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¢ And blessed are thevy who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost.”’—I Nephi 3:187.
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Let The Word of Chiist Dwell

in You

Lel the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom: teaching ond admonishing one wanother in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with

grace in your hearts to the Lord.
And whatsosver ve do in word or deed, do dll in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 1o God and

ihe Father by Him.—I Thess. 3:16-17.
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EDITORIAL
OF HEAVEN AND HELL

A good sister recently told me that o relative had
informed her concerning his liking in sermon subjects,
saying he liked to hear about heaven ond hell, and
that he seldom heard it from the ministry of the
Church of Christ.  Perhaps this is his way of referring
to the last named principles of the doctrine of Christ,
namely: Resurrection of the dead and eternal judg-
ment,

If he has not heard of these things very often, there
may be one or more of several reasons. It is possible
he has not had the opportunity to attend mony of the
services, and it is also possible that greater stress has
been placed upon the first principles of Christ's doco-
irine as being mors important.

It should be recognized that the subjects of the res-
urrection and eternal judgment are in regard to future
conditions, while faith, repentence, baptism, and lay-
ing on of hands are the principles pertaining to accep-
tance with God with which we must comply in this life.
The scripture plainly tells us that oll men are to be
judged according to the deeds of the flesh; so then,
our 'reservations” are hinged upon the degree of obe-
dience to God's Spirit, now.

Nevertheless, it is good that we have on under-
standing of the life after death; Christ evidently deemed
it so, for he taught his disciples accordingly.

History will reveal many philosophies on the hopes
and beliefs of man concerning the hereafter. Its di-
mensions can be very necarly inexhaustible, but we
wish to limit ourself to what is suggested by the words
"heaven and hell”, or perhaps it is best to say, we
shall consider the limitation placed upon these condi-
tions by many people.

Heaven und hell, to these people, is just that: ot
death, one simply goes to heaven to live forever with
all the saints and God and Christ and the holy anagels,
or, he is cast down into hell to endure neverending
torment with the devil. Such understanding could
hardly be farther from the truth as revecled in the
scriptures.

To establish this fuct, let us determine whet heaven
is, and hell.

1.

Heaoven, in this sense, is where God is; though we
might go on to say that he created the heovens and
needs no dwellingplace. We are also told thet 4
heaven of heavens cannot contain thes” b
The apostle Paul knew of @ man coaught up to the
“third heaven”, and another man caught vp to "para-
dise” (II Cor. 12:2-4). There seems to be scme differ
ence in these two places. The term, “third heaven”
indicates that there is ot least a “first’” and “second”
heaven, also, and Paul undoubtedly undersiood that
there was more than one "resting place”. He was o
man who had recsived many gifts from the Lord, and
could spedak from knowledge when he stated:

"There is one glory of the sun, and another glory
of the moon, and another glery of the stars; for one
star differeth from another siar in glory. So also is the
resurrection of the dead.” I Cor. 15:41-47.
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Nor are we left only to the testimony of Paul, which
some doubt because it doss not fit in with their belisfs,

Jesus said:

“In my Father's house are maony mansions’. John

14:2

Why should there be any doubt as to differing
glories? The Bible says, "Come, let us reason togeth-
er’ and so say we.

By any sireich of the imaqinaticni can it be reason-
ed that all who will have beeﬂ cund worthy to enter
inio 'heawenly olaces” will have also attained exactly

the same deqrce of righteousness? Certainly not, for
that weuld do viclence to the thought that all are to be
judged cccording io the deeds cf the flesh.

This thought should be kept in mind in considerin
all phases of the reserved conditicns obtained in th
hereafter.

0]

Jesus further said:

"And whoscever shall give to drink unio one of
these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name
of a disciple, verily | say unte you, he shall in no wise
lose his reward.” Matt, 10:42.

Could it be that the words of the woman of Canaon
who came to the Master for a blessing to her daughter
—would the words uttered there cpply, also?

"Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord,
But he answered and said, It is not mest 1o

ke ihe children's bread, and cast it to the dogs. And
she said, Truth Lord; vet the dogs eat the crumbs which
their master’'s table. Then Jesus answered

Lm’fo her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it
as thou wilt, Mdn 16:25-28.

] woman was seeking o iempor
s not the c,dmm%ncakuw statement of
ot is thy faith’
and of hw C‘* i

=

this

We may su

and merci

ng-sutferin

“ly reicice in the great lo ito)
"give' us

8 uI God, in his great desire to

the "kingdom', and vet, as the Holy Spirit has re
vealed, "shall mercy rob justice?” No, it cannot be
so, for

3

"The wicked shall be turned inio hell, emd all th
nations that forget God.—Ps. 9:17.

Right here, we might pause to state that so many
people have seemingly been confused ond suppose
that when death comes, they must then enter into their
“reward”, or final resting place. If this were so, there
would be no resurrection of the dead, neither the first
or the second, as is so cl@quy shown in the scriptures,
nor would there be that last day of the judgrn
self-evident, therefore, that there must be o space be
tween death and the resurrection ¢f the body, and

(I)

rent. IT is

(7)

1d Th t
it is temporary, or limited, according to the wisdom of
God. Listen to the words of Jacok, brother of Nephi:

and hell must deliver up their dead, and

ver up ils captive spirits and the grave
er up s captive bodies, and the bodies and
the spirits of men will be restored, one to the other;

and it is by the power of the urrection of the Holy
Orne of Israel. O how great ihv plan of our Gud
For on the other hand, the paradise of God must dw—

liver up the spirits of the righisous, and the jTL(IV
deliver up the bedy of the righteous,” etc. 1 Nephf

6:28-31.

By this we see that both the paradise and he]l
are but temporary dwe]hnq-quces of the spirit of man.
There is a predjudging of man in which it is deiei»
mined as to whether he be "worthy” of "siripes’
that is, whether he shall be made io endure the chast
tisement of God in the 'pr son house' (and it is God's

chastisement)—or whether he shall be made to rest in
paradise until the call shall come for the resurrec
tion.

In stating that there are limits to both paradise and
hell, it is not intended to infer that the benefils in en
joyment and peace on the one hand, nor the eflects
of Divine judgment on the other hand, is to be tcken
lightly.

Maoke no mistake about it Hell s a place of 1or-
ment (see the parable of Lazarus and the rich man in
Luke 16:19-21) in which ssvere corrective measures are
applied to those who "forget” God, whether they be
nations or individuals, whether they be out of the
churf*h or in the church, whether they be "enlighte: md

by the gospel, or in the darkest "night”, us it r:@mqm“
to undersianding divine truths relative to the salvation
> the soul.
se, to forget” God is to wak’
f’Iuly pirit which is sc
the lives of «il me:ni

In its meoest basic sen
contrary to the leadings of the
gracicusly seeking entrance into

without rbspc 1 of persons, d would lead them to the
fcumaip of all fruth and 11@;1 and life, which is Jesus

Christ, i they cculd be persuaded

his is the condemno
Id, and men love 1
ause their deeds were evil For \,vpry one tho
evil hateth the light, neither cometh 1o the light

his deeds shomd > But he that doet!
h comsth to the light, that his deeds may be madc
monifest, that they are wruug ht in God.” John 3:19-21.

> TC“T"VCQ

Men are accountan! > extent that they do

; : : 1 gy
not walk according owled ol good c
evil, and for rejecticn of i 1&1 Christ, in sending his

apostles forth with the
be more "tol ablc if*f
day of judgment’” than {
ject them.

would
J odom and i
or the city

So then, those whe {crget” God must be

’I*Ld

into hell”, and surely i will be arievous 1o bcar

according to guill, must pay the farthing”

(Matt, 5:28), but, it will finally be " for some,
ond it is revealed elsew that be "o

iortea
Evidently, too, there
ese, JU’CT the judqme
Te Wiih the "o
d they hu*w done.

W—; have not co 1&&, red the mor
of being thrust into “ou -
fire ond brimsione', w
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This is reserved for "the devil and his angels” and for
those who have become like the "angels” of Satan,
having become “filthy" or evil, having trampled under
fcot the mercies of God. For ﬁiese, there is no promise
or hops held forth.

This condition is often mistakenly considersd as
"hell”. As a place of punishment, it might be so con-
_sidered, but more correctly, it is not.

i

" And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.
Rev. 20:14.

Then there will be "a new heaven cmd a new earth;
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed
away.” Rev. 21:1.

The meek shall inherit the earth and be lifted up 1o
inhabit that place prepared beforehand, according o
their righteousness and the forsknowledge of God.

May we live for the Spirit of the Lord to dwell with
s now, cand He will be no stranger to us ot the last
dery.

WILLIAM A. SHELDON

LETTERS

Dear Editor;

I have meant to send in my living testimony be-
ore this, but [ have been so busy in our work among
people, it seems the moments glide away. But now [

mxt think it is time to send it in. [ composed this poem

when Brother and Sister Gould found me, and Brother

Heoth tock me in baptism. My searching was ended
ofter eighieen years of locking for the right church.

,

Our blessed ones who go forth to find the lost, and
forlorn, and who give their alil in Christ's service, ars
indeed blessed beyond most mortal understonding.

I am deeply grateful for the shepherds, and Christ
timsell does walk with them dll the way.

The Church of Christ r o
truth, becuty and sincere love I have looked for and

recelved.

(Temple Lot} holds oll the

BLESSED ART THOU
(Dedicated to our shepherds who found me)
Oh how I pra /cfj in my secret heart,
(I had repented my early sin)
Oh how I longed for our Lord to come
And claim me ever His own again.

Out of the shadows of worldly dreams,
(Wearing thorns of the despest despair),
With a heart full f tears, through the vears
I went on searching most everywhere.

t last, with hope almost gons,

I my night turned into day,

my questing heart's deep need,
And walked awhile, with me, on the WaY.

You talighi me how I could find our Lord
(Your sincerity opened the door),

And I saw Christ looking through vour eves
As He claimed me his own ever more.

Oh blessed art thou, you gave your all
In Christ's service, {o open each door
And let in His light, so all the blind
Will be prisoners of darkness, no more.
Sister in Christ,
GRACE 8. LAU

Columbiaville, Michigan
October 6, 1952
Elder W. A, Sheldon, Editor,
Zion's Advocate,
11427 East 16th Street
Independence, Missouri
Dear Brother Sheldon:

Yesterday, taking up a publication disiributed by a
sectarion movement in our village, I read a learned
appeal for the assistonce of everyone in the Evan-
gelization of the whole world; and was impressed to
write for the stimulation of our body of people in re-
membronce of their purpose, to make possible the
spraad of the one true gospel.

I have written, and what seems good reasoning:
(md an appeal, with the hope, if published, it may stir
its readers to o sense of our obligations. At times my
zeal reachs such proportions. knowing the few io carry
that gospel to the world, and the lack of funds to sup-
port those given that blessed privilege, that were given
the privilege, [ would go out without omy visible means
of support, and with faith that I should not want.

A copy of my theme is herewith inclosed, and I

hope, in time for early publication, if there is room: and

may God, through the words He gave, stir all o a

sense of the vital need unsupplied by failure to give

the lowful tithe. If I could stand before them all 1
would bear testimony to the fulfillments of promise.

By the grace and mercy of God [ am,
Your Brother in Christ,
HERVEY A. SCOTT

"COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER"

Whence cometh all this that thou hast, of bread
And of dll life's needs rained upon thy head?
Yecr, a bountecus fsast of qoodiy tmngs
The love of God to his children now bri
He hath turned away the destrover, Gnd M—
Spared often, when death's deloying were briel

Did He not interpose, and faith ran weaak

Till it scarcely hoped should you the Lord you sesk

Whence cometh this L1gHt to which vou would cling,
Of which with glad voices his people sing?

Yeu, o bounteous feast He spreadeth for vou,

Who unto his Cause are faithful and trus.

He giveth full measure, withholding not,

Fulfilling his word e’en to the last jot;

He giveth all men o portion of light,

Bit unto his Own, without measure, bright.

All these things God giveth that man might live,
While H\, asks that only one-tenth we <
Of those earthly treasures, bountecus!
Poured out each day unto yvou and me,

ive
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That the News of a Saviour o'er all the earth
Might go forth io save many souls of worth;
That, the minions of darkness it shall quell,

And peradventure, turn some back from hell.

Then I think of that "mite” which was her all,
And how we, today, heed not the Lord’'s call,
Asking just one-tenth the bounteous fare

He gave, vet we say, I've not much to spare,
And straightway we think of some new pleasure;
And lo, emptiness {ills the church treasury.

And then, wondering my theughis run like this:
Methinks that, that widow dwelleth in bliss.

Millions of words are written day and night

By hundreds of churches, by "candle-light”,

They spend millicns of tithes yet cannot hedl,
While the bag is empty that should hold "meal”
We claim is the Manna of Life, we'd take

To the ends of the earth, "for Jesus' sake’’;

We can hear THEIR VOICES 'over the air”

At any hour; broadcasting error’s snare.

Will you pledge with me to pay the Lord's fee,

To spread the Truth sealed upon Calvary?

Will you give your mite to spread that pure Light

Which must be carried by divine insight?

Then, open the windows of heav'n will be,

And the blessings of promise curs will be;

The earth be comiorted, and increase

Of righteousness, cnd long men dwell in Peace.
HERVEY A. SCOTT

B S S —

Cedar Springs, Mich.

October 22, 1952
W. A. Sheldon

Independence, Mo.
Dear Brother Sheldon:

I thought you might like to have for the Advocate
the following bit of news.

On September the 27th, at 4 a. m., Elder and Mrs.
Gecrge Brantner left Grand Rapids, Mich., taking with
them their young daughter Jeanece and Miss Carol
Smith. Miss Smith was the betrothed of Airmon Gale
Brantner, stationed in Denver, Colorado.

The party arrived ot their destination Sunday morn-
ing after about twenty-eight honurs of continuous driv-
ing.

Gale had rented on apartment, where Brother and
Sister Brantner stayed with the girls.

On Tuesday aofterncon, at 1:20 a very quiet wedding
ceremony was performed in the apartment, with only
two attendants, besides Sister Brantner and Jeanece
for witnesses.

After the ceremony, there were some pictures taken,
then the Branminers went to the mountains for a scenic
drive. After viewing many places of interest, includ-
ing Boulder Falls, in Boulder Canvyon, they returned to
the apartment for a hurried supper.

Forewells were said, and the elder Brantners and
doughter starled their trip for Michigan, leaving two
happy voung people behind to take up the responsi-
bilities of life.

They have a very attractive apartment not too far
from the uir base where Gale is studving radar. It is
not known just how long he will be siationed ot this
pase, but likely until the first of the year. Carcl is not
a member of the Church of Christ, as yet, but we cze
praying that she may find the way and accept the
precious gospel, thereby being o real helpmate to cur
son Gale.

Brother and Sister Braniner ond Jecnece arrived
home Thursday morning about 8 o'clock, very tired but
so thankful of their blessing that all went well, and
that God's protection was felt all along the way;
and are rejoicing over their new daughter.

Sister Sally Braniner

s Gl . ettt

INDEPENDENCE NEWS

Fall, with its splendor of colors and cooler weather,
and the smcky days of Indian summer, remind us of
the preparations necessary to keep us through the
winter months aghead. We have had our first killing
frost.

During the past month we were privileged to hear as
cur specakers, Bros. Rolland D. Sprague, ]. Maynord
Case, Leslie Case, Joe Yates, B. C. Flint, A. O. Frisbey,
cnd Clarence L. Wheaton.

It has been scme itime since we have had the
pleasure of hearing a sermon from Bro. A. O. Frisbey.
As all will remember, following the conference last
April, Bro. Frisbey was confined to his home for some
time in a frail condition because of his advanced age.
This is the first tirne since that he has felt physically
equal to the task of stonding belore us. DBro. Frisbey
was the first child born after the return of the Church
of Christ to Independence from Illinocis in 1867,

Those motoring to distant places to hold and assist
in services include Bros. William A. Sheldon and Rol-
lemd D. Sprague and families, who met with the fclks
at Cowagill, Mo. Bros. . M. Case and Chas. Reed made
a visit to our people in St. Louis, Mo. The first Sunday
of the month, Bro. J. M. Case conducted the Sacrament
service at Collins, Mo. Other visitors to the Collins’
congregation were the Vance Harris family and Sister
Mildred Hocker and daughter Alice Fawn Hooker.

Bro. William F. Anderson has gone to Michigan in
the interest ol missionary work.

Sister Freda Flint was called to Centerville, Iowa
by the illness of an niece. Bro. Flint will join her for
the return home. We pray that the patient is well on
the way to recovery.

Little Janice Sprague is back in school after several
doys of illness.

Sr. Alvina Bell has returned ic her home in Ava,
Mo., after o visit in the home of Bro. and Sri Marvin
Clse where she was getiing acquainted with the small
new grandson, John Martin.

Mr. ond Mrs. Lee Faris, of Union, were Wsiskweud
guests in the Vance Harris’ home ond uttended ser
vices here.

Mrs. Farig is o sister to Bro. Harris.

We were happy to see in the congregation, again,
Sr. Joy Summers and her family of Council Bluffs, lowq,
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who were visiting in the home of Bro. ond Sr. Joe f{ound in the working, teasing informality of the kitchen

Yate nd in the quiet dusk of the upper cuditorium as some
. PR 4 o011 L Lo PR o . - ” o, ; o 4 ]
| nel just 1o ifalk peilore ine song service edcn nignl
Bro. a r. A. M. Smith, of e visiting oo ‘
T nd ? A M. Smith, of Ava, Mo., are VISING - Tywo meqls o day were served without charge.  These
relatives and Iriends here. Both are working in the

were made up from donations of food and money
and from o collection taken last The main
tohen commiliee were St Minnie Smith, Bro.
12 and Sy Ora Derry
i Satur

g on which they were elected t

1
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solitude undisturbed. True the dwell
palatial, but they were both neat ond
mwmnm the eminence of o hi
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cving V“OI;CI g, cmd which should have been
of God. Al«fzs, alas, how
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and Hyrum Smith rode cut of
nerved with vitality which that o
in o lingering farewell pressure,
upcn lile and iis changing
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which then were bathed in tears.

we say of the home-coming? How
cmd silent procession which at eve-
jays alter, wended its Wuy into ithe
silent city, silent save fcr the sobs of grief, of questions
spoken wﬁh bczt d breath, and the steady trqmn ot
tb@ sorrewing multitude s they passed nears
nearer the returning dead?
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Not o heart of man, woman, or child but bled that
day, and the wail which went up to heaven was more
bitter than David's lament for Absclom.

ight be, for could
held buack and the
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Bt 1%, r, I never ¢
whot 1 am compelled to admit; but | n(}‘v\
the promise 1 ide to hsr, <,md I will es
poll utions of this But 1 lrsl, mot
vou and father away f rom here.”
Are there any who will read this that will not re
from

member how difficult o tusk it was 1o escape 110

thraldom of those spiritual tyrants?  Daniel did not t do
Ihls until his own life had been sought, and even as
Margery had told him, one was murdered in cold blooc
by his side, and he was compelled to flee, not daring
to turn and look upon the face of the dead.

"By the rivers of B\A.Jylou, there we sat down, yeq,
we wept, when we remembered Zion We honged our
harps {JEOH the willows in the rmidst tl@rcof FGI there
t <t carried us away capt required of
Long; on d they that wasted us requi
, Sing us one
Lo'ﬁ"d'c

salem,
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ORIGINAL ARTICLES

We solicit articles for this departmeni written in an af firmative manner, An affirmative article is one in which a premise is
established, and evidences presented to support that premise. In all controversial articles, contribuiors will be required to observe the
rules of decorum established by parliamentary rules goverming deliberative assemblies.

A CHILDREN'S DAY SERMON
June 8, 1952, Independence, Missouri

(Some months ago, the Independence local church
purchased o tfape recording machine. COne of the
uses we hove made of it is o record the sermons de-
livered here. [ have asked Brother Maynard Case for
permission to have the following sermon which he
delivered, transcribed and printed, because [ believe
that pecple today do not give sufficient consideration
to the great responsibility that is ours as parents, io

tecach our children in such o way that they will respect
Gori and love him. Then they will love and respect
their parents, and great are the promises made to those
who learn these things. LeRoy Wheaton, pastor, In-
dependence local).

Ye are the salt of the sarth; but if the salt have lost
its savour wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth
gced for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trod-
den under the foot of man. Ye are the light of the
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light o candle, and put it under «
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto
oll that are in the house. Let your light so shine be-
fors men, that they may see vour good works, and
glorify your father which is in heaven. Think not that
I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets. I am
not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily T say
unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jol or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, until ol be
fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these
least commandments, cnd shall teach men so, he shall
be ¢ Wtﬂed the 1 iQQSL in the kingdom of heaven: but who-
shall do and teach them, the same shall be
c Ji ad great in the kingdem of heaven. For I say unto

vyou, that except vour rightecusness th;rii exceed the
righ s he Scribes and Pharisees, ve shall in
o the kingdom of heaven. [ havs

1 to the 20th verses of the 5th chapter

y nterest in your pmyc s this morn-

ing. As the situation today, the elements upon
avery h@ﬁd are sesking to destroy the children of men
In one way or Nnu‘h It places a greater, more stren-
ucus responsibility upon God's chosen people than

1 to bring vou this
’/w;(*: qu,loe ume it

mornin 5 todo
> ml ri ht to bring in « h&’d@ of the teaching

woul

of

[oR

5
<
5
&
3
3

+1
i€

>f Proverbs, and

-~

) up < 1 way he should go; and
when he is old he will not depart from it.”

that verse isn't there? 1

will take vou now to the 29th chapter of Proverbs.
It explains things in such a way to make o balonce. In
the 15th verse we read this:

"The rod and reproof give wisdom; but a child left
to himself bringeth his mother to shame,”

We find in the 17th verse:

"Correct thy son and he will give thee rest; yve he
shall give delight unio thy soul.”

In the 18th verse:

"Where there is no vision, the people perish but he
that keepeth the law, happy is he”

In the 21st verse:

“He that delicately bringeth up his servant from a
child shall have him become his son at the length.”

All through the generations of maonkind, there has
been repentence preached, or taught, unto the children
of men. You have all seen the results of teaching
children in this dispensation of ime. We find in the
11th chapter of Daniel, a statement, or several state-
ments, concerning things that would take place and
come to pass in this dispensation of time. There it tells
about those things that would happen, beginning with
the first World War and down to the second World
War. It tells about an individual who would toke o
small people, and they would thrive under heavy
taxes, become a good people. Did that happen be-
tween the first and second world war? Then it says
a fiend will take the small people and do great things
with them.

How did he do that? By taking little children and
teaching them. What was one of the main things he
taught them? Hate; and Anti-Christ. That is what we
find took place in Germany. We found the same thing
in ltoly that took place under the same environment.
We hwz@ the same big things today. Communism.
In Germany it was the Naozis; Ialy the Fascists; Russia
the Communists. How did they do it? By taking little
children; teaching them how 1o accomplish great

'ii/x v o
ings

ar, and

Oﬁe of the main things is ignorance and fea
They must

nti-Christ. A mon on earth is their God.
GG”F\,TE? to thﬂ he has to say.

o)

As I read here in the scriptures this morning: "Ye
are the ~cdt of the earth; but i the salt have lost iis
avour it becomes good for nothing but to be trampled

estoration
the teach-

s I fear within myswi as | see the differ-
things that take place from day io or*y and recog-
;own inability; whcn we see the things that
iren pattern after. It is poramount in the world.

S ER(]
pd
o
tﬂ
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Destruction is upon every hand, as the mind of

man is increasing and bringing out mony things. Oh,
we say we have the atom, now, where we can
use it for commercial value to mankind. Where is it?

it takes time to develop it; ves, but they have developed
it to the extent whereby it has b@cume destruction in
the honds of man at the present tim

The hearts of men are becoming hardened and
taught for the destruction of life. Life doesn't mean
anything. Meet it on the highways. There has been
several magazines lately in the last five vears, with
crticles in them telling about young people, carloads
of them, getting a mile or a mile and a half apart, and
opening up those cars as fast as they can go toward
each other to see which one will give in first and yield
the right-ctway. What is life? Doses it amount to
canything? [ have seen « half a dozen of those articles
myself, and [ know that does not nearly cover them.

What is life? At what age do they take our boys
into the army? The age when danger means nothing
alter they teach them awhile. They take all kinds of
chances. What is that for? Destruction.

What did the Master say in the 24th chapter of
Matthew? Will there be any faith when he comes?
He dalso stated that Satan shall deceive the very elect
it it were possible. Has the salt lost its savour? [s it
being trampled under the foot of men?

We find in the 3rd chapter of Jacob where the Lord
sends his servants to prune and work the vineyard for

the lust time, and he shall choose other servants “and
they shall be few.”

What is the tosk of those other servanis? The
word has recognized the task. For immediately iol-
lcwing he says that if these servamts shall labor as he
has commanded in the pruning and preparing of his
vineyard, and he says, they will, then He will be in
their midst.

Have the few servants, whom the Master nue
chosen, or will choose, much of o task before them
today? Will they be able to accomplish it? Yes, they
are going to be able to accomplish it. Con vyou im-
cgine with the opposition that exists, the kind of o
heart they are going to need, and the kind of faith?
iffro is ncthing in the scripture to show us that this
- - will be o Qofﬂa however, there is something
that they will be very nearly overcome. But
Ged's work will roll forth, as spoken of in Daniel, until
it breaks intc pieces and consumes the kingdoms of the
whole earth.

In the 2nd chapter of Isaich and also in the 4th
chapter of Micah:

"In the last days the mountain of the Lord’'s house
shall be established in the fop of the mountains and
all people shall flow into it.”

In one place it says, "all nations shall flow into it,”

which meana the same.

There is o silver
that cloud

lete defect
But why will

It will not be o comp
lining to that dark C‘LOUG
become so dark?

. I had a person come io me and give me o lot of
criticism on some of my actions. In our discussion of

the subjecf [ merely took the scripture, not my opinion,
ented it before her to prove the point con-
ning t 2 teaching vf Christ to the children of men.
en I tumvd to her: "Now which is right?” "I don't
re,' she said, T will follow sc-and-so and go (io some
elace) first, (that is the way I will say it. J.M.C.), be-
fore [ would go with you." Why? Beccouse that is the
teaching given to a little child. The reasoning was not
there. You follow this, regardless of reasoning.

q D

D

O =30 O

That is what you find in the world today. Not what
the Master tqught, but what mankind is teaching to-
today. There is an orgomization which made this
statement, "You give me a child till it is 8 years of age,
and it will not depart from our teachings.” When [
was a member of the Reorganized Church, I heard that
statement there. Why? Because by instilling teachings
upon the mind of a child, so endelibly, it is very hard
to erase, regardless of reasoning. Sometimes you will
find those who can reason things out, but refuse.

There are those who go about, today, striving to
tear up what exists, but they do not present enything
to take its place. One of them said to me, "Oh, the
Lord has to restore the gospel again.” Is there any-
thing in scripture to substantiate that? No. It isn't
there.

[ am going to be plain. We have made mistakes,
yves, but there is one way to overcome them: io teach
nity.

You cannot make a man do something against his
will. When you take the type of person that is in
the United States today and try to force him, telling
him thai he has to do thus and so, he throws up «
guard that is very hard to break down, if you breck
it down at all.

We find in Daniel where he was praying over
problems that confronted him; something that per-
1exm1 hlm, ond that pertained to the teachings of

He begon to fast; yes, he began ic fast cnd
y He ate some, but he didn't eat the choicest food.
It tells what he ate. The first day he received noth-
ing, the second, nothing; the third, nothing. Would vou

bescome discouraged?
"l could have come the first day, but the Prince of

Pershia withsicod me.”

“Q

"Do we give Satan his just dues? This is the way

are to overcome—by prayver. Are we sincers
encugh? Have we enough interest in this gospel that
has been restored fo us as a people? Not as o big
show.

we

In one place, the Master made this statement—""Let
rot thy left hond know what thy right hond doeth’ —
or words to that effect . I know of ong instance in «
where opposition existed, that absolutely had
averyone confused and upset. They were mesiing in a
conference, but just one person made it a subject of
prayer. He worked in a foundry, and he had to work
| = ate no food, whatsoever., | do not know
k anv water or not. It maokes no dif-
. . d and praved three days. Wh@n he

ived af that place, the Lord had brought about o
Y such that those things which confused did not
ler throughout the entire conference.

O;i

place,

Q

vou will find opposition wherever you will go.
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Yeg, there will be some that will be broken down, but
there are some that will not be broken down. We are
told that they will be removed; in just %bose words 160

It says in the 31d cbc{pter of Zephanich, T will tfiw
cut of your midst” those that will do thus and so. And
it says that among mem, there will be o "poor and

alflicted pecople” who shall "trust in th
Lerd.” It also says

"Beyvond the
the dau’“wcr ot
mq.

something else.

wort th

Lu\/,

ﬂ‘d"no io the teachings of i’h*\
ne sent his servants cut whil
cu go to every nation km:ire;,

Is that the way it worded
hey shall go as a witmess to all
ard the gospel, now the witness
: ycu ready to accept of #t?

it behooves those whom he chooses to teach,
i~

s:-é
i ,r>

wat was it the Master sald when he
his d 15@“&1@3 as he walked along the s
I will make vou fishers of men.” I
good today; are we golng o ftccp
going to say, well that is past. Is i
going to teach them?

We lind in reading the history of Paul as ¢
taken o Rome, as they were sailing along
gather the little

he wo ﬂd
children and tecch "Lhem of Jesus.
What bappened? The parents went o the guard and

said, moke this man siop that, we don't trust him.
The guard locked at them, smiled and said, "You
should o and see what he is teaching the children,
it will do you geed. He is harmless. He won't harm
anyone. That is exactly what he told them. So the
did. What did it do? It instilled a little confidence
in the people on that boat.

Then came the storm. The boat being wracked on
the Isle of Crete. What do you suppose hoppened?
As he tought those children and those peod@ on the
boat, he instilled within them confidence in him. As
the story went, as ’fn@y were on the Isle of Crete, they
immediately said, "Paul what shall we do?” No, they
didn't go 1o the guard.

]

Paul established o camp. Here the viper bii his
finger and he shcok it off, and no harm came to him.
He was able to set an hcurly thcrz around the camp,
and thereby establishing unity upon the Isle of Crete,
nade possible by a shipwreck and the power of God.
children.

i

“?

How? By the teaching of lttle
Y

What was his co missi on, as he wrote to Titus
*e was placed as Bis on the Isle of Crete:
nto every ﬂ]ty omd omam elders.” What had
dcne? There is something to look forward io.
here is a lesson for all of us. Let us start today,

Whert d"d it say in the 2Znd chapter of Proverbs,

is youndg,
That is

the 'Nf*ﬂd‘ can m-
Obout ition thczi cannot be
HNW By t mz’ (GGod seasoning that
7e teach, i will b@ SG mavhm ly stamped upon
inds that they will not, they cannot, depart

DR S ) TSR

BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD

my han ds

"‘y there has come into

alvation for the Dead.”

a fract en-

the first statemesnt found in the tra t Lx-

quote
cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit he con

not enter the kingdom of God.” John 3:5.

This scripture does not refer to those who are dead.
Jesus was specking to the living, those in human form,
not to the separated spirit, such as is the case with
the dead. When a person dies, his spirit is separated
from the body of flesh. It would be a stretch of imag-
ination to try to make it apply to those who were dead.

Every statement of Christ is vital to all mankind,
and all men must comply with the law governing sal-
vgtion sach person for himself, if they hope to attain

ernal life, Men and women muqt be "born again”,
cmd that birth is nowhere referred to as being o JO}(‘]
baptism or birth. It is not possible for such o thing as

proxy birth. The Qpcond birth, as referred to by \/hrmt
was like o the first, and um)ues only 1o those who

can in person comply with the law governing.

ucd u not confined fo this probation to bring about
o) We find, by re@dmg I Peter 3:18- 20 that
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Christ was "'put to death in the flesh, but quickened
(rmode alive by the Spirit {resurrected) by which ha
alse went and praach%i unio the spirits in prison.’ : r
It ’*qs besn reasoned D] some that Jesus went {o ths : of persons, of one person
rriscn house while his body wus in the tomb; this could } ;

e. He was to be thme JYS and mree nights in
f the earth )

e impossibilities that the gos-
uring the period of the thous-
hen and those who died with-
j irst resurrection, could
hat they al oul d hear the

receive

rie WS knd in
sundown, as the

was precched

i t
would it be heresy to conc
forth :

A

(,
jon
U
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Mormon, and the other commandments which | have
given them, not only to say, but to do according to that
which 1 have written, that they may bring forth fruit
meet for their Father's kingdom, ctherwise there te-
maineth a scourge, and a judgment ic be poured out
upon the children of Zion; for, shall the children of the
kingdom pollute my holy land? Verily I say unto you,
nay.” D. & C. R, 83:8; Utah, 84:5.

It might be well to find what those former command-
ments were.

"Now behold because of the thing you have desired
to know of me, I give unto you these words; Behold I
have manifested unto you, by my Spirit in many in-
stances, that the things which you have written are
true (Book of Mormon). Wherefore you know that they
are true; and if you know they are true, behold 1 give
unto you a commandment, that you RELY UPON THE
THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN, concerning my
church, my gospel, and my rock. Wherefore if you
shall build up my church, my gospel, and my rock, the
gates of hell shall not prevail against vou.” B. of C.
15:1-4, D. & C. R., 16:1.

This revelation was changed, words were added,
one of which was the word, “foundation’”, which was
not in the revelation when given. A foundation is that
which the main structure is built upon. The Book of
Mormon contains the fullness of the gospel, as also
does the Bible. They were that which was “written’.
The church was to be built in harmony with that which
was contained in the Bible and the Beck of Mormon,
not that which would be written ot some later date.

The pattern set forth in the Bible and Boock of Mor-
mon were: 'First apostles, secondarily, prophets,” elc.
Thus we {ind the Lord making choice of Cliver Cow-
dery and David Whitmer to be apostles, and they
were given the responsibility to “search ocut unio
twelve”.

These men were not permitted to choose out the
twelve or "unto” twelve. It has been, and is reasoned
that there were not sufficient men in the church ot that
time from which tc checose twelve; thal is not frue.
There never were twelve men that were more qualified
to be "special witnesses” to the coming forth of the
Book of Mormon, than were those who were permitied
to see and handle the plates from which the book was
translated; twelve in all, including Joseph Smith. It
seems they were not willing to follow the instructions
given by the Master as to building the church.

In the Bible, as well as in the Bock of Mormon, we
find that the Lord choose twelve who were to be
"special witnesses’’, and no place can we {ind where
a presidency of three were placed over the twelve.
Yet, we find by reading the history of those times
that a presidency of three were placed in the church
pricr to the cheoosing of the twelve, and neither Cow-
dery, nor Whitmer were the ones chosen or appointed
to search out the twelve and regardless of the fact
that the Lord said they were to be apostles with Joseph
Smith, vet neither of these men occupied in the council
of twelve., Who made the mistake, God or man? You
answer.

During the vear 1834, the name of the church wuas
changed from the "Church of Christ” to that of "The
Church of the Laiter Day Saints”. They made it man's
church when they tock from it the name of "Christ”,

and during the time the church went under the nome
of "The Church of Latter Day Saints,” apostles were
placed in, which was in 1835, Prior to that several
offices were developed, among them o presidency.
Thus, apostles were not first, as the apostle Paul point-
ed out: "For GOD hath set in the church, FIRST apos-
tles”, I Cor. 12:28.

As cited above, Christ chose twelve as the first,
after which he chose "other seventy”, no word of «
pregidency.

But there must have been o reason why such things
tock place. I would like for you to get your D. & C,,
and turn with me to Sec. 83:8; R.; 84:54, U.

"And your minds in times past have been dark-
sned because of unbelief, cnd because you have
treated LIGHTLY the things which you have received,
which vanity and unbelief hath brought the WHOLE
CHURCH UNDER CONDEMNATION. And this con-
demnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all;
and they shall remain under this condemnation until
they REPENT and remember the new covenant, even
the Bock of Mormon, and the former commandmenis
which I have given them, not only to say, but fo do
accerding io that which I have WRITTEN, that they
may bring forth fruit meet for their Father's kingdom,
otherwise THERE REMAINETH A SCOURGE AND A
TUDGMENT TC BE POURED OUT UPON THE CHIL-
DREN OF ZION; FOR, SHALL THE CHILDREN OF
THE XKINGDOM POLLUTE MY HOLY LAND? Verily

I say unto vou, nay.”

This revelation was given in September of 1832
it is quite evident that they did not repent and remern-
ber, for they were driven out within a short time, and
many were killed; the others suffering persecution
and hardships. They stopped at what wag known as
Far West, Mo., and atiempted to setile there, and in
an endeaver to appsase the Lord, thought to build a
temple; but they were driven from there and went to
Nlinois.

While in Nauvoc, they again changed the name of
the church. In 1838, they decided to call it "The Church
of Jesus Christ cf Latter Day Saints.”

In 1832, they were under condemnation ond were
driven out and scourged; repentance had not come,
for they were driven from Missouri. During the period
in which they were under 'condemnation”, and their
minds darkened, the name of the church was changed,
a presidency added, and other officers not found in
"that which was written”; and there were many inova-
tions which crept into the church.

We find such docirine as: Adam being God, he
coming to earth with one of his wives; also marriage
fcr eternity; polygamy; baptism for the dead.

We find no mention of baptism for the dead until
after they arrived in Illincis, and in 1841, that doctrine
was brought in. A temple was to be built, and o fount
for such o baptism was to be built, and the temple was
{0 be finished by a certain fime or the church would be
rejected with its dead.

That temple was not finished, and they were driven
out of Nauvoo following the assassination of Joseph
Smith, and the church was broken up and scattered.

The gates of hell did prevail against them, not the
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gospel, but those who had "treated lightly” the instruc-
ticn received.

It was just twelve vears from the time of their be-
ing placed under condemnation till they were scattered.
Some two hundred thousand had accepted the mes-
sage of the restoration; only a few stood the test of the
scourge that came.

In January 19, 1841 we find the first reference to
baptism for the dead, Sec, 107:10, R.; 124 U.

Evidently they had not repented for they were being
sccurged, and darkened minds produced those spur-
icus doctrines spoken of above. -

Baptism for the dead is not a gospel principle; nor is
mecrriage for eternity. Such things connot be sus-
tained by either the Bible or the Book of Mormon.

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not
acording to this word, it is because there is no light in
them.” Isa. 8:20.

The docirines referred io cannot be sustained by
the "'law or the testimony’’; therefore we must conclude
that God is not the author, but some other power is
the author. We, no doubt, would not be far wrong in
saying that Satom was the aquthor, as he works in and
through the minds that are darkened.

It might be well to apply the counsel of the Lord
to the Jews, to the people of the restoration:

“"Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith
the Lord,” Mal. 3:7.

The people of the Lord were scourged and driven
because they heeded not the counsel of the Lord, and
evil forces took advantage and led them astray. Such
has been the case in many instonces in the course of
history.

God had o purpose in restoring the gospel. Satan
was on the watch and entered in and disrupted; hin-
dered that which the Lord had designed, in restoring
the gospel.

"1 am the Lord, I change not’’; "Let God be true, but
every man o Har”’, would apply as well today as it did
at the time it was spoken.

“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word;, That
they oll may be ONE; as thou, Father, art in me, and I
in thee, that they ALSO MAY BE ONE IN US; that
the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” John
17:20-21. "The pecples of the restoration are far from
being one, and as a result have not caused the world
to believe that Christ was sent of God.

“"Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
Lord.” Isa. 1:18.

Why not lay aside those things that divide, and
seck the Lord in earnest prayer that he might show us
what is of him, and what is not. I con sure our prayers
would be cnswered.

All emphasis mine.
Yours in hope of final triumph,
WM. F. ANDERSON

HIS CHURCH? PROVE IT!

In human relationships, there are manvy groupings
of association. Some have employment as o basis;
some, sports; and others, school, geographic location,
kinship, according to the factor that binds them as
group into cur consideration.

The spaci’ic grouping which we regard here is that
which is characterized by Christian {aith.

We have come to call the affiliation of Christians,
“The Church’. And through the vyears since it was
first sc-called, "Church” has grown ito mean a thing
of power in itself. In cases, it has become a thing of
physical domain and authority.  While in some of
these things the Church is right, in part, still in others
it is sadly out of the way and drinks deep of the liquor
of unrightecusness.

The abiding power to represent God, which is the
basis for whotsoever rights the Church lays claim to,
is entirely contingent upon the faith and practice of
the cffiliants of the Church, and the continuing abode
of that powsr can be preserved and assured only by
such true foith and practice. God is not bound to any
institution among men that may, by the force of num-
bers, or the character of the influx of membership, be
altered from its orginol acceptable character ond
purpose. Christ was voluable in asserting the qualifi-
cations: "If they do the will of the Father”, "If they
love one another”, etc.

We may assert that the quadlifications listed by
Christ are those pertaining to individuals, but since the
church is “the collective body of Christioms” (Webster)
and its practice in the eyes of God represents the
orouped activities of the individuals of which it is
formed, truly the cautions to individuals become in-
struction to the whole.

From where we sit, it appears then, and we believe
it to be so, that the Church is the relationship between
Christians, and that its acceptability to God, and even
the quality of its being properly named, is contingent
unon Christian {aith and practice.

There are two ways that a Church is called o
Church of Christ: by men, ond by God. The latter
only is the proper consideration, for God is not bound
} s of men and only honors that which He con-

siders acceptable.

Thus, it readily becomes apparent that the appro-
val of God is the critical thing!  He is bound only when
we obey Him. Those seeking to be of the Church of
Christ cannot abondon the quest for perfection in
honesty, compassion, generosity, and love, for it is
by these things that we offer proper overiure to the
recognition of God, and the abiding presence of His
Spirit.  The resident power to represent God is con-
tingent upon that continued quest.

If we sincerely desire to be the Church of Christ,
in the eves of God, our course is plainly laid. There-
fore "not laying again the foundation”, let us proceed
through charity, compassion, love, and the other Chris-
tian graces, to be, in actudlity, the Church of Christ.

Fulfillment of prophecy cnd the other wonts of reli-
gious contention are not the earmarks of Christian
practice and in no wise can commeand the presence
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of God nor the evidence of His abiding power. Our
only acceptable course is to provide the living evi-
dence. And He who is faithful and irue will provide
the Spiritual recognition that is the wimess of the true
Church of Christ.

THOMAS 5. MALEY

— o

WITH THE CHURCH IN AN EARLY DAY

{continued from page 167)

From the time when this ifouchingly sweet and
pathetic poem was written, it has been the admiration
of the lsarned, the comliort of the humble, weary ones
of earth, and in the dark and cloudy day of latter
Israel's dispersion and captivity, it found « respense in
thousands of toil-worn and weary hearts. How came
they in o strange land, both former and latter Israel?
Disobedience had brought them there and while the
disobedient wended their way to a "salt land’ with
singing and dancing, it was not thus with the scattered
ones, for with heavy hearts they found it impossible
to sing songs of Zion in a strange land.

In a small villqge situated far up among the hills
of Pennsylvania, in an upper chamber, overlooking
the windings of a clear, beautiful river, one of those
exiles lay dying. It was the early hour of morning,
and the eastern sky was faintly tinged with rays of
light, growing brighter and brighter as the sun came
nearer into view. Daniel, for it was he, lay with his
face to the east, gazing upen the view through the open
window long and silently. By the bedside sai Mre.
Clark, changed since we first knew her, but with the
some deep thoughtful eves and placid brow as of yore
thcugh there were lines about the mouth and face be—
tokening much sorrow, lines not there when we met
her last.

"Mether, put the curtain further back,” said Daniel,
‘and let us see the sun when he rises: for I shall not
live to see him rise another day.”

Without rcply‘nq, she rose slowly cnd did as he
reque%thd and then arranged his pillows, g hi
head in the best position to obloin o view
tant hill.

"As the mountains are round about je TU,S\,UQL;, SO
the Lord is *ound about his people from he

even for ever,” he repeated slowly. 'There is comiort
in knowing that the mercies of the Lord are sure as
the everlasting hills. Those distant hills remind me of
the mountains of Jerusalem. | am glad, mother, that
my pilarimage is sc near its close: for | long to enter
into rest

“Your faith is firm and unwavering, is i
e
iel?

]
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"Yes, mother. I have been tried, but thank God, like
Job I can say, ‘T know my Redeemer liveth.’ Precious
knowledge! 1 shall soon test its re ahty—»ghcﬂl soon
pass the river and enter into the city. 1 regret to leave
ycu and father in your loneliness and old age, but be of

cod cheer, for the Lord will comiort vou; and vou,
mother will live to see his work again established in
the earth.”

"Pray Ged I may, for then I would be ready to go”’
she added with great earnestness.

‘

It will surely be, mother, and there was o tme

when I longed to live 1o see i, but of late, since I

have been so {ll, T have lost this desire, cnd I now
leng to depart and be with Christ. Margery, too, and
the baby, seem to be wdaiting for me, and the vell is
s0 thin that at any moment [ fsel as though it would
part and let me in.”’

For o time he lay silently regarding her, for her
head was bowed and her face averted. He seemed
to realize all that she was suffering, and he longed to
comfort her. "Mother”, he said, and his voice was
very tender, "You have known much sorrow, and
many hardships have fallen to your lot, but there is a
bloodstained throng standing near the throne of God,
who came up out of great tribulation, For this reason
they stand next the throne. All tears are dried there,
and there is no more sorrow. Cheer up, mother, for
he will strengthen vou to endure {o the end.”

"God bless you, my boy,” she said. “You have al-
ways been a loving and dutiful son to me, and my
heart is torn with pain to think of parting with vou
now.”

"It will not be for long mother, and now call father,
for I have something to say to him while I have
strength left.”

Mr. Clark came, and for some time Daniel con-
versed with him in reference to the work of God and
the future of the church; then the rest of the family
come in, for it was evident the final moment was very
near.

But why linger over scenes at once triumphant and
rainful?  Triumphant 1o him who feels the everlasting
arms beneath him, and knows that for him to die is
gain; but sad indeed to the liftle band whose numbers
are now qo small, where death has so olten entered,
claiming the brightest and best, the staff and stay of
those now far down the vale of life. Called sarly in
the work of the ministry, Daniel had been faithiul
the trust imposed upon him. He had fought o good
ht and had kept the faith.

In a beautiful spot overlooking the clear waters of
e %/QYIF“"’AU&BEQ thev laid his mortcd remains 1o rest.
eturn to dust in the dark silent bosom
of Mother Earin! Kindly and ferﬁarly she shelters her
weary children, waiting with them the fingl redemption
t herself, her sons and dauqhters from the {all, when
e who redesmed them "shall descend from heaven
with o shout, with the voice of the archangel and with
the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall riss
tirst.”  "Comliort ve one another with these words”
said one of old, and today, through the long lapss o
centuries, they come down to us heavy with the frag-
rance of hepe, and precious as the oil which ran down
upon Aaron’s beard. "The dead in Christ shall 1"59
first!”  What did not the ancient saints endure in order
to obtain this better resurrection.

th
s

There let th

Fi o

"They wers stoned, they were sown asunder, were
tempted, were slain with the sword; they wondered
aboul in sheepskins and goaisking, being destit
afflicted, tormen ted; of whom the worl d was not wortl
they wandered in deserts, anc
dens and caves of the earth.”

in mountain

Heow had this familv wandered since first we t
hem, and for what? We answer, for the same hope




November, 1952

ZION'S ADVOCATE

Page 175

hich had inspired the people of God in all ages, that
which led them to refuse deliverance from trials
by the faithful endurance of which they knew they
should obtain the promise. “Blessed and holy is he
thet hath part in the first resurrection; on such the
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him o thous-
and vyears.”

One other page from this history and we close.
One vear after the death of Daniel, a little handful of
is wers met together in o room in the same village
or the purpose of prayer and testimony. It waos o
colm, peaceful Sabbath day, and o quiet rested upon
all animate nature.

Over the little assembly a solemn feeling of awe
settled, as they listened attentively to the testimony
cf an aged man, who, bent and feeble, learned for sup-
port upon the post of o bed from which he had risen
in bear his farewsl] testimony to the truth of the latter-
doy work. Those were there who knew of the heavy
tricgls through which this aged man had passed, and
they listened intently, fearful that o word of his dying
testimony might be lost. The evening sun shone in
through the open door and rested tenderly upon his
white locks, while a foint breeze just lifted them from
his shrunken temples. Two are vet living of those who
composed that little band, and by them neither the
scene nor the testimony will ever be forgotten.

“Gird up now the loins of your minds, beloved
Saints, and put your entire trust in God, for the Lord
will remember his people, * * * and bring back the
scattered ones who ore now dispersed over the face
of the earth. Yea, he will bring them back, and they
shall build cgain the waste places of Zion which have
been thrown down, and with everlasting mercy he will
comfort them. As for me, [ shall soon be gathered to
my fathers, for my hours on earth are numbered. I go
ic my rest, and my dying counsel to you is, Hold fast
to the rod of iron’. We have not followed any cunning-
ly devised scheme of man, and our faith has not stood
in mon's wisdom. Sorrow, dispersion, and weeping
may endure for o night, but the morning is near and
healing is on her wings. 'Let not your hearis be froub-
led’, dear wile of my bosom and children whom 1 love.
I leave you in o strange land, for from kindred ond
home, but the God who spoke to me yedrs ago con-
cerning the coming forth of this work, the God who has
od me oll my life long, has given me assurance that
e will be with vou, ond in his care I leave you. Be
aithful in his service ond he will never forsake you.

have seen the flock scattered as sheep without o
shepherd, but God has his eye upon them and will
gather them up, and ‘ot evening time it shall be light.
Fear not beloved Saints, but put your trust in God.
Fully realizing that I shall scon appear before him, 1
have longed with great desire to leave my dying
testimony with you. This is God's work. Be faithful to
the end ond he will teward vou with everlasting life
amen.”’
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The trembling voice ceased, ond loving hands
helped him to the pillow, and at his request they sang
one of Zion's songs, but their hearts were heavy, ond
iis notes died away in smothered sobs. It was not
sasy for faith to triumph when hearts were wrung with
bitterness, and the last prop cnd stay of life for some
of those were being removed.

he hours wore on, and one by one the
ends sought their homes, for Mrs. Clark desired to be
one with her husband. Darkness settled upon the
arth, but the dorkness of despair was closing round
her heart, and her silent cry to heaven was, "'Let this
cup poss n me." This was not to be. But again
why linger? Rest came to the sufferer and they laid
him By the side of Domiel, while the living went back
to take up the burden of life anew.
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Mrs. Clark now found herself a widow in the midst
strangers, without a home or means of support.
any times she asked herself the question, "Shall I
able to stand and keep the faith?” She had always

end fall by the way now that his strong arm was no
lenger to protect and support her, his counsel to direct
and cheer her; but she lived to test and prove the
sruth of his words who has promised to be "o father of
the fatherless, ond a judge of the widows,” and to
know that he will never suffer any to be tempted above
what they are able to bear. Though life to her was
no flowerstrewn path, she lived to rejoice in the re-
oracnization of the church, and to spend many hours
in peaceful communion with His people before she
passed away from eurth; and many are yet living
who were strengthened cand cheered on their way by
her testimonies. Before she entered into her rest, she
was permitted to see the crown which awaited her, and
died triumphantly rejoicing in her Redeemer.

In her becutiful poem, "The Graves of a House-
hold,” Mrs. Hemans has said:

"They grew in beauty side by side,
They filled one house with gles;

Their graves are sundered far and wide,
By mountain, stream, and sea.”

And the description will apply to the family of Mr.
Clark. But at the last day, when “'the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout,” we are as-
sured “the dead in Christ shall rise first.”

Smoll matter then, where shall be resting "the
ecrthly house of this tabernacle,’ for he who lived
and died to sstablish this gospel will bring with him
these who are his, and then shall oll those who have
suliered tricls and persecution lor his name's sake
know the meaning of those words, “For our light afflic-
tion, which is but for a moment, worketh for us o for
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

(THE END)
s e e
WATCH YOUR THOUGHTS
May your thoughts be kind and true,
Always cheerful, never blue.
Weigh vour thoughts through oand through;
For we know what thoughts will do.

Moy they not be full of strile,
For your thoughts will guide your life,
As we paddle cur own COnoe;
For Juu see what thoughts will do.
our thoughts must ever be your guide,
As on through this life you stride.
Be ever honest, and ever frus,
For you see what thoughts will do.
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For if you walk or if you ride,

Your thoughts from God vou cannot hide.
Be ever {aithful and ever frue,

For you see what thoughts will do.

Be ever cheerful, never sad,
Always happy, adways glad;
Make others happy, cheerful, too,
For you see what thoughts will do.

Let your thoughts guide you every day.
May they keep vou in the narrow way,
May they be sweet, and pure, 100,
For you see what thoughts will deo.

May our thoughts be good and pure,
For the many trials we must endure.
If we are one of the faithful few,
We must remember what thoughts will do.

Our thoughts in Him must abide
As daily He walks by our side;
And for His sake we should be true,

For we see what thoughts will do.

Build for tomorrow by what we say,
Mdake others better by our lives today,
Help make cur brother's skies blue,
For we know what thoughts will do.

And now I close with this request:
That we always think of the very best:
As you think of me and I of you,
Fer well we know what thoughis will do.
CLYDE W. FLLIS
McClelland, Iowa
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OBITUARY

Eliza Hedrick Dexter was born March 25, 1910 ot
Gardner, Kansas, a daughter of James A. and Estella
R. Hedrick. She passed from this life Seplember 28,
1952 at the age of 42 years.

Sister Dexter was married to Paul E. Dexter Decem-
ber 13, 1920 and to this union were born three sons.

She was baptized af the age of eleven into the
Church of Christ,

Before her marriage she taught school in Kansas
for three years and was always actively interested in
educational and social activities especially among
young people.

Surviving are her husband and three sons:
Duane, William Russell, and Paul Fugen . /4
the home, 512 South Main Street, Independence, Mo.:
her mother, Sister Estella Hedrick, Independence, Mo.;
four sisters, Rosalie Davis, Chicago, Ill.: Ellen Meck-
ling, Bartlesville, Okla.; Winifred Honson, Schell City,
Mo.; ond Darlene Utterbach, Independence, Mo.:
seven brothers, Granville N. Hedrick, Independence,
Mo.; Cecil S. Hedrick, Walnut, Kemsas: James A, Hed-
rick, Horton, Mo.; Russell L. Hedrick, Schell City, Mo.;
Poul M. Hedrick, Duluth, Minn.; David P. Hedrick,
&@edspcri, Ore.; and Joseph N. Hedrick, Sugar Creek,

0.

Funeral services were held at the Waotson Memorial
Church ond burial was in Mound Grove Cemetery.

OBITUARY

Deep sorrow came to the little group of saints ot
Ava, Missouri when news of the passing of our be-
loved Brother Lester Burgin became known among us.

Brother Burgin had been suffering for some time
with a heart ailment, which had recently became more
severe. He, however, had continued his work, ol
though his associates, who worked with him stated
that, recently, he had to stop many times during the
day and rest. He never complained, and his friend-
ly smile and hearty greeting concealed from his host
of friends his real suffering.

He retired for the night, Wednesday, evening, Sep-
tember 24, feeling as well as usual. After he had been
asleep, some time, he awoke, and being thirsty, he
arose to get himself a drink. Shortly afterward, he
complained of having a pain in his chest. This grew
steadily worse, and within a very short time he passed
from this life to sleep till the dead who are asleep in
lesus, shall awake to be with Christ forevermore.

Lester Elison Burgin was born July 6, 1906 on the
farm his grandfather had homesteaded near Basher,
Misscuri. He was the son of Elder Grant and Easter
Burgin. He united with the Reorgonized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints when he was twelve
yvears old, June 9, 1918, and continued with that Church
until 1932 when he transferred his membership to the
Church of Christ.

He married Miss Dorthea Burris, November 22, 1925,
and to this union were born seven children; four girls
and three boys; Lula Easter Reser, of Ava, Missouri:
Lela Ina Hedge, of Ava, Missouri; Dortha LaVerno
Walker, of Topoenish, Washington; Ruth Lena Gass, of
Davenport, lowa; Lester Grant Burgin, of Ft. Bliss,
Texas; and Wayne Wesley and Jerry Marl at home
with their mother ot Ava, Missouri.

Brother Burgin's mother died when he was ten vears
cld and his father passed away November 2, 1951, He
leaves to mourn his departure his wife, Sister Dorthea
Burgin, and his four girls and three bovs and seven
grandchildren; two brothers, William Burgin of Ava,
Missouri and Everett Burgin of Washington: three sis-
ters, Sr. Nellie Downing, Mrs. Sadie Seley, and Mrs.
Bessie Detherage; one uncle, S. O. Burgin, of Spring-
tield, Missouri.

He passed away from this life September 25, 1952,
at the age of 46 years, 2 months and 19 days, of his
home just a short distonce from the spot where he was
born, his whole life was spent in the community and
he found a resting place among the hills he loved so
much in the Basher cemetery, near the place of his
birth, there o await the coming of his Lord and Master,
when the graves shall be opened, and those who sleep
shall awake to grest their Lord and King,

The funeral services were held in the Clinkingbedard
Funeral Home at Ava, Missouri, October 1; Apostle
Arthur M. Smith was in charge and preached io the
lorge congregation of his friends and associaies on the
question of the resurrection of the dead. The music

was furnished by the Church of Christ group.

Brother Burgin was one of the first to join the Church
of Christ in this locality, and remained o staunch def-
ender of the same to the end.
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