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Wiew Ounce We Ruou The

The stars in their white glory, are never, never dim;

Hecaven is shining tender, agleam with love for Him—
Yet mon, made in His image, with light enough io see,
Walks about with feet of clay, and maors the harmony.

If we could stop and think of the One who suffered so,

That we might know the Glory, and on the right poth
go/

Then once again God’'s heaven might here estab-
lished be,

And we, with lifted vision, would think unselfishly.

There is that world within one, but never will we see,

Until there is THE ONENESS which was our Lord's
decree;

Perhaps when we awaken, cnd let His light shine
bright,

"Twill light the way for others to come out from the
night.

And when we know THE GLORY of Him who gave His
all,

Then each one will come homing in cmswer to His call;

And God's great song of Glory will ring forever more

Through the corridors of Time, cnd Spoce’s endless

shore.
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EDITORIAL
AN ANALYSIS OF LIFE

In the June issue of this paper, we touched upon
some of the problems we sometimes mest in o discus-
sion with those who are unable to see, in spite of much
physical evidence, the hand of an omnipotent Creator.
For such, we con only feel sorrowful and pray that
mercy may be extended that they might vet be
touched by the wonderful Spirit which flows from that
gracious God.

It is said that men believe in God and hope for a
life after death because they want to believe so. Per-
haps this is so, but why is it so universally believed?
For fear of non-existence after death? There may be
fear to some extent, but we believe there is another
basic reason underlying this common belief, and that
is that God has plonted an almost indefinable assur-
ance within the breast of man that, though he shall
die, he will live again.

The scoffer will say that we are just “pulling our-
selves up by our own boot straps”, and so it may ap-
pear. We confess that we connot pull back a curtain
1o offer a view of our God, nor increase the volume of o
loud speaker that He might be heard, nor would we if
possible, for a wicked and unbelieving generation
would still be unconvinced. These things are known
only through His Spirit as we may allow it to find
rlace in our cwn.

How true is the statement in I Cor. 15:10.

“If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are
of all men most miserable.”

Censider the atfitude of the world: Eat, drink and be
merry, for tomorrow we die.

Can you imagine the misery that is reclly within
them? Yet, we find a similarity within the ranks of
Christian society, which is even more deplorable, and
which condition Nephi saw through the Spirit read the
1Zth chapter of II Nephi):

"And there shall be many which shall say, Eat,
drink and be merry; nevertheless, {ear God, he will
justify in committing « little sin: vea, lie o little, take
adventage of one because of his words, dig o pit for
thy neighbor; there is no harm in this. And do these

things, for tomorrow we die; and if it so be that we are
guilty, God will beat us with a few siripes, and at lost
we shall be saved in the kingdom of God."”

We can affirmn that this is o foulty attitude and et
maintain that God is willing to forgive the sins we con-
fess to Him and truly endeavor to forsake.

Now, suppose we excmine these two popular aiti-
tudes a bit more. I we say within ourselves that decth
ends everything, that there is no life hereafter, then
truly we might say, Let us eat, drink and be merry, etc.
But does it bring satisfaction? No, there is vet o gnaw-
ing; o groping after something which is never attained.
If this is not so, why would not one grect splurge of
incontinency be sufficient? In other words: we might
expect a "iling” to satisfy cur inmost craving—but not
so—one "fling” demands ancther, and then cmother;
and all too soon, we are almost inescapably cluiched
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within the embrace of our own desires. [ say, almost,
because only the power of God can help us overcome
them, and that depends upon our desires ‘or good ro-
ther than for evil. How seternally miserable is that
soul which connot find and “fom” the spark of eternal
life which has been implonted within him. These are
they which continually reject the Spirit of Grace, or
having received, tum therefrom intc condemnation as
everlasting as is Divine mercy. We fervently believe
that this class of people is very small in numbers, else
the mission of Christ would be a dismal foilure and
satan {riumphant.

No it cannot be sol God o FAILURE? Never, or He

would not be Godl!

Al right, what do we understand by the word, life
(since we thus assume that God will be victorious in
rescuing follen mankind).

Well, as previcusly inferred, some may consider
life to be that which brings only a temporary degree
of safisfaction, and which ends at the death of the
body. Thus says the evolutionist and all who know
not God. "But beloved, we cre persuaded better
things of you.”

May I ask o gquestion: If we should be numbered
with those who are cast into outer darkness with the
devil and his angels through our williul rebellion,
though we would be conscious, is that life? The scrip-
tures indicate, bevond doubt, that there is o con-
scicusness in that state, but one of great torment. It is
known as « death—a second death—aond evidently
refers to a spiritual death. However, since there will
be cmn awareness of torment, it is evident, again, that it
does not mean non-existence.

The Book of Mormon tells us that in this state, mon
is cut off as pertaining to things of rightecusness—cut
off forever from the presence of God. This, then, is
REALLY death, and the opposite (dwelling in God's
presence) is REALLY life.

Compare this with the statement
John 17:3:

”And this is life eternal, that they might know thee
the only irue God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.”

of the Master in

How con we know God? How may we be in His
presence in this life?

“For what mem knoweth the things of g mon, save
the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit which is of God; that we might know the things
that are freely given to us of God.”"—I Cor. 2:11-12.

"God is o Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth.”—John 4:24.

Lo, I am with vou alway, even unto the end of the
world.—Matt. 28:20.

From these things we may glean the understanding
that the life about which we should be wvitally con-
cerned, is the life of the Spirit—sternal life—union with
God! ‘

We need not be concerned about these bodies we
inhabit, as man has been rom ancient deie, since

urrection of ine pbedy to reunite with
then incorruptible. Dead bodies nave been
and also great care token o seal them against water,
air, etc. that they might remain intact—as i He who
created by the spoken word were unable to bring to-
gether in perfect form oll things as it pleases Him!
Job, despite the dfflictions of his body, had such «
wonderful assuronce of this, that he said:

" that my words were now wrilten!  Oh that they
were printed in @ book! That they were graven with
an iron pen and lead in the rock forever! For | know
that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stond ot
the latter doy upon the earth: and though after my
skin worms destroy this bedy, vet in my flesh shall 1
see God: whom I shall see for mysell, and mine eves
shall behold, ond not another; though my reing be
consumed within me.—Chapter 19:20.

Job here speaks as o righteous man, the Holy Spirit
aiving him knowledge that he would indeed behold
the Christ in on immortal siate. We know, also, that
ALL men, regardless of spiritual level, will be resur-
recied, and brought to stand before their Creator—ad
the Judgment Bar. It will be determined ot that time
whether one shall pass into "life” or “death’~ m-

ber how we have used these terms. He will ve
either one or the other. Read the 25th chapter of Mat-

thew verses 31 to 46 and you will see that the “sheep”
are to be separated from the "goats”'—ithe sheep on his
right hand ond the goats on his left.

A casual reading of some iexis of scripture may
seem to infer that oll nations of men who ever dwelt
upon the ecrth are either fully righieous, or ripened In
iniquity, but this is certainly fallacious thinking and out
of harmony with the word of truth. This much is irue:
there are only two kingdoms. One is reserved for the
righteous, and the cther for the wicked. It moy sound
as i we are contradicting ourself, but not so i we prop-
erly understand the scriptural usage of those terms:
righteous, and wicked.

BAs we reflect upon the mecning of these words,
comparing one with the other, we may readily see
that if one is rightecus it is beccuse he understands
jruths contained in the Gospel of Christ and ABIDES
therein; likewise, if he is wicked, he understonds right-
eousness, but REFUSES to walk in that light.

“Therefore o him that knowsth to do good, and
doeth it not, 1o him it is sin.”"—James 4:17.

This stadement indicates that only to the extent of o
man's knowledge of good and evil is he accountable
to God. Now, anvthing contrary to the will of God, in
ignorance or otherwise is sin. but i is not imputed
1o him for sin unless it is done knowingly; that is, we
may sin, not understanding the Divine will, and there
the mercy of Christ comes into play, as, through His
death, he made cionement for the sins of the world.
After we comprehend that our word or deed is wrong,
we may receive forgiveness through Christ only upon
the condition of humble repentunce.

Sometimes it is scid: Then it is better that I remain
in ignorance rather than to be amenable io the Law
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through knowledge. Hold on! This thinking is faulty
and a clever ruse of the adversary.. The principles of
the Gospel of Salvation must come to the whole human
fomily to prepare the way for a righteous judgment,
and if we should neglect such great salvation, if we
refuse to heor and accept, then ocur condemnation is
just.

We shall carry this thought further, a little later,
but just now, we want to pick up another thread.

First, we shall make a statement which follows up
the thought that « righteous man is one who knows
to do good and does it.

That statement:
One may be without sin, and vet not righteous.

An example of this, and seemingly the only ex-
ample is the little child which dies. It has not sinned,
for it was incapable of sin; it was not righteous for the
same 1eason. Adam ond Eve were the only others in
a similar condition, being, at the first, in o state of
complete innocence. Their probation began ot the
time they partock of the fruit of the tree of knowledge
ol good and evil. Death came upon them, not just for
sake of knowledge, but because they sinned against
that knowledge, or chose to do evil rather than good.

Now some may say that I have erred in saying
that little children, alone, are in that catagory. They
may say that the Book of Mormon shows the heathen
io be in that same class. We admit that in o large
sense, they are, but let us do some thinking omd ex-
amine the scripture, and perhaps the picture will be
given o different light. The scriptures that we refer
to speak of the first resurrection of the dead and tell
us who shall have a place there: the righteous, little
children, and the heathen. Actually, the word,
heathen, as used here, is o misnomer, or o wrong term.
The word, ignorant, is more proper, as it is the word
used, or indicated.

Passing over the righteous as hoving part in the
first resurrection, we quote from B. of M. p. 253, vs. 58
ond 60:

"And these are those who have part in the first
resurrection; and these are they that hove died before
Christ came, in their ignorance, not having salveation
declored unio them.”

"And little children also have eternal life.”
Also from p. 770, v. 25:

"TFor behold thet oll little children are alive in Christ,
cnd also oll they that are without the law (the ignorant
who have had no opportunity in life to hear the Gospel,
WLASY.

Here is another statement we shall make:

All those who came forih in the first resurrection
have eternal life, and many who must wait for the sec-
ond resurrection, will also receive eternal life—not all,
but many.

It must be understood that the term, second death,
is not synonymous {or the same) with the term, second
resurrection.

Hell, being God's prison house, will deliver up the
dead thersin, after the thousand vear reign of peace,
which is the first resurrection, and theyv shall be
judged according to their works (see Rev. 200

The wicked who have utterly rejected God will, of
course, suffer the second death, but no where can it be
found to say that all within hell's embrace shall suffer
in that manner.

Having paid the pendalty of sin to the “uttermost
farthing” (Matt. 5:26), those not worthy of “decth’’ will
receive according to the good they have done.

The second death is clearly shown to be the con-
signation of the souls of the wicked to a "lake of fire
and brimstone” prepared for the devil and his angels.

Suppose we look into the first resurrection again.

Because that little children cnd the ignorant come
into that blessed state does not mean that they neces-
sarily obtain the “glory of the sun’, or a dwelling
place with Ged, Christ, the holy angels, and all the
saints. It is no place to be found. It does say that
they have eternal life. and that is one of the main
points which we hope to have clear in our minds in
this study.

Jesus said in John 14:2:
“In my Father's house are momy mansions—"".

And the Apostle Paul apparently enlarges upon
this revelation in I Cor. 15:41, for he scid:

"Thete is one glory of the sun, omd another glory
ol the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one
star differeth from another star in glory.”

Each of the abovenamed conditions is « glory, o
reward . Considering the brillionce of stars, there is o
myriad of “mansions” prepared, «ll in accordonce
with o man's werks; separate and distinct abodes,
but dll in the same "Father's house”. The grectest
glory is prepared for the most righiecus, and so on
down—ijust, is it not? These dall have eternal lfe be-
cause they have escaped the “second death”.

Before closing, we wish fo enlarge upon a state-
ment made earlier, viz,, that the Gospel must be re-
vedaled to the whole human family.

"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in oll the world for o wilness unio oll nations: and ‘hen
shall the end come.”’—Matt, 24:14,

"For out of the books which shall be written, T will
judge the world, every man according io their works,
according to that which is written."—3B. of M. p. 157.

Now how do these texis fit the ignorant and little
children? It is inconceivable that God would lecve
thern in that state in which they come back o Him.
Surely their spirits were intelligent and able ic com-
prehend God before thev inhabited their bodies, and
surely God would restore that understanding. If not,
for what purpose was their physical creation, and herv-
ing returned to Him, how is it to the glory of His Name?
Only through knowledge could "every knee bow, and

.every tongue confess that Jesus Christ ig Lord” (see

Phil. 2:10-11)
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May we repeat:

"And this is life eternal. that they might know thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ wnom thou hast
sent”,

WILLIAM A. SHELDON

MY TESTIMONY

I have been reading the many testimonies in the
ADVOCATE, and thought perhaps I could offer cne or
two that would help some to realize that God still cares
for those who love Him emd do His will.

Years ago, I suffered g great deal with stomach
trouble, many times having to e over the edge of the
bed, or on « pillow, to get relief. My suffering was in-
tense; | had o be operated on, and a large ulcer was
found. The doctors said I had but one chance in a
thousand to recover. [ had asked an elder to go with
me in the operating room, and he stood at my head
ond prayed all during the operation. God heard the
many prayers in my behalf, and I have had no
stomach trouble since.

In 1931 I was in Niagara Falls, N. Y., doing mis-
sionary work. | received a telegram to come home as
our eldest daughter had been injured. I did not know
the nature or cause of the injury. I was very low on
funds. I knelt beside mv bed and asked God 1o bless
our doughter. I was given the assurance that she
would live; and would not be a cripple; vet I did not
know the nature of the injury.

The way was opened up for me to get home. A
neighbor told me I had better hurry to the hospital, as
the doctors said she could not live.

I went toc the hosiptal, and there learmned that our
girl had o broken pelvis, and seven breaks and frac-
tures in her hips. Her left leg had been pulled from
its socket, and faced the opposite way. Peritonitis had
set in. She was lving on «a fracture bed, and could
only move her arms and upper part of her body, by
mecns of bars over her head. They kept her under
an opiate ot all Himes. Having been thrown from o
car, the whole weight of the motor turned over on her
and crushed her.

I arrived home on Wednesday night, afier the acci-
dent on Sunday, and they told me she had not passed
water since she was injured.

Mother had collapsed.
said, “Will, we are going to lose Dolly.”
she will live, and will not be o cripple.”

I 'went 1o see her, and she
1 said, "No,

I called for the elders and they came to the hospital
and administered to her. [ remained in the hospital
all night. About seven o'clock, the nurse roused mes,
and told me Dolly had just been relieved. When the
doctors arrived later, they found the peritonitis all gone.
Thev told me if she lived, she would never walk, and
would be in the hospital for at least one year. Not a
very encouraging outlook, to say the least.

The one doctor said o me: "Mr. Anderson, do not
stop praying; that is our only hope.” He professed
religion of no kind, but could “cuss” a person out.

Well, to make a long story short; in spite of the
doctors’ decision, Dolly recovered. She was injured in
June, and was out of the hospital in Augusi, able o
walk by September, and went back to work as o sales
lady in October, to the surprise of many doctors.

The doctors did not set a bone, and she was not
braced in any way.

The second set of xrays were tcken o few days
after I arrived home. The first xrays showed the
precks and froctures in the hips, and other injuries.
Following the second xray, 1 asked the doctor the re-
sult. He said the pelvis was healing, and that the hips
did not show a break.

Jesus said:

"Ge ve into all the world and preach the gospel o
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned;
and these signs shall fellow them that believe . . . .
they shall loy honds on the sick, end they sholl re-
cover.”

"1 am the Lord; I chomge not”.

In many instances, I have seen that promise veri-
o
fied.

Many can testify of the miraculous healing of cur
Dolly.
WILLIAM F. ANDERSON

LETTERS
Dear Saints and Friends:

I have been reminded that it is o long time since ]
have written o letter in our church paper, the “Adve-
cate”, so I thought that perhaps vou would like to hear
of my recent irip to England by way of France.

First, I want to thank oll those who offered prayers
in my behalf that T might return home safely. I bene-
fitted from the wvisit with mv loved ones and also those
who made it possible for me to go so sarly after re-
ceiving word of my mother’s illness. All I con sav is;
God bless you for your kindness and vour infersst in
me. [t's reclly wonderful to have true Christion friends
isn't it, as "o irlend in need is a friend indeed!”

Well, T left New York City via the "Queen Mary”,
March Zlst, amriving af Cherbourg, France, five days
later, and then on to Scuthampton, England. It was a
lovely voyage across the Atlantic Ocean ond [ met
some very nice people on board the ship. We entered
into some interesting talks on religion. Upon arriving
in England, I found the weather very cold and damp,
and it continued that way most of the six wesks I was
there. Naturally, my relatives were delighted to see
me, especially my mother. The doctor said my visit
has helped o prolong her life. It was wonderful to
sit by the fireside and tell the gospel story, but to do so
1 had to repudiate most of that which is being tought
by the Church of England precachers. This tock «
long time and much investigation in their dusty Bibles,
but I believe, with the help of God, T was oble to plant
the seed, hopeful that, soon, scme one will come
along and water it
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I took advantage of my stay there by spending
four days in London with friends, and also visiting the
northern part of England by way of Sheffield. 1 also
visited Blenheim Palace, the home of the Duke and
Duchess of Marlborough, and the birthplace of Winston
Churchill.

This was a few miles outside of Oxford. 1 was
heart-broken io see how much damage was done by
bombs during the last war. Much of the cities were in
ruins and in London nearly every block was damaged
but still the English people were and are courageous
and hopeful.  Rationing was still in effect. For in-
stance: each person is only allowed one egg, Y pound
cleomargarine, a few shovels of coal, no sweels of
any amount, efc., per week. Meat? Well, it was so
small it could be dropped in this letter box opening. I
should say the acmount alletted to each person was
about the size of o quarter of o pork chop. Much more
could said but space will not permit.  Suffice it io
say: when I saw the old Statue of Liberty on my re-
turn back to the States I offered a prayer of thankful-
ness tc our Heavenly Father that T was allowed 1o live
in such a wonderful country and among such gromd
people.

RIS

The Gospel? Well T find I have a lot to learn vet,
but from experience, I find God will lead me and lead
all those who seek diligently for the truth. Remember
dear friends: "Thy word is truth” and if we abide by
the word of God, regardless of criticism, He will lead
us and guide ug in the “old, old path.”

Sometimes it is necessary to leave our old friends
as God enlightens our minds, but the sorrow of leaving
them is overshadowed by the jov of "truth” and the
knowledge that if we will obey "His Word” He will
walk with us and talk with us and call us His very

OWIL

‘losing, if there are any who would like to hear

my irip and more of this “Jané}‘HJl Gospel, elc.,
wy coan write me of the address below
i e, may God bless vou all and lead
u by His Word to Truth as fou d in the
ks of the Church of Christ.
Sincerely,
BERT ZOOPF?
R. R %ax 342
h ndence , US.A

Dear Advocats Reader

Once again we greet you.

o4 services were held ot Sister Bowen's
igler Jones', with most all members attending.
7 spiritual meetings «t thess places.

.
Sacrament

are now renswin
Eook of Mormon study.

i
June 153. These meetings are cer

]
.
J

mectings and
st meeting was held
1y @ﬂ,u[@d by all.

The last word received about Sister Tucker: she was
““:Lr,rovihg very slowly. We are all praving for her
cnd ask an interest in your pravers.

Sister Lila Olson has been in the hospital for o
goiter operction and is getting along very nicely.

Sister Dorothy Wilson and niece, Mavbelle jones,
have left for California to meet her husband, Jess E.
Wilson, who is returning from Korea.

Sr. Marjory Cain and husband, alse Bro. cnd St
Chas. Eddy have returned from their trip to the Yellow-
stone National Park.

Muy the Lord's blessings be with vou aoll is my
prayer.

Until next time,
STAVLO AND JONES

INDEPENDENCE ITEMS

An over-obudance of rain throughout the month of
June has caused a great deal of iribulation here in
Missourt. With floods have come closed highways,
ruined crops, late gardens, and troubled spirits.  But
through and in spite of it all God's arace abounds, and
we are thankiul that things are as well with us as the
are. It is o pitiful thing {o witness the cursing of the
poor socul who has no anchor when the winds of ad-
versity blow.

On June 3 another soul was brought into the King-
dom when Bro. Hardy Seevers went forth into the
waters and was baptized by Bro. J. M. Case. The
baptismal service took place at the font immediately
after Sunday School. The confirmation under the
honds of Bro. C. L. Wheaten, Jr. and Bro. Case was dur-
ing the socrament service which followed. On July
22 Sr. Mary Case and Bro. Seevers will be married at
the Church of Christ.

We have had good meetings and some very good
sermons with good atlendance during the past month.
There has been some illness; but most at this fime are
recovered, for which we thank our Hoaveﬂly Father
The sacrament service on June 3 was another bountt fvl
feast from God's table, with the auditorium again well
tilled. Many were the testimonies of Heavenly bless-
ings. Also at this meetling two voung men were called
1o the office of deacon. They are George Reed, the son
cf Bro. and Sr. Charles Reed, and Jack Sorague, son of
Bro. and Sr. Rolland Sprague. Here again is evidence
that God is indeed marshalling His army.

Wheat-

his physician's order

A series of meetings begun by Apostle C. L.
on on june 10 was Dmipo%e& by
because of the sericus condifion of Bro. Wheaton's
health. Both he and Sr. Wncaton were sent to the
hospital for treatment for an illness contracted during
their recent jungle expedition, Happily we can now
tell vou they have both recovered their sitrength, and
better, though not complete health, and plon scon io
continue their work in the fisld

The mother of Bro. Wm. Nast, Mrs. Susie Fink, has
been gravely il for some time. She has recently b
brought hers to her son's homs from her own home in
Minneapolis. Many are the prayers that have gone
up to the throne of grace in her behalf, cnd recently she
obeyed the instructions given in James 5:14 and there-
fore has claim on the promise in verse 15 Also the
35th verse of chapter 44, Book of Commandments. We
rejoice with the angels in heaven that she has found

1L
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faith to call upon the Lord, and we solicit your prayers
for her that He will relieve her terrible suffering.

On Father's Day, June 17, little Dorothy Ann Den-
ham, baby daughter of Bro. and Sr. Nicholas Denham
was blessed under the hands of Bro. Clarence L.
Wheaton ond Bro. C. LeRoy Wheaton, Jr. May God
bless her with a long and fruitful life in Christ.

Our pastor and his wife, Bro. and Sr. C. LeRoy
Wheaton, J1., are the parents of ¢ new baby boy whom
they have named David Joseph. He arrived on June
20. His parents’ jov and pride are expected only by
that of his two older brothers, Jimmy and Duane. But
we all rejcice with them, and thank God for such « fine
little {ellow.

We have heard wonderful reports from reunions
in Michigan cnd Colorado. Bro. A. M. Smith recently
returned from Grand Junction bringing good iidings
from that meeting., Bro. end Sr. Denver Chapmon and
Sr. Melvina Ritchison attended the reunion ot Hopkins-
burg, Mich., ond brought greetings from those who had
gathered there. We are planning to have a reunion
here in August, and we hope that the Saints from near
and far will aitend.

It is with sorrow that we report the passmq of dear
Aunt Minnie Rider, o sister of our own Sr. Willie Yates.
She had been in very poor health for several vears but
always bore her irials with great patience. Many cof
us who lecrned to love her will long remember her
sweemmess and her becutiful handwork. Vs/ ith her
loved ones we mourn her passing, ond extend cur
sympathy.

MARION SPRAGUE. Rsporter.

WITH THE CHURCH IN AN EARLY DAY
Chapter 5
{Continued)

And just here we are led io pause for o moment
ond ask, if the children of Zion were all collected to-
gether and called upon to rise one by one and tell
the story of the finding of the plates from which the
Rook of Mormon was translated, how many would be
able io respond to the call, and tell it in o straight-
forward, intelligent manner? And vet, is it not most
natural to suppose that o story like this, a story at once
fascinating and strange, but just as frue as it is foscin-
ating, would be told by fathers and mothers 1o their lit-
tfle ones; and not only this, but that the pure principles
of richteousness which it contains would be tought to
them in their vouth, that they might grow up to love
the word of God, and might know what their parents
mecn when they hear them beor o solemn testimony
that they know it is God’s work, and must trivmph?

Said a Western man to o stockraiser, "It is a great
mistake to brand the old cattle and not the calves.”
Do we see the philosophy of this? Let us tell vou; the
church of God today are feeling the effects of it, wheth-
er they see its philosophy or not; and sons and daugh-
ters who should have been omaments in the church
are bitter scoffers at the religion the truth of which their
perents would lay down their lives rather than deny.

Was there a time when they might have been brand-
ed”?

"Of all sad werds of tongus or pen
The saddest are these, 't might have been.

5o

“I must first tell vou, children,” begon Mr. Clark,
"a little of the history of Joseph Smith, the mon whom
God chose to translate this bock, and then I will iell
vou how he found it and tromslated it.

"He was a former’s son, brought up to labor, very
much like one of vou boys, and lived in the staie of
New York, from which he moved when he came here.
When he was in his fiffeenth vear, his porents were
living in Wayne County, in a town called Mancl
and about this time there was o great excitlement upon
the subject of religion, cnd four members of his family
united with the Presbvierian Church.

“At this Hme Joseph himself was much conc
in regard to his own condition, and attended the m
ings with great *‘oqulcmty, but could not make up ‘1
mind which church he ought to unile with, altho
he rather inclined to the Msathodist. Being unable to
decide, he was reading the Bible, hoping to gain light
from that which might help him, when he came 1o the
instruction given by James in his epistle: 'If any of you
lack wisdom, let him ask of God.

"This came o his heart with such power that he felt
as though it had been written expressly for him, and
he determined to carry the matier 1o God. Accordingly
he retired to the woods, but had no sooner knelt down
tc pray than he was seized by a power of darkness,
seemningly, bent upon destroyving him. In his extremity,
he called upon Geod for deliverance, and exerted all
his faith to believe that his prayers would be hecrd.
No sooner had he done this thom he saw a pillar of
light ower his head, brighter than the sun, which
descended upon him, and he found himself delivered
from the power of darkness. While this pillar rested
upon him, he saw two personages whose brightness
and glory defy description. One personage called him
by name and said 1o him as he pointed to the other,
"This is my beloved Son; hear ve him.

"Toseph had gone 1o God in prayer, with the sincere
desire 1o know which church was right, and which he
should join; and as scon as he could speak he asked
the question, "Which of these sects is right, and which
shall T join?”

“To his astonishment he was forbidden o join any
of them, and was iold that they were all wrong, “Ad
that their creeds were an abomination in God's sigh
‘They draw near me with their lips, but their hearts are
for from me; they teach for doctrine the commandments
of men, having a form of godliness but denving the
power thersof.’

When Joseph came to himself afier having had his
vision, he found himself lving on his back locking up
toward heaver.

“B few doys after this, he was talking with one of
the Methodist preachers, when he innocently told him
of the vision, never suspecting that he wos saying any-
thing 1o make this mom or any of the other precchers

{Continued on page 108)
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THE TWO COVENANTS
By Elder L. E. Welch

"Tell me, ve that desire to be under the law,
do ve not hear the law? For it is written, that
Abraham had two sons, the one by « bond-
maid, the other by o freewoman. But he who
was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh:
but he of the freewoman was by promise. Which
things are an allegory: for these are the two cov-
encnts; the one from the mount Sinai, which
gendereth o bondage, which is Agar. For this
Agar is mount 3inal in Arabia, and answereth 1o
Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with
her children. But Jerusalem which is above is
free, which is the mother of us all. For it is writ-
ten, Rejoice, thou barren that barest not; breck
forth and cry, thou that fravailest not; for the
desolate hath maony more children than she which
hath an husbond. Now we, brethren, as Iscaac
was, are the children of promise. But as then he
that was born after the flesh persecutest him that
wag born after the Spirit, even so it is now. Nev-
ertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the
bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bond-
woman shall not be heir with the son of the free-
womaon. So then, brethren, we are not children of
the bondwoman, but of the frese.”—Galatians
4:21-31.

In the
io view.

above scripture two covenanis are brought

The first proceeds from Singl, and “gendereth o
bondage”, while the second is associated with the
“Ter which is above”, which is “the mother of
us all”. They, therefore, represent the two great sys-
tems by which God has governad His “(‘GOL}Q on eunh,
"‘“ra‘t by the y tem which originated ot Sinad; second,

by the Gospel, which come through Chris

]'\?“r]

Viewed

his standpeint, these two covenonis
% d as the mothers of God's people,

bv the two wives of Abrcham. Hagar, the
H,reSQnm the law system, ond her son,
Ishmael, sit Jewish nation, the children of
that covenant; while SOrf*H the free wile, represents
the Gospel system, and Iscac her son, signifies «ll
true believers in Christ, who cre “children'”, not of the
"bondwoman, but of thefree.”

wree-

LA

bondwii

These systems are not to continue side by side io-
jether, but the one is successor of the cother in the
Father's favor—ithe law-system with oll its “children”
{(Hogar and Ishmael) being rejected for the true Gospel
system (Sarah ond Isaac); for He says, "Cast out the
bondwomaon ond her som, for the son of the bond-
women sholl not be heir with the son of the free-
womean.”

"MNow we, brethren, (of the Gospel d pensation)

os Isace was, are the children of promise.”

The usual significance of the term “covenant” is
"o mutual agreement or contract binding two or more
parties.” But in order for a contract to be mutudl, the
parties must be able to meet on the same level, each
giving and receiving, and each being obligated by
the other. But the two covenants under consideration
are not of this nature, as can readily be seen; there-
fore, the term "covenant” is not here used in its com-
mon, or ordinary sense, but in an analogical sense,
because of the relative position of the parties.

All the benefits are conferred by the one, and «ll
the cbligations are sustained by the other. This makes
a mutual contract or obligation impossible. God and
man are not equal, for they occupy different planes;
therefore their relations must not be regarded as iden-
tical with the contracts, agreements, and relations of
men with men. A study of the Bible use of the term
"covenant' as existing between God and mon shows
that it signifies blessings o mon, generally through
some particular system by which they are to be en-
joyed. For this reason his "Covenant’ is used inter-
chongeably with his “"Counsel”, "Oath”, or “Promise.”

“I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have
sworn unto David my servant, Thy seed will I estab-
lish forever, and build up thy throne to all genero-
tions."—Psalm 89:3-4.

This covencnt was not a mutual agreement, but
was simply a sworn promise. So also in Psalm 105:8-11.

The "covenant” which he made with Abrahom,
and his "oath” unto Isaac, simply promises to give the
land of Conaan to the Jews. The entite Abrohamic
covenant is thus regarded simply as o divine promise,
and not in any sense a mutual agreement. For proof
see Hebrews 6:13-15; Gal. 3:14-18; Luke 1:6875

The promise of a coming Redeemer is termed
"God's Covenant”’, vet who would think of suggesting
that such was the result of o mutual contract or obligo-
tion made between God and man? It is o covenant
indeed, vet is all cnes*id@d and consists of God's grot-
uitcus blessing. (See Isa. 53:20-21).

In addition to the foregoing proofs of the mecning
of "covenont’, when applied to God's relation with
men, we have positive proof that it is applied to any
God-appointed arrangement with or without humon
conditions.

1. Day and Night. "If ve can breck mvy covenant of
the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there
should not be day and night in their season”—(See
Jer. 33:20). Day and night are not the result of an
agreement between God and man, but are wholly of
divine appointment. Therefore any of God's fixed co-
rangements, or commandments Or promises may prop
erly be termed his "covenant’, according to the Bible
use of the word.
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2. Sabath.—'Wherefore the children of Israel shall
keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout
their generations, for a perpetual ccvenant.'—Exodus
31:16.

2. Circumcision. 'Thou shalt keep my covenamnt
therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their genera-
tions. This is my covenant which ye shall keep, . . .
Every man child among you shall be circumcised.”—
Genesis 17:9-10.

In these last two scriptures positive commands are
sermed God's covenant. So also a single precept of a
system ordained by the Lord is termed his covenant.
(see Jer. 34:13-14)

We have already shown that God has made two
covenonts, each of which embraces an enfire system
of divine law ond government in a distinct dispensa-
fion of time. These we desire especially to set forth,
showing their establishment, nature, duration and
special relation to each other. Although in one sense
they are distinct from each other; yet in cnother sense
they bear a certain relationship with each other.

lshmael and Isacc were quite different; for one was
the son of a slave, while the other was the son of a free-
woman; yet after all they were half brothers, for they
both had the same father. Likewise God is the cuthor
of both covenants under consideration. The relation
of Abraham with his slave, however, was not o natural
one, but was an accommodation to certain existing con-
ditions deemed expedient at that time, but this relation
ended when Hagar was dismissed from the family
adter the birth of Issac.

S5 also, God's relation with the old covenant ond
ite “children’’ was not entirely a natural one, but was
an accommodation o condiiions in that age of the
world, and therefore came to an end with the esiab-
lishment of the Gospel; "for we, brethren, as Isaac
was, are the children of promise.” And now is fulfilled
the commandment, “Cast out the bondwoman and her
son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir
with the son of the free woman.”

The first covenani, the one afterward “cast out”
came, we are told, “from mount Sinal,” therelore we
shall consult the Bible in order 1o see what constitutes
that covenant from Sinal. (Read Exodus 34:28-29; also
Deut. 4:13) These two scriptures declare positively
ihett the ten commemnmdments written on tables of stone,
constiuted the Sinai covenant, but this fact is even
more clearly siated, if possible, in Deut. 5:2-22.

That the decalogue itself constituted the covenant
proper is further shown by the fact that the violation of
ony of its precepts was termed o brecking of the
covencmt. For example, the commandment forbidding
images: Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the
covenant of the Lord vour God, which He made with
vou, ond make you « graven image, or the likeness of
onvthing, which the Lord thy God hath forbidden
thee. —Deut. 4:23.

Or the commandment forbidding idolatry: “Then
men shall say, Because they have forscken the cov-
encmt of the Lord God of their fathers, which he made
with them when he brought them out of the land of
Egypt: for they went and served other gods, and wor-

shipped them, gods whom they knew not, cnd whom
he had not given unto them.”'—Deut. 29:2526. (See
also Deut. 31:16.)

And the commandment against covetousness and
stealing when Acchan coveted and stole certain things
at Jericho—he was taken ond destroyed because he
hald)x‘rcmngessed the covenant of the Lord (see Joshua
7:15).

But while the decalogue, as the {oregoing scripiures
show, constituted the covenont proper, other precepts
given on Sinal were included in that covenant (Read
Jer. 34:13-14.) This last precept is from Excdus 21:2,
and was therefore contained in the Book of the Cov-
enant that Moses wrote just after God first spoke on
Sinal. At that time God gave the Ten Commandments,
together with certain other laws, statutes, judgments
and ordincnces, whereupon 'Moses wrote ALL the
words of the Lord” (which included the decalogue)
in a htile bock containing what is now the 20th, 21st,
29nd, and 23rd chapters of Exodus. After writing it
Moses took this little “Book of the Covenomt” ond read
it in the audience of the people; and they said, "All
that the Lord hath said will we do and be obedient.
And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the peo-
ple, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which
the Lord hath made with you concerning all these
words.—Exodus 24:7-8.

Here the word "covenant” is expanded, including
the little book, for the simple reason that the book con-
taqined the covencnt proper—ithe ten commandments.
Had they not been included in this writing of Moses
we should know little concerning them, for the stone
tablets upon which they were written (as we shall see)
have disappeared.

At o later fime Moses wrote o large book, The
Pentateuch, comprising what is now the first five books
of the Bible, and in this he included the little book just
mentioned which forms chapters 20 to 23 of Exodus.

Now, since "the book of the Covencnt’” which had
been dedicated by blood, was incorporated in the com-
plete writings of Moses, the entire work became known
as “the book of the covenant' embracing the whole
Mosaic or law system-—moral, civil, and ceremonial.
Thus the writer of the book of Hebrews states that "the
iret covenant had ordinances of divine service, and o
worldly sanctucry”  (Heb. 9:1). ceremonial
things were not the entire covenant; but the "Hret” cov-
encnt had these things, also. Therefore in Ezekiel
44:7 the defiling of the temple is termed s breaking
the covenant.

s
These

I 11 Corinthioms 3:14-15, Paul regards the old cov-
enant as identical with the writings of Moses—the
Penicieuch. Now, this is the broadest use of the term
"0ld covenant” that we have in the Bible. This boock
of the low is term “the covenant”, becouse it coniains,
is built upon, and centers in the covenant proper-—
the Ten Commandments (see Exodus 34:28; Deut. 4:13;

Deut. 5:2-22.)

The foregoing scriptures show positively that the
covenant from Sinai was one, and that it included the
decalogue, and dll other precepts and commandments,
whether civil, moral, or ceremonial.
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Certain law-teachers of the present day have at-
tempted to build up an ingenious theory that there
were two distincet laws given to the Jews—one the law
of God, and the other the laow of Moses. The deco-
logue they exalt above everything else, constontly,
calling it "the law of God”, “the law of the Lord”, “the
moral law”. The rest of the law they place in an in-
ferior position, calling it the “law of Moses”, or “cere-
monial law.” Now, this distinction is false, and o mere
shift, in order to uphold an unscriptural theory. In not
one place in the Bible is this distinction ever made.
The "decalogue” is never singled out and called the
"law of God", "the Law of the Lord”, or "moral law";
nor are the rest of Moses writings ever called ''the
ceremonial law”. On the contrary, the writings of
Moses, aside from the decalogue, are frequently
styled "the law of the Lord”. Thus in II Chron. 21:3,
the bumt offerings, set feasts, are oll given as com-
monded in the "law of the Lord”.

"Tor God commanded saying, Honor thy father
and mother” (Mat. 15:4); “"For Moses said, Honor thy
father and mother” Mark 7:10). Thus the scme pre-
cept of the decalogue is attributed both 1o God and o
Moses. No distinction, making two laws.

"Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of
you keepeth the law? Why go ve about io kill me?”
(5t John 7:19.) Here the commandment against murder
{in the decalogue) is ascribed to Moses. Now verses
22, 23: "Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision.”
“"If o man on the sabbath day receive circumcision,
that the law of Moses should not be broken.” No such
things as two laws was known to Christ; he simply at-
tributed all to Moses.

"And when the days of her purification according o
the law of Moses were accomplished, thev brought
him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord: (as if is
written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth
the womb shall be called holy io the Lord)'—Luke
2:22-23. No distinction made here between “'the law
of the Lord”, and "the law of Moses”, but the iwo are
used in reference fo the same thing—a cerermonial pre-
cept.

"And they spoke unto Ezra the scribe io bring the
book of the law of Moses.” So they read in the book in
the law of God, distinctly, and gave the sense, and
caused them to understand the reading.”—Nehemich
8:1-8. This "law of Moses” and this "law of God”
were the same thing; and out of this book in the law
of God, Ezra read “from morning until midday” {(verse
3). But why is it called both the law of Moses and
the law of God. The answer is clearly given—because
it was “the book of the law of Moses which the Lord
had commanded” (verse 1.) Ezra "was a ready scribe
in the loaw of Moses which the Lord God of Israel had
given” (Ezra 7:6). It was the law of God because God
was its author; it was the law of Moses because hs
gave it fo the people. Only one law was given o
Israel, simply called “the law”, which included the
whole system—every precept, whether moral, civil,
or ceremonial.

In an effort to exalt the decalogue above the rest
of the law, omd thus enforce this unscriptural distine-
tion, these craity teachers of the “law’ exclaim: Bui
God gave the decalogue himself; whereas the remain-

der was given by Moses. This statement appears cn
its face to be correct and innocent enough; but o con-
struction is placed upon it that is absolutely false.
Reader, mark this fact: The entire law, decalogue ond
all, proceeded from the same source—was given of
God himself, and in the same way. He spoke it all
from heaven. The only difference was in the recording
of the law. God recorded the decalogue on stones.
Whereas Moses recorded the entire Book of the Law
{decalogue included) in a book. The recording was an
after consideration. God first spoke the Ten Com-
mandments directly to all the people (see Deut. 5:4-22;
Exodus 20:1-18); and these words, accompanied by
supernatural monifestations, so terrified the people that
(at their request) the Lord did not deliver the rest of
His law directly to them, as he probably would other-
wise have done (see Hebrews 12:19; Exodus 20:19).
Thereiore Moses '""drew near unto the thick darkness
where God was” (Exodus 20:21), and received the rest
of the statutes, judgments, laws and ordinances, which,
as I have already shown, he wrote in o small book
and read to the people, then dedicated it as the Book
of the Covenant.

The assertion that the words of God spoken ic
Moses privately ot the request of the people are in-
ferior to the words spoken publicly is, to say the least,
a perversion of the facts in the case. In the New Tesic-
ment some of the Gospel was spoken directly by Christ,
and recorded afterward in His own words, while other
parts were recorded in the language of the apostles
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Are there,
therefore, two Gospels in the New Testament? Is one
part infericr to the cther? Certainly notl So in the
Old Testament God gave the entire law in the same
way. He spoke it. The entire congregation heard only
a part of it; but Moses heard it all, emd wrote it—one
law proceeding from one source.

The question may be asked: Why did God write
the decalogues on the stone tables? The answer is
easy and clear. After Moses dedicated the small book
of law referred io, he returmed to mount Sinal, ond re-
mained there many days, during which time he re-
ceived dall of the law from the mouth of God:

"And he gave unito Moses, when he had made an
end of communing with him upon mount Sinci, two
tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the
finger of God".— Exodus 31:18. This explainsg the
whole matter. Over and over again, these tablas are
called the "festimony”.

Testimony of what? Why, they were God's wit-
ness, citestation, or “testimony” to the rest of the law,
which the people had not heard. And as they con-
tained the words divinely written, which the people
knew were divinely given they, thersfore, constituted
the proof or seal that the remainder were also the
words of God himself. A witness never testifies for him-
self, but for some one else. The tables were o testi-
mony, not for themselves, but for the remainder of the
law. Al the rules, regulations, imitations, cnd penal-
ties pertaining to the ten precepts that the people them-
selves had heard, were given privately to Moses;
therefore they needed o divine oftestation of soms
kind.

Furthermore, this method of giving some visible
thing as o proof or atftestation, was in accordance
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with the customs of the times: “Now this was the maon-
ner in former time in Israel concerning the redeeming
and concerning changing, for to confirm ol things: o
man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbor:
and this was o testimony in Israel.”—Ruth 4:7.  Now
this cld shoe was not a testimony for itself, but was o
proof or witness of the entire business fransaction.

Again we read concerning Joshua: ""And the people
said unto Joshua, the Lord our God will we serve, omd
his voice will we obey. So Joshua made a covenant
with the people that day, and set them o statute ond
an ordinance in Shechem. And Joshua wrote these
words in the book of the law of God, and ook o great
stone, and set it up there under an oak, that was by
the sanctuary of the Lord. And Joshua said unto doll
the peopls, Behold, this stone shall be o witness unto
us; for it hath heard all the words of the Lord which
he spake unto us; it shall be therefore o witness unic
you, lest ye deny our God.—Joshua 24:24-27.

Was the old shoe superior to the transcction of
which it was o testimony?

Was the stone of Shechem another law, or in some
way o superior object to thot written covenant of
which it was only a “withess”'?

Let candid men answer.

So also the stone tables were simply a "testimony”
divinely given, wilnessing to the cuthenticity and
divine authorship of the one written law given by
Moses.

In the third chapter of Galations Poul discusses ot
length the Abrahamic covenant, proving that it meets
its fullillment in Christ; therefore he was obliged to
consider the matter of this Mosaic covenant, which was
introduced between the giving of the Abrahamic Cov-
enant and the appearing of Christ. In this he cleorly
shows the temporary nature of the whole Mosale law
system:

“And this I say, that the covenant (of Abraham)
that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law {(of
Moses), which was four hundred and thirty vears aofter,
can not disannul, that it should moke the promise of
none effect.”—Verse 17. And since he connects the
Abrahamic Covenant and the Gospel of Christ, thus
dispensing with the law of Moses, which was estab-
lished between these daies, he asks the question,
"Wherelore then serveth the law?” or in other words,
Why was the loaw given? This he cnswers:

"It was added because of transgressions, until the
seed should come to whom the promise was made.”
Verse 19. "And to thy seed, which is Christ'—Verze
16. This shows the temporary nature of the Mosaic
system, as also do verses 24 and 25: "Wherefore the
law was our schoolmaster to bring us {the Jews) unto
Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after
that faith is come (the iniroduction of the gospel), we
are no lenger under o schoolmaster.” This scripture
shows:

1. That the Sinad law, given four hundred and thirty
vears after the Abrahamic Covenant, was to end with

Christ.

Z. That it was given "because of transgressions’’,

which shows that it was designed to restrain sin, thus
being adapted to a sin age.

Paul distinctly taught what class of people the law
was adapted to, when some men were endeavoring
{(as some iry today) to bind the law upon Christians.
He declared that these law-teachers understocd
"Neither what they say, nor whereof they affirmed’’,
but he himself asserted that the law was "not made for
a righteous man, but for the lawless, and disobedient,
for the ungodly, and for sinners, for unholy and pro-
fane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers,
for man-slayers, for whoremongers” (I Tim. 1:7-9); and
in Hebrews 10:1-4, shows that the law system was not
able to remove sin from the hearts of the people.
"Moreover the law entered, that the offense might
abound”.—(Rom. 5:20.)

Furthermore, the law system was given only to the
Jewish nation. Paul says that the Gentiles "have not
the law” (Rom. 2:14). However, according to Exodus
12:48-49, it was possible for Gentiles, through circum-
cision to become Jewish proselytes, and thus become
subject to the jurisdiction of their law. And in some
cases this was done extensively, as in the tHme of
Esther: “And many of the people of the land became
Jews, for the fear of the Jews fell upon them'' (Esther
8:17); but primarily the law applied to the Jews only, .
cand was their schoolmaster to bring them (the Jews)
to Christ.

Reader, turn and read Jeremiah 31:31-34—A new
Covenant for the Jews:

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will
moke o new covenant with the house of Israel, and
with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant
that 1 made with their fothers in the day that T took
them by the hand to bring them out of the lond of
Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was
cm husband unto them, saith the Lord. But this shall
be the covencnt that [ will make with the house of
Istael; After those davys, saith the Lord, T will put my
law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts;
and will be their God, and they shall be my people.”

This new covenant was established by Jesus Christ;
"By so much was Jesus made a surety of a betier testo-
ment’ (Heb. 7:22). "But now hath he obtained a more
excellent ministry, by how much also he is the media-
tor of a better covenant, which was established upon
better promises’” (Heb. 8:8). In every respect this new
covenant through Christ is better thon the old one:

1. It "was established upon betier promises.” The
Mosaic covenant was bassd upon those promises in
the original Abrahamic covenant which pertains to the
literal Israel, hence was limited, national: whereas the
"better covenont” is based upon those promises in the
Abrahamic Covenont which have universal import,
meeting their fulfillment in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

2. It was o better mediator. “The law was given
by Moses” (John 1:17). Whereas Jesus was "the me-
dictor of the New Covenant” {(Heb. 12:24; 8:6).

, 3. 1t has o better priesthood. The priests of the
law were fallible men who "were not suffered to con-
tinue by reason of death” (Heb. 7:23); whersas Jesus
is our high priest and he "is holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, and made higher than the
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heavens”, and "because he continueth ever, hath an
unchangeable priesthood” (Heb. 7:24-26).

4 It has « better sanctuary. "The first covenant”
had "a worldly sonctuary” (Heb. 9:1). The new cov-
enant sanctuary, temple, or house of God is his spirit-
ual church. (See Peter 2:5; Heb. 3:6; I Tim. 3:15; Ephes-
ioms 2:19-22.)

o It has a better sacrifice. Instead of the “blood of
bulls, and of goats”, "which con never take away
sins” (Heb. 9:13; 10:11), it has “the blood of Christ’
Whig:h is able to "purge your conscience from dead
works o serve the living God’” (Heb. 9:14).

Throughout the book of Hebrews these two cov-
enants are placed in sharp contrast, and the first cov-
enant is declared to have been abolished. The weak-
ness of the old covenant was one of the couses of its
cbolition. (Read Hebrews 8:18-272).

In this new covenant there is perfect salvation from
sin through the blood of Jesus Christ. The abolition
of the first covenant, and the establishment of the sec-
ond covenant is set forth in Hebrews 8:6-13, in the
plainest manner. Reader please turn and read these
scriptures, and notice the manner in which these two
covenants are placed in contrast, thus, A covenant, "A
better covencnmt,” "First Covenant,” "Second”, "Old
covenant”, “New covenant”. The first covenant was
faulty in that it was unable to accomplish God's per-
fect work, for it could not “make the comers thereto per-
fect” (Heb. 10:1). It ¥ made nothing perfect” (Heb. 7:19).
However a law might of itself be perfect, and vet never
make any man perfect, not being designed to. But Paul
concludes that since the first covenant has been super-
ceded by the "second”, "new”, end "betier covenant”
it now “decayeth and waxeth old, and is ready to
vanish away” (Heb. 8:13).

Now, what was included in this ‘first”, “old” and
abolished covenant? I have already shown by many
scriptures that the first covenant, which came from
Sinad, included the whole law of Moses, moral, civil
and ceremonial—decalogue and all. Now [ shall add
three texts showing that the decalogue constituted this
abolished covenant proper, and shall challenge any
mon on earth to answer these three texis in the order
given:

1. Hebrews 8:9: Here ({(according to the context
given) the “first”, “old”, and abolished covenaont, which
“decayeth”, and is "ready to vanish away” is declared
io be "the covenant that I made with their fothers in
the day when I tcok them by the hand to lead them
out of the land of Egypt.” What was that covenant?

2. In I Kings 8:21: "I have set there a place for the
ark, WHEREIN is the covenant of the Lord, which he
made with our fathers, when he brought them out of
the land of Egypt.”

Reader mark the identity of the longuage in these
two scriptures, the “first”, “old” "foulty”, abolished
covencnt thai God made with the fathers, when he
brought them out of the land of Egypt was in the ark.
Now what was in the ark?

3. Verse 9, of I Kings, chapter 8: "There was noth-
ing in the ark save the two tables of stone, which

Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord made o cov-
enant with the children of Israel,—when they came

a

out of the land of Egypt.

All the "'perverse disputings” (I Tim. 8:5 of law-
teachers, who understand “neither what they say, nor
whereol they affirm” (I Tim. 1:7), con never alter this
truth. They may argue and “affirm”, that the decal-
ogue was not abolished with the old covenant; but
they can never answer these last three texis which de-
clare it was, i.e., Hebrews 8:9 and I Kings 8:9-21.

But while the decalogue is here pointed out as the
abolished covencant, we must remember that it was
the "testimony” of the whole Mosaic system—that it
simply stands for the whole—and that therefore oll
came to an end with it

Paul declares that Christ "abolished in his flesh
... the law of commandments contained in ordinances”
(Eph. 2:15), with the cbolished law of Ten Command-
ments, statutes, and judgments of the old law with
which it was surrounded, and which were sustained
by it. For this reason, Jeremiah, predicting the estab-
lishment of the new covenant, says:

“In those days, saith the Lord, they shall say no
more, The ark of the covenamt of the Lord: neither shall
it come to mind; neither shall they remember it; neither
shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more.
At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the
Lord, and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to
the name of the Lord"—Jer. 3:16-17.

The ark and its covenant contain no sacredness for
the Christions, except in a mere typical sense—their
worship does not center there. By the command of
God they have forgotten it, cnd «ll their devotions, wor-
ship, and sacred associations center in "“Jerusalem”,
in that Gospel of our Lord which went forth from the
Holy City.

Again, dear recder, turn ond read I Corinthions
3:3-14. Here the first covenant is defined as the "old
testament’’, tables of stone”, “the ministration of
death” which “was glorious” o that time, "the lstter”
which “killeth’, “the ministration of condemnation”,
and that which “was written and engraven in stones”
which was done away and “abclished”.

The second covenant ig the "new festament’, of
which Poul was on able minister, "the Spirit” which
Ygiveth life”, “'the ministration of the Spirit”, "the glory
that excelleth”, “that which remaineth”, ond is written
"in the fleshly tables of the heart.”

WITH THE CHURCH IN AN EARLY DAY

{Continued from page 103)
angry, but from that ime thev began to slander him,
and told him his vision ‘was all of the devil’; and they
will shortly say the same to me,” added Mr. Clark;
“for God has told me the same thing, as I told vour
mother yvears ago, though I did not then think it best to
tell you, my children.”

"1 heard you telling it to mother,” spoke by Daniel,
“as I was lying awake in my room, and I believe it.”

The others looked at Daniel with surprise, wonder-
ing why he had never meniioned it o them:; but quick-
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ly turned to their father, waiting for him to go on.

"Joseph received his first vision about the year
18198, and being now perfectly satisfied that none of the
different sects were right or accepted of God, he con-
tinued to labor with his father until 1823, oll this time
being subjected to persecution and slander. Being
young, and just such a boy as many others are, he
was not only tempted into folly and the doing of many
things which were wrong, but unhappily he yvielded
to the temptation. Being very sorry for this, he re-
pented, and again sought the Lord in prayer, asking
earnestly to be forgiven for his sins.

"Again a heavenly messenger appearsed to him,
and Joseph thus describes his appearance: '] discov-
ered a light oppearing in the room, which continued
to increase until the room was brighter than noon-day,
when immediately a personage appeared at my bed-
side, standing in the dir, for his feet did not touch the
floor. He had on a loose robe of most exquisite white-
ness. It was a whiteness beyond anvthing earthly I
had ever seen: nor do I think that any earthly thing
could be made to appear so exceedingly white and
brilliant; his hoands were naked, and his arms also, «
liftle above the wrists; so also were his feet naked, as
were his limbs «a little above his ankles, and his head
and neck were bare. Not only was his robe exceed-
ingly white, but his whole person was glorious beyond
description, and his countenance truly like lightning.
He called me by name and said unto me that he was
o messenger sent from God and that his name was
Moroni.

"The cngel told Joseph about the gold plates upon
which the Book of Mormon was written, and he saw
the place so plainly in this vision that he was able o
go directly there afterwards. The ongel told him that
the fullness of the everlasting gospel was contained in
this record, as it had been delivered to the people of
this continent by the Savior when He visited them
here. Also that there were two stenes in silver bows
hid up with the plates, which had been placed there
for the purpose of translating the writing on these
golden plates. The ongel told him that the Hime had
not yet come when he should obtain the plates, but
when he did obtain them, if he showed them to any
one, he would be destroved. He told him also, that his
name should be known in all the world; that some
should hold him in great esteem, and some in con-
tempt, or that 'he should be both good and evil spoken
of among dll people.’” When the cngel had finished
the message he had come to bring, the light in the
room began to gather immediately around him, ond
Joseph saw a passage open, as it were, directly up
into heaven, and the angel ascended up through this,
until he entirely disoppeared.

"While Joseph was meditating upon these things,
the same heavenly messenger returned 'a second fime,
and after having repeated what he had said the first
Hme without the least variation, he told him still fur-
ther, that great judgments were coming upon the earth,
with desclations by famine, sword, and pestilence, and
that they would come in this generation. After having
related these things he again deparied as he had done
at the first.

"Again, the third time, the same messenger cp-
peared, and after repeating what he had before said,
he added a cautien to Joseph, telling him that Saton
would tempt him to think of using the plates (because
they were of gold), for the benefit of his father’s family,
as they were poor and many times in need of money;
but he warned him never to think of this, for he must
have no object in getling the plates other than to glorify
God and help to build up His kingdom; for, if he had
any other motive, he would never get them. Again
the angel departed, and shortly after this, Joseph heard
the cock crow and saw that day was approaching,
and he knew then that these interviews had lasted the
whole night.”

“"Was this a vision, father,” asked Daniel, “or was
he really awake and saw the angel.?” .

"He was awake, and saw the angel, and heard
him.”

“But if the angel was real and had a body, how
could he enter the house without coming in as we do?
Could he come right through the wall?”

"Do you remember how many times Jesus came to
His disciples in this manner, cfter His resurrection?

"Ne, father.”

“If you will turn to the twentieth chapter of John,
and read the nineteenth verse, we will listen.”

“Then the same dav of evening, being the first day
of the week, when the doors were shut where the dis-
ciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus
and stood in the midst, and saveth unto them, Peace be
unio you.”

] i
"“Now read the verse sixteen of the same chapter.

“Tesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned hersel/ft and
saith unto him, Rabboni; which is fo say, Master.

The children listened oftentively, buil presently

Mary said:

"Might He not have come through the door, father,
by opening it just as we do?”

"Why had the disciples closed the door, doughter?”
"For fear of the Jews.”

“When we close a door beccuse of fear, what do
we do besides?”

”Oh,“

“If we did not, there would be no benefit in closing
it: for wicked men would enter just as quickly with the
door closed as they would with it open.”

said Mary, "we fasten or bolt it.”

"Who was Moroni, father?”

"You will find his history tcld fully in the Bock of
Mormon. He was the son of Mormon, and the one
who hid the plates in the place where Josegh found
them."”

"But, father,” said Daniel, "do those who have once
lived hers on earth ever come back fo visit men? [
thought angels were beings who had always lived in
heaven.”
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"The angel who appeared unto Zacharias told him
his name was Gabriel, and that he stood in the pres-
ence of God. This was the angel that was sent unto the
prophet, Daniel, o give him ‘skill end understanding’
concerning the things which should happen to his peo-
ple. But can you tell me who it was that appeared to
Jesus on the mount of transfiguration?”

"It was Mceses and Elias,” answered Mary.

"?’They had once lived upon the earth, had they
not?”

“Yes, father, but they are not called ongels.”

“No, but it is sald, 'They appeared in glory,” ond it
is sure that they did appear unto him. Tum now to
the nineteenth chapter of Revelation and read the
tenth verse.”

“And I fell ot his feet to worship him. And he said
unto me, See thou do it not. I am thy fellow servant,
and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus:
worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit
of prophecy.”

"Here, my daughter, vou see the angel who had
been talking with John forbids John io worship him,
and ot the same Hme tells him he was one of his breth-
ren that had been slain for the testmony of Jesus and
was only o fellow servant.”

“Yes, T see it now, Iather, but I never thought of it
before. It is good to have so much evidence of the life
to come, and know that we shall live again.”

“"You are right, daughter, and these things confirm
the words of the apostle when he tells us that our
bodies, in the resurrection, shall be like the glorious

body of Christ.”
Chapter 6

"How long was it after this before Joseph got the
plates?” said Daniel.

“ At first he thought that he would not tell the vision
to anyone,” continued Mr. Clark; "but the angel Mor-
oni, appearing to him again, commaonded him o tell his
father of the wision and the commoaondment which he
had received, and when he had done this, his father
said, Tt is of God; go and do as commanded.” He left
the field, where he had been working with his father,
ond went o distance of two or three miles to the hill
Cumorah, where the angel was waiting for him. Now
began the struggle in his mind, and the tempiation
against which Moroni had warned him.

“As he recognized the place where the records
were hid, there seemed to dawn upon his mind all of

once the vasiness and magnitude of what had been.

revecled to him. There, buried in the ground just at
his feet, was the history of a pesople who had lived
upon this continent long before the time when it had
been discovered by Columbus. What on astonighment
the publication of such a bock would be 1o the world,
ond what wealth it would bring to its fortunate owner.
If the plates were once in his possession, no one could
doubt the truth of his story, for they themselves would
be the proof of what he would tell.

1y

Thus whispered the power of darkness to him, but
the still, small voice replied, 'Did not the cngsl wam

vousto beware of ambition and io remember that in
getting the plates you must have no object in view but
to glorifty God? Morsover, were you not warned that
if you showed the plates to any oneg, you would be
destroyed?”’ Again the tempter whispered, "Who will
believe this strange story if yvou have nothing to show
in proof that it is true? What harm can possibly come
of your showing the plates?’ ‘Beware of discbeying
the commandments of God, for if you are not faithful
vou can not obtain the plates,” again whispered the
Spirit to him.

"Thus the conflict continued in his mind as he stood
on the west side of the hill Cumorch, where, not iar
from the top, under a stone of considerable size, the
plates were lying, deposited in a stone box. Joseph re-
moved the earth from the stone covering the box, and
taking a strong stick for a lever, he put it under the
cover and raised it up. Upon looking into the box he
saw the breastplate, the Urim and Tummim and also
the gold plates upon which the history was engraved,
but when he siretched out his hand to take possession
of the record, he was restrained by an invisible power.
This attempt he made three different times, each time
with o like result, until he at last exclaimed aloud,
"“Why can I not obtain this book?’

" "Because you have not kept the commandments of
the Lord,” answered a voice seemingly very near him.
Joseph locked, and to his astonishment beheld Moroni.
Then he humbled himself in prayer, and the darkness
began to melt away, and the power of God's Spirit
was with him. The heavens were opened "{O}}_is view,
and the glory of the Lord shone round about and rested
upon him. While he was looking in great wonder
and awe upon this, the angel said, Look’ and he saw
the Prince of Darkness, surrounded by o great ifrain
of associates, and as this passed before him, the angel
corid: “This is shown vou, the good and evil, the holy
and the unpure, the glory of God and the power of
darkness, that yvou may hereafter know the two powers,
and never be influenced or overcome by the wicked
one. You now see why vou could not obtain this
record, that the commondment was strict, and if ever
these sacred things are obtained, it must be by prayer
and faithfulness in obeving the Lord.

Joseph was again told by Moroni that if he was
faithful thereafter, he should obtain the plates, and
tramslate them by the gift and power of God, and by
them, the Lord would work a great and marvelous
work., After this he returned home, and though disap-
pointed, he was determined io be patient and over-
come by faith and cbedience. Joseph made vearly
visits to Cumorch and each time he met with Moroni,
and from him received instruction concerning the great
work of the latter days and the kingdom which God
was about to set up, as shown to the prophet, Daniel,
never again to be thrown down nor given io oanother
people. Four vears these visits lasted, when on the
22nd of September, 1827, Moroni delivered the plates
into the hoands of Joseph, telling him that he would
come for them when he had done what was required
at his hands. Joseph soon learned why the angel had
given him such strict charge in regard to them; for no
sooner was it known that he had them, thon every
device was resorted to in order to iake them from him,
but the Lord waiched over them until loseph had
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tremslated the part of them which is contained in this
book, and then the angel took them again.”

“"Father”, said Daniel, "how is it that God did not
have a church upon the earth? Did not Christ tell his
disciples to go into all the world and preach his gospel
to every creature? Where is the church they estab-
lished?"

"Your question can not be answered without first
telling you something about the plan of God's govern-
ment and the laws by which his church must be gov-
ermed. It may be o little difficult for you tc under-
stand, but I will fry to make it plain to you.

"You will remember that when Christ was teaching
his disciples, he told them at various times thot he did
nothing but what his Father had commanded him to
do. He always spoke of his Father as being the one
to exercise authority, just as obedient children regard
their parents.”

"T think I understand that, father.”

"Very well; now let me read the twenty-ninth verse
of the eighth chapter of John: 'And he that sent me is
with me; the Father hath not left me alone; for [ do
always those things that please him’. Jesus here tells
the Jews that his Father had not left him alone; what
does he say was the reason?”

"For I do always the things that please him,"” read
Mary.

“Here, my children, is the reason of the Son’s not
being left alone. He was sent by the Father with
power and cuthority to do « certain work. He was
obedient and faithful in doing just what the Father sent
him to do, and therefore the Father honored him and
was always well pleased with him.

“"When he sent his disciples into «ll the world to
preach, he sent them to preach his gospel, and as his
Father had given him power and authority to do cer-
tain things when he sent him to earth, so Jesus gave
his disciples power and authority. You must ry io
understand that neither Peter, James, nor John had ony
cuthority as men—the power and authority was not in
them, but was in the gospel they were sent to preach.
Do you think yvou understcnd what I mean?”

"You mean, Father, that if they had not told the
pecple what Jesus sent them 1o tell, he would not have
been with them, and if he had not been with them,
they would not have had the power to do the things

he promised they should do.”

"That is what [ mean, Daniel, for the power was not
in them, but in the gospel they were sent o preach; sc,
in time, afier the disciples were dead, men grew care-
less of what they were taught, and did mony svil
things; and at last they no longer had any powser, for
they did not teach men what Christ had tought; neither
did they study the word of God to know what he had
iold them io do. Indeed, the church become so corrupt
that they hid the word of God, chained it o the desks in
the convenis and churches, and taught the people that
it was a sin for them 1o read i, Thus vou see the psople
knew nothing about the teachings of Jesus, only as the
priests told them, and the priests taught them many
things which Jesus never had taught.”

"That was before the days of Luther, was it not,
father?”

"Yes, and you remember how zealously Luther con-
tended against their wickedness and what great good
he did; but he never claimed to have been sent of God,
as Jesus did. After his time came other good men and
great reformers, among whom were John and Charles
Wesley; but none of them claimed to have direct auth-
ority from God; nor said that God had instructed them
and told them how to organize o church; but they did
the best that human wisdom could devise, and were
great and good men.”

"Were they not wiser thon Joseph Smith, father?”

"Yes, far wiser, and while he was but a young
and unlearned boy, they were men and had been well
educated.”

"It seems strange that God did not choose them,
or send Moroni to some one older and wiser,” said
Daniel, thoughtiully.

"Do you remember the early history of King David?”
"Yes, father.” )

“You remember that after Scaul had transgressed
the commandments of the Lord, the Lord said to the
prophet, Samuel, ‘Fill thine horn with oil and go, T will
send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have provided
me o king among his sons’. The prophet feared that
Saul would kill him if he heard that he had gone to
anoint any one to be king of Israel; for though he had
transgressed against God, he was still king and had
great power in his hands and could punish those who
did not do to please him. Because of this, Samuel took a
heifer cnd went to Bethlehem cnd told the people of
the town that he had come peaceably io sacrifice to
the Lord, and he sanctified Jesse ond his sons and
told them to comse 1o the sacrifice.

"You must remember that among the sons of Jesse,
Samuel knew there was the one he had been sent to
anoint, but he did not know which one of them it was.
When Flias, a tall, noble-locking man came o Samuel,
the prophet, seeing his beauty and his strong, manly
person, said in his  heart, ‘Surely the Lord's
cnointed 18 before him!” This was the natural wisdom
of Samuel, ond vou must remember that from the hour
swhen his mother, in agony of spirit, prayed o the Lord
thet he would give her o son, Samuel had been con-
secrated to God. The Lord had maony times revealed
himself to him, and he had never trangressed the com-
mondments of God.  If any maon was capoble of judg-
ing which of Jesse's =zons was the one the Lord had
chosen, would it not be natural to suppose that Samuel
wos the maon?”’

"Certainly, father, emd could he not really tell which
one he had been sent io cnoint?”

"Let us see what the Lord said: ‘But the Lord said
unto Somuel, Look not on his countenance nor on the
height of his stature; because I have refused him: for
the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man locketh on
the outward appecrance, but the Lord locketh on the
heart, Then, in thelir turn, the eight sons of Jesse were
brought o Samuel, but the Lord gave Samuel o un-
derstand that the one he was sent to anoint was not
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there, and Samuel said unto Jesse, 'Are here all thy
children?’ And Jesse said, 'There remaineth yvet the
youngest, and behold he keepeth the sheep.’ Samuel
said unto Jesse, ‘Send and feich him, for we will not
stt down till he come hither.'

"There was but one son left, and he was but a lad,
keeping watch over his father's sheep; and so litile
was he esteemed that, perhaps, had not Samuel asked
the direct question, 'Are here all thy children?” Jesse
might never have mentioned him or thought of him in
connection with the prophet's errand; but when his
father had sent for him and had presented him to Sam-
uel, the Lord said, ‘Arise, .cnoint him: for this is he.'

You must learn, my children, that God does his own
choosing, and it will be easy for vou to do this, if you
remember that the wisdom of men is foolishness in his
sight. He chose Abraham to be the lather of the faith-
ful because he knew that he would command his chil-
dren and his household after him that they should
keep the way of the Lord to do justice and judgment.
He chose David because of the integrity of his hecrt,
and though David, in ofter vecars, did many things
which were wicked ond for which God had reproved
and punished him, just as you, my children, have
done and may do again, vet he always repernited and
submitted himsell meekly o the reproofs of the Lord,
cand confessed his sing in humility of spirit.

“You must bear in mind that David was o man,
and all men are liable to sin against God; yvet God
chose David, and he will in turn vindicate to all men
the wisdom of his choosing, whether David of old, or
Joseph Smith of our day, be the man selected for his
work.

"A great work is to be accomplished in these last
days; and while Luther, Knox, Calvin, and Wesley
have all done their part, it remained for Joseph Smith,
the last and the least, o step forward and say to the
world, ‘T have received my authority from God, and in
his name I call upon every kindred, nation, tongue,
and people to repent and obey the everlasting gospel
of the Son of God,’ Men, without examination even,
may reject the message God has given him to declare

to this generation, but that will not alter the truth, neith:

er will it vindicate them in the day of judgment to
say, 'T truly believed it all an imposture,” because God
is leaving them without any excuse whatever,

"Tesus, upon one occasion, said to the Jews, ‘Believe
me that ] am in the Father, and the Father in me; or
else believe me for the very work's sake.” Not only
is the truth of the work of the Lord, brought forth
through Joseph Smith, confirmed by hundreds who
have sought him, confessing like myself that they had
been sent of God: but he challenges their belief by tell-
ing them fearlessly, even as Jesus did, that the gospel
he preaches is the divine message from God, and
assures them that upon yvielding obedience io it, God
will give them o knowledge for themselves.

"How is this knowledge given, father?”

“It is given differently to different persons, but it is
given by the power of the Holy Spiritt When Peter
and the other apostles were brought before the council
of the Jews for preaching Jesus and the resurrection,
Peter told them boldly that God had raised Jesus whom
they slew and hanged on « tree, and then added, We

are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the
Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey
him. So do Joseph Smith and his elders tall the people
boldly that they are witnesses of these things, and that
the Holy Ghost will also bear witness o those whp
obey the truth. I can tell you, my children, that I, for
one, know this work is true and of God, and your
mother can tell you, for another, because the Hely
Ghost was given to us under the hands of the elders,
and thousands besides us con testify the same thing.
In addition to this, the signs which Christ promised io
the believers in his gospel do follow them. Ii is pog-
sible for man 1o be mistaken and to think he is bearing
wiiness to the truth when he is not, but it is not possible
for God or His Holy Spirit to be mistaken, neither io
lend themselves to build up « deceiver.

"Joseph Smith end his fellow laborers promise io
the people that, if they will do the will of God, they
shall know of the doctrine, cmd the people who have
obeved the will of God testify thot they do receive the
knowledge. How then can the world be lsft with oy
excuse for rejecting the servanis of God?”

{To be continued)

NOTICE OF REUNION

There will be o reunion in Independence, Missouri,
at the Church of Christ on the Temple Lot to be held
August 17, 18 and 19, in charge of Apostles A. M. Smith

and Wm. A. Sheldon.

July 10, 1951
Dear Brothers and Sisters:

We are writing to you as a commitiee elected io
see that you don't go hungry. We want to serve these
meals so that every one con afford io come. We are
asking for your help in two ways.

I. Let us know how many from vour local or
home are coming and please let us know by the 5th of
August,

2. If you have any food that you can bring and
wish to help with, please make a lst of it and how
much, sc that we will not over or under buy. Please
let us have this list by the 5th of August, also.

Yours in Gospel Bonds,

The Commitiee

ROLLAND SPRAGUE
LESLIE CASE
EDITH BELL

Address your reply io:

The Reunion Dining Hall Committee
Church of Christ (Temple Lot)
P. O. Box 472

Independence, Missouri

All that are coming to the Reunion ot Independence
please notify the reception commitiee for sleeping
quarters.

Reception Commitiee
JAMES M. CASE, Chairman
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