i
H
H

3

Zion's Bvocate

¢¢ And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost,”’—I Nephi 3:187.
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Pracse God, O Man

O man, why should thy voice be still,

While every flower, tree, and hill

Sing loud and long their praise o God;

Whose hand has formed the lowly sod.

From whence comes life to herb and iree,

For food and shelter so abundantly:

Thus He provides for creatures here

True cause for praise in Godly fear.

A. G. Smith
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EDITORIAL

“WHAT FRUIT HAVE YOU BROUGHT FCR THE
MASTER?”

These words of that old familiar hymn cught, sure-
ly, to make us pause to consider, at the close of sach
day, the value of that day's activities with regard io
the wellare of our own soul and of those with whom
we have associated. Above and beyond ihat, we
should seek 1o evaluate our life's experiences in the
light of the word of iruth, as to determine whether
they have been ’“fruit’” FOR THE MASTER. This
thought, in turn, evolves into the principles of sacri-
fice toward God.

While there seems io be no specific commaondment
in the teachings of Christ relative to the offering of tem-
poral sacrifices, yet the spirit of sacrifice is so inter-
twined within His instructions pointing io salvation and
acceptance with the Father as ic make impossible
any thought of separation, both in a spiritual and
temporal sense. The cc:unse] of the Master iruly does
viclence to the concept of beliel alone (us many inter-
pret beliel), as being sufflmem to guarantee our soul’s
salavtion.

Lock at the iwo great commandments as given by
Jesus:

"Thou shalt love thy God with all thy heart, and
with oll thy soul, and with oll thy strengtb and with
all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself."—Luke 10-27.

What is it io love the Lord with all thy heort? with
all thy soul? with all thy strength? with all thy mind?
Dces it not indicate very clearly that every fiber, wvis-
ible or not, of the personality which is ME must be
exerted in worshipful life 10 God? Yes, 0 ithe extent
that everything clse is relegated to a position of ot
least second place in my life.

Just for the sake of indulging the silly waims of
some people, we might barely allow them io offer that
complete love of soul, mind and heart is entirely soir
itual, and as such, makes one acceptable with God.
I say, this might be permitted with the mentsl reserva-
flon that, in redality, it must have a broader scope io
include o physical demonstration of that love. That
this is so, should be apparant from the siatement ihot
we should love the Lord “with ol thy strengih”.

Is it not true that we have been granted physical
strength by which we may laboer o produce that which
is necessary {0 sustain our bodies? Then con we
realize that the efforts produced by the "earthly iaber-
nacle”, our human body, must also be included n
the offering of love io our heavenly Parent, it being
strength possessed by us?

Oh, it is {frue that the spirit dwelling within is the
real "you' and "me”, but if the spirit is “you” and "me”
in entirety, that is, if I am really nothing more than
spirit, then why a resurrection, or a reuniting of the
spirit and the flesh at that appointed day? It must be
that the visible man is, and shall be, an integral part of
mon whom God has created.

True ogain, the spirit of man must be separated
from his "house of clay”, through the process of death,




February, 1951

ZION'S ADVOCATE

Page 19

but this is because that man, in varying degrees, de-
files his “temple”, and it becomes necessary to re
generate the flesh as well as the spirit. Thus it is that
every part of the bedy shall be restored to its proper
and perfect condition for man's well-being and to the
praise of God. I speak particularly of the righteous
decd. See B. of M. pp. 341-342.

We do not wish to elaborate more in regard to the
resurrection, as it is somewhat apart from the topic
of our consideration. QOur purpose in this has been to
show that our body is o constituent part of our being,
ond that the strength of the whole is required in the
iribute of praise ioward God.

Mcw then: "thou shalt love” “thy neighbor as thy-

self”,

We all love ourselves, at least io the exlent that
we cre willing and desirous to expend a portion, be it
great or smoall {generclly it is very greab), of our
strength and ialents io the satisfying of our ohysical
needs. This, with spiritual wisdom, is necessary and
good.

Shall we so neglect our bodies that because of
resultant poor health, we must devote an ever-increas-
ing portion of our time, effort and consideration to the
rebuilding of ithat body? No, because then that has
become the prime motive and goal of our life (usually
so), thuge placing God in second position. It is as near-
lv impessible for Him ‘o find pre-eminence there as in
man secking o shower ‘oo much of the
of God's gifts upon himself, thus again
Lord's Spirit of secendary importance.

the —ase of
abundance
making the

As ior bodily health, however; either the humaon
in us, or ithat coupled with divine wisdom, seldom
grants an extended pericd of perfect health for ony
man. I say, divine wisdom enters into this, becouse few
men, it seems, can enjoy the riches of God's mercy
and blessing for any great length of iime without be-
coming lifted up beyvond measure, becoming exalted
within himself, and refusing the Spirit of the lowly
Master of men. And so, that we may nct think of
ourselves more than we ought, divine wisdom ond
ves, mercy, decrees thai we must suffer light affliction,
which is but for a moment, thet He may work in us o
"far more exceading and eternal weight of glory” and
that we may return cnd remember Him.

We are vitally interested in ourselves, spiritually
and temporally, desiring that God will favor us with all
our needs (ot least, I trust our spiritual appetite is just
as keen as that of the body in its various respects—
let évery man examine himself).

We surely love ourselves, for man oft fimes pushes
to the extremity of his strength to satisfy o particular
craving, regardless of whether that geal is in harmony
with divine wisdom. Yst, in the final analysis, that
desire which is found wanting in God's sight, as we
may determine from the Word of Truth (the Holy Spirit
verilying), is not octually an expression of love to-
word self, but works to the detriment of that mon in
accordance with the inexorable laws of God govern-
the universe.

If we err in judgment as to thal course we shall

pursue, and having entered that way we see our
mistake, and make proper opplication before the
Throne of Grace and Mercy, that same law opplies,
and we receive, there, an adjustment which will set us
aright, once again.

But we forebar to corry this thought further lest we
becloud the theme before us.

Do we, as Jesus commanded, love our neighbor as
curself? Who is our neighbor? Read the parable of
the good Samaritan in the tenth chapter of Luke.

Paul becars out the though in Gal. 6:9-10 and fur-
ther amplifies with the sonction of the Lord, we are
sure:

“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we {aint not . As we, therelore,
have opporfunity, let us do good unto all imen,
especially unto them who are of the household of
faith.”

The intent of this thought is toward wigilemt obser-
vation to do evervihing within our power io lift all
men up, both spiritually and temporally. In temporal
things, we realize it is bevond the means of most of
the membership of the Church of Christ io offer more
then occasional assistance to others, whether strangers
or brethren—but how carefully should we consider the
opportunity as it is presenied to us, before we iurn
our back upon the unfortunate one at the gatel  And,
shall T wait for him to come to my gate? or shall !
close my eves to one of the "household” who may. not
fesl 1o ask of his brothers ond sisters? lesus soid:

“Tnasmuch as ye hove done it unto one of the least
of these, my brethren, ve have done it unto me.

Ask Him who "my brethren” are:

"And He streiched forth his hand towcrd his dis-
ciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren;
For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is
in heaven, the same is my brother, and sisier, and
mother.—Matt. 12:48-50.

Also this:

“"For both he that sanctifieth and they who are scnc-
tified are dll of one: for which cause he iz not ashamed
to call them brethern, Saving, I will devlare thy name
unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing
praise unto thee.—Heb. 2:11-12.

Now let us see what king Benjamin says about the
poor in regard to the imparting of their substance:

“And again, 1 say unto the poor, yve who have no'
and vet have sufficient, that ye remain from day to day;
I mean all you who deny the beggar, because ye have
not: T would that ve say in vour heart, that 1 give no’
because 1 have not; but # I had T would give.
now, if ve say this in your hearts, ye remain guiltless
otherwise ve are condemned, ond your condemnation
is just: for ve covet that which ve have not received.' -

B. of M. pp. 222.

Belore we pass on, however, let us also consider
the case of the widow cnd her son with whom the
prophet Elijch, dwelt for a time, as we find in the 17tk
chapter of 1 Kings. The barrel of meal was nearly

Anc
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empty, as was also the cruse for oil, yvet, because he
asked of it, and because she had faith in the word of
the Lord that there would be sufficient for them, the
containers were replenished continually so that they
ale for many doys.

We mentioned the spirit of sacrifice, at the first, as
being o requisite factor to enuble men io approach
near to God—the above instance illustrates that fact,
nicely.

This being true, it will be well for us to cnalyze
this principle, as we itrust the Spirit may help. It is
necessary that we seek io bring forth goodly “fruit”
and offer it in righteousness unto the Lord.

We accept the fact that we and all living things,
have been placed upon the earth of the pleasure of
God—and for His pleasure. "And God sow every-
thing that He had made, and, behold, it was very
gooed.” All things were pleasant and acceptable to
God in the morm of crmaticn, because there was ho
evil but still, something was lacking.

Man, whom God had given power to have do-
minion over me earth by reason of the {act that the
spiri wii}m man could consurme with Him,—this maon,
LAdom, did not appreciate ’h 1t communion, neither the
things ﬁm‘ had been given for his temporal wellare.
He compre}'ler Qed ne 1&1 >r good nor  evil. ut it

pkzgscd the to grant an Qgen@y unto man by
which he fmgha by his own will, vield obedience to
commaondment, or refuse to do so

was given that
of the rult of o
would give them knowledge of
Why they disomeyec does not enter
into this discussion--it is suffici o say they
did dischey, and af thelr own voliion. As o .Tesuli,
they were driven from the bsautiful Grder where
they dwelt, and death was their heritage, which ;uaq—

For this reason, commoandment
Adam and Eve should not portake

P
certain iree, whmﬂ

good and evil.

. N
e istont

mernt po%%}d upon all living things. It was decreed
that mon should earn his bread by the sweat of his
brow. Life become precious to him.

Dear recder, do you see how he came o appreciate

what he had? He had to give of himsell {o degree of
sacrifice, if yvou please) in order that he might remain
from dav {o de ';/ More than this, he experienced

OV in the fruit of
Now this was cccording fo the desires of Cod, for
He was not a God of sternal vengeance. His love
d s }OO&A;KL’,HJ s His judgment. Be-

and mercy are
comse foresaw the disobediﬂmce of man, ond the

his labors.

very er the beginning, the infinite and perfect
plan o mption was concelved whereby men could
once come mio H’Ls presence, view His glory,
nd 2 1 the frult of sternad life
How? What was it that could satisty the demgnds
of His justice? Could mon who .hqfl so offended his

Creator that death was his due—could he make that
atonement? Had he been perfect, he should not have
disd, but now he was imperfect, ond nothing short
of o perfect aionem o perfect cfering, o perfect
socrifice, could satisty, With mon it was imOQSblb-V,
but with God aoll things are possible.

ent

214,

What is His name?
"God is LOVE."”

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not
his son into the world to condemn the world; but that
the world through him might be saved.”—John 3:16-17.

Vengeance? Never, NEVER!

There you have it—the perfect sacrifice!

Now I would ask, here; If God were only one
Being, as some would foist upon credulous, unthinking
minds, how would the offering of His own flesh ond
blood upon His own altar, TO HIMSELF—1 ask wvou,
HOW COULD THAT NULLIFY, OR APPEASE HIS
OWN JUDGMENT!

There was, therefore, not one person, but iwo-—
ves, even three. Yet ONE GOD!

This mystery is quite simply revealed in Jesus’
prayer as recordsd in the seventeenth chapter of iohn
in which he praved to the Father that the disciples
might be ONE even as They (Father ond Son) are
ONE.

Ancther query:

Was Jesus the Son only because of being bom in

the flesh?

The Son existed before the {cundation of the world!

He was prepared as a lamb for the slaughter. He was
the ONLY REGOTTEN of the Father. He and no

other was begotten of the Father, pray tell, who “begot”
all of mankind? Obvicusly, someone other than the
Father. That Creator was the Son, himsell, as ithe scrip-
ture maokes abundantly clear.

We have
That preporation was that He
docirine and learned to subject
Father.

emphasized thot the Son was “prepared’.
learned of Hls Father's
His will ‘o that of His

This obadience become perfected in the fire of ver-
secution which He endured in the flesh, and finally, His
agony and death on the cross.

“Though he were a Son, vet learned he obedience
by the things which he suffered; and being made per-
fect, he became the author Of c*terncﬂ salvation unto all
them that obey him."—-Heb. 5

through love
under-

A perfect sacrifice was made, and this
of Father ond Son which passes all human
standing.

It becomes af once cpparent, though, that the ao
plication for grace unto salvation must be on the terms
of our accepting Christ, or in other words, vielding
obedience to the principles of His gospel.

Perhaps it has seemed that we have gone dofield
from our subject of how we mayv bear fruit for the
Master, but if so, we think it is justified. Qur primary
purpose has been to show the necessity of sacrifice,
not excluding the Saviour.

Then if He, being perfect, had io give His oll on the
oltar, what is required of insignificont mon? Certainly
no more thon of the Christ, but may we be reminded:
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“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with oll thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength,
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.”

One thing which should be indelibly impressed up-
on cur minds is that whatsoever good we may do is no
favor to God, as though He has need of anvthing ‘rom
humanity, but rather, we are dependent on God. Some
pecple will close their prayer by such words as, "For
Jesus’ sake. Amen.” Do we pray for the benefit of
TWhS or icr ourself, and others? Make supplication
in tte NAME of Tesus—surely—that He mav intercede
wﬁc“ '!"r e Father for our sake.

So, "the effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man
cvaileth much”, and he it is who has ottained o « full
spirit of self-sacrifice. He it is who has "left” the world
fcr the love of Christ and His gospel.

That mon will demonstrate his love by freely offer-
ing his tolents, and ¢f his earthly goods for promotion
of the Kingdom of Heqven in a sincursed world. Yes,
and often he will ssarch the corners of his pockets for
money to keep the physical church from want, to help
the visiting missicnary in his labor of love.

How much more could be sald—but o zealous
search for God will bring the daily inspiration of reveal-
ment as to what we may do to please Him.

Tithes and offerings have a very definite place in
this discussion, but to do it justice would require more
snace, ot this dme, thon wisdom dictates.

‘Herein is my Father glorified, that ve bear much
fruit; so shall yve be my disciples.”—John 15:8.

WILLIAM A. SHELDON

CONFERENCE NOTICE

According to the order of the final session of the
last Conference, the 1951 Ministers’ Conference of the
Church of Christ (Temple Lot) is to convene ot 10:00
A. M. April 6, 1951 on the Temple Lot, Independence,
Missouri.

The ministry cnd membership of the Church are
thersfore urged to plan to be present to help care for
the affairs of the Church.

Foremost in such plans will be o place to stay dur-
ing the conference. A committee has been selected io
help vou in planning o place to stay. Get in touch
with this commitiee by writing to either Bro. Nicholas
F. Denham, or Bro. James M. Case, Box 472, Indepen-
dence, Missourl.

A little further on in the planning yvou will encoun-
ter the item of meals. You guessed it; another com-
mittee has been set up to help vou feed the “inner
mon”. This committee has the care of handling the
cooking and serving of meals in the downstairs dining
hall of the little white church. They will welcome any
offers ol assistance in the way of sending supplies or
volunteering help. You may reach this commitiee
through writing to either Sr. Minnie Smith, Ava, Mis-
souri; or by writing Sr. Bertha Case, 1106 E. Gudgsll,
Independence, Misourl.

Be sure to include in vour plans o great deal of

praying between now and when you arrive «at confer-
ence. Pray that vou may be able fo bring God’s
spirit with you and that His spirit will be there in
power. Those who cannot altend the conference con
help a lot by praying oll during the conference that
all deliberations will be pervaded by all those forces
which are Divine. This is a "committee” that everyone
is elected to.

Finally, plan to have of spiritual cultivation, and of
{ellowship with those of like precious faith. There is a
"commitiee” appcinted to handle this, too. Iis commit-
tee members include each and every one who will at-
tend what many lock forwaord to as the best conference
ol recent years.

Look for vour name in the list of officers and com-
mitiees which follows! You may have a specicl re-
sponsibility for this April Conference of 1951.

Respectiully,

FOREST E. MALEY
General Church Secretary

CHURCH DIRECTORY
of
QFFICERS AND COMMITTEES SERVING THE
CHURCH OF CHERIST, TEMPLE LOT

Council of Twelve Apostles:

Wm. F. Anderson, 619 S. Crysler St., Independence,
Missourl. Missionary to Arkansas, Louisiona, Ok-
lahoma, ond Texas.

James E. Yates, 29684 Newton Ave. San Diego, Cali-
fornic. Missionary to the western slope states.

Leon A. Gould, 2854 McDermott, Muskegon, Michigan.
Missionary to Michigan and the Northeastern
States, with Don 'W. Housknecht as associate.

T. ]. Jordem, Suite 1
tchewan, Comada.

A. M. Smith, Ava, Missouri,  Missionary to Missourd,
Komsas, ond Nebraska with Wm. A, Sheldon as
an associate.

R. R. Robertson, 1156 No. 9th St., West, Salt Lake City,

11—Donahue Block, Reging, Saska-
Missionary to Europe.

Utcth. Missionary to Utah, Colorado and the South-
eastern States.

Clarence L. Wheaton, 204 West Sea Ave., Independ-
ence, Missouri. Missionary to the North Americon
Indians. .

B. C. Flint, 209 8. Crysler, Independence, Missourl.

Missionary o Wisconsin, Towa, Minois, and East
ermn Canada.

W. F. Jordem, Viceroy, Saskaichewan, Conada.  Mig
sionary to Saskaichewon, quuoba, Minnesolaq,
North Dakota, and South Dakota.

Don Houseknecht, Fenton, Michigan., Associated with
Leon A. Gould in his field.

A. Sheldon, 11427 East 16th S
Misoguri. Associaied with A,
field.

Wm.

., Independence,
M. Smith in his
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(1) Margaret Wheaton, 1101 West Orchard St., In-
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SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT COMMITTEES:
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James M. Case, 1106 East Gudgell, Independence,
Missouri.

AUXILIARY ORGANIZATIONS:

General Sunday School:

Superintendent—Denver Chapman, 705 South Lo-
gan, Independence, Missouri.

Assistant Superintendent—James M. Case, 1106

Gudgell, Independence, Missouri.

Secretary—Mary Case, 1106 Gudgell, Independ-
ence, Misscuri.

Treasurer—The Full Time Representative in the
Church Cffice, James M. Case.

Quarterly Committee:

Thos. S. Maley, 2221 5th Ave. N., Minneapolis 5,
Minnesota.

Ora B. Derry, Rural Route 3, Box 342, Independ-
ence, Missouri.

Amy Schraeder, Route 1, Bemidji, Minnesota.

Freda Flint, 209 S. Crysler St., Independence, Mis-
sourl.

School of the Ministry:

Chairman—2-R. R. Robertson, 1156 No. 9th St., West,
Salt Lake City, Utah.

Assistant Chairman—IJames M. Case, 1106 Gud-
gell, Independence, Missouri.

Secretary—Leon A. Gould, 2854 McDermott, Mus-
kegon, Michigan.

United Workers (Ladies Department)
Chairman-—Minnie Smith, Ava, Missouri.

Assistant Chairman—CQOra B, Derry, Rural Route 3,
Box 3472, Independence, Missouri.

Secretary—DMiriam Mason, 510 South Osage, In-
dependence, Missouri.

Treasurer—Bertha Case, 1106 Gudgell, Independ-
ence, Missouri.

Member At Large—Irene F. Yates, 2964 Newton,
San Disgo, California.

NOTICE OF RESOLUTION

To Be Presented To The Conference

Whereas:—

Firstly:—The Church is always in greater need of that
spiritual sustenance which comes from above,
through Fellowship-Association. than we are of
excessive legislation.

Secondly:—By the word of the Lord in cur Boock of
Commandments; the business of the Church
Conferences is to be transacted in the Ministers’
Conferences.

Thirdly:—The Church of Christ has, by proper legis-
lation, approved of the Commandments of the
Lord in the maiter, by establishing the Ministers’
Conference—with the voice of oll the psople to
be given for final opproval, or disapproval, by
referendum vote.

Fourth:—But, for one cause or another, we generally
manage to frustrate our own legal and orderly
procedure, by throwing our sacred iransactions
in the business of the Church, open to enemy
critics of the world, by allowing Mass-Conter-
ence Confusion tc sit in, as gleeful cobservers
magnify our errors obroad; This to impair
the work of the Church, by giving out misrepres-
entations of us.

In our illegal infringements upon the Law of
the Lord in this matter, we at imes, bungle our
work by even trving to shift from Mass Confer-
ence action, to Ministers’ Conference Exclusive
Voting, all during one and the same business
session!

Is it surprising that, under such disorderly pro-
cedure, this error could impair cur efficiency?

Now, therefore, be it resolved:—

That, beginning with our General Conlerence of
April, 1951, we shall cease to change from the legal
and orderly way of tromsacting the business in the
Ministers’ Conference of the Church of Christ.

We shall adhere to the Commandments of the
Lord, as have been approved by the Church providing
for o Ministers’ Conierence to do the business of the
Church; emd for the Referendum Voie of all members of
the Church, to complete the Hnal decisions, in accord
with our encacted law.

The foregoing resclution is sponscred by
Apostle James E. Yates
cnd
Apostle BR. R. Robertson

Fifth:

NOTICE
All members of Quorum of Seventy are urged to
turn in o vecarly report at least two weeks belore Con-
ference.
Send reports to Recording Secretary,
Elder James M. Case
P. O. Box 472
Independence, Missouri



Page 24

ZION's ADVOCATE"

February, 1951

ORIGINAL ARTICLES

e solicil articles for this department written in an of firma live manner,
established, and evidences presented to support that premise. In oll controversial articles,

dn affirmative article is one in which a premise 48
contributors will be required to observe the

rules of decorum established by parliamentary rules governing deliberative ussemblies.

BIGHTEOQUSNESS
1.1s it pos ible for people to possess, some more,
and some less, of righiecusness?
7. Yes, certc;inly. QOur Lord said: "Except your
righteousness shall exceed the righteocusness of the

Scribes and Pharisees ve shall in no case enter into
the kingdom of heaven.”

3. According o ’hai plainness, it might easily be
that we as individuals, or as a Church, might proudly
possess some righiecusness; but not quite enough, un-
to our salvation!

4. What is rightecusness? Is it not rightness'?
Thinking the right things, conceming all the issues of
life upon which we must act? Specaking the right things?
Doing the right things—the correct things in accord
with, and in obedience o the will of the Lord and the
Commandments of God?

Is it not this which constitutes Righteousness? Sure-
ly so.

5. Specifically, to be Correct, in what we Think,
Speak, Indeaver. or Do—thus to be Right or Righteous,
if we ignore God's laws, or il we neglect-to learn of
their Precision in «ll things, how could any of us hope
to increase in Righiecusness?

8. God, Himself, must do «ll His mighty works in
accord with perfect law. There can be no flexibility
to Perfection without rendering it imperfect. God's
laws are Perfect. Accurate obedience to those laws,
produces Righteousness.

7. The most imporiant business throughout our
hves, for every member of the Church of Christ, is to
incre CISQ*” r‘thf:—,oxxsness upon the part of the
1 sist-in every way possible, to de-
sness, or Righiness, within
the }rdy Cur :mumf" progress in Righteousness de-
pends upon precisely that.

8. But increased Rightness in what we Think, Say,
or Do com not moke progress, (of least it can not make
esg at any dizzy speed) so long as we aim only at
sneralities. For, if we are to weed out
error from the gorden of OLJ lives, we must name the

weeds, locate thelr growth, cnd remove them!

Drogr

srvers of numbers of our Church of
Cﬁ*?sﬁ vonier ences will agree that ¢ Seriously Retord-
ing Influence ggainst the welfare and progress of the
Church in Biq%“%ecugness, has all too often been
mingled with the good, as o result of spectacular dis-
plays made by gocu-mcgn.*}g people, upon our Con-
terence Hoor, This serious Error, as o result of our lack
of Correct Bighiness in Conference procedure, has
become, sadly, almost proverbial among us.

10. By loving Revelation from cur Lord, He haos in-
formed the Church in the early davs of the Restoration

of the Gospel, as shown in our Book of Commandments,
that it is the will of the Lord that the Church of Christ
Coniferences shall be conducted by the Elders, assisted
by their associate division of the Priesthood, in their
Ministry. Thus, by the instruction of the Lord, the
Conference in the Church of Christ are MINISTERIAL
CONFERENCES!

11. We, as a Church, have approved of that, as the
Word of the Lord conceming Conferences in the
Church of Christ; with the provision that in order that
the Voice of the People may be heard in an orderly
momner for approval, or disapproval of all important,
or vital matiers considered by the Ministerial Confer-
ences, the Declsions for the whole Church, is made
through Belerendum by the People.

12. In thot monner, and in perfect accord with the
Word of the Lord to us concerning our Conferences,
we could easily prevent satom from using one of his
most effective weapons for evil against the Church,—
that of blatont, and distorted reports io our enemies,
{and God knows, the Church has them), by allowing
to the Ministry that they discharge their sacred respon-
sibilities bsfore God and for the Church; in the minis-
terial conferences, unmolested by others; and then that
in accord with the Lord's perfect plan in the matter,
they then hand to the Church, their work for final ap-
proval or disapproval, as the case may be, through our
Legally Accepted Referendum.

13. The Church has approved by cur votes, of the
Minsterial Conference as commanded of the Lord.

We have also approved of the Referendum as the
meons whereby the Church may act upon the matters
presented by the Ministerial Conferences. Yet we con-
tinue to meet in a General, Promiscuous Assembly of
both saints and sinners, ond a Whaot-Hove-You-Mixture
of both Friends emd ENEMIES io transact the Sacred
Business for the Church,—in direct contravention to the
word given us by the Lord in this important matter,—
then we wonder why we at times do not have more of
the Holy Spirit with us, ond less of those Cross-Currents
of Evil, which are planned of satan to disrupt Right-
ness, unio Unrightecusness.

14. Yeat us pray for cleor vision and Divine Strength,
Spiritual Vision to see God's truth, and holy strength
to forge o sacred progress by walking in Obedience to
His Commomdments.

For unless our rightecusness shall exceed the right-
eousness of many of the "Isms” which surround us,
we could not hope io reach the high goal which God
has set for the Church of Christ.

Yours humbly, in the Constancy of Faith and Hope,
which is of Christ, cur Redsemer,

JAMES E. YATES.
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MORE ABOUT THE IROQUOIS INDIAN
CONFEDERACY

We note that an article written by the undersigned
several years ago, while we were doing missionary
work among the Indians in Ontario, Canada, and en-
titled: "Joseph's Land; Its Destiny,” has been reprinted
in the January 1951 issue of Zion's Advocate.

In reading over the story told there about some of
the traditions of the Iroquois, it has occurred to me that
since this has aroused sufficient intersst to cause the
article to be reprinted, by request, it might be well to
give « little further elaboration to some of the outstand-
ing phases of the wonderful story of these Iroqueis peo-
ple.

The present location of the Iroquois has o historical
background which has much to do with our American
history in its early development. The five fribes mok-
ing up the Iroquois Confederation, Mohawk, Oncr
daga, Oneida, Cayuga, ond Seneca all had their orig-
incl homefires in the finger lake country of New York.
The Tuscarora came later from the souwth. To Book of
Moermon students, this early location of these people
is in itself significant. The hill Cumorah is also in this
same region of New York. On page 774 of the Auth-
orized edition of the Book of Mormon, we are told
that at the last great battle near the Hill Cumorch,
many of the Nephites went over to the Lamanites io
save their lives. This fact accounts for the circum-
stance of the high intellectuality of the Six Nations In-
dicms. In our work among them we were struck by
the readiness with which they were able to assimilate
our message. In the former article in the Januory
Advecate we mentioned the fact that early Americon
settlers called the Iroquois Indicms the “Romans”, of
the New World, when discussing their elaborate sys-
tem of « Democratic form of government. There are
other things along this line equally siriking. Dr. Frank
Creme in his “Crania America” says, "that the Iroquois
Six Nations are unsurpassed mentally by any people.”
Agdgin; in o footlmote on page 131 of Barnes School
History we find this statement concerning them:

"The Indians in the fertile country of the Cayugas
and Senecas, had towns and villages regularly laid
out; framed houses, some of them well finished,
painted, having chimneys; and broad productive fields,
with crchords of apple, pear and peach irees.”

We could add to the above almost indefinitely, but
we wish to pass on to other matters. We might just
add that Bro. Harry Loft, whom some of our members
will remember when he ond Sister Lourstta Maracle,
his cousin ond housekesper attended our conference
at Independence, has blue eyes. Others among them
have wavy hair and a number of other things which
confirms us in the belief that there is doubtless as much
Nephite blood among the Iroquois as there is Lamaon-
ite.

Further evidence of their intelligence is found in the
foct that 1 found little difficulty in preaching to them.
They never had on interpreter, and I preached with
the same freedom as | have been able to do in ony
other rural community, white or red.

For seven vears, we spent several weeks every
season doing missionary work among them. We bap-

tized a goodly number and organized a local church,
with about seventeen members, with two elders, one
priest and one teacher. While Brother and Sister Alex
Weorner lived, they were very faithiul after we got the
work started on the Reserve, in going over almost
weekly from Nicgara Falls, and aiding the Indicms
with their services. We regret that later, when we
could no longer go over there, the work was not iol-
lowed up, and so when other representatives of the
Resteration came in they divided the membership.
Hewever, a number still remain faithful to the Church
of Christ, and some oi the older ones have passed over
to the great bevond. Among these, the church suffered
a distinct loss when Brother Peter Adams, who was o
Mohawk and held the offfice of priest, died. He had
been a school teacher, and was well posted. He usual-
ly had a Bible in his pocket, and in meeting the sec-
tarian minisiry, he always gave an exceptionally good
account of himself.

We might insert here a letter that Bro. Harry
Loft wrote to the Advecate back in 1934, It shows the
type of understonding of the gospel which our Laman-
ite brother had.

Ohsweken, Ontario, August 7, 1934
To the Advocate:

Cur dear Brother Flint and Sister Flint's stay here
is about ending for this summer. We, the members
of the Church of Christ, are so thankful to our Great
Spirit in sending a man like our Brother Flint and sister
to teach of God's wonderful works. We are as lost
children led astray and now we are being brought to
the fold again. Slowly and surely they are coming in.
We believe the Book of Mormen to be true and the long
lost book. How thankful we are that it is coming back
to us once again and this time to remain with us for-
ever,

Your brother in Christ,
{Signed) HARRY LOFT

We will never forget Bro. Loft's conduct on the Hill
Cumeorah prior to his being baptized. Bro. W. F. An-
derson, and the Niagara Falls saints, Sister Flint, Edna,
and myself had made a trip to the hill, and held o ser-
vice at ifs top. Bro. Loft had dlready accepted the
story of the Book of Mormon, and while on the hill he
walked and walked locking it over from every side.
Then he settled himself and opened up his feelings in
this manner:

"How I thank and praise God for permitting me to
live to see the place where my great ancester Moreni
hid up the plades of cur sacred record, and where also
in loatter davs, God’s other Prophet Joseph Smith was
given this record which he tromslated by the power of
God, and which now enables us, of the seed of Joseph,
to learn of our lineage, and of God's wonderful dedal-
ings with our people in other ages.”

At the Reserve we held our services from Bro. Loft's
large front veronda, and seated the lawn as for as we
could. Of course, most of our large cudience rested
comiortably on the grass of the lawn. One evening at
the close of my service an old Cayuga came io the
stand. He was a real old man ond hod walked ten
miles to come to the service. He was o typical Indiem
with his hair in two braids down his back. He said



Page 26

ZION'S ADVOCATE

February, 1951

he came to see and hear me because he had been
told that we had the plates containing their ancient
record. He was disappointed when [ told him that I
did not have the plaies, but did have the book ircms-
lated into English and taken from the plates, and gave
him the stery of its origin. I then asked him i it was
a tradition omong them that there was o sacred beok
written upon metalic plates, concerning their ancestors,
and which had been lost through the centuries. He
said that such was the case, and I undersicod that
this old mon was not a member of any white man's
church, but belonged to the "long house.”” He felt
badly that I did not have the plates themselves.

One striking characteristic of the Iroquois Six Na-
tions is their musical talent. They cared nothing for
jazz, nor boogie woogie, of the whites. It was a very
common thing on clear summer evenings for groups
of young men who orgaonized themselves into choirs
o get out on open spaces and fairly #ill the air with
music. They always sang the choicer compositions,
such as: "Beyond the Sunset’, “One Fleeting Hour”,
ond mony others which they had translated into the
Indicm tongue. We will here give just a verse of one
of their favorites, together with its English translation.

WILL YOU SEEK TO SAVE THE LOST?
Iroquois
Ah sa ton da te ah sa ton ka lyak?
Ah sa ro 1e onh gwe he gon
Ne ji ak te ne ne hon tha he ne
I se onh sa sa ha ha rast?

Chorus:
Ahsaya----- di sak?
Ahsang----- ton ha sa?

i te yvo swa ta eh ya tenis ten sta
Ji ka ven ro ya da ton onh.

English
Will vou go and speck to the lost ones here?
To the ones who have gone astray
Will you lead themn back to the shepherd’s fold
From their wanderings in sin's dark way?
Chorus:
Will vou seek them now?
Will you show - - them the way?
Some one may be lost
That yvou might lead home
To that bright lond of perfect day.

Anocther evidence of the high standards that usually
characterized them is the fact that they recognize the
care of the Great Spirit in oll that they do. At the big
internctional field day held onnually in July at Niag-
ara Falls, where they celebrate the reopening of the
treaty in 1928 concerning free border passing for the
Indicm, it is ALWAYS opened with prayer, and each
vear alter we were adopted, I was asked to offer this
cpening prayer. My prayer usually followed their na-
five prayers which consisted of a weird looking dance.
In short, their frightful looking “"war dances” are not,
as has been generally supposed, orgies to arouse their
war spirit.  They are prayers for protection while in
the battle.

A sample of their adoption ceremony will also illus-
frate their aftitudes toward those in need. We will here
append such a sample ceremony:

Indian Adoption Ceremony

"Friend; I, as Chairman of the - - - Nation, will soon
call you brother. Since the Chief Matron of the - - - -
Clan of my tribe has given her consent to your adop-
tion, I am charged with the duty of conferring upon you
the honor of becoming an adopted brother of this clan.
You become cne of us—you become of our flesh and
blood, of our mind and soul, and from now on you will
be welcome to sit with the members of our clan when
the great peace bowl is set in our lodge and eat of the
bleotvertail soup, the ceremonial psace dish of all our
clans.

From now on you will be made welcome to the
great Confederation of the Six Nations. You may travel
to other reservations, but I charge you that you must
first seek out the home of the - - - - Clan. That will
be your home during your stay. You must treat the
mdtron of the clan as your mother— and the warriors
as your brothers. Should you overtake an elderly ma-
tron you shall escort her until she tells you to pass on.
If you should meet an elderly wcrrior, you shall do
likewise. Should vou meet any of your clan who are
in distress and in want of food or bread and you have
but one piece, you shall give one half, for it is the law
of our people; it is the command of the Great Spirit,
the Giver of all good things, and He has promised to
give obundanily to the cbedient. And now may the
Guardion Spirits guide you and protect you from all
harm.

You will now place your hands on this most sacred
wampum belt, this emblem of everlasting peace among
our people who are now your people. And I now
place upon your head this headdress of eagle feathers,
—the eagle, the supreme power among all birds. Your
name among our people will be ” " or
“"The Giver of the Message from the Air". In our an-
cient tongue, you will be known as “Yo-re-hon-ah-we.”
and now in the language of our fathers we sing the
ancient ceremonial song. (Sing song).

And now by virtue of my authority as Chairm™m of
the - - - - Nation, I declare you a duly made member of
the - - - - Clan and of the - - - - Nation. We welcome
vou "Yore-hon-ch-we”.

I have given the Indicm name that was given m~
it will be seen that if was meont to indicate my profes-
sion as o minister, or giver of a message from Heaven.
This is in Tuscaora. The same in Seneca is Hi-we-yoh.

Another thing we were particuarly cautioned not to
do, was to ever stand for war, or to defend war. We
were o agaressively cppose all war, The very meaning
of the word “Troquois’’, is ‘‘peace”. The Iroquois Con-
federacy mecms the confederacy of the great peace.
Now aocin read their constitution as found in the Jonu-
ary Advocate.

One peculiarity in their adoption ceremony was the
fact of their respect for ladies. In taking the men
through the ceremony the chief takes the candidate by
the hand, but with the ladies, they never touch them.

There are so many interesting features of their be-
liefs and cusioms, that we can only mention a few.
So many of them dre arbitrary when considered in the
light of the Restored gospel.
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We may mention just one or two as outstanding
examples. These were merely referred to in the former
Advocate article so we will now give them in detail.

It seems that before our arrival on the Reserve, the
Utah elders had been there and fairly seeded the com-
munity down with copies of the Boock of Mormon. We
found one in about every home we wvisited. This in
spite of the fact that in addition to the old, so calie
pagan religion of the Indicns ('long house”) there was
the general variety of sects common o any community.
The Utch Elders, however, had not been very success-
ful in interesting the Indions. The Indians knew that
they had been polygamists, so would have none of
them. [t therefore became our privilege to call out
those books from their hiding places in closets, etc.
One such case was at the home of Mr. Archie Lickers.
Mr. Lickers was o member of the Indian Council ot
Ohsweken. He was also a member and leader of the
choir in the Episcopal Church near the Loft home. On
visiting him he told us that he had o copy of the Book
of Mormon, but had never locked into it. So when we
told him about its contents and that it was definitely
anti-polygamous, he became o little interested.

One day while in his home he asked me if the book,
which I had told him was the lost sacred book of his
ancestors, had anything in it about three good men
who would never die. I asked for his story. It went
like this. "And old chief lay dying in his bark house
. and because the Indion superstitution was that death
was the work of evil spirits, the old man was left alone
lest the evil spirits fosten on any who might come
near. Later he was heard mumbling in his room, and
finally came out to the rest and told them that he was
not going to die. That three warriors nicely dressed
came to him and brought him fruit and vegetables and
other delicacies, cnd told him that they were always io
live on earth and do good. I asked for his Book of
Mormon and read to him the story of the three Nephite
disciples of Christ who were to tarry on earth and do
good. Mr. Lickers was astonished, and said that this
certainly must have reference to the same incident,

Again, they have the story of the virgin who gave
birth to a child, eand because she was a virgin, her
mother felt disgraced and tried three times to drown the
child by throwing it into the river, but the child came
out of its own strength. Then the mother of the virgin
saw that her daucghter had given birth, not o on or
dinary child, but a god. This child grew to momhood,
became the GREAT WHITE SPIRIT ond went from
fribe to tribe doing good omd teaching a wonderful
standard of life. He loter went away in the clouds and
promised to return ot some later day, and they are
still looking for his return.

We learned so many things of this kind that it
would {ill a volume. Anvhow, I'll dare anyone to take
the Book of Mormon away from an intelligent Indion
cnce he reads it

Now a word about the mention of the historical
background regarding the present location of the Iro-
quois in Canada, near the city of Brantford, Ontario.

Every student of American History knows that the
Iroquois aligned themselves with the British during the
Revolutionary War. The reason for this is attributable

to the predictions of the old prophet De-kana-we-da.
In our former article it will be noted that he foresaw
the coming of the white man to these shores, and pre-
dicted the course they would tagke. Conseguently,
when Briton invaded the colonies, the Iroquois felt that
here was on opportunity to help drive the American
squatters off from their former possessions. In other
words the colonists were permanent, while the British
were iranscient.

Hence, as a reward for their assistcnce, when the
Americons won the victory in the war, Briton moved
the Six Naotions from New York to o fract of land in
Conada. The deed then given to them was for a tract
six miles wide each side of the Grand River, from its
source to its mouth. They were to have it as long as
grass grew ond water ran.  This deed was signed by
the British Crown and was known as the Haldimond
deed. The Grand River empties into Lake FErie just
ceross the Niagara River, from Buflale, New York. Iis
source is found well up into Ontaric past Brantford.

The Indians, trustful as usual, did not realize that
with the fcrmation of the Dominion of Canada, wvirtual-
ly o new sell-governing nation came into being. This
nation seemingly were not concerned with cny freaties
made with the Indians by the Mother country, and be-
gan crowding the Indians back from the mouth of the
river until now the border of the Reservation on that
side of the Province of Ontario, is over sixty miles from
the mouth of the Grand River, and the present area
of the Six Naticns Reserve is o small block of land
about twenty miles square, with the little Indiom villoge
of Chsweken in cbout the center. Ohsweken is the
sect of the Indian Council.

Furthermore, the Haldimand deed was abolished,
and what was called the Simcoe deed tock its place.
This later deed took practically oll of the Indian’s rights
away. Any notural resource such as oil, or other min-
eral wealth below plow depth was to be held by white
capitalists,  Right now there are oil and gas wells on
the Reserve, but the Indians cannot hold o single dol-
lar's worth of interest in them.

In 1923 an Indian chief by the name of Deskaheh
went to England to lay their grievances before the
British Crown, asking that the English government
would rescind the unfair and confiscatory Simcoe deed
and reinstate the Haldimeand deed. He published o
pamphlet in London in August 1923, entitled: "Why 1
Am Over Here Again”. | have a copy of this pamphlet,
and on the fly leaf is the complete text of the Haldi-
mond deed. Of course, Deskcheh’s mission did not
accomplish anvthing, becouse, notwithstanding his
having called attention to the ingratitude of the British
government relative fo the assistance given in the Rev-
oluntionary War, by his people the Iroquois, Deskaheh
wag not to be considered, as against the special inter-
ests in conirol of the oil and other valuable resources
on the Indian lands. He even called attention of the
Crown to the fact, that, because of his daring to come
to Englond with his plea, he was o marked mom in
Canada, and would doubtless be languishing in a Con-
adicn jail when it became known that he had tried to
get Britain to acknowledge her debt and to stand by
the very foir arrangement that had been made in the
Haldimand Deed.

T —
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Not far from Brantford, there is an old Indian
church. One that is reputedly the oldest church build-
ing in Canada. 1t was built away back in the colonial
times. Among its furnishings is an cld Bible and silver
communion service presented fo the Indians by Queen
Anne. We visited it with our Iroquois brethren and
they told us of its legends.

There is so much more that we might relate about
the interesting story of the Iroquois Six Nations, in
Canada and New York, but we feel that this added
story will be sufficient for the present. Chief Clinton
Rickard is the Grand Chief of the Indion Defense
League in America and lives at the Tuscarcra Reserve
in New York near Niagara Falls. The Canadian Gov-
ermnment has forbidden him to set foot on Canadian
soil except for the privilege once a year to participate
in the Border Crossing celebration. Already he has
longuished in Conadian prisons for his activity in
working for his people. He once studied for the minis-
try in one of the sectaricm churches, but gave it up
and returned to the so-called pagon religion of his
forefathers. I asked him why he did this, ond he an-
swered that the white mon had commercialized every-
thing he touched, even his religion and he said that he
felt he could be a better Christian under the simple re-
ligion of his ancestors. He is a college bred mon and
was o scout in the Americon army in France in the first
World War. We close with this tribute to Chief Clin-
ton Rickard, a fine man and a sincere friend.

B. C. FLINT
WITH THE C;IURCH IN AN EARLY DAY
By Fronces
Introduction

With this issue of the Zion’s Advocate, we offer the
first chapter of the above named book taken from the
fourth edition as published by the Herald Publishing
House in the vear 1912.

The continuity of this reprint from month o month
will depend upon popular response, and perhaps a
possible shift in editorial responsibility at the next
General Conference. Your reaction as you may in-
dicate by letter would be greatly appreciated.

The aquthor claims this to be a true life story of «
family in the earliest vears of the church as restored in
these latter days. While much might be said in regord
to what the author left unsaid as pertaining to the di-
vision of the church, we will moke only brief stote-
menis from time to time by way of clarification.

The story is good and should be an inspiration, es-
pecially to our voung people, to see the quality of
timber which these early day members displayed, and
that to the glory of God.

WILLIAM A. SHELDON

Chapter 1
WERE ANGELS THERE
The sons and doughters of Zion—whose parents
dwell in peace and safety, and who have the privilege
of meeting together and worshiping God with none o
molest or make them afraid, can not very well realize
what it meant to be a Latter Day Saint fifty vears ago;
and, in order that they may know scomething obout i,

we are going to tell them a true story, which we hope
will prove both instructive and interesting.

In the western part of the state of New York, as
early as the veor 1821, lived a iamily by the name
of Clark. They had removed there from the state of
Vermont when the country was almost a dense forest,
had built o log house and gone to work to clear o
farm.  Getting a farm ready to cultivate in that coun-
fry was not o matter so easy of accomplishment as it
is in this westren country, where a strong tsam with o
good plow and a driver will accomplish all the work
in a few weeks, which there would require the work
of many men for vears. There were great irees to be
cut down, ond after they were lying on the ground they
had to have all the limbs or branches cut off before
they were ready to saw into short pieces of such length
that strong men would be able to roll them together
into a big pile ready to burn them. When this was
done the branches must be cut in the same way, and
the brush also gathered and piled with the rest. When
all this had been attended to, there was still the stump
of the tree which had to be dug out of the ground by
the roots, emd all the small trees and bushes which
must be cut off and have their roots dug up in the same
way. There would follow o big bonfire, large enouch
to do honor to cny presidential election of modern
times, when oll that would remain of those monarchs
of the forest, beneath whose branches the Indions had
lain in ambush, or the deer had sought shelter from the
chase, would be a smoldering heap of ashes to be ~
spread by the free winds of heaven over the land,
giving back in fertility that which had been taken from
it.

The family of which we have spoken consisted at
that Hme of fother, mother, and seven children,~—the
three older ones being boys, who proved of great help
to Mr. Clark in clearing up the land; but with the best
offort of the fother and three sons, they could not clear
more than an acre and a half in two months; and as
Mr. Clark was o man of energy, he persevered, look-
ing forward in hope to the time when he should plant
his orain and gather in his harvest and reap a reward
for all his labors.

Seometimes, because of the irees being lorger, the
logs would be heavier than «t others, and they would
go o distance of four or five miles to obtain the help of
a neichbor. To most of our recders this would seem
o long distance for a neighbor to live, but it did not
seem far to these early ploneers, and they were always
ready to lend o help hand to each other, for they knew
thet when it came their turn to need help, it would be
cheerfully repaid. Thus it happened that one time o
perilous adventure befell one of Mr. Clark’s sons,
which we will here relate, for the scke of showing
what the boys of that time were likely io encounter,
and which very few in these days know onvthing
about.

Mr. Clark had called upon a neighbor at one time
ior help in the manner we have spoken of, and when
it became necessary to return this help he sent his
oldest son, Daniel, instead of going himself, as he could
not very well be sparsd from home. Daniel was a
strong, light-hearted lod, and hailing anvihing in the
shape of change, he gladly obeyved the summons; and
early in the morning set out with a heart as light as his




February, 1951

ZION'S ADVOCATE

Page 29

limbs were strong, and before the sun was up pres-
ented himself at the door of the settler who needed his
help, as fresh and strong after his walk of five miles
through the leafy woods, as though he had just left
his bed.

The task which required his help being completed,
as he was not to return home until the next day, Mr.
Ashion (the man he was helping) proposed to him to
walk into the village, which was some miles beyond,
in order to get a woll trap repaired, as the wolves were
very troublesome—coming sometimes right to the door
ct their cobins and destroving whatever in the way of
lambs, calves, or poultry, were found unprotected; but
he said nothing to Daniel of anny iraps in the woods
beyond his house.

It was about three o'clock in the ofterncon when
Daniel started, and as the little town was only four
miles distant, there would be ample time for him to
get the frap mended and be back before dark. Dark,
however, came, but no Daniel, and as an hour slipped
by Mr. Ashion felt some uneasiness ot his non-arrival;
but not being able to think of any couse of danger o
the boy, he finally came to the conclusion that he must
have been disappointed in getting the trap mended os
soon as he had calculated, and so had concluded to
stay in the village unti] morning. Having made up his
mind to this, he made the vards about his house secure
for the night, and streiching his tired limbs upon the
bed, was soon fast asleep. Let us follow Daniel and
see if Mr. Daniel was correct in his conclusion.

When he started for the village his steps were not
quite so buoyant as they had been in the morning, but
still he went bravely along, and as he expected to
meet some young friends upon his arrival there, he did
not mind the walk in the least; but whistling as he
went and scampering ofter any Hmid squirrel which
he chanced io see, he hastened on the shady, lonely
road until nearly three miles of the distance had been
passed, and but for the heavy timber shutting out the
view, the smoke from the village smithy might have
been seen. Just then two mischievous squirrels rom
across the road in front of him, and climbing nimbly
into the lower branches of o hemlock tree, chatiered ot
him as much as to say, "Whatever are you doing here,
and what right have you in this leafy wilderness?"
Tempted by the fun it would be to see them raise their
bushy tails and scamper away, Daniel sprang to one
side of the road, and with a bound or two was almost
beneath the branch from which they were making o
ropid retreat, when a foot sank in o loose bed of leaves
ond his ankle was clasped in o vise. For a moment all
his faculties were benumbed cnd he was conscious
only of on intense, stinging pain, os though of one
stroke his foot had been severed from his limb; and it
was not until he had recovered himself sufficiently to
rise on his elbow, (for he had fallen down on his face
when his foot was caught) that he discovered the nature
and extent of his misfortune. A huge, strong woll4rap
had been set, and covered over with leaves to prevent
the cunning animals from discovering or smelling it
and Daniel found himself o prisoner without the least
hope of being able to escape until help should come
to him, for the trap, which had been made strong and
secure enough to resist the strength of cny wild ani-
mal which might be entrapped therein, repelled all his

efforts to liberate himself; and despairing of escape he
tried to collect his thoughts and look the situation
squarely in the face. If he could have wrenched the trap
from its {fasienings, he thought, it might have been
possible for him to have dragged himself toward the
village, and perchance someone might be coming to-
waords the woods whose attention he might have at-
tracted by his cries; but this hope was vain, for the
trop was chained to a strong stake, driven into the
ground, and resisted every effort he was able to make
to move it. The pain in his foot was intense, his limb
began swelling, and he felt faint, sick, and very much
inclined to cry; but he was o brave-hearted lad and
would not suffer his tears to fall, even though he knew
he was alone and no one could see him, as long as it
was in his power to keep them back. He called loudly
for help in hopes that he might be heard by some
chance passer-by, but no help came and the hours
wore slowly on.

The sun was sinking slowly out of sight, and in
the woods twilight had already established itself; Dan-
iel had ceased to call for help except at long intervals,
bul he was sustained by the hope that, as night came
on ond he did not return, Mr. Ashton would surely
come to lock for him. ¢ listened intently to every
sound, hoping to heor the gallop of horses' feet; but
none came. The little gray squirrels who, unknowing-
ly, were the cause of the misfortune, come down to
the lower branches of the iree ond locked intently at
him, as if striving io decide in their own minds whether
it would be entirely safe to venture down; then, seeing
him so still, they gave a quick bound to the other sids
of the tree, and running down iis branches were soon
lost to sight in the dark woods. Poor Daniel, lying
there helpless and chained in his bondage, seemed to
realize for the first time in his life what a blessed thing
it was to be free, and he envied even the little squirrels
their liberty. The shadows grew darker, and now
only a few faint beams of light could be seen sirug-
gling down through the tallest branches of the giant
trees, whose tops seemed almost to come in contact
with the blue of the skv; and presently even these rays
vanished, and darkness, almost impenetrable, settled
down over the woods. Hope did not die out of the
brave boy's heart, for he said, "Surely Mr. Ashton will
come to look for me, now that night has come and I
am not there.” The lonely hoot of the owl came from
the branches over his head and was cmswered back
from other parts of the woods, but these and the rustling
of the leaves by the night wind were the only scunds
which fell upon his strained ear. From time to time he
called loudly for help lest any chonce of help should
pass by him in the darkness and he not know i,
but echo was the only answer which came back to
him; ond, as the momenis lengthened ocut, a ierrible
fear took possession of him, ond tears for the first
time rolled slowly down his cheek.

"l shall never see mother nor home again,” he
sobbed. "I am chained here, and before morning the
wolves will find me and I shall never be able to keep
them ot bay. Oh, if I only had o strong stick T might
perhaps drive them oway, but I have none and com
not move o step from herel”

Again he thought of his bondage with bitterness.
What would he care for the long and lonely road if
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only he were free. Then the pain of his foot and limb
reminded him that he was a cripple, and if he were
free he would not be able to walk. I could at least
climb into a free and be sale from wild beasts, but now
I am helpless;” and unable longer to control his feel-
ings he sobbed aloud, and called upon the names of
his brothers and sisters without knowing himself that
he felt as though he was telling them good-by for the
lost time on earth.

When his passion of grief had expended itself, in a
measure at least, he leaned his head against the trunk
of the tree near which he was chained, and closing
his eyes to shout out the dense darkness, he forgot to
think about himself or that the possibility of any help
reaching him, and gave himself up to thinking of home
and what they were doing there. He knew that by
this time his little brother and sisters were all in bed,
cnd he tried to foncy which one had first knelt down
by his mother to say his prayer. He saw his little
curly-headed, blue-eyed sister Lucy, folding her tiny
hands, and as he recalled her little prayer a calmness
seemed to stecl over his soul and he softly repeated:

"Now 1 lay me down to sleep,

I pray the Lord my soul to keep;
If T should die before I wake

I ask the Lord my soul to take.”

"Amen’', he added, with that emphasis which made
the prayer and language his own. T wonder if [ shall
be alive in the morning, and if I am not” will the Lord
receive my soul to Himsel,—he wanted to say, but
an undefined fear prevented his giving utterance to the
thought, and he forced his mind again to return to his
home. He saw his mother bending over her work, and
he wondered if perchcance some angel might not be
whispering to her spirit even then, how sorely her ab-
sent boy was in need of help. Of one thing he felt
very sure, his mother would never close her eyes in
sleep before she commended each one of her children
to the care of her heavenly Father. He knew just what
book his father was reading at that moment, and the
leaves rustling obove him seemed to shape themselves
into his father’'s voice, and he foncied he heard again
the words which the night before were the last sounds
that had fallen upon his waking senses; and, as they
come now to his memory, o great lump rose up in his
throat ond threatened to choke him—"T shall not die,
but live, and declare the works of the Lord.”

Then, for the first ime, tears, which were quiet, like
the drops of a gentle shower, rolled over his cheeks,
and the poor boy, though he could not kneel, bowed
his hecd ond prayed to God for help and strength.
He prayed as never before in his life, for he realized
fully that if God did not help him, there was no help
for him; ond in the dorkness he seemed to feel the
presence of o power which was dble o save even to
the uttermost, and he repeated to himself, "1 shall not
die, but live, ond declare the works of the Lord.” Peace
and a sense of security, which during the rest of that
terrible night never left him, came to him with the
words: nor did it come any tco soon.

Exhousted with fatigue and pain of body, but es-
pecially with his emotions, Daniel would have slept,
but the pain of his imprisoned foot drove sleep away
and he found himself wondering what time of night it

might be, and wishing, ch! so earnestly, for the morn-
ing, when suddenly his quick ear detected the sound of
pattering feet over the road he had traveled, and his
heart almost ceased beating as he listened. Steadily
they came on; not the feet of one, but of many; and
soon o low howl, taken up and repeated by others,
confirmed his worst fears, and he knew he was at the
mercy of a pack of hungry wolves. The fact that he
had been cought in a trap set for them had told him
that he must be in o place they were in the habit of
visiting, and now his worst fears were confirmed, and
he knew if God did niot protect him, there was no hope
for him.

Damiel was the child of praying parents, and he
had been ecrly taught the great principles of Chris-
tianity; but until this night they had been as abstract
truths to him, the full force of which he had never real-
ized. He knew that all the ways of his {ather’s house
were committed to the watchcare of God, and that
whatever his parents did, they invoked the blessing
of God upon it; but then he had seen them work just
as earnestly to answer their own prayers as they had
prayed that God would hear them; and somehow he
had come to think that works had just as much, if not
o little more, than faith, to do with it. But how was it
now? He was helpless, chained as a prisoner, nothing
to defend himself with, and his strength fast ebbing
away. Should he belisve and trust God, or should he
despair and resion himself to die?

He was youny, and life had never seemed sweeter
to him than it did then. Thought crowded upon thought,
like silver bells of memory ringing in undertones, and
above the howling of the angry, blood-thirsty pack, he
heard the voices of the loved ones at home, and clear-
ly, distinctly, he heard the voice of his father as he
read: I shall not die, but live and declare the works
of the Lord.” Then he lifted up his honds ond his
heart to heaven, and there in his captivity and help-
lessness realized, for the first time in his life, that God
was a teality and had power to save to the uttermos!
all who trusted in him.

All night long the woves howled around him. He
could see the fierce gleam of their eves in the dorkness,
and heard them snap their teeth in onger as if they
would fall upen and devour each other; but though he
was in their power and helpless as Doniel of old in the
den of lions, not on cof them touched him; and as the
light of morming came and the rays of the sun vene-
trated the bremches here and there, they slunk back
io their hiding places in the wood, ond Daniel was left
to his own thoughts and hopes.

"1 never heard such a howling in my life as the
wolves kept up last night,” said Mrs. Newcomb 1o her
husband thodt morning.  “It came from the direction
of vour trap, and you may think me foolish, but 1
foncied that one time I heord some one calling for
help. Don't vou think you had better go over there
before you go to work and see what it meons?’’

“Yes, let us have breakfast and then I will go; but
why did vou not tell me last night?”

"1 listened to see if I could hear anvthing but the
howling of the wolves, and as I heard nothing more |
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thought I must have been mistaken and did not wake
you.”

Mr. Newcomb lived near the village, and his form
extended almost to the woods, and just the day belore
he had concealed the trap, hoping fo ensnare some
of the pack and frighten away the rest; what was his
horror and astonishment therelore upon going to the
place to find Daniel imprisoned, and as he thought aof
the first glance, dead; for the poor boy, worn out with
his long night of the pain and waiching, had fallen into
a fitiul sleep. He awocke with a glad cry of joy at the
sight of human help, and soon told the story of his mis-
haop to Mr. Newcomb, whom he remembered to have
seen cnce or twice at his father's house.

~ Daniel was soon liberated, but he could not stand
alone, ond Mr. Newcomb was just starting io the wvil-
lage for help when Mr. Ashton rode up. In the morn-
ing when Daniel did not return he had become uneasy,
fearing that he ought to have looked for him the night
betore, and as scon as he ate breakfast had saddled
his horse ond started for the village. Together they
lifted Daniel upon the horse, both men feeling that they
were more or less to blame for the sad accident. They
took him first to the village, where his wounded foot
was dressed; and after he had taken some refreshment,
they procured a team and took him 1o his own home.
The cheeks of his mother paled when she saw them
drive up and lift him out; and after they had laid him
on the bed, and were telling his father how it hop-
pened, she asked: "What prevented the wolves from
devouring him?”

"It must have been the smell of the traps, for you
know we have to cover them with leaves or we could
never catch one,” said Mr. Ashion.

Mrs. Clark made no answer to this, but tenderly
pressed the hand of her boy and smoothed back his
soft hair with a gentle touch. The little ones crowded
around the bed, all anxious for a lock or smile from
brother Dan, as they called him. Oh, how sweet it
seemed to the poor boy to be at home again, and in
spite of every effort the tears would come to his evyes.
After the men were gone he pulled his mother's face
down tc his and whispered in her ear:

"It was the power of God, mother, which kept the
wolves from devouring me. If God had not preserved
me, | should not be here now.”

"I know it, my boy, | know it;"” and kneeling down
by his bedside, the little ones kneeling with her, she
returned thanks to God for his wonderful deliverance.

(To be continued)

INDEPENDENCE NEWS

January 7th, Sacrament service was in charge of
Apostle W. A. Sheldon, assisted by Bro. LeRoy Wheat
on. Elders Bert Cooper and Joseph Yates served the
sacrament.

Bro. and Sr. Denver Chapmaon, accompanied by
Bro. Darrol Yates, drove to Collins, Missouri, to meet
with our members there in service of the sacrament.

Bro. Bob Willard of Lamoni, lowa, was a visitor ot
our service.

Sr. Mildred Glasscock of Centerville, Iowa, niece
cf Bro. and Sister B. C. Flint, spent the week-end with
the Flints accompanied by her two litlle daughters.

Bro. end Sr. C. N. Denham have enjoyed a visit
with her brother, Chester G. Frisbey, of Eugene, Cre.,
who has been in Independence about o month visit-
ing relatives and friends. He made his stopping place
with Bro. and Sr. Roy A. Frisbey, a nephew. He made
the irip here mainly because of the serious illness of
or. Denham. She has hardening of the arteries, and
is still in very serious condition.

Sr. Marlon Sprague has been quite ill and confined
tc her bed most of this month, but is now able to be up
again.

Bro. Edward Wheaton and wife are the happy par-
ents ol o boby boy, born January 14, 1951, He has
been named John Robert.

January 14th, Bro. Joseph Yates was speaker at the
11 a. m. service. He read for us Matt. 25, the par-
able of the talents. He spoke of our abilities and the
capability we have o do good. He asked: "How are
you using that ability”?  Saying our spiritual develop-
ment is very important. Everything we do that is good
adds that much righteousness to our spiritual devel-
opment., "How are vou using vyour talents”? Saving:
"To whom much is given, much is required”.

In the evening Bro. Bert Cooper was speaker, but |
was unable to attend.

Jomuary 21st, our pastor read a letter from Mrs. Till,
(teacher of the Manuelite Indion School) thomking us
for boxes which the United Worker's Group had sent
at Christmas. She had told us in a former letter of o
boy 7 vears old who is losing his evesight end hear-
ing and we wrote her that we will pray for him. Mrs.
Till told the boy's mother and the mother said: “"When"
in such a trusting attitude. Mrs. Till says the Navajos
have great faith in healing by prayer. She says their
donces ore to them truly o prayer. Let us all proy for
little David Chee; also pray for his parents who are
trying to overcome the drink habit.

Jomuary 21st, Bro. R. Sprague was specker ot the
morning service. He read from Alma 19:67-72, Alma's
directions to his children. Also Bock of Commandments
Chapter 44:9; also the 24th verse; and D. & C. 77:1.
These texts show that we might be equal in the bonds
of heavenly things, ves, and in earthly things also,
etc. He gave us a very helpful sermon on this subject.

'In the evening of January 25 the Y.P.CL. enjoved a
tour of the Lighting Institute of the Kansas City Power
& Light Co.

January 28, Apostle W. A. Sheldon waos speaker ot
the morming service. Bro. Elmer Hunter spoke at 7:30
P. M.

Little Jackie Wheaton, daughter of Bro. Ed. Wheat-
on and wife has chicken pox, but is recovering nicely.

Sr. Katherine Matthew has word from her husband,
Nolan, stationed on Guam, he sprained his ankle but is
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getting along nicely. Their little daughter, Nola Kay,
now has a light case of chicken pox.

Bro. A. M. Smith of Ava, Missouri is reported doing
as well as can be expected. All others on the sick list
are recovering nicely.

Miriam Mason, Reporter

WISCONSIN

Black River and Sparta News

Our Sacrament meeting was held January 7 at
Sister Leo Clifton's home. Although there were few
present, we had a very nice meeting; and Sister Clifton.
had a delicious lunch.

The weather around this vicinity has been very cold
and the roads bad. It has been as low as 44 degrees

below zero. Due io this, we have postponed our
" prayer meetings until spring.

Sister Dora Tucker's daughter and family from
California have been visiting their mother. She s the
sister of Doris Huichinson of Milwaukee. Sister Tucker
who has been ill is much better now. We are very

happy to report this and our prayers are certainly for
her.

Sister Dorothy Wilson whose husband is in Korea,
has received a letter ifrom him written Christmas day.
He has a warm sleeping bag now and warm clothing.
Sister Wilson asks an interest in your prayers that he
might return soon and safely.

We had a very Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year, and we hope you all did too.

Pray for us ond our prayers are for the saints.

Sisters Stavlo and Jones

OBITUARY

Willicm Grant Barrett was born to John and Mary
Borrett April 9, 1864 and passed away January 3, 1951.
He was united in marriage October 5, 1890 to Ida Mae
Ocdkes. To this union was born six children; Reed,
Gus, Lester, Pearl, Oval and William, Jr. Mrs. Odkes,
Pecr!l and Oval preceded him in death several vears
ago.

He also leaves io mourn his going, three brothers;
Jesse Barrett of Metropolis, Illinois; Theodore Barrett
of East St. Louis, Hlincis; Albert . Barrett of Springtield,
lllinois; also two sisters: Delia Uzzle of Brunswick,
Missouri, and Ida Songers, of California; eight grand-
children: Cletis Leavere; John, Robert, Charles, Fred,
Willard and Pear] Barrett; Nancy Ann Vandenville; one
great grandaughter, Pamale Jean Vandenville; ond
several nieces and nephews.

Mr. and Mrs. William Barrett united with the Re-
organized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
November 20, 1911, being baptized cnd confirmed by
Elder ]. R. McClain af Joppa, Hlinois.

Bro. Barrett lived a faithful life until his death. He
was a citizen of Metropolis, Hlinois, and lived there

most of his life except a lew years which he spent in
Independence, Missouri. He had made his home with
his son William, since April 7, 1950.

GOD’'S WAY OF LIFE
(Dalton A. Tiffin)
1.
In God's great plan of pure life divine
There looms high His narrow way
Where Jesus bids all lost souls to come
His gospel law to obey

Most marvelous yet o human souls
Is this treasure way of life

For which God has given His own dear Son
The soul perfecting sacrifice.

CHORUS
Then let us give praise to our gracious God
And strive to be pure day by day
To be more like Jesus our Saviour, kind
In love through God's life treasure way.

2.

Christ's victory over sin and death
Through God's pure way He engaged

Hath proven life will eternal be
Saint’s long promised heritage

For He after sealing God's pure way
With His own redeeming blood

Was raised up the King for eternity
The triumph of God's Fatherhood

~

-

Here then we fellowship with the Lord
When bomn to this way He's frod

‘Where He through means of His Holy Church
Still leads mankind unto God

Thus glorious is The Church of Christ
Along God's straight narrow way

‘Where manifestations of His Spirit gifts
Give comfort in kindly array.

Sing to the music of “I'll Go Where You Want Me
To Go.”

WHEN?

{Grace Spring Law)
When will humanity awake to see
Only by sharing can the world be free?
Only by sharing with each other—
Only by true brother-love for brother
We weave the threads that hold the Tapestry
Of Life, into a lovely Harmony.

We are God's children, notes upon Life's string,
To play the mystic-music Love con bring

When dork deeds bring discord, we lose the theme
Of Faith and Charity—all Love can mean—

The Golden Song loses o tender tone,

And we hurt God when we go on alone
Without His music singing deep inside—
While aoll the cthers pray we find our stride,
And gain our place upon the Lighted Way
To sing the Vict'ty Song for Him some day.
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