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¢¢ And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost,’’—I1 Nephi 3:187.
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The Golden Tree of Heaven

There's a Golden Tree in Heaven
And its tender blossoms fall

To every lonely needy heart

When it answers love's high call—

The Heart within the Golden Tree
Hears each lonely vearning prayer
And sends a tender rainbow down
For the needy heart to wear.

The little Golden Stars shine bright

So the forlom one con find

The pathway Home, from cut the night
To God's tender Love all kind.

The Golden Tree bears mystic fruit
(From it pours the Golden Wine)
And in the "stillness” one can hear
Music of the spheres divine.

When the heart once hears this music
They will no more lonely be,

As they become o note of joy

In Ged's endless Symphony.

Yes, the Golden Tree of Heaven

Hears each sincere heart's deep praver
{And from its Golden Treasure Chest)
Leaves a promised rainbow there.
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THE UNITY WHICH IS GOD

or
Keys from the scripture which con unlock the under-
standing to a greater degree, concerning God. if
properly applied by the Holy Spirit's help, which
brings about a harmony within the Holy Writ.

In a sense, it seems foolish for poor, weak, erring
man to undertake to describe an infinite Being which
is God, our Creator. And presumptuous, too, is that
man who does s0 in going bevond the bounds of that
which is revealed in the written Word, UNLESS the
HOLY Spirit (note emphasis on the word, Hely) sheds
greater light. But there is o safeguard by which we
may know whether that revealing light is Hoely or other-
vwise. It is found in Isalah 8:20:

"To the law and to the testimony: i they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is no light
in them.” )

Though God does reveal further truths to him who
secks, He (God) will never contradict a {former siate-
ment, 80 we are sale in measuring by thal which is
given for cur "profit and learning.”

Our quolations will be from the King James trans-
lation of the Bible and the ""Authorized Edition” of the
Book of Mormon.

To the writer, it seems that the clearest statements
to be found in either of these books, if we should limit
it o o single letter or discourse, is in the Gospel wce-
cording to St. John. The first words spoken there out-
line the theme of the whole, as it reveals the majesty
of a sublime personage who is worthy of all the proise
and adoration which belongs to God. Listen:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, ond the Word was Ged. The same was
in the beginning with God. All things wers made by
Him; and without Him was not anything made that

vas made.”

It should be obvious that the Word here referred 1o
was not merely that which was spoken, but was in-
deed g personuge, separaie and distinet. No one will
deny that this is the Christ, for it goes on to say in the
14th verse that:

Yeethe Word was made flesh, ond dwelt among

us.
Now it says: "In the beginning was the Word.”

In the beginning of WHAT? Could it mean any-
thing but the beginning of God's crection? Not
the creation of the physical world, but of ol things as
they were created in the spirit.

Read the first and second chapters of Genesis, and
vou will see that God created in "six days’ all things:
heavens, earth, all living things, including man, male
and female, and on the seventh "day’’, He rested from
His labors. And it goes on io say in chapter two,
verses four and five:

“These are the generations of the heavens and of
the earth when they were created, in the day that the
Lord God made the earth and the heavens, And every
piant of the field before it was in the earth, and every
herb of the field before it grew—."
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And after the creation of all things, including man,
it says "God formed man of the dust of the ground—
and man became a living soul.”

So there was first o spiritual creation, and then phy-
sical. The Inspired Tremslation, or version of the Bible
goes into much greater detail.

Again: Christ was the beginning of the creation,

and Paul tells us the same very clearly in Collossions
1:15-19:

“Who (Christ) is the image of the invisible God.
the firstborn of every creature: for by him were aoll
things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones
or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him and for him: and he is before oll
things, and by him oll things consist. And he is the
head of the body, the church: who is the beginning,
the firgtborn Irom the dead; that in all things he might
have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father
that in him should ol fulness dwell.”

Jesus referred to himself as "the beginning and the
end”, "the first and the last”, "Alpha and Omega”. He
was the "Only Begotten Son of God” (see John 3:18;

I John 4:9).

Since He is the beginning of the creation of God
(the Father), He, in the same sense, is the "end”, the
“last”, the "Only Begotten”

Truly, there is but one “begoften Son” of the
Father, but just as truly there are other begotien sons
of God, else why should we be called the 'sons of
God" as vou may see in [ John 3:1-2. If we are the
sons of God, we were "begotien”, cnd some one “be-
got” us. Why of course—it was Christl Then, He
being the only one who may properly be known as
"THE only begotien Son'', indicates verv clearly that
some one also "begot” Him.

When was He "begotten”? At the time of His vhy-
sical birth? Yes, but also before thot tfime—indeed, be-
fore ime was! Time belongs to man; not God. Thus
it is that Alma speaks of "the only begotten of the Fa-
ther, who is without beginning of day or end of years”
(See Alma 9:73). I his "begetting” were only at the
phvsical birth, how then is He "without beginning of
days or end of vears”? It is only necessary to see
that the scriptures clearly show that the Son did exist
before His earthly appearance. Many texts have been
offered, but one will suffice. A reading of the entire
first chapter of Ether reveals this fact. It specks of
Jared ond his brother, who lived mony hundreds of
vears before the birth of Christ. Jared's brother was so
full of icith that the Lord could not withhold His appear-
ance, which was in the Spirit, but He said, "I shall take
upon me flesh and blood” and agaoin:

Behold, T am he who was prepared from the founda-
tion of the world to redeem my people. Behold, I am
Jesus Christ. I am the Father and the Son.

We wish io onalyze this statement a little later, but
first we wish to quote from the first chapter of Hebrews,
which shows, unequivocally, a specific relationship
between two beings—a Father, ond a Son—and that
before the world was:

"God . . . hath in these last days spoken untoc us

by His Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds; who (Christ) being
the brightness of his (Father) glory, and the express im-
age of his person, and upholding «ll things by the word
of his power, when he had by himself purged cur sins,
sat down con the right hand of the Majesty on high;
being made so much better than the angels, as he
hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name
them they. For unto which of the angels said he (Fath-
er) at cny Hme, thou art my Son, this day have I be-
gotten thee? And again, 1 will be to him o Father,
and he shall be to me o Son? . . . But unto the Son he
saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever: . . . Thou
hast loved rightecusness, and hated iniquity; therefore
God, even THY God, hath anocinted thee with the oil
cf gladness above thy fellows, and, Thou, Lord, in the
beginning hast laid the foundation, of the earth; end
the heavens are the works of thine hands.”

There is, perhaps, an even sharper distinction in
the 13th chapter of II Nephi, ond we offer verses 18
and 19 as preof: words given by the Spirit ioc Nephi:

"But behold, my beloved brethren, thus came the
voice of the Son unio me, saving, . . . And [ heard «
voice from the Father, saving, Yea, the words of my
beloved are true and faithful.”

Thus far, we believe we have plainly shown that
there are two in the Godhead (Father and Son), but by
this we do not intend ic do viclence fo the fact that
there is also a third member, maoking o trinity, and yet
we plan io show that there is ONE God as mentionad
so numercusly in ocur Books.

Concerning this third Persen, which is the Holy
Ghost, Jesus said:

“But the Comiorter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring ol things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto vou.”

The three bear record of each other, as seen in
111 Nephi 5:33:

“And I bear record of the Father, and the Father
beareth record of me, ond the Holy Ghost beareth
record of the Father and me, ond I bear record that
the Father commandesth all men, everywhere, 1o repent
and believe in me.”

Finally, we have the vision given to Nephi, page 27,
and we quote from verse 50:

"For 1 spake untc him as a mon speaketh; for 1
beheld that he was in the form of o man; vel, never-
the less, | knew that it was the Spirit of the Lord: and
he spake unto me as a man speaketh with another.”

This was no one but the Spirit of the Lord, or the
Holy Ghost, as he is called. In verses 43 and 44, the
Spirit cried, in praise:

"Hozanna to the Lord, the most high God; for he is
God over all the earth, veq, even above «ll.  And
blessed art thou, Nephi, because thou bslievest in the
Son of the most high God.”

A multitude of texis might be brought to bear on

this phase of the subject, but we wish to present just
two more ond trust that the reader is broadminded
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enough to accept truth as contained in words as clear
as the humaon mind can couse it 1o be expressed. The
first of these texts is found in Daniel 7:9, 10, 13, 14

"1 (Daniel) beheld till the thrones were cast down,
cnd the Ancient of days did sif, whose garment was
white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure
wool: his throne was like the flery flame, and his
wheels as burning fire. A flery stream issued and came
forth from before him: thousond thousands ministered
unto him, and ten thousand times fen thousand stood
before him: the judgment was set, and the bocks were
opened. . .. I saw in the night visicns, and, beheld, one
like the Son of man came with the clouds ol heaven,
and come to the Ancient of days, and they brought
him neqr before him. And there was given him do-
minion, and glory, ond o kingdom, that «ll people,
nations, and languages should serve him: his dominion
is an sverlasting dominion, which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroved.”

Cur second text is similar, and is found in the [ourth
ond fifth chopters of Revelation. John, also saw cne
siting upon o magnificent throne, being surrounded

with 1ost unimaginable glory. Beginning with verse
one, chapter five, John relates:

"And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on
the throne o book written within and on the backside,
sealed with seven seals. And I sow o sirong ange
proclaiming with o loud voice, Who ig worthy o ©
the book, and 1o looss the seals thereci? And no:
in heoven, nor in eurth, neither under the sarth, was
able to open the book, nsither to look therson. And
cne of the elders scith unto me, Weep not; behold,
the Lion of the iribe of Judah, the Root of David {Jesus
Christ), hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose
the seven seals thereof. And [ beheld, and, lo, in the
midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the
midst of the elders, stoed o Lamb as it had been slain,
having seven horns and seven eves, which are the
seven spirit of God sent forth into oll the earth. And
He came ond tock the book cut of the right hand of
him that sat upon the throne... And when he had taken
the book, the four beasts and four and tweniy elders
foll down before the Lamb, having every one of them
harps, and golden vidals full of odours, which ars the
pravers of sainis. And they sung a new song, saying,
Thou art worthy 1o take the bock, and to open the seals
thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to
God by thy bloed ocut of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our
God kings and priests: ond we shall reign on the

14

earin.

nan

These words need no comment, sc we pass on io
another phase of this subject.

As our purpose is to find harmony within the scrip-
tures, it will be well fo examine some texts which
SEEMINGLY contradict those which we have dlready
given—these claerly show « plurality of beings com-
prising the Godhead.

Here are those which might seem to "speck’ other-
wise:

"Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord.”
—Deut. 6:4.

”. .. For there is one God; and there is none other
but he."—Mark 12:32.

“"Thus saith the Lord the King of Israsl, and his re-
deemer the Lord of Hosts; T am the first, and I am the
last; and beside me there is no God. . . . Is there a God
beside me? vea, there is no God; [ know not any.”—
Isaich 44:6-8.

"And now Abinidi said unto them, I would that ye
should understand that God himselt shall come down
among the children of men, and shall redsem his peo-
ple; and because he dwelleth in flesh, he shall be
called the Son of God: And having subijected the flesh
to the will of the Father, being the Father and the Son;
the Father because he was conceived by the power of
God; and the Son, because of the flesh; thus becoming
the Father and Son: and they are one God, vea, the
very eternal Father of heaven and of earth; and thus
the flesh becoming subject to the Spirit, or the Son fo
the Father, being one God, suffereih tempiation, and
vieldeth not to temptation, but suffereth himself to be
mocked, and scourged, and cast out, and disowned by
his people. —Bock of Mormon, p. 251.

1

“l am in the Father and the Father in me
Book of Mormon p. £628.

"Behold, I am Jesus Christ. I am the Fother and
the Son.” Book of Mormon p. 721

These are sufficient for our purpose. May we en-
deavor to produce some clarifying thoughts:

Jesus Christ is the Father—our Father—because He
created us: He is our Redeemer and our God. This is
not to say He did not also have a Father, who is our
Father, too. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Jacob's sons
were all "{athers” of the children of Israsl

Jesus Christ is the Father and the Son-—the Son, not
just because of the flesh, but being the "Only Begotten
of the Father.”

Abinidi said He was the Father because he was
conceived by the power of God.” If we say there is
only one person in the Godhead, this statement makes
no sense whaisoever, for it would indicaie that the
Father, who had no beginning, was conceived, or did
have a beginning, by the power of God! What a ridi-
culuous statement in that sensel

Listen again to Abinidi: "And thus God brecketh
the bonds of death; having gained the victery over
death: GIVING the Son power to make intercession for
the children of men.”

Was the Son an intercessor during His early life,
only, or may He still interceed in behalf of the children
of men? And before whom does He intercede? Him-
self?

Jesus Christ IS in the Father and the Father in Him.
He was with the Father from the beginning and under-
stood perfectly, the will of the Father, and He said:
"I do always those things that please Him.”—{John
8:29).

When Christ spoke to the Israelites telling them
there was no God beside him, He did so because they
had sought after "other” gods, made graven images,
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etc., ond He wanted to impress upon them that the
works of their hands could not save them, but in Him
alone was that power. There is still ONE God, though
more than cne person. I, indeed, their wills were in-
compatible, or at any degree of variance, there would
truly be more than one God, but it is not so.

May we kindly offer the “master” key, we believe,
which is held forth by the Lord himself:

And now, O Father glorify thou me with thine own
sell with the glory which 1 had with thee before the
worid was. ... I\Wlmer pray I for these alone, but ’or
them also which shall believe on me through thei
word; that they oll may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and [ in thee, THAT THEY ALSO MAY BE ONE IN

US: that the world may believe that thou haost sent
me.”—john 17:5, 20, 21.
Here is the "myvstery’ of the unity, or oneness,
which is God
WILLIAM SHELDON

Collbran, Colorado
June 27, 1931
Dear Brother Sheldon:

Brother Bobertson asked me to make o report of our
rﬂunlor' but I remonstrated that I could not do it as well
as it should be done. | soy any more to him

! ;uTCJO! to
about i, so I don't know whether some one else will
moke the report.

If so, just ignore thls but just the
same 111 send i, in case it is expected of me.
We hod o wonderful time. We thought that you
might be able to be with us.

[ have wonted to tell vou for a long time that I en-
oy the Advocate so much since you have ioken over
the job as Editor, Of course T have always enjoyed it,
except when have had trouble, but for some reason I
have enjoved it more the last vear.

We all met with the same desire, to serve God and
do His will, ond as a result we enjoved o spiritucl
feast of good things.

e happy by o short visit with Brother
on on their way home from MC}Q\,O.

We were mad
nd S‘Srr Wheat 1

he visits by our missionories give us added s gth
T,h\m we are so much is 1

[
T+
ir

Your sister in Christ,
IRENE SHAW
REPORT OF COLORADO REUNION

“Ii there be therefore ocmy consolation in Christ, if
any comfort of love, if any elbwship of the Spirit, if
any bowc:l% ond mercies, {uliill ve my joy, that ve be
like-minded, having the same love, K}(“:L ng of one wc-
f sne mind,—(FPhil, 2:1-2) L T

cord o

As I read these words it brought o mind the Re-
union held ot Grand Junction on the western slope of
the Rocky Mountains of Colorado June 8, 9 and 10 ot
the T. R. Ely home

We all met with the same desire, o serve God and
to do His will, and as o result we enjoved o spiritual
feast of good things.

As usual, our days started with praver and testi-

mony meetings.
young pecple

It was a joy to hear so mony of our
testify of their faith in God.

We were fortunate to have four of our ancstles with
us: Brother Arthur Smith, Ava, Mo.; Brother B. 1. Rob-
ertson, Salt Lake City, Utah; Brother T. E. Barton, Hay-
den Colo.; and Brother James E. Yates, San Diego, Cali-
fornica.

Again this year, we did not have time for all of the
ministers who were present to speak. Those we were
crivileged to hear were: Apostle James FE. Yates,
Apostle Arthur M. Smith, Brother Hubert Yates, Lecn
Yates, Bob Williard, Ed. McIndoo, Don Melndoo, cmd
Brother Oren Caviness.

On Sunday, during the Sacrament service, Bro. Ed.
Mclndoo was ordained an elder, and Edith Trene
Downs, baby daughter of Archie and Sister Morgie
Downs was blessed by Brother R. R. Robertson assisted
by Brother Marvin Elv.

At 2:30 on Sunday, Brother Tom Barton, Jr., ond
Anna Mas Movmgston ware united in marricage by
Tom's father, Apostle Thomas E. Barton, ass isted by
Brother B. R. Roberiso*z Bob Barton, Tommy's Brother
and Anna Mae's sister were attendomnis.

It is our sincere wish that these young people have
a long and hoppy life together. Sister Loura Bmﬁ‘mn
Tom's mother, was unable to attend because of -
ness.

Sister Patsy Yates had charge of the music ‘311”’17
the reunion. Qur thanks go out to her {for deing such
a grand job, as it is quite a large task and requi
lot of time.

S

We were happy for evervone who came and missed
those whom we knew womied to be there but could not
attend.

Cn Monday, all those who could stay another day
came to our house at Collbran and spent the alternoon
and evening. We just wish they could have stayed
longer.

I am sure thot we were all strengthened as a result
of our reunion and good Hmes together, and we are
locking forward to another reunion next yvear.

As o rule, it is exira warm at Grand Junction in
Tune, but the last two years, the weather man has
played tricks on us and has given us some cold and
unpleasant weather, so next vear we will probably
meet later in the summer.

We oll say, THANK YOU, to Brother and Sisie

Ted Ely for their hospitality and for furnishing « nlcvcf

for us to meet.
IRENE SHAW.

1001 ;{fmn‘bcﬂ
Caldwell, Idahn

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

I have been thinking of writing a few lines 1o ¢
Advocate and LO iei you how much 1 =11
services while at the conference. 1 wish
enough io Worbh ip s L’[h vou each _;ord
reading the writings from different ones.

the pleasure of aiiending the Church o

7 alzo had
Christ Re-
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union at Bro. and Sister Ely's near Grand Junction,
Colo., ond mesting some more good Church of Christ
people. I thought the services were wonderiul and io
hear and see so many of the young psople ready to
bear testimony for our Lord Gnd Saviour Jesus Christ.
I am sending in o little poem | }Jrownocd Bro. Rober on
I would write if you will publish it along with Z‘”V
ter.

Your Sister in Christ,
MRS, MAUDE INGLE

memories of the Conference
And the Reunion where we oll went
And 1o hear God's people preach His gospel

=d every word from

Precious

iay

W

t Moy Concern:

eing the rites of this
. Anderson.

.l

o~ SO T s e - ~
e both members of

f‘s/f, Va.

We enjoy reading the Advocaie very much and it
is a great help 1o us.

Sincerely, Your Sister

Church of Christ,
MRS. BRERTHA GOFF

July 30, 1951
Dear Advocate Readers:

Will write o few lines to the Advocate, as I lock

forward to its coming every month and enjoy reading
it.

I am strong in the {aith and have been wonderfully
blessed in heolth and spirituclly. What o becutiful
thing to know we have a Father to go {o in time of
frouble.

I gm frying to overcome the things that come my
way to hinder me; things which maoke me shudder ot
’[imPS' but still I am pressing on. If we put our trust
in the Lord, we will be blessed.

It has been only o short time since Bro. and Sr.
Robertson were with us. He gove us wonderful ser-
mons. We enjoved their stay as we always do, ond
look forwaord to their return in September. It gives me
great joy when they come our way.

Bro. and Sr. Yates visited in my home several years
ago. We enjoved their stay so much. My compomion
was living of that time, but he has gone on belfore. He
waos shrong in the {aith,

We have o church to worship in, now. We are
trving to build up and have been wonderfully blessed
in our work, Still weak, we need the pravers of all of
hrist’'s people.

It has been some time since [ wrote 1o the
Advooa go, il this escapes

ie i
come again. I dearly love 1o read the Ady

Your Sister in Christ,

ELLA PASCHALL
Route Z, Purvear, Tenn.

ITEMS OF PERSONAL INTEREST

oniacting  varlous Readers of the Advocole
e Siaies in our recent missionary jourmey-
, circumstances prevented us from mesting some
of mom personally.  Sister Howard W. Briggs, of
E ad City, Idahe, and Bro. D. A, Wright, of Jackso

;1@, Oregon, are two of these, whom we were un-
able to meet. Neither this Sister, m}r this Brother, cre
as vet members of the Church of Christ: but we are

encouraged to hope that they DOLh soon shall be. We
offer here, Sister Briog's letter for the Advocate, ond o

statement from o letter from Brother Wright, Both let
ters we have
1jome here in

just recsived upon our return to our
on this date of ﬁw*uq,‘a 1,

Scm Diego,
after our travels o

f*vo months on wh

¢uu4, 3
we started 1o our last April's blessed General szfer-
ence

Apostle James E. Yates, ond Wie, Irene T. Yotes

(Sr. Brigg's Le tter Follows}

Mdalad City, Idaho
Tuly 28, 1951
Dear Brother and Sister Yates:

I received vour letter and ’ieieq:ram and was very
grateful for the hope they both have given me. 1 do
believe in the Bible and the Book of Mormon, cnd also
the Book of Commandments.

There is a ‘lot I do not understond, but through the
help of the Advocate | do undersiand some: and I do
believe what is written.

Still, when I think about taking the step to be bap-
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tised, | hesitate, for I am afraid T do not have enough
faith to ccarry me through the years aghead.

1 am very grateful to you for letting me know that
I can, when I think I am ready, send word to you, and
the church will send a minister Divinely cuthorized to
cnswer my need to be baptized.

Gratefully vours,
MRS. HOWARD BRIGGS

(An Extroct from Bro. D. A. Wright's Letter)
Jacksonville, Oregon
Tuly 15, 1951
Dear Brother and Sister Yates:

I received vyour letter the 12th, and was very glad
to hear from vou. I am o miner, and I live about 40
miles west of Medford. But this is a rough country up
here, and there are mony logging frucks on the road,
so I would not want you to drive up here.

*

* I wish io be baptized. 1 mav be able ic go

where there is a Church of Christ this Fall.
Your Brother in the Faith of Christ,
D. A, WRIGHT

Dear Elder Sheldon:

o

3
5

This is am inspired litlle and T {esl it is m
for the Advomﬁc. I have many poems | was inspire:
to write since | came into the Church of Christ, but [ d
not meon to impose by sending them to vou unles
vou con use them.

reem

ca Q QJ

I did not know who the editor was until Brother
Don came and wrote it down for me. | have sent some
of the poems to Elder Case knowing he would give
them {o vou.

I must tell vou I have a deep impression that our
Church is going to RISE INTO THE FULLNESS that was
mecnt 1o be, and.-we here in cur little local have re-
solved 1o show the world what we can do in cur Love
for Christ. Pray for us, as we have to start on the ruins
of the old foundation, and build strong on the solid
rock that we will not fall again. We have only o
few members but we have talked on these matllers,
and we are determined to show whaot love can do.

Aogain 1 ask vour kind pravers for us.
Very

sincerely vyour Sister in Christ,

GRACE SPRING LAU
2907 McDermott St
Musksgon, Michigan

"} 2l
i

he poemn mentioned above appears on the
1

1 front
PR P :
page of this issue of Zion's Advocaie).

INDEPENDENCE ITEMS

The great flood disaster which struck this commu-
nity during the past month has awakened the people
o the power and wrath of God. Some will remember
it and be wamed, but too many will forgst gs scon as
the aftermath is clecmed up, and will forget that God

is in His heaven and will be served. We are thankful
thet so far He has spared us the dread typhold epi-
demic that was threatened.  In Independence very little
suffering was caused. There were some sswers that
backed up in basements cnd some of us had no water
at all in the faucets for two davs and were obliged to
haul whatever water we used from wherever we could
find it. We realize it would have taken very little more
to have necessitated the evacuation of the entire com-
/numty of Greater Kansas City which includes Indepen-
dence. As it was, only a few lives were lost although
the property damage was huge.

Bro. B. C. Flint spent a few days in the hospital for
freatment of an cld disorder before returning, with Sr.
Flint, to his mission ﬁeid Bro. W. F. Anderson is also
in the field. Bro. C. L. Wheaton ond Bro. J. M. Cuase
held o series of meetings at Cowgill, Missouri, before
Bro. and Sr. Wheaton went on with their work among
the Indians, which ot this time has taken them East

During the meetings at Cowgill, Mo., Bro. and Sr.
Ray Bryont were rewarded for their faith by hearing
that their son Loren, who has been missing in action in
Xorea for about six months, was known to be alive and
o prisoner of war. This corroborates prophecy which
was spoken to them soon after he was token. We
thonk God thet He has heard our prayers, and trust
Him to provide for and protect Loren until he is free
cgain. God's arm is strong in behalf of those who
love and serve Him.

Out-oftown visitors to our meetings this month in-
ciude Sr. Myrile Derrah of Houston, Mo., who is visit-
ing her son, Bro. Fremcis Darrah; ond Sr. Margarst
Skinner of Des Moines, Ia., who retwfne'i to Indepen-
dence for the funeral of her step-son, Bishop C. Al
Skinner of the Reorganized Church.

Onur meestings have been well attended in spite of
the flood situation. We have heard mony fine serm-
ons and o variety of wonderful testimonies. One of
the most jovous reporis | can bring you is the fine zedal
that 1 developing among our young people, demon-
strating that they are living close 1o God by testifying
for Him.

A double bridal shower was given for Sisters Mary
Case and Edith Bell by Sr. Kay Matthews and Sr. Arra
Gentry at the home of Bro. and Sister Rollend Sprague.
Mary was married to Bro. Hardy Seevers at the church
on the Temple Lot on July 22. Edith was married to
Bro. Marvin Case ot her parents’ home in Ava, Mo,
on July 28. Among those from Independence who
attended the wedding ot Ava were Bro. and Sr. K. L.
Smith and family, Bro. and Sr. Leslie Case and family,
Bro. and Sr. Robert Case emd fomily, Bro. and Sr. Rol-
lemd Sprague and family, Bro. and Sr. J. M. Case, Bro.
ond Sr. A. S. Wheaion, Bro. and Sr. Hardy Seevers,
Sr. Doris Hedrick, Jimmy, Maory and Gerry ond Sm‘f::,
Ella and Coroline Bell and Carclyn Nast. Some of
group remained for the morning services ot “ﬂ’}@ little
log chapel near the A. M. Smith home, and C*ﬁo?“f\ff rds
partook of o delicious basket dinner with their hosls
along o becutiful ht’( stream necr the home of B‘ro,
ond Sr. Archie Bell. All enjoved the week-end wvery
much, cnd espec y the wonderful hospitality of the
Ava saints.

MARION SPRAGUE, Renocrier.
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e solicit articles

established, and evidences nted to support that premise,

Jor this department wrilten in an af firmative manner,
) In all controversial articles,

An affirmative article is one in which a premise is
contributors will be required to observe the

rules of decorum established by porliamentary rules governing deliberative assemblies,

A LETTER

424 East Walnut Stree
Independence, Misso
June 28, 1951

el

}\Cns@) City quhSL i
2116 E. 3%th
Kansas City, Missour

hadh

¢
{

SNy

Dear Sir:

non yesterday and iesl again
se I believe you hove

eternal.

I very sure that all one

: ‘mi rist and one will be
saved all the way; that is, i
we both > believe on Jesus Christ is

in do {:ii In Heb. 11:6 we find

heut faith i is impos-
hat cometh to God must
ve that He is, and that He is o rewarder of them

Ospei

-

&iﬁqem}y seck m sure we both agree

t alter we believe that He is, then we must ailigent-
LI“’ Ag I undersiand the Iﬁ@’fii@d i seking o

ne, the secker must do those this that please

oved on Rev. 22:14 @H«
t do His commandments, the
\f life, and may ents

[ONRe}

RORN]

may

L;O V/ I
_1r st > f 1 .

advice, pbut if laof
into V{noe’i%ef. ]
them;

Ve

ve. u
thou doest well: the dev -
saved, my mf*nf*°> Cu-d tremble.” And again i

ZAth verse; “Ye see then how that by works o man is
justified, and not by icut“ only.” This whole chapter
has « wealth of wisdom in ¢

svils also believe- {f‘ﬂ"@ they

n

5 1

; ot we poth must agree
zGT }ebus trmcmt while here on earth. He taught be-
I without saying "Believe on me.” For

] iz 1 refer vou to Mark 1:14-15. "Now ofter
*hoﬁ John was put in Dilsvu, Jesus came into Galiles,
preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God, and say-
mq, The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is ot
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Poul tells
us in Romans 1:168 "For I am not ashamed of the gos-

on those things

pel of Christ: for if is the power of God unis salvation
to everyone that believeih.”

So to believe and be saved is to have faith that
Christ lives and that He gaveHis life for us that we
may have lils and have it more abundantly through

¢ keeping of His commandments. Paul, that very
mithfui servant of God ed lest he become o coasta-
wery., He also wamed the followers of Christ omong
the Corinthions thot they might fall away from Christ.

v
lears

I Cor. 11:2 "But I fear, lest by ony means as the ser-
pent beguiled Eve through %w subtility, so vour minds
shculd be corrupted from that is in
B If there was no way 1o e then

8 ‘uuld have been no ent in

first place, and no need ol

o with Christ in the begin as
we cre fold in the lst chapier o the
devil was there. Hs fell away « the
host of heaven with him. This Satan, i e enemy of our
souls, lies in waltl to decelve us and drag us down

into his condition if possible. How bazter could ne do
that than to sell us on the false idea that we do not
need to cbey all the commandments of God in order
be saved? You seem to be o thinking person. How
deo yvou explain this? E’Ts would take us priscner if he
could, but the Bible promises us that ' Y@ shall know
the truth cnd the fruth shall make vou free. Tncn
>re i the command: "Study to show thyse
proved, o workman that needsth not be ashan lad

‘8

it

The Church of Christ (Temple Lot ho ;dq Ou o
the hope hf salvation, 11 ; ~f 4 £
1*4 "*')1 (C‘ll of

the snares o

S Y yours, in

T N
ROLLAND D. SPRAGUL

FLOOD - FIRE — FURY!

God's ”FURY" ’{Jpen the Nafions

"I om the I Q"d T}w wed” I ve w
all >, but Wki ‘Walk confrary io Me;
then wﬁi i wcd;k ccnhmy to you in fury; and I even I,
will chastise you . . . for vour sins,”—Levit. 26:13-28,

not

for

Deoes God Almighty have one a
the nations in one pericd of time, f‘fh;.L deal diifere«nﬂy
with sinful peoples at another period of time? Rather,
dees not God represem Himsel ng: “The same,
vesterday, loday, “forever”?

Could it be possible that in God's dealings, His
warnings of "fury” ogainst wicked nations and peo-
ples, could include Kamnsas City Flood, and fire—
har?

Apostle James E. Yates, of the Church of Christ,
at Independence, Missouri, writing from Klamath Falls,
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Oregon, affirms that these divine scriptural WARN-
INGS of God's "fury” to be poured out upon the wicked
nations in our time, do apply precisely as indicated.

Note the language in the same chapter of scripture
cited: "If yve walk in My statutes, and keep My Com-
mandments, and do them, then will [ give you rain in
due season.”—Chap. 20 par. 5

Has Kansas City been getting "roin in due season’’,
recently?

What of the increase of "fury”, of flood, fire, disaster,
n siricken regions throughout the world?

Could it be that the ripening of wickedness among
all nations, may be involved in this universal equa-
E 3
Hon?

Mav it not be that o genuine, whelesome, REPENT-
ANCE from SIN could possibly turn aside the tides of
“fury"” now making such viclent sweep?

Did not the great prophet Isaiah, making his predic-
tion 700 vears Q@foie Christ, point with divine accuracy
1 e Savior, as was so marvelously
in ia; birth of Christ? See Isaich, chaplers 9

and 53

s Jestructive furv” foretold by thi o

Concerning desiructive "fury” loretold by this same
vrochet, we gurely hcwe good proot that he foretold
with divine accuracy!

What, but the girplane age, could the prophet have
rred o, when in chapter 80, par. 8, his words give
this description: "who are these that fly, as a cloud,
and as doves to their windows?”

As o prophetic spotlight, casiing it's beam moanvy
hundreds oi yecu‘s into the future from Isaiah’s time,
thut prophecy of the airplane age is one which should
at least provcoke serious thought,

{ hen, while we in America are being so devastat-
‘wasted” by the "fury” of “nature’s” colamities,
>d by our own sconomic blisterings, thru
vforqul enivﬂqlbmgm “war; together ’WHH legalized rob-
bery of the mass of the n\,ooie through modem "loxa-
o without re eprese entation”’, should we not read the
f Sllowing words of the same said "C“TOChC*, with at leas
equal thought to that which we give o the latest ball
games (or bawl games), or to the ringaide "fight ne
cic?

Consider these words: “ior the nation ond the king
dom thal will not serve Thee, shall perish. Yeaq, those
nations shall be utterly wasted.—Isaiah 60,12

Are we, as o nation in this U.S.A., serving God—
or Mammon? [f the words in that prophetic WARN-
ING mean anvthing, could they possibly mean less
than they sav? Think it over!

In these days of gefting ourselves emergency-sirio
ped, through our “foreign entanglements” war-policies,
are we in the process of being “utterly wasted”, or not?

While we may set aside a small fraction of our
mental capacity, reserved from our main mental
energy io digsst the worth-while issues confronting the
world in our times, the general trend seems 1o be that
in the mass, we are devoting most of our thought power

L

to those cheap frivolities which can bring to us but little
of real values, in return,

Can Congress appropriate enough in Money-Mil-
lions lor Flood-Disaster, Fire-Disaster, War-Disaster, or
Impending Famine-Disaster, to off-set the divine mean-
ing cf these sure words of WARNING: “And if ve shall
despise My statutes, or if your soul abhor my judg-
menis, so that yve will not do all My commoandments,
but that yve break My covenant: I alse will do this unto
you:—-I will even appoint unto you TERROR. . .. and
your strengih shall be spent in vain, for your lond
sholl not vield increase, neither the trees of the land
vield their fruits.—Levit. 26:14-20.

Note this point of our criminal disobedience; it is
the criminal heart of oll copitalism: “Thou shalt not”
lend "Upon USURY, OR INCREASE.”—Chop. 25:37.

If any should challenge that, their challenge is
cgainst the Word of God, which after the centuries,
still proves ils potency!

JAMES E. YATES.

EXCERPTS FROM OLD HISTORY

But Maris, Bishop of Chaleedon, streiched forth his
hand ond cnswered: "The presbyter Arius hath said
that the great emperor (Constantine) is vet unbaptized,
and that he is by the law of the Bomon Empire, Ponti-
fex Maximus and flamen of jupiter! I understand that
all this is true; and, if it be not frue, no man will more
rejoice than I would to hear the emperor now declare
that he hath been bUD*iZOd into the faith of Christ, and
that he is no longer high-priest of pagon Rome

The bishop sat down, and every eve was at once
turned upon Consiontine. But the emperor neither
spuke nor moved; and olm QT immedictely his porti-
sans begam to ory out that Arius should declare 1o the
council what were t;\ se wlooonhzcgk opinions 1o
which he referred, which thlmg thev did 1o cover up the
fadlure of the emperor fo respond to Maris the bishop;
ond the friend of the Libvon 3omﬂd in the same cry,
becouse they did believe that the phil osonhy of Anus
would be found 1o be correct, and not heretical. And
thersupon, being pressed upcn ol sides cz’t once, the
presbyter again arose and spoke in the following man-
er: T suppose, brethren, that there hath never been
{ ty in the mind of any Christion as to the
declarations Gf e gospel concerning our Lord;
t the faith of all Christions in the divinity of our
ur is found upon the gospel narrative.

1 DOVIO
uﬁcplm arise only when the mind pusses on
chC the plain tecchings of the gospel, and at-
tempts to comprehend how these things mav be, and
to formulate for itself some creed upon the nature of the
diety. In this regoard there have been maintained thres
great philesophical opinions, as ve do know, which
may be very briefly stated as follows:

"That the Son of God must be dependent and
spontanecus being, created from nothing by the will of
the Father, by whom also ol things were made.

2. "That the Son possessed all of the inherent, im-
cummicable perfections which religion and philosophy
appropriate to the supreme God. So that thers are in
the Godhead three distinct and infinite minds or sub-
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stances, three co-equal and co-eternal beings, compos-
ing the divine essence, three independent deities as to
whom an effort is made to preserve the unity of the first
cause by assuming the perpetual concord of their ad-
ministration, the essential agreement of their will;
and this I understamd to be the philosophy of Hosius,
(Bishop of Cordova) Alexander, (Bishop of Alexondria)
the emperor {Constantine) and others for whom Ath-
anasius {(appolo or archdeacon ot Alexandria) is
spokesman.

3. "Three beings who, bv the self-derived necessity
of their existence, possess divine atiribuies in periect
degree, who are eternal in duration, infinite in space,
intimately present to each other and to the universe;
and are yet one and the same being, manifesting him-
self in different forms, and considered in different as-
pects: so that the Trinity becomes o trinity of names
and obstracts manifestations existing only in the mind;
They are not persons at all, but only atiributes.

"This ig the heresy of Sabellius, which Christion
councils have condemned. It differeth from Athanaius
in degree, but not, I think in kind.

"Not one of these three opinions satisfieth my mind
cand heart. The martyr Am-nem-hat tought me when I
was a bov that the original faith, which long ages ago
preceded the polytheism of Egypt, Assyria, Indig,
Ching, Greece, Rome, ond all other heathen nations,
uniformly represented the one God to be o dual, spir-
itual Being, and that the Divine nature must be a Triad,
or Trinity, completed by the birth of a son of this
doublenatured spiritual God. In the gospel | read that
Christ is 'the only-begotten Son of God': a Father be-
gets. He was conceived’ of the Holy Ghost: a Mother
conceives. He was ‘born’ of a virgin, and for cur solva-
tion did live among men. The same holy martyr called
my attention to the fact, which T have since carefully
verified, that while the scriptures in no place apply the
word 'mother’ to the Holy Ghost, the words 'Holy Ghost’
are used in them two hundred and twelve times, and
were uniformly in the Greek neuter gender, which af-
firmeth nothing to sex. He olso showed me that
Moses called the one God by a name which is the
plural number of a Hebrew noun. It hath, thersifore,
cppecred to me to be frue that, gs far as anything con-
cerning Deity caon be expressed in humon langucge,
the sacred use of the words, Father, 'Son’, 'Holy
Zhost', ‘begotien’, ‘conceived’, were intended ic con-
vey ic our minds the idea that in some spiritual sense
of sexhood the nature of Deity is that in the likeness
cmd image whereof mom was created; and signity o di-
vine family, so for as sarthly things con typily spiritual
fruth. Hence, as I did set forth in my letter fo Eusebius
of Nicodemica, and to Alexander of Alexondria, as the
Church knoweth, T have always taught that the Son is
not unoriginate, now part of the unoriginate, now made
of things previously existing; but that by the will and
rurpose of God he was in being before time, perfectly
divine, the onlv-begotten; that before his generction
he was not: that we believe in one God alone without
birth, olone everlasting, alone unoriginate, We believe
thet Cod gave birth to the only-begotten Son, before
eternal periods, making the divine fomily o Triad,
through whom he made these periods ond oll else that
wos mode: that he gave birth to the Son, not in sem-
blance, not in ideq, but in fruth giving unio him « real

existance: and we have refused to profess faith in the
teachings of Bishop Alexander, that ‘as God is eternal,
so is His Son’; "where the Father, there the Son’; 'the
Son is present in God without birth'; ‘ever-begotten’; 'an
Fternal God, an Eternal Son’; ‘the Son is yvour God
himself.”

"But I have never taught this philosophy as an
article of faith, binding upon the conscience of be-
lievers; and have required of them to profess faith in
nothing except what the gospels declared.”

The philosophy of Arius struck moany as a novel
thing. To scme of them it seemed tc be a rational and
beautiful solution of problems which they had pon-
dered long and regarded as insoluable, and had aban-
doned in despair. To none of them did it seem to be
at all tainted with heresy.

But Athonasius had o definite end in view, which
closed his ears to any statement the presbyier might
make, although he waited courteously until Arius had
concluded his remarks, and then exclaimed, “"Hast thou
not taught that the Son of God was created out of
things not existing?”

“"Never’, said Arius. "Thou knowsst I have taught
he was not ‘created’ ot all, but ‘begotten’: 'conceived’,
not made.”

"Hast thou not taught that there was a time when
the Son was not:”

"Nay, verilyl The word 'time’ is thine own, not
mine. But I have sald '‘Ged was, when he was not’
I have said that ‘before he was begotten he was not.
Else how could God beget him? But this was in the
beginning, before time' was.”

"Hast thou not taught that the Father was superior
to the Son, and the Son inferior to the Father?”

"Nary, verily! I can not conceive of the words 'su-
perior’ and ‘inferior’ as applicable to the divine nature,
or fomily, any more than 1 can conceive of thy word
"ime' as applied to the divine existence. If thou canst
do so, O Athonasius, thou or thy friends, ond furnish
o delinition of the Trinity that does not deny the sep-
araie existence of the Son; nor imply identity of per-
son in Father, Son, ond Holy Ghoest; or which does not
set up three distinct, co-equal Gods, or which does not
degrade the Son to the conditfion of a created Being,
made, not begotien, except the definition which I
cuoted from the philosophy of Am-nem-hat the martyr,
cmd hove adopted as mine own, announce thou now,
or when thou will, such a definition of the Trinity, and,
i I can at all comprehend i, T will follow thee to death,
if need be, in defense thereoi: for lo! these momy years
have 1 sought for a definition and found it not, except
in Am-nem-hat's profeund cphorism that the frue and
only idea of Trinity subsisteth in fomily—Father, Moth-
er, Son; the Father-Ghost, and Christ!”

T have tought,” answered Artus, "and 1 think that
the scriptures teach, that the three are not one person,
but three persons; and the Trinity is one family, in
likeness whereof mon was created., Eve, the first mo-
ther, was not cregted out of things not existing, but she
proceeded out of the first mons side; not above him,
not below him—equal with him, bone of his bone, flesh
of his flesh; and the first humon son was borm of them.
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This to my mind in some way typifies the divine fam-
ily, except that the idea of creation applies not to it
This I have stoled as mine own conception of the
matier, not as an arficle of faith. If thou knowest any
hetter idea state it plainly, I pray thee: | am not vet oo
old to learn.”

Then said Athanasius, triumphontly, T supposed,
indeed, that God would presently lay bare thv heresy;
for thou dost denvy the express words of scripture that
these three ore one; and thus thou are convicied!”

Once more the dangerous light gleamed in the old
man's somber eves, and that nervous twitching, which
his enemies likened to the wriggling of o serpeant,
passed over him; but he controlled himself wonderfully,
emd clamly enough inguired; "What scripture, then?
Wilt thou read it; or tell us in what place it may be
found?”

Then said Athonasius: I read from the first letfer
of John as follows: ‘For there are three that bear record
in heaven, the Father, the word, and the Holy Ghost:
and these three are one. And there are three that bear
witness in earth, the spirit, ond the water, and the
blood: and these three agree in one.' How, then,
sayest thou that the Father, the Word, ond the Holy
Ghost are not one, in the very ieeth of the Scriptures,
O thou subtle heretic?”

The reading of this scripture produced o profound
wsation in the council. Maony turned to their copy of
hn's letter o read the words for themselves, the
ater number using the new and becuiiful monu-
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bishops some Hime before; but many also had anj-
lent coples written in the unical text. But Arius said
unto Athcanasius, “Wilt thou give o me thv book?”

End Athanasius sent it to him bv one of the pages
in attendonce. The grim old presbyter received the
parchment, and looked at i, and handled it, and
iurmed it over and over in his hands with o sirangs,
sarcastic smile, and then sald in that peculiar, sibilant
tone which cut and tngled like o serpent’s hiss: ‘T
verceive, brethren, thot this beoutiful manuscript is
one of those copies which hath been supplied to many
hops and presbyters by the zeal and benevolence
Christiom, but unbaptized, emperor; and

mutifully written in the new, running
Greek text wh hath lately come into use. 1 have
but one cbiection to i, brethren; and the obiection is.
that the words "in heaven. the Fother, the Word. and
the Holy Ghost: and these three ore one. And there
are three that bear wilness in earth’—these words were
never written by John, but by some one else; they have
been added to the text within the last ten vears!” And
then the iall form reored iiself to the full height of is
gigontic siature; the long, thin right hand swayed io
and fro with a stronge rthythmic motion, the huge,
rouch, noble head seemed to start forward upon the
leng, bony neck, as a cobra thrusts it forwoard, mes-
meric light burned in the somber eves, and, fastening
his gaze full upon the emperor, he cried out in tones
that rang through every corer and crevice of the vast
hall, shrill, incisive, penetrating: “These words are
forgeries—every one of them! What John wrote was

T4

this: ‘For there cre three that bear record, the spirit, the
woater, the blood: and these three agree in one.”

The effect was elecirical. Manv trembled for the
bold ond eloguent man whose words oand manner
seemed {o charge upcn the emperor himsell the guilt
of sacrilege in forging the sacred writings; although,
perhaps, none doubted that the words were forged.
But Athcmasius gazed upon him houcghtily, and de-
manded: "Who art thou, madman, that dost so boldly
assail the genuiness of a scripture that suiteth not with
thy notorious heresvy? How knowest thou that the
words were never written by John?”

The presbyter's flerce excitement had almost im-
mediciely faded cway, and he quietly canswered:
“brethren, I know that the words are forgeries, because
the rank Scobelliomism which they teach is contrary
1o John's spirit, and would better suit the views of cer-
icin persons who desire to confound the Son with the
Farther in order io abolish the sovereignity of Christ
over his earthly Kingdom by plocing some one else
in his rightful place.

econdly, because ve com not find words in cany
copy written in unical text, before the recent, running
Greek text came into common use. Ye have many uni-
el copies hers: see whether any of them coniain the
words. Thirdly, because, more than thirlty vears ago,
the lecrned mortyr Am-nem-hat, in our city of Alexon-
dricr, had in his possession the original letter of John'';
and, with tremulous cnd mourmnful cadence thaot
brought tears into the eves of all who knew his history,
he continued: An-nem-hat gbode in the house of his
great-grandniece, the holy, the beaufiful Theckla. This
blessed virgin did corefully copy the lstter upen vel
Tum, ond sent it to Antoch as « gift even unto me, by
the hemds of bishop Peter” Taking the book from a
cedar box on the seot beside him, he continued: "Here
iz the copy of Tohn's letter, written by the hoand of one
mertyr, under supervision of another, and delivered by
o third martyr unto me, that I am ready to follow them
upon the glorious way whenever God so wills! Search
and see whether ve can find these forged words in ihis
thrice-sacred book!”

1. John 5:7-8. Xing James Bible. 7, For there are

three that becor record in heaven, the Father, the word,
and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.

1 there o that beor wiiness in earth,
I nirit, cnd the water, and the blood: and these
three cgree in one.

1 there

]

The Dioglo#t
1. John 5:7-8—7. For there are three which Testify;
8. the spirit, and the water, and the blood: and the
three are of one.

The Strait Translafion from the Greek

Beccruse three are those iestifying; the spirit, and
the water, and the blood; and the three for the one are.

Good Speed Tramslation

It was he, Jesus Christ himself, who came in water
and in blood; not in water only, but in water and
bloocd. The spirit also testifies to this, for the spirit is
truth. For there are three that testify to it, the Spirit,
the water, and the blood, and the three are ot one.
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"Arius the Libyem” was written ond published
synonymeously in 1883, by Nathan Chapman Kouns,
who was born in Fulton, Callaway County, Missouri,
December 17, 1833. His ancestors came from Stras-
bourg, Germany, with Lord Baltimore, and setiled in
Maryland. He was educated ot home ond at St
Charles College, Methodist, in Missouri, where he
graduated in 1852. He studied law, and after entering
the bar, practiced that profession until the outbreck of
the Civil War. Entering the Confedercte army, he was
in aclve service during the whole war, receiving scv-
eral wounds in the course of that struggle. When peace
was restored he returned to his legal practice in his
native state. In 1187 he was appointed State Librarian
at Jeflerson Clty, Missouri. He is dlso the author of
Dorcas, the Daugther of Foustina (1884), and other
works still in manuscript.

P. S.: Blographical Note.

EDWIN WILEY, Ph. D.
Berkley, California
October 6, 1914
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WITH THE CHURCH IN AN EARLY DAY

(Mr. Clark has told his children of Joseph Smith's
difficulty in obtaining the plates from which the Rook
of Mormon was to be translated. He succeeded be-
ccause he humbled himself,. Mr. Clark explained how
that God has often seen fit to use the weak things,
the unlearned, and the humble fo establish His pur-
poses.)

Chaoptler 7.

"Father”, said Daniel, as they were gathered about
the table the next evening, "I have been reading io-
day in the book of the prophet, Daniel, and he iold
Nebuchadnezzar about the time when the God of
heaven would set up a kingdom. I wish | understood

more about it and abcut the kingdoms which went
before it."”

"I think I shall be able to explain it to you, and as
it is the greatest desire of my heart io see my children
who are old enough to choose for themselves, choose
the service of God, of course I want you to become sub-
jects of this very kingdom; for your mother and my-
sell are citizens of it, and we shall never be perfectly
happy until yvou are all with us.

“You, of course, remember,” continued Mr. Clark,

"the very difficult thing which Nebuchadnezzar, the ‘

king of Babvlon, had required of the wise men. He
had dreamed about certain things but had entirely for-
gotten his dream, and so great was his onxiety io
know the dream, and the meaning of it, that he told
the wise men ol Babylon they should all be put io
death, if some one of them did not tell him what he
had dreamed, and also the interpretation of the drecm.
This was more than any man could do, and they iold
the king that he had asked more of them than any
king had ever done before. This, however, did not
couse him to chonge his mind, and he issued o de-
cree that if they did not tell him his dream, they should
be slain. Accordingly, as Daniel was among the wise
men, they sought him with the rest that they might
slay him in obedience to the command of the king.
When thevy told Daniel, he quietly asked of the officer,
"Why is the decree so hasty from the king? The offi-
cer told Daniel the rscson, and Daniel went to the
king ond iold him that if he would give him fime, he
would tell him his dream and the interpretation.

"The king granted this then Daniel went before
God in prayer, not without first telling those whoe were
in captivity with him, and asking them to bessech the
Lord that he would make the thing known unto him.
You remember how Ged revealed this to Daniel in a
night vigsion; and, after thanking the Lord for His geood-
ness and mercy, Daniel presented himsell before the
king, and when the king demanded of Daniel if he was
able io tell him the dream, Daniel answered, There is
a God in heaven that revealsth secrets, and maketh
known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in
the latter days.” Then Donisl proceeded to tell the king
what he had been thinking of when the dream came
into his mind, ond he told the king his dream. In this
dream, the king saw on image. Will vou, Mary, give
me a description of the image which the king saw?”

"The head of the image was of fine gold, the breast
and crms of silver, the belly and thighs of brass, the
legs were of iron and the feet part of iron and part of
clay.”

"That is correct, but what do vou understond i
to have been the image of?”

“Of a man, was it not?”

"Yes, and will vou now read from the thirty-seventh
to forty-iifth verse of the second chapter of Daniel?”

Mary found the place and read aloud:

heaven hath given thee o kingdom, powe
strength, and glory. And wherescever the chi
men dwell, the beast of the field and the fowls of the
heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made
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thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.
And after thee shall arise canother kingdom inferior
to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which
shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth king-
dom shall be wos strong as iron: forasmuch as iron
breaketh in" pieces and subdueth all things; and as
iron that bregketh all these, shall it break in pleces
and bruise. And wheregs thou sawest the feet and toes,
part of potter's clay, and part of iron, the kingdom

shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength

of iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with
miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron
and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong,
and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron
mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves
with the seed of men; but they shall not cleave one to
another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. And in
the davs of these kings shall the God of heaven set
up o kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and
the kingdom shall not be left to other pecple, but it
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
cond it shall stand forever. Forasmuch os thou sawest
that the stone was cut out of the mountain without
honds, and that it break in pieces the iron, the brass,
the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath
made known to the king what shall come to pass here-
cfter: ond the dream is certain, ond the interpreta-
tion thereof sure.”

"Daniel, who was this head of gold?"
“Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon.”

“"What kingdom did the breast and arms of silver
represent?’’

"The Medes and Persicms, who took Bobylon from
Belshazzar and reigned over most of the then known
world.”

“What kingdom did his belly and thighs of brass
represent?”’

"The Greeks under Alexander, who in their tum
subdued the Medo-Persions, and reigned supreme.”

“"Thet is three universal kingdoms; whaot is the
fourth, or legs of iron?”

“The Romcm Empire, which subdued the Grecion
and was divided into the Eastern oand Western em-
pires, and finally was subdivided into the various
kingdoms of Europe, represented by the fset and toes.”

"Of what were these feet and toes composed?”
“"Part of iron and part of clay.”

"Now I am going to ask vou a auestion, Daniel,
I want you to think carelully before you answer it
When was it that the prophet said the God of heaven
would set up a kingdom which should never be de-
stroyed?”

"In the days of these kings.”
"What kings are meant?”

"The kings represented by the toes of the image, or
the kingdoms into which the Roman Empire was fi-
nally divided.”

"Do you remember about what time Christ
' you eslab-
lished His kingdom in person?”

“I do not know just what vou mean io ask.”

"Was Christ upon the earth in the days of Grecian
or Roman power?”

“"The Boman power, of course.”

"Was it before or after the division of the Romon
government into the Eastern and Western empires?”’

"It was before.”

“Then, as the ten kingdoms represented by the toes
of the image were set up long after this, the kingdom
or church established by Christ in person could not
have been this kingdom which Daniel saw set up by
the God in heaven, could it?”

“No, I think not.”
"What did the prophet say this kingdom, sat up by

the God of heaven, was to do?”
"To break in pieces and consume all these king-
doms, and stand forever.”

"You must bear in mind, then, that the church or
kingdom which Christ established when here in per-
son, was not established ot the time spoken of by
Daniel, but the kingdom which Daniel saw was set up
by the God of heaven and was to consume or breck in
pieces all these other kingdoms and stand forsver.”

“Damiel, himself, saw the church esiablished by
Christ prevailed against and worn out by the horn in
the head of the fourth beast which had eves ond «
mouth which spake very great things. 'l beheld’, says
Daniel, ‘and the same horn made war with the saints,
and prevailed against them; until the Ancient of Days
came, and judgment was given io the sainis of the
Most High; and the time came that the saints possessed
the kingdom . . . and the kingdom and dominion, and
the greainess of the kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him'.

“History records the fulfillment of many of these
predictions, and if we will study it closely sncugh, we
shall see how the Lord has been preparing the way
for the setting up of his kingdom, which is o be pos-
sessed by the saints of the Most High. When the Lord
inspired the heart of Cclumbus to penetrate the un-
known realms of the mighty ocean, there was not upon
the face of the whole earth a spot of ground where
man might worship God according to the dictates of his
conscience. America was discovered, and, in pro-
cess of time, the Pilgrim Fathers came here for that
very purpose, and though they themselves became in-
tolerant, God moved upon the framers of our constitu-
tion, and not only civil but religious liberty was de-
clared to be the inalienable right of man. This accom-
plished, and the war ended which secured ocur inde-
pendence and {reedom from the trammels of all other
governments, and from the dictation of all narrow prej-
udice, God then proceeds in fulfillment of prophecy
to restore the gospel, sent it back to earth by an angel,
and set up his kingdom which the saints shall possess;
but a civil and religious liberty preceded its establish-
ment among the nations of the earth.”
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"What does it take to constitute a kingdom, fo-
ther?”’

"Four things ot least are necessary io constitute o
kingdom, either on earth or in heaven. First, a king;
second, laws; third, officers who have power o exe-
cute those laws; and fourth, subjects whe are governed
by those laws. Christ is the King by the appointment
of His Father; ‘But unto the Son He saith, Thy throne,
O God, is for ever and ever; a scepter of rightecusness
is the scepter of the kingdom. Theu hast loved right-
eousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above
thy fellows.—Heb. 1:8-9.

"His subjects are the saints, who have been deliv-
ered from the power of darkness; "Who hath delivered
us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us
into the kingdom of His dear Son’'—Col. 1:13.

"His officers are those who have been called and
sent of God: ‘oand no man taketh this honor unto him-
self, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.—Heb.
5.4,

"The laws of His kingdom are in the gospel, which
Paul calls the word of reconciliation which God had
committed unto them and says, "We are ambassadors
for Christ, as though God did beseech vou by us: we
pray yvou in Christ's stead, be ve reconciled to God.'

"Let us now see how the claims of Joseph Smith will
bear testing. Daniel said, 'In the days of these kings
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom.-—Daniel
2:44. Joseph Smith claims that in his first vision he saw
the Father and the Son, and they assured him that
there was not upeon the earth a pecple or church which
was cccepted or owned of them, and they commanded
him that he should not unite with any of them.”

"John, the Revelator, saw 'Another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
precch unto them that dwell on the earth, and io every
naton, ond kindred, and tongue, and people.'—Rev.
14:6.

"Joseph Smith claims that the angel Moroni came
to him ot various times, and finally delivered to him,
with his own hands, the plates upon which were con-
tained the fullness of the everlasting gospel. John fur-
ther declares the message of the angel o be, Fear
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judg-
ment is come.—Rev. 14:7.

“Toseph Smith declares that upon the angel's re-
turn the second time, he added to his first message
the information that great judgments and desolations
were about to come upon the earth. They would
come by famine, pestilence, and sword even in that
generation.

The word of God plainly teaches and declares that,
in the church or kingdom of God, ne one has any right
to preach the word or administer the ordinonces un-
less God gives him authority. If all the churches were
wrong, and Joseph was forbidden to join ony of them,
where was he to get quthority to preach the gospel?
They could not give him what they did not have them-
selves; ond i they could have done so, he was for-
bidden to have cmything to do with them. Who was

going to say to him, 'Go ye into all the world and
preach my gospel'? The Lord had said through Jos-
eph to Olivery Cowdery, ‘Behold, the field is white al-
ready to the harvest, therefore, whoso desireth to reap,
let him thrust in his sickle with his might, ond recap
while the day lasts, that he may treasure up for his soul
everlasting salvation in the kingdom of God. Yeq,
whosocever will thrust in his sickle and reap, the same
is called of God." Do vou not see how very easily Jos-
eph might have taken the general call ond command-
ment, as being a call wiih cuthority to the ministry?”

"It certainly reads very much like it, father, and is
not that the way they go into the ministry in other
churches?”

"I believe it is, but it is not God's way, and Joseph
would have made a fatal mistake if he had come to
that conclusion or acted in that way; but he did not
make such a mistake because he was being faqught of
God. You remember that Jesus went apart into «
mountain, cnd after he had called his twelve apostles,
he ordained them that they might hove power to
heal sickness ond to cast out devils. His calling them
to follow him did not give this power. Jesus called the
twelve to follow him, long before he ordained them or
gave them authority to act as officers in his king-
dom.”

"Did he ever give Joseph Smith this cuthority?”
"Yes, he did, but not until after he was baptized.”
"“Who baptized him?”

"A mcm by the name of Oliver Cowdery, who had
heard of the plates from Joseph's family. I should have
told you that Joseph had been married some time be-
fore he obtained the plates. When the persecution be-
became so areat that he could no longer remain at his
father's home, he went with his wife to Pennsylvanic,
taking the plates with him. At first his wife was his only
scribe, but Joseph, becoming anxious to get on faster
with the work, prayed to the Lord that he would send
him help, which the Lord promised to do. Alter Joseph
went to Pennsylvania, the teacher of the school whers
his father lived come to his father's to board, and
hearing from the family the strange story, became very
much interested, and prayed earnestly {(though secret-
Iy) to the Lord that he might know if it was frue.

"“The Lord gave him to know that it was true, and
his mind was filled with anxiety tc go where Joseph
was; and as soon os possible he set out with Samuel
Smith, o brother of Joseph's and when they arrived
thers, Joseph was expecting them, for the Lord had
told him he would send him help. This teacher was
Oliver Cowdery, and he became of great help to Jos-
eph in writing down the translation of the plates; and
he is one of the three men to whom the angel showed
the plotes, as vou will remember that Jogseph never
showed them to but few, because God had forbidden
him to do so.

“In translating the plates, they came to instruction
concerning baptism, and went to the Lord in praver,
desiring o know more about it. While they were
prayving and calling upeon the Lord, a messenger des-
cended in a cloud of light, and laying his hands upon

—_—ee
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them, ordained them thus: ‘Upon you, my fellow ser-
vents, in the name of Messiah, I confer the priesthocd
of Aaron, which holds the keys of the ministering of
ongels, and of the gospel of repentance and of bap-
tism by immersion for the remission of sins; and this
shall never be ioken again from the earth until the
sons of Levi do offer again an offering unto the Lord
in rightecusness. The angel then commanded them to
go and baptize each other, telling Joseph to first baptize
Oliver cmd then Oliver to baptize Joseph, and in the
same manner to ordain each to the Aaronic priest-
hood. The same messenger told them that he acted
under the direction of Peter, James and John, who held
the keys of the Melchisedec priesthood, and promised
that, in due time, this priesthood, also should be con-
ferred upon them. Accordingly, in obedience o the
command received through this messenger (who was
John the Baptist), they baptized and ordained each
other; cmd after they came up out of the water, they
experienced great and glorious blessings and proph-
esied maony things concerning the church and the peo-
ple of this generation. This occurred on the 15th of
May, 1829. The full cuthority of the kingdom, how-
ever, had not yet been conferred upon any one, for no
one held cuthority to lay on hands for the gift of the
Holy Ghost. Afterwards, Peter, James and John con-
ferred the Melchisedec priesthood upon Joseph and
Oliver. On the sixth day of April, 1830, the church or
kingdom of God was orgomized with six members.

(To be continued)

A DIFFICULT STUMP
"Nevertheless, not as I Will but as Thou Wilt.”
Matt. 26:39.

"1 seek not mine own will, but the Will of the Fa-
ther which hath sent me.”—St. John 5:30.

leoks like the "WILL” of Two Separate Persons,
with Two Personal WILLS, doesn't i1?

This is a rather difficult scriptural stump for those
who are so pitifully deceived by the "Anti-Christ” doc-
irine of: no personal Christ sent by God the Father!

When with their poor little plows they shall have
continued to try to plow around that Rock of Ages with
cny sound logic or test-proof intelligence, their HERE-
SY-CONTORTIONS shall have deformed their Spiritual
Capacity quite as badly as these "That put darkness
for light, and lght for darkness’'—those whot "Call
evil good, and good, evil.”'—See Isaiah 5:29.

The scriptural ROCK that Christ is cur Redeemer,
sent of God, the Eternal Father, who acknowledges the
minisiry of His only begotten Son, full of grace and

- in Him (God) there is no darkness at «ll

TRUTH, is the ROCK which is no deceptive "Anti-
Christ” "Doctrine of Devils” can ever remove, worlds,
without end!

Additional Note: Let this Clear Scriptural Trumpet
sound out once more in all our hearts.

“This then is the message which we have heard
from Him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and
If we say
Wwe hove fellowship with him (Ged) and walk in dark-
ness, we lie, and do not the truth. But if we walk in
the light, as he ({God) is in the light, we have fellowship
cne with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
(God's) Son, cleanseth us from all sin.”-—I John 1:56.

If such Scriptural Testimony as the foregoing, does
not poriray God, the Father, and Jesus Christ His Son,
as two Individual Persons, capable of being in two
separate places, and each having an Individual Mind
and "Will” apart from, but in agreement with the other,
then these words would be mecningless, and Christ's

. Testimony that God in Heaven sent Him to earth,

would be false, and a flogrant deception, io say the
least.
Aposile JAMES E. YATES
San Diege, California

WEDDINGS
Gibson-Hose

Announcement is made of the morricge of Miss
Nelda B. Gibson, daughier of Mr. and Mrs. E. Benton
Gibson of Arthurdale, to Robert M, Hose a son of

i Mr. and Mrs. Myrell F. Hose of Sabraton, which tock

place on June 30, 1951, The double ring service was
read by the Rev. Wiliam F. Anderson of Indepen-
dence, Mo., in the home of the bride’s parents.

White flowers and greenery were used in the rooms,
and the bride wore o gown of white nylon sheer over
taffeta, with maiching mitts.  Her fingertip veil of tulle
was edged with Chontilly lace ond she carried a bou-
quet of white roses and baby's breath. She wore a
necklace of pearls, the bridegroom's gift.

Mrs. Evelyn Huif of Morgantown attended the
bride, wearing o gown of vellow nylon and organdy
over tcdfeta.  Her bouquet was of mixed flowers.

Chorles Joseph of Baltimore, Md., served Mr. Hose
as best man.

Immediately fcllowing the ceremony o reception
was held on the lawn of the bride's home for 50 guests.
The fourtiersd cake was cut and served with other re-
freshments.

Mr. and Mrs. Hose departed for Boltimore, where
they will make their home following a honeymoon in
New York City.
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Case-Seevers

Miss Mary Case, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James
M. Case, 1106 East Gudgell, and Hardy Seevers, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Bruce Smith, 10607 Felion, were
married July 22, at the Church of Christ, Temple Lot.
The double ring ceremony took place at 2:30 o'clock,
with the bride's father, Elder James M. Case, reading
the service.

The bride, who was given in marriage by her broth-
er, Robert Case, was wearing o gown of chantilly lace
over white bridal satin. The gown was ballerina
length and had an inset lace yoke with a plain round
neckline, and tiny covered buttons down the front.
The sleeves were short, and the skirt billowy and full.
Her fingertip veil of illusion net was edged in lace and
fell from o tiny ruffle of lace in the shape of a half
crown. Her bouguet was of white roses.

Miss Nancy Brewer was bridesmaid, wearing o
gown of rose lace over silk. The gown was ballerina
length and had long sleeves and a high neckline. She
carried a bouquet of yellow roses, ond wore a small
lace cap.

William Seevers, brother of the bridegroom, was
the best man. and Leslie and Marvin Case, brothers of
the bride, were ushers.

Mrs. Marion Sprague sang "Always” (Berlin), and
Nicholas Denham sang “Because” (D'Hardelot) pre-
ceding the ceremony, accompcnied by Mrs. Margaret
Mann. Miss Ella Bell played a medley of appropriate
melodies as a prelude and the wedding march from
Lohengrin.

A reception was held immediately following the
ceremony in the lower quditorium of the church. Mrs.
Arra Gentry was in charge, assisted by the Misses
Edith Bell, Caroline Bell, and Joyce Sprague.

The couple went to a resort near Springfield, Mis-
sourl for a short trip, ond will reside at 822 Scuth Crys-
ler on their return.

Bell-Case

Miss Edith Velma Bell, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Harvey Bell, Ava, Missouri, and Moarvin Maynard
Case, son of Mr. and Mrs. James M. Case, 1106 East
Gudgell, were married July 28 ot the home of the
bride's parents. The bride's father Elder Harvey Bell
read the double ring service, which took place at six
o’clock on the lawn belfore a floral arbor.

The bride wore a gown of embroidered nvylon over
white bridal satin, with long tapering sleeves and an
inset voke of embroidered nylon. The neck was fash-
toned of scallops, and a tiny nylon peplum edged with
scallops flared from the waist. Insets of embroidered
nvlon accentuated the sleeves and fitted bodice, and
the skirt was gathered and full. Her tiara was of satin
with circles of seed pearls and tiny satin roses, and
her short veil was of illusion net. Her bridal boucust
was of pink roses fashioned like a fon.

Miss Caroline Bell, the bride’s sister, was her at-

tendant, wearing a gown of pink taffeta fashioned
with short sleeves and low round neckline.

Little Miss Lois June Bell, sister of the bride, was
the flower girl, and Jimmy Case and Janice Case,
nephew and niece of the groom, were ring bearers.

Robert Case, the bridegroom's brother, was the
best man.

Mrs. Edna Smith sang ""Because’” (De'Hardelot),
and Mrs. Marion Sprague sang “Always” Berlin) be-
fore the ceremony, accompanied by Miss Ella Bell
who also played the wedding music.

A wedding dinner, buffet style, was served dofter
the ceremony, at the home.

OUR FATHER'S WATCHCARE

QOur heavenly Father looks forth from his throne,
And watches so faithfully over His own.

In huts and hamlets, on seas and on plains,
In the lives of His children, He faithfully reigns.

Unseen by the world, and unnoticed by men,
He blesses His children, again and again.
The world, at His children, so often may frown;
But He knoweth His own, and will give them o crown.

The worldly may laugh at the righteous and say,
Your humble, straight path is a very poor way;
Come out with the many, come —out and be gay,

And do as the world does—have pleasure today.

But the rightecus abide in the "rut” as they say,
And wdait for their Father to point out the way.
The world has its hour, end one that will {fade:
It glows for a while, then it dims in the shade.

The light of the righteous, undimmed by the years,
Gives hope to the faithful, esuages his fears:
A lamp to his feet, and o light to his way;
It leads till the mom and a better new day.

The way of the rightecus the world cannot see;
They think it is foolish, as foolish can be.

But the righteous still walk in the straight norrow way;
While bearing the scorns and the cross as they pray.

Content with the food and the raiment, are thev,
That comes from their Father, to them every dav.

They ask, not for riches, in bags that wax old;
But seek for the treasures of heaven's pure gold.

They give like the widow, the last of their meal,
And trust in their Father, tho wont comes, or wecl,
Who clotheth the lilies, the fields and the grass,—
And never, the needs of a child, does He pass.

So loving our Master we walk in His way,
That leads to the portals of g fair, endless day;
And trust in our Father, who forth from His throne,
Is waiching so faithfully over His own.

OLIVER D. SHIRK
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