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Sanctuary

I like to go into a place
When only God is there,
And fall upon my knees to Him,

And bow my head in prayer.

No doubt or fear can touch me then;
My spirit is at rest,
For I cza in my Father's house,

A loved and sheltered guest.

And when I must go forth again
‘Where men, indifferent, plod,
I am the better for the time

That I have spent with God.

BY ALICE COWLES MORRIS
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EDITORIAL

THE WAY OF THE CROSS
We often sing a hymn which contains these words:

i must needs go home by the way of the cross.
There’s no other way but this.”

Truer words were never spoken, but our experi-
ence has revealed o great deal of misconception
among professed believers of the way.

In this season which men have appointed as a time
for special consideration of the meaoning of the cruci-
fixion of Christ, ond of His subsequent ascension into
heaven, it will not be out of place for us all to seek
understonding of the subject. However, our thoughts
should frequently be turned in this direction, in grati-
tude for the great demonstration of love that was so
memifested not just for one season of the year.

Now the scripture is quite clear as pertaining to
the meaning of the cross cnd the application of the
blood of Christ, but many have erred through the pre-
cepts of men.

This writer is a firm believer in the thought that the
Gospel is simple and easy that a child may under-
stond and believe (IF HE WILL), but some words of
the scripture are interpreted to prove (?) salvation
entirely too easily obtained. In fact, there is nothing
to it (except belief)—Jesus did it alll

In o certain sense, this is frue, and we fervently
affirm that were it not for that great and perfect sacri-
fice, it would have been utterly impossible for mon to
once more come into the presence of his Moker. But
we should be ever walichful of the possibility of half
truths, which in the final analysis, are ot the instigo-
tion of the father of lies, the adversary of cur souls.

Let us quote a root text used frequently by the
"Grace” preachers.

"For by grace are ve saved through foith; and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest
any man should boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”—
Eph. 2:8-10.

Yes, we agree with this statement, but what does

it mean? Saved through Grace? Surely, but it is ex-

plained by the words, “through faith”. What is faith?
Why, it is belief. All right, what is belief? Well, if
person believes in Christ, he will confess Him befors
men.

“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will.] confess also before my Father which is in
heaven.—Matt. 10:32.

let us pursue the thought further. What is it to
confess Him? Will we limit it to the spoken word of
acknowledgment? Corefull That is insufficient. Lis-
ten:

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven. Mony will
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not proph-
ecied in thy name? and in thy nome have cast out
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will'] profess unto them, I never knew you
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(the Inspired correction of the Bible renders it: "ye
never knew me". W.A.S.): depart from me, ye that
work iniguity.—Matt. 7:21-23.

I Jesus had preached {confessed) the name of His
heavenly Father unto men, and not yielded obedience
to the commandments of the Father, could He have
been acceptable to the Father? Certainly not.  Thus it
was that He submitted himself to John the Boptist for
baptism, saying: “for thus it becometh us to fulfill all
rightecusness.” Coming forth from the water, the Holy
Ghost rested upon Him, and a voice from heaven said,
“This, is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
—Matt, 3:16-17.

Jesus gave the some commandment to men, saying:

"Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."—Jchn 3:5.

Could it be plainer then this? And vet men will
shrug it off as being of little consequence.

This, with all His teachings, also constitutes “con-
fession”’ of Jesus Christ, and as a result, constitutes a
proper application of the blood of Christ which was
spilled for men on the tree at Calvary.

, Going back to our text on “salvation” through
grace”’, we may hear the loud protest that it says,
also:

"It is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man
should boast.” We were carried "unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we should walk
in them.”

Of course it is the gift of God that the meons of sal-
vation, which is through His Son, which is His sacri-
fice on the cross AND ocur obedience to His word—it
is « gift that these provisions are made for us. Where-
in should we boast?

Ah, but we are ordained to walk in good works!
Here looms the bug-a-boo of predestination. But is it
such? Not when properly understood.

, Suppose we lock at it from a standpeint of plain
ogic.

Having been ordained to do that which is good, our
lives are perfect, will be so, and ever have been per-
fect! Foolish, is it not? There would be no need,
whatsoever, of Christ, as far as we were concerned.

That is not the light in which we must understend
the thought. Heor this: “For whom he did foreknow,
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstbom among many
brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them
he alsc called: and whom he called, them he also
justified: ond whom he justified, them he also glori-
fied.”"—Romans 8:29-30.

God has known from the foundation of the world
who would receive His Spirit which would lead them
to obey Him, by which they would be justified through
Christ. It was His everlasting decree, or He ordained,
that they must do good works to aftain salvation, and
He knew they would.

Now He knew, too, that they would have o leam

obedience. The first part of the second chopter of
Ephesians shows clecarly that'those who would receive
Him were numbered among the children of disobedi-
ence, at least to some extent, but in answering His call,
would be made to sit in heavenly places with Christ
Jesus. Paul goes on to speak of it in this way:

“That ot that Hme ye were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strongers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world: but now in Christ Jesus ye
who sometimes were for off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ.”—FEph. 2:12-13.

Paul further illuminates our understemding in Col
1:21-23:

“And you, that were sometime alienated and ene-
mies in yvour mind by wicked works, yet now hath he
reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, ic
present you holy and unblameable and unreprovecble
in his sight: if ye continue in the faith grounded oamnd
settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the
gospel, which ve have heard, and which was
preached to every creature which is under hecaven;
whereof 1 Paul am made a minister.”

There is one other thought that must be noticed to
really understand what is meant by the “"way of the
Cross”.

Jesus scid: “Whosoever will not take up his cross
M ¥ i
and follow me, is not werthy of me™.

This mecans o deny ourselves of worldly ambitiqn
and desire, being willing to endure all things for His
sake.

While many good things follow those who believe,
as Jesus promised, yet this also is a sign following the
believer: he will be hated and persecuted for the Mas-
ter's sake.

But, “look up’ cnd be “lifted up”, and, "Fear not,
Little flock: for it is vour Fother's good pleasure 1o
give you the kingdom".

"It is sweet to know', the way of the cross DOES
lead home.

WILLIAM A. SHELDON

CORRECTION
It {2 o credit to the aleriness of several of our Advo-

cote readers that an omission in the Church Directory
was so readily noticed and quickly reported. The
name of Apostle Thomas E. Barton of Hayden, Colo-
rado was left off the list of Apostles on page 21 of the
Advocate for February, 1951. This omission was on
unintentional oversight.

To Bro. Barton, the quickness with which the ab-
sence of his name was noticed should testify that “out
of sight”” is not necessarily “out of mind”. And these
some people and many more are looking forward o
the time when Bro. Tom's circumsiances will allow him
to be with us here cgain.

Yours in the service of Christ,
FOREST E. MALEY
Seneral Church Secretary
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MY TESTIMONY

Sedona, Arizona
February 8, 1951

Dear Brother Sheldon:

About two weeks ago I received o letter from my
sister, Meredyth Malone, in Littleton, Colorado. The
letter gave us the sad news that her young son, Jimmy,
vwas very ill. The doctor who examined him stated
that he seemed fo have o case of rheumatic fever, and
would probably be bedfast for at least o year, and pos-
sibly have a weakened heart all his life. She iold us
that he was to stay in bed for a week, and then the
doctor in aftendance would examine him again. She
requested that my mother, Ruth Willard, ond I offer
cur prayers for his recovery. That same evening, Mo-
ther, my son Donny, and I held our evening prayers
iogether. We prayed earnestly for his recovery and
for fcith to believe that he would be healed. Before
my prayer was {inished, I felt o sudden desire to
iop cnd wadl for—something—I knew not what., As
waited, a strong feeling of reassurance came to me;
real as a hand on my shoulder. I felt o surge of
gepiness, ond I knew instantly that immv would be
w right.

e BN}
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Mother called her sister, Evalena Campbell, in
Phoenix, and requested that the church group ihem
join us in Drcxqu for immy’s healing. They iold us
lester {hai ey did so and that they, too, felt o sense of
TeOSSUranCes,

On the second evening after receiving the bad
news, Mother, Donny and I held our evening prayers
together again.  This time Donny iold us that he
wanted to give a prayer for Jimmy, ond then he said
he seemed 1o see o picture in his mind. The image
was of the Malone family and Jimmy ploving some
strenucus game together. He said that ho believed
nmy would get well. [ replied: "I think so.” His an-
swer to that was, "1 don't think so, I know s0.”

When Immy was taken to the doctor a week after
the fHrst examination, he was pronounced completely
well. There was no sion of the sickness, and he is back
in school now. To all of us here, and to the group ot
Phoenix, this is on instance of divine healing in onswer
o1 er, and in response to fcdth, It is one more in-
stancs omong many, that strengthens our faith and
brings us comiort and joy.

DONNA MOSER

LETTERS

Axvca, Missourd
Februory 13, 1951

Dear Saints:

1 wigh o toke this means of thonking my good
brothers and sisters and friends who were so kind to
s=nd me the many cards and letters of encouragement
during my late illness. They were truly a source of
interest cmd pleasure to me; also I would thank those
who remembered me in praver before the throne of
Grace. Truly I needed those prayvers, and but for the
. loving kindness of our Heavenly Fother,.we would not

be here today to send these greetings.

-

I am now well on the way fo recovery, and am
quite sure I shall be able to meet vou at the coming
conference. We still need vour prayers in our behali,
as we are quite weak and are desircus to again take
up our work in the field.

Now let me suggest that you remember the coming
conference. Let us «ll lift up our prayers in unison
that God will favor us this year, directing and control-
ling, to the end that we shall be able to go forward
as never before in the building up of His Kingdom.

Sincerely,
ARTHUR M. SMITH

My Beloved Brothers:

I have received your wonderful paper for several
months, now, and wish to thank you for vour great
kindness. It is with pride and great joy I read of your
tine work for Christ, or Po-sc-yeme, among my people,
but it is also with sorrow in my heart, for you believe
the Temple will be built in Independence {os it will be),
but believe only you know it will be built. QOur race
has known this fact for thousonds of vears, else why
the pile of stones?

I have had many of our race’s old men ic come to
me and say: "Brother, why do these our beloved Broth-
ers, not know us, for they have the story. Did not the
Great Spirit give them the connection between our
people and theirs?”

You, my brothers, have the only blessing that will
link the Indion ond the non-Indiom iogether, into one
body. You were told through Joseph Smith that the
Book of Mormon was not the whole story, but that the
tull story was to come to you ot o later date. Yet when
our people pick our Priesthood to come o you, in
each case you have rejected our story except as our
story proves your belief of the Book of Mormon; vyet
you reject thot part of cur story that does not agree
with the Books of the Bible. However, didn't vou learn
through Joseph Smith that the Bible had been changed,
by the Church of Lies?

Let us speak of known truths of today. Are not you
and the Book of Mormon, both, judged by so-called
Christians, by Bible history and found ot odds by
them? Yet, do vou not also judge us bv the Bible
and be at odds with us? Each of vou well know how
on Indion picks up the Bible and is very happy with
it for a time, then rejecis it and reverts back io his old
faith.

I have been cursed at by non-Indian preachers and
called a devil worshiper.

My brothers, you have the tie that binds us.

Are not our people cutting the stones? Have we not
set aside the location? Con yvou honesily sav io your
soul: it is not so; we and the Indians will never build
the temple iogsther?

The white mon came by God's will io destroy cur
nations, because of our human sacrifices, ond in the
doing, fulfilled. the Low of God. We .know this.

S T A A SN S P R i
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However, because a part of our blood was of the
House of the Israelites, that some of the white people,
through the Bock of Mormon, could share in the re-
building of Christ's church in America, and in the
fruits of this Land of Cooma's inheritance, while the
rest of the world must be judged out of the Book of Life
as God kept the Bocok, not as men has kept it.

God is a just God {o all men, not « few. He pays
all the same coin; each by his works. Fach of you
have cncestors who took port in some of the Indion
Wars, without o doubt; yet when didn't have the Book
of Mormon, now with vou of today, all come seeking
our brotherhood, which we want you to have, but we
can never arrive at this wonderful goal until you stop
judging us by the Bible, and understond us by the
mecans of the Book of Mormon and the Command-
ments 1o you received from God. Your own people left
the land of our inheritnce by God's will and came
into partnership with us by vour part in the restora-
tion, and of ¢ll the non-Indians, vou are interested and
loved cs an Indion by our whole race.

All our council of chiefs wish vou to do is to think
of the evidence before vou itoday. Without o doubt,
you people are the best educated people in the whole
world on Indian culture, but never be misled, the an-
cestral blood of the Indians (Cooma) came from Cooma-
Tula now under the middle Atlantic ond the Carib-
bean Sea. This has been called Atlantis, and many
other names, and was o common homelond of the an-
cestors of the Egyptians, Israelites, and Coomo (In-
dians). This land sank ond was flooded by the great
ice-cap when it melied.

The time it took for men to spread over the face of
the earth from there, and build great civilizations,
took far more thousands of vears than Bible students
understand. We Indicns knew these facts.

We also know the white man is learning, through
his studies, fucts of time we have known for years.
We also can see the white churches falling apart, and
the sins of their people growing, as they lose f{aith
in their churches, when the truth before their eves,
and their church, don't agree.

O, my brothers, cannot you see: open your eyes;
open your hearts, You have God's blessing. Do not
lose it. If you will see, I know vour church will be
filed to overflowing by vour Indian brothers. We
want 1o be a part of your church. We want to {dllow,
with you, the Light, the Truth, our Christ, Po-so-yveme,
KulKulCan.

Your brother in peace and the love of Christ,

HOWARD L. LaHURREAU

INDEPENDENCE NEWS

February 4th, the Sacrament Service was in charge
of Bro. 1. M, Case assisted by Bro. N. F. Denhom.
Bro. Leslie Case ond Bro. Dick Wheaton, Priests
served the Scocrament. Requests for provers for the
following persons were made: A son of Bro. Marvin
Olson; Bro. Chas. Beed; Sr. Carlson of Rockiord, TL;
Sr. Syvla Bressie Budd; Sr. Russell ond the son of

Bro. and Sr. Ray Bryant, who is in service in Korea.

Bro. and Sr. Ray Bryant of Cowgill, Missouri, were
visitors with us for the Sacrament service. We enjoy
having them and look forward to their monthly visits,

Bro. and Sr. B. C. Flint had as visitors in their home
a granddoughter and her family, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer
Taylor and two little girls.

Bro. Dick Wheaton is cgain residing in Indepen-
dence and we are happy ito hove his help in the
church services. His twin doughters ore enrolled in
Beginner's Class of cur Sunday School.

February 11th, Apocstle Wm. F. Anderson was the
speaker at the 11 o'clock hour. He spoke from a chart
showing the "Broad Way” and the "Narrow Way.” He
gave scripture concerning the subject; also read for us
the 4th chapter of Ephesians. Read it. This sermon
opened o series of mestings to continue ten days with
preaching sach evening.

February 25th, Apostle Wm. A. Sheldon was the
specker at the morning hour. His subject was :
ecy’.  Bro. Sheldon pointed out scripture
shows how to know the spirit, if it be of God. Duet.
18:21-22. He iold us prophecy is plain according !
the spirit of God. If we do not undersiand, it is
cause we do not have the spirit of prophecy.

February 27 we held ocur Sunday School semi-an-
rnual business meeting. Officers elected were as iol-
lows: Supt. Bro. Leslie Case; Ass't. Supt. Darrol Yates;
Secrstary, Bro. Jimmie Hedrick; Ass't. Sect'y., Sr. Joyee
Sprague; Treasurer, Bro. Edward Wheaton; Planist,
Sr. Caroline Bell; Chorister, Sr. Doris Hedrick.

United Workers Women's Auxiliary elected the |

Ass't. Chairman, Sr. Irene Maley; Secretary, Sr. Maud
Wagaman; Treasurer, Sr. Willle Yates.

Bro. ]. M. Case was taken to the Divine Brother's
Clinic in Kansas City, Missouri, February 16 for obser-
vation and it was discovered he had appendicitis so
he was operated on at once with very good success.
He was removed home February 28th and is doing
fine.

Ferbuary 18th, Bro. and Sr. Forest Maley Q_nd chil-
dren and Sr. Willie Yates drove to Manhatian, Kansas,
to visit a sister of Sr. Yates.

Bro. and Sr. Willord of Sedona, Arizona, were visi-
tors in Independence, February 18 ond atfended Sun-
day School and vpreaching services with us.

e

Sr. Ethel Holcomb is oble to attend services and
mests with the United Workers often.

Bro. and Sr. ¥. 1. Smith had o special birthday
supper for the family February 15 in honor of their
son, Alexander.

Bro. ond Sr. Denver Chopman drove to
Missouri, February 25th and held services
members there.

MIRIAM MASON, Reporter
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ORIGINAL ARTICLES

e solicil articles for this department written in an af firmaiive manner,

An affirmative article is one in which o premise is

established. and evidences presented to support that premise. In all controversial articles, coniributors will be required to observe the
rules of decorum esiutiished by parliamentary rules governing deliberative assemblies,

THE NAME ABOVE EVERY NAME
(By Leon A. Gould)

“Wherelore God alse hath highly exalied him, and
given him o name which is above every name; that af
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, ond things under the
aarth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.'-—Philip-
pilons 2:8-11.

This ig further emphasized by Paul in writing to the
Ephesiang, when he prayved that God, "the Father of
glory” miy

1

ht open the eves of thelr understanding,
that they might know "the exceeding greainess of his
power.”

"Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him
from the dead, and set him ot his own right hand in
the heavenly places, far above dll principality, and
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that
is nomed, not only in this world, but also in that which
is to come.”"—Ephesions 1:20-21.

Christ is entitled to this name which is above all
other names, because God, the Father of Glory, gave it
to him. He did not assume it himself. And in the
same chapter where we find our text above, we also
find the following:

"Let this mind be in vou, which was olsc in Christ
Jesus; who, being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God.”—Philippians 2:5-8.

The nature of the "form” that Jesus had is made
even more explicit by Paul's writing to the Hebrews:

"God, who ot sundry times and in divers momners
spake in fimes past unio the {athers by the prophets,
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hoth appointed heir of all things, by whom
also he made the worlds; who being in the brightness
of his glory, and the express image of his person, ond
upholding ol things by the word of his power, when
he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the
right homd of the Majesty on high.”—Heb. 1:1.2.

In the light of these scriptures we are enabled io
understond that Jesus being in the form of God, ond
in the express image of his person, ond being made
equal with him, there is no name that com be applied
to Deity in this world, nor in the world to come, but
that is applicable to Jesus Christ. In other words,
there is no name that con be applied to Him with
whom Christ is equal, that may not alse be applied
to Christ. And hence it would be o mistoke to draw
o dividing line and say that these names may be op-
plied only to His Father, and those to the Son.

If the pussages of scripture dlready quoted have
any virtue at all, they prove this: That there are two
identities, two personalities. For « personality could
not be made equal with a non-dentity; nor could en

identity have the form of o non-dentity; or be in the
express image of that non-identity; nor could a non-
identity give to an identify o name, nor power, nor
might, nor dominion far above all other principalities,
or powers or dominions. Neither could a non-identity
cause that an identity should sit ot its right hond.

These two persondlities are identified for us in
these scriptures as "God the Father”, God "the Father
of Glory”, on the one hand, ond His Son, Christ Jesus
on the other hand, whom God had exalited chove dll
things both in heaven, and in eorth, and under the
earth, and given o name above every name, and who

was in the form of his Father, ond the express image
of His Father.

These separate identities and personcaliies are
maintained throughout oll scripture, and there can be
no confusion in the minds of those who are capable of
evaluating scripture, letting each passage have s
proper bearing upon oll other passages of scripture.

It is childish io say that there are just so many
passages that prove one theory, and an equal number
that prove -an opposite theory. All scripture is one,
and can prove but one theory.

It is the rending of scripture that couses the con-
fused mind to imagine that two opposing theories are
each supported by an equal number of scripture quo-
tations, whether that rending is done by the tremslo-
tor, the preacher, or the student trying to moke the
scripture meom what he thinks it should meom,

Christ was in the bosom of the Father from the be-
ginning; but they were two separate identities; even
as Lazarus was in the bosom of Abraham (See Luke
16:23) in paradise; but they were both separcte iden-
ties,

Through grace Christ became the Only Regotien
Son; but God remained his Father, and they were still,
as at the beginning, separate identities, and clways
have been ond always will be.

Christ was in the form of God, the very express im-
age of His Father, and was made equal with His Fath-
er. And having been made equal with His Father, He,
too, became God, the Father, Creator of Haaven ond
earth. But God was still His Father, and they were
still separate identities.

Being eternal, Christ was, tco, the very eternal Foo
ther of heaven and earth; but His Father wos still His
Father, and they were still separate identities.

Christ "was in the beginning with God”; but God
was His Father.

“All things were made by Him”, but God was still
His Father. g

‘And without Him was not anything made that was
made’; but God was still His Father.

|
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"He came unto his own'”, whom he had created,
"and his own received him not.” But God was still
His Father,

As creator of this world, equal with and in associa-
tion with His Father, He is entitled to be called "Cur
Lord God”, “Father of heaven and earth”, "The Eternal
God”, "The Omnipotent Cne”. "Jesus, the very Christ,
and the very God”. And vyet, His Father was always
His Father, ico; and they continued io be separcte
identitiss.

Christ never lost His Father by looking like Him,
nor by becoming equal with him, nor by blending His
will with His Father's will, neither before nor ofter His
resurrection.

Nor by becoming Creator, with His Father, of oll
things, the Father of heaven ond earth, in whom was
the gespel and the gospel was the light, ond the light
was the life of men, did he in any way usurp His
Father's power, honor and glory. For it is impossible
to usurp the power or authority of one with whom vou
are egual,

And whether in mortal flesh, or in the resurrected
body, Christ always prayved to His Father in heoven.
He and His Father were two separate personalitiss,
with two separate wills, as note the following:

"O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.”
—Matt, 26:39.

"For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quick-
eneth them: even so the Son quickeneth whom he
will"—.John 5:21.

“Father, | will that they also, whom thou hast given
me, be with me where [ am.”-—John 17:24.

"My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. I
any man will do his will; he shall know the doctrine,
whether it be of God, or whether T speak of myself."—
John 7:16-17.

"It is not the will of your Father which is in heaven,
that one of these little ones should perish.”—Matt.
18:14,

"My meat is to do the will of him who sent me, and
to finish his work.”—John 4:34.

"1 seek not mine own will, but the will of the Foth-
er who hath sent me.”-—John 5:30.

“And this is the Father's will which hath sent me
... And this is the will of him that sent me.—John
6:39-40.

"For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same
is my brother and my sister, and mother."—Mark 3:35.

"For I came down from heaven, not o do mine own
will, but the will of him thot sent me-~—John 6:38.

The Father and the Son each had a will of his
own; but there wos o perfect blending of their iwo
wills.

"Thinkest thou that I comnot now pray to my Father,
and he shall presently give me more thon twelve

legions of angels? But how then shall the scriptures
be fulfilled, that thus it must be” ?—-Matt, 26:53-54.

Still two identities whose wills blended as one.

“Father into thy honds I commend my spirit—Luke
23:46. Two identities; one placing His spirit in the care
of the other.

“I have finished the work which thou gavest me to
de."—John 17:4.

Two personalities, one giving work to be done, the
cther doing the work.

“And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thins
own sell with the glory which I had with thee befoie
the world was.—John 17:5.

Two identities, both partaking of glory with each
other before the world was; and now, just before his
departure, Jesus was merely asking that he be permil-
ted again to enjoy this same glory with His Father.

"Jesus saith unio her, Touch me not: for I am not
vet ascended lo my Father; but go o my brethren,
and say unto them, T ascend unto my Father, and your
Father; and o my God and yvour God.”—John 20:17.

His Father was in heaven, but while Christ's body
was in the tomb his spirit was in paradise, the place
of rest for the rightecus betwesn death and the resur-
rection. He had not vet seen His Father ond His God
since his resurrection, but he was going io see Him.
Two separate identities still, after His resurrection, one
here, cne in heaven; but the one Lore was going 1o
cscend to the one in heaven.

King Benjamin tells us plainly who the "God hirm-
self” is that should come down cmong the children
of men:

"For we believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
who created heoven and earth, and all things, who
shall come down among the children of men.—
Mosiah 2:4.

He is the "God himself’ who came down cmong
the children of men; but His Father was still in heaven.

May we quote from our text right hers:

given him o name which is above every name; thot
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, ond ithings under the
earth.”

Righteous men have sought to express {
and the majesty and the magnitude of 1§
which is cbove every name. In irving fo o
their love and veneration for him, they have
Him:

The Lilv of the Valley; The Bright and Moming
Star; The Morning Star; The Star of Bethlehem; The
Star of the East; The Root and Off-spring of Jesse; t
Lion of the Tribe of Judah; The Bock of Ages; Wondsr-
tul, Counsellor; The Mighty God; The Prince of Peac
The God of Jacob; The God of Israsl; The Omnipote
God; The Very Eternal Father of Heaven and Earth;
The King of kings and tHe Lord of lords; The Holy One
of Israel; The Eiernal God; Alpha and Omego; Our
Lord Jesus Christ: Immanuel; The Messich; The God
of the Land; T Am That | Am; The Son of God; The
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Lamb of God; The Son of the Eternal Father; Holy One
of Jacob; The Rock; Heavenly King; Creator of All
Things; Lord God Omnipotent; God and Father of «ll
Things; God Himself; Christ the Lord; My Lord My
God; The God of the Whols Earth; The Father omd the
son; A God of Truth; Christ yvour Redeemer, vour Lord,
and your God; Emmanuel; The Stone of Israel; A
Tried Stone; A Precious Corner Stone; and other ex-
pressions. And if there are any greater names on
earth or in heaven, they aoply to Him, and belong to
Him, for His Father has exalted Him to that high plane.

He is all of these; but He is not His Father. His
father is o separate identity.

There is no confradiction in scripture relative to this
matter, either in Bible, Boof of Mormon, or Book of
Commondments. The confradiction is only in the
minds of those who would confuse and mislead, and
pervert the way ol iruth,

Christ did not come of himself; His Father sent

Him:

"l am not come of myself, but he thai sent me is
true; whom ve know not. But I know him: for I am
from him, and he hath sent me.”—John 7:28-29.

"1 do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath
torught me, T speak these things.”-—John 8:28.

"l proceeded forth cnd came from God; neither
came | of myself, but he sent me.”—Verse 42.

“For I have not spcken of myself; but the Father
which sent me, He gave me o comm(mdment, whart
I should say, and what I should speak. And I know
that his commandment is life everlasting; whatscever
I speck D&refore, even ag the Fother sald unto me, so
I speak.”"—John 12:49-50.

“1f ve loved me, ye would rejoice, because [ said,
I go unto the Father; for my Father is greater thon 1. —
Tohn 14:28.

T

Later he was maode equal with his Father, and said
o His disciples, "All power is given unto me in heaven
cnd in eorth.”—Matt, 28:17.

“And 1 tell you these things, that ve may know
that T love the Father; and s the Father gave me
commaondment, even so I do.—John 14:31.—1.T,

In the foregoing is set forth the two identities, ond
thelr harmony in thought and action. No one could
conceive thoat Christ being made equal with His Fo-
ther would rob His Father of any power, honor, or
glory-—when it was His Fother who exalted Him, and
made Him equal with Himself--only those who see
power, g glory, and might in single-honded dictatorship
alone rather thon in unity and co-operation.

Nearly six hundred years before Christ came in the
lesh, Nephi testifies that he heard the voice of the
ther, and then he heard the voice of the Son—two
separaie identities specking to him on that occasion:

“And the Father said, Be*ent, repent ve, and be
baptized in the name of my beloved Son.”

"And also, the voice of the Son came unto me, say-

ing, He that is baptized in my name, to Him will the

Father give the Holy Ghost, like unto me.”

Again: "Thus came the voice of the Son unto me,
saying, After ve have repented of vour sins, and wit
nessed unto the Father that ve are willing to keep my
commandments by baptism in waoter, cnd have re-
ceived the baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost,
and can speak with o new tfongue, even with the
tongue of angels, and ofter this, should deny me, it
would have been betier for vou, that ve had not known

24

me.

“"And I heard a voice from the Father, saying, Yeq,
the words of my beloved, are true and faithful. He that
endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.'—
II Nephi 13:14, 15, 18, 19, 20.

Nephi heard the voice of the two identities, alier-
nately and repeatedly. There is nothing in oll scrip-
ture to indicate that they were ever other than iwo
identities in the beginning, or would ever become other
than two identities.

The completion of Christ's mission of redemption is
stated by Paul, thus:

“For as in Adam doll die, even so in Christ shall all
be made dlive. But every man in his own order; Christ
the first fruits; afterwards they that are Christ's at his
coming. Afterward cometh the end, when he shall
have delivered up the kingdom ic God, even the Fo-
ther; when he shall have put down oll rule, and all
authority and power, For he must reign #ill he hath put
all enemies under his feet. The last enemy, death,
shall be destroyed. For he saith, When it ‘s manifest
that he hath put all things under his {eet, and that oll
things are put under, he is excepted of the Father who
did put «dl things under him. And when all things
shall be subdued unto him, then shaoll the Son also
himself be subject unto him that put oll things under
him, that God may be all in oll.”--] Cor. 15:22-28, 1. T.

Two identities still—one becoming subject io the
cther. Still the Father and the Son as ot the beginning.
Their relationship has never changed.

It is true, then, as John said: "There are three that
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Ghost; and these three are one.”-—-I John 5:7.

Nephi bore record of that fact when, nearly six
hundred vears before Christ, he heord the voice of
the Father bearing wiilness of the Son, cnd the voice
of the Son bearing wilness of the Father and of the
Holy Ghost. Nephi had already borne testimony of
the Holy Ghost, when he testified that he had talked
to the Holy Spirit face to face:

"For 1 spake unto him as o mon speaketh; for |
beheld that he was in the form of ¢ man; vet, never-
theless, I knew that it was the Spirit of the Lord; emd he
spoke unto me as o mon speaketh with onother.” —
I Nephi 3:50.

"God in Three Persons,
Blessed Trinity.”

The Scriptures are conclusive. There ore three
persons in the Godhead. All opposition to that iruth
is inspired by him who was a liar from the beginning,

e we
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who sought to take away the freedam and free agency
of all mankind, and who sought to take away God's
power and glory and set himself up as the Supreme
Dictator of the Universe. And it is he who has {athered
oand inspired the dictatorships of the world from the
beginning, whether Religicus, Political, or Commercial.
Listen to this chorarization of him by Isaigh:

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son
of the morning! How art thou cut down to the ground,
which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said
in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, T will exalt
my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon
the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds: 1 will
be like the most HIGH.” —Isaich 14:12-14.

In this scripture we have revealed to us, in all of
its stark nakedness, the genesis, the motivation, and
the objective of « One Person Dictatorship which is
opposed to all Righteousness and Truth.

JESUS IS COMING SOON

Some time ago, while traveling in western Nebras-
ka, we came to a sharp turn in the highway, and there,
so placed that oll who came down that highway,
could not fail to see, was a large billboard with the
following words painted in such o way ihat, whether
it be day cr night, ene could not fail o see and read
them: "Jesus Is Coming Soon”. Tust four short words;
nothing fo indicate who had placed this startling an-
nouncement In so prominent a place; or whether it
be intended as o warning to the sinful, the careless or
indifferent, or whether it had been intended as cn ad-
vertisement, to advertise the greatest event this world
shall ever experience, and the one for which ol the
Christian world is proying ond locking forward to in
this hour of turmoil ond strife. Whatever may have
been the object of those who were responsible for this
sign or billboard being placed in its prominent posi-
tion, it lelt a deep impression on the mind of the rav-
sler who passed that way.

Long diter we had passed, the memory of those
startling words still lingered in my mind, causing me ‘o
meditate and to think deeply of the thought of the pos-
sibility that Jesus was coming soon. What had made
them place such an announcement out on the high-
way, save it be a strong conviction that it was irue,
and the desire to warn the people of the coming great
event; and, what evidence could thevy find in the events
of the day to warrant them in making such a startling
statement? [t has long been the slogan of the Chris-
tian that “Jesus Is Coming”, but when we place the
word soon fo this time worn statement of His coming,
then we open the way for more than one vital question.

What evidence do we find in this decaving civilize-
tion of the present day, this war-mad age of mankind,
in which barbarism and cruelty cnd evil of every sort
and kind seem to be the ruling elements that dominate
the nations of the world? Well as General MacArthur
said: "The big problem of the world is not an econom-
ical or politcal problem but rather a spiritual omd moral
problem”. Do we find any evidence in this turmoil
cnd strife that would give to the frusting soul, who is

building his faith on the written word, any comfort in
the gathering clouds of trouble that have been stead-

ily gathering around us, especially since the last
world war?

If, in our examination of the events of the day and
the coreful study of the scriptural evidence pertaining
to the coming of Christ, we can find some proof that He
is coming soon, will it bring to us gladness or will
it fill us with fsar? Shall such an event find us ready
or will it find us with “no oil in our lamps” when the
Bride-groom comes?

One of the first things that comes ic our minds
when we study this question is the statement of Jesus:

“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not
the angels of heaven, but my Father only.'—Matt.
24:36.

We feel thot there is much that should be done, if
we could prove to the people that the coming of our
Lord is indeed and in fact soon. But it seems difficult
to even impress those who profess to be followers of
Christ that His coming is soon, and some times, gs was
my experience recently, when 1 was told by a minister
of one of the dominant churches in this part of the
country, that it is not right to try to find out when the
Lord would come; that he should come as o “thief in
the night”. Full well we know that he shall come, as
is stated in Luke 21:35. "For as o snare sholl it coms
on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth’’;
but we find, also, plenty of evidence that we should be
locking for him, as found in Hebrews 9:28: "Sc Christ
was once offered to bear the sins of many: and unto
them that look for him shall he appear the second time
without sin unto salvation”.

Again Matthew teaches us we should be "looking
for that blessed hope, and the gloricus cppearing of
the great God ond our Savior Jesus Christ.” We find
in the 24th chapter of Matthew and the 21st chapter of
Luke cre given in answer {0 the question asked by the
apostles os to what would be the sign of his coming
and the end of the world.

His answer to this queston, and his staiement os
given in Luke 21:28-31, indicate definitely that we were
to be studicus and walch, for he spoke to them by
parable:

"Behcld the fig free, and all the trees: when they
shoot forth, ve see and know of your ownselves thot
summer is now nigh at hand, so likewise ye, when ve
see these things come to pass, know ve that the king-
dom of God is nigh ot homd”.

Now of the first event he mentions ‘in this chapter,
we know of a surity it was fulfilled; the temple was de-
streyed; the gold and silver used as omaments on
the walls of this building were melied in the intense
heat when the temple was burned, and ran down be-
tween the stones of the foundation. Afterwards, every
stone was taken up, just as Christ had said it would be,
in their search for this precious metal, so the his-
torioms tell us. Can we not expect the other events io
be as literally fulfilled as this? We believe we can, and
to the student of history as it pertains to the Jews, thers
can be little doubt but that many of the other evenis
spoken of by Christ at that time have already found
their fulfillment.
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We recognize the fact that to trace all the events
that have transpired since the destruction of the temple
at Jerusalem in A. D. 70, in an effort to determine how
much of this chapter in Luke 21 or Matthew 24 has
been fulfilled, would require too much space and fime,
but we think we can well spend some time to notice
some of the events of the present day in relation to
the statements found in the Bible. In this same Zlst
chapter of Luke and the 24th verse we read:

“And they (the Jews—A.M.3.) shall {all by the edge
of the sword, and shall be led away coptive into all
naticns . . .. This, too, nesds little or no comment, for
it is o well known fact that this was accomplished
and they have continued to spread ihroughout ihe
world #ill there is no civilized nation that hos not felt
the influence of its Jewish population. This scattering
of the Jews had been foretold long befors; it would
come upon them because of their wickedness and
failure to keep the laws of God and his command-
ments. They heeded not the warning, and vou and I
know the results of that disobedience.

Lgain we turn to the 24th verse and read:

"And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and
shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jeru-
salem shall be tredden down of the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”

Few if any thought when the news came of the fall
of Jerusalem, in 1918, to the British under General Al-
lenby, that this iime had come. The Gentile Hmes
were closing, and this was the beginning of o series of
events that was io bring the final fulfillment of the
prophetic statements just quoted, ond within just the
past few months this has had its literal fulfillment. We
all know, now, that Jerusalem is no longer a “trodden
down'' city of the Gentiles, but rather it is again the
home of the Jews, under their own government laws,
and flag.

Now let us look at the evidence thus presented 1o
us:

First: over 1800 vears ago the temple was thrown
down, and the Roman soldiers, getting peyond the
conirel of Caesar in their haired of the Jews, slew
10,000 of them the day the temple was burned.

Second: They were scattered inio every nation
on the earth.

Third: Jerusalem, which has been irodden down
for so long o time, hos ot last been freed, and. the
Tewish nation and government ot last reestablished.

Remember: these were the things that Christ said
were 10 be the sign of His coming.

There is cnother scripture we would like o look of
for just a few moments, and we turn to the 11th chapler
of Isaioh and tead in verses 11, 12 and 13 the follow-
ing:

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the
Lord shall set his hand again the second time io re-
cover the remnant of his people which shall be left,
from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, ond
from Cush, and from Flam, and from Shinar, and from
Homath, and from the islonds of the sea. And he

shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall as-
semble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.
The envy of Ephraim shall depart and the adversaries
of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah,
and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.”

Still another scripture as found in Jeremich 30:3:

"Fer the days come, saith the Lord, that I will bring
again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah,
saith the Lord: and I will cause them io return o the
that that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess
it." We might go on io quite some extent with other
scripture pointing out the fact that the people that had
been scatiered because of their failure tc keep God's
commeandments were o be gathered back o the land
of their inheritonce; and the only reason one coan find
for this return would be that they were yvet to accom-
plish the object for which God had chosen them and
set them apart. It is no new thing that the Jews have
been gathering back to Palestine in ever increasing
numbers ever since the first world war, and as we read
ol these migrations back, we often note how closely
they follow the pattern as found in prophetic scripture.

One such migration is told in the March 15, 1950
issue of the magazine called Look. It is a short article
with quite o few photographs of a group of Jews re-
turning to their home land after being in bondage for
2,000 vears of slavery in Arabia. Quite recently the
Imam of Yemen cffered these Jews their ireedom pro-
vided they could pay the required ransom, leave their
personal belongings and pay o heavy tax on their
treasured Bible scrolls. To these Jews of Yemen who
had lived in this bondage for it was death to any who
iried to leave the country of Yemen), such a burden as
raising this rcmsom was impossible. Their bondage
was of such a noture that they could not accumulate
wealth or property of their own; theirs had been «
bondage of want and poverty, the fruit of which was
disease and sickness. Malnutrition had had its way ill
the average weight of an adult person was but 70
pounds, and the weight of a child of twelve was but
that of the normal child of four. But they had been
held together by a promise made to them that they
should be "carried home" on Eagles wings”.

Three thousand vears ago lsaich had said: "But
they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength:
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall
run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint”™.

These promises had held them through the genera-
sions of suffering and toil; and now they were going
home, for the United Jewish Appeal had come to their
rescue, paid the ransom and the tax; and brought the
eagles wings to their rescue, the wings were those of
the American cdrlift, under the protecting wings of the
great American Eagle. Their route, now, as it wos
when Moses led them out of their bondage in Egypt,
lay across the Red Sea to the promised lond.

A happy throng indeed: the lame, the halt, omd the
blind, the youth cnd the aged,—45,000 of them-—going
back out of bondage into freedom after their long cap-
tivity of over 2,000 years. What a price to pay for dis-
chedience.

e,
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Now let us go back to that 21st chapter of Luke:
"and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles,
unti!l the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” It was to
that Jerusalem these Jews were returning after their
long bondage. We have already called attention o
the "scattering” of this people. Of the question as to
their “iall by the edge of the sword”, 10,000 were slain
the day the temple was burned, 120,000 were slain in
one day when the Syrians conguerad Judch, and it is
estimated that 6,000,000 were slain in the late world
war. Now recall the question asked of the Savior by
His disciples.

. “Tell us, when shall these things be? and what
shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the
world.”—Matt. 24:3.

Now turn to verses 32 and 34:

“Now learn a parable of the fig tree; when his
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ve know
that summer is nigh: so likewise ve, when we shall
see cll these things, know that it is near, even ai the
door. Verily I say unto vou, this generation shall not
pass, till all these things be fulfilled”.

Let us go back to the beginnning of this article:
JESUS IS COMING SOON. What shall be our aiti-
tude towards this coming event? What shall we do in
preparation for His coming? s there o responsibility
placed upon us who have had the teaching ond ideals
of the restoration before us for so many yvears? Are
we not in grave danger o sit idly by ond not be ready
against that great day?  As we lock about us, con we
not discern the time we are living in?

I recall the words of the angel {o Donisl:

"And at that time shall Michael stand up, the
great prince which standeth for the children of thy peo-
ple: and ithere shall be o iime of irouble, such as never
was since there was a nalion even to that same time:
and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every
one that shall be found written in the book'.

What think you? Does this description of the
perilous times spoken of by Daniel, fit the times we ore
living in today? Con vou imagine "o fime of trouble”
that could surpass the one the nations are in today?
When the greatest nation the world has ever seen is
filled with fear, and seeking for o place of security;
spending fime, money and energy, in an effort to find
some meons of defense against an unknown danger:;
finding its defenses so inadequate against this impend-
ing grave danger; realizing by the confusion amid the
statesmen of our own couniry, that the day has come,
and the "wisdom of the wise men” is no longer to be
depended upon; that it truly is a day as described by
the prophet. ’

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the
light shall not be clear, nor dark.-—Zech. 14:6. The
nations are groping in fear and in darkness, because
they have forgotten the Lord, and have relied on their
owrn wisdom and strength.

But what does this all mean to us who have heard
the angel's message, who have been permitted to
catch a glimpse of the promised lond even as did
Moses; who have already wandered in the wilderness,

lo, these memy years? Have we lifted up to ourselves
idols of wood, or stone, or precious metals? Has the
God of the world obtained such strong hold upon us, to
the bliding of our eves o the times in which we live?
Has pride entered in among us, to threaten us with
overthrow «s it did the people of Nephi's days?

“"And I heard another voice from heaven, saying,
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues’.
—Rev. 18:4.

This seems o me fo be timely admonition to the
members of the Church of Christ. There is so much to
be done, so much to be accomplished before we can
say we are even making the first preparation for the
coming of our Lord and Master. To me, the "signs
of the times"” are full of meaning, and I can see in the
gathering of the Jews, the awakening of interest in the
Indians, ond the new interest thot has sprung up
among them; even in the struggle that now goes on be-
tween the nations over the question of Communism
cand Democracy, and the part this nation is taking in
that struggle. Yet, I am fearful lest it shall be said of
us:

"I went by the field of the slothful, ond by the vine-
vard of the man void of understonding: and, lo, it was
all grown over with thorns, and netiles had covered
the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken
down. Then I saw, and considersd it well: I looked
upon i, and received instruction. Yet o little sleep,

a little slumber, a little folding of the hands ic sleep.”
ARTHUR M. SMITH

“AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?”
{Genesis 4:9)

"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethern, ve have done it unto me.”—Matt.
25:40. '

Some time in the early part of 1943 o letter came to
us from o sister over 80 vears old in which she ex-
pressed her love for God’s work, and her desire to be
of some use in the church. But being so old she felt
that there was little she could do except to nay her
tithing; and as she was depending on an old age pen-
sion, even her tithing would be such o pitably small
amount that it would be almost nothing.

You know, Dear Brothers and Sisters, that letter
started me thinking., I wonder how many of us, should
it be our privilege 1o live to be 80 or 90 years old, will
then be longing io do something io help in the ad-
vancement of Christ's Churchl!

How much better for us and for the Church if we
could become sericusly concerned right now about
helping in the advancement of the Church, instead of
waiting untll we are oo old to do anvthing much but
sacrifice a dollar or two a month out of an old age
pension. Why not begin now, while in vouth or mid-
dle age, to become actively engaged in God's work?
Just how? do you ask?

1. By searching the scriptures to find out for our-
selves the teachings and commandments of Christ, and
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thereby, not depending so much on what some preach-
er may say or do. Preachers have a very important
part to play in the mission of the Church; but some-
times they do not agree. Then what are we going 1o
do unless we know for curselves what the scriptures

say?

2. By pulting into practice in our daily lives the
teachings and commandments of Christ.

3. By remembering that the "Commandments of
Christ” mecm more than just the "Ten Command-
ments,” so-called.

Do you remember what Christ told a certain ruler
who came to him and asked what he should do to
inherit eternal life, as told in Luke 18:18247 Please
turn and read it.  After affirming that he had kept the
commandments from his youth up, Jesus replied, "Yet
thou lackest one thing: sell all that thou hast, and dis-
tribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven, and come, follow me.”

Doesn't that sound as if one might keep all of the
Ten Commandments, from their youth up and yet not
inherit sternal life? Really, doesn't it?

Brothers and Sisters, are we following Christ, or are
we doing as that certain ruler did, turning sorrowfully
away from Him?

Then just what is it we must do if we are to really
tollow Christ? Who is better qualified to answer that
guestion than the Lord himself? Are we willing to let
Christ tell us what he requires of us, or are we deter-
mined to follow our own preconceived ideas of what he
requires of us?

Apostle Paul advises to "study to show thysell ap-
proved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Surely
it locks like if we really desire to become actively en-
gaged in our Heavenly Father's business it is up to us
to study God's word,

If we wish to become a mechanic, we must study
and work to that end; we can not just drift along doing
nothing abeut it from day to day, week after week, and
ever expect to become proficient in that line of work.
Or if we wish to become proficient as a musician or o
typist, or in any other line, even to becoming o master
farmer, we must study, and practice, and work to that
end. And so, becoming o true follower of Christ
mecns study ond practice, and work day by day,
learning to train our minds, our hearts, and our spirits,
even untl we become willing ond onxious to do our
Savior's bidding.

And as it is possible to tfrain our minds and our
fingers so that we can operate a machine or musical
instrument, without having 1o stop and think every time
before a move is made, so we can train our minds, our
hearts cnd our spirits until it will become not only our
desire to do the things Christ says we must do o in-
herit eternal life, but it will become our way of lile
day by day with scarcely a conscious effort.

Then should there come o time in our life when we
{ail to know our next move, or just how o proceed,
we can do as admonished in James 1:5: "If omy of vou
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth io all

men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be giv-
en him.”

We, of the Restoration, of all people, should be will-
ing o do as James advises; and when we do tha,
really and truly seeking God for wisdom, with our
hearts and minds fully made up o do God's bidding,
then we will begin tc see cur differences of opinion
melt away as dew belore the morning sun, and we'll
begin fo see eye to eve; for God is not the cuthor of
division. Can we not as the young, the middle-aged,
and the aged, become seriously engaged in knowing
the Father's will, with a desire to do his bidding?

That leads up to another thought which that dear
old sister's letter brought to mvy mind, And it is «
question, [ believe, that has bothered the minds of
many of us during past years.

Here was a very old sister getting o very mecager
old age pension, leeling that she should sacrifice «
portion of her pension that the Church might have
meons to promulgate its work, and provide for the
fomilies of the missionaries.

Brothers and sisters, can you envision that? An
aged sister willing to sacrifice from her slender means
that we wives of the missionary force might get our
$40, $50, or $80 a month allowance, as it has ranged
through the vears. Is that God's plan for providing
for the poor, the needy, the aged and the helpless?
Is #t? What was it Jesus said, in Matthew: “Inosmuch
as ye have done it unic one of the least of these my
brethren, ve hoave done it unto ME.”

‘What does that mean?

Con it be possible that it meons that when we
toke money that the poor, the aged and the destitule
have sacrificed, and turn it over to our missionaries’
wives, as allowances of, say $80 a month, when un-
doubtedly the poor, the aged ond destitute we have re-
ceived from have much less than $80 a month o livs
on, and moke no provision whatsoever as a Church
to relieve our needv brothers and sisters, except now
and then through charity, or "cdd”—ves, can it meon
that it is the same as if we had done it unto cur Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ? As if He were aged and
helpless and destitute, and we had received of His
sacrifice of a portion of His old age pension and had
used it to help pay our missionary allowances, with
no thought for His needs or wants? Brothers ond sis-
ters, is that what it means?

Furthermore, what about those who go out as mis-
sionaries aond short change those who have made the
sacrifice, in other words fail to give value received,
because of a {failure to teach or practice the law by
which ALL may be provided for on a basis of equality?
Have not those who send in of their mites the right to
expect that those who pariake of their bounty will go
out cnd not hesitate to declare the "whole counsel of
God”, which will provide for both the spiritual ond the
temporal needs of ALL the household of faith, and
who, becouse his own needs are supplied, is not con-
cerned that the needs of his brothers and sisters should
cry to heoven in vain?

I know of a case where a voung sister had the sole
care of an invalid and bedridden mother for over a
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year, and as her only means of support it was neces-
sary for the daughter to work at her job to provide for
herself and mother. Not being able to hire a nurse
or place her mother in a hospital, she had be nurse
herself when at home, and hire a girl to stay with her
mother when she had to be away at her work. Do we
as a Church or body of Christ do anything to help out
our brothers and sisters in times of such dire need as
this?

Again, what did Christ say: "Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ve
have done it unto me.”

Is there any need of going on to cite more instonces
wherein the very least of Christ's brethren are being
neglected, while we go on making more new rules and
regulations for the benefit of those higher up, so-
called?

Makes me think of our Senators and Congressmen
making new rulings whereby they raise their own
wages, with no regard whatever as to whether the peo-
ple of the nation are being provided with the necessi-
ties of life, much less any of the luxuries.

The word of the Lord is, "If ye are not one ve are
not mine”; and he also has said, “In your temporal
things you shall be equal, and this not grudgingly,
otherwise the abundance of the monifestations of the
Spirit shall be withheld.” Will there ever come o time
when we will become equal in temporal things, and
reap the abundance of spiritual things, as long as we
as a Church take tithing from the needy, destitute and
helpless that they have sacrificed because of their
love for Christ's Church, and then turn around and pay
it out in allowances to missionary families who may
already have an old age pension or an income of some
sort that may be perhaps as large or larger than what
the needy and aged are getting to live on? who have
been sacrificing to the Church. Will such a method
ever bring about equality? No, no, Neverl Worlds
without end! Tt never will.

Is it possible that when the Son fo Man shall come
in His glory, and «ll the holy angels with him, as re-
corded in Matthew 28, that we will find ourselves being
divided, the goats from the sheep by the King of Glory,
and we shall find ourselves being set on His left hand,
and He shall say unto us, "Depart from me, ve cursed,
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels.”

What o tragic position to find ourselves in; ond oll
because we thought we knew better than Christ what
it was he required of usl

" Dear brothers and sisters of the missionary force,
can we who claim to be the True Followers of Christ
Jesus, after taking into consideration the teachings of
Christ wherein He teaches that “"He who would be
greatest among you, let him be the servamt of all”,
com we consclentiously move forward to formulcte
new laws that will place us in o position abeve the
ronk ond file of the Church, by providing that our
just needs and wants shall be supplied, and vet moke
no plans whereby the old, the needy ond destitute and
helpless shall be taken care of?

Well; how are we ever going to be wise enough to

put in operation such a system? What was it James
said: "If any of you lack wisdom—"? Con we not
believe that God is able to teach us His will concern-
ing such an importont matter? Remember what Christ
sald about the man that had twelve sons ond said
unto one, Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou here:
and to another be thou clothed in rags and sit you
there, and locked upon his sons and said, I am just?

Don't you think Christ would call a man like that a
GOAT? Surely We do not want to run the risk of being
placed as goats on the left hand of our Master cnd
King at that great day of the Lord! Isn't eternal life
worth studying and working and sacrificing for? Cam
we hope to win such a reward if we just drift along
and make no special effort? Con we hope to win
eternal life if we just selfishly plan for our own needs,
oand tcke no thought for others? What about i#?  Are
we searching the scriptures in regard to the financial
law of the Church, as to how we should live together,
or are we just listening to various interpretations as
given to us by men of the ministry who have never
even come to an agreement among themselves as to
how things should be done, some teaching one way
and some another, until finally we have been smoth-
ered down to the way of worldly churches who have
decided that perhaps one-tenth is about the best we
can hope to do even though it will never bring about
equality emd all things common, and neither will it
bring to us the abundant blessings ond the full protec-
tion of God, promised to His saints when they will do
His will, that we might “be the only people who shall
not be ot war with another”, but instead we must re-
main scattered among the peoples of the world, and
suffer with them in the destructions that are coming
upon the world in these last days—seeing our sons
and doughters ond grondchildren drawn into the
armies of the nations to slay and be slain, and their
dead bodies stacked up in rows higher thom the heads
of the living, as « baricade behind which they may
have o wse bit of protection as they prepare for the
next day's slaughter?

How about #t? Do we love them encugh that we
can say, we will ry God's way of providing for His
saints, rather thon the world's way? Remember whert
Christ said:

“Inasmuch as ve have done it unto one of the least
of these, my brethren, ve have done it unto me.” “AM
I MY BROTHER'S XEEPER?"

ALICE E. GOULD

THE DAY OF THE LORD

The day of the Lord cometh. It is a day of judg-

ment-—a day of reckoning.

Before that day, o messenger was ioc be sent o
prepare the way before the Lord.—Mal. 3:1. He shall
came to his temple. Who shall stand when he op-
pearsth?

V. 5: "1 will come near you to judgment: and I will
be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against
the odulterers, ond against false swearers, ond
against those that oppress the hireling in his wages,
the widow.und the fatherless; emd that turn aside the




Page 46

ZION'S ADVOCATE

Moarch, 1951

stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord
of hosts, for I am the Lord, I chonge not.”

Now beware of this judgment. Are we prepared
tc meet him when he cometh? What do we do from day
to day to improve our siatus with the rightecus Father?
Will he find us ot His coming? Consider cur ways,
whether they are ior the Lord or against His com-
mands.

How often do we mention Him daily? Do we serve
him in deed and in iruth? “No man can serve two
master: for either he will hate the one, and love the
other; or else he will hold to the one and despise the

other. Ye cannot serve God ond mammon.”—Matt.
6:24.

Let us comsider cur daily lives. Whom do we
serve? During the day we are busy with the iocils of
the day-—no room for thoughts of God. In the evening,
we either entertain or are entertained. ot a party, «
dance or a movie.

Is God present in thought or deed? How many
times have we thought about God during this day of
twenty-four hours. If we answer these guestions cor-
rectly, we must come to the conclusion that man and
his pleasures are the ones we are serving.

The children are being drawn the same way, as
God and Christ are not even taught on Sundays, let
alone week days. I we say they are icught in o
spiritual monner, then why won't they form an interest
in spiritual things, the same as if they are taught world-
ly ways, ond form interests in worldly things.
Wherever the young minds are led, they will instinc-
tively follow. When they are older, it is. much harder
to have them break these ties of worldly pleasure than
at first. These entertginments become o bond that
draws them farther and farther away from the iteach-
ings of Christ and His Church.

‘Will Jesus find us in this condition? Will he even
lock for us in these places of entertainment when we
have no thought of Him and His laws from one day o
ancther—one week o cnother—or one vyear to on-
other? Time is passing, are we preparing?

God says, when Jesus comes, He will come {o his
temple. Will you be there, or will you be at some card
party, dance or movie? Will we be able to clecmse cur-
selves that we might be among the wise virgins who
have oil in their lamps and be ready io enter inio the
feast with Jesus when he comes?

"We then, as workers together with Him, beseech
vou aslo that yve receive not the grace of God in vain
(for he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and
in the day of salvation have 1 succored thee; behold,
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation)—II Cor. 6:1-2.

“But Christ gs son over his own house; whose
house are we, i we hold fast the confidence and the
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.”—Heb. 3:6.

Harden not your hearts, as the Israelites when
they saw God's works forty years; for they clways
erred in their hearts and did not know God's ways.
God swore in His wrath that they should not enter His
rest.

"Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living
God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called
today; lest any of you be hardened through the de-
ceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ,
if we hold the beginning of cur confidence steadfast
unto the end.—Verses 12-14.°

"Again, He limiteth a certain day, saying in David,
today, after so long a time; as it is said, Teday if you
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.—Heb.
4:7.

There is a rest to the people of God.

“Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest, lest

any man fall ofter the same example of unbelief.”—
Verse 1.

"Let us therefore come boldly unto ihe throne of
grace . . . io help in fime of need.~Verse 16.

“Submit vourselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil and he will flee from you. Draw nigh io God,
and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands,
ve sinners; and purify vour hearts, ye double minded.”
—James 4:7-8.

“"Humble yourselves in the sight of God, and he
shall ift you up. Spedk not evil one of another, breth:
ren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth
his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the
law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of
the law, but o judge."—Verses 10-11.

"Go too now, ye that say, today or tomorrow we
will go into such a city, and continue there a vyear,
and buy and sell and get gain: Whereas ye know not
what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life?
Tt is even a vapor, that appeareth for a little time and
then vanisheth away. For that ve ought to say, i the
Lord will we shall live, and do this or that. But now,
ve rejoice in your boastings: all such rejolcing is evil.
Therefore to him that knoweth io do good, ond dosth
it not, to him it is sin”.—Verses 13-17.

We know Christ called His Church His bride. Let
me iry to draw a picture of us today.

To be a bride there must be a wedding. Are we
getting things ready. as we know the groom is coming
soon? Is our hope chest full and cur wedding dresses
prepared, or do we wait for tomorrow for that preparo-
tion?

How utterly deplorable is the bride whe has not
begun the preparation of the wedding gormenis
through lack of interest in the groom's arrival.

We know not what hour He cometh. It may not be
for a season—>but we must consider that we cannot
prepare ourselves in a day. Our love for the Chris-
tion life must be cultivated or there will be no satis-
facton in living with the groom when He does come.
Our marriage will be as the weddings of today. Dis-
satisfaction will result and we will not be agreeable
to the groom nor will He be to us. We will draw
away from Him and loose interest in those promises
of a gloricus rest in the beyond. We will be shut out
because of our unbelief.

We have not had the moanifestations as did the
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Israelites, but we have assurances in the Holy Scrip-
tures that cught to prove that we are the ones to lose
in the end if sin abounds in our lives today, tomorrow
and henceforward. Let us not be like those wayward
Israelites—die in the wilderness out of the land of
promise.

Today is the day of preparation.

“The day of the Lord will come as o thief in the
night. What manner of people ought we to be? Holy
in conversation, and guiltless. Wherefore be diligent
that we might be found of him in peace, without spot
and blameless.”—See II Peter, chapter 3.

"Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ve know these
things before, beware lest ye also, being led away
with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stead-
fastness. But grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

“. . . Yourselves know perfectly that the day of
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. . . . But ve
brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of
light—therefore let us not sleep, as do cthers; but let us
watch and be sober.”—I Thess. 5:2, 4, 6.

"Now, we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are
unruly, comfort the feeble-minded, support the weak,
be patient toward all men.”"—Verse 14.

“Render evil to no man but ever follow the good.”

"Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In
everything give thanks. . .. Quench not the Spirit. De-
spise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that
which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil.”
—Verses 16-22.

"Watch therefore, for you know not what hour when
the Son of man cometh.”

MRS. EVA. KRAUSE

WITH THE CHURCH IN AN EARLY DAY

(In the preceding chapter, Daniel Clark accident-
ally stepped into a wolf trap as he was upon an er
rand for a neighbor, and, unable to free himself, was
forced to spend the night in o lonely woods. He was
at the mercy of a pack of wolves, which for some reas-
on did not touch him—he believed the power of Ged
saved him. Help came the next moming, and he is
now ct home—W.A.S.)

Chapter II

Later in the day, when Daniel and his mother were
alone, he told his experience of the night before more
fully than he had told it to any one else, especially
how he had remembered the verse in Psalms which he
had heard his father read the night before he left
home. "I con not tell you, mother,” he said, "“what
courage it gave me; and 1 felt as though the angels
might be near me in the darkness. Do vou think the
angels ever do come to the earth?”

"Oh, yes, they have mony, many times visited the
earth. You remember how they came to protect Dan-
iel of old when he was thrown into the lions' den?
And then they have many times onnounced to men,
and women, too, things which were going to happen.”

"I know that, mother, but T do not mean long ago,
hundreds of years before we were born, but I mean
now, in the time in which we are living.”

"You, my son, were protected by the power of God,
but I do not think that any one sees cngels in these
days. You did not see any, did you?”

"No, mother, but I did feel that some one was with
me, and [ thought then, and have been thinking ever
since, of a story I once read in the Bible.”

“"What story do you mecn?”’

"It was a story about God having forbidden the
prophet to go to a certain place, omd when the prophet
started to go there, an angel of the Lord met him in
the way, and would have killed him only that the ass
on which the prophet was riding sow the cngel and
jumped to one side, out of the way of the drawn sword
the angel carried.”

"That was the prophet Balaam, when he was going
with the King Moab fo curse the children of Israel, but
why hove you been thinking of this?”

"Because, mother, if the ass saw the angel when
the prophet did not, might not those wolves have seen
what 1 did not see? I felt so sure that some one was
near me that I thought when daylight came [ should
see them.”

His mother did not make any immediate cmswer
to this, but smoothed his brown hair away from his
temples with o gentle touch and her eves took in the
pretty picture framed by the window of the room in
which he was lying., The sun was low in the west;
and the tall trees cast their shadows toward the east.
Through an opening in the woods she saw the clear
waters of the Genesee River flowing softly along the
shady banks, omd at a spot where thev sloped gently
down she saw the cows stooping to drink; and the dis-
tant tinkle of the bell could just be heard as it mingled
with the first notes of the whippoor-will's song, in the
branches near by.

Wild vines were swinging from the boughs of the
trees as the wind crept among their branches; and the
little chipmunks came from their hiding places, peep-
ing slyly out from the bushes growing quite near the
house. Presently the tinkle of the bell came nearer
and nearer, mingling with the merry voices of the
vounger children as they came frooping behind the
cows in happy forgetfulness of dll save the perfect en-
joyment of their youth, health and freedom. Slowly
as from o dream her mind came back, and seeing
that Daniel had fallen asleep she went quistly out,
closing the door after her and, moving about softly
she hostened the preparations for the evening meal.

But while her hands were thus employed her mind
was busy with thoughts called up by her converso-
tion with her boy. She had not cnswered his gues-
tion directly in regard to the possibility of the angels
having been so near to him in those hours of darkness:
but it was not because she had not thought about it,
nor because the question waos a new one to her. True
it had never presented itself in just that light before,
never had it come quite so near her heart; but it had
for many vears been present with her, cnd she had
often wondered why it was that people who now live
upon the earth might not be visited by the angsls,
and even have instruction direct from God, as they
used to have in other days.

When she read the Bible there was scarcely a page
of iis history, from the first chapter of Genesis to the
last chapter of Revelation, which did not give an ac-
count of some messenger being sent to the earth, or of
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God making known His will, either by his own voice,
by the visitation of angels, or by revedaling himself to
rightecus men called prophets.

But now for nearly eighteen hundred vears there
had been no messenger sent, and no prophet had
adeclared to the people the way of life and salvation.
She had many times put this question away from her,
saying, "We have the Bible now; in almost every
house it is to be found. It contains the full emd com-
plete word of God, and there is a woe pronounced up-
on any one who shall add to, or take from, the words
of it.” But for some cause, this was not very satisfving
to her mind, for she would find the same question from
time to time coming back to her to be cnswered again,
very much like Banguo's ghost, which would not
down, but was always rising when least expected.
She had often talked with her husband about this cnd
at one time he had astonished her by saving, “'I do not
believe God ever intended it should be so, for he is no
respecter of persons.”

“I can only answer that by saying, I do not know;
but at the same time I cannot see how it can be that
God is unchongeable and yet after having for thous-
ands of years made known His will 1o mon by angels
and through the prophets, He should now for nearly
eighteen hundred vears, have been as silent as o
Sphinx or the pyramids of Egypt. And moreover, [ do
believe that it will not always be so, but that you and I
may live to see the time when God will reveal Him-
self again to the children of men, ond then we shall
know why He has been silent so long.”

She had ever found her husband to be in advance
of her upon all serious thoughts of this kind, and she
knew that his mind was ofttimes busy with problems
that seemed to present themselves for solution. It was
his constont habit to read out loud at night, after the
work of the day was finished; and while her needle
flew busily, she would listen attentively; and frequent-
ly they would both pause to discuss some passage,
and exchoange views upon what was being read.

Books and newspapers being scarce in those days,
their reading was almost altogether confined to the
Bible and such histories as Rollin, Josephus, Eusebius,
and some others, together with some volumes of works
standard among the Methodists; of which church they
were both members, having been raised in that faith.

Their cabin consisted of one living-room, which
served as kitchen, dining-room, and sitting-room, cnd
two large bedrooms opening out of this. Luxuries in
those early days, especially upon the frontiers and
among those who were subduing the soil, were un-
known, even in the shape of houseroom. The first set-
tlers usually erected « log cabin out of the material
furnished by the forest, and this primitive building was
planned simply to meet the present needs of the fam-
ily.

As the farm was cleared and the family increased
in size, this was either enlarged or made to give place
to o more pretentious one; and conveniences were
from time to time added, as the wealth of the occupont
increased. But even ot that eorly date the tde of
civilization was beginning to flow toward the West,
and mony times when Mr. Clark was foiling to bring
his large tract of land under cultivation, indefinite long-
ings would float through his mind of a home on the for
weslern prairies.

These, however, took no definite shape of first,, emd
might never have led to actual removal but for cir-
cumstances we are about to relate. And we want the
children who read this little bock 1o remember that
what they read is true. It is written for vou by one
who knows, and who expects ic have to answer be-
fore God for everything she teaches the young, and
who has no earthly cbject in writing it but to make the
truth more real and fomiliar to you.

Atfter the frugal evening meal had been paricken
o, the dishes washed and put away and evervthing
arranged, the table was drawn out and all the family,
except Daniel, gathered around it, and each in tumn
tock part in reading from the word of God. The
younger ones, who were not yet old enough to read,
listened, with folded hands; and then the father kneel-
ing with his family commended them all to the watch-
care of Him who «ll throuh life had been their Protec-
tor and Friend. Then the litile ones were put to bed,
and the others amused themselves or listened to their
lathers’ reading until they grew sleepy and retired.
Shortly after this Mrs. Clark went into Doniel’s room,
and finding him sleeping with the rest, worn out with
the pain ond excitement of the previous night, she
knelt by his bedside and poured out her thamkfulness
for his preservation, in silent prayer; and when she
resumed her seat she told her husbond in regard to
the boy’s experience of the night before, and asked
his opinion of it. "I did not ecmswer his question,” she
added,” “but I have thought that he may be right.
Why should it be more wonderful for those hungry
wolves to have been kept at bay by seeing what was
invisible to him, then that the ass should have seen
the angel? Why should that be more wonderful thon
the fact that of his preservation? It was by the power
of God, and we read that the angels are all minister-
ing spirits. This fact, though it has impressed him
deeply, seems not o have left such o strong impression
as the one connected with it. He feels that he was not
only preserved by the power of God, but was pre-
served because God has something special for him
to do—'I shdll not die, but live, and declare the works
of the Lord."”

"Let it be even so,” said his father, reverently; and
atter this he did not resume his reading, but closed his
book and put it on its accustomed shelf, and putting on
his hat went out of doors.

Abscrbed in her own thoughts, Mrs. Clark worked
on diligently, not noticing how long her husbond re-
mained away; for it was nothing unusual for him to
spend a half-hour or even cn hour's fime in passing
about from one place to another, in order to see that
all was safe before retiring.

This night, however, had her thoughis not been pre-
occupied, she would have noticed that his stay was
much longer than usual, cnd when he came in he
went directly to bed. Midnight, however, found her
still busily emploved with her needle; and even then
she might have remained longer at her work, but the
candle, which had bumnt low, gave one or two flicker-
ing gleams, as if threatening soon to be extinguished,
and rising hastily she made preparations for bed.
Before retfiring, however, she visited her boy's bed
again, ond finding him still aslesp she sought her own
and soon slept calmly by her husband’s side.

{To be continued)
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