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HEREFORE leaving the principles of the docirine of

Chirist, let us go on unto perfection; not laying

again the foundation of repentonce from dead works,
and of faith toward God,

Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of
honds, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
judgment.

And this we will do, if God permit.

For it is impossible for those who were once en-
lightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,

And have tasted the good word of God, and the
powers of the world to come,

If they shall {all oway, to renew them again unto
repentonce; seing they crucify to themselves the Son
of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

Hebrews 6:1-6
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EDITORIAL

We occasionally hear the guestion among mem-
bers of churches: "What has come over the religious
people of today?” It is a good guestion and should be
answered. Many who can recall forty years or more
ago believe conditions were better in the church group
where they attended at that time than they are where
they attend today.

One of cur human wecknesses is to either cdll o
mind only the good points or bad ones, depending on
what we are trving io prove. If we will permit both
good and bad memories to come to mind, we would,
I believe, in o majority of times, be better content with
our surroundings of today. I do not meon to say that
there is no foull, but I do mean 1o say that if we maoke
the best of today, our lot in lile will be more pleasant.

Read the history of the nineteenth century only «
few years ofter the Church of Christ was restored. If
vou do so vou will find that they were looking back
and lamenting over the thought that things were better
in their early vears.

One of the most unwise things we can do is live in
the past. There is nothing we can do over to change
it. We must prepare for the future and do it today.
Tomorrow may be too late.

We must exercise that concern, for one another, we
cdll love. Conditions in the world have changed in
such o way that our concern for one ancther may be
dimmed if we ore not careful to keep it alive and bum-
ing brightly.

From the beginning of the Gentiles' times, they,
the Gentiles, moved westerly. This continued over the
centuries until about a quarter of o century ago. In
this western migration, one Irontier after onother
would spring up. In frontier living, people have to, of
a necessity, depend on one another. This dependence
ccuses a concern for each other's welfare. This is
what we term love for our neighbor.

There are no frontiers any more. West has met the
East, closing the gap, thus bringing about a new era.
In this new erqa, the dependence and concern for our
neighbor has been substituted with other things. None
of these substitutes are as uselul to the spiritual man
as was neighborliness.

Where the ecrly settlers used to help each other,
now in mony instances they hire their help. Where
they used to get together of an evening as a group and
enjoy themselves in singing, visiting, etc,, now in many
instances they sesek worldly entertainment.

That old epirit of {fellowship in many instances has
been substituted by the spirit of mammon. Perhops
this is the reason so many of the Lord's people have
been kept poor in this world's goods. That way they
still must depend on one another o a great exient.
And in that way they have been able to retain much
of the Spirit of God.

Besides love for one another, there are other things
to keep in mind, although they still come under the
heading of love. One condition we must develop with-
in oursslves cnd espeéecially must the minisiry do so.
That condition is compassion.

Many times during the ministry of Christ, we notice
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the statement that He was filled with compassion to-
ward the people.

Ome instance was just before He called His twelve
apostles. Matthew tells us that Christ was moved with
compassion toward the people becouse they were so
hunary for the word of God that they even fainted ond
were scatiered like sheep having no shepherd.

Another time in the account given by Nephi, Christ
iold them that His bowels were filled with compassion
and asked them to bring their sick and those with ony
manner of affliction and He would heal them.

A servant of God must have compassion in his
heart as well as faith if he would be successiul.

Another thing we need is respect. We must be
willing to respect the position of cnother even if we
sincerely believe he is wrong. [t may be difficult to do
so, but it is necessary if we are to come io a unity of
the faith.

We must have respect for the house of the Lord,
end conduct ourselves in «a humble memner while
therein. We are prone o show more respect when o
meeting is conducted for one who haos departed this
life than we do in the house of the living God. Our
memner of conduct and our dress should be of least as
respectiul when we attend services that God has been
invited to as they are af a wedding or o funeral.

let us remember the words which Christ spoke:
"God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”

A F. B

AN EXPLANATION

In reviewing the Conference minutes, particularly
that part which contains o report of the Secretary of
the Quorum of Twelve to the Conference, with refer-
ence io the filling of vaconcies in the Quorum of
Twelve, 1 see need of amplification.  In this [ have no
desire to sesk to maoke any changes in the report as it
stands, but [ do feel that some clarification is necessary
in order that the saints abroad may have o correct un-
derstanding of what really did occur.  In the report it is
indiceited that 1, B. C. Flint, arose and indicated that |
had received some spiritual manifestation concerning
the call of Brother Archie Rell to the office of Apostle.
In other words, 1 virtually issued o call. This needs
clarification. | have never posed as a prophet or revel-
ator to this church, nor did I in this instonce.

Here is what reclly occurred. The Twelve had met
that morning in their Quorum room in fasting and pray-
er with the object of importuning our kind Master with
reference ic the two vacancies that had been occasion-
ed by the deaths of Brethren J. E. Bozarth and James E.
Yates. 1 had come to that meeting with o few mental
reservations in my mind. The name of Brother Bell
had been mentioned prior to this time, and I was not
sure what I might do should this be brought up, but
during the season of prayer, as mentioned in the re-
port, my mind was placed completely at rest on the
matter, and all reservations were removed, so | merely
arose and testified to this fact, and stated that as o re-
sult of the sweet spirit of peace that pervaded the room
ot the time, that the matter was entirely in the hands of
God and that if we trusted Him fully that those things
which we, as weak humans, could not do through reas-

oning, would be cared for by our Father in Heaven in
His own way, and that we need not fear to go forward
in the matter. Then before I took my seat, I said that
1 felt prepared to present another name, but whether
this should be acted upon now, or at some future time,
I did not know, and I presented the name of Brother
Leon Yates. Immediately one or two of the brethren
expressed their approval by saying AMEN cudibly.

I feel that this clarification is due both to me and
o the membership at large.

Sincerely your brother in Christ,
B. C. Flint

OUT OF THE MAIL SACK

3108 Woodrow Ave.
Fi. Wayne 3, Ind.
May 9, 1954

Greetings to My Dear Brothers in Our Lord Jesus Christ:

As a Lamanite brother it is not easy to tell you the
great joy I find in writing to you, o express my per-
sonal knowledge in the Book of Mormon as the History
and Religious Record of our Indian people. Each of our
iribes held a part of the record; indeed, the tribes even
have plates of copper, of lead and of leather on which
were written the record of our Lord's mission on this
lemd. But without the coming forth of the Book of
Mormon, no iribes could see that our Lord's Mission
was to all men.

His mission was o iribal-selfish thing in our hearts,
cnd was being lost away ifrom our people. [ am so
glad the Restoration has torn away the mists, that o
New Birth of Brotherhood in Christ is restored. [ am
happy to say that when Brother Clarence L. Wheaton
led me down into the water of Fish Creek, that he
opened a new world to my evyes.

1 have felt the great love of Brother and Sister
Whecaton in our home when we talked of the work in
Yucaton. The fire of the Lord will burn away the
trash and the church will have a clean field of love in
that area. We should all support Fernando Ojeda,
ond pray that he may be able to fill his lond with,
churches in the land our Lord labored in, in the Golden
age.

It has been said to me how small we of the Temple
Lot are in numbers, but thank God we are; for a per-
fect small gem is worth much more thon o larger gem
il of faults. 1 can only add thot I know our guins
seem small yet each new member is « whole new
fisld. It is from small seeds that the harvest is grown.

The Indicns have missed Brother Wheaton here in
the States, but we are glad he was able to visit us this
Hme for we have been refreshed and with new hope
we can resume our personal efforts. 1 have borrowed
a great deal from Brother and Sister Wheaton from
their storehouse of kindness, love and hops, and 1
must tell the church I have never found them wanting.
I com never repay their kindness nor can I tell you how
happy they made me through their efforts to bring the
true word of our Lord into my home by giving me the
whole story of the Restoration.

It is my hope that each of our Elders in every La-
manite area will visit, investigate, and council the La-
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memites of their field; for the Lamanites are a bewil-
dered people.

Prory for us that we may be worthy of the many
blessings that the restored gospel has given us, cnd we
shall pray for each of you in the church.

Your Lamanite Brother in Jesus Christ,

Howard L. La Hurreau

Monongahela, Pa.
April 29, 1954

Zion's Advocate
Independence, Missouri

Editor: It may interest your readers io learn that
Apostle Whecton, and his wife walked into our church
here in Monongahela, on Sunday morning, April 25th,
wholly unexpected to us. 1 was in the pulpit af the
time of their appearance, and did not recognize them;
in fact, after the mesting closed, they were obliged to
introduce themselves to me, even though I had stayed
overnight with them in their home some few years ago.
My memory has always served me well, but on this
occasion [ was caught unawares—I guess the years
are telling on me.

However, I was glad to see them and tock them to
my home for dinner. They were very tired, especially
Brother Wheaton, and while I went to our afternoon
meeting, | told him to lay down and foke a rest. 1
found him rested up some when I returned home. Of
course my wile remained home with Brother and 3Sis-
ter Wheaton.

Atter supper we all went to our church. On Sunday
evening we have two meetings, the young people’s so-
siety engages one hour, and then we have one hour
preaching service. However, on this occaosion we dis-
pensed with our preaching service and allowed the
Apostle and his wife to address the young people's
meeting-—telling them of their experiences in mis-
sionary work among the natives in Mexico and Cen-
trad America, and their success in converting many of
them to their {aith, along with the hardships in travel-
ing in the jungles of that country and the persecutions
which was their lot to bear. I am sure their experi-
ences as related by them were interesting to all.

In the meantime, we crranged for a meeting on the
following evening (Monday) for them to show the pic-
tures they had taken in their travels in that southern
couniry. We advertized the mesting in the city paper
here, and we had o very nice qudience present for the
occasion. It took them two hours or more to show the
pictures, which are on colored films, and as for me, I
must say they are wonderful, and especially to believ-
ers in the Book of Mormon. It was the first ime that [
had seen a really good show of the scenes that are so
numercus down in that couniry. [ fdil to see where the
architecture of today, has onything on that of pre-Col-
umbicm days on this Western Hemisphere—and built
in Book of Mormon days by the forefathers of the
American Indion race,—vyea by Israslites, who were
once the apple of God's eve.

The ruins that are left behind them, certainly specks
of the high state of civilization the Israslites attained

to beyond the wdall, after their dispersion from the land
of Palestine. 1 was very much interested in the lovely
appearance of those people who are living in so prim-
itive conditions as they are in Yucatan-—dressed so
much in white and their dress seemed to be spotless,
cnd becxutifuﬂy embroidered by hand, and with so little
to do with. As I understand it, Brother Wheaton has
token these pictures himself, ond he certainly has o
wonderful collection of them, along with a collection
of artifacts. These pictures were shown in our Sunday
School rocm, and 1 belisve were enjoved by all pres-
ent.

My daughter, Ruth Mouniain, who teaches in the
city schools, asked them i they would show the pic-
tures in her school, if she could get the permission to do
so. Permission was gronted, and [ went with them to
the school ot nine o'clock the next morning. There are
seven or eight rooms in the building. The children
were assembled together in the hall of the building,
and for two and o half hours, Brother and Sister Wheat-
on entertained both scholars and teachers. It was
quite a treat for the children, and the Wheatons were
much complimented by the school teachers. We then
returned to my home, and alter taking some pictures at
our home, tr deparied from here for the Sigle of
Rhode Island to spend a few davs, and then return o
their home in Independence, and make ready for an-

ther trip to Yucatan. The Wheatons are very ener-

getic, and are certainly exerting themselves in spread-
gospel as they understand it.  As for
me, I have clways tought that God will bless the
honest efforts of oll people

Sincerely,

W. H. Cadman, of the Church of Jesus Christ

Apostle Archie Bell
THE CHURCH OF CHRISTE
2 de mavyo de 1954

Querido: hermano en la fe de Jesus, para mi por
causa del amor de Dics que nos une con un vinculo
fuerte de paz de mansedumbre, cungue estamos muy
lejos de vosoiros.

Amado hermano eh Dios, vo le sabido con amor
cristicno v mi es posa le saludan tambien v saludamos
los hermanos v las hermanas de nuestra iglesia todo
en nombre Cristo Jesus nuesiro salvador.

Mi nombre es: Eusebio Yam mi esposa es; Pstrona
C. de Yam v nuesiros hijos son ires sus no«mbres son:
Eddymaria, F lics v Jaime v vecimos de Ticul Yuccdan
nos boutizaron el 6 de Abril en Dzan por hermano
Fernando (Elder) todo sea para honra v gloria a Dios.
Gracias, hermanos mios, doy o DlOb por vosolros nos
Iraejerozt la verdad del evangelio v lo he recibide con
qusto Yo, hermano mio, quiero gue repartes mi nom-
bre v mi direccion a los demas hermonos de lo
iglesia para ‘TU.C ellos me escribon algunc corto
de consejos o testimonios me puede servir mucho v
lo agrederia, pora sentirme unidos cungue una dis-
toncio tan largo nos separa. Que oren o Diog mucho
por nosotros por tenemos mucho frabajos misionero
en una finca su nombre es: "Vayaleeh” pero estoy
tom pobre pues no puedo seguir, pero espero en Dios
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la oportunidad, porque no puede delor me trabajo,
porgue necestto el dinero pora el sustento de me hogar.

Frn la ofra carta les contareme hisioric, solo un
pedazo les contare chora, yo vivic en und finca
"“Vayaleeh” (Farm) pero me sacaron de alli por el
santo evangelio, ful o Ticul vivir (Ticul City) v me
enferme del higado me quede sin irabojor pues me
guede muy pobre, y chora esioy viviendo con me
familia en su terreno do unhermano do nuestra iglesia
como 5 kilometros de Ticul, v no tengo casa propic.
Pues gracias a Dios estoy muy dliviado de la enfer-
medad, el mismo hermano me da frabaio cungue muy
poco 1o gue gone, pero con eso esicumos viviendo
cqunque pobremente.

Fn lo proxima carta les escribire mi historia para
que publiquen en periodico “Zion's Adovcate.”

Perdonme, hermanos mios, porque escribi con tinta
porque no tengo plumo-—fuente ni finia ni papeal buenoc
dispense no que escribo en ingles progque est oy
aprendiendo escribir v hablar en ingles todavia, pero
voy o hacer un esfuerzo escribir un poco sn ingles que
me dispense por errores y lavor de corregirme.

Esperc lasconstestacion muy pronto vy gracias o
Dios.

YVuestros Hno. Eusebio Yam.
Mi direccion: Euseblo Yam.

29 #21F
Ticul, Yucatan, Msxico

Interpretation Tc The Above Letter

May 2, 1954
Apostle Archie Bell
The Church of Christ

Dear brother in the faith of Jesus, for me i is «
pleasure to write you these humble words for the cause
of the love of God that we unite with yvou a sirong link
of peare, of meekness, although we are very far from
vou.

Loved brother in God, I greet yvou with Christian
love and my wile greets vou also and we greet the
brothers and sisters of our church all in the name of
Christ Jesus our Savior.

My name is Fusebio Yom, my wile is Petrona
C. de Yom and our children are three. Their names are
Eddy Maria, Elias and Jaime and we are near Ticul,
Yucedan., We were baptized the 6 of April in Dzan by
Bro. Pernando (Elder) all was for honor and glory to
God. My brothers, I give thanks o God, through you
we heard the truth of the gospel and we have received
it with pleasure. I, my brother, wish that vou distribute
my name cnd my address to the other brothers of the
church that they write me some letter of counsel or
testimonies o make me able to serve much and I
would acknowledge it, to feel I cm united with you
although o distomce so large separates us. That you
pray io God much for us for we have much missionary
work to perform. [ hove undertoken a missionary

work in cn esiate whose name is "Vayalceh” but 1
am so poor therefore 1 wasn't able to succeed, but rest
in God the opportunity, because I am not able to leave
my work because I need the money for the sustenance
of my home.

In the other letter I will tell vou my story, only o
piece I tell yvou now. [ lived on cn estate "Vayalceh”
(ferm) but they drew me away from there for the holy
gospel. 1 went to Ticul to live (Ticul City) and T fell
il of the liver. I remained without working therefore
I stayed very poor, and now I am living with my fam-
ily on the land of a brother in our church about 5 kilo-
metres from Ticul, and I don't have a house of my
owr. But thanks to God I am much eased of the in-
firmity, the same brother gave me work although very
little theot which 1 goin, but with this we are living, ol
though poorly.

In the next letter I will write you my story for publi-
cation in the periodical "Zion's Advocate.”

Pardon me, my brothers, because I would write with
ink but I don't have o fountain pen nor ink nor good
paper, excuse me that I don't write in English becouse
I am learning to write ond talk a liftle in English vet,
but I go to make on sffort to write a litfle in English
that vou excuse me for errors and favor fo correct me.

1 hope for the answer very soon and thanks to God.
Yours,
Eusebio Yam

My address: Eusebio Yam
294+ 21F
Ticul, Yucatan, Mexico

Salt Lake City, Utah
April 24, 1954

Zion's Advocate
Grestings:

1 enclose herewith notice of the Tennessee Reunion.

Sister Robertson and I are well and are enjoying a
brief visit with our family here in ond around Salt
Lake City. We will be leaving out scon for the south
land our mission field.

We wish to assure you that you have our loyal sup-
port in your work of the Adovcate entrusied to you,
and may God continue to bless vou os He has done
in the past.

Yours in Gospel Bonds,
R. R. Robertson

(The notice of the Reunion appears elsewhere in the
paper).—Eds.

s G i

NEWS FROM LOCALS

Flint, Michigan

The glory of Easter Sunday was the answer 1o our
prayers here in Flint. The saints had prayed for word
from God on this day and it was received in the form
of a revelotion through Aposile Don Housknecht.

The whole day was spiritually becutiful. It begon
at 8:00 A. M., with the baptism of Sister Louise Petcoff.
This was an event of great rejoicing. Then after morn-
ing services, commenced an all day meeting in which
the church helped to commemorate the fifteenth anni-
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versary of Brother Don and Sister Doris Housknecht.

During the prayer meeting, Brother Don spoke under
the Spirit telling us that our God was somewhat pleas-
ed with us but were vet displeasing in manvy things.
We were chastened that we did not aways seek to
live the song which we so love io sing, "Oh Master
Let Me Walk With Thee.”

In this revelation, Brother Earl Bergey was called
to the office of priest. Others were spoken to also,
individually end collectively.

Our minds were eased when we were told not o
fear the calling of Apostle Bell, but to allow things to
take their course,

We were exhorted to begin o storehouse because
of the perilous times yet o come, and to awail com-
maondment of God before flocking to the “center place”
beccuse the time was not vet right. It was brought to
mind that we should put more ecrnest heed to the
more imporant points of doctrine instead of guibbling
unspiritually over the lesser. This seemed io mecn
the whole church in general and concerned conier-

ence.

On this Easter Sunday, Gary Lee Adams, son of
Dora and Harold Adams of Traverse City, was blessed
by Brother Don Housknecht and Brother Leslie Adarms,
the grondfather. Also, on the preceding Sunday, Jom-
ice Lorraine and Julie Ann Adams were blessed. They
are the daughters of Mildred and Glen Adams, children
of Gertis and Leslie Adams.

Cn May 9th, we were gladdened to hear the gospel
message of Elder Ed. Welch, who, though he has long
labored in the work, we find his ardor is still o bright
flame, constantly refurbished by activity. He had hith-
erto spoken in the vicinity of Cedar Springs and Tro-
verse City, which peoples alsc welcomed him with
joy. ’

We are much encouraged by the new branches that
are starting and the renewed interest in the progress of
the work that we love. To this end ascends our pray-
ers.

Winona Adams, Reporter

Traverse City, Michigan

This report will bring our local up o date. We are
progressing, though slowly, but are happy in the
knowledge that the Lord is blessing us very much.

February 21, a dinner was served. The proceeds
go toward our building fund. Sister Lucinda Scott, her
son Lowell and dauchter Gale from Elk Rapids were
with us.

February 25, a woman's department was organized
and named "Willy Workers”. We would like to have
a kitchen added to our church and the "Willy Work-
ers’’ make many articles of clothing ond many useful
articles from cloth and the proceeds from these arficles
are to buy dishes, a stove and dll the things that will
be needed in the kiichen.

March 7, was Sacrament Sunday. There were
twelve visitors present, among them Brother and Sister
George Brantner. Brother Brominer was in charge of

our Sacrament service. Dinner was served ot the
church then ot two o'clock was preaching by Brother
Braniner. After that they had to leave us.

The "Willy Workers” have met several imes and
are showing much progress. Later they will have a
sale to sell their goods.

April 4 wos Sacrament Sunday again.  After ser-
vices some of us went over to visit the Baty's at Ben-
zonia, Michigan. Sister Vivian ond Sister Mary were
administered to. We had o nice visit with them.

Thelma Polack, Reporter

Banks, Oregon
Readers of the Advocdie,
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Since our last report, we had the great honor ond
God-given privilege of having Apostles L. A. Gould
and Housknecht with us. We enjoyed several spirit-
filled sermons which left us enlightened and refreshed
with that determination to labor ever so much harder
for the cause of Christ.

We had the privilege of blessing the son of Mr. and
Mrs, Ronald Dean Proctor. The mother is Darlene
Alice Schuliz, the daughter of Brother and Sister Gil-
bert H. Schuliz. Elder Arthur E. Gould officiating.

Although we are small in number, we occupy the
hour of praver meeting by having a question and an-
swer pericd which is very interssting.

Since the warm weather has come, we are now
holding services every Sunday. We are all looking
for our next issue of the Advocate to read of the Con-
ference happenings.

Well, sc as not to make this report too lengthy, will
close with o poem.

"GIVE ME WORDS”

By Grenville Kleiser
Give me words to suit the hour
‘Words of wisdom, words of power;
Words that radiate new light,
Words to lift men io the height.

Give me words for daily need,
Words o hungry soul to fsed;
Words that help someone to live
Words to bless and freely give.

Give me words that glow with lile,
Words to vanguish human strife:
Words that whisper tender love,
Weords endowed by God above.

Gilbert H. Schultz, Reporter

McClelland, Iowa

On Sunday, April 18th, Brother Gould and Brother
Jordan were with us here at McClellond and held ser-
vices both moming and afternoon. By o majority vote
a local was organized here at McClelland.  Brother
Clyde Ellis was ordained an Elder.
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We request the prayers of all the Saints. Please
pray with us that the spirit of truth will guide and direct
cand be with us here at this place at all times.

Sister Carl Lubbe
Secretary and Treasurer

Ava Visits Advocate

During the weeks preceding and following Conier-
ence, we had no meetings, being few in number as
many were cattending Conference. Meeting cgain
April 25, we enjoyed a nice assembly with several vis-
itors from Independence; John and Enid Bell, Caroline
Hedrick, Alice Reed and Jack Bell. From Gurley, Ne-
braska, were Alice Larsen and sons Timmy and Tom-
my, and doaughier June. Also Russell and Oma Kath-
erine Lathrop ond children of Ava, and Clifton Engle
of Independence, Clifton and Oma Katherine are broth-
er and sister.

Brother John Bell was the morning speaker. For o
text he read chapter 24 of Malthew, where it specks of
these last days and warning us of the false Christs that
arise who deceive many, and the ialse prophets that
will lead many astray. From 1 Thessalonions 5:21,
"Prove all things; hold fast thet which is good.”

Shortly after Conference, Brother cnd Sister T. 1.
Jordan made the irip to Ava from Independence with
Brother and Sister Arthur Smith, for a quick visit,
staying overnight and returning the next day to Inde-
pendence. Also Sister Hubert Schroder of Bemidii,
Minnesota, who had been at Conlerence, made a short
visit at the home of Brother and Sister Alex Smith.
She is a sister to Sister Alex Smith. Sister Schrader
made the trip with Jack Bell and Carolyn Nast from
Independence, who visited of the home of Jack's par-
ents, Brother and Sister Archie Bell.

Brother Arthur Smith and Brother Archie Bell were
in charge of the Sacrament Service the first Sunday in
May. The thought was brought out that the whole
church was united in the keeping of this Service eand
that we would be more united af oll imes if we could
carry with us continually the same Spirit, the feeling
ol good will that we bring with us o these meetings,
then God could meet with us in greater measure.

Sister Lester Burgin and daughter Caothy, and Joack
Bell were visitors the second week in May. Sister Bur-
gin (Barbarca) visiting her parents, Brother and Sister
Arthur Smith; also, Alexandesr Smith, Carol Baldus and
fo Ann Lewis of Independence arrived in Ava early
Saturday morning, visiting with Alexander’s uncle and
cunt, Brother and Sister Alex Smith omd grandparents,
Brother and Sister Arthur Smith.

Monday evening, the 3rd of May, the church group
met at Brother and Sister Harvey Bell's for an oyster
supper. The following day Brother Harvey Bell left for
Independence where he plans to do some carpenter
work, toking with him, his doughter, Sister Alice Lar-
sen and children, who had been visiting with the Hor-
vey Bell's for two weeks. Sister Larsen thus begin-
ning the first part of her journey to her home in Ne-
braska.

May 9, Brother Arthur Smith was the specker, his
text, chapter 4 of Luke; verses 16-32. Verse 24 reads,

"And he said, Verily I say unto you, no prophet is ac-
cepted in his own country.” Then as they sought to
destroy him, (Christ) verse 30 reads, “But he passing
through the midst of them went his way”'. So we, with
foith in God and with His watchcare over us, may pass
through the calamities, the destructions of these last
days.

May 16, Brother Alex Smith was the specker, using
for a text, Hebrews 6:1-7, where the six principles of
the gospel is found: Faith, repentance, baptism, the lay-
ing on of honds, the resurrection and eternal judgment.
He brought out the thought of the length of time be-
tween the 4th and 5th principles; the laving on of
honds ond the resurrection, which time is the period
when we are to bring our lives in harmony with God's
laws, to live the Gospel. Ephesions 6:1-9, "Children
cbey thy parents,—servants be cbedient to them that
are your masters,—not with eve-service, as men-pleas-
ers; but as the servants of Christ doing the will of God
from the heart; with good will doing service, as io the
Lord, and not to men”.

Darleen Smith, Reporter

Independence News

Well, folks, interssting evenis are still going on
around our branch. The Saiurday following Con-
ference, April 17, Miss Enid Morris, doughter of
John Elmer Morris, of Lincoln, Nebraska, and John Ed-
ward Bell, son of Brother and Sister Harvey Bell, of
Ava, Missouri, were united in marriage. The wedather
was begutiful {or the occasion, and cmid baskets and
bouquets of lilacs and other spring flowers, we wit-
nessed this holy ceremony.

We had o good turn out Easter Sunday, April 18
In the morming service Brother B. C. Flint gave us «
sermon concerning Christ's resurrection. He reminded
us, indeed, that we are worshipping o living Christ.
That evening, Brother Harvey Bell, of Ava, Missourd,
was the speaker. He quoted much of Il Nephi, 30th
to the 42nd verses. He admonished much concerning
contention. He also told us we were an example io
our neighbors.

Brother A, M. Smith, of Ava, Missouri, was our Sun-
day morning speaker April 25. It was o goodly ser-
mon concerning our foolishness in amassing the ma-
terial things of this life. He also iikened us to the peo-
ple in Noagh's Hime befors the flood. At the evening
service Brother Marvin Case gave us good food for
thought. He compared us to the humon body; how
we are all members of the body, and we cll have need
of one another.

May 2, was Sacrament Service, and we all enjoyed
it. Brother Rolland Sprague was the speaker that eve-
ning. He quoted from Christ's sermon when he first ap-
peared to the Book of Mormon people. Much of his
sermon concerned contention.

On the evening of May 7th, ol of us who were
able gathered at the new home of Brother and Sister
Birchie Welion oand family, for a house worming.
Everybody had a good time.

May 9th was Mother's Day, and in the morning,
Brother Leslie Case, our pastor, gave us an appropriate
(continued on page 95)
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SERMON BY BROTHER LEROY WHEATON

1 appreciate the remarks of Brother Joseph Yates
this morning. 1 would that I were able to live up to
all the good things that he seems {o see in me. I as-
assure vou that it is my desire o serve God. 1 will
relate o lititle incident that happened two weeks ago
to show that, being human, I have shrunk from this
responsibility many times. Brother Leslie had asked
me to speak last Sunday, and circumstances being
as they were, and not feeling up to the spirituality that
1 would like to have felt up too, I told him I thought 1
had better not and [ didn't.  But this time 1 felt that 1
should go chead and rely upon God and come here
with a desire in my heart to bring to you those things
which God might lead us to study together this morning
The song, O Master Workman of the Race,” which we
have sung and o which Brother Joe has referred seems
remarkably well to fit in with the thoughts which have
been in my mind, because [ want o speck somewhat
of the things that led Christ into the reclization of the
work that lay chead of Him, and of how, at a later
date in His life, He went out and fully prepared, that
He might be able to accomplish those things which
God had given Him as a Son to do.

The other night 1 was irying to coordinate the
thoughts that were in my mind and gather o few scrip-
tures that I felt were pertinent to the question; and one
of the boys asked me what I was doing. I told him
that [ was going to speak this morning and that God
being willing I would probably have some things to
scry that would be well for him to listen to. I felt that
these things which were in my heart are things that are
necessary to the youngest of us; that is, the children
who are old enough to be able to understond the gos-
pel, and to those who are older and have not yet cov-
encnted with God, to serve him. If God allows me, the
first part of the things which I have to bring will be of
interest mostly to the children, clthough we are all
children before God.

I want to read first from the 8th chapter of the Book
of Moroni and the 11th and 12th verses. I want to
read o few verses to us who are parents.

"Behold I say unto you, that this thing shall ve
teach, repentance and baptism unto those who are ac-
countable and capable of commitling sin; yeaq, teach
parents that they must repent and be baptised, and
humble themselves as their little children, and they
shall all be saved with their little children: and their
little children need no repentonce, neither baptism.

"Behold, baptism is unto repentance to the fulfill-
ing the commandments unto the remission of sins.”

Then that is the responsibility which Christ placed
upon His ministry to teach parents that they should
tecch their children. Those whom, as we hecrd one
Brother in prayer service a few nights ago say, that
God had sntrusted into their care this little bud of prom-
ise, to put it in my words, that they might raise it up

and teach it that in due time it might walk in God's
path. That is our responsibility as parents ond as
ministry.

It seems to me probably more than a coincidence
that Brother Yaies is in chorge of the service this morn-
ing, becouse a few Sundays ogo when he spoke f©
us I jotted down o few thoughts that he had expressed,
which I want to call to our attention. As I jotted it
down in my brief way these are the thoughts that he
had expressed.  “All souls to survive the trials of this
life must be tied to God and Christ. How con we ex-
pect anything slse but suvenile delinguency when we
see the condition in the world around us. Let your ob-
jective be to serve God and remember that God doesn't
need anything but obedience.”

1 would like to go back then into the life of Christ
as it is recorded in the 3rd chapter of Matthew, and
read o few verses, beginning with the 13th verse. We
might recall that John the Baptist had been sent by God
to prepare the way before Christ; and he had gone
out into the wilderness in the regions round about
Tudea and that country in Galilee and beyond Jordaon.
He was precching a gospel of repentance, and of
baptism and of locking forwerd o the coming of the
Son of man. Then Christ came. The 13th verse says:

"Then cometh Jesus fram Galilee to Jordan unto
John, to be baptized of him.

"But John forbade him, saying, I have need to be
baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?

" And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be
so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfill oll righteous-
ness. Then he suffered him.

“"And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water; and, lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God de-
scending like a dove, and lighting upon him:

“And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Now we turn to the 4th chapter:

“Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilder-
ness o be tempted of the devil.

“And when he had fasted forty days and forty
nights, he was afterword an hungered.

“And when the tempter come to him, he said, If
thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be
made bread.

"But he c_mswered emd soid, It is written, Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that pro-
ceadeth out of the mouth of God.

"Then the devil taketh him up into the holy cily,
cand setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

'And saith unic him, If thou be the Son of God, cast
thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels
charge concerning thes: and in their hands they shall
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bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot
against a stone.

“Tesus soid unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt
not tempt the Lord thy God.
" Again, the devil toketh him up into an exceeding

high mouniain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of
the world, and the glory of them;

"And saith unto him, All these things will I give

“Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satom:
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God,
ond him only shalt thou serve.

"Then the devil lecveth him, ond, bshold,
came ond ministered unto him.”

angels

T would like to now read from chapter 4, of Jumes,
beginning with the 7ith verse.
the

“Submit yourselves thersfore to God. Resist

devil, and he will flee from vyou.

“Draw nigh o God, and he will draw nigh to you.
Clecnse vour hands, ve sinners; and purify vour
hearts, ve double-minded.

"Be offlicted, cnd mourn, and weep: let vour lough-
ter be turned to mourning, and vour jov io hegviness.

“"Humble vourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he
shall 1ift yvou up.”

Brother Yeotes scid that all souls, to survive the
irials of this life must be tied to God and Christ. We
sang in the song this morning, "Ch Master Workman
of the Race’’, how that Christ knew he had o work to
do for His Father as it is recorded in the New Testa-
ment. Most of us, when we were litlle children as
these litle children that were here af Sunday School
this morning, and many of them have stayed through
this service, went through Sunday School as you
are doing, and we heard the story of how Jesus, when
he was a child, even twelve years of age, had come to
a ceriain degree of understanding of what God had
for him to do and of what the scriptures said.  So much
so that he found himself in the temple speaking with
the learned men, the priests, the teachers, and the
doctors of the low., He had so much of an under-
standing which Geod had given him ond surely which
his parents had tought him, that he was dble to con-
found many of the things which they propounded there
and to cause that they should be amazed at the things
that he brought forth.  That led him in due course of
time 1o the place where we read of here in Matthew
where he came to be baptized of John. And he was
baptized of Iohn, beccuse it was the will of the Father
thet he be baptized.

slan of God, as we go through this life,
come to an undersionding of his way, that we
ce a decision to get over on his side; to get in the
stralght and narrow path that he has laid out which
leads 1o lile eternal. e hos moade us o promise
which was verified in Christ, and we hove dll, as we
have studied in our Sunday School classes, had litfle
pictures in the book or litfle cards that they pass out to
vou in the class which shows that Christ came up out
of the water. The spirit as o dove came down and

rested upon Him and of the bequiiful story that our
tecchers tell us of that time. That dove came upon
him, or that Spirit of God in the form of a dove, come
upon him to prepare him for that which was to come,
because God knew that he would be tempted. And
as you and I live in the world today, i we are to sur-
vive the trials thot come upon us, if we are io be able,
when tempiations come, to choose the path that God
would have us to walk in, to keep ourselves clean
emd unspotted from the world, we, too, must have the
Holy Spirit with us. And it comes in the due course
of events, following learning. As I look upon you t}lis
morning | see young and old, who have come into this
house of God, and have worshipped here ond have
studied here cnd have listened to the preached word.
Seoner or later vou should come to the place that you
make o choice, as Christ did, to walk up to him who
has cuthority and say, 1 want to be baptized, I want
to toke upon me the name of Christ, I want the Holy
Ghost to come upon me.”

1 think right here that T would like to read a verse
or two from the book of John in the 15th chapter. It is
a short verse, the 26th.  "But when the Comiorier is
come, whom I will send unto vou from the Father, even
the spirit of truth, which proceedsth from the Father, he
shall testify of me.”

It says in other places that the Spirit of God would
come upon us and teach us all things that we need to
know: would lead us into all righteousness cnd iruth,
as it did Christ. We read in the 4th chapter of Mat-
thew, that when temptation came, he knew the on-
swer 1o give Satan. As we grow up, first as little chil-
dren, then as young men ond women ond later in life
as older men and women: as we are abroad in the
world and we have laid out before us o course (some-
times it is power and cuthority over men, sometimes
#t is wealth and pomp, the ceremonies of the world;
the glories which Satan is able to give us in this life),
we heve to choose whether we want those things at
the expense of losing contact with God. Because, just
as Christ, had He listened to Satan and worshipped
him, or had striven for those things which he offered
Him, he would have fallen. Because the angels of
God bear up only those who have striven or are siriv-
ing to serve him. They do not bear up the wicked.
They do not bear up those who turn their hearts against
God, but they bear up those who strive to walk in the
path.  He has given his angels the walchcare over
those who strive o know him, and to follow in his way.

Let us go then to the Bock of Mormon and read there
in the third book of Nephi, chap. 5, beginning with the
18th verse, the first commandment, or the first instruc-
tion we might say that Christ gave when he appeared
to the Nephites upon this continent.  You may remem-
ber (most of you, if not all of you, have been coming
into the house of worship and have worshipped here.
Surely in that time you hove heard of the Book of
Mormon and of how it is o record of Christ coming 1o
the people upon this continent, who were a part of the
house of Israel), He came afier much destruction of the
wicked, and only the more rightecus part, it says, were
able to gather there in the lond Bountiful, when he ap-
peared unto them. When he came these are the things
that are recorded:

“And it came 1o pass that he spake unto Nephi, (for
Nephi was among the multitude), ond he commanded
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him that he should come forth.

“And Nephi arose end went forth, end bowed him-
self before the Lord, and he did kiss his feet.

“And the Lord commanded him that he should
crigse. And he crose and stood before him.

" And the Lord said unto him, I give unto you power
that ve shall baptize this people, when 1 am cgain
ascended into heaven.

" And again the Lord called others, and said unto
them likewise; and he gave unto them power o bap-
tize.

“And he said unio them, On this wise shall ve bap-
tize; and there shall be no disputations among vou.

“Verily, 1 say unic vyou, that whoso repenteth of
his sins through vour words, and desireth to be bap-
tized in my nome, on this wise shall ve baptize them:
Behold, ve shall go down and stond in the water, and
in my noame shall ve boptize them.

“"And now behold, these are the words which ve
shall sov, calling them by name, saying: Hoving auth-
.

crity given me of Jesus Christ, I baptize vou in the
gl md of the Holy

en shall ye immerse them in the water, and
h again out of the water.

“"And alter this monner shall yve baptize in my
nome, for behold verily I say unto vou, that the Father,
cnd the Son, and the Holy Ghost are one; cnd 1 am in
the Fother, ond the Father in me, and the Father and 1
are one.”’

1 believe that I will skip over o lew verses there.
I you will start on page 634 in the Book of Mormon
and read on over fo verse 42, you will have the com-
plete story there of the thing that I have in mind to call
o vour attention. Bul to be o liitle more brief 1 am
going fo stort with verse 32 and read ¢ few verses.

"Behold, verily, verily [ say unto vou, [ will declare
unto vou my docirine. And this is my doctrine, and it
is the docirine which the Fother hath given unto me;

"And I beor record of the Fother, and the Father
beareth record of me, cnd the Holy Ghost beareth rec-
ord of the Father and me, and 1 bear record thal the
Father commaondeth «ll men, everywhere, to repent
and believe in me;

“And who believeth in me, and is boptized, the
same shall be saved and they are they who shall in-
herit the kingdom of God.

"And whoso believeth not in me, and is not bap-
tized, shall be damned.”

Skip o verse 39:

"And again I sav unio you, Ye must repent, ond
become as g little child, cnd be baptized in my nome,
or ve can in no wise receive these things.

“And again I say unto you, Ye must repent, and be
baptized in my name, cnd become as o little child,
or ye can in no wise inherit the kingdom of God.

“Verily, verily' ] say unto you, that this is my doc-

trine: and whoso buildeth upon this, buildeth upon my
rock: ond the gates of hell shall not prevail against
them.”

This is the promise that He made to the children of
Tsreel upon this land. You might recall also as you
came into Sunday School and studied there; that John
the Baptist was standing out in the water in the pic-
tures that we saw, and Christ was out in the water,
tust as He told these people that they should go down
into the water and be baptized. It was not as Brother
Maley referred to, of a picture which he saw that was
put out by that great and abominable church that is
upon the face of the earth, in which they show John the
Roptist with a little bit of water sprinkling Christ.  That
is not what Christ told these people. That is not what
i recorded over in Matthew, bui that he went down
into the water and he come up straightway out of the
water.  And he went 1o one who had cuthority to bap-
tize to be boptized. He went to John beccuse He
knew that John had been sent to begin this covenaont
of baptism. And he had the authority to do so.

There was another commandment that Christ gave
to the Nephites that T would like to refer to as the sec
ond commandment which he gave them; as he came
here ot the close of the three davs in which he lay in
the tomb. It is found in the 8th chapter of the third
Bock of Nephi, verse 28,

“And it came 1o pass that Jesus commemded His
disciples that they should bring forth some bread and

wine unto him.

" And while they were gone for bread and wine, he
commaonded the multitude that they should sit them-
selves down upon the earth.

“And when the disciples had come with bread and
wine, he tock of the bread, omd breck and blessed if;
cnd he gave unio the disciples, and commamded that
they should eat.

eaien, and were filled, he
to the multitude.

w3

"And when they hod
, 1,

commemded that they should give un

" And when the multitude had saten ond were filled,
he soid unto the disciples, Behold, there shall one be
ordained among vou, and to him will I give power that
he shall break bread, and bless it, cmd give it unto the
people of my church, unto all those who shall believe
cand be baptized in my name.

Y And this shall ve always observe to
1 have done, even as I have broken bread, and blessed
it, and gave it unto vou.

“And this shall ve do in remembronce of my body,
which I have shewn unio you.

“And it shall be « testimony unto the Father, that
ve do aclways remember me.

"And if yve do always remember me, ye shall have
my Spirit to be with yvou.”

You can go on ond read continually from there
which is page B850 in the Book of Mormon; and find
that this was a very important commandment that was
given. - Thet, aithough we are baptized; although we

have made o covenant by going down into the water,
ond we make o covenant {o serve God, it is necessary
that we also continue in His way by continudlly re-




June, 1954

ZION'S ADVOCATE

?aqe 9]

minding ourselves and testifying before God that we
did make that covenant, that we are siriving to keep it
And if we do that, he has promised to give us His Spirit.
Why? Becuase we connot survive the iricls of this
life without it. That is why.

I want to read o few verses in John 6. Christ is
specking here cccording to the record that John has
made:

"Then Jesus said unio them, Verily, verily, 1 say
unto you, Except ve eat the flesh of the Son of man,
and drink Hizs blood, ve have no life in vou.

"Whoso sateth my flesh, and drinketh mv blood,
hath eternal life; and T will raise him up ot the last
deory.

“For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is
drink indeed.

"He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh mv blood,
dwelleth in me, and 1 in him.

“As the living Father hath sent me, ond I live by
the Father: zo he that eateth me, even he shall live by
me.

Pivps

This is that bread which came down from heaven:
not as vour fathers did eat monna, ond are dead: he
that eateth of this bread shall live for ever.”

We refer back, then, to the time that, as he in-
instituted it here among the Nephites, he broke bread
with his disciples before he was crucified, and told
them that it was o symbol when it was done properly
cnd in the momner in which he had instructed them.
That it became to them spiritual bread, spiritual drink
and food that we might have life in us; which is the
Spirit of God working within us. And that having fol-
lowed the leadings of that Spirit into rightecusness
and truth we would be able 1o resist when Satan comes
to us in this life in the many forms that he comes. He
comes in the form many times of entertainment which
entertainment in itself is not necessarily evil, if we
choose entericinment properly. But if we make our
goal entertainment, when we set out to {ind entertain-
ment to fill our lives, we crowd ocut of it the good things
of God. We find that life is too short to accomplish the
work which God has given us to do.

Christ knew when he was twelve yesars old, that
Giod had a work for him to do. He could have crowd-
ad that work out of his life by filling it with the things
which are around in the world which Satan offersd
him. We con do the same. These little girls, these
litile boys, these older boys and girls can do the same.
And Satan has invented through the instrumentality of
man, many, many enticing things to lead us away and
out, down from that straight and norrow path which
Christ has called us to walk in.

I think of the chart which Brother Rolland has used
a time or fwo; which shows the great broad way
Satan leads us into and of the pitfalls which are there;
cnd of the norrow way which leads to eternal life.
In one place the scripture infers that we must make
a covencnt by sacrifice if we are to be His children.
It very likely will, in some cases you can say it will,
be necessary o sacrifice all these things of the world.
john did. And Christ, following after him, tought His
disciples that i they would be perfect that they, too,

must forscke all of these things, and follow him. We
must sacrifice much of the glitter and the glamor and
the enteriaining things of the world, because they are
but empty and rusty, they shadl return fo the dust from
which they were created; the minerals; the slements.
But the soul of man lives on, and that life which we
should be seeking after, is that life which lives on, and
we can only find that life by following in the path of
foith, repentanice, boptism,the laying on of hands for
the reception of the Holy Ghost, that it might lead us
in the narrow conlines of a perfect life.

I would like to read from the second epistle io
Tirmothy, chapter 3, beginning with verse 1. And I
would like for vou, old and voung to pay atiention to
this. You may think it does not apply to vou, and
maybe it does not, but it could.

1]

‘This know also, that in the last days perilous times
shall come.

“For men shall be lovers of their own selves, cov-
etous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 1o
parents, unthankful, unholy,

"Without natural offection, truce-breckers, false ac-
cusers, in continent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good,

"Traiters, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God;

"Having a form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof: from such turn away.

"For of this sort are they which creep into houses
and lead coptive silly women laden with sins, led
away with divers lusts,

"Ever learning, and never able to come io the
knowledge of the truth.”

1 think of the story that is told of Alma who is the
son of Alma. In his day in the Book of Mormon was a
good king. "‘He set out to serve God and to teach the
people, over whom he had rule, to serve God. And «
priest rose up and established the church of God in
Mosiah's time. His name was Alma. But he had «
son and Mosich had sons, and they did not seek to
follow in the ways of their fathers, They sought to
tecr down the church. They sought to overcome those
things that were strict. It was necessary that an angel
of God come from glory to turn them back into the path
of God. So powerful was this experience that Alma
for three days was speechless; was as if he had no life.
And only by much fasting and prayer was he able to
come back and tell them of the experience which he
had. We hear it scid that around us are many people
professing different shades of Christianity. We hear it
said that not in the Church of Christ are oll of those
thot are children of God, which is frue. And they carry
that to the extent that they say we are all going down
the same poth.  And eventually by and by
we will all come io the place where we will oll
stond and serve God. [ wonder if that is exactly in
harmony with the thing that the cngel told Alma. |
would like 1o read from the Book of Mosich, chapter
11, the thing that Alma said when he wos able to
speck again. It is recorded in werse 194, ofter this
mighty fasting and prayer, after this angel hod come,
Alma made this statement:
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"1 rejected my Redesmer, and denied that which
had been spoken of by our iathers;

"But now that they may forsee that he will come,
ond that he remembereth every creature of his creat-
ing;

"He will make himself manifest unto all; yea every-
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess before him.

“YVeq, even at the lost day, when oll men shall
stand 1o be judged of him, then shall they confess that
he is God.

“Then shall they confess, who live without God in
the world, that the judgment of an everlasting pun-
ishment is just upon them;

“And they shall quake, and tremble, and shrink
benecath the glonce of his all-secrching eve.”

Now, here is the thing that I womt to bring out; That
ot the side of the norrow path, which Christ designated,
lerness., 1 this wilderness, it may be true that
hose that are iollowing along. The pitlalls
te there: the shorp rocks; the path starts there that
leads down the broad way into sin, into the things that
Heady and Hall got into; into the things that Poul was
warning Timothy to teach the children of men against
We need to be in the path and the Spirit of God will
lead us thers. He will lead us into dll righieocusness
ond i we follow the pattern that we have
learmed in Sunday School. It will bring us inio that
path. Because out there in the wilderness, without the
Spirit of God to lead us, we can all too easily fall for
fhe enficing things which Saton has given, and find
ocurselves living in the world without God; find our-
selves 1o stond before him and quake ond tremble.
And so it behooves us as parenis to teach our liftle
ones fo serve God, to repent, to be baptized, to have
the Holy Ghost, to come and partake of the sacrament,
that we might, with them, find ourselves in the Kingdom
of God. 1 said that it is true that the Church of Christ
does not say, though ot imes it seems that we almost
imply, that within the Church of Christ are ail those
who are members of the body of Christ.

I have before me on outline history, and I thank
God that finglly we have this much of o history. It
aminds ug what in the past the Church of Christ has
stood for, end stood for firmly against all persecutions
and against all odds,

On page 100, we find an article that was printed in
the Truth Teller in 1864, in October. [t is titled, "Who
Are Members of the Church.” I would like to read «
tew puragraphs:

"When the publication of the Truth Teller was com-
menced, it was not, nor is it now, the design of the pub-
lishers to devote its cdlumns to the exposing of the
ialse positions and doctrines of any particular division
of the Church. In the first number of the Truth Teller
no direct allusion was made o any particular party,
believing as we then did, and now do that every per-
son no matter with what division they were identified,
of they were o proper subject for baptism at the time
they were baptized, and the ordincnce of baptism was
cadministered io them by one who had acknowledged
authority from Jesus Christ to administer the law of
his kingdom, all such persons thus cbeying the all im-

portant commandments of Jesus Christ, enters his new
and everlasting covenant, they become new creatures,
they are in Christ, they are born again. Having cbey-
ed his commandments, every such person becomes
members of the new and everlasting covenant, and
they remain in Christ until they alienate themselves by
iromsgressing the laws of the Kingdom of which they
are members. No person comes into Christ without
consent of their will, coupled with an act of obedi
ence 1o the laws of His Kingdom. No person goes out
of Christ without the consent of their will. A person
in the covenant may wander, their minds may become
darkened, they may get out of the way not willingly
but ignorantly, they “have an advocate with the Fath-
or, Jesus Christ the righieous.

“In view of these truths, we feel it our duly to ad-
dress as brethren, all who have from their hearts obey-
ed the commomndmenis of cur Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, by which they became members of His king-
dom, ‘for by one Spirit are we all baptized into Christ
It was not required at the commencement of the rise of
the Church of Christ, of those who applied for mem-
bership that they should believe cny particular person
should be the President of the Church, they were only
required to confess Christ, obey the laws of adoption

-

by which they migrated from the kingdom of Noture,
A
i

(of which they were members) into the Spiritual King-
dom of Jesus Christ. To be more explicit with regard to
the several subject that is now agitating the minds of
the readers of the Herald 4t Plano, 11L) and the Truth
Teller, our belief is that s many of the members of the
“new orgonization’” as have obeved the principles of
adoption into Christ, the low of adoption having been
administered to them by those who were in authority
of Chrigt's Kingdom, are our brethren according to the
new and everlasting covenant.”’

At o loter doie or possibly about the same Hme
Brother Granville Hedrick had o vision or a revelation,
T believe it was he, in which he sow thot this remnaont
was 1o be, or had an opportunity to be, as litile Joseph
who was sold into Egypt: That we might be a means,
I believe it was, of saving our brethren. At a later ime
Brother le in 1870, or thereabouis, had o vision in
which he sow the elders of the church going through
the fallen free, he saw that those who remained faith-
ful were accomplishing the work of gathering in the
live twigs. Those, he says, of their ownselves, willing-
Iy had not gone asiray, though many had wandsred;
mony had followed the delusions; many had walked
for a time in dorkness and in blindness., We are just
as little Joseph who was sold inio Egypt, being counted
as nothing, being the smallest of his brethren, a thom
in their side-—they sold him to getl rid of him. There
came o time when they went down to him, because of
the grecat famine which God broucht upon the land.
He was able to gather them in, and preserve them that
they might grow up in the midst of the Egvyplians, o
mighty nation of people; and in time, to accomplish
the work which God had promised would be accom-
plished through the seed of Abraham. Such o work
we have been given to do.

In the Doctrine and Covencnts in section 83, 1
would like to read o verse. A revelaiion that was
given in Seplember of 1832 ot Kirtland, Chic.

"A revelation of Jesus Christ unto his Servemt Jos-
eph Smith, and six elders, as they united their hearts
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cnd lifted their voices on high: vea, the word of the
Tord concerning his church, established in the last
days for the restoration of his people, as he has spoken
by the mouth of his prophets, and for the gathering of
his scints o stand upon Mount Zion, which shall be the
city New Jerusalem; which city shall be built, begin-
ning ot the Temple Lot which is cppeinted by the
finger of the Lord, in the western boundaries of the
Sigte of Missouri, and dedicated by the hand of Jos-
eph Smith, Jr., and others, with whom the Lord was
well pleased.”

Brother Cole saw upon this spot of ground, o stump
thet had o live twig., He saw those that were going
out into this dead upper branch, upper trunk of the
tree, and bringing back the live twigs, that they might
be arafted back. That's what section 83 of the Doc-
irine and Covenanis is specking about. That, by the
gathering of the saints beginning here, those things
would be accomplished.

In Ephesians chapter 4 verse 5 it says, "One Lord,
one faith, one baptism.” In another scripture it speaks
of boptisms in plural. Christ speaks of one, and John
spoke of one that would come and buaptize him as it
were by fire. Baptisms in the plurcd is o baptism by
water by one having authority, ond the baptism of the

{oly  Ghost. The Holy Ghost comes through
the loying on of hands ond is that Spirit as

fire that comes to lead us into righteousness ond
truth. To return to the path these things are necessary
if we find that we have wandered. Why not come
back ond be grafted in again to the stump? Thot way
the forces of God might again be united, beginning
here. Do you think that it was only a coincidence that
in 1864, God called upon a group of humble people,
and under the leadership of such men as Brother Cole,
Brother Frisbey, Brother Jededich Owen, Brother Hed-
rick, Brother Holdeman and others, they were moved
upon to come here to this place and purchase these lots
that they micht begin io prepore for the gathering.
They began to prepare then. [t falls upon us, as Broth-
er Cole saw, to go forth and gather in those who have
waondered and are wandering and bring them back
that in this day there might be a people who are united
to serve God, beginning here. Becouse it is no co-
incidence that, through many hardships, many
trials, many efforts, as it says in one place, by cun-
ning men to seduce them and to lead them astray,
that we are able to stand here and preserve this piece
of ground for that time, when, as section 83 says, that
the temple of the Lord will be built in this generation.
We have a work to do. We have much preparation
to make. We need to teach our children to make a
covenant to serve God. We need io find and ifollow
the leadings of the Spirit back into the path, if we have
wandered.

When Poul went down to Ephesus he found there
those that were boptizing unio John's baptism. When
Christ came he chose disciples and sent them out with
cuthority and power. And yet there were those that
iollowed after John but had not heard of the Holy
Ghost, and the Apostle found them down there and
they were baptized and the Holy Ghost came upon
thern. Remember the story of how the Eunuch mst
Philip cnd having heard the gospel, asked what doth
hinder me from being baptized. Don't put off teaching
those that have been baptized into some other boptism,
o ioke upon them the name of Christ by those having

cuthority to represent Christ. May we be united in
one, to go forth end accomplish His work. May we be
partokers of the great things. May we be able to
avoid these that are in the world. For as Brother Joe
Yedes said, “We can't survive the trials of this life un-
less we are tied to God and Christ.”

QUORUM REPORTS
Report of the Council of Twelve

1 take pleasure in making this report for the Council
of Twelve, to the readers of the Advocate, in harmony
with the requirements as set forth by the Conference of
o year or two ago, wherein it required the members ol
the Apostles, the Seventy, and the Bishops reporis as
read before the Conference, should then be formulated
into a composite report by the Secretary of each of
these councils, and prepared for publication. If it were
possible for me o make « report and give to you adl
the good news, the encouraging news, that the Apos-
tles bring back 1o us eoch year from the various ports
of the Lord’s vinevard, and which they never include
in their written report to the Conference, then I would
feel such a report was truly worthwhile; but we realize
that such a document would be quite voluminous, cand
perhaps would take up too much space in our little
paper. Some day perhaps we may have o larger
poper, in which more of the detotls of the work of
the Council can be given, or pehaps, what would be
better still, that we should have the Advocale issued
twice instead of just once o monin.

There was one thing that marred the pleasure and
happiness of all who attended the Conference this
vear. The passing of our esteemed and beloved
brother, Aposile James E. Yates, brought sorrow to all
of us. The Council of Twelve especially missed the
hearty greeting and the cheerful smile with which our
Brother James wos always wont to come into the
Council Room. We missed the calm and timely Coun-
cil as well as the strong firm hond clasp of a recd
brother. Apostle Yates had suffered much the last few
vears, vet he never allowed this o interfere with the
discharge of his responsibility as o minister ol the
gospel of Christ. As the time passed his disability and
suffering became more intense, but when the time for
Conference drew neor, ne had Sister Yates, his wife
and constont fraveling companion, to prepdre and
send 1o the Conference and to the Council of Twelve,
a full detailed report of his activities during the past
vear. This report showed that while he was greatly
handicapped by his afflictions, still he had monaged to
gather in one more sheatf for the Master; his last bap-
Hsm.

Lpostle James Yates was ecdled to the Apostle-ship
ot the April Conference of 1928, and he lay down the
burden of his office and calling on April 7, 1954, on
the second day of the Conference, having completed
twenty-five vecars of service as an Apostle in the
Church of Christ. He was in this service a few years
ago when times were so disfressing, when he was
called upon to endure many iricls ond hardships for
the Gospel's sake. We recognize him as a strong and
fearless defender of the truth, a true Ambassador of
Christ. We are confident he shall find a welcome on
the other side, and shall be grested with that much
coveted greeting, “Well done thou good ond faithiul
servant, enter into the jov of thy Lord.” The Council
of Twelve Apostles of the Church of Christ, thus pay
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tribute of their love and respect to our departed brother,
Brother James E. Yates.

The vear just passed shows a decided increase of
interest and octivity throughout the entire Mission-
ary field. If we should aftempt to say just where this
activity was the most pronounced, it would be very dif-
ficult to nome cny one locality, in as much as the re-
ports show the new activity seems to be rather univer-
sal, all along the line of our missioncry work. One
special feature of the work the past yvear was the effort
made by the ministry fo reach out and lind the scat-
ered and isolated Saints, who because of their loca-
tion, had become more or less out of touch with the
Church (mony of the elders and ministers of the local
churches were also active along these lines). Through
these efforts o number of new openings were estab-
lished where much good may be expected to follow in
this vear that is just belore us. By this means o num-
ber were brought back o a closer association with the
work, and momny hearts that had been lonely for the
Gospel were made to rejolce again.

Arnocther feature of the work of the minisiry that we
fee] is worthy of mention, is the work that is being
done at cur reunions. i is quite evident from the re-
port of the Apostles that increased interest and activity
is manilested in o larger atiendance ot our reunions,
A few vecrs ago there were only one or two places
where the sainis gathered in this capacity, but last yvear
there were quite o large number of these special meet-
ings, or reunions. These reunions are an important
part of the labor of the ministry, and many districts cae
being definitely helped and built up by these two or
three-day meetings. They have become fixed occa-
sions in many places, where people who attend, plan
their vacations so that they maoy go and enjoy the as-
sociation of the saints. The Council of Twelve feels
these reunions are on imporiont and esseniial part
of the vear's work, and have been o great help 1o the
up-building of the work., According io the testimony
of Apostles Flint, Jordan, Anderson, Robertson ond
sthers, they are o recl source of spirituad strength and
sncouragement.

From theat land “South of the Border,” we learn of
increqsing interest, Our young Elder, Fernando Ojeda,
the voung Mavan Indian who came to Conference with
Aposile C. L. Wheaton, and was called and ordained
an Elder last vear, has been doing a good work among
his brethren. It will be recalled that to these people
the door to the Kingdom has been opened for the first
time by the Churach of Christ, and reporis show def-
initely that they are happy and enjoving the oppor-
tunity offered them through the Gospel of Christ. There
have been quite a number of baptisms there, and we
are informed they are building o church building. The
stones of which it is being built, are taken from an old
ruin of Book of Mormon days.  This new activity
among these people aroused the displeasure of some
of their nelghbors, and brought severe persecution up-
on the saints for a while, but Apostle Wheaton assures
us this is now well under control and that the work is
stll progressing. New and increased eflfort will be
made in this field this year, and progress in this field
is assured.

The European Field was reopened this past year
(1853). A few veors ago we had a number of local
church groups in South Wales, but because of the di-

version caused by the Fetting movement, ond the
question of the God Head, some left the church. Then,
seemingly, we negelected to ccare for them as we
should. No missionary has been in this field for about
eighteen vears. The local ministry grew discouraged
and in 1940 they disbanded the one local church that
still remained, and the saints were left to wander with-
out o shepherd. Last vear (1953) the church again re-
newed its efforts in this field and sent o missionary
over to South Wales and England. Here they found the
old saints had scattered widely. Some had gone back
to their former church offilicdion, while some had left
the faith eniirely ond became members of other
churches, not connected in any way with the Restora-
tion movement. At Gorden City, in South Wales, «
few were found who had remained irue to the covenant
they had made when they went into the waters of bap-
tism. These were among those who had been bop-
tized by Apostle Flint in 1936

Recause of the scattered condition of the few sainis
left, it was found to be a difficult task to get them to-
gether. However, after much delay cnd mony disap-
pointments, o meeting place was oblained and the
faithful few gathered in. The missioncry was assisted
in this work by a yvoung elder, Brother Silvanus Masoen,
who, while living quite some distance from Gilfach,
Goch, where most of the saints lived, was very faith-
ful and dependable in his assistance in the gatherin
in of the scattered saints, both he and his wife entering
into the work with o zeal and interest that was of great
help to the missionary. Eventually, o Church of Christ
was again orgonized in Wales. {It may be of interest
to the readers to know that the first elders sentouton a
foreign mission by the church in 1837 were io this
country, and hundreds of converts were made to the
church ond emigrated to America. In Llanelly, where
Brother John Jenkings and Brother Mason live, there
still stands a stone church built by the sainis of that
sarly dote).  After the church was re-established at
Giliach, another slder was called and ordained fo
carry on the work., This left them with three elders and
a rather undetermined number of members, since the
record of the former membership had become lost
and the work of searching out the scattered sheep is
still before them.

As a result of the increased activity of the ministry
during the vear, a very definite increass of interest
among the people has been made manifest, The at-
tendance of many places is reported s increasing.
The activity that centers around our reunions is very
encouraging. A few vears ago there were only one
or two places, where they were enjoying these special
meetings; But, the number of reunions held last year
shows o number of new places where these gatherings
of the saints took place, and the reports from the Apos-
tles in whose fields these reunions are held, indicats
they are a sure source of encouragement ond spiritual
strength. The increase of membership over the usual
loss for the vear is gquite encouraging; especially is
this frue when we learn that much of the “loss” re-
ported by the Recorder is due to some who hove been
gone for some fime and because of the failure io be
reported, their names were still on the church record.
These were among the isolated members.

There was o substantial increase of the tithes and
olferings this vear, which we believe is due to the in-
creased activity of the ministry. It is quite evident that

kL




June, 1954

ZION'S ADVOCATE

Poge 95

the people have responded io the spirit that has act-
uated the ministry in their increased elfort to spread
the Gospel, and by a more liberal contribution of their
tithes and offerings, which has met the increased ex-
pense placed upon the Bishops by this extended etfort
of the Priesthood. For this, the Council of Twelve feels
grateful ond are encouraged to greater efforts for the
coming vear, in which it is plomned to increase the
missionary force as much as possible.

There were six new churches organized during the
vear, which is a decided increase of local churches.
This is quite encouraging in as much as each church
that is orgonized, means o new point of contact with
the outside world and cnother place where regular
worship and the preaching of the gospel can be more
effectively carried on, which the Council feels is obli-
gatory cnd binding upon the minstry and upon the
church. As we lock obout us and are made io realize
in a measure, af least, the condition of the world, notice
the elements of destruction that are abroad throughout
the world, not only the physical but the spiritual de-
struction, we are made to think of the admonition found
in chapter 26 of Isaiah, verse 21, "Come, my people,
enter thou into thy chambers: hide thysell as it were
a little moment, until the indignation be overpassed.”

The Council of Twelve, upon whom the burden of
the oversight and watcheare of the whole church rests,
makes this report, covering in o brief way the work
and accomplishments of the ministry during the past
vear. The report is condensed it is true. If we could
bring to you in full the many times and ways God has
blessed us in our work, in bringing a knowledge of the
Gospel to the people, and the peace to the iroubled
soul, the relief from pain and suffering, and new hope
to the downcast and discouraged, then would we feel
this report worthwhile. We urge vou to be more dili-
gent in your service towards God, that in the day of
tribulation, the destroyer may pass you by. We iruly
feel it is indeed time “we should be about our Father's
business.”

Respectiully,
Arthur M. Smith
Secretary of Council of Twelve

COMPOSITE REPORT OF THE SEVENTY
As the Recording Secretary of the Quorum of Sev-
enty, I report for the readers of the Advocate, a com-
posite report of the Seventy as they have reported |
the Conierence:
Sermons preached—reported 8, and many serm-
ons preached ond not reported.

There have been eight baptized the last vear by
the Seventy.

There have been three marriages officiated by the
Seventy this last yeaor.

The Seventy are very enthused io be able to help
in the field this coming vear, in any way that they
can., 1t has been expressed by some that in any way
that they can, they would only be oo glad to help the
missionary in charge of their fields.

Sincerely,

JElder James M. Case
Recording Secretary of the
Quorum of Seventy

NEWS FROM LOCALS

{continued from page 87)
sermon regarding our indebledness to our mothers.
He also made clear to us, who are mothers, the ser
iousness of our responsibilities to cur children,

Brother Forest Maley completed the day's services
with o sermon likening us to o precious stone. He ad-
monished us to try to perfect curselves to use the light
of the gospel we have received so that others may see
its reflection in our lives.

We have been making plens for ocur Vacation
Bible and Book of Mormon school, so we will be having
more evenis later that may be interesting, but this is
all for now.

Your Reporter,
Katherine Movyer

B - WS————

Y. P. C. L. NEWS
From Flint, Michigan

Our teacher has been deviating a little from our
study of actual “Church History”, for the purpose of
helping those who are foreign to the faith, as we know
it.

He has expounded to us through the Scripture ref-
erences concerned, the need for the foundation of faith,
repentance and baptism (by immersion), and com-
paring our methods and teachings to those of the
church during the ministry of Christ and His first
twelve, thereby proving that we have the frue iaith.

We would like very much io hear from whomever
of the church who cares to correspond. It is very en-
couraging to know that we are not alone in this strug-
gle to know and keep the word of God.

Anocther member of our group is:

Lee Cory (male) Age 16
214 East Newel
Flint, Michigan, Phone 9-5692.

Winona Adams, Reporier
¥

From Independence, Missouri

On April 22, we made a trip to Kansas City, Mis-
souri, o go through the telephone building but upon
arriving there we were informed that we would have
to make arrangements ghead of time for o tour through
the building on another Thursday. Although our plans
did not work out we enjoved the company of each
other.

On the last Thursday in April, we had o guest
specker, Joe Obi, from Nigeria, Alrica. He is an en-
gineering student in Kansas City, Missourl. He spoke
to us about his country, the history, the people, the cus-
toms, and the religion. We had a very enjoyable time
and gained much knowledge.

On the first and third Thursdays of May we had our
regular Church History classes.

Our social for the month of May was held in a park
in Independence. We had a weiner roast ond then
played some games., We also sang "Happy Birthday”
to Jack Sprague. We all had a very good time.

Miss Barbara Babceock, o member of ocur voung
people’s group has announced her engagement to Mr,
Martin Peterson of Mission, Kansas. He is an ac-
counting student in Kansas City, Missouri., Barbarg,
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who will be o senior in high school next iall, plans fo
finish school before they are married.

We would enioy hearing from more young people
and would also like to have more names and ad-
dresses from cny one who would like a pen pal, as it
would be a good thing if more of our young people
all over our church could get acquainted and keep in
touch with each other.

Mary Lois Horris, Reporter

s A st

OBITUARY

James Flmer Yates was born at Johnville, Ohio,
near Dayton, on the Great Miami River, March 12,
1874; died April 7, 1954 ot the age of 80 years in the
home of his son Leon Yates, 918 North 8th Street, Phoe-
nix, Arizona.

A missionary for nearly 60 years for the Restoration
Gospel of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) Indepen-
dence, Missouri.

Brother Yates came to Phoenix in 1914 from Guthrie,
Oklahoma, traveling by horse ond wagon. Brother
and Sister Yates and their seven children made the
irip in three and one-half months and settled near 12th
Street and Polk.

After the death of his first wife Lillle May, about
1929, he married Vida E. Smith, a grenddaughter of
Joseph Smith. Together they published a book of
poems. After the death of Vida in 1944, he married
Irene Frishkorn of San Diego, California.  They both
have traveled in the missionary work for eight vears.

Brother Yates published a monthly magazine, “"The
Torch of Truth”, from 1925 until about a month ago.

As o missionary he traveled extensively throughout
the United Stotes, but his field was the Western States,
In recent vears he also had traveled in Canada.

In addition to his wife, Irene, and two sons, Hubert
ond Leon, of Phoenix, survivors include another son
Joseph of Independence, Missouri. Three daughters,
Mrs. Donald Willard of Sedona; Mrs. W. A. Campbell
cand Mrs. O. A. Caviness, both of Phoenix; twenty-five
grandchildren ond thirty-four great grandchildren. A
son, Amos, preceded him in decth some ten years.

Funeral services were held in the A. L. Moore &
Sons Mortuary, April 16, Apostle R. B. Robertson offi-
cigting. The poem, "The March of Time,” by Brother
Yeates was read.

Burial was in Sedona, Arizona, ot the foot of the
last mountain he climbed about two vears belfore
death. A giomt pine free is at the head of his grave
ond shades it from the afterncon sun.

THE MARCH OF TIME

Owver the hills of time to the Valley of Endless years:
Over the roads of oil to the land that is free from tears;
Up from the haunts of men to where the angels are,
This is the March of men to the wonder-lands afar.

Troopers we ore in life, warring along with wrong,
But promised unbroken rest
In the happy land of song.

And whether we serve or rule,

And whether we {all or rise,

We shall come in fime to that glory vale
Where never the spirit dies.

RBack of the strife for gain, beneath the toil for fame,
The dreams of men in this mortal march

Have ever remained the same.

For they have seen through the distant years

The greater things to be,

When FEorth's garb shall be laid aside

For the robes of Eternity.

This is the march of men, whatever our race or creed,
And whether we're one of the savage tribe,
r, of a higher breed,
We are conscious sitill of betier things that were
promised long ago,
And we'll keep our place in the march of men
For the joys the soul shall know.

—James E. Yates

[ AP S ————

REUNION NOTICES
Puryear, Tennessee

Puryeor, Tennessee Reunion, July 3rd, 4th and 5th,
1954. Reunion Committee, Mrs. Hazel Paschall, Mr.
T. W. Paschall, Mrs. Elizabeth Paschell, Route 2, Pur-
vear, Tennessee.

All who wish to attend are welcoms; the commitise
will appreciate a letter from all who onticipate com-
ing. Qur missionary in chorge, Apostle R. R. Robert-
son wishes to assure you that you will find this re-
union an ideal trading post for all that is spiritual, so
if yvou have a prayer, o testimony, or a sermon you
would enjoy swapping for cnother of equal value, then
vou are invited to come and let us swap. We will be
looking for you.

Colorado Reunion

A re-union will be held at Grand Junction, Colorado,
on the 5th, 6th, emd 7th of June. Everybody is wel-
come. I you plon on coming please write o

Marvin E. Ely
Route 4
Grond Junction, Colorado.

e o ]

MNOTICE TO ALL PASTORS

We have received permission to use pictures in-
the Zion's Advocate. We would like very much io
have « picture of the members of each Local Church
of Christ taken as a group in front of the building in
which they care holding their mestings.

We also would like to have, to publish along with
the picture, a brief statement of when the Local was
orgamized, how momy charter members and how mony
members at the present time.

Archie F. Bell
Margaret Wheaton
Lois Harris
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