Zion's Blovocate

““ And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost,”’—I Nephi 3:187.

Volume 20 Independence, Missouri, February, 1953 Number 2

4 Day of Facting and Prayer
To All the Church of Christ

To the Local Churches and

To all the Scattered Members

The Council of Twelve does.hereby issue this call to all the Church, to
the Local Churches, and to all its members everywhere, that they cbserve the
Sunday of April 5th, 1953, as o special doy of fusting and prayer throughout
the Church, on behalf of the needs of the Church in general; that we individual-
iy and collectively may be found praverfully waiching ond walting for the
coming of our Lord and Master; that we may begin o look more diligently ond
igithfully toward the establishment of Zion, ond the necessary preparations
for the great day of the Lord.

The need of a careful self-examination is great; that while we are "in the
world" we may be "not of the world.” Let us petition the Almighty God for
the spiritual communication and direction, that in His wisdom is needful at this
time, that oll sirife cnd contention and bitterness may be put cut from among
us; and that the spirit of unity, peace, and mederation may prevail throughout
the conference sessions, io the glory and honor of His cause. The Council
asks for the full co-operation of the membership of the Church in this effort
for a closer walk with the Savior. Remember the date: April 5, 1953

Respectiully,

ARTHUR M. SMITH,

Secretary, Council of Twelve
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Our quarterlies are not dated, but numbered, be-
cause they contain a regular course of study, and if the
schools desire to make this study, they should order the
quarterlies according to number so as io avail them-
selves of the entire course, so far as the study has been
extended up to the present time. None of the courses
are, as yet, complete. This is due to lack of funds.

Order all Quarterlies from the General Sunday
School Association Treasurer.

February, 1953

EDITORIAL
AWAKE: PUT ON THY STRENGTH. O ZION

The admonition of the Lord to “Come unto me, oll
ve that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will give
vou rest,” has a wedalth of significance especially in
our day, and therefore, we ought to give careful con-
sideration to some of the implications involved in it.

Wherever, and whenever the gospel has been
preached, this thought has been the basic pattern of
appeal to those who were weary and seeking that
rest to their souls. God, who sees every need ond
searches the inmost thoughts of man, has never failed
in his promise to give "rest’ whenever man has heed-
ed the plea to “come unto me.” If you tell me thet
you have prayed much, cnd tearfully, but to no avail,
[ say you do not know your heart as He does, and in
some way you have failed to come to him in the full-
ness of faith and rightecus desire which alone will
bring the fruition of your prayer.

"He that cometh to God must believe that he IS,

and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.” Heb. 11:6.

Through obedience to divine law, the promise has
ever been held forth that Ged, through His Son, and
later, by the Hely Ghost, would walk with us, and
speck to us, and in many mysterious ways lead us
aright that we might show forth that peculiarity be-
speaking us as “children of the light.”

Until our first parents sinned, they beheld the glory
of God, but then were cast out from the "garden.” But
again, when Adam and the sons of men begon to call
upon the name of the Lord, he hearkened, and showed
them the way of rightecusness. And space will not
suffice to speck extensively of Noah, Abraham, Isaac,
lacob, Joserh, Moses cnd the children of Israel, God
leading them from bondage “with an high hand”: of
Lehi and Nephi and their kindred, being led before
the destruction of Jerusalem to o lond of promise, this
choice land. We have the testimony of these and
many, many more in which they staggerad not in un-
belief, but were persuaded thaot He who promised
could and would work all things well, though oft times
they knew not why they should act except that the
Lord had commanded them.,

But the history has also shown the resulis of their
disobedience, or their negligence. These things have
alwoys caused the prophets and the apostles to mourn,
Listen to Jacob's lament from Book of Mormon, page
109:

"O that cunning plan of the evil one! O the vain-
ness, and the frailties, and the foolishness of menl!
When they are learned, they think they are wise, and
the hearken not unto the counsel of God, for they set
it aside, supposing they know of themselves: where-
fore their wisdom is foolishness, and it profiteth them
not. And they shall perish. But to be learned is good,
if they hearken unto the counsels of God.”

It is because men have rather scught the counsels
of men, relying more upon the wisdom of the world,
and set of naught the word of the Lord, that He has
left man to his own devices. The result has been con-
fusion, more unbelief and folly upon folly, ond then
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they wonder why the Lord has so dealt with them.

“"Remember, remember, that it is not the work of
God that is frustrated, but the work of men; for although
a man may have many revelations, and have power to
do mighty works, vet, if he boasts in his own strength,
and sets at naught the counsels of God, and follows
after the dictates of his own will, and caxrnal desires,
he must fall and incur the vengeance of o just God
upen him.” B. C. 2:2.

The Church of Christ has seen the fulfillment cf this
revelation in several instances, and perhaps will vet
see more, but should we succumb and say, What is the
use of my struggle? Some have arisen and say they
speck by the Holy Spirit, and some have been de-
ceived because it did not come to puass; others have
wondered at i, end waited, and finally seeing that i
originated with man or the powers of evil, have lost
confidence in man—but more importont than that,
whether they realize it or not, their confidence in real
revelation from God has been shaken. Consequently,
that Spirit of Divine Relevation has been withdrawn to
some extent, for, evidenily, the church must be full of
faith, and this faith must bring hope; but how can we
hope save we shall be humbly obedient to Divine will
in which we cannot sesk to exalt self, but should con-
sider our every needy condition?

Now, if we think of ourselves wholly as beggars
ot the throne of mercy and wisdom and knowledge,
will we not offer mighty prayer to the Father in the
name of Jesus that he might supply our need?

Now I want vou to ask vourself, is Bro. Sheldon on
the wrong track? Then let me ask vou, Is all well in
Zion, vet? If so, then sit back and expect the Lord’s
appearance momentarily, for when Zion is established
in the heart's of the people, the Lord will bring cgain
the Zion from above. But if 1 read the scriptures cor-
rectly, He will come and find His "bride” unprepared,
fully. Nevertheless, because of mercy, and becouse
there will be some of the il of the Holy Spirit in the
“lamps’ of the "wise virgins”, they will enter into the
bridegroom’s chamber.

We are living in the "days of preparation’ spoken
of by the prophet Nahum; furthermore, it is the Lord's
preparation in which He will consumate his “strange
act”’, that is, in which He will bring his work to iis
successiul conclusion by the establishment of right
eousness in all the world., This is that last Hime, spoken
of in the Book of Jacob (Book of Mormon), third chapter,
when the Lord's servemts would go forth and lobor
with oll their might; this is again the second time in
which John the Baptist would go before the Lord to
prepare his ways which occurred in his visit to Joseph
Smith, Jr., conferring upon Joseph the cuthority to min-
ister in the divine ordinances of the everlasting gos-
pel. And it is because we have gladly received the
precepts and vielded to the commandments of the Mas-
ter under this ministration that we have come thus far
today. But just how far are we?

Let me speck offirmatively: O, how far we are
from that unity of the faith which ought io be ocurs!
There are several reasons why this is so, but i they
should all be enumerated ond iraced back, we should
be forced to the conclusion that the basic reasgon is that
the church in general HAS NOT SOUGHT GOD IN

THE PROPER WAY FOR HIS DIRECTION. WHAT IS
GOD'S WAY?

“Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call «
solemn assembly: gather the people, sanctily the con-
gregation, assemble the elders”. Joel 2:15, 16.

Why ves, certainly, and the Lord will cnswer.

When the Lord poured out his Spirit on the day of
Pentecost to the astonishment of all who were gathered
there from the nations, the apostle Peter spoke to them
savying:

"But this is that which was spoken by the prophst
Joel; "And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith
God, 1 will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh: and yous
sons and vour doughters shall prophesy, and vour
voung men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreoms: and on my servants ond on my hond-
maidens 1 will pour out in those days of my Spirit; cnd
they shall prophesy: cnd I will shew wonders in heav
en aobove, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, ond
fire, and vapour of smoke: the sun shall be turned into
darkness, cnd the moon into blood, before that gread
and notable day of the Lord come: and it shall come
to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be saved!” Acts 2:16-21.

While this did refer io the events which happened
in Peter's day, it is evident, too, that it speaks of our
day. You will find this original prophecy in the some
second chopter of Joel to which we have already re-
ferred, and we wish to point out a significant difference
in the two texts. After the Lord had commanded them
to gather in solemn assembly, and in which He prom-
ised to answer and io bless them obundonily, it was
then the Lord soid:

to pass, AFTERWARD, that 1
Verse 28.

"And it shall come
will pour cut my Spirit, ete.”

It could hoppen to us, NOW. Are you willing?
Desirous? If we want God to help us to that unity of
understonding and of service, He will tell us whet to
do, cmd if there cre commandments alrecdy recsived
which have not been obeyed because we have been
fearful they were of man, and not of God, I believe He

will verify them and give us discernment, PROVIDED
WE ASK FOR IT.

Discernment of spirit is a very precious gift, for it i
is ours, we cannot be deceived. We should also be
cautioned in this: let us be prepared o wait upon the
Lord, not easily discouraged nor fired in our supplica
tion: nor should we presume 10 speck for the Lord,
when He does not speak, but only the spirit of mon.
This is o grave offense, and expressly condemned in
the scripture.

My brethren, will you give these thoughts voul
sarnest, praverful consideration, thot we might unite
our desires to put on our strength, which is the Lord
our Righteousness, cnd be more fully prepared when
He shall come?

WILLIAM A. SHELDON
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b FROM THE GENERAL BISHOPRIC

This short article is being written o call the atten-
of the church membership o the ﬁontmuous need
nomcial assistance.  As our obporiunit

increase our responsibilities incre
vise as our responsibilifies incregss
nities for service increcse.

For o long time the church | C
church history be written and finally the conferencs or-
dered it done. The mstur/ is written and ready for
printing.  The Board of Publication has requested the
General Bishopric to furnish the funds {approximately
$2,000.00 at least).

- The missionary effort is being extended into new
places and the resulis are excesdingly encouraging.
}Jr example, in Yucatan there ars 20 of our Lamanite
brethren who have requested baptism as scon as or-
rangements can be made. Thev ore building a church
o meet In.

The Lord has given us o great opportunity ond with
it a great responsibility.  Let us mest the challenge by
gccepting an increased share of our responsibility,

B .

CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS

According to the Drd@r of the Conference of 1952,
the Ministers’ Conference of the Church of Christ, Tem-
ple Lot, will convene April 6, 1953 ot 10:00 A. M. in the
upper cuditorium of the little white chapel on the Tem-
ple Lot, Indepcndeﬁc Missouri.

It has been ord@rec that the Report of the Commitiee
on Jurisprudence will be the first order of business of
this coming conference; after the conference is orgon-
ized omd open for such business. Copies of this report
have besn mailed ocut to oll families of the church
of whom we have record. any of the church mem-
bership should desire copies of this report to study be-
fore coming to the coniference, ieme write to Bro. L
M. Case, the Recorder Qt PO, 33x 474«, Independencs,
M; sourt; and he will be happy i« d you one, or us

nomy as you need.

The previcus Conference likewlise or
dered that the various guorum ssthood meet
Lpril 2, 1956 at 10:00 A. M. e Lot 1o con-
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sider business that is to com
This meons the Twelve, the

Other commitiees and boar
to have their reports ready of tiw
terence where ot all possible.
and speed the work of the conference.
will b@ greatly appreciated | LY
the "Directory of Officers and
}J'wfb.

As 5r. Smith of the Dining Hall Commitiee has scid
in an earlier announcement, no charge is plonned for
Is in the dining hall this conference, the scome
way no charge was made last vear. Those who comn
do so are invited to send funds cmid foodstufls, or bring
them with vou

Above all, remember io
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ajr@atiy aid
Your efforts
all who atitend. Read
~ommitiess which fol-

pray befoz‘e the conference

and throughout the conference for iis success.
In the service of Christ
FOREST E. MALEY
General Church Secretary

DIRECTORY
of

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES SERVING

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, TEMPLE LOT
For the purpose of aiding those who may have o
rs of intersst to the Church and io ahe C
is o list of people holding respon
fcr the General Church. Fesl free to
of them on matters which concern you
Church

Council of Twelve Aposﬁes

Wm, F. Anderson, 619 S. Crysler St i@aaﬁwldence,
Missouri. Missionar v 1o South C«cmrcu ; Kansas,
Oklahoma, Louisiana, Arkonsas, and T

Leon A. Gould, 128 N. Brookside, K’JﬁSC{Q City 22,
Mo. Missionary to North Central Stotes; North Dako-
tar, South Dakota, Minnesota, lowa and Nebraska.

Arthur M. Smith, Ava, Missourl. Missionary to
Northeastern Siates and Eastern Caonado; Mains, New
Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Isloand, Connecticut, New
York, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Virginia, West Vir-
ginia, Pennsvlvania, end Maryland.

Clarence L. Wheaton, 204 W. Sea Ave., Independ-
ence, Misouri. Missionary to the Amemcm Indicms.

James E. Yates, 2964 Newton Ave., San | Diaqo Cali-
fornic.  Missionary to Southwestern States: California,
Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico.

B. C. Flint, 209 S. Crysler, Independe nce, Missouri.
Missionary io Great Lokes, West; Wisconsin, [lincis,
and the European Mission.

T. ]. Jordem, Suite 111—Donchue Block, Reging,
Saskaichewon, Conada.  Missionary o Northwestern
States cmd Western Coanada; Washingt
ldaho, Wyoming, Montana, and Wesz 11 {

R. R. Robertson, 1156 N. 9th St. West, Salt Lake
City, Utah. Missionary to Colorado and Southeastern
Stetes; Kentucky, Mississippt, Tennessee, North Caro-
ling, South Caroling, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida.
yi

Thomas E. Barion, Hayden, Colorado. igsionary
associcated with Bro. Robertson,
on W. Housknecht, Fenton, Michigan, Mis 1ondry
;

D F
o Greqf Lokes, East; Michigan, Chic, and Indiang,
h Flint, Michigan as o special obi:

Wiﬂiﬁm A. Sheldon, 11427 East 18th S Ii&’“}@@nd—
ecne, Missourl. "»/Iis,smnary to Missourt

Quorum of General Bishops:

1. A. Sweem, Hamilton, Missouri,

™

D. Ray Bryant, Cowgill, Missouri.

C. LeRoy Whegion, Jr., 412 S. Hocker 5t
ence, Missourt (Secretary).

Independ-

Nicholas F. Denham, 810 South Liberty 5t., Inde-
pendence, Missouri (Business Manager),
Edward H. Podhola, 3021 Chandler, Lincoln Park,

25, Michigan.

W. B. Davis, 7753 So. Constance Ave. Chicago,
Hiinois.

Boards, Committees, and Officers Elected Annually:
Full Time Representative in the General Church Of-




February, 1953

ZION's ADVOCATE

Page 21

fice; James M. Case, 1106 E. Gudgell, Independence,

Missouri.

Businsss Manager and of Transportation:
Nicholas F. Denham, 810 S. Liberty 5t., Independence,
Missourl.

General Church Secretary: Forest E. Maley, 11805
Reberts Rt 6, Kansas City 22, Mo.

General Church Recorder: James M. Case, 1108 L.
Gudgell, Independence, Missourl.

General Church Chorister: Metia Anderson, 519 5.
Crysler St., Independence, Missouri.

Edﬁer—m-Chlei of Zion's Advocate: Wm. A. Sheldon,
11427 . 16th St, Independence, Missourl.

Associate Editors of Zion's Advoccxte. Marion
Sprague, 424 E. Walnut, Independence, Misscuri, Maor-
garet Wheaion, 1101 W. Orchord Si., Independence,
Misscurl.

Dining Holl Committee: Minnie Smith, Ava, Missou-
ri; empowered io choose assistanis.

Beception Commitiee:
Nicholas F. Denhcm, 810 S. lLiberty St Indepen-
dence, Missourl.
James M. Case,
Missouri.
Rolland D. Sprague, 424 Fast Walnut Sirest, Inde-
pendence, Missouri,

Standing Boards and Commitees:

Note— the number in
number of “conference yoare"
ber has yet o serve, figured |
April 1952.

Auditing Committes:
(3 James M. Case, 1106 E. Gudgell, Independsnce,
Missouri.

(2) Derothy Denham, 810
dence, Missourl.

1106 E. Gudgell, Indepsndence,

parenthesis { ) shows the
each commitiee mem-
om the Conference of

T

S. Liberty Street, Indepen-

{1} Roliemd D. Sprague, 424 East Walnut St., Inde-
pendence, Missourl.
Beterendum Committes:
(2) Nicholas F. Denham, 810 8. Liberty Strest, Inde

pendence, Missourl.

(2) Marion Sprague, 424 East Walnut Sireet, Inde-

pendence, Missourl
(1) Ora Derry, Ri. 3, Box 342, Independence, Mis-
souri.
Belations Commitiee:
{3y A. M. Smith, Ava, Missourl.
{2) BR. R. Robertson, 1156 North 8th Street, West, Salt
Lake City, Utah.
(1) Clarence L. Whedaton, 204 West
Independence, Missouri.
Board of General Church Historlans:
{3y Clarence L. Wheaton, 204 West Sea Avenue,
Independence, Missourl.

Sea Avenus,

(2 James M. Case, 1106 East Gudgell Indepen
dence, Missouri.

(1) Arthur M. Smith, Ava, Missouri.
Library Boord:
{3 Arthur M. Smith, Ava, Missourt.

(2) Morgaret Wheaton, 1101 West Orchard Strest,
Independence, Missourl.

T

M. Cuase, 1106 East Gudgell, Inde
ence, Es/ igsouri.

penc

Direclory
Board of Publications:

Chairman—the Business Monager—DNicholas T
Denhom, BI0 8. Liberty 8i, Independence,
Missouri.

(3) Forest E. Mdaley, 11805 Roberts, Rt. 8, Kansas
City 22, Missourl.

(%) Denver Chopman, 705 South Logom, Indepen-
dence, Missourl.

7y Louise P. Sheldon, 221 Scuth Union, Independ
ence, Missouri.

oy Wheaton, 412 South Hocker Sireet, Inde-

Missouri.

{23 LeRc

pendence
Building Commitiee:
{3) Harvey Bell, Ava, Missourl,

17) Richard Wheaton, 204 West Sea Avenue, Inde-
pendence, Missourl. (Chairman).

h ‘J cmee H. Hearis, 1920 South Osage, Independ:
nce, Missouri.

ents Commitiees:

Special Assigr

Jurisprudence Comaniliee:

To bring final report to the conference of 1955

Forest F. Maley, 11805 Roberts, Rt 6, Komsas (
22, Missouri.

424 Fast Walnut Street, Inde-
curi.

Hollond D. Sprague,
pendence, Miss

James M. Case, 1106 East Gudgell, Independence,

Arthur M. Smith, Avo, Missourl.

Nicholas F. Denham, 810 South Liberty Street, Inde-
pendence, Missourl.
Committee o Examine Historical Monuscriph

To be dissolved upon the completion of their work

on the history,

Clarence L. Wheaton, 204 W. Sea Ave., 1
ence, Missouri,

wdepend-

Arthur M. Smith, Ava, Missourl

leon & Gould, 128 Norh Brookside, Kansas City
272, Missouri,
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Commitiee on Past Conference Bctions Now in Force:

To report to the 1953 Conference their findings rela-
tive to the compilation known as the “"Hand-
bock.”

Secretary of the Twelve, Arthur M. Smith, Ava, Mis-
souri.

Secretary of the Bishopric, C. LeRoy Whedion, Ir.,
412 South Hocker 3t Independence, Missou-
i,
Sec z‘eimy of the Seventy, james M. Case, 1108 Fast
Gudgell, Independence, Missouri.

Auxiliary Orgemizations:
School of the Ministry:

Chainnon—R. R, Robertson, 1156 North 9th St, WL
Salt Lake City, Utah.,

Assistont Chairman—Don W. Housknecht, Fenton,
Michigan.

Secretary—Leon A. Gould, 128 N. Brookside, Ken
sas City 22, Mmaoun,
Urnited Workers (Ladies Depcrtment):
ie Smith, Ava, Missourt.
‘fz»wOm* B. D&z“ryi Rt. 3,

, Missourt

1920 South Osags,

Box 342,

Inde-

PN .
dence, Missourl,

424’3« East Walnut 5t

Preamble and Resolutions

Whereas, time is rapidly passing, and the redemp-

tien of Zion has waited long, while the ' Mills sar’
qwcﬂts the preparation of the Children of the Kingdom
for the ushering in of Zion's glad m ming,” and

o asc

e
Z.QL L, Ih

4
i

U

a
n
ified longing
o o citize therefore
1”\:# it

solved, that Thureday, April 8, 1952 t
1 e wholly devoted to the consideration of

s
the ozi of Zion, and matters related thersto,
o that the church may arrive ot o unity o
foith e hf::;, and be it further

Hesolved, that the sessions of said April 9, for the
entire day, shall be in charge of three Apostles, chosen
by the Council of Twelve from among their number;
and two Bishops chosen by the General Blshopru from
among their number, ond that oll other conference
matter shall be held in abeyance on that ddte

N. R. JORDAN

W. F. JORDAN

T. ]. JORDAN

MARY ] JORDAN
RICHARD M. JORDAN
MRS, rﬂu“A?D JORDAN
JUDITH JORDAN

CHRIS JORDAN

JENNIE JORDAN

C. E. JORDAN

me to make s home
usbﬂnd of r% Dﬁr;{do,
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rests upon them in teaching this precious jewel the
spiritual way of life as well as the physical way. May
God's grace abound in him as he walks in His path-
way under the guidance of His Spirit.

Sister Wm. Darrah’s brother, Mr. Amold of Belle-
ville, [1l., came to be with his sister and {or the funeral
of her husband, Bro. Wm. Darrah.

ANNA KEENEY

INDEPENDENCE NEWS

On Christmas day, a little doughter was born to
Bro. and Sr. Ernie Premoe. The little one has been
named Suzette Carcl. The Premoes have two small
sons, Vernie, aged 23, and Charles, aged 2. Sr. Pre-
moe ig the daughter of Sr. Ora Derry.

Bro. and Sr. Bill Morris of Linceln, Nebr., are the
parents of a son born to them, December 8. The young
man has been named Michael Steven.

Our Sunday School gave o Christmas program
church on Tuesday night just belore Christmas.
ren ook part with recitations, music and
song, and o few of the adults added their bit with recd-

o
ings and ialks, «

. all in commemoration of the greatest
gift of God to mankind, the birth of the Savicur, Jesus
Christ. Following the progrom, freais of candy and

nuis were disiributed to the children.

Visitors to our services have been Bro. and Sr. Leon
A. Gould of Bemidji, Minn.; Sr. Myrile Darrah of Hous-
ton, Mo.: Bro. Rill and Martha Morris and wee son of
Lincoln, Nebr.: ]. E. Morris, father of Bill Morris, of
Weeping Water, Nebr.; Bro. Corbin of the group at
Shell City, Mo.; and Bro. Roy Frisbey's daughter and
son-in-law.

Also a frequent visilor to cur services, has been
Brother R. ]. Fletcher and his family of this city, and
on Sunday, December 28, our pastor invited Bro. Flet-
cher to be our specker for both the moming and eve-
ning services. His discourse concerned the unifica-
tion of the Restoration groups. Many thoughts were
brought before us that were much appreciated. Bro.
Fletcher is postor of a small group we know as the
Cutlerites.

Other speakers of the month include Bros. Richard
Wheaton, B. C. Flint, LeRoy Wheaton, Leon A. Gould,
Forrest Maley, Wm. F. Anderson, and Joseph Yates.
The predominating sermon subjects were Faith, Repen-
iance, omd Obedience to that greatest of all command-
ments, “Thou shalt love the Lord Thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy sirengih,
and with oll thy mind; and thy neighbor as thysell.”

At the Sacrament service for Jonuary, Bro. George
Reed was ordained to the office of a Deacon. Bro.
James M. Case officiated in this ordination assisted by
Bros. Leslie Case and Leon A. Gould. Your ecrnest
praysrs are solicited in behalf of this young brother
that he may be guided by the Spirit of God in execu-
ting his duties.

Word comes from the mission field of Bro. C. L.
Wheaton, that he is enjoying successful meetings
among the natives there.

Bro. and Sr. Hubert Schrader of Bemidji, Minn., are

living in Independence for the winter. Sr. Schrader
is Amy Gould, daughter of Bro. and Sr. Leon A. Gould.

Remaining with her daughter for o time is Sr. Gould
while Bro. Gould has gone back into his mission field.

Bro. Virgil Rudd of the United States Air Force sio-
tioned in Texas, was able to visit with his family,
Bro. cnd Sr. A. V. RBudd, ond other relatives and friends
for Christmas. He was able io visit a week-end and
attend services again in Jonucary.

An epidemic of the “flu” has spread throughout the
area here and has caused much illness among the
families of the church. Our weather has not been of
much benelfit in combating this scourge. We have
experienced exireme cold, fog and dampness, as well
as balmy days of spring-like weather.

Brothers and Sisters, we would like for yvou to know
about one of ocur moest enjoyable services. [t is the
mid-week prayer service which convenes every Wed
nesday night at eight o'clock. We have been meseting
in the lower part of the church building where it seems
we are able io draw more closely togsther beccuse of
the seating arrcngement. The clock on the wall ceases
to run so those in charge, as well as the congrega
tion, are not aware of the time. [t moves swiltly, and
often our mestings last an entire two hours with every-
body taking part in some way. Many Hmes there are
more, Or «8 mony, young people in  aftendonce
as there are older ones, and thelr prayers and testl
monies of God’'s goodness are uplifing and inspira
tional to all present. We tell vou of this that it may
give encouragement to vou, and we ask that you re-
member us in your way and we will continue to add
our pravers for you that the satanic forces may be
hindered.

LOIS HARRIS, Beporier

OBITUARY

Roy A. Frisbey was borm March 14, 1885 in Jack-
son County, Mo., where he lived all of his life. He
passed away Janucry 7, 1853, ot the age of 6b years,
while spending the winter in Rio Hondo, a suburb of
Harlington, Texas.

Roy Frisbey's father, Cary C. Frishey, as « boy of
ten, came to Independence when o caravan of the
Church of Christ moved from Ilinois in the spring of
1867.

Roy Frisbeyv was baptized and confirmed o member
of the Church of Christ {Temple Lot) Tune 30, 1803, and
was a foithiul member until his passing. He was o
pipefitter for the Stomdord Oil Co., in Sugar Cresl
fore his retirement two years ago, cnd o member of
the LO.OF. Lodge No. 21 of Independence.

Roy Frisbey and Nina Burkhaort were united in mar-
rigge April 14, 1908 in Xonsas City, Mo. They lived
a full life together, and to this union were born ten
children.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Ninc Frisbey of
the home; his mother, Mrs. LoRena Frisbey of Inde-
pendence; five daughters, Mrs, Helen R, Smith, Mrs.
Mabel Hines, of Independence; Mrs. Georgia Huicht
son, Mrs. Vera Kramer and Mrs. Leona Thompson, all
of the home on Mayes Rd.; three sons, T. Sgt. Charles
C. Frisbey, stationed at the Olathe Naval Air Base;

(continued on page 32)
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Granville Hedrick was ordained to the office of the
President of the High Priesthood dfter the pattern of the
ordination of Joseph Smith, Jr., but be it said to the
honer of this people, the socalled Hedrickites, in just o
few vears they became convinced of the {allacy of this
decirine, or practice, and discontinued i, finding no
evidence of such an office in the Bible or the Book of
Mormon; neither was there any such office provided in
the original Church of Christ as established, "by the
will cmd command of God” in 1830.

This marked the turning point of the Church of
Christ. They had published their position on the ques-
ticn of plural marriage, and many of the other false
doctrines that had crept into the church, in the Truth
Teller, Page 14, which was the first publication of the
group of Saints in Illinois.

Eventually, they dropped the office of High Priest,
finding no evidence of such cm office in the New Tesic
ment of the Bible or the Book of Mormon after the tims
of Christ's crucifixion, or in the organization of the
church in 1830, neither was there any provision for
such an office made in the early revelations at the time
they were printed for the first ime. It was after the in-
froduction of this office in the church that the need to
change the revelations that had already been received
and published became necessary. These saints in this
aroup, known as the Church of Christ, believed, with
Paul, that Christ was the last High Priest, who entered
the Holy of Holies once and for all. (See Paul's letter to
the Hebrews).

In like momner, this group of pecople dropped the
name that had been given to the Church at Far West;
the tragic events following so closely proved bevond
question, this revelation, April 26, 1838, was ancther
very evident mistake, and we feel sure none today
would care to dispute our statement.

So this group of the Restoration, now known as the
Church of Christ, has steadily retraced its steps back
to the original foundation of April 8, 1830; back o the
orgonization that wos “by the will and commandment
of God:” back to the original name, “Church of Christ”;
back to the original order of the priesthood, os it was
established in the beginning of the church which we
find agrees with the New Testament in all its teach-
ings.

In 1864, this group of Saints in Woodlord County,
Mlinois, received a revelation directing them o dis-

e of properties and go to Independence Mis-

souri, and the way would be opened up

£

sperty that had besen dedico
T

, Missourl.

This is significant in face of the fact that it had
been deemed very dangerous for the Sainis to retumn
to the State of Missouri, because of the hostile feelings
of the people against the so-called Mormons.

In March, 1867, they held their first conference in
Independence. Two vears later, 1869, they made the
first purchase of that property known as the Temple Lot
They purchased lots 15, 17, 18, 18 and 22, in the Wood-
son Maxwell addition to Independence for the sum of
$425.00, and «a litlle later they purchased lots 16, 20,
and 21 for $750.00. Some time later, they purchased a

three-cornered piece of land lying just north of these
lots from the city of Independence for $75.00. This
brings the total cost of the property now known as the
Temple Lot up to $1,250.00.

In the center, or near the center of the square thus
formed by these lots, is the "spot” where the Temple
was to stand. Here was found the stone that had
been placed there to mark the spot that had been dedi-
cated by Joseph Smith, and the northeast corner of
the Temple.” (See John Whitmer's History).

The Church of Christ heolds the Temple Lot property
today by right of purchase; there is no mortgage or
lien of any kind against this property; we do not hold
this property by “'squatter’s rights”, or any other right,
except a clear title of purchase; neither are we holding
this property for any other group of people, save the
Church of Christ.

The church believes in the original organization
and teaching of the church as in 1830. We believe in
the building of the Temple and the gathering of the
people before the great day of the Lord shall come
upon us.

We believe there are many within the membership
of the different groups of the Restoration Movement
that have been deceived in the teaching of the doc-
frines of men, who would welcome the truth if it were
possible to reach them; to such we offer an open door
to come "ask for the old paths, wherein is the good
way, and walk therein, and ve shall find rest for your
souls.” Jer. 6:16.

The DiHlerence

Quite often the question is asked: What is the dif-
terence between the Church of Christ, and the other di-
visions of the Restoration?

First, there is a difference in the belief of the differ-
ent divisions as touching such subjecis as, Baptism
tor the Dead, Sealing for Eternity, Exaltation of Man,
and a few others, which the Church of Christ loeng ago
took a stond against as published in the Truthteller.

Besides this, there is much difference in organiza-
tion. We believe in the organization as set forth in o
revelation given to Joseph Smith in March, 1829 as it
was originally published. “And thus if the people of
this organization harden not their hearts, I will work
a reformation among them, and I will put down ol ly-
ings, and deceivings, and priesteralls, and envyings,
and strifes, and idolairies, and sorceries, and all man-
ner of iniquities, ond I will establish my church, like
unio the church which was taught by my disciples in
the days of old.”

This Revelation is found in the Book of Command-
ments Chapter 4 in its original form; this revelation is
also found in the Reorganized Doctrine and Covenants,
bui the paragraph just quoted is left out. The reason
is very evident when we consider the change that had
taken place by the time the Docirine and Covenants
was published.

Now the Church of Christ believes in just this kind
of an organization; Eph. 4th chapter, verses 11, 12, 13,
wherein the highest officer in the Apostclic church was
that of the Apostle; This, perhaps, is the greatest diff-
erence, since out of this has grown the many diffi-
culties that so definitely separate the various groups.

E
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The Church of Christ does not accept the office of
a First Presidency. Iis introduction into the church
came in g very interesting manner. As it is told by
reliable historians of this event, it would seem that
some of the ministry felt the need of one to preside
over the priesthood, and so Joseph Smith was chosen
as this one o preside over the Priesthood, but it was
only « comparatively short time before he was ac-
claimed President of the whole church.

Now came the difficulty, since many revelations
had been already published which were in conflict with
such an orrangement; this was when the many
changes in the revelations had to be made, as was
done not only in the wording, but also in the date as to
when these revelations were received; the Utah church
has long acknowledgad these chonges, as can be seen
oy reading the footnotes under the respeciive revela-
tions where such changes occcur.

The unscriptural office of President in the church is
not accepted as a part of the original orgonization of
the church by the Church of Christ: neither is the office
of High Priest.

We believe that the introduction of these officers in
the church are the direct cause of much of the troubles
and tricds of the church. As the years have passed,
more and more power has been vested in the office of
Presidency. The presidency of the Utah Church of
lesus Christ of Latter Day Saints has long had Supreme
Control, while the movement in the Reorganized
Church in 1925, wherein the president asked ond did
receive Supreme Directional Control, shows the danger
in such an office.

Thus it will be seen; T! =
teaching of the Gospel, but rather in the question of
Church government.

gt i ; g ,
»ecretary of Council of Twelve
; ¢ ‘

J

Fiully ¢ o And t ,
ent with each other; we nesd

for each other, that we soach may be
encbled to develop in our own lives those things that
prlease God.

It, possibly, is needless for me to say that we are
living in momentous times. We cre lving in the times

which peint to the near coming of the Christ to the
world. And if I were fo say, this morning, that we are
living in the most important age in the world's history,
would I be going too far afield? We go bock and
think through the vears we have just passed over, the
period in which we have commemoraied the birth of
the Son of God, the gift of God to mankind, We think
of that, and undoubtedly reicice in the thought thot
God was so considercte that He was willing to offer,
as a sacrifice, His only Begotien Son, that vou oand 1
and the rest of mankind might be redeemed from the
tadl, and receive recognition of His hands., So, God in
His wisdom, and may I add, in His mercy, saw i, in
the day ond time in which we live, to give us an oppor-
tunity, not only of knowing, firstly of hearing, and of
kncwing to a degree at least, the greainess of the gos-
pel and mercies of God towards mankind, but ~lso to
give unto us an opportunity that we might assist Him
in the bringing about of His purposes cmong men.

Back in the early days of the restoration, we find
several of the revelations that commence just about
like this. You have heard it, omd read and reread i,
and reheard it many, many times. But | am wonder-
ing just how much effect it has had upon our individual
lives, and how seriously vou and [ have icken the re-
sponsibility that has been laid upon us s recipients
of the gospel of the Restoration. In the eleventh chap-
ter of the Book of Commandments, we find o sictement
something like this: "Behold, I will proceed to do a mar-
velous work among this people, even o marvelous
work and a wonder.” I wonder just how seriously the
Hestoration people have considered that statement.
Then, coming down, I wonder if we as a church have
considered «s seriously s we should hove, ond en-
deaveored to recognize just what that means. [ will pro-
eed. Notice, the Master of men ofes
19 1o de 18 thought b

(o)

,and 1 1
siction of the Book
non, bul my brother and sister, the translation of the
Book of Mormon inio the Fnglish language, in and of
itself, iz nct o marvelous work and a wonder. The
Book of Mormeoen, with iis feachings, falls flat, unless it
is backed up by the rightecusness of the people that
present it to the world.
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I have quoted many, many times, and | feel some-
thing like the Apostle Peter when he said, I wish to
stir your pure minds up by way of remembrance.”
Maybe we don't forget, maybe it is just thoughilessness
on our part, that we fail to think upon these things.
We {ail to meditate sufficiently upon the things pertain-
ing to the work of God as revedled ¢ us in these last
days.

I heard o statement made in the Sunday Schocl
(*las this morning, and I frust that the one who made
t will not object to me using it. There wos some
thought of the gospel going to the Indiams, or to the
Lomanites, and the thouqht was (] may not be able
o c;rpres:, it just as he did), but his thought was ihat,
instead of converting the Indiom from his radition, to
a large extent we have adopted them. We have
adopted them, and we should taks io ibem ;he aadi'
tions of the gospel of }esus Christ. We *M do i
less we develop In and among us, the marvelousness
of that work spoken of by the Lord in e;gmcm h
and twenty-nine.

Now what is that work? [ wonder i we were to
take the entire revelation, in and of itself, i # wouldn't
apply to something besides, if at ¢ll, to the franslating
of the Book of Mormon. Maybe it wouldn't be out of
place i I were to turn to it omd read it so that we might
get it just as it is without any idea of my own in con-
nection with the thoucght; and [ want to turn to the
eleventh chapter of the Bock of Commcmd*nems Oh,

ou are all familiar with it; | hove used it so many
times, bul I am stll convinced thm my own heart
that we need it yet today, because we have not vet
ascended unto those heights that God would have us
ascend to.

"A great and marvelous work is about to come forth
among the children of men.”

"About to come forth.” This revelation was given
in March, eighteen hundred cmd twenty-nine. ""Behold,
'am God.” (I am God.) "Give hesd to my word
which is quick and powerful, sharper than o two-edged
sword, to the dividing asunder of both 30 its and mar-
row; therefore, give heed unto my word.”

It T were to say to you this morning that that is the

oaistc&rdmg feature today, that that's the thin vou
and | and the rest of us are called upon io o.@ az”“ 1
am usking you—you have to be your own judge in
the maller—how much heed cre
word ©

RVas
4

yeu givmq to the

im

Qr are you

he L,Lza?

_sg misunders
hard feelings.
our history to find that o be tr -
the fellows who didn't b@hevc as
offer just this thought: While T was in F
ago holding a series of meetings, o ce
called up to where 1 was stopping., And [ tothed ‘wzm
that individual for quite some little tme, who had de-
parted, or he and others had deparied from us. | in-
vited them io my mestings, and that individua] said o
me, “Brother Anderson, Wnl vou preach as o gcod ser-
mon if I come out?” 1said, Tl do mv best.” T didn't
believe as they did; I don't now. But [ wonder Li 1 com
afford to be harsh and unkind and hard io the fellow,
or even the group, that might have been deceived be-

cause of the activities of the Satanic forces. I wonder
if it's not my duty and my place o be a friend rather
than a foe. I wonder if it wouldn't be my place to go
into my secret closet and ask God to reach out, and if
it were possible, to help those people to undersicmd
differently. Then, on the other hand, I might be wronag.
I'm not ready to concede it now, but oh, there is just
such « possibility—that I might be wrong. T herefo:re,
we have much need that we ask God about it. I
there ever has been a time in the history of the Re stora-
tion when the people who love God and rightecusness
should get together in unity and humble petitions be-
fcre Ged, it's today.

I had a letter, recently, from o brother whom I had
lsarned to respect and care a great deal for, who is «
minister in another part of the Hestorwtiﬂ*z movemeni.
He had called at the house when I was away; he
‘wcmiea 1o see me. He asked Metta to have me write i
him and I did. I wrote him a nice, friendly, soc iabw
1~her And in his reply he made this observation; he
says, ' have thought that you felt as I did, that there

wuid be a reuniting of the two groups.” He didn't use
those words, but that's the trend of his thought. WHY
should we unite? Why should we unite? Just be
cause it would make us a stronger and o larger organi-
zation 7 Or should we be willing, as I said to him, to

present the whole matter to God ond ask Ged to set us
nght I wonder if He would deny us. You heard, last
Sunday morning, o statement that I'm going to iry io
.brmq to you now. It was given to the early church
when the elders of the church were czdm@*éished
' Uozther together to agree upon my word.” And I won
der if that's not applicable to the whole mstorau\,“
movement today. [ said to this brother, in rest ponse 1o
what he said about the coming together, "Yes, I'd N
to see every department and every group of the He
toration movement come togsther and ask God io
straighten us out” I haven't heard from him since: |
don't suppose I ever will, unless I happen to run into
him when he might be here some time.

Now listen folks, what about this marvelous work
and a wonder? Il say to us th}.s morning, that God
has shif the TS'SpO”T‘lDi iy and it on our shoul-

gt

B

ders, how are you and I seeking to carry the burden?

o
At
o

o]

veu individually—and if vou do it individually,
1 do it col iec‘!ive;y—«are you individually, in the
ietude of vour own chamber, of your own family
ar, in the quiet hours of y@ur meditations, ore you
king Gfd that you might be enabled to develop a
"ﬁe@uan s that will be acceptabie to him? Not with

td hat vou become seli-conscious of vour it
ness and your gocdness, because when you ond | be-
come righteous in the rightecusness of God, your indi-
vidual self will sink into insignificance. You omd I will
sense our littleness and how small we are compared

o God.

"Give heed unto my word.” What do you know
about it? How much are you seeking to ccquaint
yoursell with the work of God? Are you moking that
a part of your daily curriculum? Or are you letting
things toke care of themselves. Folks, we'll never be
enabled io h@ed cnd 1o keep the word of God unless
we know what it is. Never in the world will we be
able to do it

Just now, there comes to mind the thought expressed
by the Aposile Paul as he wrote to Timothy, and 1

5
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believe it's applicable to me. [ believe that I can take
a lesson from it, ves, | can take advice from it. What
was good for Timothy is good for me. He says "Study’’;
“study to show yourself approved unto . .. Wm. An-
derson? Not by any means. "Study to show yourself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the words of truth.” Oh,
but somebody says, that applies to the priesthood. Oh,
does 1t? Does it? It's true, the Apostle was speaking
to his associate Timothy, but what's good for the
preacher is good for the member. There are not two
stondards in the church. There are not two standards
in the system of the Almighty. God doesn't require
more of Rollond Sprague than he does of any of the
rest of us. And [ believe with all my heart that each of
us can become so clese to God that we will be able to
rightly divide the words of truth.

Now let me go back. We have wandered a little
bit. "A great and marvelous work is about to come
forth among the children of men.” And will I go far
astray when I say that he tells them in this chapter, or
in this revelation, what that marvelous work and a
wonder was to be? "Now as you have asksd,” ves,
it's an answer to prayer, "Now as you have asked, be-
hold I say unto vyou, " first, the first admonition,
"keep my commandments.” Will I repeat, that unless
we ccquaint ourselves with those commandments
we're not going to be able to keep them. "Now as you
have asked, behold I sczy unto you, keep my com-
mendments and seek to bring forth and establish the

"Book of Mormon'? No. “The couse of Zicn.”

"The cause of Zion.” Have we done #t? [ wonder
if in a verse or two I couldn't give unto you the crux
of the question and indicate to us what that couse is?
You are familiar with it. It's as old as the New Testa-
ment Scriptures and older, as far as the printed word
is concerned. It goes back to the very beginning, and
the Master reiterating to that young maon who said unto

him, "Master, what is the greatest commandment in
the law?” You know the answer, don't vou? “Thou
shalt . . .7 commandment, "thou shalt love the Lord

thy God with all thy heart, might, mind, and strength.
This is the first and great commandment.”’

I am constrained to ask the question, how many of
us are keeping the first and great commandment?
How mony of us are giving God first place in our
lives, over and above everything else, putting nothing
before God? I we do, if we put anything before God,
we are loving that thing more thon we love God.
Thus we are displacing God in our lives. [ don't care
what it is. I might men ition o number of things., It
won't be necessary.  "Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart.” Do you do #t? You are go
ing fo have to cnswer the question. I can't cnswer

it for you. I con only answer for mysell. And I am
not your judge. My responsibility is to preach the
gospel. Whether you receive it or reject it is your re-

sponsibility, not mine. "The second is like unto it
Thou shalt love . . . 7 those that love you? Hate them
that hate you? Is that it?  Will [ repeat back just o
moment or two in my talk and say again, referring to
the same group of people, should I hate them, or
should I love them? Not that I agree with what they
may present; no, that is not the point; but they are my
neighbors, if you would like to put it that way, and if
I do good to them, there is a possible chance that they

might do gocd to me. "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thysell.” How many of us are keeping the two first
commandments? Because upon these two command-
ments are hinged all the law and the propheis. You
know what that means. It simply means that [ can't
keep riqhteoumy the rest of the commandments unless
they are hinged upon that very thought: That I love
God with all my heart, that I love my neighbor as my-
self. My baptism would avail me nothing i [ do not
love God first and best of oll, and my neighbor as my-
self. The laying on of hands for the reception of the
Holy Ghost will be a failure unless [ develop that love
for God that the Master has asked of us.

S0 we go a little further then, in this eleventh chap-
ter of the Book of Commandments, and read another
thought or two just for our information. It should not be

needed. "Behold I speak to unto vou . .." Who?
These men back there that had come to him in prayer
and asked God for guidonce and direction in the work
that lay before them and what they were to do.
"Behold, 1 speak unto you, and also to all those
who have desired to bring forth and establish this
work . . . "What work? This marvelous work and
a wonder, the cause of rightecusness, o people who
will be superior in righteousness to any other people in
the world. Is that getting too eqatisti& No, folks it
isnt. That is what is asked of us. "No one’—that
means me, that means you—''No one can assist in this
work . . ." that means me "except he shall be humble
and full of love.” Does it fit with the two great com-
mandments? “Except he shall be humble and full of
love.” "Having faith . . . "How much foith have we?
How much faith have vou and I today?

The other

vening the telephone rong and I an-
swered if. .er a brother who is smmq in this room
this morning said to me, "One of my neighbors is very,
very sick and we'd hwko you to come over and admin-
ister to him if you will" " I sadd I would., 1 went. Lis-
ten folks, I wonder if it was faith as vou and I should
understand 'zi, or was it because there was no relief
from any other point. ['ve thought about it a good
deal since the other night; vet, when our brother pres-
ented iha thought to them, there came into their hearts
a ray of hope, o ray of hope.

The next morning this brother called me up and
said, "Our pravers were heard last night.  Thot man
went to bed and slept all night and he hadn't had rest
tor weeks before. [ wonder if God acknowledges those
who come to him. Have you any foith? Do we irust
God?

There's an epidemic going through the country ond
locality today that is cousing much distress. Are we
free from 11?7 You may think Bro. Anderson foolish and
extreme, but when [ say to you this moring that when
we develop that standard of righteousness of which
the Master of men has asked us, we will escape those
things. That's how much faith T have in God and his
promisses to the children of men. "No one con assist
in this work except he shall be humble and full of love
having faith, hope and charity.,” How much charity
have we? Let's sit in judgment upon ourselves individ-
ually this morning and not upon the other fellow. Let
us think about it again.

I hold in mv hond « little booklet or pamphlet that
contains some revelations. [ believe that God is the
author, regardless of what vou may believe about it
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—I believe that God did speak to Joseph Luff. I know
tew men that lived any closer to God than Joseph Luff
did.

"You have read and seek to teach others. Why
will ve not first understand? Have ye not fulfilled the
scriptures? Your prophets are hidden and your seers
are covered.” Think about it. I have a bunch of pur-
ported revelations in my desk that I've had for years
cand 1 have tried them by the arbitrament of time, and
they don't amount to the snap of your linger. "Your
prophets are hidden and your seers are covered; but
remember, your turning of things upside down shall be
esteemed as potter's clay. For shall the thing framed
say of him that framed it, He hath no understanding
and we must needs improve his methods?”’ Can we?
Comn you improve upon the methods of God? That's
what our people across the way tried to do.  And that's
why these revelations came to them. And they heeded
them not.

Back in eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, the Lord
said, "A great and marvelous work is about to come
forth among the children of men.” Surely the Lord will
proceed when following the period that this revelation
was given in nineteen hundred and six. Let me go
back and read a verse or two, or rather a line or two,
and get it connected if we can. "He hath no under-
standing and we . . .—God, then, hath no under-
standing; that is what he is relerring to—'"He hath
no understanding and we must needs improve His
methods.” That was spoken across the way. 'Sure-
ly,—now, we're coming back to the thought of the
marvelous work and o wonder—''Surely the Lord
will proceed to do a marvelous work among this peo-
ple, even a marvelous work among this people, even o
marvelous work and a wonder, for the wisdom of
their wise men shall perigsh.” You icke it and look at
it and make the comparison if you will. "And the
understanding of their prudent men shall be hid. Ye
were chosen out of this world.”

I wish 1 could drive that down into vour subcon-
sciousness this morning. Our subconsciousness. "Ye
were chosen cut of the world to achieve by His meth-
ods, and for the glory of His name.”” We cannot
achieve, in other words we connot accomplish, the
work that God has given us to do, only by and through
obedience to His divine injunctions or commandments,
that we might become a better and greater people.
Now I wonder if I can call your aftention to o very
familiar Scripture, one that we are all foamiliar with.
If we are not, we should be. If we have not familiarized
ourselves with it, we have lost. And I would like to
ask vou, not as a {avoer to me, but as o favor to vour-
self, that when vou go home today that vou iake the
time to read the seventeenth chapter of John, the pray-
er; the prayer of Jesus Christ just before his crucixifion.
He is concerned about His people. Not only the peo-
ple over there, but the people here, today. What was
his concern? "And now [ come to thee, and these
things I speck in the world that they might have my
joy fulfilled in themselves.” Specking of His people.
"I have given them thy word.” Let's note it carefully.
It has been handed down through the years. We have
it today in the written form. "I pray not that thou
shouldst take them out of the world . .. Lisien, folks,
are vou and I conscious this morning of the concern
oand love that Jesus Christ had for us? ”I pray not that
thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that

thcu shouldest keep them from evil.”

Do you think ill of your brother, your sister, your
neighbor? If you do, it is an evil that you and I
should get rid of. We should get it out of our lives.
“They are not of the world.” How much are we of the
world? Let's give it consideration this moring be-
cause it is worthwhile. Our time is growing short.
It is later than we think, as the popular phraseology is.
“They are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world. Sanctify them. . .” How? How are you and
1 to be sanctified? “Sanctify them through thy truth,
thy word is truth.” By the application of the truth of
God, to your life and mine. By the opplication of the
tecchings of the Master of men to your life and mine.
“As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have [
sent them intoc the world.” Will I go too far afield if
I say that there isn't an individual in the Church of
Christ today but what has the privilege of being the
ones that are sent? Not necessarily ministry in the
sense of priesthood, but there isn't one of us but what
can minister, teach and for their sakes—your sake and
my sake—"1 sonctify myself that they also might be
scnctified through the truth.”

We cannot be sanctified through the truth without
cm application of the truth to our lives. ""Neither pray
I for these alone . . . No, not those people who are
with him. ''Neither pray I for these alone but for them
also which shall believe on me through their words.” 1
believe that Jesus Christ had me in mind, when He
gave expression to that thought. [ believe He had you
in mind. And he wants us to be one with them back
there. One with them back there—but I must hasten.
“That they all might. . .” go their own ways and each
one do as he pleases? No. But isn't that what has
been done? As we look back over the past one hun-
dred twenty-nine vyears, isn't that what has been done?
“. .. That they all may be one, as thou Father art in
me and | in thee, that they alsc may be one in us.
“"That they . .. "the world,” . . . may believe that thou
hast sent me.” What has the Church of the Restoration
represented to the world? What have thevy represented
to the world? I've thought of it a good deal.

Sixty-eight vears ago vesterday, there was a hole
cut in the ice—the ice was two feet thick—ond it was
10 below zero, and I went down into the waters of
baptism, and maode o covenant with God to serve
Him. [ wasn't out of the water a minute until my
clothes were frozen as stiff as a board. 1 don't know
that 1 would like to live that sixty-elght years over. 1
could make o lot of corrections if I would go back and
know what I had passed through, but I wouldn't want
to go through it again, because there are a lot of things
I would like to weed out.

Let us not forget, vou and I, emd [ mean the Church
of Christ, has o responsibility second io none in the
world, and there is need, much need, for the endeavor
to unify ocur forces in righteousness, that we might
know God's will.

Have our prophets been hidden? Doesn't God speak
any more? s He unwilling to converse with us? And
in our struggle, in our weckness and frailties, is he not
willing o come to our rescue and help us to under-
stend if we will seek Him without any idols in our
hearts? I'm going to have my way regardless! Is
that the way to approach God? A great and a maor-
velous work is about to come forth among this people.
Let us strive to do our part emd become what God
would have us to become.
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INCIDENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH

By Apostle B. C. Flint, Former General Church
Historian

In contemplating the present divided and somewhat
cenfused state of affairs in the great latter day move-
ment, and the rivalry that exists between the various
groups of that restoration, it might be well to, in retro-
spect, go back in the history of the church and review
some of the earlier views and docirines as they were
held in the sarly days of the church, or as the Apostle
Peter admonishes, ""Stir up your pure hearts by way of
remembrance.”

To do this, perhaps as good a place to start would
be to go to the early teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, himself.

Back in May of 1838 he tabulated a set of questions
and his answers to them as he had met these different
opposing views throughout his ministry, or as he says
concerning them himself; we quote: "I published the
foregoing answers o save yourself the trouble of re-
peating the same o thousand fimes over and over
again.”’

In Documentary History of the Church Vol. 3, pp.
28-30 and later in the Millenial Star Vol. XVI, p. 150.

These were first printed in the Elder's Journal Vol
I, Number II, poegs 28 and 29, and are as follows:

First:—"Do you belisve the Bible?”

If we do, we are the only people under the heavens
that does, for there are none of the religicus sects of
the day that do.

Second:—"Wherein do you differ from other sects?”

In that we believe the Bible, and all other sects pro-
fess to believe their interpretations of the Bible, and
their creeds.

Third:—"Will everybody be doamned, but Morm-
ons?”

Yes, and a great portion of them, unless they repent
and work righteousness.

Fourth:—"How cnd where did vou obiain the Book
of Mormon?”

Moroni, who deposited the plates in o hill in Man-
chester, Ontario County, New York, being dead ond
raised again therefrom, appesared unio me, ond iold
me where they were, and gave me directions how 1o
obtain them. I obtained them, and the Urim ond Thum-
mim with them, by the meons of which [ fromslated
the plates: and thus came the Book of Mormon.

Fifth:—"Do vou believe Joseph Smith, Jun., o be o
Prophet?”

Yes, and every other man who has the testimony of
Jesus. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of proph-
ecy. Revelation 19:10.

Sixth:—""Do the Mormons believe in having oll
things in common.”

No.

Seventh:—"Do Mormons believe in having more
wives them one?”

No, not at the same time. But they believe that if
their companion dies, they have a right to marry again.
But we do disapprove of the custom, which has gained
in the world, and has been practiced among us, to our
great mortification, in marrying in five or six weeks,
or even two or three months, after the death of their
companion. We believe that due respect ought to be
had to the memory of the dead, and the feelings of both
friends and children.

Eighth:—""Can they (the Mormons) raise the dead?”

No, nor can any other people that now lives, or ever
did live. But God can raise the dead, through man as
an instrument.

Ninth:—"What signs does Joseph Smith give of his
divine mission?"

The signs that God is pleased to let him give, ac-
cording as His wisdom thinks best, in order that he
may judge the world agreeably to His cwn plan.

Tenth:—""Was not Joseph Smith a money digger?”

Yes, but it was never a very profitable job for him,
as he only got fourteen dollars a month for it

Eleventh:-—"Did Joseph Smith steal his wife?”

Ask her, she was of age, she can answer for her-
self.

Twelith:—"Do the people have to give up their
money when they join the church?”

No other requirements than io bear their proportion
of the expenses of the church, and support the poor.

Thirteenth:—"'Are Mormons abolitionists?"

No, unless delivering the people from priesteraft,
and the priests from the power of Saian, should be
considered abolition. We do not believe in setting
the Negroes irse.

Fourteenth:— Do they not stir up the Indians to war,
and to commit depredations?”

“No, and they who reported the story knew it was
false when they put it into circulation. These and
similar reports are palmed upon the people by the
priests and this is the only reason why we ever thought
of answering them. .

Fifteenth:— Do Mormons baptize in the name of
‘Joe' Smith?”

No, but if they did, it would be as valid as the bap-
tism administered by the sectarian prissts.

Sixteenth:—"If the Mormon doctrine is irus, what
has become of all those who died since the days of
the Apostles?”

All those who had not had an opportunity of hear-
ing the Gospel, and being ministered unto by an in-
spired man in the flesh, must have it hereafter, before
they can be finally judged.

Seventeenth:— 'Does not Joe' Bmith profess to be
Jesus Christ?”

No, but he professes to be His brother, as all other
Scints have done ond do: Matt: 12:48-50, "And He
stretched forth His hand toward His disciples and said,
Behold my mother ond my brethren; for whosoever
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shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven,
the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.”

Eighteenth:—"Is there anything in the Bible which
licenses you to believe in revelations now-a-days?”

Is there anything that does not authorize us to be-
lieve sc? If there is, we have, as vet, not been able
to find it.

Nineteenth:—"Is not the canon of the Scriptures
fall?”

If it is, there is a great defect in the book, or
else it would have said so.

Twentieth'—""What are the fundamental principles
of your religion?”

The fundamental principles of our religion are the
testimony of the Apostles and Propheis, concerning
. Jesus Christ, that he died, was buried, and rose again
in the third day, and ascended into hecven; and all
other things which pertain to our religion are only ap-
pendages o it. But in connection with these, we believe
in the gift of the Holy Ghost, the power of {aith, the en-
joyment of the spiritual g¢ifts according to the will of
Ged, the restoration of the house of Isroel, and the final
iriumph of truth.

It will be noted that in many of the prophet's an-
swers he is gquite blunt in his stotements, but when we
consider the harassment that followed him con-
tinually, it is not surprising that he was sometimes o
little impatient.

Furthermore, in some of the answers, subsequent
history ond the position that the church iook, in a
general way, require that some elucidation be given,
as for instance in the “Sixth”, question and answer,
where the prophet answers “"No”, to the question of o
belief in the Saints having "all things IN common.”
Had the wording been; "all things common’ and not
“all things IN common’’, the answer would doubtless
have béen in the affirmative.

Again, in the "Thirteenth” answer the prophet says
that the Saints did not believe in freeing the black
slaves of the south. Joseph Smith was killed seven-
teen years before the breaking out of the great Civil
War, in which the slaves were finally freed. Hence,
the slavery question had not yet become the national
issue that it later became. However, this did not mean
that Joseph Smith did not have very definite views on
the subject, but like in so many other things, he was
far chead of his times, in his plon for a solution. Jos-
eph Smith did NOT believe in freeing the slaves be-
cause he had o much more humaone and logical solu-
tion to the slavery question, and one too, in which
many of the leading siatesmen later came to advocate
in an attempt to avert the terrible sloughter of that
war. Joseph's solution was for the government to buy
the slaves from their masters. Here is what he says on
this matter: "Petitionla so, ve goodly inhabitants of
the slave states, your legislators to abolish slavery by
the year 1850, or now, and save the abolitionist from
reproach and ruin, infomy and shame. Pray Congress
to pay every man « reasonable price for his slaves
out of the surplus revenue arising from the sale of
public lands, and from the deduction of pay from the
members of Congress. Break off the shackles from the

poor black man, and hire them to labor like other hu-
man beings; for ‘an hour of virtuous liberty on earth, is
worth o whole eternity of bondagel’” Reorganized
Church History, Vol. 2, p. 722.

Had this wise course been fcllowed, which would
not have cost one hundredth part of what the cruel
Civil War cost the nation in money, besides the
terrible slaughter where brother fought brother, our
national history would not have presented the spec-
tacle to the world of a people divided, and which has
not to this day been wholly eradicated.

Then in the "Sixteenth’” question and answer it is
very clear that, according to the statements of the
prophet himself, the church was then and throughout
his lifetime, definitely committed to the docirine of,
"Probation after death” for all of those who never had
the privilege of hearing the gospel in this life, also as
it has been consistently taught through the vears
since.

Some might object to some of what is here stated,
because of the date, when this set of questions and an-
swers were taobulated. However, as we have already
shown the prophet was answering the objections that
had come to him throughout his life’s ministry, and so
it was merely tabulated in May, 1838.

In this connection it may also be stated that it was
on May 2, 1838 that Joseph Smith first gave a pub-
lished account of the wonderful vision he had, when,
as a boy, he went to the woods to pray and waos
visited by the Father and the Son. This makes these
two docurnents contemporary, and so it would seem to
be consistent io give both equal acceptance as to
value. Because, let it be remembered that there are
some who challenge the genuineness of this latter story
of Joseph's vision, and that also on the ground of its
late appearance in print.

With the best of good will and wishes to all saints
for the New Year, and may God richly bless dll, is our
prayer.

et P s
OBITUARY
{continued from page 23)

Ralph A. Frisbey, AD.C. ot the Naval Air station,
Point Mugu Cdlif.; John F. Frisbey, Mayes Rd.; four sis-
ters, Mrs. Almeda Himes and Msr. Allle Cogon of In-
dependence; Mrs. Nora Denham, Col. Nueva Station,
Maria, Mexico, D. F.; end Mrs. Laura Burkhart, Duny-
man, Okla.; fifteen grandchildren and o host of relo-
tives and friends.

The service was held at the George C. Carson
Funeral Home in Independence at 3:30 P. M., Saturday,
January 10, 1953, Elder LeRoy Wheaton was in
charge, assisted by Flder Rolland Sprague. Angela
Whedaton, Irene Cogan, Richard Wheaton and Nicholas
Denham song, accompanied by Mrs. W. Amos Esry at
the organ.

The 1.O.O.F. Lodge No. 21 of Independence con-
ducted o service.

Because Ralph Frisbey did not arrive until late
Saturday evening, graveside services were held ot
10:00 A. M. Monday in Mound Grove Cemetery.
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