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Our 

Independence News 

Our Father, God, from whom all blessings flow, 

On this silv'ry day, Thy radiant light 

Of tender wisdom fall like golden rain 

give us sight 

To open minds to beauty yet unseen 

By those who see through mortal eyes alone. 

Oh waken us to way, 

Where in tende,r love we may atone. 

Forgive US, heart of sweet ~n~~-~~~' 

For all the shameful deeds we may have done, 

And lead us on to abode 

So we, children, all may come. 

-Grace 
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acccrding number so as to avail them-
entre course, so far cs the has bee:i. 

up to the present time. None of the courses 
This is due to lack of funds. 

EDITORIAL 
AN ANALYSIS OF LIFE 

Mon has even 
what is it? 
there life after 

In the first 
come to our attention 
excellent basis for the matter of 
it is the very to unlock the 

"In the God-- ." 

to the clamor which arises 
GOD? 

How do you know there is a God? have 
or heard Him? Ah 

the 

Vv e believe there is far less assump-
tion in the belief in God and the than 
be'1ief in the story of science. We would not do in-
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Justice to science, believing that it has learned much 
about hie and the elements. Further; many scientists 
have concluded that there must oo a supernatural 

Lri existence which is to be measured 
the human senses. These are 

scientists for have 
genesis all that are, and 

re:::xched iOrth the hand to 
a of the 

cooled and 
moving away, rather 
the s·cm? Mind you: not a 
somewhat as the of an egg. 

How 

senses. 

GOD--. 

his stature11

• 

but man 
disobedience. 

bear. 

No. 
is 

LETTER FROM OUR LAMANITE 

de-
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What a beautiful thing it is to know we have a 
Father above to keep us on the right path to eternal 
life and happiness if we have the commands. 

I would like to know about Bro. Wheaton. Is he 
still away, or is at home? I to write to him 
but failed. I am anxious to the report when he 
returns. 

I am very thankful for The Advocate. It comes 
regularly, for which I thank the church. you 
and sister well. Sister is home again 
and is pretty I am also. I am now 89, thank 
God. Do you think you will ever stray this way 
We so anyway. May God be merciful to us all 
and us in health, as we are prstty in years. 
'JI/ e are very smart yet, thank God. 

Your brother in Christ, 

HARRY K. LOFT 

P. S.: Sister Longboat returned home two weeks 
ago. She sends regards to both of you. 

* * * 
Lamanite brother 

was one of the most we have had 
in many The last we from he had 
gone with one of the other groups who had been doing 
missionary work over on the Reserve, and how glad 
we are to learn that he is still strong in the faith. He 
is a old man. Sister Flint and and one or two 
or the ofoer brethren have many weeks in the 
home of this grand old brother years ago, and always 

not only his hospitality, but the beautiful love 
for the gospel. I never saw anyone learn to 

love the Book of Mormon so as he and 
he was one of the first to be baptized among our con
verts there on the Reservation. There were seven 
adults baptized that day. Some of them have left us, 
and others have gone over to the other side. Our 
brother's is reflected in this letter, and 
many of the saints will remember him when he 
attended the general conference in 
years ago. He was accompanied his cousin Sister 

(Longboat) a very fine refined also a 
Mohawk. They came with Bro. and Sister Alex 

of Niagara Falls. 
Your 

B. C. FLINT 

Fint: 
and Sister Flint: 

I am writing you a few lines just to inform you of 
the death of Sister Tencott. You both knew her 
so you can send on to the Church and 
put a brief report in The Advocate. That would do me 
a world of good. We hope your health is 

Louise 

was held May 3, 1951, Elder John Jenkins officiating. 
She was very faithful to the Church of Christ and re
mained faithful unto the end. Buried at 
Cemetery. She leaves to mourn her beloved 
two sons, and a daughter and a sister, and many 
grandchildren. May the Lord bless them all. 

From your beloved 

BRO. AND SR. JOHN M. JENKINS 

OUR PEOPLE 

In the Blessed Fellowship of Faith 
(A Letter to the Church) 

"If there be therefore any consultation in Christ, if 
any comfort in love, if any fellowship of the 
that ye be having the same 
one of one mind." -Philippians, 2: 1-2. 

Shortly before Irene and I drove out of San 
California, enroute to our General Conference at In

Mo., our meetings and our visits with 
those of the 
had seemed 

of throughout the West, 
bl est. 

We name here a few of those there, with whom we 
rejoice "in the fellowshio of the mystery, which from 
the of the worid, hath been hid in God". 

At San we name Brother Carl With-
in the year he has been brought into 
with the Church of Christ through the ministry 
Apostle R. R. Robertson, down South. We rejoice in 
this fellowship. Bro. Mayer is a young man with a 
brilliant mind, and a thirst for knowledge in the truth. 

Elder and Sister Clyde Walrath, recruits to the 
Church of Christ from the Reorganization in San 
are knit in our affections there also. Brother 
of great assistance to me always, in the meetings. 

Another heroically loyal person, loyal to the 
blessed faith and hope in Christ, is Sister Claresse 

in San with her worthy husband (his 
in not yet a member of the 

Church of Christ). He will surely increased 
itual illumination of soul if, and may accept 
and Christ's full as restored earth 
these the 

Elder Sister R. C. 
that famous 

bcmtizE,d since entering his new ministry in the 
these all add heavenly riches 

to our 

Bro. Watson is also a man of 
life is yet to be enriched 

when he too, shall 
of our Lord. 

In San fellow-
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them to have contained. We love them each and sev
erally, and we enjoy the Spiritual response from their 
dear hearts, despite said doctrinal wedge which has 
separated many. However, since our last Conference, 
numbers who were deflected by that particular schism, 
are returning to the Church. 

At San Diego, also, before leaving there in March, 
to attend the Conference, we enjoyed the fellowship 
association in the Church of Christ with our young 
brother and sister Robert Maley and little family. He 
is with the Navy. 

In San Diego, also, there is a local Church of Jesus 
Christ, of the "Bickertonite" believers. They are a good, 
spiritual-minded people. By their friendly and brotherly 
consideration, I have occupied in their there. 
They are more fair and liberal-minded, than some who 
claim for themselves, that they are, exclusively the 
One and Only Church, to be representing the 
Latter Restoration. 

The difference between the narrowness cf 'the 
"Straight and NARROW WAY," and the pathetically 
NARROW, NARROW-MINDEDNESS of certain egotis
tical is quite as great as is the "Mystery" of 
Godlessness! 

know no limitations of incongruity, whose 
souls are with willfulness, even sometimes gleefully 
enmeshed in Satan's arch 

There is safety for any of us only through con
tinuous obedience to Him who is in His divine right, 
our Leader, Director, our Shield, and our Comander. 

1n Santa Monica, toward the sea from Los Angeles, 
resides our de::rr brother and sister, Elder Fred Daiken, 
and wife. With them, we always joy to spend er happy 
time in fellowship of Spirit, when possible. Our last 
lime they 2ent money to an Inspired 
Translation of the Bible, to increase their learning in 
the Scriptures. 

At Wilmar, Calif., dwells our dear faithful Sister 
Salter, now 86 years of age, but still alert in Spiritual 
things, keeping up her own house, to entertain 
friends and those of the fellowship of faith, and faith
fully marking the days which draw nearer to the 
Eternal Bliss in the Great Beyond, where we may be 
so happily united with those who have qone on before. 

Elder James Anderson, and companion, Sister 
Marie Anderson, whom I had the to (Bro. 
Anderson has been a convert to Restoration for 
many dwell at Claif. The of 
their many years them from attending meet-
ings, but their remains secure in Christ. 

Sister Emma Harper, unswervingly loyal to the 
Church of Christ since the sad deflection from the Faith 
in from the which so many of us had to withdraw 
in order to remain loyal to Christ, dwells at Ontario, 

with her dear daughter Sisler Eva and 
This home also, is always on oasis in the 

wide desert of worldliness for missionaries in their 
travels. The of love for that which is true and 
good, reigns there. 

on our last trip through that 
nn"'"'°'n1Arl us from seeing our dear 

and his folks except 

for a very few moments. We were cordially ·eceived 
into the home of Brother and Sister Fred where 
the spirit of fellowship is unmarred reason of church-
membership affiliations, even some of Ihose old 
cruel bars have never yet been removed. We 
to see the day when those unsightly bars between 
souls who love, regardless of their may be at 'the 
last entirely removed. 1f necessary to wait 'chat long, 

shall be rsmoved, the - c: :hsir own dead 
weight which shall break them if we fail to take the 
invitation to remove them by our present house
cleaning that is our loss. Many of us have found 
spiritual rejoicing to do so when we our mem
bership in the Church of Christ. 

At San Bernardino also, we were 
into the home of Sister 'Edda Maloney 
her kindly and lovable husband. Edda is a 
of the late Apostle R. M. dear wid-
owed companion still dwells at Okla. 
When Mr. Thatcher shall have the 
the true Gospel of Christ and to 
to his soul in a manner to 
of which he has ever thought or dreamed. 

This year we missed seeing Sister ,and 
her family and our there in Oklahoma 
Vv e passed north, 

During the Conference we were kindly housed by 
Brother and Sister Ernie Premoe providing for us, the 
comfortable apartment of Bro. Bert Cooper, who was 
then in England. The location is East of 1nc1eiJer1w:1rn:e, 
where dwells Brother and Sister Chas. Derry, and Sister 
Holcomb. All of of our made literal for 
us, the spirit of true fellowship in faith and works. 

Brother and Sister Willis and Zada in the 
of faith, having their in the 

Reorganized body, had to have us to reside in 
their home during Circumstances pre· 
vented that; but their true brotherliness is proven J.n 
that, at their invitation, we a Sunday down
town dinner with them, after the Conference. "Behold 
how good and how it is for brethren dwell 
together in unity." 133:1. 

After the 
Bro. and Sister 
E. Stone, 
the heme of Bro. and Sister Caldwell. 

our beloved editor Zion's 
the hey-day of that excellence. 
to the 

since sealed for 
of eternity. 

Our dear Brother and Sister Charles Reed and fam-
at included us in the joyous 

draws souls 
the 
we dined with 
of he looks forward to the time 
redeemed of all ages, he shall again 
sight, together with his blest 

For a few days before the Conference 
William Anderson and Sister Metta made 
our with In that 
we were 
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contributed in some small way at least, to the sweet
ness of such associations. The delight of meeting 
with our enmasse at the excels any 

which could be stated naming the num-
erous of and of lovable merit, 
who contributed so the success of the 

I forbear the of persons, and of 
artists, in their galaxy of service in the beauty 

are 

at the conference. It was a 
seasoned with grace from on 

in the 
Sr. Al. 

but of the reliable 
quiet and unas

of life which is not 
flashy decep-led away from the truth 

lions. are grounded in 

From Knobnoster we drove for a 
brief with Elder D. family. The 

of their home is also of the of life. The 
which upon their hearts at the time 

we were was the fact that their son, in the mili-
tmy service in had been "Missing in 
Action". We still with them for and for their 
support £rem on God can give with any 

pause in travel, was but for a brief at 
of our Brother and Sister 

""""'~"··, at Hamilton. Their to Christ our 
We drove 

12. 

At also saw Sister 
Found her faithful to Christ and 

surrounded with elements of 
who do not accept 

as 

home 

with Will at La-

elements which assume so much "Religiously", but 
can defend so little, of their estranged beliefs. 

From Lamoni, we drove to the restful home of our 
dear Brother and Sister Harry in ·w awa-

near Milwaukee. Here we were 
the several families, and many qracious 

the Church of Christ in precious 
region. Vv e m ·,heir 

and in assure 
them and of sweet-
ness of the bonds of 

From Hutchison went with 
us in the car, to the home of her in Blc:ck River 

to visit her Sister vrhc was ill 
there. We home of Bro. and 
Sr. Tucker. had been years since last visit 
there. Vida Smith Yates and 

years before! 11me for 
events to transpire in this wicked old 
events have fully occupied the years. From 
River Falls, we drove to see my wife's daughter 
and at Minnesota. She is Mrs. 
Ruth Frishkorn Gill. It was last year, when 
through the same region, that I had the of 
baptizing their three fine sons; Glenn, John, and Harold 
Gill. We find that during the year, they have attended 
the Church of Christ services in Minne·apclis, as much 
as possible, and are taking a vital and real interest in 
all matters to spiritu:::rl li£e cmd 
This year, upon the Sunday when we were 
church there at the nome of Eider and Sister 
Maley, at 5th Ave. N. W. and St., there was 
born to Sister Ruth, and Bro. George Gill ,at the hospital 
in St. Faul, a fine 
lions to the '-''-U'=''"'·"' 

Milton Gill. 
under 
home. 

mayer. 

her desire to return to the Church of we 
that includes Bro. as well. We 
home of Bro. and Sister Wm. Ram

are Church of Christ 
UL'.JU''-1U surrounded those rrrhro>rS:A 

contrasts. 
the divine, 
is -,,~--~..i . ., 
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recorded for multiple blessings to the child, and to 
many, as written in the archives of eternity. 

While at Minneapolis, we enjoyed meeting Elder 
Frank Knapp and Sister Gladys Knapp. They 
dwell near New Brighton, Minn. He has his 
and transport business established there. We trust 
tha+ v.ri!l contribute us :m:.ch oi their ti1:1s and at-
tendance, to aid in the of the church 'there 
in as For it is :hrough ',he 
church, that blessings may reach other souls. 
Brother do not make the mistake of 

that you cannot the A.B.C. of the 
of the Son of God. Fer the power cmd 

of Christ's glorious gospel, is in its plainness, 
and in its swset simpilcity. God can use you, dear 
brother, when you are vrilling to be used of Him. We 
cailed upon Brother and Sister Green there in Minne::r-

He ;s an e:1rnest endeo.vor zo overcome 
world and besetments of the ilesh. Be ialthful 

cmd God will sustain you. 

Enroute to Bemidji, just beyond ihe town of BraLr1-
erd, we to visit our dear Brother and 
Sister Earl and Hazel at their new of busi-

Gull necff Bar Harbor. 
welcome in the 

we with them os well 
game on the lake. La.st 

time through Brother and Sister Earl and Hazel 
piloted us to right spots on the lake and we drove out 
of there with limit in Wall-Eye Fish and Northern, 
with etc. Brother and Sister Green h;::rve 
just acquired this delightful resort far removed 
from the "beaten path" to make it a place for restful 
retreat. Being also in a grove of trees, some distance 
above the edge of the lake, the mosquitos are not 
bad, as at some places. Any of our people, or others, 
wishing to vacation at Brother and Sister Green's re
sort, will find that they will treat everyone right, and 
will take every thought for your and comfort. 
To find their resort, drive some l miles r1crth from 
Brainerd on Highway 371 to the Airport. Tum West 
toward the lake, to Bar Harbor. Follow on around 
about 1 V2 miles to Green's Resort, on your left. For 
reservations, better write Mr. Earl at Old Klink-
ner' s Rt. 6, Brainerd, Minnesota. 

we the cordial welcome 
given there, in the of Christ and 
all our who dwell there. Bro. and Sister B. 

us in their home while we were 
that the 

Leon A. ln the afternoon. 
There was a good attendance, and surely the Holy 

was in the midst, our Honored for the, 
welfare of all present. In naming a few of 

persons and families who form the backbcn2 cf the 
church work, we mention of course, (since 
Gould is serving Elder and Sister 

senior members there. Among the 
we mention Brother and Sister Hu

and Amy Schaffer, Brother and Sister James and 
Anna Brother and Sister Arlo, and Lillian 

and Winfield and Gould, 
nnrm·"rfh and three sweet 

and a younger one at their dear 

mother passed on) and the married daughter, Sister 
Lamb, and her' husband, who live near the Wentworth 
home. In the hearts of these, some of them quiet and 
unassuming and unpretentious, the 

which has it in it, that Divine Power le transform 
human life from our human to fit us at 
the last, for in the 
God. Mey Christ our Lord :o 
shepherd within HJs protecting 

of His pasture, is our prayer. 

Y.1 e write this letter from the home of 
ter of mine, Willard ""'~""""~ 
husband Mearl ····-·-··-

Having a grandfather's 
would suggest that I refrain 
and wonderful here. 

Concluding this letter to I here 
repeat the language of the 
to the Church of Christ at 
ished: "Wherefore I that He would grant 
you, according to the riches of His 
ened with might His the inner man; 
Christ dwe,ll 
rooted in 
hend with all saints, what is the and 
cmd depth and and to know the love of 
which passeth knowledge, that ye be filled with 
all the fullness of God"--Eph. 3:3,18. this love 
abormd also, in the Church of in these times 
as well, we pray; and we are thankful to our Lord that 
it is so, in the blessed reality of that joyous truth! 

JAMES E. YATES 

INDEPENDENCE NEWS 

At our sacrament service on May 6, the 
baby son of Bro. Wm. Jr., and his wife, 

Wm. F. Opal was blessed by his grandfather, .r.c,Jv,,ucc 

Anderson, and Wm. Sheldon. 
the name William Forest III. 

very poor is 
tion that she has net returned to 
we regret the reason for her stay, 

have Sr. Skinner with 

Bro. and Sr. Clarence L. Wheaton have returned 
from the of Southern Mexico where 

of a city of white Indians 
seclusion from the rest 

to within a few 
were forced !o turn 

seasonable weather conditions 
swollen streams, which 
to refuse to go further. 

to abandon their journey so close to 
were nevertheless able to ascertain 

shadow of doubt the existence of and 
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ORIGINAL ARTICLES 
an affirma tit'e manner. An affirmati'Ve article 

In all contrO'Versial articles, contributors 
z1remise is 

to ol,sene the 
deliberative assemblies. 

BAPTISM 

articles have been written and 
many sermons yet I am prompt-
ed to also. a few points 
that should be of interest to all desire truth on 
how to get into the of Heaven, or to 
some other who is adrift on the sea of life. 

"There is a way that seemeth unto man, but 
the end thereof are the ways of death."---Prov. 14:12. 

you ever ask what is this "Way?" 
occur to you that this could be 

that involves life and 
death should be undertaken with the greatest amount 

and care. This is true of the 
is from God and if followed 0nrr11,,,c,ro1 

you back to God. 

Now to the of discussion. Let us take these· 
as questions; three of them: 

1. Is baptism necessary? 

'.::. Is there more ihan one baptism? 

To discuss the question---is baptism 
we will need to conclude that the reader is one who 
believes that there is a Christ and that He came to 

to salvation unto men. There are those 
who think it to be used accord-
ing to desires of the individual. We will take the 
words of Chief Author and Giver of salva-
tion. 

a man be born cannot see the 
of God." 3:3. 

Also: 

born of vvater and of the 
God." 

"Suffer it to be so, for us 
all 

If Christ would require to suffer himself to do 
something that he felt was not needed and if it was 
necessary to fulfill all then Vve must 

LJC_,µ,1.01.11 is necessary. 
Christ tells us this in , 12. 

"Believes! thou not that I 
Father in me? The words that I 

cmd the 
I 

not of but the Father that me, he 
doeth the works. Believe me that I am in the 
and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very 
works' sake. Verily, I say unto you, he that 

believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; 
and greater works than these shall he do; because I go 
unto my Father." 

If we believe not the words of Christ about 
we will not be able to do the works of 

Question number two: what is required to 

There are four 
be followed to en,rnr>1.01·0 ~-~1-""a""" 

that must 
there must be 

who ha.s been 
and who has 

must be an ordained minister 
tion who has the authority to 
must be enough water for the 
go down into and come up again. 

having 
there 

rnvela
there 

be the baptism of the Holy Ghost. Leave out any of 
these and the will not be born again, and after 
all, that is the most important part of the 

There can be no no growth, no faithfulness, no 
righteousness, no return to God and the Kingdom of 
Heaven except the subject is reborn. 

The subject plays the most important part in 
because he has the say of submitting himself in obedi
ence to the fixed laws that govern rebirth. 

In the first the infant has nc say, but here also 
ere fixed laws that must be followed or there ·,,,rill be 

birth. 

given 
forth to newness of life. 

"And man taketh this 
that he is called of God as was Aaron." 

The Moffatt translation gives 

"Also it 1s office 
is ccrlled to it 

7 of the Book of Numbers 
Aarori was called, There was these 
ber. One: the lcrd to another r<n·or,"" 

but 

wcry: 

of anyone to the ministry. Two: the Lord gives er wit
ness unto those whom He desires the call. 
Iv1oses called the witness was that Aaron's rod 
did and all the who saw knew that 
God had called Aaron. the it is inter-
estiLg. 

So a matter as the return of a soul irom 
a long condition in sin unto a of 
e~ernal life with God, must be with great 
care, and prayer. Never anyone 
course who has r..o and knows not 
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' And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you frne."-John 8:32. 

upon them, the Holy Ghost came upon t:iem." (This 
was cdter, :::.ot before water baptism.) 

Let us steer our thinking orce more 
statement of our Saviour. 

anotb::r Tc enlar0e our ycu may read also Tim. 

Verily, verily I say unto you, he that entereth not 
by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some 
othe1· way, the same is a thief and a robber." 
10:1. 

Remember the counsel in Prov. 4: on the "ways 
of death." 

was baptizing in Enon neJr to :oecause· 
there was much water there." 3:23. 

Baptism is taken from the which 
means to immerse, overwhelm and in Romans 

c "buried". 

We all know that anything buried is laid down in 
the grave and covered up. But in baptism, the one 
who buries goes down and stands in the grave, olac
ing the old man in the grave, and lifts out the reborn, 
or new man. The minister must go down into the 
grave, the water, even as Christ went into the grave 
and the prison house, that the bonds of death m:::iy 
be broken. If any have been baptized ,::mother "way", 
!Ley have not been borr: again. 

Having gene this far along toward rebirth, '.t is not 
yet because Christ tells us: a man ls 
born cf water and of tho Spirit, he cannot enter the 
Kingdom of God." 

Remember, he that climbeth up some other 11way' 1

, 

the same is a thief and a robber. the words 
water of Christ we learn that the birth comes first 

and then the 

rebirth. 
the fixed laws of 
Paul writes: 

"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into onP 
body, whether we be or whether we be 
bond and have been all made to drink into 
one Fer the body is not one member but many." 
-I 2: 13-14. 

while baptizing, told the 

"There cometh one mightier than I after me, the 
to stoop down 

you with water: 
latchet of whose I am not 
and unloose. I indeed have 
but he shall you with the Ghost."-Luke 
0: 6. 

The baptism of the Ghost can come upon the 
only by complying with another fixed law of 

rebirth: the laying on of hands. 

In the eighth chapter of 14 19, we are given 
a very clear From this I quote: 

them and re-

Also in Acts 19:1-7 we find more of intsrest, and 
from it l quote: 

"When heard 
name of the Lord Jesus. 

were baptized in the 
Paul laid his hands 

4: 1 '~; 11 Tim. 1 :6-'i'. 

Tte Holy Ghost is, the crowning of \he 
for when he receives it through ihe laying on 

cf hands, he is cleansed and blessed. 

There is or:e which is of the ·water and of 
!he Because there is 
scriptures tells us it is therefore 
our covenant, if agair: for 

we put Christ to an open sho:me. The 
is open unto all who have named the name 

cf and have fallen away to return unto God 
repentance and prayer through the name of the 
Advocate cmd the Father. 

Remember-there are ways! 

In a number of places in the scriptures we find that 
it takes pairs to make one. Christ said: 

"The Father and I are one." 

from Genesis 1 :27. 

"So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and female created 
he them." It took male and female to make one. 
When a man and woman marry, they are no more 
two, but one flesh. But in the church it takes all who 
have named the name of Christ to make one. From 

l 7fo comes ;he words of C~1:ci3t like '.:his: 

"That all may be one; as thou art in 
end I in that they a.lso may be one in us: 

that the wodd may believe that thou hast sent•rne." 

"One one 4:5. 

There can be no other conclusion than this: 
is ne<:essary. There is 
fixed laws governing ~'"'-''"~,,u 

must be born again to enter 
Heaven. 

I pray ir: the name of thot he shall 
bless you with that leads and invites 
all men to come unto that truth may be your 
foundation and that you will accept nothing else. 

of Christ 

Dear if you are outside the 
haste to anchor soul the harbor 
The Church of Lot) will be 

"In all getting, get 

make 
peace·. 
to an-

"Come unto me all ye that are weak and 
laden and I will give you rest." The Saviour still 
out the 

ELDER ROLLAND D. SPRAGUE 
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DOES IT MAKE A DIFFERENCE WHICH CHURCH 
YOU BELONG TO? 

By Elder L. E. Wi?lch 

With all the coniusion of Christian societies, and 
forms of religion, and churches all sorts of 
names, and having differing beliefs cmd dogmas cmd 
discipline::; setting :::crth :heir ·Jrticles of k:iith end p.ro:c
tice, or doctrine, that everlasting question arises in 
J-.e minds of hundreds of of those 
who have become conscious of the fact that ~s o: 
hereafter. 

There are so many saying, "Lo, here is Christ, er 
there" (Matt. 24:23); and Luke 17:23 says, "And 
will say to you, see or see there: •Jo not o:fter 
them, nor follow them.'" 

Again, in Matthew gives us a warning 
like this: "Take heed" (be careful) "that no man de
ceive you, for many shall come in 
the name of Christ) "saying I AM 
deceive" (a few? No!) "Many". 

So with these warnings from the Lord himself this 
question, of ALL questions takes on a serious aspect. 

Again we read in Matthew 7:13-14: "Enter ye 
the strait gate.: for wide is the gate" two 
... because strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
which leadeth unto life", one way chat 
"and few there be that find it. 

And again we find him Lord) saying, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, h.e that entereth not by the 
door" (one door) "into the sheepfold" (one fold) "but 
climbeth up some other way" (not the Narrow Way) 
"the same ;s a thief and a robber." 

And in St. John 14:G he declared: "I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me." And in St. John 12:48 we read: "The word 
that I have spoken, th2 same shall judge him in the· 
last day." 

·with all these warnings and statements coming 
from the Lord himself, concerning "the one way", 
"one , "one sheepfold" (one church), and 
one doer", through which to enter into eternal 

we surely can see how necessary it is that we find 
that "one way." 

And now that we all believe that there will be a 
life ofter death--an everlasting life for we mad 
St. Tohn 3: 16, "For God so loved the that he 
gave his only that whosoever believeth 
in him should not but have life." 

It is very important then that we find out something 
about what we mu.st do to gain that life"; 
and not do as some and find themselves outside, 
as we read in Matthew 25: 1-12. (Be sure to read these 
verses).· And remember that not all truth is pleasant 
for us to especially if it is different than that 
which we have been taught. Jesus warned against 
following traditions in Mat. 15: Mark 7:9-13. Notice 
the 9th verse as follows: "And he said unto 
"Full well ye reject the commandments of that ye 
may your own tradition." 

There are some facts we have to face. And it will 
be a big surprise to wake up on the other side of the 
grave and find that you have spent your life only half 
serving God, and lacked the "oil" (the Spirit) "in your 
lamp." (Matt. 25:7-8). 

If you will tum and read the 7th chapter of Mat-
verses 21-23, you will find that knew that 

tl1ere would be, not a but :many saying, "Lord, 
lord," and some would claim to have prophesied in 
his name, and even to have cast out devils (as some 
de and yet he will say unto "I :1.ever 
k.new you." Verse 28 says "the people were astonish
ed at his doctrine", and verse 29, "For he taught them 
as one having authority, and not as the scribes", (the 
preacher of his day). 

Some sCiy Jesus had no "doctrine". Let us see•. 
Tum and read St. John 7:16-17: "My doctrine is not 
mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do 11i:. 
will" (God's will), "he shall know of the doctrme, w:,et::-.
er it be of God, or whether I speak of myself." 

Webster says Doctrine is "The principles er dogma 
of a sect or party." So we find in Hebrews 6:1-2, the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, as follows: "Faith", 

, "Baptisms", ("Bern of water and of ihe 
Spirit"--St. John 3:5.) the "laying on of h.ands", ',he 
"Resurrection of the dead", and "Eternal Judgment." 

If you can find time in this life to study cut God's 
plan of salvation, and obey it, he will have time and 
place for you in the as he promised in Matt 
10:32s33; St. John 14: Matt. 25:31-40. 

Now back to the original questions. Does it make a: 
difference which church you belong to? 

Here we have in our own land somewhere around 
25D different sects and Christian churches. We will 
name some of the more popular ones, such as the 
Methodist (of which there are several), Presbyterians, 
Baptists (cf which there are several also), United 
Brethren (of which there are several), Episcopalians, 
and Catholic (of which there are two at least), Mor
mons, Christian Scientists, and the Disciple Church 
(sometimes called "Christian" or "Church of Christ 

,) ALL claiming to be sent of God, to 
to save sinners, and ALL teaching a little 
doctrine, some more ar1d some less. Some 
that ALL we need to do is to "Believe on the name of 
the Lord"; but no two teaching exactly the same, so 
we must conclude that they can not all be som9 
one er more of them MUST be wrong. If ALL 

could unite; but are all and 
what is strange, ALL claim to have the truth. 

Now, dear reader, if you are a Methodist, what 
reason have you for not being a Baptist? if 
a are you not a 1-'r<~sriv ""'' 

ever considered that? or are you one of those 
hearted souls who say, "It doesn't make any difference 
what church you go to; we are all headed for 
but different ways." 

I wonder what the Lord would say to that! He 
came here and for over twenty years (b,;,g:mr1ing 
when he was 12 with the doctors in the to111y1•e::1 
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was rebuked many t~mes bec:rnse he S;:'oke out in no 
unccrtain tones on some particular oints cf His doc-
trine. He to!d Nicodemus Cm-
less) "a m:m be born agcJn" the wa+a and of L 

he can not enter into the 
That is strong 

Lord himself. There are nc two ways ;n th::rt 
statement. It is a case of either DO, or :'1ot enter the 

But we find that a geed ma:1y "Christicms" 
do no! believe it to but 
BJble still reads the same. wrong. 

But some say that doesn't that we need 
go into the water and be immersed. 
our Bibles and study that for 
us notice an old contention "that 
church." 

We read in Matt. 16: 
and Paul says in 1 that 
is "to be the head over all things to the 
is his and I Cor. 12:27-28: "Now 
body of and members in 
God hath set some in the church, first 

thirdly after 

of tongues. 

us open 
1x1t first let 

1-icd nc 

church''; 
(Christ) 
which 

ye are the 
"And 

diversities 

So we see that Christ had a church with apostles 
and prophets, evangelists, pastor and teachers (See 
also Ephesians 4:11-1 And again read in Acts 2:47: 
"And the Lord added to the church daily such as 
should be saved." 

Now to follow the Lord 
mode). 

"And were all 
l :5. 

in 

'in 

"And also was Aenon 
because there was MUCH water there." 

(as to the 

"-Mark 

"And went down both into the water, both 
and the Eunuch, and he " --Acts 

8:3:S. 

"And 

"Buried 
risen with 

buried with 

him in '"HJIIC,I 

"-Col. 2:12. 

Now let us see what Bible 

1. There must be "water." 

2. It takes "much water." 

3. We need to go "down into the water." 

4. It is a burial in water (or immersion). 

5. After we are buried with him 
rise again, and come up out of the water. 

Now for a let us follow some of the modes 
of we have today. There are some who prac-
tice Let us use the same- pro-
cedure on that mode that we did on the other: 

1. Water-Yes. 

'.":.. Much wc:er? No. 

r Go down intc the water? No. 

4. Is the person buried (immersed) in water? No. 

5. Dees the person rise again, and come up out of 
the water? No. 

Thus we find the mode to agree in 

fr_eir choice 

can not be therefore it is 

find some churches that compromise 
to be baptized, by giving them 

modes: Sprinkling, pouring, or immer-
three gates instead of the one strait 

from the "strait and narrow 
Paul warned us thus: 

"for the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine" (the doctrine of Christ); "but after their 
own lusts (desires) 'shall they to themselves 
teachers having ears; and they shall tum 
c way their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables." ~II Tim. 4:2-4. (Please read II 1 :9-1 lJ 

Now there are some who say there is no virture in 
11 is practiced simply because the Lord com

manded it. But, let us ~ook into that for a little while. 
In Matthew 28: 18-20, we find Jesus giving that com
mand. He not only told them to baptize; but He 
c:lso added, them to observe ALL 
-vvhatsoever I havG comrr1andcd you; and I am 'Nith 
you even unto the end of the world." 

Then we find Peter on the day of Pentecost 
ing out this instruction, v,hen standing and 
to those became in 
and Peter and the other 

what shall we do?" 

to sing, "The old 
" and not knew what that "old 

it to say, 
this or that 

gave his 
Acts 

that Paul was a 
the Pharisees were a sect or 

read 4th to 7th verses of 
see that Paul had 

he had been 
Pharisee church. And when he went out to 

(the other churches~--not of the , """' " 
him. Take your Bible and turn to 

the l l th of II Corinthians and read from the 
21st verse to the end of the and you will find 
some of the Paul had to suffer because left 



Page 92 ZION'S ADVOCATE June, 1951 
--.. - .. .,-m,-11_11-,111-"-•"-1111-.,•-1111-""-""-•--1111-11n-11n_,._,,_11:_w11-1111-wn-11-1t11_,._,,,._,,.,_,,_""-""_,.., __ ,.,._,,11_,.,._,,,._,.~-~~-.... -,.,.-~ .. -

the old Pharisee Church which is father and mother 
had taught him in his youth. Paul saw that it did 
"make a difference to which church you belong." 

And mind you, dear reader, the way of truth has 
been and always will be the same, and has been 
evilly spoken of in all periods of time. Jesus said, "If 
they have persecuted me" (Christ), " will also 
persecute you."-St. John 15:20. So if you are a mem
ber of some church that meets no persecution, you 
would better be looking around. For we have found 
that if it made a difference which church Paul belonged 
to, it will sure make a difference which church we 
belong to. 

Someone will ask, well, how will I know which one 
out of all the churches is the right one. That, dear 
dear reader, is a worthy question. And if you will 
take your Bible and read carefully and prayerfully 
the scripture texts I here give you, you can surely see 
what the Church of Christ must be like. 

First I want to cite you to the 3rd chapter of Mat
thew, and the first two verses. They read ,:is follows: 
"In those days came John the Baptist en the 
wilderness of Judea, and saying, 
kingdom cf heaven is at hand." 

Now Webster says a kingdom is the "territory of o: 
class." And to have a "kingdom" of 

there must be subjects or to be rnled 
over; and that king must have subordinate officers un
der him. So to find what that "kingdom of heaven" 
consists of there is no better place to find the answer 
than to consult the Bible; so let us see if we can 'ind 
what that official force consists of. 

1. A King-Christ as the head, Col. 1:17-18. "Thou 
sayest that I am a king."--St. John 18:36. 

2 Other officers: 

(a) Apostles-Read Luke 9:1; Mark 3:13-19; 
Eph. 2:19-20; Eph. 4:11-15. 

(b) Prophets-Eph. 4:11; Amos 3:7; Acts 13:l; 
Luke 11 :49-50. 

(c) Evangelists-Eph. 4: 11; Acts 21:8; II Tim. 
4:5. 

(d) Pastors--Eph. 4: 11; Jer. 23: 1-2. 

Phil. : l; I Tim. 3: 1-2. 

(f) Elders--Acts Acts 14:23; Acts 
15:1-23; James 5:14. 

Teachers-Eph. 4: 11; Acts 13: 1; Cor. 
12:28. 

(h) Deacons-Phi. 1:1; I Tim. 3:8-13. 

And now let us find out if we can what the "Con-
stitution" of that kingdom consists of. To 
do that we must turn to the Bible. we find that 
"without faith it is impossible to God, (Heb. 
11:6. So we must have 

1. Faith-Heb. 6:1-2; Mark 11 Luke 17:5. 

2. Repentance---Heb. 6: Matt. Mark 
1:15; Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38. 

3. Baptism--Heb. 6:1-2; Mat. 3:5, 6-17; Mark 
1:1-5; Acts 2:37-3.S. 

4. Laying on of hands-Heb. 6: Matt. 
19:13·16; Acts 8:17-20; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 
16:18; Mark 8:23; James 5:14. 

5. Resurrection of the dead-Heb. 6: 1-2; St. 
John 5:25-29; I Cor. 15:12, 27, 41, 52. 

6. EtErnal Judgment-·-·Heb. 6:2; Heb. 9:27; SL 
John 12:47. 

And when we have complied with all these re
quirements we are entitled to nine spiritual ::rifts, crs 
follows: 

l. Gifts of faith--I Cor. 12:9; Heb. 6:2; Heb. 
11:6. 

Z. Gift of Wisdom--I Cor. 12:8; James 1:5; :1~uke 
21:14-15; Acts 6:3. 

3. Know ledge-I Cor. 12: 8; Eph. 1: 16-1 7; I Cor. 
1:5, 6; 12:3; St. John 17:3. 

4. Healing--I Cor. l :9; Luke 9:2; Mark 6: 13; 
16: 18; James 5: 14-15. 

5. Prophecy-"! Cor. 12:10 I Cor. 14:1, 2, 5; 
I Thess. 5:19-20; Acts 2:17-18. 

6. Discerning of Spirits--I Cor. 12:10; I John 
4: 1; Acts 5:3-4.; Acts 13:9-10. 

7. Tongues-I Cor. 12:10; Mark 16:17; Acts 
2:4; Acts 10:46; Acts 14:39. 

8. Interpretation of Tongues-I Cor. 12:10; J 
Cor. 14:4-28. 

9. Working of Miracles-.. J Cor. 12:101 Gal. 
3:5; Heb. 2:4; Luke 9: 1-2; Acts 8:6-7. 

Now Paul said in the 1st verse of the 12th chapter 
of I Corinthians that he did not want them (or us) to be 
ignorant of these spiritual gifts for they were to help 
us along our sipiritual life. 

Sometimes is is necessary to put amendments to er 
constitution. And to find the one and only omend
ment that yvas ever put to the constitution of the Doc
trine of Christ, we read in the 1st chapter of II 
beginning with the 5th verse. 

"And besides this, giving all diligence, add to your 
faith virtue" power with God--Mark "and to 
virtue knowledge; and ;o knowledge temperance; and 
to temperance and to godliness; 
and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 
kindness For if these things be in 

make you that ye shall neither barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But he that lacketh these things is blind, and can not 
see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins." 

I am sure, if you will take your Bible 
and will and prayerfully study (not just read 
them over) the scriptures I have cited you to, you will 
find it does "make a differnnce which church you be-

to." 

And the peace of God, the Father, and of 
Jesus Christ Son, and the guiding influence of the 
Holy be with you in your search for is my 
prayer. 
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WITH THE CHURCH IN AN EARLY DAY 

(Mr. and Mrs. Clark have journeyed to Kirtland, 
Ohio to inquire concerning Joseph Smith and his doc
trine. meet the senior and other 

who give them the 

Chapter 4 
"But what did Christ call these things?" 

"Signs which should follow the believer." 

"The believer in what?" 

the gospel, of course." 

"Pardon me, Mr. but in whose 

"You are there can be other, for 'there is 
no other name given under heaven or among men-
neither is there salvation in other.' admit-
ting let us reason together this 
mission of Chrsit to His 
to His unto 
sign or that 

out 
the sick 

sertion is false, for I have seen the words of Jesus veri
fied in hundreds of instances; have seen all the signs 
which He should follow the follow 

and you, sir, may see the same if will 
where there are believe on His word." 

" he answered 
tell me that 
itself a 
that I am not 

will doubtless 
is converted to is in 
but I would remind you 

as you are 

"Did I mention conversion to you, sir?" 

but that was ycu meant." 

or was it not a part "How did he so 
in-

"It must have been part of it." 

and it was part, given for 
that purpose and we 
went forth and the Lord 
ing with them and the word with signs fol-

Does it not appear to you that to have any 
message which we are called to deliver con-

is a very 

"It leaves those who reject it without any excuse 
for so." 

was 
was 

asked. 
do you come to a conclusion that?" 

"Because He sent you into the world to teach the 
that those who 

or cer· 
tain signs I have asked 

regard I have been called a seeker 
after signs, a friend of mine were lo go 
back have 

do with him and yet this is just what 
your is doing with you." 

I "for I will not hear that 
and moreover I tell you that your as-

absorbed in the 
terest in the same controversy. 

but he asked where 
our held their meetings, and I have him 
once or twice among the congregation." 

Mr. Clark refrained from 
of God when for the 

of what the had 
in time, if he had 
find these 
anxious to know of 
he might test it 
study of the word. 

his 
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ordained to preach the word, carried the glad news 
with them, and thus the circle enlarged, wave upon 
wave going out, bearing the glad tidings of great sal
vation. 

The next day being the Sabbath, a congrega-
tion in the morning, and for the first time in 
his Efo Mr. Clark listened to a sermon from one· 

authority to preach. In afternoon the sac-
foe Lord's was administered and 

followed such testimonies as many had never 
heard unknovm tongues, interore-

influence of the Holy 
presence felt all. 

Aiter meeting they adjourned to the water, where 
the ordinance of baptism was administered to a large 

among whom was Mr. Mrs. how-
ever could not quite make up her and was not 

until the morning; and same 
morning a little babe was born in the house of 

who was also named after father and 
grandfather: so if our young want to know the 
date we are can find it out 

brother Joseph how old he is. 
here referred to, is now deceased. 

mother-heart of Mrs. Clark was 
and early on 

to return home. It was 
Clark that he had not seen 

aoart from that his mind was satisfied that 
he had found the Church of Christ, and above all the 

God had borne witness to his of the truth 
of the of Christ as restored by in the 
latter days; still it would have been a satisfaction not 
only to have seen Brother Joseph, but to have tested 
Hs to recognize him when he saw him. He 
was by the front window which overlooked 
the street, waiting for Mrs. Clark to come down as their 
teom was ready and waiting. While there, 
absorbed in thought, his attention was arrested by a 
man who rode up on horseback, and jumoing from his 

proceeded to fasten his horse. As he turned 
to enter the gate, Mr. Clark him immedia-

and turning to Father who was in the 
room, 

"There is your son, Joseph." 

"You must be mistaken; he 
but as he 

towards the window. 

will not be here for 
rose walked 

can not be that is Smith." 

are but what home Now?" 
he turned towards the door just as his son came 

So you see, my young that God had 
shown one man, at the servant He had chosen 
for purpose of e;o,,u,.J11,c,11,11Jv His church in the last 

and many others have testified to the same 
Smith did not in the of the 

men to become His 
moved upon the hearts of 

many who sought for His servants, and in their tum, 
when from God had been given them, they 
carried the of life and salvation to their 
friends and neighbors. 

Chapter 5 

Our readers must not suppose that we have 
ten for such is not the case, neither had Daniel 
forgotten his of the in the 
but with the exception of his mother, he .nad 
sDoKen of it to anyone. His parents, but e:;:,;.,•t,-1c.,,1J 

mother, had noticed a great him ;rom 
time. He was just as lively with his younger brothers 
and sisters, but when they did not make demands ur:;on 
his time, he ·was seldom when not 
without a book in his hand, and most 
book was the Bible. And times, 
re, before retiring for the went :into 
where her she found him still 
knew listening to his father's 
ing. 

Uke of she hid these 
and sometimes when 

to her about the future and the thoucrhts 
entered his mind. 

"I heard father tell you his vision", he 
"and I believe it is true, and 
sometimes feel as the Lord 

01 the Lord.' " 

"I and trust you are 
calls you do any work for 
faithful in it.'' 

Daniel did not make any answer, but ~n :1eart 
he was resolved to give his life to the service of 
God. He knew that God had sent His ·.o :orotect 
him the he was a prisoner in the forest, and 
when he about it he felt that all he could do 
would be indeed, in comparison with wnat God 
had done for him. Having been near unto and 

no1hing but to be tom to pieces, limb 
could realize, as he never had 

it meant for Christ to lay down his life for his enemies. 
Life is very sweet to the young, and Daniel · .. m-

for the of and 
never could tell any one how real, how :1.ear God 
seemed to him since that time. 

It had now been 
had been le±! 
and 

first 
reveal the travelers to them. 
sister of whom Daniel had 

the first one to 
horses as came 
home. Then there was a 
and no sooner had the carriage 
Clark to and 
of her with a will. 

to be at home , she 
hr,-,rinr, each one, she walked with her oldest 

towards the house. "Have you 
well?" 
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mother, quite well, but very lo:iesome. Did 

you have a pleasant time?" 

very but I nave missed my heme 
and children very much, 

would have been much hrrn,,,ccr 

that you 

it is the same book." 

papers, 
arrested 
if 

had d,,r,nc,r 

did he call it a Golden Bible? It looks just 
like any other book." 

"I presume it is given that name from the fact that 
it was first written upon plates of 

"Who wrote it, father?" 

the 

"Who found 

(To 

had 
box and buried 

OUR "POLITICAL" ACTIVITIES 

To the Church, and to the Puhlic in General 

to offer the statements 
l"''""'"" .. u,.c clarification: 

As to it offensive to any, that I have 
year been active in the whole truth of 

the word of God, including the Commandments of God 
concerning His-"thou shalt not,-exact usury or in-

creas€ ' upc:ci f1e 0£ money, I ,egrst t'.1ct any 
S.,oulu be O .. enced at lilCt. 

_ _i, m1 und teac1ing, and 
ana L.ec1aring againsi that great sm among 
nations never irnls to draw criticism from some 
aGsnand not gravity of careless 
le. w of Lora concerning the mis-use of money. 

desist some quote 10 me 
"If the eating of mem 

I shall eat no meat." etc. 

herewith make 
sucn as were cause 

any would refrain 
from eating meat. that be of-
fended because that I teach, and God's 
eternal truth concerning sinful mis-use of money, and 
of consequent condemnation of God upon the wicked 
naticns, is not that a different matter We be
lieve that it is. 

Should I cease to teach God's word concerning the 
mis-use of because some _may become 
offended that I so? 

In such accusations against anyone, when wrong-

Also, in 
stated before 

against any endeavor, 
many criticisms are based 

cf the fact that I have 
large audience that I do 

that I do not want 
I could not f..JL'"'"'l"--'' 

as money-power in this country 
yet several conventions have insisted 

Am I 
to my ministeTial 

Or, are such assumed inferences but a part of 
evil ruse of the wicked one, by the which men and na-
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tions are kept under bondage of the money-tyrants, 
war-lords and glutted oppressors, through the ages? 
The thoughtful reader must answer those questions for 
himself. 

Is it culpable upon my part, that I have in my 
before urged that (in order 

for the nation to obtain the favor of God for our safety 
our peace, and our we should obey the 
commandments of God? good, people 
seem offended because I have done exactly that. 

Can anyone justly accuse me of wrong for teach-
ing the people that we should the command-
ment of God, for our own national security? 

Such accusations would be founded only upon 
either misunderstanding, or misrepresentation, or some
thing purposefully worse, somewhere. 

Should I not be true to God and His word, even 
though few, or many mis-informed people might take 
off.ense against me for doing so? 

I can not answer that question with a clear con
science before God, if I defer to the criticisms of men, 
rather than I continue loyal to God and to His plain
ly written word. However, just as far I as I can con
scientiously do so, I do hereby defer to the kindly ex
pressions of some, in this matter. I am aware of the 
sad fact, that the vicious under-cover government by 
!he money-power in our fair land has seized 

means of a godless machine, which 
ignores the will of the as it is expressed 

our civil law. This wicked undercover money-power 
government overrides the constitution of these United 
States of with utter disdain! It thus reduces 

almost to that of 

but lift the warning voice of 
in my concerning the destruc-

tions and the calamities which must, in their Divine 
a result of sin, sweep our country, and the 

world. 

and to warn of these 

furious calamities, which are surely approaching as 
a result of the sinful disregard of the laws of God, by 
the wicked nations, who by disobedience to bring 
down His wrath upon themselves. 

But in compliance with the kindly opin-
ions of some, I desist from any "political" activity as 
such, which campaigns for political office in any way. 

Signed this day and date of April 28, 1951, at Mil
waukee, Wisconsin, and mailed to our good Editor of 
Zion's Advocate. 

Yours for the cause of Christ, and for righteousness 
among men by obedience to God, 

APOSTLE JAMES E. YATES 

2964 Newton Ave. 

San Diego, California 

INDEPENDENCE ITEMS 

(Continued from page 87) 

occupants, and also obtained much factual evidence 
to substantiate the Book of MormCJn. at 
some future more favorable date to renew 
and carry to the people the gospel of Christ. 

Bro. Donald E. Mcindoo of Arizona is 
visiting at the home of Bro. CL.rid Sr. C. L Wheaton. 
Don to attend the reunion at Grand 
where will meet his parents, Bro. and Sr. Ed. Mcin-

and return to Phoenix with them. 

MARION SPRAGUE, Advocate 
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