- Zion's BlLdvocate

“Amd blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
<l nave the gift and power of the Holy Ghost.”’—I Nephi 3:187.
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ND WHEN he had said these words, he himself also
. knelt upon the earth, and behold he prayed unto
the Father, and the things which he prayed, can not

be written, and the multitude did bear record who
heard him.

And after this manner do they bear record; the eye
hath never seen, neither hath the ear heard, before, so
great and marvelous things as we saw and heard Jesus
speak unto the Father;

And no tongue com specak, neither can there be writ-

ten by ony man, neither can the hearts of men con-

ieve so grect and moarvelous things as we both saw
ond heard Jesus speak;

And no one can conceive of the joy which filled our
souls at the time we heard him pray for us unto the

Father.
{1l Nephi 8:16-19.
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EDITORIAL

The gospel seed has been planted, in various
spots of the Lord's vineyord, in years post.  Many
times the seed is planted and never watered afterward.
In that way some of the seed dies, other seed lies dor-
maont, waiting hungrily for the water to come that it
might toke root and grow.

A successful farmer learns that it is unwise to sow

more ssed on his form, than he can ioke care of in the
proper way. If he has the fields and is short of the prop-
er kind of labor, he will trv to obtain help, that he might
properly till the various fields of his farm. 1f the help
he obiaine is interested in foarm work the farmer con
expect a good degree of success in his forming opera-
tion for the yvear.

Tt is the same with the Lord's vineyard. He needs
help who are interested in His work. They must know
how 1o sow His gospel seed and how to water the seed
aiter it has been planted. God, Himself, will give the
increase.

The world is, todoy, i a new era of time. Moany
do not recognize it Notons cre arrayed cgainst no-
tions, not so much on the battlefield as, in influence,
principles and power.

Christianity is arraved against atheism. Athelsm
has planted its seed and has watered it well. The Sa-
tamic power has given i increase. Christianity is gomng
through iis most crucial test since the resloration of the
gospel. Never has there been so great o need for a
people converied 1o the gospel of Jesus Christ as there
is todary. The Church of Christ must step to the fore.
Not only must it step there but it must siay in placs.
It must represent the sons of Joseph. It must take its
place ready for when the Lord direcis o push the
veople of the earih together. The instrument {o be used
is the gospel of Christ, not the sword, A century and o
quarter ago the Church of Christ started proclaiming
the fact that the "time of the end”’ was near; that the
second coming of Christ was at the door. It started the
people to noticing the signs which proved these focis.
The world could not accept this teaching o begin with.
In o few years other orgomizations took up poris of
the teachings of the Church of Christ pertaining 1o
prophecy, but not until the last few vyears has this
tecching gotten so wide spread. Now, o person can
hear it on every hand.

The Church should be just as far aghead in its prac-
Hices as it has been in its teachings.

There is much perplexity among nations today.
Confsrence after conference is held in various parts of
the world and the results bring little if cny consolation.
The world condition is much like some dreaded dis-
sose: about the time they appear to have o condition
cleared up, the cause that is sopping the strength of
the nationg brecks out in another place.

The work of destruction is getting bolder as evi-
denced by the incident in the hall of Congress a few
days ago. This proves, it is not a nationality we are
focing bui rather a principle.  Yes, o principle which
has the destructive power of the adversary behind it

When we see all these troubles, trials and iribule-
Hions going on about us, if we are {aint of heart we will
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womt to hide ourselves, thinking we can escape them.
There is no escape, we must face them. And we must
foce them in o wise way. And the only way, of wis-
dom, is insttuted of God.

God made o promise to his people, the house of
lIsrael, many centuries ago that, even though condi-
Hions should exist such as we see today, He would see
1o it that they were safely returned to the land of their
inheritonce. He said He would prepare for their re-
turn.  He gave signs indicating the times of His prep-
aration. Among the different prophets who prophecied
of that preparation was Nahum. He wrote of it thus:
“The shield of his mighty men is made red, the valient
men are in scarlet: The chariots shall be with flaming
iorches in the day of his preparation, and the fir trees
shall be terribly shaken.

“The chariots shall rage in the sitreets, they shall
justle one against the another in the broad ways: they
shall seem like torches, they shall run like the light-

: 1
nings.

Millions have wiinessed the fulfillment of these
signs of "The day of His Preparation.” The multitude
of cutomobiles on the busy sireets in our large cities
are “the chariots shall rage in the sireets.” The col-
lisions of cutomobiles on the highways are “they shall
justle against the other in the broad ways,” The jet
propelled airplanes are “the chariots shall be with
flaming torches. They shall run like the lightnings.”
Let us repeat: These signs shall be visible "in the
day of His preparation.”

Therse cannot be too much emphasis placed on the
foct that we must be a firm united Church. We must
be the wvery symbol of Christ. The work chead re-
quires us to be magnanimous. We cannot be other-
wise if we are to acquire ond retain the spiritual posi-
tion necessary for o people o have U they would be
the chosen instruments, in God's hand, to accomplish
His work which must soon come to pass.

We have mentioned God's preparation, now, let us
prepare ourselves. Let us rid ourselves of all that is
unclean or ungodly so we may be worthy io put on the
whole armor of God. Even though Zenos prophesied

t Lord sent laborers in His vineyard lor
the las e, they would be few, let us all qualify to be
numbered with those laborers,

A F. B

et

NOTICE
Dear Saints:

For many vears it has been the custom of the
Church of Christ to give special aftention to that period
in the month of April in which we hold our annual con-
fenice, to maoke it o pericd of praver throughout the
whole Church, asking for the guidonce necessary for
those who shall attend the Conference, upon whom the

burden of directing the Church through another vear
shall ol In hermony with this cusiom, we ioke this

s of calling vour aitention to this period of prayer,
cmd ask thet yvou moke it o special effort upon vour
o remember the Church cnd its needs in an

to His glory ond the building up of His kingdom here
on earth.

For the past few ysars we hove been moving
steadily forward, each year jut a little beiter than the
vear before, with the vear that has just closed as being
one of our most profitable and prosperous years the
Church has seen for mony years. Let us pray that the
Spirit of God may continue to be with us through this
Conference, beginning with April 4th and until the end
of the Assembly, that under the influence of the Spirit of
God, we may make such provisions for the ensuing
vear, that shall unite us in more Christian love, and
that His Spirit shall be more abundantly enjoyed
throughout the whole Church. To this end we ask that
vou join with us in our ecrnest prayer to God, for that

- wisdom, and guidance which we feel shall be needed

at this time. ,

Arthur M. Smith
Secretary of Council of Twelve

FROM THE MISSIONARY FIELD
Gleanings By the Way

C. L. Wheaton

Following the advice we received from Elder Femn-
ando Ojeda that the membership at Dzan was under-
going sever persecution at the hands of the Catholics
there, several members of the Twelve and General
Bishopric, who were at Independence at the time, con-
sidered that it was advisable for me to return to Yuco-
tam, for the purpose of giving such moral support, and
counsel as we were capoble of giving, to help them
over a very discouraging period in their church experi-
ences.

At the same time, due to the poor physical condi-
Hion of my wile, following the accident she had at Mer-
idea, Yucaton, which made it necessary for us o return
to the States prematurely, it was also concluded by
these brethren and myself that it was advisable for
cnother member of the priesthood to go with me. My
choice in this instancs was Brother Donald E. Mclndoo,
of Phoenix, Arizona, o young brother who waos o
oriest at the time.

By letter and by phone call we were able to ascer-
teyin that he would be available, therelore, plans wer
s 1o go by way of Phoeniz, and o e reunion
of the Church of Christ, which was t
1953, Also, that we would go by bus and frain o Yu-
cotamn, rother than icke the car as on previous frips.
The trip from Independence, Misouri, to Phoenix, Ariz-
ona, was made with Elder Rolland Sprague and fam-
ily, who also attended this reunion.

o

This gathering proved to be one of spiritual bless-
ing cmd refreshing from the presence of the Lord, such

)
= was needed by thoss going into o forelgn lond
with o difficult situction chead fo iake care of. Dur-
ing one of the prayer services Brother Mceindoo was

Jlad 1o the office of an Flder. At the following Sacra-
¢ service, November 30, 1953, by the unonimous
t omd witness of the spirit fo several, of the di-
1is call; the voung brother was ordained and
accepted by oll present as an Elder of the church
worthy of his calling.

|
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The following week, having completed our or-
rangements, we left for Yuccatan, December 8, 1953, by
bus, traveling continuously day ond night, #ll we
reached Mexico City. Here we sought a hotel and
some much needed sleep and rest for two nights, then
proceeded on our way by bus again to Coatzacodalcos,
where we stayed again for one night, and then took
the irain from there to Yucatan. This part of our jour-
ney proved to be very tiresome and fraught with o
degree of danger. Heavy rains in the Chiapas "rain
forest’” area, had done considerable domage o the rail-
way tracks, and we were delayed mony hours beiore
getting as far as Palengue, site of the ruins of on
ancient civilization, where we again stopped over for
much needed rest and 1o revisit the ruins.

From Palengue we traveled to Campeche, the end
of the line, without further trouble or delay. At the
latter place we again took a bus, without stopping over
night, and arrived at Merida, Yucatan, the evening of
December 17, 1953. Here we had our first misfortune,
for when we went to claim our baggage, we found
that my lorge suit case was missing from the bus
cnd had not been unloaded. It wos a case of theft or
coreless handling, ond when it appeared that we were
not getting any satisfaction from the men in charge of
the bus we made on appedal to the police cuthorities,
who immediately began an investigation. They in
turn put the matter into the hands of the State and
Federal police, and the next day we made « report of
our loss to the American Consul af Merida, who sent
out o descripiion of the suitcase and contents to the
officials of all the towns between Merida ond Cam-
peche.

After several anxious days, for all my personal be-
longings, clothes, etc., were lost in this luggoge, the
police found and returned my property on December
21st. It hod been found in the possession of two men
who were carrving it along the highway, where it had
either been tossed off, or fell off the bus. The suilcase,
a very sturdy one that our son Richard had carried
throughout the last war, was completely demolished.
It had been pried open, both hinges and locks were
broken off, and the whole mess was tied together with
ropes {o keep it together. However, a check of the con-
tents showed that not one thing was missing, but my
clothing had been tumbled and every paper and ilem
had been gone over thoroughly, evidently in search
of either money or narcotics. Bul we were certainly
thankful thot our heavenly Father had heard our pray-
ers and caused it io be returned.

In the meaniime we had proceeed io Ticul and
Dzem, from Merida, where we contacted Fernando, We
arrcnged for o room ot the local hotel, bought our-
selves some hoammocks and blankets, as we only were
furnished o bare room, ond then we went on to Dzan
to hold our first meeting with the church people there.

It was a very happy reunion, in which we oll re-
joiced together. And with the exception of two
voung men, our group had held firm in the face of
severe persecution and violence. We hope these two
”\Agl} in Hme return io the fold, but it will fcke some
eiiort.

During our stoy there both Elder Mclndoo and my-
geli preached to them several fimes with Fernondo as
interprater, Several good prayer services were also
held in which some of the voung people tock part

with prayers and testimonies, for the first time. It was
quite evident that our young Elder McIndoo was, not
only well received by them, but an inspiration to them
of a better way of life.

Five more persons were baptlized while we were
there, and these were confirmed by the three young
Flders, Fernando, Don, and Filemon. Several times
we were called on to administer to the sick, some of
our people at their homes. As a mark of progress we
were made glad to see huge cmounts of rock, sand,
lime and other mcderials being assembled on the
grounds for the erection of a new ond larger chapel.
Aleo the felling of several large irees to clear the
grounds for the structure. And it was a heart-warm-
ing experience to see even the little boys and girls
hoist rocks, such as they could carry on their heads
ond irot off 1o the site of the church, as their contribu-
tion o the effort being made.

We had considerable rain most of the time we were
there, which not only held up building operations, but
hindered us in our missionary efforts as well. On two
occcasions we got good soakings in the torrential rains
os we wolked from Dzan to Ticul. 1 got caught thus
but one fime: the others twice. On one occasion iry-
ing 1o find shelter under « iree from the rain, Fernando
and Don must have brushed o limb with their arms,
as they became covered with hundreds of seed ticks,
tiny fellows, but vicious in their bite.

Heving left the States not yet up to par physically
ofter our last rip there, I again had fo undergo o spell
of amoebic dissentory, and hod hardly recovered
from that when I got a dose of food poisoning that was
very serious for awhile, but due o administration and
a good doctor, 1 was restored to health suificient to
keep going. On another occasion, a tragedy was
averted by some of the local sisters, when o man
brought me some sliced papaya, a tropical fruit, and
heving just finished my meal, [ turned it over o Sister
Cabrera, expecting to get it for a later meal. When [
did not get it served at the table, | inguired about i,
and they told me they had thrown it out, as it had
been poisoned, and they would not let me eat it. They
informed me that the man who had brought it, was
one of those who had porticipated in the persscutions
cmnd was on enemy to us. He had been drinking heav-
ily, cnd showed effects of it af the time, but I did not
tnow thet he hod any enmity towards us. 5o again
we have seen the hand of the Lord manifest, for had 1
eaten this fruti ot the fime it was handed me, it might
have had seriousg conseguences.

We were over there in Mexico almoest two months,
and every day was o busy one, as well as most of the
nights., When we had concluded that we had accom-
plished our mission thére ot the time, we made our
plans to return to the Stales. We had given encour-
cgement o the membership there; we had seen their
numbers increased by further baptisms; the materials
for o new building assembled; and the work opened
up in Ticul, with the lirst public services.

Since refurning home, we have received tidings of
good cheer, in which our brethren there are launching
out in new fields together, notably at old Mani, where
Fernando reports, "We were at old Mani with some of
our folks from Dzoan last Sunday (Februoary 28th), and
had Sundoy School at the edge of the public well
up there and had quite a crowd walching and listen-
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ing but were not bothered at all. I told the folks the
story of Lemda and his great job in burning the books
of our nation and all what I know about them. They all
enjoved it and we finally were invited to the home of
on old mon who requested us to sing and pray at his
home ond told us to go {come) back there again any
time we wanted to. We came back to Dzom ol tired of
the long walk (about 8 miles), but happy after such an
experience. We want to have a good service on the
glorious 6th of April ond are preparing o nice pro-
gram,” etc. You have read through the Advocate of
how the folks received us, as told by Brother Fernando
in letters to others. So we will leave it there. After
returning to the States, my wife joined me at Phoenix,
and the same evening cbout midnight Apostles Leon
Gould nad Don Housknecht came in after a long drive
from New Mexico. Following that we had a fine
series of mestings, with Zion and the Gathering as the
main theme of our preaching. It was on enjoyable
time. Shortly afterward the brethren went on their
way to the West Coast, to California, Oregon, Washing-
ton and on extended trip through Idaho and Utah, and
Angela and 1 headed towards home, stopping over for
o few days at Albuguergue with the family of Sisler
Viola Henning. Here we found little Kathy very sick
and in bed with theumatic fever. Also Brand busy
remodelling living gquarters for Sister Jamison, mother
or Sister Henning. Sister Jamison requested to be re-
ingtated in the Church of Christ, and this is being at-
tended to. While in Albuquerque, we had the pleasure
of renewing acquaintonce with Brother Herbert Me-
Pherson, who was formerly on Elder in the church ot
Port Huron. He had sent word to the Hennings for us
to call when we came that way again.

By the time vou read these words, we will have
entered into the season of fasting and praver, special-
Iy called for the last port of March. We hope that you
have not forgotien to join with the rest of the church in
making this period one of serious prayer for the wel-
fare of the church,

Your brother in Christ,

Clarence L. Wheaton
204 West Sea Avenue
Independence, Missouri

OUT OF THE MAIL SACK

The following letter of activity and testimony from
Maple City, Michigon came to us from Sister Minnie
B. Price:

“We held o Christmas program on Christmas
Eve ofter which we had a box socicl for which we
received $31.00 for the building fund. We are having
dinnerg also o raise money for the same fund. We
apprecicie the ossistance given us from those of the
church outside our local. We have been having good
attendence for this ime of the year.

Horold Polack and wife Thelma made a
visit to Brother Braniners' af Cedar Springs and also
Brother Bowman's at Grand Rapids and several other

and told of their blessings also.

0

"He told us that Sister Bowmom's son who had had
cancer and was told that he could not live long and he
could not work, was heagled. Brother Price was so

thankful as the Lord made known through him io Sister
Bowman that her son would be healed if he obeyed
the gospel. We hear that he is enjoying the blessings
of the gospel.

“We expect to hold a one-day meeting May 23rd
and all are invited to attend.

"Sunday evening the Lord spoke to us through our
pastor, Brother Price, warning us of destructions that
would take place in the near future and that our church
building would be a place of refuge. That evil and
censpiring men would arise in the church and lead
many away. We were admonished to live close to
God, He would protect them.

“Brother Anderson visited the local here an en-
couraged the saints very much.

“Our pastor performed a marricge ceremony Sat-
urday and ialked on the marriage law as there were
a large number present.

“Hoping that these few items will be helpful to
someone.”’

Enclosed with Sister Price’s letter was the following
testimonial letter from Riverview, Michigan by Sister
Mildred Ballard:

“We, of the Riverview Church of Christ, have real
cause io rejoice and be thomkful o the dear Lord for
answering our prayers on behalf of Jean Burns, who
has recently undergone o delicate heart operation.

"Tecmie was born with this heart afflicion and has
been o semi-invalid most of her life on account of it
But now she is on the mend and the operation was
reported to have been the most successtul yet per-
formed.

“We feel sure that the dear Lord eand «ll of His
angels were walching over Jeanie in that operaiing
room and guiding the fingers of that surgeon. Es-
pecially so, since a little girl died of the same opera-
tion just a week before in that some room.

“Thet is why we feel that Jeanie's recovery was o
blessing sent from God as o wiless unto His people,
thet He hears our pravers ond is always with us.”

ot

From Sister Verna Jones ond family, 208 Folletie
Street West, Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin, the following let-
ter has been received expressing some interesting
thoughts for our readers:

3]

"1 have been gelting my Advocale for some time
now cmd reading the worideriul letiers, sermons,
poems, testimonies, and elc. It hos brought me closer
to these people even though I've never seen them.
This brings io my mind the passage in Romans
17:4.5, ‘For as we hoave mony members in one body,
and all members have not the same office: So we, be-
ing many, gre one body in Christ, ond every one
members one of onother. I hove found this irue.

UYWhen 1 was lving in West Virginia, Brother Rob-
ertson answered a letter T had written him, inquiring if
he and Sister Roberison were coming 1o see us that
vear. He had been o see us the veor bslors ond
had plonned on visiting us again.  In the meontime
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we hod moved and I wanted to give him our address.
711 add this also while I'm about it—our own beloved
Brother Flint was the one who brought this good apos-
tle into our group. 1 think it a wonderful thing for
us to be able to meset so memy of our church leaders.
Of course we have to have order and each one has
his field 1o oversee, but it is also very nice, if one cam,
i visit these different reunions. I'm certainly looking
forweard o our Wisconsin reunion and whoever can, be
sure and join us, you'll be more than welcome.

“Now bock again on what I started to say about
Brother Robertson's visit. He answered yes, that he
was coming and was bringing some members with
him, if it was oll right with me, which it waos, but 1
was o little afraid. | had never met these people. [
worried about my home. It was a very plain litlle
home s well as the furnighings in i, and I really
concerned myself with this thing very much, and when
it was tme for them to crrive 1 was all in a 'dither,
vou might say. But what a waste of worry, for these
people were like [ had known them all my life. Brother
Owercast scid this very thing as it seemed no matter
how late we staved up or how ecarly we crose we had
just heaps io say cnd do togsther.

"] wonder if cny of you housewives have felt this
uncertain feor of enteriaining the missionaries, or I
should sory, being hostess 1o our missionaries. Especial-
Iy if vou feel your means are inadequate. You know,
1 feel that oll our missionaries want for their laboring
among us during the summer, is a loving welcome to
our homes ond o helping hand when one can. For
mavbe they too feel uncericin sometimes about a wel-
come not being ot this home or that home. Certainly,
o loving and heartfelt welcome at o humble home
would be worth far more than a cold and unfeeling
welcome at a palace.

“I pray that all good things will be ours at this
conference. 1f there is cnyihing virtuous, lovely, or of
good report, or praiseworthy, let us seek after these
things,”

As o postscript, Sister Jones adds:

"1 wrote this letter for the purpose of easing anyone
who might feel the same as [ had. One missionary’s
wife told me about the way some times she felt when
being welcomed into a home and she will never know
whet enlightenment she brought to me.”

NEWS FROM LOCALS

Maple City, Michigan

It has been some time since we have sent in a re-
port from our local.

The Lord has blessed our local in mony ways, es-
pecially with His Holy Spirit. We are poor financially
but rich in His spirit.

Last fall we built an entry-way on our church by
going in debt and since then the Lord has told our local
(through revelation) not to go in debt. But we know
that some day, with the Lord's help and our prayers,
thet we will have a nice little church.

The result of our election of officers in our Sunday

2ehool business meeting on Jonuary 17 is as follows:
Superintendent, Brother Harold Polack; Assistant, Bro-
ther Nolan Trumbull; Secretary, Sister Geraldine Mal-
lory; Treasurer, Sister Fdith Mallory; Chorister, Brother
Otfo Polack; Libraricn, Sister Thelma Polack: and
Jomitor, Sister Kathleen Mallory. Teachers: Senior
class Flder Peter Price; Junior Class, Flder Otto Polack;
Primary class, Sister Ethel Whittern; cnd Cradle Roll,
Sigter Thelma Polack.

On lanuary 24 in the local church business meet
ing, those elected were: Pastor, Flder Peter Price; Assis-
tomt, Elder Otio Polack; Priest, Brother Harold Polack;
Teacher, Brother Alan Scott, who ot this time is in the
army; Deacon, Brother Fd. Mdallory; Secretary, Sister
May Polack; Treasurer, Sister Minnie Price; Chorister,
Sigter Irma Trumbell; Organist, Sister Lucinda Scotl;
Assistant Organist, Sister Irma Trumbell; Librarian,
Brother Harold Polack; and Reporter, Sister Thelma
Polack.

Recently o few of us went to Tlk Rapids, which is
thirty4four miles from church, io see Sister Lucinda
Seott who can not get to church often as she has no
ircmsportation.  Everything is fine with her and she is
being blessed very much in doing the Lord's work.

Jonuary 6, we got over 1o see the Baty family. We
enjoyed the visit very much. They live at Joy Field
which is about thirty-five miles from church. The
have no way of getting to church except when some
of the members go and get them. They are also being
hlessed in doing the Lord's work,

Pebruary 7 was Sacrament Sunday in which we
were blessed very much. Following Sacrament ser-
vice we were served dinner by Mrs, lomes Mosher,
Wirs. Fred Trumbell and Sister May Polack. Everyone
enjoyed themselves.

Thelma Polack, Reporter

Independence Diary

The morning of February 14 Brother Vance Harris
reached to us about charity. He read a | . portion of
e seventh chapter of Moroni. 1 bel i would
help us to live a better lile belore if we sach
would read this chapter often. Brother Harris admon-
ished us to exercise our faith, look forward io the hope
of eterndal life and have charity toward all. That eve-
ning Brother Richard Wheaton preached to us. He
contnued the thought of the morning service and read
from the eighth chapter of Moroni. =~ This chapter
ieaches us that litle children do not need to be bap-
tized, for baptism is for the remission of sin and little
children are without sin. Let me quote the eleventh
verse of this chapter. “Behold [ say unto vou, that
this thing shall ve teach, repentance and baptism unto
those who are accountable and capable of committing
sin; yea, teach parents that they must repent and be
boptized, ond humble themselves as their little chil-
dren, and they shall all be saved with their little chil-
dren: and their little children need no repentance,
neither baptism.”

February 21, Brother William Sheldon occupied the
morning hour. The scripture reading was read from
St. John chapter 4:8-15, which is the parable of the
woman at the well. The thought of Brother Sheldon's
sermon was that only through obedience to Christ's

{oias

God,
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teachings (parioking of the living water) can man re-
turn 1o the presence of God. Man cannot do this of
himself, but only through the mercies of God.

The evening of the 2lst, Brother Maynard Case
was the speaker. The text of the sermon is found in
Romans 10:14-15. “How then shall they call on him
in whom they have not believed? and how shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and
how shall they hear without a preacher? And how
shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is writ-
ten, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!”
Brother Case emphasized the fact that no one takes the
ministry upon himself, but must be called of God
as was Acron. He, also, read the parable of the
marriage found in Matthew, chapter 22:1-14, which
shows that many will be called into the marriage, but
those not wearing the wedding garment (righteous-
ness) would be cast oul.

The morning of February 28, Brother Clarence
Wheaton was our specker. He told some of his many
experiences in Mexico and Yucaten. He, also, spoke
concerning the “sheepfold” and how they should be
fed. They should be fed without any partiality shown
between them. BRrother Levi Maley occupied that eve-
ning hour. He preached to us concerning wisdom.
Proverb 4:7 “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore
get wisdom: and with all thy getiing get understond-
ing.” We should seek for wisdom. We were told
that if we do not have wisdom, we can "ask of God,
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith,
nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave
of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.” Jomes

:5-6.

The second of March was our semi-annual business
meeting and new officers were elected. Brother Leslie
Case was re-elected pastor; treasurer is Brother Marvin
Case: secretary is Sister Enid Morris; pianist is Sister
Mary Lois Harris; choristor is Sister Enid Morris; 18-
porter to the Advocate is Sister Katherine Mover.

The Sunday School held their business meeling
February 23. The new officers are: Superintendent,
Brother Forest Maley; Assistant Superintendant is Bro-
ther Jack Sprague; Secretary is Sister Enid Morris;
sasurer is Brother Frank Elliott; Picmist is Sister Alice
Hooker: Chorister is Sister Enid Morris. We pray
essings 1o be with each of these officers, that
they might be able to do their work as He would have

t aone.

it

Merch 7, we held or regular sacrament service., A
goodly portion of God's spirit was there to bless. In
the afternoon some of the Elders ook the sacrament o
some of those who could not attend the service be-
cause of age and sickness. Among those visited
was Gladys Nast, who was in the hospiial to rest belore
undergoing an operation. At the time of this writing,
Sister Nast is improving from the operation and hopes
1o be home in four or five days.

Rrother Chorles Reed occupied the evening hour on
March 7. In this service, we were reminded of the
great love that God has for monkind. For us, He gave
His only Son, and in return He asks us to love Him
with ol our heart, soul and mind and to love our neigh-

Y

bor as ourselves. Let us strive ever harder to live in
love.

Irene Case, Reporter.

Flint, Michigan

I'm the new reporter for the Flint Branch. Somse
pretty nice things have been hoppening here.

Sister and Brother Onalee and Arthur Hough have
adopted a tiny Indian baby of the Ottawa iribe. They
nomed it Biblicly: Jared Michael. It is a hondsome
voung one, and everyone loves it already.

The baby was born December 28, 1953, and blessed
Jemnucory 24, 1954, by Elders, Brother Glen Condon and
presiding pastor Brother Leslie Adams.  Brother
Adams expounded in his blessing the Lamanite WOTK
which is o commence in these lotter davys.

The church held o shower at the home of Sister
Adams after the Wednesday night praver mesting
on January 20th. It was a surprise to Sister Onalee
and she seemed to be delighted.

On January 29th Apostle Wm. F. Anderson arrived
ond tarried until about noon Jonuary, 11, from whence
he is heading for Midland. He plans, and we hope
to meet again this spring.

Brother Anderson gave a becutiful sermon begin-
ning from the war in Heaven to the era of the Christ,
illusirating the need of baptism by following the ex
ample and pattern of He who presented the law and
Himself carried it out.

Brother Orville Eddy was called to the office of
Priest on February 7 through Brother Anderson during
his sermon, ond he was ordained direcily following.
We offer Brother Orville our prayers and assistance.

Sister Henrietia Maitland has tremsferred into the
Church of Christ. We deem this a joyiul occasion
and our prayers are for her also.

The young people have organized their branch of
the Y. P. C. L. under the able direction of Sister Mabel
Rergey. They are meetfing with complications cnd
overcoming them. PBrother Frank Eddy is the teacher
and they, also, are studying the Young People's
Church History., We are very sorry to hear about
those in Ava.

We are ¢l striving and praying for Zion ond our
pravers are for God's people, everywhere.

Sister Winona Ademns, Reporter

Byo Visits Advocale

-

ebruary 14, Brother Harvey Bell was the specker,
"othe S in chorge of the mesling.

What is the Gospel?
Ig it the words of Christ?

Is it the words of the twelve Apostles?

Is it the prophecies?
{confinued on page 63
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ORIGINAL ARTICLES

NOTE: We solicit articles for this department written in an offirmative manner. An affirmative articie is one in which a beliel, or an opinion,

is expressed, and evidences presented to support that belief.

Contributions are to originate with the guthor and do not necessarily reflect

the teachings of the Church or the opinions of the editorial stalf,

THE MOST POWERFUL RELIGIOUS BOOK OF THE
NINETEENTH CENTURY

THE BOOX OF MOBMON
By

Apostle Clarence L. Wheaton
cnd
Angela Wheaton

—Part Two—
The Jeopedite or Sumerion Migration to America

In part one of this treatise we called attention to the
thot among the Tzeltal Indians of Chiapas, Mexi-
. o belief pervailed that the earliest inhabitonts of
srico came Cfrom the vicinity of the Orlent, Pales-
ldea, Carthage,” efc.

Tt 1g recorded in the Book of Mormon that a man by
e name of Jared ond his brother, led a colony "from
great tower oi the time the Lord confounded the
guage of the psople,” ete. (Ether 1:7). Now it will
. borne in mind that, prior to the time Joseph Smith
~ted this record, and published it in March 1830,
was known concerning the ancient inhabitants of

heir legends, itraditions or archaeological
d: ond that only since 1830 the wveil has

m the principal ruins of ancient Mayan
" ete. Therelore, he could not have drawn from
sources of information, material on which to base
usions that these early colonizers came from "the
iower.” I the Book of Mormon had come into be-
as the figment of man's imaginogtion or in any
er way than by the inspiration of God, there would
o been much guess-work, miscalculations, etc.,
archaeological exploration would have dis-
wed, But archasology is contnually bringing io
+ht concrele evidences of the truthfulness of the facls
ented in the Boock of Mormon. So we must con-
o, as did Harvey Ingram that, “here is somsthing
happened or did not happen,” which should lead

¢
142]

io find “some way for an imporiial investigation
the facts of the finding of the golden plates.” (The

CLW..

The Book of Mormon account of this early migra-
Hon is amply borne cut by the Quiche-Maya traditions,
which have been preserved in the writings of their an-
cient sages ond historians, who translated these ac-
counts into the Spemish near the time of the Conguest
of Mexico and Central America.

ok of Mormon.

Refore eniering into an examincation of these ancient
iraditions and legends, we will examine the occount
as given in the Book of Mormon. It tells us that the
Jaredites were a people who were led by an ancient
prophet of the Lord by the name of Jared who, "came
forth with his brother and their fomilies, with some
others and their families, from the great tower at the
#ime the Lord confounded the lemguage of the pecple,
and swear in his wrath that they should be scaitered

upon all the face of the earth,” (Ether 1:7). They were in-
siructed 1o go “down into the valley, which is north-
ward,” (par. 17), from their homeland in the vicinity of
the great tower, or Tower of Babel, eic. This valley
was then called the Valley of Nimrod, and today is
recognized as the Fuphraies Valley.

When these laredites, who were a colony of the
ancient Sumericn people who inhabited Mssopotamia,
come into this valley, 'the Lord come down ond tcedked
with the brother of Jared,” and “commanded them that
they should go forth into the wilderness, vea, into that
cuarier where there never had mem been,” {par. 25-28).

Following these instructions of the Lord, “they did
iravel in the wildemess and did build barges, in which
they did cross many woters,” (Ether 1:28), (or rivers),
eond finaolly, after a long period of time, “the Lord did
bring Jared and his brethren forth even to that great
secr which divideth the lands,” (Ether 1:36), where they
" dwelt in tents upon the seashore for the space of four
vears,” (par. 37), and “called the name of the place
Moricncumer.”

Taking o map of the oncient world we find the
Tower of Babel was located in the vicinity of Babylon,
cnd located on the right banks of the Euphrates River
in Mesopotamia. Eridu, considered as the original
home of mon, was o few miles southeast of Ur of
Chalden were Abraham was born.  Going northward
from this area they would cross the Tigris river and
several low ranges of mountains in order o recch the
valley of Nimrod which was near the ancient city of
Nineveh. From this valley they were to toke their
journey through o wilderness which was fraversed by
"many waters” or rivers, and “through that quarter
where never had man been.” To the north of Nineveh,
and to the east, were great mouniain ranges. Only
to the west was there to be found terrain which fitted
the description given, and only in this direction lay the
Great Seq, known to the ancient world, as such, which
divided the lands. For this Great Seaq, the Mediter-
ranecn, divides the continent of Europe on the north
from the continents of Africa ond the Middle East Asi
on the south, oll the way from Phoenicia to the sircits
of Gibraliar in the west

Digressing here for o moment, we wish 1o direct at-
tention to Eridu, the locality from whence these early
Sumericmn colonizers probably began their long trek to
the other side of the world:

" Archasological Note: Eridu (Abu Sharem), 12 miles
south of Ur, (of Chaldea), 150 miles southeast of Baby-
lon, is the particular spot which tradition has fixed as
ihe site of the Garden of Eden. Ancient tablets show
that the early Babylonions regarded it as the oldest
cand most sacred city in the world. . . ..

"Some of the oldest Babylonion inscriptions say,
‘Near Fridu was o garden, in which was o mysterious
sacred tree, a tree of life, planted by the gods, whose
roots were deep, while its branches reached to heaven,
protected by guardian spirits, and that no man enters
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into the midst of it," Arioch, king of Larsa, (Ellarsa), who
was a contemporary of Abraham, (Gen. 14:1), called
himself ‘executor of the oracle of the holy tree of Eridu.’

“The ruins of Eridu were excavated by Hall and
Thompson of the British Museum, 1918-1919. They
found indications that possibly it was the first city ever
built; o prosperous and cultured city, revered as the
original home of man.” (Pocket Bible Handbook
Halley, page 67).

Thiz is of interest because of the Tzeltal Indiom
traditions that their first ancestors came from "Chal-
dec,” ete., and as stated by Alfred Maury, "It is a very
remarkable fact that we find in America traditions of
the Deluge coming infinitely nearer to that of the Bible
and the Chaldean religion than among any people of
the Old World. 1t is difficult to suppose that the emi-
gration certainly ook place from Asia into North
America by the Kourile and Aleution Islands, and still
does so in our day, should have brought in these
memories, since no trace is found of them cmong those
Jongol or Siberian populations which were fused with
e notives of the New World,” eic.  (Atlentis —Don-
elly, page 98). Abrohom migrated from Ur of Chal-
eq ofter the loredite migration, to Haran, from there
io Hameth, and into the regions of Palestine, evidenily
iollowing the some route that had been blazed by the
more cncient Jaredite colony, for this route to the Great
Seqa, and into Galilee and Egypt, in time became the
route of commerce and empire.

e
5

[N g

Returning now io our narrative, and again looking
ot our maps, we find these "many waters” or rivers,
were westward from Nineveh, across the uper tribu-
taries of the Buphrates ond Tigris Rivers. In crossing
these sirecams, which drained the great walershed of the
Armenian Plotecnu, beginning ot Mt Arrarat, south-
ward, in what is present day Turkey, these colonists
had to build “barges, or boats suitable to carry their
fomilies and cargoes across them., We are informed
thet the “headwater rivers (of the Euphrates), are rush-
ing, torrenticl vouthful streoms that have cut many
deep canyons and gorges in the wild upland region
through which they flow,” (Colliers Ency., 1953), which
would well fit the description of a region "where thers
never had man been,’ some 2,500 yecas belore the
derwn of the Christion era, when the people were scat-
tered ot the confounding of their lomguages.  Josephus,
in his "Antiquities of the Jews and History of the Jewish
Wars,” soid, “After this they (the people), were dis-
persed abroad on account of their languages, and went
out by colonies sverywhere, . . . . There were some
also who passed over the sea in ships, and inhabited
the islands,” ete. He gave the daie of this event as
being 2234 B, C. (Flavius Josephus, Bock 1, Chap. 5,
page 47), Hales Chronology from the Septuagint, gives
this date as 3154 B, C. and Ixtlilzochil]l gives it as 3097

B. C.

After crossing these barriers of "wildernsss” com-
posed of mounicins, foresis, rivers and deep canyon
through the northern part of the Syrian Desert, as above
related; as its pioneers, they probably blazed the old
road of Empire, that led to Haran, the place where
Abraham later migrated to and found his wile Sarah,
then along natural valley routes leading to Hameth
in northern Syria, one of the oldest cilies of the world.
This city of Homath was in the valley of the Orontes
River. This river is flonked on the west by the coastal

range of the Lebanon mountains, and reaches the sea
ot Antioch. Following up this river they would cross
a divide into the regions of Galilee, and thence down
the Leonies River, westward o the Mediterronean of
“Great Sea”’ which divides the lands, to a point north
of Tyre. Here, at the Great Seq, these early Sumerians,
or Jaredites, 'dwelt in tents upon the sea-shore for the
space of four years.” An old map shows this was the
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Central America.  Along this lengthy voyage they
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might, from time io time put ashore, possibly at th
mouth of the Nile, along the coast, or on the islands,
for fresh water and food supplies. The account given
in Ether said, they were “three hundred and forty-four
days upon the waters,” ond they did land upon the
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shore of the promised land. Possibly their little colony
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nay have been cugmented by additional persons,
from some of these localities, for in our explorations in
the vicinity of Panuco, near Tampico, the lomding place
of the first migration, according to the Quiche-Mavya
iraditions, we found a number of little clay figurines,
some thirty feet under ground, with distinct Egyptian
cnd Ethiopian features.

Litle Clay Figurines Found ot Ponuce, in Verccruz State, Mexico,

Having Lgypfion and Asiatic Features.

probable wonderings  of
people, who were descendantz of the onclent
ricans of Mesopotamia, we call ottention to on
in Life Magazine, for December 31, 1952, “Three
Views of Asia,'” which traces the migrations of various
peoples after the Deluge, one of which was from this
crea down the coasts of the Mediterranean towards
Palestine, Egypt and the West.  Such a course of mi-
h our theories, deducted from the

d study of the ocean currents, that
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forth, upon the waters, being driven by a "furious wind
_towards the promised land,” Americq, (Ether 3:6),
which wind "did never cease to blow towards the
promised lond, while they were upon the waters; .. ..
and they did lond upon the shore of the promised
lomd,” (Ether 3:10-13).

While much of this may seem to be more or less
hypothetical, it would be well to tcke into considera-
tion “where we find decided affinities between two or
more points,we may reasonably presume that similar
codncidents existed as to moany others which have
disappeared under the gttrition of centuries.” In this
respect we wish to call attention to a staternent from
the cuthor of Kon-Tiki:

"“Manv observers have maintained, for weighty
reasons, that the great Indion civilizations, from the
Lztecs in Mexico to the Incas in Peru, were inspired
by sporadic intruders from over the seas in the easi,
while all the Americon Indicns in general are Asiotic
Wunting and fishing peoples who in the course of
twenty thousand vears or more trickled into America
from Siberic, It is certainly siriking that there is not
o trace of gradual development in the high civilizations
which ence stretched from Mexico to Peru. The deeper
the archaeologists dig, the higher the culture, until o
definite point is reached at which the old civilizations
have clearly arisen without any foundation in the
midst of primitive cultures.

i

~d the civilizatons have arisen where the cur-
reni comes in from the Atflantic, in the midst of the
desert and jungle regions of Central end South Amer-
icar, instead of in the more temperate regions where
civilizations in both old and modern times, have had
casier conditions for their development. (Kon-Tiki,
page 175).
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Were the wendering teachers men of an early civ-
ilized race from across the Aflantic, who in times long
past, in the same simple manner, (he had crossed the
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iche-Maya traditions as translated by the
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of o similar nature, and the confusion of longues ond
consequent scattering of the population . . . seven fam-
ilies speaking the same language kept together in their
wanderings for many years: and after crossing broad
lands, (evidently Mesopotamia, Syric and Phoenicia,
CLW.), and seas, (the Mediterranean, Sargosso Seq,
and Atlantic Ocean, C.LW.), enduring great hardships,
they reached the couniry of Huehue Tlapallan, or ‘old’
Tlapallan, which they found to be fertile and desirable
1o live in.” (Native Races Vol. 5, p. 209)

According to Schagun, “the primitive portion of the
Nohuas, or ancestors of the Toltecs, were in a distant
east, beyond immense seas and lands. Amongst the
families and tribes that bore with least patience this
long repose ond immobility, those of Canub, and of
Tlocab, may be cited, for they were the first to deter-
mine to leave their couniry. The Nghuas, sailed in
seven barks or ships, which Sahagun calls the Chicom-
omtac or seven grotios.” And in the Kingsborcugh ver-
sion of Sohagun's account (as found in Vol. 8, of his
Mexican antiquities), he says, “these seven grottos or
caves, are the ren ships or galleys in which the
first setilers of this land came,” stc. It was at Panuco,
near Tampico, that those sirangers disembarked; they
establicshed themselves ot Paxil, . . . and their state took
the nome of Hushue Tlapallan. It is not stated from
whence they come, but merely that they came out of
the regions where the sun rises.” (Native Races Vol. 3,
p. 2705

In the above quotations we note that these first set-
flers landsd ot Panuco, and “established themselves
at Paxil” also called Hushue Tlapallon, and "they
found (1) to be fertile and desirable to live in” We
have pointed out that the Bock of Mormon accounts
called the lond to which the Jaredites migrated, «
“vromised land” and in another place it has been de-
seribed as "o choice land obove oll other lands, o
chosen lond of the Lord,” (Ether 6:2), Ponuco means,
“place where they arrived who came by sea,” (M. R.
5:189). These strangers had come "in search of the
“terrestrial paradise,’ (and) were called Tamoachan,
which means “we seek our house,” and settled necr the
highest mountains they found.” (N.R. 5:180). This
place was Paxil, described as a “most excellent land,
so full of good things, where the white and vellow
moize abound, olso the cacao, where were sapotes ond
many fruits, and honey; all was overflowing with the
best of food in this country of Paxil, or Cayala” (N.RE.

2:717).

We also learn from this account by Schagun that
the “primitive’’ or first colony that came to America
was led by two men, who may have been brothers.
Their names were Canub and Tlecab, which is anal-
ogous to the identity of Jared and his brother of the
Book of Mormon account (Ether 1:7-12), of the migro-
tfion from the tower of Babel. And it may be well to
bear in mind the fact that by the time Schagun made
his translation from the old codices, that changes of
longuages must have iaken place, as it has in other
paris of the world over o lapse of centuries, therefore
was more or less legendary, whereas, the record of
Ether is reputed to be translated from o well preserved
record, written close io the time these events tran-
spired, as set forth in our previous consideration of this
question.

The ancestors of the Toltecs, above mentioned, were

the Quinames, a race of large people, referred to by
some writers as gianis, mentioned “as the first inhabi-
iamts of Mexico,” (Native Races 1:670). Concerning
these giants, we cite the following:

"Vevytia indeed rejects the idea that a race of
gicmts actually existed, and Clavigero considered their
existence as a race very doubtful, although admitting
that there were doubtless individuals of great size.

(N.R. Vol. 5, p. 198).

“The Mexicans around Cholula had a special leg-
end, connecting the escape of a remnant from the great
deluge with the olten mentioned story of the origin of
the people of Anahuac, from Chicomozl n
caves, (alzo tremslated ships, galleys, or
At the time of the catalclysm, the couniry, according to

Pedro de los Rios, was inhabited by gionts.” (N R
6:67).

“The Quinames, traditionally assigned as the first
inhabitonts of nearly every part of the couniry, have

been the subject of much discussion among the Spane
ish writers.” (N.R. 5:198), Troces of these “giants” or
large people have been found in various places in
Mexico, Guatamala, ond even as far south as Peru
Tt is rather significant that these fraditions concerning
“gionis or individuals of great size” elc., also sup-
port the evidences found in i Mormon,
1

which relcte to the Joredites as we will now cbserve:

2

)

" ind the brother of Jared being o lorge and mighty
mon,” etc. (Ether 1:8), “And Lib was a mon of greal
stoiure, more than any other man among all the peo-

T B i T o Phin a ;
ple,” etc., (Ether 6:44), . . . there were thirty and two ©
the people of Shiz, and twenty and seven of the people
of Coriantumr, . . . And they were large and mighty
men, as to the strength of men.” {Ether 6:97-99).

To these accounts we add, that during our explora-
tion of the mains of Ponuco and Tompico in 1951, we
were informed by the archoeologist of that area, of a
cove near Guerrero, in the Stote of San Luis Potosi,
which could only be recched with horses and Indiom
guides, in which the remcins of several pe
larger than ordinary size were excavated. It is inter-
sting i this regard to add the following from an an-

otk which Alexander the Great, ¢ d o be
1ed, which work came Irom the royal t
iative to the people of immense size

framn
Nineveh, re

built the great tower of Babel, the locality from wt
the Taredites came. This record stated:

"From the gods, who inhobited the earth in the

first cges, there sprang a race of glomis of imme
size, and of the strongest bodily frame; full of insole:
daring, they formed the ambitious design io build «
lofty tower (Babel), but while they were em;g loved in
the erection, a dreadful tempest, raised by the gods,
destroved the hluge edifice and scattered among them
unknown words, whence corose discord and confu-
sion.  (Historical Geography of the Bible—Coleman,
p. 51, from Historical Data,~L. E. Hills, pp. 8 and 9.

Qo we find, that both the Book of Mormon and the
iraditions of the early Mexicon people agree; that the
first settlers of America came from the distont east; thed
they came from the tower of Babel at the time of the
confounding of the lenguages; that they were o people
of immense size; that they had come across the Atlantic
in ships, or barges, described as being tight like « dish
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ot comparable to o cave, and though the Book of Mor-
mon specks of eight ships, and the legends of only
seven, it is possible that the seven were the ones that
corried the families, and the eighth the live stock and
equipment, therefore the legends would not mention it
Therefore the cnalogy between the traditional history
of the ancient civilizers of America and the Book of
Mormon, leads us to conclude that this Book was a
well preserved and cuthentic record ol the events
vwhich tremspired.

THE MINISTERIAL OFFICE OF DIVINE
EPPOINTMENT

By Elmer P. Hunter

"And no meom ioketh this honour unto himself,
but he that is called of God as was Acron.” Heb.
5.4
[OMEN

I

Txodus 4:12. "Now therefore go, and I will be with
thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.” See
Tscrich 50:4; leremich 1:9; Matthew 10:19; Mark 13:11;
Luke 12:11 ond Luke 21:14-15.

Frodus 4:13. "And he said, O my Lord, send I
pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.”

Paaglm 68:11. "The Lord gave the word: great was
the company of those that published it.”

I John 2:27. "But the anointing which ye have re-
ceived of him abideth in vou, and ye need not that
any man teach you: but as the same anointing teach-
eth vou of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and
even as it hath tcught vou, ve shall abide in him.”

1 Cor. 1:21. "Now he which stablisheth us with
vou in Christ, and hath ancinted us, is God.”
11 Cor. 2:15, 18, 17. "For we cre unio God o sweet

sarvour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them
that perigh.

i ny, which corrupt word
ok T : s N

of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight
of God speak we in Christ”

Le

gin cgain fo commend our-
3¢ others, epistles of com-
. of commendaiions from

id beseech vou by us: we pray
> ve reconciled to God.”

no mon irouble
1 g

ir
r 1 bear ir v the marks of the Lord Jesus.”

d: he that knoweth God
of God heoreth not us. Hereby
, and the spirit of error.”

1
Itz Field Is the World

"Say not ve, There are vyet four

months and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto
vou, Lift up your eyes; and look on the fields; for they
are white already to harvest” Matt. 13:38; Matt.
28:19,20; Luke 24:47; Acts 2:39; and Col. 1:23.

I

Its Constraint
1 Cor. 9:16, 17, 18. "For though I preach the gospel,
I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon
me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!

“For #f | do this thing willingly, I have o reward:
but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is
committed unto me.

“What is my reward then? Verily that, when I
preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ
without charge, that I abuse not my power in the
gospel.”

v

Its Power
Mark 6:20. “For Herod feared John, knowing that
he was o just mon and on holy, and observed him;
and when he heard him, he did many things, ond
heard him gladly.,” Romans 1:16; 1 Cor. 1:18, 24;
1I Cor. 6:7: cmd Hebrews 4:12.

v

Its Glory
11 Cor. 3:7, 8,9, 10, 11. "But if the ministration of
death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so
that the children of Israel could not steadfastly behold
the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance;
which glory was to be done away:

“"Heow shall not the ministration of the spirit be
retther glorious?

“For if the minisiration of condemnation be glory,
much more doth the ministration of righteousness ex-
ceed in glory.

“Por even that which was made glorious had no
glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that ex-
celleth.

“For if that which is done away was glorious, much
more that which remaineth is glorious.”
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Archie F. Bell

A great deal has been said, both in conversation
and from the pulpit, in the past one hundred and
twenty vears, about New Jerusalem and Zion. The
principle part spoken of has been the spiritucl side.
The main theme has been, build the spiritucl-man
and the rest will come to pass. While studying this
over lately I have wondered if we have gone for
nough, We oll agree, | believe, that the most im-
cmt principle is the building of the spiritual mon.
] 2 w o few thoughts to enter our minds
ricus consideration.

1

On every hand, both in the Church and out, is the
ught thet the Lord is soon going to do something.
L the church believe thot we come under the
promise that Christ made back in his ministry as re-
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Luke 12:32, “Fear not, little flock: for it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

Now let us ses if we con find some of the mean-
ing of this statement. What does it fake to constitute
o kingdom? First, a king; second, subjects; third, terri-
tory; fourth, laws.

Revelation 21:1-2, "And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed awdry and there is no more sea. And |, jobn
saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem coming duwm from
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband.”

How many trrt»* in the past have the membership
emd priesthood of the church been asked, by those in-
vestigating our claims, 1o prlaln this. They want to
know ﬂ}« ccmamo 15 cnd the Hme in which this is fo
take place. I don't believe this can be given using the
Bible alone. But with the Book of Mormon used crlo*zq
with the Bible I think we ot least can give food for
serious thought. ’

Jesus, when Spcq%'lnq of a time which to all indi-
ions seems to be in o very necr fulure, scid, as

III Nephi 9:56-58, " And it shall come to pass, saith
: ", that the sword O,L ;my )Lisuce shall hang over
, it shall {all upon
m“r y”a even u,gon all notions of the

come io pass that T will sstabli

ulfilling of the covenant which
m:vd@ with vom Iu acob, cv*d it shall be g New ler-
nsalem.  And the p wers of heaven shall be in the
midst of this people; vea even [ will be in the midst of

I

vou.

E;; the above reading we note some things that om
to come 1o pass. One: the sword of C od's justice sha
ialf upon nations of the Gentiles if they QO not repsni;
two: he will establish his p@opw, three: they will bQ
as’ff}bhghua in the lend of America; four: this estab-

lishment shall become the site of New Jerusalem.

\/‘J e shall pass over the statement of God's sword
of justice and ke up Nuﬂb T fWO!

U)

come o pQSD in the la:
the Lord's house shall b
nountains, ond shall be
the nJv 17d ol netions shadl flow unio
it And mqay peomla shcus go and say, come ye, and
let us go up to the mouniain of the Lord to the house
of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us his ways,

1

Q

cnd we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go
forth the low and the word of the Lord from Jerusa-
lem.”

We hove the location of the place that the Lord's
mouniain (government) will be established in the top
{center) of the mouniains (governments—States), but a
new thought enters the picture: Zion! Zion is the
gathering place of holy people. But please nole that
this passage in Isaich does not mention New Jerusa-
lem. It does mention Old Jerusalem. At the same
time it indicates the central place of the Lord's govern-

ment here on ecarth will not be Jerusalem of old, but
states only that the word of the Lord shall go forth from
there. Could it be that there will be a gathering of the
Lord's holy people before New Jerusalem is completed?
Let us examine the scripture some more.

@

Once more Jesus is speaking of the Gentiles say-
ing:

111 Nephi 10:1-5, *'But if they will repent and hearken
unto my words and harden not their hearts, 1 will es-
toblish my church among them, and thev shall comse
in unto the covenant, and be numbered cmong this the
remnemt of Jacob, unte whom I have given this land
for their inheriiance, and they shall assist my peomw,
the remmnant of Jacob., And GLO as many of the house

of Israel as shall come, that they m ay build a city,
which shall be called the Mew Jeruaselm. And then
shall they assist my people z‘qm thev may be gathersed

scattered upon all the face of the land,
ﬁ‘wl then shall the power
h:rr and 1 also will
e work of the Father
me G%pﬂ shall be

in, who are
in unto the MNew Ierusalerrz‘
of heaven come down «
be in the midst, and then sha
commence, af that day even w

preached among the remnont (i 110% "p sople. Verily
1 say unto you, af that dey shall the work of the Tather

d o of m v pf‘mwz N

0%

commence among all the ¢ vedu
even the iribes which have been 10&[, which the raaher
heth led away out of Jerusalem.”

‘We notice
the things we have read bsf
nection to the beginning of ’( o building of New Jeru-
sedem.  There is one oulslancing th;@q found in the
reading of both of those passages. That is; the power
of Heaven shall come down among them.

in this last re d ng a repeat of some of
e, but also we find o con-

JAGN

o

This we should «ll agree is very essential. Th

power of heaven must b@ demonstrated not only iIn
deed but in word. When this gospel of the kingdom
(att, 24:14) shall be precched among il the dis-
parsed of the Lord's peo ple, every represeniative of
the Lord must teach and pr @ﬁc’n ﬁa@ some gospel, and
the only way this can be accon plished is }
influence of the power of God.

under the

but m*ix,r to brmg out
cidents of future bmu
e thoughts of time ¢

let us examine somet

503(

ding, we find that th

;

bna of ;ﬂw

people bocl

Isaioh 11:11, "And it so
dery, that the Lord shall set
Hme o recover the remn
be left from Assyric and Irc
cmd from Cush and from E
Yrom Homath, cnd from the

omd q\;um i
people w

How well this fits in s TS
10:5-8. How the Lord is C;Ol?ﬁ’“} to
home. But .we ask Wnen?

Let us go again to the:

Book &f Jacob 4:3, “And in the day that he shall
et his hand again the second time to recover his peo-
ple is the day, veq, even the last Hime that the ser-
vanis of the Lord shall go forth in his power, to nourish
and prune his vinevord; ond aofter that the end soon
cometh.”

Does this give us a period of fime? Yes! It does!

The last days. Note how that fits in with:
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Micah 4:1, “But in the last days it shall come to
pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall
be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall

e exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto
it

Let us see how much we have brought out so far
that we can think aobout.

First: the sword of God's justice shall hang over
all the nations of the Gentiles.

Second: God is going to establish His people.
Third: He is going to establish them in America.

Fourth: He is going to establish them in the ceniral
part of the United States.

Fifth: They will be a holy people.

Sizth: The place where they are established shall
become New Jerusadem.

Seve The gatherin 3’ shall begin ot the tme
the building of New Jerusalem starts.
Eighth: The gothering shall be accomplished in the

last days.

1estion my. statement in number five.
noly people.” Pezhaps I should havae
srnent Hw it isn't too late 1o do so.

adl come to pc:% thot he that is
M ‘ih in Jerusalem shall
that is written among

this is before the end too,
I verse five. It is still Hime
Alter the end there

ol various iw d
. We mean, 'WSTV“Z”

people, as well. Let us nome some of them. Farming,
housekeeping, recording, street cmd road building,
heat craftsmanship, plumbing, elecirical, concrete
working, carpentry, stone masonry, plastering, paint-
ing, and many others such asg music and song. There
is no reason why « craft or talent should interfere with
a man's ability as o minister for Christ, if it so be that
he is chosen for such. Think back on Ezra, Nehemich,
David, Solomon, Nephi, the Brother of Jared and many
others; they were builders, ond David was o musician.

Let us notice the reading in o few guotations from

the Book of Mormon:

I Nephi 5:173, "And it came to pass that after T had
finished the ship according to the word of the Lord, my
brethren beheld that it was good, and that the work-
manship thereof was exceeding fine.”

II Nepht 4:24-25, "Wherefore it could not be built
like unto Solomon’s temple. But the manner of the
constructicn was like unto the femple of Soiomcm and
the workmaomship thereof was exceeding fine.”

Jarom 1:18, "And we multiplied exceedingly, and
spread upon the face of the 1and and becoame ex-
ceeding rich in gold, and in silver, and in precious
things, and in fine workmaomship of wood, in buildings
and in machinery, and dlso in iron and copper, and
brass and steel, m(mmq all monner of tools of every
kind to till the ground.’

Ether 4:65, 72-78, "And it came to pass that' Lib
also did that which was good in the sight of the Lord—
72 -And they did work oll monner of fine work. And

they did have silks and fine twined linen; and they did
work all monner of cloth, that they might clothe them-
selves from their nokedness. And they did make ol
manner of tools to tll the earth, both to plow and to
sow, to reap and o h Ce and also to thresh. And they
did make uH monner of tools with which they did work
their beasts, . . . And thevy did work all manner of work
of @xxzedinq curious workmanship. And never could
bs a people more bxesuéd then were they, and more
omspcr@d by the hand of God.”

Czrl When they
fms p@@ ple. 1 cm not
zople o Tmz» f%@if entire at-
falents o ave the Lord

QHOW the rules of
It was not 50 in the early history
w ﬂ}cﬁu day ized

> must

SUMmory of our
us H s ki

which will b

srritory with His govert nment will be
It not will be o ;cmf:e of His gov-

t but als
It will b

sword of God's jus

of refuge for His pso-
at the time
11
]

.
|

AR

G

i
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the world. The people who shall be permiited to dwell
therein shall be holy. A city which shall be called
New Jerusalem will be built in this territory. It shall
be located in the cenier of the United States. God
sholl redeem this place himself (Isaich 27) with judge-
ment. To this Zion shall all the Lord's people be gath-
ered except those whose inheritance shall be in the
lemd promised to Abraham, Isaac ond Jacob., The New
Jerusalem shall be built by the Lord’s people. They
vwill need to develop their skills as well as their spirit-
ual man.

NEWS FROM LOCALS

(continued from page 55
Reading from Amos 3:7, “Surely the Lord God will
do nothing, but he revecleth his secret unto his servanis
the prophets.”” Then from I Nephi 8:188, “And in them
shall be written my gospel, saith the Lomb, and my
rock end my salvation;” speaking of the gospel and
records that were to come forth unio the Gentiles, latter
portion of verse 183, "I will be merciful unio the Gen-
#iles in that day, insomuch that I will bring forth unto
them in mine own power, much of my gospel, which
shall be ploin and precious, saith the Lamb;” Warning
us also, Mark 7:7, "Howbeit in vain do they worship
me, teaching for docirines the commandments of man.”

Brother Alex Smith was the speaker, the morning of
the 21st, using for his text, the parable of the sower,
found in Matthew 13, how some of the seed or word of
the gospel fell by the wavside and the evil one snaich-
ed it away from careless or indifferent hearts, some fell
among rocks, or those that receive the word rejoicing,
but when irials come they are offended, ond turn
away, some fell among thoms and thistles, which are
we if we let the cares of life, deceitfulness of vain glory
or riches of the world choke out God's word and we
become unfruithul; some fell on good ground, which
bring forth good fruit, thirty fold, sixty fold, cnd an
hundred fold.

The Fvening Study Hour was spent in the con-
tinued study of the quesiion, "What is Zion and how
shall it be redeemed?” Quoting from I Nephi, chapter
12, verse 25, "And others will he pacily, and lull them

way inlo carnal security, thal they will say, All is
well in Zion: yea, Zion prospereth, all is well”” Alsc
verses 30 to 33, "Therefore, woe unto him that is ot
ease in Zion, Woe be unto him that crieth, All is well;
veq, woe be unio him thal hearkeneth unto the pre-
cepts of men, and denieth the power of God, and the
gift of the Holy Ghost. Yeq, woe be unio him that saith,
We have received, and need no more. And in fine,
woe unto ol those who iremble, ond are angry be-
couse of the truth of God.”

New questions for future study were:

What is mighty Fasting and Prayer?

What is Apostasy?

Are there Ten Tribes coming from the North?

We are continuing our Wednesday evening Prayer
meetings, and rejoice that we have this means of ap-
proaching our Heavenly Father to thank Him for the
mony blessings we have received, and lo entreat Him
for the guidonce and weliore of His Church. We only
wish thot we could overcome personal shyness, that
we could take port more freely, as we know o greater

amount of the Spirit will be with us, and also when we
con draw our minds from our work, eic, in prepcration
for these meetings.

February 28, Brother Archie Bell occupied the 11
o'clock preaching hour. His subject was, “"Preparation’
using for scripture reading, the 12th chapter of Domiel.
1 shall quote portions of it, "And ot that time shall
Michael siomd up, the great prince which stondeth
for the children of thy people: . . . But thou, O Daniel,
shut up the words, and seal the book, even o the time
of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledgs
shall be increcsed. . . . . And one said to the man
clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the
river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?
... that it shall be for a time, times, and o hall. . ..
And he scid, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are
closed up ond sealed il the time of the end. . .. And
from the Hme that the daily sccrifice shall be taken
away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set
up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety
doys. Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh o the
thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.”
Then turning to Jacob, chapter 3:63-88, where i specks
of the different ones the Lord had led away or planied,
some in o poor spot of ground, and some in an even
more poor spot of ground, also another branch the Lord
had planted, and the last ones that he had planted in a
good spot of ground, but only part of these brought
forth good fruit, and part brought forth bitter.” Book of
Nephi 10:4-8, quoting a portion, “At that day shall the
work of the Father commence among all the dispersed
of my people; vea, even the iribes which have been
lost, which the Father hath led away out of Jerusalem.”

The evening hour was spent in coniinued study of
Zion and dlso the question of mighty prayer and fost
ing. I Samuel 12:23, "Moreover as for me, God forbid
thert T should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for
vou: but I will teach thou the good and right way,”
il Nephi 14-11, “For if yve would hearken unto the spirit
which teccheth o momn o proy, ve would know that yve
must pray: for the evil spirit teacheth not o moan 1o
oray, but teacheth him that he must not pray.”

sarents, Brother
Delores

Brot Iaok Rell visited with his
and Sister Archis Bell, the w
Bell returned io Independe

d

The Ministry met for o Prissthood meeting, Mond
evening, March 1.

Derleen Smith, Reporter

INDEPENDENCE Y. P. C. L. NEWS

During the month of February we had our second
regular Church History study night. On the lost Thurs-
day of the month we had « social at my home. We
played volley ball and then had refreshments. Al
though the weather was rather cool we all had o good
Hime.

Merch 4 was another Church History study which
was very enlightening,

Our regular semi-cmnucal business meetin
held on.March 11. We elected officers as {ollows:

WS

Chairman, Marvin Case; Assistont Cholrmon, Jim-
my Mover; Secretary, Enid Morris; Assistont Secre-
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tary, Mary Hedrick; Treasurer, Carol Movyer; Reporter,
Mary Lois Harris; Recorder, Jack Bell; and Piomist,
Blice Fawn Hooker.

We also discussed plans for conference.

Brother Joe Smith, one of the young men in the ser-
vice, is now stationed in Austric His address is as
follows:

Pvi. Joseph . Smith

R. A. 17389530

Co. "E'* 350th Inf. Req.
A.P. O. 541 % Postmaster
New York, New York

1 am sure he would enjoy receiving mail from
young people of the Church.

Joyce Elaine Sprague and Alvin Leon Harris were
married the afternocon of February 20 at the church
in a double ring ceremony. The rings were carried
by Janice Lynelte Sprague. Mary Lois Harris was
bridesmaid ond Bill L. Morris acted as best man.
Condlelighters were Marion ond Marilyn Denham.
Jock Sprague and Pat Horris were the usghers.

We offer congratulations to this happy couple and
wish them much hoppiness.

I would again like to extend on invitation to all to
atterd the Conference which begins April 6.

Mary Lois Harris, Reporter

NOTICE

For several vears many people in the church have
indicated that they wanted and needed history of
the church. We have recently published "AN OuT-
LINE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.”

This is a compact compilation of the higtory of the
Church of Christ from 1830 to the present time, com-
by Apostle B. C. Flint. This work is also, as iis
> implies, “on outline” fo o more complete study
f the history of the church, as it is o ready reference
1o mony of the old publications, historical documents
74 other histories of the Bestoration.

Although the history has been off the press for
nearly six months we hove received comparatively
few orders. Because we want you to have this history,
; T ot cost pluz o few cents

tage, ($2.50 per single copy or three or more
ss for $2.25 per copy posipaid). Send your orders
i Business Manager, Church of Christ (Temple Lot),
P, O, Box 472, Independence, Missouri.

We also expect to have available for conference
o new edition of the tract “The Temple Lot Deed”, by
Apostle A, M. Smith, and o new tract “"Historical Facts
Concerning the Temple Lot (That Interesting Spot of
Ground West of the Conrt House),” by Apostle C. L.
Wheaton.

The Board of Publications

REUNION NOTICE

- We were very hoppy when Ferguson was chosen
the place for the Missouri Reunion.

i 1 am thankful thot God has been willing to restors
this Gospsl upon this land of ours where we have

freedom of worship.

Come one, come dll, let us worship the Lord to-
gether. We are locking forward to having the Saints
from other states with us. We can «ll share our bless-
ings and the Spirit of the Lord together.

We have arrangements made to care for all who
can come. Some of our friends, not members, are
willing to share their homes with visitors. That shows
a good Spirit.

The committee is:

Brother Archie Bell, Ava, Missouri.

Brother Williom Sheldon, 1011 South Cottage, Inde-
pendence, Missouri.

Alion Shonkle, 10179 Imperiol, St. Louis 21, Mis-

sourl.

Those who can come please get in contact with the
commitiee so we can have all aorrcngements made.

Hope to see you all August 6, 7 and 8.

Alton B. Shankle
10179 Imperiol Drive
St. Louis 21, Mo.

-

SPRAGUE-HARRIS

Brother and Sister Rollend D. Sprague cnnounce
the marriage of their daughter, Joyce Elaine to Alvin
leon Harris on February 20, 1954. The ceremony,
read by the bride's father, took place at the Church of
Christ (Temple Lot), Independence, Missouri.

The vyoung couple cre maoking their home in
Omaha, Nebrasko, where the bridegroom is aitending
college. Alvin is the son of Brother and Sister Vance
Harris of Independence.

THE SKYLINE

Tt was lade ofternoon and the heavens
Head tumed to a hazy blue,

And with the trees forming o border,
A city skvline showed through.

1 stopped 1o lock and io ponder
How that skvline in the hoze
Was seen there as the shadow
Of the city's lifedilled days.

In that small frame one perceived
The story of o nation told,

How people as well as cilies

Have changed since the doys of old.

And, as that city skyline,
Qur lives are on «a hill

For all who stand about us
To see how our days we HlL

%o let's all be like the city;

Mcke changes for the best,

So we will be proud of our shadows
When we have gone io our rest.

Mery Lois Horris
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