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‘*And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forthk my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost.’’—I Nephi 3:187.
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4 Hew Year's Promise

Another year 1 enter,
Its history unknown;

Oh, how my feet would tremble
To tread its path alonel

But I have heard o whisper,
I know 1 shall be blest:

"My presence shall go with thee,
And I will give thee rest”

What will the New Yeor bring me?
I may not, must not know;

Will it be love and rapture,
Or leneliness and woe?

Hush! Hush! 1 hear His whisper,
1 surely shall be blest;

"My presence shall go with thee,
And T will give thee rest.”

—3elected
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EDITORIAL

Greetings to you for the New Year.

Have you made any resolutions so far this vear?
If so, are they for the betterment of yourself or your
fellowmen? We somstimes think that New Yeor's
Resolutions ere foohsh but we must admif that o reso-

lution is not foolish if it is for the benefit of mankind
The foclish part is wn n «a resolution is made and then

soon broken. Let us resolve:

To know more about the Gospel this vear than we
have known about it in the past. To do this we must

think more on it. We must talk it more with our fellow-
man.  We must iry io live more in our lives. We

must be ‘wilhnq and ready to give an answer as o
why we proless to believe it. We must be able in
more cases to be able to say, "I know it is there be-
cause [ read it", and not have to {all back on, "I am not
right sure, but I heard Brother Blank say so in his ser-
rmon « while back.”

¢

l)

If we have not already done so, we must set up
our standards of rightecusness. If we let somsone &l
set them up for us we will not be convinced whether
they are correct or not. If we are not sure, then we
will find ourselves being tossed obout by the different
winds of doctrine until we will not be abie to stand.
We then will become discouraged until we will {feel like
giving up everything. Our standards of righlecusness
must be in harmony with the righiecusness of God.
When we have them sel up we are fo work out our
own salvation; and be assured that Paul was right
when he wrote "With fear and trembling”. The more
we learn of God and His ways, the more we fear to do
contrary to His will.

We must be loyal to our convictions even though
we may be shunned by others for doing so. We must
remember that no one will stand before the Judgement
Bor of God and plead our case for us. We must an-
swer for ourselves.

We must attend the services of our church. We
may be tempted to stay away through various reasons.
It is easy on Sunday morning to decide to stay home
because we find ourself with o headache. We will say

that the average time for church to begin on Sunday
morning is, ten o'clock. But we may notice that the
same amount of headache on Monday moming will
not keep us from being ot work at eight o'clock. Should
we resolve to correct this?

Perhaps a man will stay away from church service
because for some reason, his wile does not attend.
But five days out of the week he will work loyally ot
his job and the some conditions exist ot home that kept
him from attending church service. Should we re-
solve to correct this?

We, sometimes find ourselves getting into the habit
of waiting at home too long before leaving for church
service and that way we arrive late. We know that it
is not the right thing to do but we will find excuses
each time for doing so. We, perhaps, feel guilty every
time we go into a meeting late but we let the habit get
itself fixed in our lives. Should we resolve to correct
this? It is just as necessary to get to church on time as
it is to be at our work where we earn our livelihood, on
fime,

We read in the writings of Mosiah, "There was a
day in every week that was set apart that they should
gather themselves together to teach the people, and to
worship the Lord their God, and also as often as it
was in their power o assemble themsslves togsther.”
We will read this and agree in thought with them but
mony times we find that we do not put our thoughts
into practice along this line. We may only attend oc-
casionally, some only a few times a year. A few
vears ago, an article was writien in one of the popular
magazines, stating that they knew o minister that bid
his congregation o Merry Chrisimas at the close of
the Easter Service becouse he did not expect {o see
some of them again until the Christmas Sunday. This,
no doubt, is an exitreme case but we are {orced o ad-
mit thad many of them do not attend church services as
reqgularly as they could. Should we resclve o correct
this?

Luke records the following words of Christ: "Take
heed to yourselves, lest at any time vyour hearts be
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and
cares of this life, and so that doy come upon you un-
awares.” He is speaking of His second coming.

Surfeiting is over-ealing, Vatmcr too much or eating
too often., In this, Christ is admonishing us to not have
our mind continually on feasting., Should we resclve
1o be on our guard cgainst this?

Drunkenness is caused [rom paricking ol some
spirit other tham the Spirit of God. It usudlly is spoken
of when o person has paricken of spirits derived from
fruits, grains, ete. We may overlock the most danger-
ous spirit of all; the spirit found in many of the
churches; the spirtt which causes them fo corry on in a
very unchristlike monner; thegspirit which causes them
to twist the Scriptures to their own liking; the spirit
which causes them to refuse to admit the truth as re-
stored in the gospel that has been given to the Church
of Christ.

Another source of that same spirit which causes
drunkenness is found in spirituclism. It has no part
nor place in company with the Spirit of God. To seek
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advice from a medium is tantamount to denying the
power of God.

Cares of this life, we can allow to burden us down
until we feel that we have no time for anvthing else.
We con allow our children to occupy so much of our
time that we almost become their slaves. We can per-
mit our household work to take up all of cur time. We
com permit our daily labor to occupy all of our time.
We might do so to the extent that we measure our
standards by the amount of this world's goods we
have cccumulated. We might put our full effort in
striving to gain some high position among our fellow-
men and in so doing, forget about the cause of Christ.
Yes, we can easily allow the cares of this life to darken
our vision of the life 1o come. Should we resclve fo
correct this?

We can allow the pleasures of this world to inter-
fere with cur duty tc God. We can cllow the watching
of television to keep us from attending church services.
We con allow the plan io aftend some show to keep
us from enjoving a church service that we may be
attending by worrying about whether the preacher is
going to preach cvertime. We can allow the plans for
o picnic at the beach to keep us from aitending moern-
ing services. We could mention many more things
that some consider pleasures of this life which would
hinder or prevent us from freely worshipping God but
will just say that pleasures of this life should not inter-
fere with our service io God. I we can lock in the
mirror and see the reflection of one who dllows this
to be, should we resolve to correct this?

We cre a mirror of what we believe. In other
words we are « mirror of the Christ we believe in.
Christ is supposed to be the loundation of all Chris-
ticn belief, therefore the things we think, say or do are
supposed to be a reflection of the life we believe ws
should lead in order to gain etermnal life. All who gain
eternal life are to come "unio o perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”

Our belief in Christ is called our Faith. We show
our Faith by our works. Then our Faith or our belief
in Christ or what influence our belief in Him has on
our life is demonstrated by our works.

We con judge ocurselves by the thoughts we have
in our minds. If those thoughis are not the right kind
and we keep them, we will soon find them creeping
into our words. If we continue to use those words we
will find them in the deeds we do. Qur deeds con-
tinued become our habils and our habits become
part of us.

We can see how our words are a reflection to
others of our thoughts. Our words and our actions
are a reflection to others of the kind of a Christ we
believe in. It behooves us therefore, to guard our
every thought, word and deed in such a way that we
do not bring reproach upon His name., Should we re-
solve to guard His holy name to the best of cur ability?

Mamy times we are injured by the things that others
have said or done about us and we feel like we are
just going to forget all about professing any type of re-
ligion. We think we ccn forget God and get by with it
We only fool ourselves when we think this. When we

have served God by cur words and works we have
every reason to believe that He loves us. If He loves
us He will also chastise us if we become disobedient.

It seems that we cannot suffer alone in our chastise-
ment. Our loved ones mony times have to suffer
along with us. Sometimes we suffer the loss of them
and other times we suffer the loss of their company
for o time. We must have ocur trials ond be big
enough to overcome them. We must learn how to put
self down ond place Christ above everything else in
our life, then we can make progress. Should we re-
solve to stand firmly for what we know to be right in
our life?

Things to Bemember:
The thoughts o man harbors become his habits.

Be not habitually tardy, you may desire fo rise
among the first on the resurrection morn.

To know the Gospel is to apply it

May we wish for all our readers o happy and pros-
perous New Year in all things that are good.

A F.B. MBS LH

&
<

WE ACENOWLEDGE GOD'S LOVING KINDNESS
By Apostle B. C. Flint

Evidence of God's divine waichcare is always o
testimony of interest, and since we have so recently
had an experience that strikingly illustrates this truth,
we feel that we should pass it on to our brothers and
sisters, through the Advocate, especially since the
prayers of the saints from a large part of God's heri-
tage were instrumental by their prayers in shoring in
this blessing.

It is now quite generally known that as a result of
an automobile accident a year ago last August ond
the shock there from, we were brought to the hospital
in Konsas City in a very deplorable condition. The
complications that arose from that shock created a
series of bodily ills, requiring two operations, and furth-
er successive afflictions that nscessiioted much time
spent in the hospital. The specialists who cared for
me did a wonderful job in combating these conditions,
but once one thing was overcome another sprang up.

Leatte this foll o new development maonifesied itself,
emd the doctors were puzzled for o ime to locate the
cause of the trouble. Finally various tests showed o
deep virus infection in the kidneys, one that only rare
drugs could combat, and since I have proved allergic
o most drugs, it was o difficult matter to properly pre-
scribe for me. At ony rate the doctor here in Indepen-
dence undertook to ke the matter in hand, but on Ne-
vember 5, he iold Sister Flint that he feared it was too
late and that I could not survive. I went to an almost
complete collapse and the doctor ordered me rushed
to the hospital. There hercic measures were under-
taken ond it seemed that they had the infection in
check, but my condition remained in a very serious
stete.  After I begam to rally, I came back so rapidly
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that it puzzled sveryone including the doctors, This is
the story of the humaon side of the offair.

A few days after I was released and sent home,
local doctor, (the one who sent me to Th hospi
visited me, cmd being a member of the Restoratio
said to me, "Brother Flint, good as it was, it was 1
cmything that was done for you by the doctors that is
responsible for vour rapid come back. You are alive
only by the grace of God.” He also told my daughter,
“Your father's work is not finished vel” This is the
part that 1 feel evidences the lovmq kindness ol my
dear Father in heaven, but there is e to the story
It seemed that it soon became know** over a wide fiel
thet T was very ill indeed, and the cords, ietters and
even long distomce telephone calls from for away
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and lowa showsed an interest
that makes me fesl very humble. One brother and
wife drove down from Minnesota to see what was go-
ing on. So, through administration, the pravers of the
saints everywhere, cnd the knowledge that perhaps
my work in this life is not yet over, makes me fes!
doubly grateful o God for His loving kindness, and
also to the dear brothers and sisters who showed thvh
love cmd interest by their contfinued prayers. May God
richly bless vou oll is my prayer.

on
3

I now feel that the last one of
now corrected and thc{f T

The sequel:
former complications is
a fair chanece of soon ng up my nurmq‘
activities. It seems to be merely
back my lost str@ng h

To me, it shows that God has not discontinued
interest in his children, and while I may be one of
weakest of His children, it gives me « renewed
mony of the goodness of God ond an increased faith |
the great latter day restoration, th:h bcmg the g
pel of God's dear Son, is indeed the power of God u
to salvation. To God be the praise,

P

HERE AND THERE

In this month's
roving reporiers.

T 2 1
Here ond There we care going io be

First our latest news:

latest?  It's from Alvin
Kentucky., "lt's a bx

Have you heard the
Joyce Harris in Ft. Campbell,
Mark Heorys was born November 22 ot It Campbsell,
Kentucky. The Harris bundle of innocence weighed in
at71b. 90z Atlastr *epoft all three were doing fins.

Now for the weather report we hear from Jack Bsli,
Buffalo, Iowe (11-20). "' com working ot Oscar Mayers
Packing Co. Not too bad of work. I put my time in
walking around doing first one thing then another from
6:30 till 2:24 in the day.

We had about one-fourth inch of snow here Friday.
Tt has been cold since we got here until today.”

Seems as it we have an excellent scdety report from
George Reed, upon returning to the U. 5. C. G. after o
20-day leave home in Independence, Missourl. George
Reed, Center Morichea, Long Islond, New York. (11-2).
“We had « pretty nice trip coming back. We didn't
run into any rain of odl. It took us about 30 hours io
drive back, which I don't think was so bad.”

Last but not least is our Religious report L*ldud'mg
two letters, the first one is from Marlene Cobb, Tucson,
{ il 14). "We have now moved to Tucson where Bruce
s attending the law college ot the University of Ariz-
ona. We like Tucson fine—ruch smaller than Phoenix.
However, 'There's no place like home,’ and we do
miss all our family and friends. Bruce likes law col-
lege fine—it's o lot of hard work and study but he en-
joys it and that's what counts] We hope o go home
to Phoenix over Thanksgiving next week. They (the
Church) are having o reunion that week-end. I'm so
glad they are because there is no church here and 1
do miss it. The Reorganized Church has o small group
here so we went over to their church one Sunday and
enioyed their services.”

While Marlene is not close fo a local church it
seems as if in another country Fernando ond the
local there are still having difficulties too.

"Fernando Ojeda, Ticul, Yucatan (11-3).

“Since returning home [ have been too busy to
either write or read English. [ have been helping the
folks at Dzom build o steeple where we could hang a
bell we had been needing so bad as most of them don't
have o means of looking at the time and be sure to be
it church on Hme, so there was a need for a bell to
be rung ond remind them they must be there for wor-
p. We were almost hall of the way Wih’} it when
Hildar' came over for a short visit and tore it down and
broke four of the asbestos slabs of the roof of the
church, as the folling rocks off the sieeple fell on it
and went ihrough 3o, right after 'Hilda' came Janet’
nd after those ‘crazy winds' were over we had to al-
most do it all over again and haven't gotten our roof
repaired vet, though we hove enough funds to do it
with.

"We are not be’mg bothered by the pmrbef‘uters 50
much any more: we have made friends of some of our
worst enemies among them and we are glad we are
blessed so. The other day something really silly took
place over thers. One of the men there and myself
were getting ready to come back to Ticul ofter work
(we had to walk the five miles that lay between Dzon
and Ticul) when o bunch of priests loaded up in o jesp
coming back from some place, stopped right in front
of our church and locked ot us and the church again
cmd again. Then one of them called us "wild animals’
cmd, '‘Crazy bumps ond just whistled and vyelled and
then went on.

“That's the waoy it goes down here. If we are not
being stoned of, we are being shot of or ambushed,
if not we have to face insults and all kinds of filthy
things like it. Howsever, [ think that in spite of dll this
we have io strive to draw necorer to Christ and show
the world by our lives that we are in the service of
Christ, our Redeemer cnd Friend.”

While looking back through our reports, it brings
to mind one of our favorite songs, "Nearer My God to
Thee'. If we stay near to God he will always be there
for us to call on in our time of need.

Ella Engle
Alice Reed
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OUT OF THE MAIL SACK
The following letter is from Wales.

Greetings: As the Pastor of the only branch this side
of the waters, I am writing to tell vou how pleased we
are to inform vou that we have baptized one member
into the Church of Christ last week. The first one since
the branch was organized by Brother Smith.

She is 200 miles away from us. She lives alone,
her children are all married and live round about.
She is a widow, having buried her husband four years
ago.

We seem 1o be going on very well and the sainis
here are rejoicing over the progress we have made.

So I do hope in the interest of the Church that vou
will request saints o write her as she lives so far from
us.

With all good wishes, in gospel bonds.
Silvanus Mason

Note: The new candidate’'s address which Brother
Mason omitted in his letter:

Mrs. J. Farley

95 West Street
Millbrook Nr. Plymouth
Devonshire, England

Littleton, Coleorado
December 4, 1955

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Church of Christ:

Greetings 1o you all from those of us here in the
Denver area church.

We are still very few in number, but how wonder-
ful have been our blessings since we organized about
six months ago. We meet every Sunday in an old
building that belongs to the local Y. M. C. A. We get
it without charge which is o big help, since cur group
is so small.

Brother and Sister Sweem and Brother Jordan help-
ed us to organize last June. Elder Clarence Wiseman
cnd his good wife returned to our church for which we
are thankful, and Brother and Sister A. M. Halverson
who were staunch members of the church here years
ago are a good backbone for us now.

Dear Brother Halverson cannot see and con hardly
hear, but his preaching to us, from his knowledge of
the scriptures, is richly spiritual and benefits us all.

We have greatly enjoyed the visits and preaching
by Brother Marvin Ely when he and his family make
the trek over the mountains from Grand Junction to be
with us and help us.

It was o thrill when Brother amd Sister John Sweem
rejoined us for more preaching services and increased

our love for them, when they visited here again this
fadl

We were so happy to have Brother Nicholas Den-
ham and his wife and daughter meet with us and take
part in our Sacrament service.

It encourages us when we have visitors come to us
with advice and instruction. We need the prayers of
the saints that we might be true and grow in the gos-
pel.

Cur love for each other is real and deep and we
have helped each other: with supporting arms, encour-
aging honds held cut whenever needed and pravyers
tor ecach other.

How happy we are to have o local Church of Christ
after several vears without one!l May God bless each
of you as He has us, and may we continue to receive
His rich blessings sc long as we remain worthy.

Your Sister in Faith,

Meredyth Malone
Denver Local

e —

NEWS FROM LOCALS

St. Louis, Missouri

It being the first Sunday of the month, we had sac-
rament service,

On November 13, we had visitors from Indepen-
dence, Brother and Sister Sweem and their doughter
and son-in-law. Brother Sweem was our speaker.

Brother Sweem's subject was, "More Faith in God”.
Hebrew 11 is the chapter he wused. When God
created the earth He knew oll things, the beginning
and the end. He created the universe and then created
man. I we live according to God's specifications we
will be in His plan. We should dress what He has
given us and keep it. Brother Sweem spoke of the first
two sons referred to in the Bible, Cain and Abel.
When we are born into Christ through baptism, God
tokes away our sins. The first principle of the Gospel
is Faith. But faith without works is dead, as spoken
by James. Faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen. We should place our
frust in God and let Him be our Ruler. Every man
builds, but he should take heed how he builds it
Charity is the pure love of God. We should be humble,
full of love for God and each other. Nocah had faith
and becouse he had faith he hoped io please God.
He built an ark even though the people laughed ot
him for building an ark on dry land. But he continued
in spite of what the people thought. Now is the time
for salvation.

We enjoyed having Brother Sweem as our specker.
We do hope he will return socon. We also want to
thamk Brother Sweem'’s daughter for playing the picno
for us. We do hope all of them will come back again,

Brother Lowrence Nichols, our pastor, was the
specker of the moming. He spoke on the principles
of the Gospel. His first reference was Bomans 6:23.
He spoke of the two deaths. The spiritual death and
the physical death. 1 Corinthions 15:22, specks of
Adcam's sin.  All have sinned, no one on this earth is
free from sin. Brother Nichols told us that if we keep
the commandments Christ gave us we can have life
and not die because of Adam's sin, or curs. The first
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principle he spoke of was Faith. He told n
though we have faith, if do not work for the Lord our
faith is dead. Next, is Bepentance. We must repent.
Brother Nichols said no unclean thing will enter the
Kingdom of Heaven. John 3:5 refers to baptism.
sins will be completely token away if we do as the
Lord has instructed. We must have the laying on of
honds to receive the gifi of the Holy Ghost alter bap-
tism. The gift of the Holy Ghost leads us to all truth.
Christ came not to destroy, but fo fullill. Also, if we
love Christ, we will keep His commandments.

Edith Frev, Reporter.

Portland, Oregon

It has been quite o long time since yvou have hecrd
from us so will try to bring you up to daie as to the
happenings here.

We have been struggling along and doing a lot of
praying asking the good Lord to add more to our num-
ber cmd He has answered our prayer and added four
more to our number by His servants, Brethren A. M.
Smith and T. ]. Jordem, ot Sweet Home, Oregon. Thevy
are Sister Justina Schultz who came by iranster, Broth-
er Cleo W. Tabler by baptism, ond his wife, Sister Lil-
lian Tabler and son, Melvin C. Tabler.

We are cone hundred miles aport bul monags io
meet with those dear the first of every month.
Atter coming to the Church of Christ they are suffering
much in the way of insuling remarks. Their former
friends are cautioned not o associci th them sin
they listened to those "wolves in sheep's clothing
Well, there are o lot of sheep left up there and 1 am
sure if some more hungry wolves {in sheep’s clothing
will labor there, many more can be brought in. Yes,
the Master said woe if all men speak well of vou.

ONes

LS

Wi
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The little son of Ronald Dean Proctor
Alice Schultz was blessed, November 13, at ih
ing service by Elder A. E. Gould.

We are praying for the return of Brother and Sister
L. A. Gould. We feel that the Lord con use him and his
"iull of humility way” in speaking o convince more
"good, honest in heart” people that want to listen to
reason that they are standing on dongerous ground.

So, pray for us here; we are remembering you o
until that day that we will all be together.

Gilbert H.

Independence Diary

November 20, we held an dll-day service dedicated
to Thanksgiving., Apcstle Arthur Smith was the morn-
ing specker. Thoanksgiving is the time to count our
spiritucd blessings as well as our physical blessings.
We think of the Puritans in connection with Thanks-
giving Day. They were called "Puritans’” becouse
they believed in rigid adherence to the scriptures. Be-
cause of this they left their homes io cross the ocean
ond moke their new home in "Joseph's Land", whers
they could worship God to the best of their knowledge.

God was with them ond has continued fo

ess their descendants until those few colonies have
grown into o powerful nation. We should be most
themkful because of the promises to us through the
restored gospel.

A bountitul turkey dinner was enjoyed by about 70
thankful people. After dinner many took part in a
song service. Then at three o'clock, Brother Vance
Hearis spoke.  The scripture reading is found in John
17:1-26. Brother Harris reminded us that our hearts
should be full of thonkfulness to God for His many
blessings all the time, not just on Thanksgiving Day.
We are glad that one day has been set apart for o
thanksgiving feast, but our gratitude to the Lord should
be shown every day of the year. The Psalms of David
are full of thankfulness. We should not forget to be
thankful for a loving and merciful God.

At the beginning of the evening service, the in-
font son of Nolond and Kay Matthews, Gary Dean,
was blessed. Brother Clarence Wheaton, the grand-
forther was the spokesmon. We were very happy that
our aged Sister Denham was able to aftend this ser-
vice. She is litlle Gary Dean's greatgrandmother.
Sister Denham has not been able to aitend services
for several years because of her failing health. She
still is not able to come regularly, but we know that
we never gather fogether without having her with us
in spirit if not in body.

Brother Clarence Wheaton was the evening speok-
er November 20. Psalms 61 was the scripture reading.
There is o time in all lives when each is fried; when
troubles ond caores are almost more thoan con be
borne. We must learn to say, Thy will be done”,
aven in the face of trouble. So often our problems
dissolve awoy ofter we have taken them to the Lord.
Too often we try to find the answers alone. The Lord
is willing to help with large or small problems and He
cdlone knows what is best. So let us rely on Him.
Pray in faith and believe and then leave it with God,
ior He doeth all things well.

November 27, the 11 o'clock hour was occupied by
Brother Rolland Sprague. The scripture reading was
Romems, chapters 12 and 13. Brother Sprague had o
sign which read: "Now is the time of the end and the
Tord's vindication”. Brother Levi Maley had o dream
in which he sow this written in the sky. Vindication
mecans justification without denial, support by proof.
Being baptized by one having authority and having
hands laid on us for the reception of the Holy Ghost
does not mean that we comnot fall away. We can
naver let up in our effort to obtain eternal life. The
word of God is for our profit ond leconing. By it we
can discern right from wrong. Caorelessness and neg-
lect are such serious faults. Let us not be guilty of
them.

Brother Marvin Case occupied the evening hour
November 27. Revelations, chapter 3 was the scrip-
ture reading. At this season of the year when every-
one is thinking about gifts, we should remember what
the greatest gift to mankind wos and is—the gift of
God's Son, which gave us our hope of eternal life.
Christmas will mean more to us if we keep in our
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minds the reason for this world-wide celebration. As
we choose our gilts, we should do it with love and «
hope of helping one another.

Brother and Sister Frank L. Knapp from New Brigh-
ton, Minnesota, came to see Brother Flint while he was
in the hospital. They were here from November 10 to
13, and staved in the home of Brother and Sister Flint.

Brother Vance Harris was in charge of the Sacra-
ment Service December 4. He read from I Corinthians,
chapter 12. We enjoyed a goodly portion of God's
Spirit. Brother Thompson, who was baptized o month
ago, bore his testimony of the contentment he {elt since
becoming o member of the sheepiold of Christ. He,
also, gave thanks to God for the little son that he and
Sister Thompson have adopted. We all thank God for
the speedy recovery of Brother Flint, who was able to
assist Brother Harris in this service. Even the doctors
told Brother Flint that it was only through the grace of
God that he is still with us. During the service there
were special prayers for Brother and Sister Robertson,
who have such a severe trial because of the affliction
of Sister Robertson.  Sister Irene Maley bore testimony
of how grectly impressed she was of the necessity of
teaching our little children to pray while they are still
small, because we know that their lives will be met
with much greater irials than we have known.

Brother Maynard Case was the speaker for the eve-
ning service December 4. The scripture reading was
Mark 4:30-41. Brother Case spoke of the confusion oll
about, both in our physical lives ond to things pertain-
ing to cur spiritual lives. It is confusion that has caus-
ed the many divisions in the restoration. Confusion
is one of Satan's greatest weapons against truth. If
we pray in {oith, believing, God will open up our un-
derstanding and we will not be confused.

Sister Velmma Wheaton suffered o broken ankle
from a call. Sister Caviness, her mother, came from
Phoenix, Arizona, to be with her and help care for the
little children.

Brother and Sister Alvin Horris are the happy par
snts of o baby son, born November 23. Little Mark
Hays weighed in at 7 pounds and 9 ounces. He is the
first gromdchild for both Brother and Sister Vance Har-
ris and Brother and Sister Rolland Sprogue. Sister
Sprague went to Fort Campbell, Kentucky, to be with
her daughter, Joyce, for the first couple of weeks after
little Mark's arival. Congratulations to the happy por-
enis and proud grondparents.  Alvin, Joyce and baby
are planning to spend Christmas in Independence.

December 11, Brother Arthur Smith, from Ava, Mis-
souri, was the speaker for the 11 o'clock hour. The
scripture reading was from Luke 2:6-21. Brother Smith
said that he was glad to be among God's people at this
time of vear, beccuse one can feel the spirit of love
everywhere. The peoples of the earth celebrate Christ-
mas mostly by giving each other gifts and not remem-
bering to give their gifis of love, patience, charity, eic,,
to God. It is o blessing that o time has been set aside
to celebrate the birth of Christ, because many little chil-
dren lecon of the Christ Child, who would not other-
wise know of Him. Brother Smith read from Isaich
of the lowly birth of Christ. This sweet old story should

mean 30 much to us. We should give thanks for the
scriptures, for the birth and life of Christ, for the teach-
ers down through the ages who tought the old, old
story, for the gospel restored unte us, and for cur op-
portunity to obtain eternal life.

The evening hour of December 11, was occupied by
Brother Richard Whedaton. Time is geiling nearer the
end and Saton is more aware of this than we and he
is increasing his efforts. Recd Revelation 18:1-8. The
world is in the condition spoken of here and the Lord
is beginning to reward her for her deeds. God gives
us our time ond talents. We owe them doll to him.
Only through keeping His commandments con we in-
herit eternal life. We should not do anything whether
it is work or plary, unless we can do it to the honor and
glory of God. Let our lives be a good example for
those around us. PBrother Wheaton suggested that we
read chapter 19 of Alma.

We wish vou each o very happy ond fruitful New
Year end moy 1956 be a yvear of advancement for the
Lord's work.

Irense Case, Reporter

COLORADO-ARIZONA REUNION

Another reunion has come and gone, and | am sure
that we all =]t that we spent a profitable time together.
Most of those ocutside of Phoenix arrived in time to
enjoy ot least part of the Thanksgiving holiday, the
day before the reunion startsd.

On FPriday and Saturdey mornings, we met for
prayer service with preaching following. On Bunday
morning we had Sunday School, followed by Sacra-
ment service. We had mony outstomding testimonies
in our prayer services. We enjoyved precching ser-
vices Friday ond Sunday ofternoons ond a round-
table discussion Saturday afternoon, with Brother Don
Mclndoo s moderator. Brothers T. E. Barton, C. L.
Wheaton, Oren Coaviness ond Marvin Ely comprised
the panel. | am sure we all left that discussion period
with o good feeling, convinced that the time was well
spent. Questions were submitted in writing by those
who attended. The harmontous handling of the dif-
ferent views of the points discussed made it on occo-
sion to be remembered with pleasure.

At 7:30 each evening we met for song service, and

how we did enjoy it

Brother ond Sister Thurmon Furnier, from the
Church of Jesus Christ, Detroit, Michigan, joined us on
Sunday, and during the Sacrament service, Brother
Furnier stood cnd sang by the power of the Spirit, fol-
lowing testimonies by Brothers Leon Yates ond
Charles Myers. Brother Myers related how he tried
io call Brother Leon to come for him that he might be
able to attend church with us. He had given up when
something seemed to tell him to try calling again.
This time Brother Leon answered.

Brother Leon then told how he had gotten away
from work ecrly and went home belore going to
church. He started to leave and went outside, but re-

{continued on page 13)
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which God made to Abrahom. Therefors, we have
need to rejoice; but how greatly do we rejoice?

We desire, no doubt, that we might enjoy more of
these blessings, and yet the way to enjoy more bless-
ings is o be of more service. The way to enjoy thod
which we have, is to share it with those who care less
fortuncde than we. There is great need for the work.
There is great need for what we have within our hands
to de with. There is a great need hers in our own land
for the gospel of Christ to go {orth, that it might bless the
lives of the children of men. There is o great need, as
we have heard from our young brother (Fernando
Ojeda), among his people. You have heard his plea.
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We find that the Lord told us upon that occasion,
or told His Church, that the field was already white 1o
the harvest; there was great need for work o be done.
There was great need for his servanis to be out in the
field toking care of his harvest. There is, then, o great
need for missionary effort, isn't there? There is no
doubt that o need for missionary work exists both ot
home and abroad. We have heard some say, “Why
should we spend our efforts to go off to some other
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forts of those among vou who have made it possible for
that mission to be opened up. Brother and Sister
Wheaton did not go alone. Neither did the other mis-
sionaries go alone. You had your part to play, but we
have only scratched the surface. We have hardly
done that.

1 am reminded of the great joy that was brought o
the hearts of those people when they were taught the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, which they had not
heard betore and which they did not know, and which
you and I have possibly taken for granted. Have we
given it the best we had? Have we served God with
all cur hearts, with ¢ll our might, with all our mind,
and with all our strength? If we have not, we have
much fo do.

Yes, this humble servant, is one of those who could
have done more. Sometimes we think we have dons
dll that we con, and vet, it is necessary for us to ask
God that He will show us ourselves, that we might ses
ourslves as He sees us. Probably we would do some-
thing about it if we saw ourselves as He sees us. lam
reminded of the parable of the man who locked into
the glass omd saw his face and sitraightwoy went his
way and forgot what manner of man he was. So, 1
say, perhaps we have not done all we could. 1 don't
believe we have done all we could do. [ do not be-
lieve that you believe we have done oll we could do;
because, when we have done all we can do, then the
Spirit of God will rest upon us greatly and we will be
a rejoicing people. Then we will be called blessed.
Then will our lights shine as a light that is set upon o
hill, which connot be hid, that gives light io those
round about. That is our purpose. That is our calling.

There oare mony requirements that are made wund
now | am going fo begin ic touch on the thing that
you probably expected me to touch on when my nome
was cnnounced as speaker, and I cannot stay away
from it, beccuse I feel that it is important. [ feel that
it is @ must. It is the responsibility of you and of me.
I want vou, in your mind's eve, to take a little trip with
me, and I do not want to sound sentimental. 1 do not
want 1o distract spiritually in the last degree, but
want to bring in a picture that it might go home to your
hearts ond find lodgment there, and not only find
lodgment there, but spread out and be contagious to
those of our brothers and sisters throughout the church,
that we might awaken to the responsibilities that are
curs—yours and mine.

1 want you, with me, io take « trip to a home, and
we will make this impersonal. We will let it apply in
a general manner. We see a brother who has been
called through the spirit of God in the normal, regular
and proper way to be a member of the missionary crm
of the Church of Christ. We see this brother as the
spirit of God rests upon him ond makes known unio
him that the calling with which he was called was of
God. He goes home to his little fcmily and he and
his compcanion consider the responsibility which not
man, but God himself, has placed upon him. He feels
heavily the responsibility. So the church calls upon
him and says, “You go to this far country.” The
church asks him o go and perform the great work of
taking the joyous message of the gospel of Jesus Christ

to those who know it not, that they, too, might come
in and be members of the kingdom of heaven, that
they might have eternal life, that they might have jov,
that that field which is white to the harvest might be
reaped.

He realizes as he talks it over with his compomion
that by his absence there will not be those provisions
brought in by him through his labors that have been,
and so, the possibility of some privation may toke
place. That is where your responsibility and my re-
sponsibility comes in. If we ask a missionary of this
church to leave his family, to leave his employment, to
leave the responsibility which is rightfully his of pro-
viding for his family, and go out and labor in the vine-
vyard for vou and me, he is our servant, and we have
a responsibility of toking care of that fernily which
we ask him to lecve behind. Yes, we knew that, we
were well acguainted with that fact.

Someone says, 'Brother Denham, do you have any
scriptural proof that this is the case, is not that preach-
ing for monevy?’ No, it is not. I womt to give you o
fow references. Some may say, I have heard this,
vou are going to speak on tithing, now. That is a Mos-
cical law ond, therefore, it does not apply in the time
of Christ.” 1 have heord that said time and time again.
Let us go back and consider again. [ know you have
considered these things before; so what 1 have to say
is not new. | do not intend for it o be, but | think we
need to continue to think about it. Then I have some
other things I want to bring to you.

Genesis 14:17-20, "And the king of Sodom went out
io meet him after his return from the slaughter of Ched-
oflaomer and of the kings that were with him, ot the
valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale.

"And Melchizedek king of Salem brought lorth
bread ond wine: and he was the priest of the most
high God.

" And he blessed him, and said, "Blessed be Abram
of the most high High God, possessor of heaven and
earth:

"And blessed be the most high God, which hath
deliverad thine enemies into thy hond. And he gave
him tithes of oll.”

This was not under Moses; Moses was not born
uniil a long tme ofterward. Genesis 28:22, (Jacob
speaking), “And this stone, which [ have set for a pillar,
shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give
me 1 will surely give the tenth unto thee.”

Yes, that was Jacob; so we find that this came in a
long time before Moses. It was not a law. These men
were not asked ‘o do that; they were not commanded
to do that; but they did it of their own free will. They
did it becouse they loved the Lord. They did it be-
cause they wanted to do it. It was continued under the
law of Moses, that is true. Let us read it and see what
was done.

Leviticus 27:30-33, “And dll the tithe of the land,
whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the
tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy unto the Lord.”

Here it became o commandment under the law.
Here it was required.
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"And if @ man will at all redeem ought of his tithes,
he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof.”

The Lord required « little usery of him then, didn't
he? If he used his tithes, he had to pay twenty per
cent for the use of it

"And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the
flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the
tenth shall be holy unto the Lord.

"He shall not search whether it be good or bad,
neither shall he change it: and if he change it ot all,
then both it and the change thereo!l shall be holy;
it shall not be redeemed.”

It was a rather strict law, was it not? It was not
like that which Abraham and Jacob operated under,
because their gift was voluntary; but when it came un-
der the law of Moses, like all the other requirements
of the law of Moses, it was required, and it was strict.
What was it used for? Well, let us go into the law of
Moses and see.

Numbers 18:21, "And behold, I have given the chil-
dren of Levi dll the tenth of Israel for an inheritance,
for their service which they serve, even the service of
the tabernacle of the congregation.”

The Levites were the ministry and they lived from
the tenth, the tithe, that the rest of the people paid.

Numbers 18:24, "But the tithes of the children of
Istael, which they offer as on heave olfering unio the
Lord, I have given to the Levites to inherit . . ."

Deut. 14:22-29, "Thou shalt truly tithe «oll the in-
crease of thy seed, . ...

It does not meon the salaried man only. There, it

hits the farmer, does it not?

Y. .. tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field
bringeth forth vear by year.

”And thou shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in the
place which he shall choose to place his name there,
the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and
the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; . . ."”

Yes, it even takes stockmen in as well as the farm-
er.

1

. ... that thou mavest learn to fear the Lord thy
God always.

"And if the way be toc long for thee, so that thou
art not able o carry it; or if the place be too far from
thee, which the Lord thy God shall chooss to set his
name there, when the Lord thy God hath blessed thee:

"Then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up
the money in thine hond, and shalt go unto the place
which the Lord thy God shall choose:

"And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever
thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for
wine, or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul
desireth; and thou shalt eat there belore the Lord thy
God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thine household,

"And the Levite that is within thy gates; thou shalt
not forsake him; for he hath no part nor inheritomce
with thee.”

He was not oul earning a living, he did not have
the wherewith to sarn it. He was working for them as
their minister.

“Atf the end of three years thou shalt bring forth «ll
the tithe of thine increase the same year, and shalt lay
it up within thy gaies:

“And the Levite, (because he hath no part nor in-
heritance with thee,) and the stranger, and the father-
less, and the widow, which are within thy gaies, shall
come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that the Lord thy
God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand
which thou doest.”

I want to refer to a scripture that we are more fo-
milicr with perhaps. About four hundred years be-
fore Christ we find the Lord giving instructions to one
of his prophets, Malachi. Someone says, "Yes, but all
that was before Christ.  Christ did away with ol of
that.”

Did he? I'm going to turn to Christ's own words
as recorded in the Book of Mormon. Let us see what
Jesus said to those psople on this continent after the
law of Moses was fulfilled.

III Nephi 11:1-14, "And now it came to pass that
when Jesus had expounded all the scriptures in one,
which they had written, he commanded them that they
should teach the things which he had expounded un-
to them.”

What a glorious occasion that must have been; that
after Christ had expounded those things to them, He
told them to go ow and teach these things which Hs
had expounded to them.

“And it came to pass that he commanded them the!
they should writs the words which the Father had
given unto Malachi, which he should tell unto them.

"And it came to pass that after they were written,
he expounded them.

“And these are the words which he did tell unto
them, saying, Thus said the Father unto Malachi, Be-
hold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare
the way before me, and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of
the covenant, whom ve delight in; behold, he shall
come, saith the Lord of hosts.

"But who may abide the day of his coming? and
who shall stand when he appecrseth? for he is like o
refiner’s fire, and like fuller's soap.”

Did you ever see fuller's scap? Did you ever ses
what it does? You drop it into o pot of hot metal,
melted metal, and see it just foom and boil up, and up
comes all the impurities. You have seen that in boiling
water, {oo.

“And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver;
and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them
as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an
offering in rightecusness.

“Then shall the offering of Judah ond Jerusalem be
pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as
in former years.
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“And 1 will come near to you to judgment; and 1
will be a swift witness against the scrcerers, . . .

What are sorcerers? Do we look these words up
once in o while when we come across them, or do we
just get a hazy idea of them and then go on? A sor-
ceror is one who practices the use of power gained
from the assistonce or control of evil spirils such as
witcheradt,

“ . and against the adulterers, . . .7

What is cn adulterer? An adulierer is one who
give his love to one to whom it does not belong. And
it does not just meon being unfaithful to one's com-
panion. We can be adulterers as far as Ged is con-
cerned. We can give our love to something else when
it belongs to God. 1t might be o job. It might be
bank account. It might be o new car. It might be
number of things.

%
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. ond against false swearers, and against those
that oppress the hireling in his wages.”

Hireling, one whom we hire to do something for us.
Cne whom we ask to do something for us and to
whom we give something in return. Does that strike
anything with you? I do not know whether the mis-
sionaries here would feel unhappy if I would apply this
where 1 want to apply it or not, but do not let it offend
vou. We ask them to go out and do a job for us, and
God says the laborer is worthy of his hire. If there is
any harder work, I would like to know where it is. We
ask them to go out and do o job for us, and we will
take care of their families. Are we oppressing our
hireling in his wages?

1

. . the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn
aside the stranger, and fear not me saith the Lord of
hosts.

“For | am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons
of Jacob are not consumed.

"Even from the days of your fathers, ye are gone
oway from mine ordinances, and have not kept them.
Return unto me, and I will return unio you, saith the
Lord of hosts.”

What a glorious promise. All we have to do is to
comply with the commandments that God has given
us. He has promised, ond His promises cre sure and
faithiul.

"But ve said, Wherein shall we return?”’

“Will @ mon rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In fithes
and offerings.

"Yeo ore cursed with a curse, for ye have robbed
me, even this whole nation.

"Bring ve all the tithes into the storehouse, that
there may be meat in my house.”

Yes, something to eat. Just as was said back in
the Mosaic law, the purpose of it was for meat to take
care of those who had no inheritonce as the rest had,
those who were giving their time as servants, and the
widows, the orphams, and the needy.
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. and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be
room enough o receive il

“And I will rebuke the devourer for your sckes.”

1 want you to go back with me a few months in the
mind’s eye, and recall the devastation that was right
here in our own land, when the cornfields were literal-
ly wiped out by the grasshoppers, and nothing leit but
the cornstalks. You have seen it. That is not the first
#ime you have seen it. You have seen it before. You
hove seen it many times. What about your cherries
on your cherry trees? What about your apples on
vour apple trees? What about your peaches? Do we
need the Lord io rebuke the devourer for our sckes?
Yei we are told that this coming vear the horticulturists
and the agriculturists are fearful that the grasshoppers
will for surpass this year what they did last. Do we
need the Lord's blessings? Do we need the devourer
rebuked?

1 have something more which T want to bring to
vou. The thought is this: Are we, after we ask one
of our missionaries o go out and represent the Church
of Christ amd labor for us and do that which we cannot
do and leave his family for us to provide for, as is only
just and right, are we supplying that family according
to the second great commandment? The first being
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
with all thy mind, with all thy soul; and the second
like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
Here is what 1 want to know. Are we making it pos-
sible for that missionary’s family to live on the same
scale that we live on? Is that missionary’s family
forced to live on a lower standard of living thon you
and | are providing for ourselves?

1 have heard this, and it grieves me to hear it, and
1 suppose you have heard it too, "We cannot do any-
thing about it. We cannot maoke it any better, because
some of the people that are paying tithes are making
sacrifices to pay tithes.” Well, what about this mis-
sionary? Do you think it is pleasant for a man to go
olff and leave his family behind ond toke care of the
work that you and 1 camnot do? Do you think it is
pleasant for his companion and for his children to be
left behind with their husband and father cbsent? 1
have been pretty close to some missionaries’ families,
and 1 know a little bit about the sacrifice. 1 do not
know as much as they know. But the responsibility is
upon me tc help you and myself to become aware of
the responsibility that is upon us due to the fact that
we are asking them to go out and do a job for us.

Now, I want to bring something to your minds that
may be a little surprising to you, except possibly to
some of you who have heard some of the siatements
on the Conference floor. First, I am going to direct this
ol the Church of Christ on the Temple Lot in Indepen-
dence, Missouri. I wish they were all here to hear it
If every member of the local church of Independence
was paying one dollar out of every ten dollars out of
their pay checks into the general church, they could
toke care of almost onedourth of the budget that was
passed at the Conference. If that is the case, if Inde-
pendence could do that and is not, what about the rest

9%
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of the church? Here is what about the rest of the
church. If the rest of the church was doing exactly
the same thing we could double our missionary efforts,
as far as provisions for the missionaries are concerned,
and | belisve if we provided for them we would find
men that would be able to go.

We could raise the stamdard of living for svery mis-
sionary's family up to your standard of living cand my
standard of living., In addition to that, in one veor's
time, we could build this home for the aged. We could
build o school in Yucatan. We could supply mission-
aries,or we could supply the wherewith for mission-
aries to go, not only to England, not only to Yucaton,
but to many other places in foreign fields. We could
carry this gospel, which we rejoice in, to far distomt
places where people do not know it, and as o result of
that, our hearts would be made o rejoice. Brothers
and sisters, it can be dons in one year's time if we all
get behind it

Where are you in this responsibility? Let me say
this, there are some in the church, who have already
been carrying the load. They have been carrying the
load for some of the rest of you. When are you going to
take up the responsibilities that are vours? 1 wish this
could ring out to every member of the church in the
United States and Canada. Now I cannot say anvything
about the people across the waters, either o the east or
to the south, because they are in diflerent circum-
stances than we are. Their standard of living is not up
to ours. - They are barely getting by, Some of us are
barely getting by, that I know, but there are plenty of us
that could do lots more, and when we do lots more the
Lord is going to bless us. He has promised it, and
God's promises are sure. Brothers and sisters, I want
those blessings. I want you to have those blessings.
I want us as a church o have those blessings. T want
us to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of the Lord
esus Christ as we have never known it before. It is
there for us. May God bless us is my prayer.

COLORADO-ARIZONA REUNION
{continued from poge 7)

turned and knelt by the telephone to pray, and then
started to leave again, but again returned to pray.
Alter the second praver, he stood and looked around
in anticipation, expecting something. Again he went
outside and then returned the third time, and prayed.
Then the telephone rang and it was Charles.

Immediately after Leon's testimony, Brother Furnier
arose and sang. We were told that God does things
in His own way ond ot His own pleasure.

Those preaching during the reunion were Apostles
C. L. Wheaton, T. E. Barton, and E. Leon Yaies, Elders
Cren Caviness, Ed. Mclndoo, Don Mclndoo and Mar-
vin Ely.

It takes a lot of praying and hard work fo have
a successful reunion, and since this was a good re-
union, there were a lot of people on the job. It seemed
that it would be impossible for many of the Colorado
people to attend, but through prayers, most of us made
it. Brother and Sister Bell and Lois June were called

to be with their daughter, who was o undergo an op-
eration, so were unable o attend.

Brother Shirk came from California with Brother
Bob Willard, who came home for Thanksgiving from
the Naval Air Force.

In the first prayer meeting, Brother Whealon re-
I that we proy, that if it were the Lord’'s will,
the way would be opened for someone o go to Yuca
tan with him. Brother Leon Yates felt the urge to go ond
was able to obioin « leave of absence. Previous to
that ime he had no intention of going. Thev left about
ten days later. As vou dll know, they need our pray-
ers. The reunion donations were given to these mis-
sionaries o use on their mission.

The outstanding theme through the reunion was
that we need to obey the commandments and prepare
ourselves for trials aghead ond any adverse circum-
stances that we may have to face. Brother Barton, in
one of his testimonies, told us that he was shown that
the trouble with us as a church is that we are not obey-
ing the commandments. It might be interesting to dis-
cover just what ALL the commoandments are.

I know oll who attended the reunion will join me
in saying "Thank you” to Sister Esther Caviness, for
her part as Chairman of the dining room commitiee.
She did a wondertul job ond worked so very hard.

We thank all those who helped to make the reunion
O success.

In closing, [ would like to relate o testimony given
December 7, by Brother Charles Myers. He told us
that he awoke about midnight the night before, and
heard o choir singing the beautiful hymn, “Just For To-
day’’. He had been going through o period of discour-
agement and obeained a great deal of benefit from
the experience.

Lord for tomorrow and its need
[ do not pray,

But keep me from the stain of sin
Just for today.

Thy Sovereign will alone
1 would obevy,

Forgetting all my own,
Just for today.

Let me no wrong or idle word
Unthinking say;

Set thou o seal upon my lips,
Just for today;

Kind words I would express;
And duly pray

That thou my work wilt bless,
Just for today.

Not for tomorrow and its needs
Dear Lord, I pray;

But for thy love and guidance now,
Just for today;

For when this fleeting life
Shall ebb away,

I know thou wilt be near,
To bless that day.

Irene Show
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THANKSGIVING IN MICHIGAN
<

Some time has elapsed since 1 last contributed any
writing 1o these pages. However, my attendance at a
two-day Thanksgiving service af the home of Brother
and Sister Brominer of Cedar Springs has prompted a
desire to share with vou the experiences of those two
days.

Saturdery, November 19, having been set aside es-
pecially for the young, I must say that my heart was
filled with mixed emotions to find upon my rather late
arrival so many of the youth of the church there cmd
mingling with the notso-young in social activities.
Our dear brother ond sister had spared neither strength
nor expense to have things in readiness, even for wor-
ship. Singing, weiner roasting, a hay-ride and « hike
through the woods with Sister Braniner in tow, were «
few of the things enjoved.

Sunday, November 20, found mamy more of our
people (upwards of seventy) gathering in io share in g
day of worship. Among those were Apostles Bell ana
Sheldon whom we were glad to welcome.

Prayer service was the first order of the day, pre-
sided over by the Apostles. Many songs, prayers, and
testimonies expressing gratitude for the gospel and the
blessings of the past year were heard, alony with re-
grets that some who were responsible for bringing it to
thermn were unable lo attend. Time passed quickly
and before we were awore of it two whole hours had
been fully occupied.

After a bounteous dinner we teturned to the little
chapel for a session of singing, although there was
some apprehension as o whether we could all parti-
cipate because of our somewhat unwisdomlike indul-
gence in food. Nevertheless, sing we did, placing a
good deal of the burden upon a few who were per-
suaded to sing special numbers. This was greatly ap-
preciated. Getting out the one available Zion's Praises
for use of the picmist we sang from memory some of
the old songs that are still so deor io the hearts of
maony, though we rarely hear them used any more.

A sermon by Elder Postma brought out pointedly
our lack in the service of God, and heedlessness of His
mony wornings to us concerning taking part in and
with things of the world, using our resources for that
which is not bread, while the house cof the Lord lies
desolate and His people have need.

Regretfully, the writer and some others were forced,
because of distance of traveling, to leave for home, but
since have had reports of a very fine sermon delivered
by Brother Bell.

Folks from Grand Rapids, Barryton, Clare, Way-
land, Scndlake, Independence, Missouri, Ravenna, Bel-
ding and Flint were in citendance, beside the local
that entertained. If I have missed anyone, it is be-
cause that 1 did not get a complete list of towns and
only state from memory.

The mesting was o success except for one sad
thing. There were those who did not, or could nof,
attend for one reason or another. Let me say here that
you were missed,

Hoping that this little report will serve to strengthen

and give some one, some where «a litlle more courage
to press on knowing that others are still interested in
the great and marvelous work, [ remain your sister,

Mabel Bergey

-
-~

Y. P. C. L. NEWS

Independence, Missouri

The discussion in our Church History class of Ne-
vember 17 was based on Chapter 18, of "An Outline
History of the Church of Christ”. We fried to present
on explanation of apostasy in other branches of the
Restoration. Along with this, we discussed the validity
of baptisms and cuthoerity of ministers. This led to ques-
tions on denving the Holy Ghost, which is explained
in Alma 19. This reads in part: “'For behold, if ye deny
the Holy Ghost when it once has had place in you, and
ve know that ye deny it; behold, this is a sin which is
unpardonable.”  Alma 19:8.

Qur pastor, Brother C. LeRoy Wheaton was a guest
ot this meeting, We are pleased to have the older
members of the church express an active interest in our
orgamization by aitending some of our meetings.

Our recular Thursday mesting, which would have
iedlen on Thonksgiving night, was postponed until the
following Saturday, November 26. On this day, we
took part in an educctional, which proved 1o give us
lessons in “why not to jump off porches” and "how 1o
patch o tire’”. Qur first stop on « tour of historical spots
was Fort Osage, which is situated on the bank of the
Misouri River necar Sibley, Missouri. Here we toured
the fort blockhouse and irading post, which have been
reconstructed as nearly os possible like the original
buildings. After this tour, we played some running
games on the open ground that surrounds these build-
ings. During the course of a game of tag, Sister Velma
Wheaton jumped from a porch of the trading post o a
bank cnd fractured her ankle. Brother Dick backed
his siation wagon in ond took her to the doctor. We
had come prepared o have a picnic lunch so we did
this on the picnic grounds near the Fort.

After clearing up the debris left from our picnicing,
we headed for the old Liberty jail in Liberty, Missouri
where Joseph ond Hyrum Smith ond other lead-
ers were imprisoned by the Missouri Militia in 1838.
From there, we drove toward Excelsior Springs to Fish-
ing river, where the Saints gathered in 1834 ond were
saved by a great storm from an attack by the Army.

It was of this point that Brother Jack Sprague dis-
covered a leok in his tire and that had to be fixed.
We all reached home safely however, and were happy
for the opportunity o have a day like this fogether.

The December 1 Church History lesson was in «
similar vein as the one before, covering primarily the
authority of our priesthood.

Our meeting of December 8 was an opportunity for
us io do something different ond of benefit to many.
We gathered at the church and wrote letters to those of
our number who are away from home this year. Mony
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ore in the service. We hope thev enjoy reading our
efforts as we enjoyed writing to keep in touch with
them.

We would like to hear more of activities of ocur
voung people from other parts of the country. Perhops
we could find Pen Pdals for some of vou. If vou will
write me, [ will be glad to sse that vour name ond ad-
dress are published. You might include your age ond
description.

Enid Bell, Reporter
B TS S ——

CEDAR SPRINGS, MICHIGAN

I, as one of the yvoung people, would like to tell of
the enjoyment we all had. We met Saturday, Novem-
ber 19, at George and Sally Brantner's farm. About
2:00 we had a hike back through the woods about two
miles, with the appreciation of Sally as our leader.
We had thirteen that went on this bequtiful hike. That
was not all of the young folks that were there. More
came at supper time. At supper time instead of eating
in the house, we ate outside. We had o hot-dog roast,
and all the cider we wanted. After that with o real
sturdy wagon and iractor oll the young people and all
who wanted to go, went on a real nice, long, peaceful
hay-ride. With the appreciation of Charles Brantner,
our driver, we went about the whole couniry over
there. We want o thank the ladies that worked in the
kitchen, also Sally and George who made this possible
for us young folks to have such o good time, and
Charles who drove the tractor. This was a wonderful
day for the young folks. We want to say that we
hope the next hayride we have will be longer.

The young people all got betfter acquainted with
each other.

On Sunday, November 20, we had a very inspir-
ing day. A wonderful yvum-yum Thanksgiving dinner,
too. 10:00 till 12:30, we had o prayer and testimony
meeting, ate dinner, and had song service with solos
from Brother Don Housknecht, LeVern Lussenden, the
three Adams girls, Brother Bell, cmd Brother Sheldon;
preaching service by Brother Postma at 2:30, and he
gave us o wonderful sermon; o 5-minute breck, then
Brother Bell gave an inspiring talk to everyone,

There was one baby blessed and three people ad-
ministered to. Brother Letzkie played his accordian
for some of the solos and other songs that were sung
for which we wish to thank him.

There was a nice big group gathered at these meet-
ings. We had 82 people gathered through the two-
day meeting. We have never enjoved a two-day mest-
ings more than this one.

There were people from Ravenna, Hopkins, Sand
Lake, Barryton, Loomis, Flint, Muskegon, Cedar
Springs, Belding, Sparta, Newaygo, Fenton, Dorr,
Grand Raopids, Wayland, and Independence, Mo., and
I'm sure they dll enjoyed it very much.

Lois L. Heath, Reporter

TEN REASONS FOR TITHING

God commonds it

We express our love to God in it.

We will be guilty of robbing God if we don't.
It will bring God's blessing on the 90%.

. It helps to increase our faith.

. It is the kev to prosperity.

. It helps to spread the Gospel.

. It is God's plan 1o finance the church.

It promotes systematic giving.

O We lay up treasures in Heaven in doing so.

[P P SE———,

WEDDINGS

Medders-Ware

On Thursday evening, July 28, Truman Medders
and Mary Jane Ware were united in marriage at the
home of Elder and Mrs. Alex Smith of Ava, Missouri.
Brother Smith performed the ceremony, which was
becutifully worded to suit the occasion. Miss Mar-
garet Apperson and Ireatess C. Keeney were atlen-
dants.

Mrs. Medders is a graduate of Licking High School,
attended three vears at Southwest Missouri State Col-
lege, Springfield, Missouri, and one year at Panhandle
A. & M. College, Goodwell, Oklahoma, graduating in
May, 1955,

Mr. Medders is a graduate of Clinton High School,
Clinton, Oklahoma. After two vears in service, Mr.
Medders atiended Panhondle A. & M. College and
graduated in May, 1955,

Mr. Medders is now employed as basketball coach
and Mrs. Medders as first grade teacher in the Houston
Public School, Houston, Missouri.

May the companionship between these two through
the coming years, as their lile stream glides swiftly
along, seek for heavenly favor in the path the Saviour
trod.

Keeney-Apperson

On Friday evening, October 21, at 7:30 P. M., Miss
Margaret Lou Apperson, daughter of Mr. Claude L.
Apperson of Houston, Misscuri, became the bride of
Dr. Ireatess C. Keeney, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. E.
Keeney also of Houston.

The candlelight ceremony was performed by Elder
Paul Mercer in the home of the groom in Houston. Ac-
companying the bride to the dltar ot the fireplace,
which was decorated with baskets of pink gladiola in-
terspersed with ferns and candles in crystal candelo-
bra, was Mrs. Trumen Medders, matron of honor and
sister of the groom. She wore a navy linen suit with
navy ond white cccessories and o corsage of pink
carncations.

The bride, who was given in marriage by her
father, wore an afternoon-length dress of deep turquois
irridescent silk. The low-cut bodice fectured off-the-
shoulder sleeves and rhinestone butions. The skirt
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was fuii‘ and flared. She carried o white Bible topped
with red reses and white streamers.

The groom was attended by Truman Medders, his
brother-in-law, as best man.

Immedictely following the ceremony a small re-
ception was held. The lace covered table was adorn-
ed with white feathered mums in a low crystal holder
and a four-tiered wedding cake. Cake and punch was
served to the immediate family and o few close friends.

The couple lelt on o short wedding irip in the
Shepherd of the Hills region, after which they will be
at home in Houston, where the groom is a practicing
veterinariom.

The former Miss Apperson is a graducte of the
Houston High School and has been employved for some
time ot the Krafts Foods Company in Houston. Dr.
Keeney graducied from Licking High School and re-
ceived his V. 5. and D. V. M. degree from the College
of Agriculture at the University of Missouri.

May God's blessing rest upon them, that they may
learn to be useful in the kingdom of the Lord, that their
footsteps may not falter in that straight and noarrow
way so that when life's dark vevage is over they may
be worthy to heor the glad welcome and enter into

rest.
—————————— —

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kommer of St. Louis are the
proud parents of another baby girl, born June 14, 1855,
She was given the name, Joon Marie. Sister Kommer
ond husband have another doughter, Jane Ann. We
wish God's blessings on this family and new bundle
from heaven. We pray that they will be guided from
above in raising their little family to walk in the path
of rightecusness.

PP
-

THE TOUCH OF THE MASTER'S HAND

"Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer
Thought it was scarcely worth his while
To waste much time on the old violin,
But he held it up with a smile.
"What am I bidden, good folks,” he cried,
"Who'll start the bidding for me?
A dollar, a dollar—now two, only two—
Two dollars, and who'll make it three?

"Three dollars, once, three dollars, twice,
Going for three”—Dbut no!
From the room far back a gray-haired mon
Came forward and picked up the bow;
Then wiping the dust from the old violin,
And tightening up all the strings,
He played a melody pure and sweet,
As sweet as an angel sings.

The music ceased, and the quctioneer,
With o voice that was quist and low,
Scaid, "What am I bid for the old viclin?”
And he held it up with the bow.
" A thousemd dollars—and who'll make it two?
Two thousand-—and who'll make it three?
Three thouscmd once, and three thousand twice—
And going—and gone”’, said he,

The people cheered, but some of them cried,
"We do not quite understand—
What changed iis worth?” The man replied,
"The touch of the master’'s hand.”
And many a man with life out of time,
And battered and torn with sin,
Is cuctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd,
Much like the old viclin.

A mess of potiage, a glass of wine,
A game—and he iravels on,
He's going once, and going twice,
He's going—and almost gonel
But the Master comes, ond the foolish crowd
Never can quite understand
The worth of a soul, and the change that's wrought
By the touch of the Master's hand.

—Author Unknown

Please send all Articles, Missionary Reports,
Bishop's Reports, Activities from the School of the
Minisiry, Questions and Miscellemeous ltems o Archie
F. Bell, 1101 West Orchard, Independence, Missouri.

Send Letters and Reports from Locals to Lois Harris,
1920 South Osage, Iudependence, Missouri.

Send all Poems cnd Reports from Auxiliaries (Sun-
day Schools, United Workers, Young Peoples’ Christicn
League) to Marion Sprague, 424 East Walnut, Indepen-
dence, Missouri.

May we urge all who have material to be published
in the Advocate to be sure to have it in the hands of
the Editors by the 15th of the month previous to its mail-
ing. Example: Material for the August issue should be
in the hands of the Editors by July 15. This will help
us to get the paper ocut on time.

The Editors

INSTRUCTIONS IN ORDERING

Our quarterlies are not dated, but numbered, because they
contain a regular course of study, and if the schools desire to make
this study, they should order the quarterlies according to number so
as to avail themselves of the entire course, so far as the study has
been extended up to the present time. None of the courses are, as
vet, complels.

Send ALL remittances for the Sunday Schocl Association to:
General Sunday School Association Treasurer, Church of Christ
(Temple Lot), Box 472, Independence, Missouri.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Price Each
Wee Mites, Picture Stories to color,

5sets, 110 18 @0 $ .15
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 1, Childhood of Jesus.......... 20
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 2, Jesus' Ministry.. .20
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 3, Jesus' Minisiry cont........ . .20
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 4, Life of Jesus........ .20
Junior, Vol. 1, No. 1, Principles of the Gospel.......... .20

Junior, Vol. 1, No. 2, God's Revealments to
Junior, Vol. 1, No. 3, Fruits of the Spirit....ccoeeene. .20
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