Zion's Blovocate

"tAnd blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost,”’—1 Nephi 3:187.
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UT on the whole armour of God, that ve may be

able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the

5 rulers of the dorkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.

Wherefore toke unto vou the whole armour of God,
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done dll, to stond.

Stand therefore, having yvour loins girt about with
fruth, and having on the breastplate of rightecusness;

And your feet shod with the preparation of the gos-
pel of peace;

Above dll, taking the shield of iaith, wherewith
ve shall be able to quench oll the fierv darts of the
wicked.

And tgke the helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the opirit, which is the word of God.

Ephesians 6:11-17.

*
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EDITORIAL

May we of the editorial staff wish vou, one and
oll, « Happy and Prosperous New Year. And may
vour prosperity be both spiritual and temporal.

This vear, according to the Bible and Book of Mor-
mon, is nineteen hundred and fifty-four years since the
birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  The second
millennium, since that eventiul night, is fast drawing
to a close.

Perhops some of us have formed the habit of
New Year's resolutions. It is not a bad habit if we
remember and follow the advice that resolulions are
made to keep, not to break.

Some may say, 1 wish there was some thing [
could do for God's work here on ecarth, but T am tied
so closely to making a livelihood that there is nothing
1 can do for Him that is worthwhile” May we sug-
gest that there is something worthwhile which every
one can help in:

The work among "this the remnant of Jacob” has
definitely begun. We as a church have been chosen
to do this work. We must not procrastinate this God
given right, but must steadily move forward even
though opposition seems to much for our humon
abilities. We must work wisely and with the thought
of making our work permanent.

These brothers and sisters in Yucatan are not rich
in this world's geoods, therelore, we must give assist-
cnce in all things. Yes, dll things; Spiritual (support
in our prayer) and temporal {support in our world's
goods). 1 do not necessarily mean the latter for them,
but for the ones, whoever they may be, we send to
them «s missionariss.

How mony agmong us have writlen to our brothers
and sisters in the British Isles? We sel quite sure
that they would oppreciaie heoring from us. They,
no doubt, want to know what is going on in Joseph's
land,

We have brothers ond sisters in Canada.
correspond with them?

Do we

Yes, there truly is something each one of us can
do for Christ this vear. We are supposed io be one
large foamily, and even though we may be scat
tered over the lace of the universe we still can contact
one onother through the mediums of communication
God has seen fit for man fo discover.

We cannot live alone., If we would be happy we
must make others happy. I we are to receive spiritual
blessings we must be willing to share them with others.
If we will work constructively we must tclk construc-
tively.

I we want friends we must be friendly. If we

are to receive from God we must look o Him.
AF.B, M. W, L H

HISTORY
Archie F. Bell

We want io call to vour attention some historical
facts proving the fulfillment of prophecy. Luke 21:24,
“Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles
until the time of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”
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Englond officially withdrew her troops from Pales-
tine August 1, 1948, Israel had its first general elec-
Hon Jonucry 25, 1848, Their first Constituent Assembly
was formed February 14, 1948, Jerusalem is included
as one of the citles in Isrosl.

In the latter part of the vear 1950, Brother and Sister
C. L. Whealon were sent on a mission to the White
Indicn in the lomd of early Nephite history. They
never reached the walled city of the White Indian due
o circumstanees beyvond their control, but did make
conicet with the dark-skinned Indicn. They have fol-
lowed this through ond this vear (1953) o local Church
of Christ was orgemized among the Mavan Indicns ot
Dzan, Yucatom.

has been subjected to tests such
as Chris of His would have. Luke 21:1Z,
"They s nds on vou, and pergecute you,
delivering you up to the synagogues and into prisons,
being brought before kings and rulers for my name's
scke.” The following letter, wrilten by Elder Fernando
Oieda, states in his monner the things they are being
subjected to:

Ticul, Yucaion, Mexico
November 3, 1953

Dear Broil he Lord Jesus Christ:

e
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1 firgi ask vou o excuse my wriling ond toke this
cpportunity to moke known o vou about the most
terrible tricls we are going through now.

wrve been persecuied
nee last Soturday, October 31, The Cath-
olics, be urged by the priest, waited for me o go
over th t Saturdaoy evening to kill me just as the
bus got there, but two of our brothers came to give
me advisement, just before I left Ticul, to not go over
there and for such regson [ did not go. Our brothers
went back, and when they got back io their homes,
thev were told to leave town because they were going
1o toke them out of their homes to the main ploza to be
torn to pieces also. They left but two others were drag-
ged on the ground by their hoir, and were iogken to
jail and put there.

B

Cur church people in Dzon,
8

terribly ba

et

We went up o Merida o see what we could do
about them and thev finally let them out. Some others
are being hunied, having io flee oway from their town
down to mvy place ot Ticul. The Catholics have token
the decision to kill whoever they con so they might
put an end to our work ot Dzan.

One of these brethren is Brother Sabino Cabrera
ond t ther, Brother Isidro Avila, who went back to
their homes vesterday, and as for as I know about
them, thev had fo flee out aguin so they will not get
killed.

) )

We have not been able o hear from them since last
night. Pray they will get here salely. I vou send us
some help dear brothers we will appreciate it g lot.

We are going up o Merida agoin io see "I we
can get help from our Slate Authorities. We ask
vou to pray for us because of this condifion getling
worse and worse every minule.

Sincerely,

Fernando Ojeda

LETTERS

From Sister Mary Addie of 298 Fremont Street,
Whitewater, Wisconsin, comes o letier with o iesti-
mony of God's goodness as follows:

“T would like to say how much we enjoy reading
he Advocate. For some time it has been on my mind
write in and express o thought that come to me.
¥ 3+ T k] X - 1
T've heard many testify of their blessings and the heal-
ing of their afflictions,

e

g e

"1, also, hoave many things o be thankful for
I don't know how maony Hmes I've thought how lucky
i L 1
we've been——ithe children and ourselves so healthy—
while all around us our friends with colds, maybe flu
or some other disorder and mony expenses s O
consequence.

“ B4 our reunion this past August, Sister Marquetis
was telling me of how o grondchild of hers fell from
the car one day as they were driving along. While
the child was bruised up quite a bit he was not ser-
iously injured. Then she said, how later her daughter,
T helieve it was, brought out how well the Lord loocked
ofter the little children blessed by the elders. And,
though T think I knew it oll clong, I recdly sow how
fully He had looked aiter cur own.

"It brought o mind especially, o time several years
before, shortly aofter our oldest children had bsen
blessed, when our oldest girl was kicked by « horse,
when she straved from her play. One foot hit her on
the protruding bone above the evye and just alongside
the soft temple area. The other fraveled upwords
along the hip bone just missing her stomach. While
she was exiremely sore for some time, she could have
been either blinded or possibly killed by o fraction of
an inch difference.

“The point | wanted to make was that while the
Lord can cure and heal us, He can, and more fre-
quently does, prevent the mishap or illness from oc-
curring ot oll.  And we know now how our kind Father
is woriching over these small ones continuously.

“Pray for us that we may be worthy of our many
blessings ond wes'll pray for you and yours.”

THE ARIZONA REUNION

Held Movember 27, 28 and 29

Another reunion is over and we have oll returned
o our respective homes with our hearts filled with love
ond happiness as we look back on the three wonderful
days we spent worshiping the Master and enjoying the
fellowship we had togsther.

Those of us from Colorado left snow-copped moun-
tcrins behind and in o very short fime were in o land
where things were growing and flowers were bloom-
ing.

When we arrived in Phoenix, we found the mem-
bers there adding the finishing touches o a new build-
ing they had hurried to finish so that we would have a
place to eat and cook during the reunion. It is to be
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used for class rooms and they have a baptismal fount
as it is direcily behind the church. Always before
they have had io drive a good many miles into the
couniry for baptismal services. This new building is o
dream come frue for many of them and I know it will
be worth any sacrifice they have had to make to get
it.

As af all reunions, our services staried with prayer
and testimony meetings each day and we were oburn-
dantly blessed by the Holy Spirit.

On Saturday, ofter morning preaching  services,
Donald Mclndoo, and Tom Barton, Jr., were called to
the office of Flder by Brother Wheaion. They accepted
the call and were ordained during Sacrament Service
Sunday. Donald has served as Priest for about five
vears cnd | hoave had the pleasure of hearing him
preach some very good sermons. He is now with
Brother Wheaton on his way to Yucatan., Our prayers
go with them, that they may accomplish God's will and
be protected from harm and donger.

Tom ond our two boys were baptized at the same
sime and his calling is o fulfillment of a promise given
io him then. Agcin, as he was ordained, he received
some wonderful promises, if he is faithful. Our prayer
is that God will go with him wherever he may go.

The good sermons we were privileged to hecr dur-
ing those three days were preached by Rolland
Sprague, Leon (Skeet) Yates, Marvin Ely, Donald Mc-
Indoo, Apostles T. E. Barton and C. L. Wheaton, We
were sorry we were unable to hear from the rest of the
ministry represented there but time would not permit.

Apostle end Sister |. E Yates were with us but due
io illness, Brother Yates didn't preach. However he
did bear some becutiful testimonies. We were made
sad that he has to endure so much suffering and pray
that God will bestow His rich blessings upon him.
Sister Yedes isn't well either, and is in need of our
DIayers.

We were glad that the Spragues brought Collette
with them. She is very quiet, but I'm sure she thor-
oughly enjoyed being with us. That tiny little girl the
Spragues brought with them won everyone's heart.
When we look af such sweet innocence we are made
to realize why Christ said, “for of such is the Kingdom
of Heaven”. They are iruly the pure in heart and
blameless belore God.

There were many good special musical numbers
ond we hod o song service each evening preceding
preaching service. Sister Evalena Campbell was our
willing pionist and we all appreciated her good music.

This report would not be complete without saying
that we had “super’ meals. Everyone was willing to
help so that it didn't make such a heavy burden for just
o few, though we know that the planning and some of
the work is always up to one or two of the group. Sister
Louise Mclndoo was the one we all looked to for in-
struction and advice and she is very capable.

On Thursday evening and again Monday evening
the young people went to the E. L. Yates home and
played volley ball and had refreshments.

Fven after the reunion was over everyone wdas 1é-

Tuctant to leave and several did stay for a few days
longer. The hospitality extended to us there was be-
vond compare anywhere.

It made me realize how important it is for the saints
1o be together so that we can enjoy that fellowship and
love cll the time. So many times during the reunion,
Christ's words came to me, "If you are not one, you care
not mine'’, and though we may not always ggree on
some things, I believe everyone left there, with the love
we needed to moke us one.

Fach reunion makes me yearn for the time when
we con be with those of like foith and worship 1o
gether as one.

I Qod is willing, we plan to have another Colorado
reunion in the spring. The same committes was held
over and we ore open o any suggesiions anyone has
to offer.

May God's spirit be with ol of His dear people
is my prayer.

Irene Shaw

JSUUREDSA -

NEWS FROM LOCALS

Rlack Biver and Sparta News

Back again with a little news from the Sparta vicin-
ity. Although I've been careless about writing, we are
still corrying on our meetings as usual,  And each
Socrament mesting helps our little group very much.

Our Sacrament meeting in November was held o
Brother and Sister Iscac Brachmon's home in Angelo
and our December mesting was at Sister Bowen's at
Black River Falls. Usually this time of year the roads
are bad ond it is hard for us fo meet but it has been
unusually nice here for being December. In fact it hos
rained mostly with very litile snow thus far.

Sister Leo Clifton and family have moved o St
Poul, Minnesota now. Their two older boys Buddy
and Mike are moking their home here with their grand-
parents, Brother and Sister Merqguette, cnd going 1o
school.

Sister Viola Petrie and fomily were home over the
Thanksgiving holidays with their litle son, "Earl
Tunior.” They live in Portage, Wisconsin.

Sigter Clyde Babcock just returned recently from
a wisit with her daughter, Sister Doris Sheldon and fom-
ily, in Independence.

A New Year is coming soon. Let us all make O
New Years Resoclution to live a better life than last
vear. What [ mean by a better life, iz doing more for
others, praying more often and rying to live a clecmer
life: the kind the Lord wonts «ll his children to live.
May God bless us all and help us to do right. 1 need
the prayers of the saints and 1 know I maoke mony
mistakes. [ know and God knows I'm trying to live
betier. | am asking on interest in your prayers and
vwishing every one a Merry Christmas cnd Happy New
vedar.

Sister Stavio
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Bva Local

Lfter a two-week visit ot home, Sister Darleen
T e

Srith returned to Columbia, Missourd, November 13, for
the remaining two weeks of the series of treatments
recommended for her cifliction. Tt wos good io see
her with us cgain.

€11

We are sorry to have lailed to #11 in our part of
the report for the December issue of the Advocate, We
were saddened by the loss of our expected grandchild,
little Leonard Dale Sarratt. But the Spirit of the Lord
was present in abundance and comforted the voung
parents cand thelr relatives ond friends with the assur-
cmce that oll works together for good to them that love
the Lord.

Brother ]. M. Case, Brother and Sigter Cherles Reed
and doughter, Alice, spent Seturday evening and Sun-
day, November 14 and 15, with the Ava folks. They
drove Sister Dexrah to her home o Houston, Missouri,
Fridoy and spent the night there, coming on 1o Ava the
following day.

a very good sermon on Sunday by
Brother Case. His subject was Prayer. He siressed the
need of sincere, humble and constont prayer by the
Lord’s people for each 1o be eble to reach the condition
ir. which they could truly show forth Christ's teaching
to their neighbors. He cited numercus DUSSaJes of
scripture from both the Bible amd the Book of Mormon
io refresh our minds as to what they teach concern-
ing praver. We hope each of us will think often upon
it emd heed the admonition.

We enjoyed

On November 22 we had o round iable discussion
i the place of the usual sermon.

We enjoyed the company of & number of the young
people from Independence for the Themksgiving din-
ner which was served at the home of Brother and Sister
Archie Bell. The voung lolks enjoy A the horsebock
riding, hill climbing and cave exploring activities. Lis-
tening to the laments of some, perhaps the word en-
dured should be used in preference {0 enjoved in the
case of the cave exploring. It was cold, dark, muddy
and often close guariers. The evening hours were
spent at the home of Brother and Sister Horvey Bell
where the vounger people played party games in a
lerge, well-lighted combinalion shop and garags, emp-
sied of cars, ond we not-so-yound enjoyed the colored
slides of scenes in lceland, and MNewioundlomd token
by Bro. Archie d o his employme those lands.
And olso some becutiful Ozark scenes tken on his
ferm.  He haod borrowed o projecior for the occasion
and we apprecicted the opportunity 1o become more
fomiliar with foreign lands. After the evening's activi-
Hes, coke and coflee were served,

b

ollowing evening Brother Jock Rell, with Alma
Jim Mover, Carol Mover, Corolyn Naost

cnd Alice Fawn Hocker as pussengers returned o
Independence, Missourl Those remaining untl

Sunday ofterncon were John Bell ond Enid Morris,
Alice Reed and Mory Lois Harrls a8 pussengers, and
Caroline Hedrick and Sister Doris Hedrick, Mary and
Gerry os passengers. Brother and Sister Marvin Case
ond Johnny remained at the home of her porents until
Monday. Sister Case and Johnny hod vistied there
for two weeks cnd were joined by Brother Case for
Thanksgiving.

We feel that we have many, many blessings for
which we cre thankful though our section of the coun-
iry hos suffered with drouth. We have had more nice
rains and we have learned to be thonkful for each,
refther thom to take them for granied.

Bro. Archie Bell preached for us Sunday, Novem-
ber 29. His subject was Creation. Not only the phy-
sical creation of all we see but ol the visible and in-
visible, powers, principaliies, etc. Showing that even
the power of evil was crecied for o purposse. This pur-
pose being to test and iy each individual soul to pre-
pare it for etrenal life, if so be they are able to stend
the test. Just the same as man in his many mechanical
inventions has also prepared machines o test the parts
of these inventions so that they may be built strong
enough to perform thelir part. And if we avail ourselves
of il the help of the gospel through Christ we will be
able to stond the test.

We are continuing the study of our new church his-
tory in our Sunday evening class.

Sigter Darleen Smith was released from the hos-
pital November 30, and is very happy fo be at home,
emd we are glad to have her with us again in our mest
ings, and so we happily return the task of reporting 1o

her honds.
Llvina Bell, Substitute Reporter

Ava Visits Again

Our hearts are full of grotitude to our Heavenly
Father that we are again able to meet with our loved
ones and our Brothers and Sisters of the Church in
prayer services. Wednesday evening, December 2, we
met in this service, though few in number a good de-
gree of the Spirit was present 1o strengthen us in our
desire 1o serve God.

We were pleasantly surprised io have Jos Smith
walk in Wednesday afternoon, December 2, as he and
Jack Bell arrived in Ava for a two-day visit with relc-
Hves. We invited loe to enjoy with us, our belated
Thanksgiving supper, as my having just returned from
the hospital November 30th, we were unoble 1o cele-
brate the last Thursday of November iogether. How
great was our rejoicing fo be together again, a wonder-
ful Thanksgiving for us.

Berchie and Lorraine Welton and deughiers, Tewell
and Jerry from Independence, spent the week-end of
December 5th and 8th, with Berchie’s parents, Mr. and

Mrs. Otis Welton, of Sweden, Mo.

et

Lorraine, Jewell and Jerry were o welcome addition
to our small group, Sunday morning for Sunday School
and following that we had our Soerament Service.
How great o feasting of fellowship and love our Heav-
enly Father pours out upon His children when we mest

in humility.

Rrother Archie Bell was in charge of our Christion
League mesting, Sunday evening. After g short pro-
gram, our teacher, Brother Havey Bell, continued our
studies of the new History of the Church of Christ.

Darleen Smith, Reporter




Page b

ZION'S ADVOCATE

Jonuary, 1954

Independence Diary

November 15, Brother Richard Wheaton was our
speaker. He counselled us to live that we might have
a part in the gathering.  The Lord’s people are to be a
meek cnd humble people. The promises dare only to
those who remnain faithful unto the end. That evening
Brother Johnny Bell, who was our specker, chose Psadm
121 for the Scripture reading. I will lift up mine eyes
unio the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth.
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that kespeth
thee will not slumber.”” What comiort in these three
verses! The wrath of the Lord will surely come upon
the world, but if we are living right we need hoave no
fear. Let us not seek to find favor in the eyes of the
world, but rather, seek to find fovor with the Lord.

November 22, which was the Sunday belore
Thanksgiving, we had an ol day mesting. Everyone
brought ¢ covered dish and we had o big Thanks-
giving dinner together. Rrother Wiliam Sheldon was
our specker for the morning hour. His scripture read-
ing was Psalm 107. Let me quote the first verse. 'O
give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy
endureth for ever.” Brother Bill reminded us of the
blessing we have in being citizens of this land, "Jos-
eph's land”, “'the land of promise”’, choice above all
other lands.” We are told in the Book of Mormon that
this nation must serve the Lord or be swept off. Our
country boasts of many large and beautiful churches,
but we feor that the hundreds, who attend their ser-
vices, have only o form of godliness, for their hearts are
far from Him. Let us waich that we do not become
like them. Let our service be of faith and good works.

Liter dinner we met in a prayer service. All seem-
od eager to tell of the Lord's goodness to them. At the
7-30 hour Brother Charles Reed was our specker. -
cause Brother Reed is blind, Brother Mavynard Case
read the scriptures which Brother Reed chose. First he
asked Brother Case to read from Matthew, where the
Pharisee asked the Master which was the great com-
mandment. Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with oll thy soul,
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great com-
mandment. And the second is like unio i, Thou shall
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two command-
ments hang all the law and the prophets.” And sec-
ond, he read the 13th chapter of 1 Corinthians. In this
chapter we are told that though we do all manner of
righteousness and have not charity, we cre nothing.
Brother Reed urged us io seek to grow in love, for we
comnot do the Lord’'s work unless we do it in love.
Jesus said to “love one another even as 1 have loved
vou'.

Our visitors included Forest Green ond lamily,
Brother Tucker, Brother and Sister Babcock, cnd Sister
Orlea Premo ond children. We dll felt that we had
spent a very profitable day together.

November 29, Brother Elmer Hunter, who spoke ot
the eleven o'clock hour, used as o text the eighih verse
of Psalm 118, "It is better io frust in the Lord than to
put confidence in man.” He read from page 710 to
page 713 in the Book of Mormon. In this reading we
are told that God is an unchongsoble God, and that he
is o God of miracles. And also, that we should “be

wise in the days of our probation”, and see that we are
not baptized unworthily or do not partake of the sacra-
ment unworthily, but "see that we do ol things in wor-
fhiness, and do it in the nume of Jesus Christ, the Son
of the living God: and if ye do this, and endure to the
end, ve will in no wise be cast out.”

Our pastor, Brother Leslie Case, spoke to us the
evening of November 29. He was concerned as 1o
whether this sheepfold was being properly fed. He
iold us that as soon as the arrangements could be
made, the priesthood would maoke visits in our homes,
that we might be better fed and nourished in the gos-
pel.

December 8, being the first Sunday of the month,
we had our sucrament service. Though many of our
people are sick with colds now, still there was o large
group attended both the Sunday School and the sacra-
ment service.

Brother Joseph Smith was our speaker the evening
of December 6. His subject wus “Prayer’. He read the
Lord’s Prayer from both the Bible ond the Book of Mor-
mon. In the sixth chapter of Matthew we are iold that
we should not pray to be heard of men. “But thou,
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in
secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret shall re-
ward thee openly.” We must pray always, and pray
in faith. And let us always be willing to say, "Thy
will be done”.

Irene Case, Reporter

Y. P. C. L. NEWS

On November 12, we went o the form of Brother
Nicholson where we enjoyed a hayride. Afterward we
ate hot dogs cnd marshmallows that were roasted over
an open fire, and drank opple cider.

On the third Thursday of November we held our
regular Church History meeting. :

The last Thursday we did not have a meeting be-
cause it was Thanksaiving., A group of the young peo-
ple went to Ava, Missouri, that week-end. We ol had
a marvelous time.

We have been quite happy o have had Brother
Joseph Smith back with us during a thirteen-day leave.

On December 3, we held a regular Church History
meeting before which we held a short call business
meeting 1o elect a new assistont chairman as our form-
or cssistant, Prother George Reed, is in the Coast
Cuard. Brother Jack Sprague was elected to fill this
position.

The young people have been quite busy lately
planning for Christmas festivities. The night of De-
cember 10, we met cnd practiced Christmas carols and
made plans to go caroling during the week belcre
Christmas.

Mary Lois Herris, Reporter
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CHILDREN'S CORNER

Thoughts of the New Year

Born is the New Year of fifty-four
When thoughts of new things abound;
With resolutions by the score,

Thet better Christioms we're found.

We themk our Lord ecch New Yecar,
Fach glad and happy hour,

The Cospel story has been preached
To us in love and power.

It is our duty to accept ,
This Gospel with its love;

So in faith, this glad New Year,
We'll trust our Father above.

Margret Haorrls, age 11

A Boy's Prayer

A small boy knelt ot his mother’s knee and offered
his evening praver. When he had finished, he con-
tinued to speak softly while on his knees.

“What did vou ask for,” his mother questioned.

“Tt ien't nice to always ask God for things,” replied
the little fellow. "1 just told God that 1 love him.”

Climbing Up the Hill

Never lock behind, boys,
Up and on the wayl

Time enough for that, boys,
On some future day.

Though the way be long, bovs,
Fight it with o will;

Never stop io loock behind
When climbing up o hill.

First, be sure you're right, bovys,
Then, with courage sitrong,
irarp vour pack upon your back
And tug, tug, clong;

Betier let the lag-out
Fill the lower bill,

And sirike the further stoke-pole
Higher up the hill.

Trudae is a slow horse, bovys,
Made to pull o load,

But in the end will give the dust
To racers on the road.

When vou're near the top, bovys,
Of the rugged way,

Do not stop to blow your homn,
But climb, climb away.

Shoot above the crowd, boys,
Brace yourselves and gol
Let the plodding lemd-pad
Hoe the easy row.
Success is at the fop, bovs,
Waiting there until
Brains and pluck and selfrespect
Have mounted up the hill
—Unknown.

MARRIED SIXTY-FOUR YEARS

Rrother ond Sister Charles Nicholas Denhcan, 411
South Hocker Sireet, Independence, Missouri, cele-
broted their B4ith wedding cnniversary with o family
dinner ot the home of their voungest son, Nicholas T,
Denhom, 810 South Liberty Street, on Thanksgiving
day. Their children who aitended the cnniversary
dinner, were: Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Denham, Mr. and
Mrs. Clarence Denham of Kingsville, Missouri, Mr. and
Mrs. A, S. Wheaton {(the former Morgaret Denham),
Mr, cnd Mre. P. W, Bryan (the former Fdna Denhom)
of Webb City, Mo., and Mrs. C. L. Wheaton (the former
Angela Denham). Brother Wheaton missed the cele-
bration, having left for Yucatan on Tuesday. Two of
ihe children were uncble to be present, Charles T.
Denham, Cherry Point, North Carolina and the young-
est daughter, Mrs. Marion Sprague. Brother Denhcrn's
halibrother and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Albert M. Fish-~
er, Wichita, Kansas and two grandchildren, Jonice
Sprague and Caplain Charles Ray Denham, stationed
at St Paul, Minnesota, also were present

The cnniversary couple were married two days be-
fore Thanksgiving, November 26, 1889, in Independ-
ence, Missouri. Sister Denham was the former Marion
Olive Frisbey, o doughter of Elder Geo. P. Frisbey,
who was one of the first group of saints lo return 1o
Missouri in 1867, She was born April 17, 1871, in Inde-
pendence, where the R.L.D.S. cuditorium now stonds.

Brother Denham was born in Pleasant Hill, Missouri,
Jemuary 26, 1870, and was taken to Independence at
an early age. Both have spent their entire life in or
near Independence.

Besides their eight children, ol living, Brother and

Sister Denham have 32 grandchildren and 44 great
grandchildren.

BEPORT

The Sainie in and near Giliach, Goch. South Wales,
met in their cccustomed meeting place, in the Co-Op
Holl in Giliach, Sunday the 20th of December, 1953,
cnd was organized into o local Church of Christ
(Temple Lot

Apostle Arthur M. Smith was in charge, ond after

some words of instrucition to the cudience, he pro-
ceded 1o organize them into o duly cuthorized church,

Flder Silvanious Mason was chosen as Pasior, and
Tearher George Allen as Assistant Postor; Sister Moy
Buck weas chosen as Secretary-Treasurer, and Sister
Ivy Mason as the Planist.

ent was made by Apostle Arthur
eipts and expenditures during
the three mo ve been held in the hall;
the rent of the hall having already been poid by the
missionary in charge; the collection which had been
taken up from time to time, was « financial balamce
with which the new church can stort its forward march,
with great hopes for the fubure,

Missionary in Chaorges,
Apostle Arthur M. Bmith




Page 8

ZION'S ADVOCATE

Januory, 1954

ORIGINAL ARTICLES

NOTE: We solicit articles for this depariment writien in an affirmative manner. i 0
Contributione are 1o originate with the author and do not necessarily reflect

is expressed, and evidences presented to support that belief.

An oifirmative article is one in which a beliel, or an opinion,

the teachings of the Church oz the opinions of the editorial staff,

THE BOOK OF MORMON

The Most Powerful Religious Book of the Nineteenth
Century

By
Apostle Clarence L. Wheaton ond Angela Wheaton
Part Ons

Tt should be of vital interest to all students of religion
1o know the facts concerning o book which has been
designated as the most powerful religious book of
modern times. Yet that is just the vaduation placed up-
on the Book of Mormon we now have under considerc-
tion, therefore, we should know for ourselves why this
record does have such o powerful influence upon re-
ligious thinking of this day.

Henry Wallace, o former Vice-President of the Uni-
ted States, said in on address before the New York
Book Fair:

"Of oll the American religious books of the nine-
teenth century, it seems probable that the Book of Mor-
mon was the most powertul. It reached perhaps only
one per cent of the United States, but it affected this
one per cent so powerfully and lastingly that all the
people of the United States have been affected.”!

With this view we com hsartily agree, for in spite
of the prejudice that has been engendered against this
book by its opponents since the Book of Mormon was
translated ond given to the world by the young man,
Joseph Smith, Jr., was published at Palmyra, New York,
in March of 1830, we find that it has continued 1o en-
gage the attention of the thoughtful religionisis to the
extent that it has survived momy editions, of hundreds
of thousemds of copies, and has been iranslated into
over twenity longuages. Again it has survived the
most crifical examination in the light of traditional
and archaeological evidences related to the omcient
civilizations of the American continent.

Under these circumsionces it is well that we give
serious consideration io the claims made for this book
which has had such o powerhul influence upon the re-
ligious concepts of these modern fimes. It should need
no argument 1o convince believers in Jesus Christ, the
Son of God and Savior of the world, that a book which
bears witness o these truths, merits the ecrnest and
praverful consideration of oll religionists of the Chris-
fian faith, as to its value as an added wiiness for Jesus
Christ, to offget the influence of the skeptic, the atheist
and the unbeliever in the divinity of Christ and his
mission among the children of men.

With these thoughts in mind we boldly and without
equivocation, undertioke the iask of setiing forth the
facts concerning this record that have come fo us in
modern times for the express purpose of "powerfully

cnd lastingly” affecting not only religious thought in
fhe United States, but of all the world, both Jew and
Gentile, that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Living in
this day when the canti-Christ is rearing #ig infamous
head io make waor against the saints of God and o
wrear them out, i possible, Christion soldiers every-
where need every available weapon to use against
such on enemy to their faith. In the Book of Mormon
we find such « weapon, which, if used os intended of
God, will, with the Holy Bible, be as o two-edged sxfforci
for the dividing asunder of truth from error that there
may be o people prepared for the coming of the Lord
1o his pre-millennial church in these the last days.

In the prophetic words of Fzekisl, we are given 1o
understemd that just before the return of the Jews lo
Palestine, the Lord wos o give another record which
was 1o be a companion book or wilness with the Bible:

“Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick,
and write upon it, For Judah, and for the children of
Israel his companions: then take cnother stick, and
write upon it for Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for
odl the house of Israel his companions:

“And join them one to another into one stick; and
they shall become one in thine hand.

' ind when the children of thy people shall speak
unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not shew us what thou
meanest by these?

“Scry unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, 1
will ke the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of
Fphraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, cnd will
put them with him, even with the stick of Judah, ond
make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine
hand.

"And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in
thine hond before their eyes,” etc. 2

It should, therefore, require no argument o con-
vince the honest student of the scriptures, that the Bible,
from Genssis to the Revelation is more specifically the
record or account, of God's work among the house of
Judah, than of any of the other tribes, and though this
record, the Bible, tells us the grecier blessings, pro-
nounced upon the house of Istael, were to Joseph and
those spe Ay associcted with him. Yet we do not
find a re of the fulfillment of this promise in the
Bible. Fvidences for such belief, are based upon the
blessings of Jacob, and of Moses in their prophetic
uttercmees concerning Joseph, i.e., Jocob's blessing,
et them grow info a muliitude in the midst of the
earth,” (Gen. 48:15 io 19), and that his Joseph's) bless-
ing should ""prevail above the blessings of my (Jucob's)
projenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting
hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the
crown of the head of him that was separate from his
brethren.” {(Gern. 49:28), and Moses' promise, . . .

"And of Joseph he said, Blessed of the Lord be his
land, for the precicus things of heaven, for the dew,
and for the deep that coucheth beneath,
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“And for the chief things of the o
and for the precious things of the lo

[

"And for the preclous things of the earth ond full-
ness thereof, and for the good will of him that ngat in
the bush: let the blessing come upon the head of Jos-
eph, and upon the top of the head of him

separated from his brethren,

"His glory is like the firstling of his bull
horns care like the horns of unicomns: wi
shall push the people togsther to the ends of
cand they are the ien thousands of Ephraim,
are the thousands of Manaosseh.''3

From these uiterances we lin
pos*@”’ii v were to grow ino o mzh(uf e o§ n
midst of the earth, and be bk@«s&:’:g above
which had been given io Abrchom, Iscac or

Taeob,

unto the utmoest bounds of the everlasting hills, and
that Ephraim and Maonasseh were fo be as Ul horns
of the unicorn to push the people iogether to the ends of
the sarth, ete.  And loock where we will, we come

to the conclusion the American continent is
place in the world where such promises co
filled, and was within the scope. of the "ut
of the everlasting hills,” and the "ends of ths
viewed by these ancient pf}:frif‘zf@hb of Isra
would be the opposite side of the earth from where they
were ot the fime. Under the circumstances we might
well expect fo find the people of Joseph's posterity in

Armerica, and that they would have preserved among
them o record of their wanderings, civilizations and

religious activities. Concerning Ephraim, one of these
sons of Joseph, who was to play such an active part
in “pushing the people together to the ends of the
ecrth” (America),we read: "I have written o him the
great things of mv law, bdt they were counied as o
strange thing.” (Hosea 8:12). Yet, where in all the
writings of Holy Writ do vou find these g things
of my law’ in the hands of Ephraim, except

what is
found in w‘he Boo& o‘ Mormon'? AW% of oll the sacred
4 down

to us, which one has beer thing’
except the Book of Mormon?

Volumes have been published in an effort lo ac-
count for the origin of the American Tndian, ¢ of his

coming fo this lemd. Many theories, "The
"The Lost Continent of Mu,” ond of "L
"RBering Sitraits Migrations of Mongoliar
have besn advanced in an effort 1o acoom

pre-Columbicn peoples of America, by <
than the Crealion and Delu g aoocounts

s lacking in evi

tres., And the Bible itseld ¢
erico, with 1

.
account for the pﬂ“odew of Z‘ m
ties of cullure and :f““g n to that of t
Fgyptians, and even the Christion faith, whi
doubt bean lost in anfiquity.

Yet, the Book of Mormon shows from
that it is o written record of the first col
pre-Columbicn peoples that were living in A
thousemds of vears before the coming of Chr

“"Wherslore, it is am cbridgement of the rec ’o:ed of the
people of Nephi, and also of the Lomanites; . . . who
are a remnant of the house of Israel, , . ."”

AnAd, "on abridgement token from the Book of Ether;
olso, which is a record of the people of Tared; who
were scattered at the time the Lord confounded the
language of the le, when th‘\f were building
iower 1o get to hz“r;:ve;,z which is o shew unio the
remncnt of the house of Israsl what grect things the
Lord hoth done for their fathers.”4

314
?% qus

zotions, cultures, s}
an r”fc m% of Cf(*bu()i’l, ‘%C Fa 3 1(:;& the Deluge;

g from MP Tower of B bl éqr” ions of the

_ t c coms: and mar y’ cher
evenis wm\,h d@cﬂ wim the orl rise and fnvﬁ’zzc@?i@ﬁs
Y .
of peoples of the western her “here.  Like the his-
torical accounts of the Bible, they must be sustained
their cuthenti-

n‘% ]-stz

by external eviden n order o prove
city and diﬂmiy to the doubtiz 1q mind. Concerning the
historical background of the Old Testament we find:

“The Modern Critical Vmw iz is

work of the ‘VQI‘lOU" schools of fnw m@:de: f1b yul ‘i’ﬂ“
&th rentury, B.C., for poriisan puit oses, b
rradifions, the prmczpui edactors of WEACL care f‘ﬂli@d
TE, emd P, And ai*’houfﬁ critics differ widsl

cmong themselves as to just w ‘hich sections fo assign
1o these respective editors, the ﬂﬂcmy is put forth under
specious claim that it is the ‘mssured result’ of ‘modern
qmohmhm Lecording to this view, it is not real his-
tory, but only a 'patchwork picked out of a rag bag of

scattered legends.’

“Phet scith  Archaeology?
been speaking so 1oud1y of lote that it is cousing
o decided reaction toward the conservative view. The
theory that writing was unknown in Moses' day is ab-
solutely exploded. And every year there are being
dug up in Egypt Palestine and Mesopotamia, em~
dences, both in inscriptions cnd earth lavers that 1
narratives of the Old Testament cre true h &vmccd
records. And ‘scholars’ are coming 1o have decidedly
more respect for the tradition of Mosiac cuthorship.”'5

Archaeology  has

Thus we see that the same crguments used to dis
credit the Book of Mormon, are also }\fbmq used by the
higher critics to desiroy the force of the RBible as an
cuthentic historical aocount of the work of the Lord
among the people it deals with. And just as itis a
frct that every yeor “there is be ng dug up in Egypl
Palestine, and ’\/iegrpfam*mv, evidences, both in in-
riptions and earth layers thot the narrative of the

T e
O, T {Old Testoment), are true historical records,”’ 80
of Americona ars

also every yv;f*;rr thﬂ Cifc‘*z reclogisis

ior
%cbﬁea thig r*onimem since
areat tower at the time of the confoun d ng ¢ 13 MOUOges.
Concerning the archaeological value of this book we
note from A. H. Verrill, the following:

"My archaeclogical studies convince me that the
Book of Mormon wasg inspired, for it containg momy
archaeological and historical facts which were abso-
lutely unkown at the time it was written.”8
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hi to lght from
s book has

his book we have shown an
of ac i:my from the great
s of colonies of the
of the rise and ol of
analogy, that gmong
mbicn psoples, they
o than co-incidentally
o from

y

-

i

)

soges under the direction of
eman being pfoﬂf}unced with
ch is not very different
records of the Ne-
At this assem-
the Tol Jw* U@I‘“d;ab
e t period
docurnr zcn’ts, after
stul study, the Teoo-
repas f@d In iis poges
e, C.L.W.) annals from
from the Creation; io-
governmental sys-
. their knowledge 18-
the arts and sciences, par-
asirology; and o com-
~f reckoning fime and
To the divine book was
pecting future events
uld be known when the
fq near.’'7

We digressz from our main subject for the purpose
T o contents of this "Book of God” with
in the obove guotation

Wohug annals

1L..7n s
from the tme of the Delugs,” elc.

pages ore inscribed the

In t}*:; %c: ﬂf ?Jf“”m ', an obridgement of o more
complet ’ p@z‘t of this rﬁcord
¥ ing o f’m”%m*’ of the world, and

nt from that fime even to
), which account would

> had “'the five books
t of the crection of the

ir relgious riles,” etc.

ii}

6.

1 on: rio the coming of Christ, they
he Mosioo ia of burnt offerings and sacri-
also took of the frstlings of their
Tlof“ks mm they might offer socrifices and burnt offer-
}nczg, c:{ccorqu to the law of Moses;” etc, (Mosiah 1:30)
‘Thev did lock forward io the coming of Christ, con-

sidering that the law of Moses was o type of his com-
ing,” etc. (Alma 14:75), and both before and after the
coming of Christ o ﬂzem they believed in the immor-

' in fact oll

”Cﬁui of the soul; csurrection: baptism;
! Gospel of Christ and had a regu-
y minisiry to perform the ordinonces
ﬂ”ler@of.
“Clovernmonial System,” etc.

RBook of Mormon: The people of the Bock of Mormon
had o democratic form of government, "Now it is not
common that the voice of the people desireth anythﬁg
comtrary 1o that which is right; but it is common for the
1esser part of the people fo degiro that which is not

oht;

Sy

f1r m

herefore this
lorw ’to do vour busines by
(Mosiah 13:35-36).

shall ye observe, and ma
,{5

ake it your
he

people.”

5. “Lows and Social Customs,” etc.

> priests, whom Hc had or-
dained, %rzol,ﬂd labor their own hands . that
the people 'should mmu t of their sub%xcmwei of their
> will and good v:esweb iowards God, and to

riesis thad sirzmj n need, vea, cnd o every
needy, noked soul.” ’MuSﬂ oh 9:57-62), "“There shall
not oy mon among you have save it be one wite;
and concubines he s hfﬂl have none; For I, the Lord
God, delighteth in the chastity of women. And whore-
doms an abomimcmon belfore me; thus suith the
Lord of Hosts."! {Jacob 2:36- 373 And many other cus-
tome which were exemplary of moral and Christion life.

Book of Mormon:

o
are

8. “Their knowledge respecting agriculture,” etc,
Bo o& of Mormon: They brought seed from the old
world, “And it came to pass that we did begin to tll
the earth, and we begon to plant seeds; yea, we did
put all our seeds m’zo the earth, which we had brought

from the land of Jerusalem.
U And it came to pass that they did grow exc eeding-
ly; wherefore, we were blessed in abu indance,” (I Ne-

phi 5:214-215). And, Qn{*”‘”;“g the people who had
come from the fower of Babel, ”And in the space of

cnd two vears, they had become exceeding
such thot they became sxceeding rich,

g oll manner of fruit, and of grain, . And dlso
o1 of cattle, of oxen, and cows, and of sheep

, i<
i awine, and of goats, and also many other kinds

of duimalg, atc. (Ether 4:19-20).

7. “The oris ond sciences,” eic.

Eo ok of Mormon: In ihﬁ“ Book of Mormon we read,
concerning the N@ph tes, "And I did teach my people
to build buildings, and ‘o wurk in Jh momner of wood,
and of iron, and of copper, and of brass, and of stesl,
d of gold, and of silver, and of precious ores, which
f great obundance. (I Nephi 4:21). "And we
fiplied exceedingly, and Spf@(jct L{puﬂ face of
ﬂd b?ﬁamv seding rich in gold, and in
. hd in fine workmon
ship of mood and buumngs cmd in machinery, und
clso in iron, and copper, and brass, and siesl, making
all manner of tools of every kind io #ll the ground, and
weapons of war; Yeq, the sharp pointed arrow, and the
quiver, and the dart, and the jovelin, and ol prepora-
tions for war;'’ etc. (Book of Jarom 1:19-20).

m

ihe
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8. "Particular oilention being given o astrology
{astronomy).” sic.

Book of Mormon: The Rock of Mormon on this point
states, "all things denote there is a God; vea, even the
earth, and il things that are upen the face of it, veq,
and its motion;

mets which move in their
at thers is o Supreme
‘ : ). UAnd it came o pass
also, that o new s‘“‘“ did appear, according to the

1 L

i \.A
word.” (I Nephi 1:24). Only with o knowledge of

astronomy could they know these things.

5

9. "And on complete explanaiion of their modes of
reckoning time ond inlerpreting the hisroglyphics,” sic.

Book of Mormon: Here are o few inslomnces of the
Nephiies reckoning of fime, “six hundred vears from
the time that my father left Jerusalem,” (I Nephi 3:4),
“thirty vears had passed oway,” (I Nephi 4:44), w*o
hundred and thirty and emht veors hod pusgeq c:;wa»f
{Jorom 1:29), and scores of instonces that would be

1

tedious io enumercie here. And as o their c:ab,my ’{O
intepret the hisroglyphics or enoravings, “And it came
to pass in the dovs of Mosich, there was o Inroe strne
brought unto him, with engravings on ii; (Hieroglyphics,
C.LW.), and he did interpret the engravings, by the
gift and power of God,” efc. Book of Amni 1:35), "Now
Ammon said unto him, I can assuredly tell thee, O
king, of o maon that can tramslate the records; For he
has wherewith that he can leok, ond translate all
records that are of ancient date; and it is o gift from
God.” (Mosiah 5:72).

i0. "To the divine book was added o chapler of
prophesies respecting fulure evenis and the signs by
which it should be known when the iime of their ful-
fillment wos drowing nera,” eic.

Book of Mormon: In the Book of Mormon we have
the account of several prophets, ie., Lehi, Nephi,
Mosiah, Samuel, Zenos, etc., who foretell what should
beldall the house of Israel, the rise and f{all of the early
Christion church, the coming of Christ and the end of
the woz:a/ etc., too numerous to recount here. These
analogises indicode that the Book of Mormon could very
well be this Book of God, which "had perished in the
ground, where its gucrdicons had buried it.”

Like the Book of Mormon records, which were in-
scribed upon plates of gold and hid up in the earth,
this Book of God, (the T @ogmoxﬂi), wos clso buried for
its preservation. The Book of Mormon account of this
event, given in the words of Moroni, (o Nephite his-
torian), is that after he had witnessed o qwczﬁ battle, in
which his peo le were annihilated, also his father,
Mormon, killed by their enemies, he also fecred for his
own life and the m‘oty of the records entrusted to
him, which coused him 1o write, "Whether they will
slay me, | know nci; therelore I will write and hide up
the records in the earth, and whither I go it matierseth
not.”" (Mormon 4:4), Bv comparing this with the fradi-
tional history of the Quiche-Mavas, we find:

I

... The Otomisg {an ancient Indicn people, CL.W.),
were in possession of a book, handed down from fgther
to son and guarded by persons of importance, whose
duty it was to explain it. . . . The frior {to whom this
account was related, C.LLW.), having asked the Indian

‘«xwr cqiri that,

the oId maomn cmdd not give
fw% ent that ‘%‘w

were it in exisience vyel, ?, wWould
teachings of that book and the
{or the Christicn religion, C.LW.), were one um* the
scme.  But the venerable heizloom had perished in the
ground, where its guordians had buried L8

s

Mormon said concer:
Comy fmd@q of *”1@ ?o s

M@sﬁ down by our
o the honds of
f"keszmy them),

the 1 fm*cmﬂ °5 (i

"Therelore | made
Nephi, and hid up
which had been ex é y ™
Lord, sove it were these few p‘iui@g wmch 1 q\;xm unto
my son Moronl.” (Mormon 3:7-8).

At the time the Book of Mormon was published ot
Palmyra, New York, in March 1830, very litfle waos
known of the ancient civilizations {JTLQ paoples of the
American continent, nor of ons and legends
which had been pre*servwi b i scges and

prophets. Yet this i oﬂ@( faithinll d o migration
from the tower of Babe e confounding
of languages and the C;ubgﬂq uernd digpeﬁ ion of the peo-
ple; the colonization of Ameri ¥s o{ great civiliza-
tions with cities of teeming million ich have since
been proven to be correct by the ﬁndi-lg“ of the cach-
aeologists.

It was not until ten y@(ﬁ‘g ‘“ﬁ%‘f the “LOh’“CfUOH of
the Bock of Mormon that Jof

the jungles of Yucaton om;d CfﬁlOyO:: Cnd broughi iQ
the world the knowledge of his stortling discovery of
over forty cmcient cifies, the ruins of which were un-
known even to the natives of the lorge cilies of the
area in which they were found, much less io this back
country, New York former boy who, by the power of
God, had translated so important o record, in which it
was revealed thot—

"The people began 1o be VeTry numerous, and begom
to scatter abroad upen the face of the earth;

"Yea, on the north and on
on the west, building Ec:rge iéibs and villages in oll
quarters of the land.

And ihe Lord chd vi sit the

pfompgrgd %hem,
1y people.” (Mo

Sich 1?:1@6 o 158).

" And it came to pass that I, (Mormon, CLW.), being
eleven vyears old, was carried by my uﬁné"f into the
land southward even io the land of emla; the
whole icce of the land hoving been c@;@md with
buildings, ond the people were as numerous almost,
as it were the sand of the sea.” (Mormon 1.7).

With this account icken from the Book of Mormon
we bring the following andalogy to vour gtiention, as
recorded by Bancroft in his native races:

“"Since 1830 the veill has been lifted rom the prin-
“iple ruins of ancient Mava works by the researches
of Zavala, Waldeck, Stephens, Catherwood, Normom,
Friederichsthal, and Charnay . It will be noticed
that all the authors mentioned who write from actucd
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Obgezrvo*fm hove confined their observations to from
& % four oC

“”a principle ruing, whose existence was
their visits, excent Messrs. Stephens
| qenm—men bodly left the
the knowledge of the
in hig “Incidenis of
'iony‘—iour

io the res

in whose ierritory

ompeanied by Fred
i oqi que vza expedi~

n 1840,

eic.‘&

. by Svlvenus
:&Tmoz ion that
4 Jﬁvm;on‘* of Ameri-
sephen and Coather-

aies:

fore the publication
> of these cities was

ance, knowledge of the
catest nalive American
T O th sides of the At
also be gg”zg the period of the
)t i

1
DeCdry

Jomtic, Wit Stephen
modern exploration

Thus
L i uing of the ancient Mszyq,
me when the Book of
hed record. And
{ the published works
;5%@ nce of these cilies
nd Northern Cen-

clude that the only
eceived such on ac-
i great civilizo-
4 he didj i.e., through

in gp”@wm of God.
{ the long-promised

T

mm shall spring
=te and righlecusness
VT /f Jeiomon shall again
ord shall give that which is
1 restored

e Book of
our loand
@ {ia*zﬂ?

(Pao. 85:

L rnon

va people agree that these
early migre the Orient (middle east),
o the Central Amer can ored. To this we moay add the
following from the introduction to the Popol Vuh:

ainoncl

B

"The Teokrs Critico BAmericong” contoins soms in-
formation ca;;acerz%ing the b%h efs of the Tzeligl Indians,
about Voiton as well as exiensiv commentarieg on the
origin of ‘ﬂfz inhabitanis f America, who the cuthor

&
VeT

come from the vicinity of the Orlent,
ldea, C ar thqca ote. Ordonez (on early
storian), declores that these reporis were in
n, o document which the Indions

1 3
hod
Chaldea

~f our norration we call attention

ha g 1 ce
I lization to Asm have not as
vet led o any Ju}fhczeyn’ziy conclusive facts. Besides,
had Bude '?zi%m, which we doubt, made its way into
‘e 4t could not have introduced o myth not found
criptures.  The cause of these similarities
deluviem iraditions of the nations of the
and thot of the Bible remaing therefore un-
12

By o carelul and uapz‘@mma@g consideration of the
Book of gfm‘mou aecount of the Deluge, the confusion
1 sie,, the answer to this guestion will be
For it tells us that when the Nephlie migration
io America took place in 600 B.C., they brought with
them the five books of Moses:

¥ .. My father Lehi took the records which were
engraven ug n the plates of brass, and he did search
them from 1 o@@n nning.

“And he beheld that they did contain the five books
which gave on cccount of the creation of
1 of the world;” etc. (I Nephi 1:158-159).

“Vea, and | say unto you, that if it were not for the
prayvers of the righteous, who are now in the land,
that ve would even now be visited with utter destruc-
Hon;

”Yci it would not be by ﬂ@md; as were the people
in ihﬁ @gyf» of Noah, but it “ms;z b“ by famine, and by
De and the sword.” (Almea 8:31-32).

; view these facts in the words of Harvey
as pubi shed in the Des Moines Register, Oc-
in an editorial review of the Book of

1

that happened or did not
no i be some way for on
the facis of the finding of
Shall we ever get for with what we
1l we hqv some dependable way
actual facts of the record?’’13

fion int

Foolnoles:

imes, page 3, Novem-
C hrist Among the An-

54 ‘Wczigfe, New York 7T
uoted from "Tesus

z=b (Poul M, Heo
Fze 1‘1@3 37:16 o 28,
Deuteronomy 33:13 to 17.
. Preface to the Book of Mormon.

5. Pocket Bible Hondbook, page 56, (Hallev).

8. A. H. Verrill, quoted in lecture by Roy Weldon,
Warrensburg, Missouri.

186
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7. Bancrofts Native Races, Vol. 5, page 251,

8. America Before Columbus, (De Roo), pages
424-425, quoted by Dewey Farnsworth, in The Ameri-
cas Belore Columbus, page 65.

9, Bamcrofts Naotive Races, Vol. 4, pages 144-145.

10. Preface to The Ancient Mava, (8. G. Morley).

11. Foolnote to page 38, of introduction to the Popol
Vuh, Norman Press Edition.

12. Alferd Maoury, "Deluge”, article in Encyclopedia
Meoderne, Paris, 1860, Atlantis by Svkes, p. 83,

13. The sacred Book of Ancient America, Harold 1
Velt, pp. 8 and 9. :

{io be continued)

SEEMON BY MARVIN CASE
November 1, 1853

I would like to stoart with verse 11 of chapter 9 of
Hebrews. This is comparing the new covenant that
Christ brought, unio the old covenant that was done
away and fulfilled in Christ, showing that first they
went into the tabernacle. They went about their ordin-
cnces there, and then the high priest alone went on
inio the holy of holies, or the holiest. This is speaking
of what that holy or the holiest place is:

"But Christ being come an high priest of good things
o come, by o greater and more perfect tabernacle, not
made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;
Neither by the blood of goais and calves, but by his
own blood he entered in once into the holy place, hov-
ing obtained eternal redemption for us.

"For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes
of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth o the
purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal spirit offered him-
self without spot to God, purge your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God? And for this
cause he is the mediator of the New Testament, that by
mecns of death, for the redemption of the transgres-
sions that were under the first testoment, they which
are called might receive the promise of eternal inheri-
{ance.

“For where o testament is, there must also of neces-
sity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of
force after men are dead: otherwise if is of no sirength
ot ol while the testator liveth. Whereupon neither the
first te nt was dedicated without blood.  For
had spoken every precept to all the peo-
ple cccording to the law, he fock the blood of calves
and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop,
ond sprinkled both the book, and oll the people, Say-
ing, This is the blood of the tesiament which God hath
enjoined unio vou,

“Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the faber-
nacle, and dll the vessels of the minisiry. And almost
all things are by the law purged with blood; and with-
out shedding blood is no remission. It was thersfore
necessary that the patierns of things in the heavens
should be purified with these; but the heavenly things
themselves with betler sacrifices than these.

“"For Christ is not entered into the holy places made
with honds, which are the figures of the true; but into
heaven itself, now o appear in the presence of God for

us: Nor yel that he should offer himsel! often, os the

high priest entereth into the holy place every yedr with
blood of others: For then must he often have sutfered
since the foundation of the world: but now once in the
end of the world hath he gppeared to put away sin by
the sccrifice of himself. And as it is appointed unto
men once to die, but aiter this the judgment: 5o Chirist
was once offered to bear the sins of many; ond unto
them thet look for him shadl he appear the second timse
without sin unto salvation.”

Agcin T would like io also read the 10th chapter
and the 12th verse:

"But this man, after he had offer ne sacrifice for
gins forever, sat down on the ! i of God; From
henceforth expecting | i made his foot
stool. For by one offering he hain pe fected for ever
them that are sanctified.  Whereof the Holy Ghost also
is o witness o us: for after thot he had scid belore,
This is the covencnt that 1 will put my laws into their
hearts, and in their minds will I write them; EAnd their
sins and iniquities will 1 remember no more. Now
where remission of these is, there is no more offering
ior sin. Having therefore, brethern, boldness o enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.”

Tt was mentonaed in o socrament service, concern-
ing the meaning of the broken body an the spille
blood of Christ. Here in comparison of the Old Testa
ment's Mosaic law, cnd the ordincmces thereot which
were temporal, we find also the spiritual; the new cov-
encmt, the new tetsament of which Christ is the media-
tor.  And because of which he makes infercession for
us from now on uniil the end. For it is given unto
maonkind, this new testament, for we are told that we
must come and believe on Christ the Son of God. Vet
hew can we believe on Christ the Son of God save we
know and understand the gospel, first having heard it,
for it is in and through that gospsl that we understomd
and believe in Christ, Were it not for that gospel there
would be no Christ.  Quite so, the pattern has been set
down cmd man has been given commendments that
he should keep. We are commanded that we love
God, that we believe on Christ and thal we love
Him. Christ once said, "I ve love me keep my com-

mondments”. He meant gave dll manner of
commondments. He gove mony things that we

thet ve may begin to exercise your faith unto repent-
ance, that ve begin to call upon his holy name, that
he would have mercy upon you; ved, cry unto him
for mercy; for he is mighty to save; Yea, humble your-
clves, ond continue in prayver unto him; ory unto him
when ve are in your fields; vea, over all your flocks;
cry unto him in your houses, vea over all your house-
hold, both morning, mid-day, and evening; yed, cry
unto him against the power ol your enemiss; ved,
cry unto him against the devil, who is on ensmy 10 all
righteousness. Cry unto him over the crops of your
fislds, that ve may prosper in them: cry over the flocks
of your fields, that they may increase. But this is not
all: ve must pour out your souls in your closets, cmd
vour secret places, and in your wilderness; Yed, cnd
when vou do not cry unto the Lord, let your hearts be
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full, drawn out in praver unto him continually for your
wellore, cnd also for the wellare of those who are

d, my brethren, I say unto you, Do
all; for o u ve have done ol
away the needy, cnd the
md afflicied, and impart
zhogc who Jsximd in
of these things,
n, (f:ti [ea'zey! zc‘n yvou nothing,
( "ux, l}?ef““
ve are as
out, {it being of no
ot of men.”

mentioned ’ihem— So 1
of Mormon's version of

y :m heq*z and con-
</§ E@ us is the
hov not

s have
?m& omnd
ot har own,
O @vﬂ, V’sa rejoiceth
izuth_, b@a’yeﬂﬁ all

{\
/5
7
=
e
=2
1o

C;”} ig the greatest of
harity is the pure love

md whoso is found
lory, it shall be well with
| brethren, pray unto the
f heart, that ve may be
e hoth bestowed upon «ll
s Son Jesus Christ, that ve
od, that when he shall ap-
im; for we shall see him as he
that we may be puri-

sessed

lormon 4:87, that sions
There are two com-
e was o ime when Christ was
est commoaondment was, and he

T recds

will folios

God with ‘1 thy

’T}ﬂc second is like

E:v, Cudu sy 1§ quﬁ@
> TWO ncmg 11 the | aw
386 ihinq:&, we know
do we hove our ab-
of Mormon, that thoss
1 ey taught His docirine.
Jitisin 1T N@phi chapter 14,
says that this is all that he
con say for the it when Christ comes, {these
are my Wo:rdu, Y ve hear in ol things., Re-
member in His Seimon on me Mount, how He set forth
momy, mony things that His disciples and His chil-
dren must go by, Specking of o few of the inheri-
fc:nCﬁS that are ﬂoing to be given. Two of them are.
"Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the eorth.”

"Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.”

In one place
verses 7 and f:7>

Things such as this, Christ tcught unto His people.
And vet in the day and in the very hour before He was
betrayed, he layed down His garme qwd@fi Himself
in g towel and washed feet of ,,rim jsciples. Pster
speaking to Him told Him that he would not have Christ
wash his feet, ond ( Christ said on thig wise. That i
Peter would not have Him wash his feet that Peter
would have no place with him. Christ went on saying
that ye are clean but oll here are not clean. Speaking
of that which He knew was io be. For He knew that
Judas Is f*&fl@z, was going to betray Him. He knew
d undersiood the teason long before, just as He
scridd in C‘}?*Q'QU“T 24 of 7‘/fz‘ffhaw pe,uastmq of the last
days, "see that ye be not troubled for all these things
must cor n@ to pass ulke so He knew there, what
must surely be, in Ozfizﬁr that oll men might be oble fo
2 of the heavenly gift; of which, up unio
ne, they had been deprived. So let us under

21

,3

said in another place as He was specking to
would not belisve who He was., baving
scriptures for in them ve think ve have
And they are they “Jhl&,"l testify of me.

ng vou believe 1

Moses, you say. Now i

vou belie him know well that he spoke of Me. {Those
also are my WO?d::} For he foretold of Me. Likewise

e taught His disciples that all the proohc s of old had
ol 31 of Him; foreto ,d of His coming that man might
> red ’hm@d, And because of the infinite atonement
1 be made, only by Him, m@rcy would take
b%f) ute )ugt‘ce thersby being able o formu-
lom of redemption. In His »AQ»L””DQ He gives:
/ S5t kill. Thou shalt not lie. Thou shalt not
hou shall not commit i\/lo@ witness. Thou
wvet. Christ also said # vou lock upon «
fter her you have commitied adultery
v in vour heart,

We ﬁw told that we to be kind. Again T would
speck of long- suﬁcmrzg joei 21 nce enduring *o the end.
Belisving in dll the things that Christ, the Son of God
tought, whereby man could tread down the siraight

nd NATTOw perth; which is ent into when we come
through the gate which is b@plsmn Read chapter 13
of II Nephi o establish this

v
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en 3 ould ’ow 1 7. He {;ls;o igwgh
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< y Qey were be-
couse of men. It is spoken of in the Book of Mormon
that in the last d o*y‘s Qh ?MQ Lﬂoplo f the @Qﬁﬂ sﬁoud

N@v Ilhvlv 5, in many mbtcm“““
e thev are f{:mcn by the precepis of
Z of IT Nephi I would like to refer io

hig trust in man, or mok-
ecrken unio the precepts of
, save ‘{h@ir precepig shﬁﬂ be given by the power
the Holy Ghost.” Thereby being secasoned or given
by the power of the Heoly Ghost. That is more than
being seasoned, it is God's will being made known
through mon. And this also is the thing that one

-
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should ask for when one stonds behind the sacred
desk; when he would come to you and expound the
scripturss; when he would teach vou the ways where-
by man can be saved. We reclize this. Nephi in
speaking in one place made this statement: For we
know that we are saved by groce after all we can do.
After all we con do!  Paul says (using my words), th
the mamn is in a terrible position that will fall into th
hands of the living God.  How will we fddl info th
hands of the living God? 1 will tell you how. In not
adhering unio the commondments that have been
given, then mercy cnd the plan of redempiion comnot
herve power over us, therelore justice must heorve power
over us, and the justice of God, when man has sinned
io any great extent, is very fearful. This is the thing
thet we must undersiemd. [t is not the old expression
that has been scid, very mony fimes concerning the
old time preacher, of hell fire ond brimstone. But it is
the doctrine of Christ thet we have now that we must
study and pray about and understand. That doctrine
was set forth in the Book of Mormon, it was set forth
in the Bible, it was set forth a long fme back, even
before these.

]

o @

We are told that we must rely upon that which is
written. Likewise, remember this, that those in the
days of Nephi, also relied upon that which was
written. Which was what? The brass plates. For
thert is where they acquired thelr learning concerning
the workings of God unto mankind, otherwise, it is
said, and we well understond, they would have drifted
away. Even so we rely upon that which is written.
God has spoken through His holy prophets; as it is
written in II Peter; that holy men spoke as they were
moved upon by the Holy Ghost. And even previous
o that in the same sentence it says that the scriptures
are of no private interpretation, but holy men of old
spoke as they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost.
These things have been carried down. We have o
record of the Jew. We have the record of Nephi, or the
obridgment of it and others. We call it the Book of Mor-
mon. It tells of God's dealings with the people of Nephi,
and God's dealings with the people of Jared. They are
two nations and becouse we know and undersiand cnd
have read, we understand that God spoke unto one
nation like unto another. And when the record of
these two nations come fogether, they become one be-
cause they do not conflict,  This we have seen in the
Book of Mormon. Also, it is written in these scriptures,

in the last day bring their record. And the lost tribes
will have the record of the Nephites and of the Jew.

And the Jews and the Nephites will have :
of the lost iribes. And these tribes will coms toge
cmd their records will Tun together also. For there will
be an establishing of one docirine not conflicting with
one canother.

We are another nation cnd God has said in His
scriptures that He has coused to be brought forth, that
He would speak to all nations and they would write il
8o we must also understand that in this last day oll
fhings that come forth must be judged by that which
we haveand the power of God giving understonding
and discernment unto mankind, Now it is soid that if
we adhere to all the commeondments that Christ has
given, cnd if we go on to that perfection, or to a recson-
oble degree of perfection, gifis like discernment are
promised. That's truel There is nothing wrong with

that., But we are told somse where along the wavy con-
cerning those things, that eomewhere in His com-
mondments, Christ tought His children that they should
continually cry unto Him from the depths of their souls,
for the strength that they need, that they might adhers
io those commeandments. Becouse he toruaght also that
they wouldn't be able to, otherwise. And they should
ask for all that they stand in need.

stemd in need, exempts nothing.

And oll that they

Understemd this also, not because 1 am speaking,

but whether cmy mon would speck o you, it i not
mem's place nor should it be his desire {0 judge wun
other meam. For it i not given unio mom that he
should do this. But it is giver
Christ, that they should carry
esiablish it in the hearis of mer
lies there would o pricki
would lie, understomding would be; and are
the things that are said, with o knowledge that they do
not apply and a joyfulness that they don't.

¢

unio the ministry of
1

These are ways whereby we together can become

e

the sons of God. These are a few ol the things that we

should do. Mentioning backbiting cnd all of those
things. They have been, they are, they shall be to an
oxtent among us. We must reclize this, that they are
the weaknesses of men; but, we have a better hope in
God, and in the strength that he con give us; and in
the understonding and wisdom that He will give us i
we will ask and adhere to His commandments. It is
written, that he who lacks wisdom let him ask of God,
who giveth liberally and upbraideth not, to him it
chall be given. Let us cpply these things each ond
every day, for these are the stepping stones that we
com use o accomplish the will and the work of God.

In closing I would like o refer to one thing more.
This is in Feclesiastes, chopter 12, beginning with verse
10, You who read Ecclesiasies realize o lot of the
things stated here, are in o different manner, but i is
along the some line os Proverbs.

"The preacher sought to find out accepiable words:
omd that which was written was upright, even words of
sruth. The words of the wise are as goads, and us
nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which
are given from one shepherd. And further, by these,
my son, be admonished: of making many bocks there
is no end; and much study is o weariness of the flesh.
1ot us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear
God, ond keep His commandments: for thig is the
whole duty of men. For God shall bring every work
inio judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be
good, or whether it be evil”

e

FASTING AND PRAYER
Hervey A. Scott

Where, and by what means it is done, it appears,
hes not been made known, but it is evident to our
i snce that, somewhers records of our expert
are preserved; be it joy or be it sorrow; be it
good works or be it evil; bui the Soriptures plainly
show that there are records kept in heaven.

“But there is « spirit in man; ond the inspiration of
the Almighty giveth them understanding.” And they
who are called to be saints, we who have received a
remission of sins, will testify that undersionding, or re-
membrance of all cur evil deeds require repentance,
we being filled with godly sorrow.”
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In our sickness of soul the body is forgctten, and
crying not for nourishment clso bears the weight of
sorrow with no desire for food, and the state of that
mom is as the mourner who forgets fo paricke of food,
and groaning in spirit they unite in humbleness of
fasting.

ot

But what is the efficacy of the fast? Has it power
to purge the soul—the spirit, and the body? Oris it a
wilness laid before God in secret communion twixt
mam ond his God? I cur fosting is a sincere pledge of
constoncy of coreement then i must express the
measure of abandonment of the sin and cormal desire
of the flesh, the spirit bearing witness of its bondage in
the flesh-——that environment—is as o weight withhold-
ing its more perfect mergence with its Creator.

Then what is the meaning of “mighty fosting and
prayer '?

If praver is the expression of the soul's desire, then
for that praver to be acceptable before God, the
"mighty prayer’ must be voiced, if the Spirit of Him
that roised up Jesus from the dead dwell in vou, by
thot Spirit. And, "i#f cnv mon have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of His.” There con be but one cause
for the Spirit being withdrawn from God's people, that
is sin; and vet if by fempioton we sin, and are left
without Him thot possibly we may repent. In I John
2:1, we recad:

iy little children, these things write [ unto vou,
thet ve sin not. And i any man sin, we have an ad-
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righieous:”
And so, il any man sin, is there not need for supplica-
fion—mighty fasting ond prayer—before our Advo-
cate?  And for repentance that we may be heard, and
agenn receive Him, who dolone can plead our couse?
How many ore there of those called Saints, who must
bear Jesus' reproach: "Why call ye me ‘Lord, Lord
cnd do not the things which [ say'?

Well might we heed the words of Peter: "SAVE
YOURSELVES FROM THIS UNTOWARD GENERA-
TIONI  Not even our Saviour can save us IN QUR
SINGS.

How shall we make "A great preparation’” lest we
stond “condemned” and without hope of protection in
the day of coming tribulation if we would foin hide our
guilt from the all-sesing eves of God? Only i "we
walk. in the light as He is in the light”, repenting in
mighty fasiing and proyer.

G

NO ONE CARED

Do we get 8o busy with the cores of life
That we {orget to consider another?

Do we get so overcome with sirife

That we do not hear the crv of o Brother?

Many would be spared from acts of crime
If they only knew some one cored.

We might be saved a guilly feeling

f our love o them we had shared.

We seem so heoartless of times
When we're dealing with cnother,
We seldom stop o realize

He's our neighbor and our Brother.

How indifferent some of us are

When traveling life's thorny way,

That we don't consider the weary ones
Who may be crushed and put down fo stay.

We should speak o word of cheer
To those whom sin has crushed;
For after oll that's said and done
They may be Jewels in the rough.

We should be mindful of him who's down,
For all he sees is the world's dark frown.

1 would be pleased io help such men,
Help them life's hard race to win,

That they might find in life's hard race,
Some where they might adorn, some place,
For these we ought o pray and sigh,

That they may win in the sweet by and by.

Clyde W. Ellis

A TRUE TEST

Lord, help me ever to walk close to thee
That those around me most can see

I try to live the way I pray,
Trusting God will hear me each day.

To friends I may blameless appear
Especially those I meet but once a year;

But in my home my loved ones ses

So mony fimes, impatience in me.

would be better were my praises unsung

Unless God alone conirols my tongue

When ['m impatient and sorely iried
ind | my onger cannot hide.

Lord let no one ever pass by me,
Recause yvour love they lailed to see.

May I have, Lord, a life that sings,
Victorious o'er life's little things.

Will thou grant calm, for every fear;
Also, your peace, for every tear?

Help me, Lord, as I go through strife
Live ¢ true and unseliish life.

When I'm with those who know me best,
Through Jesus, help me stand the test,

Cora B. Bigham
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“A PRAYER"

The Lord have mercy on his people;

In Jesus' name, we thy people pray;

Lord God, in humble adoration

We bow now before thy throne this dav.
We confess and hide it not, our sin;

Cur pride; Our hearls that beat unbroken;
Our faces turned with faint confidence
Aside, the truth os vet unspoken.
Congregation, neighbor or friend;

If these can't {orgive us, when we wait
‘Fore thee; when judgment decrees the end
Wilt thou, O God? Keep us from this faie
With thy love that flows as g river,

And the glory thine, now and forever. Amen.

Earle E. Root
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