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T Whom co e TVarcableness

God will not change: the restless
vears may bring

Sunlight and shade-—the glories of
the spring,

And silent gloom of winter hours—

Joy mixed with grief—sharp thoms
with fragrant flowers.

Earth’'s lights may shine awhile, and
then grow dim,

But God is true; there is no change
in Him.

EDITH HICKMAN DIVALL

Taken from Kansas Ciy Star
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EDITORIAL
THE CONFERENCE AND THE YEAR AHEAD

The scripture tells us that “the effectual, fervent
prayer of & righteous man availeth much”, and how
truly it is bom cut as we may have opportunity o
prove i, or to witness the results of humble, sincera
supplication before the gracious throne of our heaven-
Iy Father.

Our general church conference of 1951 is now past
history, and those who were privileged io assemble
at that ime may well lock back with o goodly degres
of contentment and pleasure for the unity in the bond
of fellowship in the Spirit which prevailed there. Thig
was o result, we are sure of many rightecus prayers
having ascended to God, of those who could not be
there as well as of those who could.

Oh, all is NOT well in "Zion”, but where two or
three, or more, shall meet in Jesus' nome, His Spirit
will be there—and so it was. Our hearts were made
to rejoice, greatly, because we were thus favored, but
we realize, too, that we may receive only to that extent
that we demonstrate our willingness to vield obedience
to Divine commandments.

So, while we are grateful for such as has been
granted, we have been exhorted, and rightly so, to
press on to higher ground.

The first assembly of the conference was a prayer
and testimony service, and while this writer was un-
able to be there, we are sure it was very beneficial.
What could be more pleasing to God then that the
believers should, first of all, seck to approach near Him
in proyer, to ask Him to consecrate their doings for
their best good, for the welfare of the church, and for
the glory of His Name?

The spirit of peace ond brotherly lovs, in large
measure, characterized the meetings.  Anxious, right-
eous desire was readily discernable in the attitude of
those who met there—could God withhold? Only as
we have {ailed to make o perfect offering of our heart.

It is impossible for man, in one mighty leap, to go
from the valley of contented spiritucal sxperience 1o
the mountain top of "hand-n-hand” communion with
God. Sometimes the human body, through lack of ex-
ercise, loses its appetite or desire, for food, Just so it is
with the spiritual "body”, and contact with the Holy
Spirit must be renewed by great effort, or—just as sure-
ly—-death occurs.

The danger is increasingly apparent. Not that we
note.a decline in spirituality within the church (as o
whole), but rather we see o greaier effort 1o obiain
needed strength. As we iry harder, we begin o get
o clearer picture of just how areat thot need is. The
"flood” creeps ever nearer, and we begin to rub ihe
slumber from our eyves, as it were. Moy God grant
His Spirit to arouse His people suffici ;
may escape the wrath to coms.

So, we are encouraged by our observation, and
more desirous {0 move forward in the vear's work
chead, as the comforting thought of increased help of
the Spirit comes to us.
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Do vyou ask what it is that causes us 1o rejoice
concerning the conference? As for the business meet-
ings: the present prccedure of showing ounly the al-
firmative action does not indicate the spirit with which
it was done. However, those who attended will bear
out the thought that in the main, there was very little
to disturb the tranquil spirit which accompanied our
people as %hey gathered from the several states. Dif-
ference of opinion, yes, but not the bitter wrangling
which has characterized all too many of our confer-
ences in past years—this to our shame. [i shows the
results of determination not io engender sirife. We
reclize, too, that the hateful disposition of even just cne
person could offend the Spirit of God. Then how
necessary for all to be prayerful with irue meekness
ond humility.

The daily services of prayer and preaching were of
a high order; God sanctioning by the presence of His
Spirit.  Our spirits were fed, and we are thankful from
the bettom of cur hearts.

Sunday, April 8th, was a particularly joyful and
profitable time. There was a prayer and testimony
meeting early in the morning, followed, at 9:45, by «
sacrament service. Sunday School was dispensed
with to allow more time for participation in prayer and
testimony. Few momenis were wasted, and the time
sped swiftly, and still there were those who might have
expressed themselves had time allowed. ""How pleas-
ont to behcld and see, the saints of Jesus oll agree, 1o
sit arcund that sacred board, as members of one com-
mon Lord.”

Foretaste of the glory to be revealed! One bright
day will find a mighty host of the sons of man as-
sembled at the great feast prepared by the Lord for
those whom He has gathered. Surely, He has begun
already. Israel begins to stir, and what cbout His
people of this Restoration movement. Scattered and
divided in understanding of docirine, iruly, but—how
long?

We know not, for God moves in mysierious fashion
1o perform His marvelous work. Is it possible to detect
ony sign of a disposition toward unity among latter-
day Israsl? We think so. There is a noticeable ten-
dency in that direction within the ranks of our pecple
in the Church of Christ. It seems, also, that God is
working among the other groups—aond why not? We
need not think Him to be just our God, the God of
none other. He will assemble ALL who will allow
themselves to come unto Him. That gathering MUST
be based completely upon the righteous principles as
set forth by Jesus Christ.

During the conference, three names were presented
for our accepiance into fellowship once more—those
who had gone out before. Their error was acknowl-
edaed, and we received them caccordingly. It is pos-
sible that more will follow. Should we not rejoice and
vray earnesily that honest and sincere souls, every-
where, micht be drown together as o united band
ogainst the fce of rightecusness?

This—aq grecier unity of the faith—is the task before
us in the conference vear of 1951, and we can do it
with the help of the Holy Spirit, i ocur lives are an

invitation to Him.
WILLIAM A SHELDON

REPORT OF THE 1951 CONFERENCE
(Foreword)

The 'report of the affirmative action” of the 1951
Ministers’” Conference which {follows is not the full
minutes of that conference. The 1949 Conilerence or
dered that only a report of those actions receiving an
affirmative vote of the body should be published in
the Advocate. This was designed 1o make easier
what might prove to be rather tedious reading.

Should anyone desire more pariicular information
from the complete minutes of the sessions, ond are un-
able o contact the General Church Secrelary, the con-
ference has had a carbon copy of the complete minutes
of the conference placed in the hands of the fcllowing
people:

Secretary of the Twelve—A. M. Smith.

Secretary of the General Bishopric—LeRoy Wheat-
on.

General Church Historian—B. C. Flint.

The reporting of the actions of the conlerence will
therefore be governed by ihg following principles:

1. Organization of the conference is condensed.
2. Opening and closing exercises are omitted.

3. Approval of minutes from session to session cre

omitted.

4, Ministerial reports are shown or mentioned; other
reporis not acted upon will be mentioned in
brief only.

5. Matters referred ic the committees are not shown
in full.

show

il

6. The filling of office ond co
only the final resulis of th

sxble No <,Ountf—c1 votes
where the measure ig i

8. Motions lost, tobled, or of
to understanding the report

howrn except
ndum.
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Begging vou to retain these gg in mmd/ We
urge vou to earnestly consider the report of fjﬁf’ET:fIl-'
ative action of the 1951 Ministers’ of the

Church of Christ (Temple Lot

[@ls vﬂev ence

Of the Ministers’ Conf
{Temnple Lob) convened
April 6, 1951
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April 6, 1951 — 10:00 A. M. Session

Apostle Wm. F. Anderson in charge
Apostle James E. Yates.

The conference was organized by the body in the
tollowing manner:

Secretary: Bro. Forest Maley.

Choirmanship: The members of the
Twelve.

Chorister: Sr. Metta Anderson, with power o select

picnisis.
Press Committee: Brethren Wm. A. Sheldon, James
M. Cose cnd A. M. Smith.

rence!

g hour from 9:30 1o 10:45 shall be de-
oted to praver ond testimony service.

L
-

2. The hour from 11.00 1o 12:00 shall be devoied ¢
rrecching excep? when other provisions have
been made or special service other than preach-

ing.
At 2:00 P. M. the business session shall convene

4. The hour from 4:30 to 5:30 shall }
the School of the Ministry.

W

be devoted io

o

The evening hour from 7:30 io 8:00 shall be de-

voted io song service, with preaching at 8:00
P. M.

5. Whenever necessary meett
istry shall arise, such as a meeting of the Sev-
enty, Elders, or any of the several Quorums of
the Priesthood, these meetings shall be held in

the morning hours so {ar as possible

g of any of the Min-

may be

m the conlerer

ELECTION

[ SED PR BFLS S A

General Church Secretary: Bro.

Greneragl Church Becorder: Sr, Metta Anderson,

Gensral Church Historian: Bro. B, C. Flint.
Editorin-Chief of Zien's Advocate: Bro. Wm. A, Shel
doz&.
Editors of Zion's Adwocote: Sr. Margorst

weaton, oSr. Edith Bell

Referendum Committes: Sr. Marion Sprague for a three
vear term. Other members: Sr. Ora Derry: (2)
and Bro. Nicholas F. Denham (1)

BRelations Commitiee: Bro. R. B. Rcobertson for a three
vear term. Other members: Bro. Clorence L.
Wheaton (2) and Bro. A, M. Smith (1.

Library Board: Sr. Margaret Wheaton for o three vear
term. Other members: Bro. James M. Case (2)
and Bro. A. M. Smith (1).

Board of Publications: Sr. Louise P. Sheldon and Bro.
LaRoy Whedaton {for three year terms. The other
members: The Business Office Manager (perm-
anent), Bro. Forest Maley (1) and Bro. Denver
Chapmaon {1).

Commitiee ic Bevise Forms: Bro. A. M. Smith, Bro. For-
est Maley, ond Bro. James M Cuase o continus
in office until revision of forms is completed.

m nvnc{mon from the Twelve relative to
Bro. }’th G Jenkins was called up for consideration:

3

Independe Missouri

“horil 6, 1951
To the Conference of

The Church of Christ
Greetings:

Inasmuch as there has come io the honds of the
Council of Twelve, malerial that brings us the glad
news that our Brother John G. Jenkins of New Dock,
Llanelly, Wales, who o few vears cgo became dis-
couraged and joined the Reorganization, has now seen
his mistake and by letier has expressed his desire 1o
return to the Church of Christ and to assist in the work
of the Lord so far as it is possible for him i{o do, we the
Council of Twelve do recommend to the Conference
that Brother Jenkins be reinstated o full fellowship in
the Church and that he be reinstated in his Priesthood
as a Seventy, and encouraged to go forth in his minis-
try in ’[}Wdi nvr% of the vineyard which is in such great
need ot this im

oell

(Signed) ARTHUR M. SMITH
Sec'y. Council of Twelve

o accept

by Arpos

date g petition 1o
ch o raise iuz“oﬁ to
iblication of the his-
wdeavoer 1o ascertain

i

e ci f‘aﬂm&d throughout the chur
be held by the Bishopric for the pu
tory; and that if possible they en

> %'*18 ory, \md form
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the approximate cost of such publication. Seconded

by Bro. Rolland Sprogue. Carried.

Full Time Representative in the General Office: Bro.
James M. Case ior one yeaor.

General Church Recorder: Bro. James M. Case.

Reception Committee: Brethren Nicholas F. Denham,
James M. Case, and Rolland Sprague.

Report of the General Church Recorder was called
up for consideration:

Independence, Missouri
April 6, 1851
To the Ministers’ Conference of
The Church of Christ {Temple Lot)
Greetings:

As the General Church Recorder, 1 beg to report for
the Cenference year of 1950,

According to the records in the office the total mem-
bership of the Church is 2,273.

Ordincations for the year:
To the Quorum of Twelve—2
To the quorum of Seventy—6&6
To the Office of Elder—8
To the Office of Priest—3
Blessings of little children—32.

This is oll that has been reported to the Recorder;
1 have found some that have not been reported, and
placed them on the records. We also know that there
are scme that have not been reported that should be
tcken off the records.

Respectfully vour brother in Christ,
(Signed) ELDER JAMES M. CASE
General Church Recorder

Bro. Wm. F. Anderson moved to accept the report
of the Recorder and give the Recorder a vote of thanks.
Seconded by Sr. Doris Sheldon. Carried.

LI 2

Bpril 9, 1851 — 2:00 P. M. Session

Lpostle A. M. Smith in charge assisted by Apostle
B. C. Flint,

Bro. LeRoy Wheaton moved that the committee 1o
review ond revise the church history shall, in consulto-
tion with the Historian, review the manuscript; and that
alter such review, by majority action of only the Re-
view Commitiee, such revisions as deemed necessary
shall be mode and the History turned over to the
Board of Publication for printing. Seconded by Bro.
Wm. T, Anderson. Coarried.

Commiiiee to Examine Historical Manuscript: Bro.
Leon A. Gould for o three vear term. Other mem-
bers: Bro. Clarence L. Wheaton (2) and Bro. A.
M. Smith (1)

Recommendations frem the Twelve on Missionary
appointments was called up for consideration:

Independence, Missouri
April 8, 1951

To the Conference of
The Church of Christ
Greetings:

The Council of Twelve submits the following, as o
recommendation from the Council providing for the
appeiniment of the Apostles tc their respective fields
for the Conference vear 1951:

WM. F. ANDERSON—be in charge of Arkonsas,
Louisiona, Oklahoma, Texas and West Virginia.

JAMES E. YATES—cll of the Western Slope states,
including Alaska. '

LEON A. GOULD—Michigon and the Northeastern
states and Eastern Canada.

T. ]. JORDAN-—The Eurcpean Mission, and Westemn
Canada, Minnesota, North ond South Dakota, and
Montana.

W. F. JORDAN—ito be associated with Bro. T. ].
Jordan in Western Canada, North and South Dakota,
Minnesota and Montana.

R. R. ROBERTSON—New Mexico, Nevada, Cole
rado, Wyoming, Utah, and the Southeastern states.

C. L. WHEATON—The Indian Mission.
B. C. FLINT--Ilowa, Wisconsin, and IHlinocis.
A. M. Smith—Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska.

DON HOUSEKNECHT—associated with Bro. Lecon
A. Gould in Michigan and Northeastern states and
Eastern Canada.

WM. A. SHELDON-—associated with B. C. Flint
and A. M. Smith.

THOMAS E. BARTON-—asscciated with Bro. R, R.
Roberison in his field.

In connection with the appointments of the Twelve,
the Council further recommends that Bro. John G.
Jenkins, of New Dock, Llanelly, Wales, who is a Sev-
enty be appointed to labor as an associate with Bro.
T. ]. Jordan in the Europeon Mission.

Respectiully submitied,
Sec'y. Council of Twelve
ARTHUR M. SMITH

A petition from the Bemidji local was read. It
asked the return of Bro. Gould to his home field.

Bro. Forest Maley moved io approve the missionary
appointments as stated in the recommendations from
the Twelve. Seconded by Bro. Ivan Inch. Carried.

Bro. LeRoy Wheaton moved that we instruct the sec-
retary of the conference to write the Bemidii Local that
we appreciate the petititon by thot Local in regard o
the appointment of Bro. Gould to that field: but that the
Twelve and the conference fesl the urgency of the work
in Michigan still exisis cnd for the time being we feel
Rro. Gould should be appointed o that field. Seconded
by Bro. Wm. F. Anderson. Caorried.

# & %

April 10, 1951 -— 2:00 P. M. Session

Apostle B. C. Flint in charge assisted by Apostle
R. R. Robertson.
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Legislation from the Phoenix Local relative to our
attitude on war and military service was called up for
consideration.

Bro. James E. Yates moved that the Conference
submit this resolution from Phosnix to a commitiee of
three to dralt o proper statement of the matter for this
conference to decide upon. Seconded by Sr. Stella
Hedrick. Coarried.

The Committee to draft statement: Bro. LeRovy
Wheaton, Bro. A. M. Smilth and Bro. Leon A. Gould.

Report of the Board of Publications was read stating
that there is now o good possibility of getting 1,000
copies of the Bock of Mormon with the name of the
Church on the title page; as ordered by the 1950 con-
ference. -

* ok ok

April 11, 1851 — 2:00 P. M. Session

Apostle R. R. Robertson in charge assisted by
Apostle Don W, Housknecht.

The report on the 1,000 copies of the Bock of Mor-
mon was under consideration,

Bro. Archie F. Bell moved that we rescind the action
of the 1950 Conference pertaining to the purchase of
1,000 copies of the Authorized Book of Mormon from
the Herald Publishing House and that we release the
Boord of Publications from sclictting cny more funds
for the purchase of these books; ond that the Business
Mcmo.qcr should have purchased a rubber stomp
stating "Presented by the Church of Christ (Temple
Lot), Tndcpendenco, Missourl.” This stamp to be
placed on any books purchased by us to be presented
o the world. Seconded by Bro. Denver Chapmom.
Coarried.

Minnie Smith made verkal report of the 1951
Conference activities of the Dining Hall C’ommzi’{ee
which to dote resulted in a cash balance of $81.54
and noted donations of food and money.

Bro. LeRoy Wheaton moved that we accept and
approve this Dining Hall Committee teport and thot
we give that committee and those who helped in the
Dining Hall and those who made offerings of food,
supplies, and money for the meals during this coufen
ence, c* vote of thanks. Seconded by Bro. B. C. Flint.
Carried unanimously by o standing vole

The restatement of our attitude toword military
service was called up for considerction:

Independence, Missourt
April 11, 1951
T the Conference
Church of Christ

Grestings:

The committee to consider the resolution concern-
ing our stond on war beg fo present the following
resolution:

"Whereas, we, the Church of Christ, with head-
gquarters on the Temple Lot, at Independence, Missour,
are opposed to war as declared in our Articles of Faith
and Practice, paragraph 21, which reads as follows:

"We are opposed to war. Men are not justi-
fled in toking up arms against their fellows except
as o last resort in delense of their lives and io
preserve their liberty.’ .

Therefore be it

Resolved, that this Church of Christ shall ever pro-
mote the proposition that war is in opposition to the
best interesis of mon and God, whose wiH it is that
man shall not kill, and that this Church of Christ does
hereby lodge with the government of this country «
proclomation of its stand upon these principles

And be it further

Resclved, that this Church of Christ shall ever
actively endeavor, through the medium of correspon-
dence, or if 1t be rzecessory, through the efforts of
specicl delegations, to gain for ifs people the right and
privilege to be exempt from Gc*lva combat duty, if
they so choose, (md to give their service, when called
upon, in non-combatant positions, whereby they con
render a greater omd more complete service to God, fo
nankind, and 1o their country.

(Signed) ARTHUR M. SMITH
LARENCE L. WHEATON, JR.
LECN A. GOULD

Bro. Rolland Sprague moved that we approve the
report of the commitiee on o statement on war, and
concur in the resolution; and that we send it out to ref-
erendum as bill number cne. Seconded by Bro. B. C.
Flint, Carried 17 to 0 with only the minisiry voting.

Bopril 12, 1951 — 10:00 A. M. Session

Apostle Don W, Housknecht in charge assisted by
LAposile Wm. A, Sheldon.

Business Office Manager and Secretary to Trans-
portation: Bro. Nicholas F. Denham.

Recommendation of the Twelve r@bt ive to Bro. and
Sr. Stone was colled up for considercd

CL
<D
fw

4 ~4
To the Qonfezer‘rm of

Creetings:

Inasmuch as Brother Ralph B Stone did come be-
fore the Council of Twelve during the moming session

he Council, and did maoke o satisfactory statement

1

ic them, confessing his error, ingsmuch as he did leave

the church b/ being rebaptized with the Fetting group,
and whereas he has now repudiated q*c is sorry for
this grave fﬂ@”ko that he and his wife made ot that
time, and now, they both desire o be rsunited with
the Church of Christ.

\/\f e,

by recommend
Stone and his
=, of Irf]epen:iey ce, Mis-
11 ip in the Church

4
ke
w'fg, Sr Amy Maude Sio

ourl, be now restored io fu
of Christ.

The Council further recommends that Brother Stone
shall be reinstated in his priesthood as an Elder and a

s
3T
1

%
.
.
.
]

|
]
.
|

|
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license be granted to him.
(Signed) ARTHUR M. SMITH
Secretary of the Twelve

Bro. Wm. F. Anderson moved as a substitute that
we approve the report from the Quorum of Twelve and
concur in its recommendations. Seconded by Bro.
Clvde Babcock. Carried.

Committee on Jurisprudence: Brethren Nicholas F.
Denham, James M. Case, Arthur M. Smith, Rolland D.
Sprague and Forest E. Maley. This committee to give
final report fo the 1952 conference.

Auditing Committee: Sr. Dorothy Denham for «
three year term: Other members: Bro. Rolland Sprague
{(2) and Bro. James M. Case (1).

Building Committee: Bro. Richard Wheaion for three
vear term. Other members: Bro. Vance Harris (2)
{(Chairmon) and Bro. Archie F. Bell (1).

* * &

April 12, 1951 — 2:00 P, M. Session

Apostle Wm. A. Sheldon in charge assisted by
Apostle Wm. F. Anderson,

Sr. Doris Sheldon moved that the members of the
Twelve present at the time the minutes of the morning
and afterncon sessions of April 12, 1951 are completed
be empowered to examine, correct, and approve those
minutes in behalf of the conference. Seconded by
Sr. Miriam Mason. Carried.

Dining Hall Committee: Sisters Ora Derry, Minnie
Smith, Bertha Case, Doris Hedrick, emd Stella Hedrick.

The Audifor’'s Report and the Financial Report of
the Bishopric were called up for consideration. See
other puges of the Advocate for the Auditor's Report.
The Fincmcial Report {ollows:

Independence, Missouri
April 11, 1951
To the Conference Assembled
Church of Christ

Greetings:

There are o few things the General Bishooric would
like 10 bring to the gltention of the conference.

1. During the post fiscal vear the receipts of tithine
were ne iy double that of the previous vear being
in 1949-50 $5,521.68 and in 1950-51 $9,804.37.

P

o

1{)

2. The total income for the past fiscal vear waos
$12,132.02 compared io that of the previcus vear of
§7,170.11.

We believe the incre
to the following facts:

ase in income g due lorgely

1. Increased missionary activity.

2.
conferens

clear and concigse stond token by the 1350
e on ithing,
2. The publishing of a budget of expenses.

An examination of the disbursements will show that
in some cases we excesded ocur budgset and in other
cases we under ran the budget. In general, however,

we stayed {airly close o the budget.

We, your servonts, are pleased to have seen the
response given by the membership of the chuwch to
the needs of the church.

We submit the following budget for the vecw
1951-52:

Family Allowance ... $ 8,300
Elders’ Expense
A
Advocate ...

Boocks and Trocts
General Ledger

TOTAL. .o $12,800

It is the hope and praver of the General Bishooric
that each member of the Church will prayerfully con-
sider his responsibilities in forwarding the work of
Christ cnd will accordingly give of that which God
has given him that the work may go forward.

Your brethren in Christ,
The General Bishopric
(Signed) CLARENCE L. WHEATON, JB
Secretary

Bro. Forest Maley moved to approve the Auditor's
Report and the Bishops' Financial Report.  Seconded
by Bro. A. M. Smith. Carried.

The question had arisen about showing payments
to individuals on the Elders’ Expense.

Bro. A. M. Smith moved that this matter of the re-
part of Elders’ Expense be left to the discretion of the
Bishopric. Seconded by Bro. B. C. Flint. Carried.

Rro. Wm. F. Anderson moved that when this con-
ference does adjourn, that it does so to meet on April 6,
1952 it 10:00 A. M. in this building on the Temple Lot
Seconded by Bro. A. M. Smith. Carried.

& k&

foregoing is the secretary’s report
of the alfirmative action of the Ministers’ Conference of
the Church of Christ with headguarters on the Temple
Lot, Independence, Missouri; which conference was
had and held from April o April 12, 1951 on the
Temple Lot. I wish to express my gratitude to Bro.
LeRoy Wheaton for his assistonce in making the
conference record.

The above and

Respectiully,

FOREST E. MALEY
Secretary of the Conference and
Generagl Church Secretary.

AUDITOR'S REPORT
April 8, 1951
Bishop C. L. Whealon, Jr.
Church oi Christ, Temple Lot,
Independence, Missourl.

Dear Sir )
In accordance with vour instructions, [ have made
om cudit of the cash receipts ond disbursements for the
Church of Christ, Temple Lot, Independence, Missouri,
for the period from March 186, 1950 to March 15, 1951,
cmd submit ag my report the following stalements:
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EXHIBIT
Cash Receipts and Disbursements,
General Ledger Trial Balance,
As ot March 15, 1951 o "B”

COMMENTS

The cash receipts were verified by examination of
the stubs of receipis issued during the period under
review and fracing the amounts into the bank ofter
checking their proper entry in the cash book. The
tithers were shown less the checks returned for insuffi-
cient funds.

The cash disbursements were verified by auditing

the checks drawn ond paid during the period under
review and by examining the receipted bills. The
Elders’ expenses were not supported by itemized re-
ports.

The cash on hand ot the close of the period was
deposited in the First Nalional Bank, Independence,
Missouri.

The ftrial balance of the gsneral ledger accounts
was not further verified.

Respectiully submitted,

ROY A. GUYTON
Certified Public Accountant

CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

From March 16, 1950 to March 15, 1951

EXHIBIT "A"

RECEIPTS
Advecate SUBSCIID I ORS oo $ 389.50
O T NS e 740.62
D G o e 9,804.37
Sale of Books and Tr00S oo 63.10
SUle O L0 Y DO oo e 300.00
Special Fund:
Sunday School Ouamterly oo 1.680
Dining Hall Commiten oo e 139.00
I Om M S I OTY e e 4.00
MexIcamt MISSION © oo 58.00
M S S O Y et e e 118.88
Refund from Bender ExDense .o oo 315.79
Collection of A. S. Whetton Note oo 170.00
TemnDle FUND o e 28.16
O AL RECEIP TS oo e $12,133.02
DISBURSEMENTS
Printing of AQVOTTIE oo e $1,672.75
AdVOCe EXDONISS e 24.30
Elders’ Family Expense:
Mre, Wi Fo AN 800 oo $1,040.00
M8, T M GO0 o e 1,070.00
Mrs. B. G FUDY e 1,040.00
Mrs. Leon A GoUld o 1,040.00
Mrs, B M. O 1,170.00
Mrs. Jomes B YO o8 1,040.00
Mrs, C. L WReOON e 1,040.00
Mrs. R. B. ROBSIISON oo 1.040.00
M. Be A WnOOOT e e 80.00 8,560.00
Elders’ EXDONISES oo 832.00
General Church Expense:
Labor amd MOWING oo 267.04
Repairs omd SUDDHSS e 58.61
INBUTTINICE e 112.23 537.88
Genera! Office Expense:
T lEDNONE e e 81.78
Postage and Box Rent 18.00
Auditing and Bond Premium oo 47.50
Printing, Stationery, B, o 57.74
Repair 0f SOl e 65.00

270.02
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Printing of Books and TrOCS oo

Linotype Parts Purchased
Special Fund—A1d e,

Special Fund—Dining Hall—SupDles oo

Special Fund—Manuelits ...ooovooeeeoeee
Special Fund—Mexican Mission

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS ..o

Excess of Disbursements over Receipts oooooooooceeeeee .
Cash in Bank March 15, 1950 .o
Cash in Bank March 15, 1951,

General Fund ..o,
Temple Fund .,

303.20
60.95
750.00
95.09
10.00
5800

$13,181.19

$ 1,048.17
$ 6,386.40

3,143.43
2,194.80 $ 5,338.23

GENERAL LEDGER

Trial Balance, (After Closing) at March 15, 1951

First National Bank, Independence, Missouri
Temple Fund e
Dining Hall Equipment . ...
Office Furniture cmd Fixtures
Temple Equipment—OTGOmt oo
General Church Property oo e
Real Estate—Stark Acres, Independence, Missouri
Redal Estate—Temple Lot o

Pt W OT N oo e e e e

EXHIBIT “B”
Debit Credit

$5,338.23

$2,194.80
1.00
85.14
...................................... 50.25
56.43
1.00
...................................... 1.00

3,338.25

$5,533.05  $5,533.05

REPORT OF THE GENERAL CHURCH HISTORIAN

At the 1949 Conference, the undersigned was
elected General Church Historion. I was just out of the
hospital «t the time, ond was under doctor’'s care,
so was unable to attend the conference, and when I
learned of their action, I was strongly inclined to de-
cline io act, as I felt my inability and lack of qualifica-
tions, for so important an assignment. However, since
I have never felt justified in refusing to do what might
be asked of me during my long life of missionary ex-
perience, [ reluctantly undertock the work. Later in
the season [ continued my missionary work, and im-
mediately began to collect material from which to ob-
tain daota for o brief church history.

In the cutumn, when we returned from our mission
teld, I began active work, and from the Introduction
to this contemplated history, which [ append to this
repcrt, it will be seen that [ have obiained practically
all material now in existence and while it required ex-
tensive study, I began to write and continued this work
throughout the winter months here at home.

During the lost summer season, ] resumed my reg-
ulor missionary activities, continuing until quite late in
the foll; but when we again returned, | begon my
study and again begon writing until now I have o
prief history of the restoration movement down to about
the year 1950. There are twenty-one chapters and ons
hundred-forty pages.

This is not an exhaustive history, but o brief out
line history of the work. In this [ have obtained prac-
tically all available source material, and have checked
and double checked my manuscript against all this
material, so I believe that I now have it about as ac-
curate as it is possible to make it In going over this
vast volume of material, T found maony discrepanciss
that teok considerable rechecking in order to arrive ot
a conclusion, as to just what, and when o certain in-
cident may have occurred.

Added to this, since the conference that gave me
this assignment provided o commitiee of three o ex-
omine my work with a view {o establishing its correct-
ness, | have made coples of the work as | went along,
and furnished ecch member of this commitiee with a
copy, g0 they have been able to icllow me concur-
rently.

Last July T published in the Advocate o brisf sum-
mary of the work finished ot that date. This resulted
in mvy recelving considerable correspondence of in-
quiry from oll over the church, and all of it earnestly
solicitous as to the probable cutcome of the project,
ond which also contained financial aid in the publica-
tion of this history. [ now have on hond the sum of
forty-five dollars ($45.00) that T will turn over to the
Board of Publications, as scon as they indicate a de-
sire for it to use in publication. Added tc this a num-
ber of others have offered me more funds, that [ have
refused to receive, telling them that T felt thev had
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better keep it until the church finally made provision
fcr the publication. I have felt that my sole responsi-
bility was to carry out the order of the conference that
appointed me, and the matier of publication was none
of my business. [ have tried iaithfully to carry out my
responsibility in the matter.

The following is a brief summary of the work done
to date. For the benstit of our members who may read
this, we wish to give them « brief cutline of the work
as done down to date.  We have given names to each
chapter ond we will give a list of them here so you
may all see what will be included. Following the in-
troduction which we include here:

Chapter 1—Early Beginnings.

Chapter 2—Joseph Smith's Second Vision, And
What Came of It

Chapter 3—The Book of Mormon.

Chapter 4—The Bock of Mormon, The Stick of
Joseph.

Chapter 5—The Church of Christ Is Organized, Or
Restored.

Chapter 6—The Church Grows.
Chapter. 7—The Idea of Zion, The Temple.

Chapter 8—Publication Begins. In this chapter we
discuss the work of Joseph Smith and his associates
in bringing into existence the Book of Commandments,
as the first publication of the Revelations given to the
church through the Prophet Joseph Smith. This shows
conclusively that the revelations as they came from
the hends of the Prophet, and published in the Bock of
Commandments, are the genuine revelations as given,
and as having his endorsement, and dedication by
prayer and consecration.

Chapter 9—Persecution Increases.

Chapter 10—The Humoan Side. Here we discuss
briefly the various innovations that entersd early into
the latter day work, and which later was responsible
for the divisions that overiock the work.

Chapter 11—The Church Exponds.

Chapter 12—An Asylum in lllinocis.

Chopter 13—Nauvoo.

Chapter 14—The Martyrdom And What Followed.
Chapter 15—Factionalism Arises.

Chapter 18—The New Organization. In this chap-
ter we discuss the rise of the "Reoroonized” church in
southern Wisconsin.

Choper 17—The Church Continues.  In this chap-
ter we discuss the work of the old time sgints, near and
around Bloomington, llinois.

Chopter 18—The Return. In this chapler we dis-
cuss the return of the saints in accordance with a rev-
elation to Granville Hedrick in 1864, to Independence,
Misscuri, cnd their obiaining possession of the sacred
Teraple Lot, dedicated by Joseph Smith and others, in
August 1831, This includes the diagram of the Temple

Lot Abstract and Deeds.

Chapter 19—Through the Years. This chapter
gives a brief resume of the work of the little group who
had returned and made the Temple Lot their head-
quarters, and the attitudes they held toward the Res-
toraticn movement as a whole.

Chapter 20—Comed the Years From 1916 to 1926.
This needs no analysis here, as much of the incidents
of that period are still familiar to most of cur members.

Chapter 21—Factionalism Follows Success.  This
gives an account of the defections that have troubled
the body, which includes Fettingism, Woodism, and
the other "isms"” that have sprung up in recent years.

By all this it will be seen that while major matters
of interest have been given place, the work will still
be a condensed or outline history of the great restora-
fion.

We will also append a copy of the "Introduction”
to the work, which may or may not be read according
to the desires of the body.

* ok ok

An Outline History
Of the Church of Christ. Temple Lot
Introduction

Webster defines the word “history” io mecn, A
learning by inquiry’, taken from the Greek word 'his-
teric’.  'That branch of knowledge which deals with
events that have taken place in the world's existence;
the study or investigation of the past; o narrative or
an account of an event or a series of events in the life
of a nation, or that have marked the progress or exist-
ence of any community or institution; o narrative; an
account of things that exist, etfc.

This definition imposes upon us the responsibility
of being as accurate as possible in any attempt to give
an cccount of what we might present as being the his-
tory of the great Restoration of the gospel, and the
church of these Latter Davs.

There are already in evidence a number of histories
written by the various groups into which the church
broke up at the death of the Prorhet Joseph Smith.
These give much of the detail of evenis tramspiring
from the inception of the work down to more recent
times. Beccuse of this fact, we feel, since these are
available, that to spend too much time on incidents
not strictly in line with the real activity and progress
of the movement, would be merely a repetition of what
is already available. Also from the foct, that o short
concise history that can be placed in the hands of
readers and students as soon as possible, is primarily
the obiect of this publication.

However, in studving closely historical works, we
find that oftentimes because of the factonal, partisan
interests that these historical works represent, that
there sometimes appecar discrepancies. This moaokes
necessary o very careful comparison between them
in order to ascertain exactly just what did hoppen ot o
certain given Hme. This is not said with any desire fo
reflect discredit upon the authors of such histories, but
because we feel g deep sense of responsibility con-
cerning our regard for this great latter day restorotion
cs o divine institution. This impels us to desire io

g
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make this present production as accurate as it can
possibly be made. In this we wish to remain as far
rernoved from any partisan bias as possible, and to tell
the story as dispassionately as possible, letting the
responsibility for error in conduct, if there be such, rest
exactly where it belongs, giving special favor to none,
and that might include ocurselves. For instance, we ars
now living in the vear 1951, and we reaglize that be-
tween this date and the date 1820 when o voung
prophet went to the woods to pray, that o record wos
being made. A history was in the making. [t is this
story of that record so made that we will try to tell as
briefly ond accurately as possible, realizing that in
this, as in all of ministerial labors through o long life
of gospel service, we are not laboring to please any
man or s=t of men, but we are laboring in the interesis
of God's work and to Him we are amenable first of «ll.
It is to Him that we reclize we will have to give final
cccount.

In this work we are using as source maierial such
recognized historical works as; “Joseph Smith the
Prophet, And His Progenitors” by his mother, Lucy
Smith: "The Life of Joseph Smith the Prophet” by
Tullidge; "An Address To All Believers in Christ” by
Dévid Whitmer: “Reorgonized Church History™ {four
volumes); "A New Church History” by the Uidh
Church: "Teachings of Joseph Smith the Prophet” by
Joseph Fielding Smith—This last is o compilation of
the terchings and sermons of Joseph Smith during his
lifetime. It is claimed that it is verbatim and unedited.
It is drawn from such works as “"Manuscript History”,
“Tournal History of the Church”, "Documentary His-
tory of the Church”, "The Evening and Morning Star”,
“Times ond Seasons”, "Far West Record”, “"Messenger
and Advocate”, etc. Added to these we have the old
reprint of the "Evening cnd Morning Star”, seven
various editions of the "Doctrine and Covenants”, in-
cluding the second Europsan edition published in
Liverpool in 1848. Then we have the "Book of Com-
mandments’’, A New Witness for Christ in America”
by Kirkham, "A Young People’'s History” by Vida
Smith Yotes and others of like character.

As we proceed we will seek to bring to aid every
available work that we can find. Our effort being to
give our readers as brief but reliable ond truthful o
history as it is possible to produce, yet not giving un-
due cottention to ony one phase of the work; but in as
brief a space as possible tell our story.

We lav no claim to literary excellence, not fo be-
ing on outstonding authority on the matters treated,
but to present to our readers, in o humble and God-
fearing monner, this work, praving His blessing in
recognition to be upon us as we write, and upon those
who may read, cnd cll in the interest of tfruth. Moy
God bless vou and it

Your humble servant,

ELDER B. C. FLINT
General Church Historian
Church of Christ (Temple Lot

REPORT OF THE SCHOOL OF THE MINISTRY

Independence, Missouri

April 11, 1951
To the

Ministers’ Conference:

During the conference period, to date, the School
of the Ministry have held five sessions, at which mat-
ters of interest have been freely discussed.

A resolution concerning the attitude or posture in
prayver was adopted as the concensus of opinion of
the Schocl of the Ministry, and referred to the confer-
ence for its action.

Officers chosen {for the coming year were: Apostle
B. R. Rebertson (Chairman), Apostle Don Housknecht
(Asst. Chairman), and Apostle Leon A. Gould (Secre-
tary).

The following resolution was also adopted: "We of
the ministry of the Church of Christ, wish o go on
ecord as approving only the method of baptism con-
tained in I Nephi 5:24. This method was: The offi-
ciating minister to be standing in the water during the
ordinance of baptism.”

Respectiully submitted,
(Signed) LEON A. GOULD, Secretary

REPORT OF THE UNITED WORKERS
Independence, Missouri
April 10, 1951
To the Church of Christ
In Conference Assembled

Greetings:

As the Secretary of the General Organization of
the "United Workers" Auxiliary to the Church, I wish
to report that there are two organized groups: Ava,
Misscuri and Independence, Missouri.

The lodies of cother local churches are interested
and do some work but are not crganized.

Cur finances are as follows:

Cash on Hand—April 10, 18950 ... $14.15

Paid to Sr. Angela Wheaton for postage

on clothing sent to Indioms. ... 10.00
Balonce on hand..o $ 4.15
Collection April 10, 1851 .. $ 439
Balance on hand . $ 8.54

Chairman—Sr. Minnie Smith.

Assistant Chairmon—=Sr. Ora Derry.
Secretary-—or. Miriam Mason.
Treasurer—=or. Bertha Case.
Member at Large—=Sr. Irene Yates.

The subject of Vacation Bible School was discussed.
A motion was made by Sr. Irene Maley, seconded by
Sr. Siella Hedrick that we elect o committee to work
with the secreiary to formulate plans for a Vacation
Bible School in our local churches, this committee io
work in conjunction with the pastor and Sunday School
Superintendent.
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Vacation Bible School Commitiee elected are: Sr.
Bertha Case, Sr. Ora Derry and Sr. Arra Gentry.

Secretary—MIRIAN MASON
Chairman—MINNIE SMITH

REPORT OF THE GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL
ASSOCIATION

Independence, Missourl
April 7, 1951

To the Ministers’ Conference
Church of Christ (Temple Lot)
Independence, Missouri.

Greetings:

The General Sunday School Assgciation met in
conference at 9:45 A. M., April 7, 1951 and wish to re-
port their actions as follows:

The Treasurer’s report was received as follows:

April 7, 1851
To the General Sunday
School Association
Greetings:

I beg to report as the General Sunday School Asso-
ciation Treasurer.

The amount brought forward from 1949 . $146.84
The amount received from sale of quar-

terlies for 1950-51 37.60
ot e $184.44
Paid Out oo e 76.35
Total Balance oo $108.09

Quarterlies Printed, Lambert & Moon............ $ 75.00
Postage For Mailing Quarterlies ...

Total Balance Forward of the 1/10
from the Local Sunday Schools oo § 31.01

Tolal Amount Received for the Years

10505 e 47.56
Tt e & 78.57
Podd Oub oo 2.20
Total Amount of 1/10 . ... $ 76.37

Paid out for file boxes and stationery.... 2.20

Total Amount in the General Sunday School

TIOOSUTY oo $184.485
Sincerely,

The General Sunday School Tregsursr

ELDER JAMES M. CASE
The Secretcry's report was read ond approved.
They received reports from the Sunday Schools ot
Semd Lake, Michigan; Collins, Mo.; Houston, Mo
Morgcmiown, West Virginia; Fenton, Michigon; and

from Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Quarterly Commit-
tee's report was read and approved.

Resolved that the officers of the General Sunday

School shall supply each member of the Quorum of
the Twelve with a folder of samples of all quarterlies,
and the General Sunday School resolutions and in-
structions for ordering and for cooperation with the
Sunday School by each local Sunday School.  Asking
that they shall present to each Church School ocur
needs and ask them to use what we have and that we
instruct the Quarterly Committee to compile o pros-
pectus of the quarterlies setting forth briefly the synop-
sis of the study contained in each quarterly, its price,
cnd the general purpose ond use of quarterlies tc be
published in o form in a sufficient quontity to be sent
to all the Sunday Schools as needed:

The previous officers were reinstated. They were:
Superintendent—Bro. Denver Chapman.

Assistant Superintendent—DBro. James M. Case.
Secretary—Sr. Mary Case.

Treasurer—It was resolved that the Full Time Rep-
resentative in the office act as Treasurer.

The Quarterly Committee as selected were: Bro.
L. A. Gould, Sr. B. C. Flint, Sr. Ora Derry, Sr. Margaret
Wheaton, Sr. Marion Sprague.

The report of the meeting was read and accepted.
Respectfully submitted,

{(Signed) MARY CASE
General Sunday School Ass'n.

LETTERS
March 28, 1951

Dear Rrothers and Sisters:

1 want to thank vou for sending on the Advocate
when I know it must be expired long ago. It has
been a wonderful help to me, especially the ones here
lately. I'd miss it very much if it didn’t come.

The article, “With the Church in an Early Day”,
is wonderful. I read it some time ago, and now I'm
reading it again.

“My Testimonvy'’, by Donna Moser is an experience
I love to read. It brings God closer to us, gives us
more faith to know of strong faith like that, 1 {eel en-
couraged to trust more in God in times of sickness.
There is going o be o time when we will have fo, so
why not start now.

Time seems so short to get ready for Jesus' coming.
We need to watch and pray always.

Meay this Conference bring much enlightenment to
us all is my praver.
MRS NORMA COOK
Colling, Missouri

Littleton, Colorado
February 27, 1851
Dear Bro. Sheldon:

I've been planning to write again to the Adovcale
for some time. [ enjov getting it each month so very
much; it brings the Church activities and the experi-
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ences of others to those of us who have no chance
of agttending the services in our own church. It is in-
deed o great help and o blessing.

I had plonned to write of scme of the experiences
we hove had in my own family festifving to the good-
ness of cur God. However, I received o letter from
my sister, vesterday, which far cutweighs anvything 1

could say. Td like to pass it on to the readers of the
Advocate. 1 believe it will be good for exch one, as it
has been for me, personally.

"“Dear Meredyth:

When we came home and went to bed at about
midnight, T dozed for a while, and Marlene woke me
up about three times. After the last time [ was more
wide awoke thon I usually am in the mornir
awake ‘um;’; 3:30, gave up and got up. | showered,
swept the floor and made breakiast prepu. crtions. At
five o'clock I went back to bed and slept il eight,
when the children woke me up. Believe it or not, now
at eleven-thirty, I am as alert as [ ever have been in
my life, I will tell vou why, and thereby hangs the
tale.

I belisve that this, the most wakeful night I have
ever spent in my life, was meant to be so. I lay and
pondered and worried and grieved over the vorious
thinqs that have been in my mind lately. There was
the dreadful uncertainty of the world situation, and the
fear of personal suflering involved. I don't fear death
or hardship for mysell, but the thought of mv children
being afraid ond hungry frightened me greatly. Then
too, in my mind was a strong conscicusness of the un-
happiness in the lives of people I know, as well as the
dreadful suffering of the pecple in warring and poverty-
stricken countries. Then there was a very personal
grief that has been much in mv mind of late for the
childish but very real emotional um@%g that must come
to children wh\ cre taught as mine are and will seem
to be "different” from the cr\,wd, As 1 lay awake for
‘r‘num, I worred and grieved ond praved about oll of

I praved for {oith 1o be unafraid ond
rength to do my part well, and I proved
essing on our personal lives and prob-
pmved that the quﬁer‘f

5@@? for
have o vivid
vigion wo s a

Lven now,
tbe exbie"’rﬁmi that the exr

life 18 very full and wvery

Love, Donna.”

Yours in Gospel Bonds,
MRS. MEREDYTH MALONE
{(My sister is Mrs. Donna Moser, of Sedona, Ariz-
cnal.

Dear Readers of the Advocate:

Many times I have thought of writing a testimony
iruth of the statement in Mark 16:17-18 bsginning
these signs shall follow them that believe.”
seling that I am not gifted in writing [ have put it off.
But haoving recsived added {aith from the wrilten ex-
periences of others and also finding mysell again in
need of o blessing for my own health I want to tell of
a few experiences of the past lest I pui off this duly
1 privilege oo long.

I was recred in a Christion home but 1 first heard
the restored gospel preached when 18 vears old and
was baptized when 20, having myv membership in the

icorganized Church, only a few years before trans-
fering fo the Church of Christ on the Templs Lot. Hav-
ing been tought in my vouth that the blessings of the
early day Scaints were done away, I was happy to
find the gospel and its blessings io be the same in
this age as in the beginning. So I was afiracted io
the testimonies of the miraculous healings, gifts of
tongues and other miracles and gifts that have besn
experienced by "them that believe”. I siill love to hear
of these blessings and for this reason I am making
this effort in the hope thot others may be strengthened
and I might give Glory and Honor unte Him to whom
it is due

In rearing our family, sicknzss has often come of so
ious a nature that we cre certain only through the
ntervention of our P’@cwfm?y Father were ocur loved
s spared 1o us. To recall gll of them would claim
r“‘ decﬂ of our Advocate so will give but
tHme.

space

was 3Y2 vears old she

. After about two
ter cmc we loid it fo o
had eaten,
the follow-

B9 3520

our daughter, Edith,
rv i1l one Saturd CIY
1 to DC

Rut
and w \/uir* lie

ling our -
itis cmci miv;*m,d sending
W hirty miles
1 fr“r W%ek Dnd< I went
friends who could reach
had o high itemper ﬁ’mrﬂ
xiety and praved while
assurance come o me hat
as about 7:30 befors my

comp o C heme andg m‘z doctor had
called in cm;%wr doc*or for consultation aond thevy
agreed that an operchion af once was necessary. 1he
assurcnce that came io me was so strong tha I was
able o regssure my componion as we wers transier-
ring her io the hospital. Her appendix had been rup—

itonitls set in. The rest of the night after
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her operation it required the watchfulness of several
cadults to keep the delirious child in bed. The next
day drugs quieted her for a time but in the afterncon
she again became so excitable that my companion
telephoned to his brother, Archie, the nearest Elder,
150 miles or more distant, asking him to come. Imme-
diately after she quieted. Bro. Archie and his wife
were delayed by bad roads and heavy rain but arrived
about 2:00 A. M. and came immedicately io the hospital
and Bro. Archie administered to Edith. In the morning
when the nurse came to take her temperature she
could not believe her eves, but tock it again, for it
registered normal and from that time on she could be
heard laughing and talking by other patients like any
healthy child and our only trouble was to keep her
entertained and happy in bed until time for the stitches
to be removed so she could be token home. We
learmed later, through my sister-inlaw who was o
iriend of the head nurse, that the doctors and nurses
had no hope for the child the night of her operation.

A few vears later, when our family numbered five
daughters our son was born.  When he was two days
old he became very sick. His temperature going up
between 105 and 106 degrees. The doctor termed the
trouble “congestion of the lungs” but to others he said
it was pneumonia. At that time, seventeen and « half
vears ago, in that high climate, pneumonia was con-
sidered fatal for a young baby. This was during the
depression when neither we or our pesople had money
to help travel expenses if there had been time to call
an Elder for we were isolated and the nearest Elder
three hundred miles away. So my companion sent a
telegram to the Church on the Temple Lot asking for
their prayers. A few hours later I could see our tiny
son growing worse by the minute and a pinched lock
coming on the little face that told the angel of Death
was hovering near. In my heart I was continually in
prayer that God might interevene, as I am sure were
my companion and his mother, who was caring for
us. When suddenly a chonge came and he grew bet-
ter, as we watched, as swiftly as-he had grown worse
and in a short time his temperature was normal. We
could not doubt that it was in answer to the pravyers of
“them thot believe.”

A number of experiences have come o me through
the vears since | obeved the restored gospel. When I
lock back over the vears of my weak and faulty ways
ond sometimes wavering faith it is wonderful o "count
my many blessings and see what God hath done.”
So I will close with the prayer that God will bless all
His pecople everywhere with added faith and strength
that we may be permitied to see His work go forward
in these last days.

Your Sister in Gospel Bonds,
ALVINA C. BELL

BLACK RIVER FALLS AND SPARTA NEWS

With the beautiful spring weather coming, it makes
one feel like singing; especially after such o hard win-
ter. Read the other local news ond cericinly enjoved
them all.

Qur business meeling was held ot Brother Bab-
cock’s home; officers were re-elected. The rest of the
svening was devoled o the discussion of building cur

church. It was voted that the church be built in Sparta.
The land is being donated by Bro. and Sister P. Mar-
quette. Bro. Babcock closed the meeting with prayer.
Atter the meeting, Sister Babcock served a very lovely
lunch.

Sacrament service was held at the home of Bro.
ond Sr. Muth, Black River Falls, Wisconsin. I am
sorry that this is all we can say about this as both your
reporters were unable to be there.

Sister Wilson's husband, Sgt. Jess E. Wilson, called
her from Korea where he has been in combat since
the beginning of the Koreon War. He informed her
that he is no longer on the front lines but is now in the
rear echelon. You can well imagine how Sister Wil-
son welcomed this wonderful news, as she and other
loved ones, have been praying for his safety. All
those boys have our prayers. May this terrible con-
flict be over and our boys back home with their loved
ones.

Our pastor and his wife, Brother Clyde Babcock
cand Sister Bealrice Babcock, are attending conference
at this writing, and are visiting their daughter and son-
in-law, the Wm. Sheldons.

Bro. and Sister Chas. Eddy and daughter, Dorcthy
Wilson, motored to Manhatton, Kemsas to see their
son, Merlin, and family, but most particularly to see
their new grandson, Merlin, Junior. Their intentions
were to attend conference, but due to flood condi-
tions, thought it best to start homeward.

We are looking hopefully for our visit from our
Missionary in charge, Bro. Flint and Sister Flint. Our
prayers are that they will be able to make it again
this summer, as we all enjoy their companionship so
much.

May the Lord’s blessings be with vou dll, is our
prayer.
Until next time,

STAVLO AND JONES

INDEPENDENCE ITEMS

At the local business meeting in March, Bro. C.
LeRoy Wheaton, Jr., was continued as our pastor for
the coming six months. Elected olong with him were
Forest E. Mdaley, secrstary; Leslie Case, ireasurer;
Nicholas F. Denham, chorister; Ella Bell, planist;
Marion Sprague, reporier.

On March 18 a lovely baby daughter was bomn
to Bro. and Sr. N. F. Denham. She weighed seven
pounds and seven ounces, and was given the name of
Dorothy Ann. On February twenty-seventh a litile
son was born to Bro. Williom Anderson, Jr., and his
wife, Opal. He welghed in af six pounds and ien
ounces, and was named Willlam Forest Anderson,
Third, To these tiny buds of promise we extend our
best wishes and to the parents, congratulations. We
ask your pravers and God's blessings to be upon them.

Two sons of Bro. and Sr. 1. M. Case received minis-
terial calls, and were ordained under the hands of the
elders on April 1. Bro. Leslie Case was given the
Melchesidec Priesthood, and Bro. Marvin Case was
given the Acaronic Priesthood and the office of Priest.
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We are thankful that the Lord has given us these
young men of .strength to assist us in our struggle to
attain unto salvation. May they be abundantly blessed
in their service to God. Pray for them.

The Conference, as always when the Spirit attends,
was a feast of good gospel experiences, for which we
rejoice ond give thanks. The attendance was so good
that ot times it seemed we would have need of an
overflow room. We are always joviul for the oppor-
tunity to meet our brothers and sisters of other locals.
Nevertheless we do miss all those whom we have al-
ready learned to love and who did not come. To dll
thcse who did not get here we say, "As we gathered
at the family board we sorrowed at your empty chair.”
How wonderful and glerious the day that shall bring
the gothering from which there shall be no more need
of parting.

Word is received from Bro. Albert Cooper that his
mother, whom he is visiting in England, is greatly im-
proved in health. He is now on his way back to his
home in Independence.

Bro. Ernie Premoe is recovering from a recent
abdominal operation ot the Divine Bros. Clinic in Kan-
sas City. We are glad 1o report that he is doing well.
We ask your prayers that he may continue {o receive
God's goed blessings and go on to perfect health.

We are happy to announce the betrothal and ap-
proaching marriage of Sr Edith Bell and Bro. Marvin
Case. Sr. Edith, on associate editor of Zion's Advocate,
is o daughter of Bro. and Sr. Harvey Bell of Ava, Mis-
sourl. Bro. Marvin is a son of Bro. and Sr. J. M. Casz
of Independence. The wedding is to toke place in
August. We extend to these voung people our very
best wishes, and offer up to God our pravyers for their
happiness throughout o long life together.

MARION SPRAGUE, Reporter.

WITH THE CHURCH IN AN EARLY DAY

(In the last chaopter, Mr. and Mrs. Clark withdrew
from the church of their life-long association because
its docirines were incompatible with their understand-
ing of the Bible. A spiritual manifestation was given
to him showing that God was about to move in es-
tablishing His work anew. A siranger came to them,
telling of Joserh Smith and the Bock of Mormon. They
begin to journey to Kirtland.—W.A.S.).

Chapter IV
THE VISIT TO KIRTLAND

Early the next moming, long before the sun had
risen, while the dew lay fresh ond sparkling upon the
bushes by the roadside and the forest was vocal with
the song of birds, our travelers resumed their journey.

As the day advonced, the road occasionally led
them where, from an eminence, the blue waters of
Lake Erie could be seen in the distance, with here cmd
there a vessel showing like a speck upon its surface.
As the miles grew less, which separated them from
the end of their journey, the intensity of their feelings
increased, ond on unspoken anxiety took possession
of their hearts. Thevy had undertoken this journey
wholly upon the information obtained from o stranger,

and what if they had been misled? Even if this in-
formation should prove to be correct they still had no
assurance that they should find what they were sesk-
ing.

It had now been some four years since they had left
the Methodist Church, and though they had never re-
gretted what they had done, vet at times they had
been lonely, and they longed for church privileges
ond fellowship . Were they to be disappointed, and if
so, how much longer might they have to walt?

They were near the villoge now, and a turn in the
road scon disclosed it. Quiet, unassuming, with noth-
ing to especially distinguish it from other villages of
its size, could it be that in this place God had «
prophet and a psople? and yet why should this seem
so strange? A prophet was but as any other man unto
whom God made known His will, and the Jews had
never bsen wont to treat them with any great respect
while they were alive, though as soon as they had
killed them, they would garnish their sepulchers and
show great respect to their bones.

But these people were not Jews, and such a thing
as a prophet among the Gentiles had never been heard
of. Once it had crossed the mind of Mrs. Clark to
wonder if her husband could possibly have been de-
ceived, but the time had come to test this.

The village was built upon the hill overlocking the
little river Chaarin, which wound its quist way along
like o thread of silver between its verdant banks.
Driving along the principal street, Mr. Clark stopped
in front of the tavern, and assisting his wife out, he
gave his team in charge of the hostler, while they
went within to seek o few moments of rest and re-
reshment, before searching further for the object of
their visit. Leaving his wife in the sittingroom, Mr.
Clark joined a number of men,who were in the main
rcom, in order to make inquiries, and found to his
satisfaction that he had not been misinformed, but
that there was o large number of people here called
“Mormons', and they did believe “Joe Smith” to be o
prophet.

Mr. Clork was scrutinized closely by these men,
but they were too polite to ask his business with this
people, and thanking them for their information, he
rejoined his wife. After partaking of an early supper,
they left the tavern and proceeded towards the house
which had been pointed out to them as the one in
which Mr. Smith lived. As they came near enough o
chsarve what was taking place around i, they saw
many groups scattered here ond there under the
chade of trees, while teams and horses hitched outside
the vord indicated that mony others, like themselves,
were in quest of information. The building was o
plain wooden one, and upon rapping at the door they
were admitted by on elderly mon whose hair was
sprinkled with gray, but whose mild, dork eves
beamed with intelligence ond kindness. Perceiving
them to be strangers, after the customary salutation
he invited them to walk in.

"Is vour name Smith?” said Mr. Clark,

“Tt is, Joseph Smith,” was the answer.

"My name is Clark, and this is my wife. We have
come from Pennsylvania purposely to see you.”

"Perhaps you mean my son, whose name also is
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Joseph. He is not ot home now, but is in New York
on business, and will not be back for some two or
three weeks.”

"I am sorry to learn this, as [ can not remain from
home so long, and am very cnxicus io see him.”

"It is possible that if I knew vour business [ might
be of service to you.”

"My business has reference entirely io things of
religion., I have heard that vour son claims io be a
prophet, and is propagating o new foith. Is it cor-
rect?”

"It is correct that he claims to be o prophet, but as
o propagating a new faith, that is a mistake, for the
doctrine he preaches is very old.”

"Does he not claim to have found and iranslated
a new Bible?”

“No, not a Bible, but simply o record of the pecople
who once inhabitated this continent. This record con-
tains the history of the prophets and kings who lived
among them, ond also tells of the visit of Christ to this
continent, after His crucifixion ot Jerusalem. It is
called the Book of Mormon, and we hold it sacred.”

"Do you believe the Bible?”

"Certainly we do, which is more than other Chris-
ticns con honestly claim, and the Book of Mormon
is a strong testimony to the Bible.”

"What do you mean by saying, "This is more than
other Christians can honestly claim?” All Christians
believe the Bible.”

"That depends upon how you present it to them,”
said Mr. Smith, with a quiet smile. "If it is closed they
believe it, but if it is open, they not only repudiate i,
but cry delusion, imposture, and vet harder names,
of those who do believe it.”

"l am not sure that I understond vou,” said Mr.
Clark, not feeling willing to rencunce all his old faith
and belief in the church of which he had for vears
been a member, and which of course was included in
the term of Christions. For a moment he suffered a
spirit of antagonism to master him, forgetting what
the veice had told him, and the declarction that in-
stead of preaching his gospel, they were teaching the
commandments of men. This, however, lasted but a
moment, and he was ready o receive any message
which might come to him from God.

"May I ask,” said Mr. Smith, continuing the con-
versation, " you are a church member?”

"l am not now, but have been o Methodist from
my childhood until a few vears since.”

"Very good; did vou ever hear them explain the
last chapter of Mark, where Christ gave commissions
to His disciples and sent them out to preach?’ and
opening the Bible he read:

"And he said unto them, Go ve into dll the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature. He that
believeth ond is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall
follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast
out devils; they shall speck with new iongues; they
shall ioke up serpents, and if they drink any deadly

thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on
the sick, and they shall recover. So then, after the
Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And they
went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord work-
ing with them and confiiming the word with signs fol-
lowing., Amen. —Mark 26:15-20.

Mr. Clark remembered that upon more than one
cecasion when he had asked to have these same pas-
sages explained to him, he had been told that such
things were not needed now and were therefore done
away, and he answered accordingly.

{To be continued)

I had written Elder James M. Case during the after-
noon, asking him to make known to the missionary in
charge of the Southern States, my knowledge of six
years standing, of a family in Magnolia, N. C., who
are waiting to hear the Gospel. In the evening, feel-
ing impressed to write, the following poem was writ-
ten.

Into the light of my purpose in truth

I have gathered tc me, aged and youth;

My purpose thou knowest . . . gather in one,
Those who are obedient unto my Son . . .
And, never have I let one call in vain

For their redemption, from sin's dark stain;

And therefcre, not these, shall be now unheard
By Him is their fcith and their hope, the Lord;
Although to their call none gave their response
Of those who sought not many soul's defense,
My servonts will hear and answer thy plea,
Threough them thou hast brought, for them, to me;

I will give answer to them who long have known
My dectrine, which unto them thou hast shown:
Thy pravers, long ascending before my face,
Thus, | will acknowledge borne up by grace,

And by my Wiiness of truth, there, will go

One reaping my Vineyard where others sow:

‘Twas not {or the {aithless to labor for me

In the londs where thy loved friends now be,

And vet, though long waiting, my servant’s voice
Shall be to them, a glad call to rejoice;

For I have seen virtue in thy appedal,

And my promise here given, I will seal:

By my Spirit I've given that thou write

These words of truth, shall increcse their delight,
For, by gifts and blessings from Heaven flown,
Among these my people shall then be known;
With gladness, their voices shall then arise

To praise their Redeemer unto the skies;

Truth’'s flaming there shall set a torch alight

To shine over them,—and intc the night

Of many of them,—by faith and works

Equal unto it, though the earth shakes,

Firmly and steadiast, these, mine, shall remain
E'en though yon mouniains are leveled—a plain.

HERVEY A. SCCTT

Western Slope Reunion where the Silver Colorado
wends its way, June 9, 9, 10.
Orchard Mase, T. R. Elv, Grand Junction, Colorado.
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