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Ste Did Her Best

If T can live
To make some pale foce brighter, and o give
A second luster to some tear-dimmed evye,
Or e'en impart
ne throb of comiort to an aching heart,
Or cneer some wayworn soul in passing by-—

If I can lend
£ strong hand to the {allen, or delend
The right against a single envious stain,
My life, though bare,
Perhaps, of much that seemeth decar and fair
To us of earth, will not have been in vain.

The purest joy—
Most near to heaven—Iar from earth’s alloy,
Is bidding cloud to give way tc sun and shine;
And 'twill be well
1f cn that day of days the angels tell
Of me: "She did her best for one of Thine ”
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EDITORIAL

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST—OR RELIGION?
Part 6

In our presentation of the Church of Christ, its de-
cline, and then restoration, we have almost complete-
ly ignored the element of time—reference being made
only in o general sense. This is not because of com-
parative inconsequence—indeed, the texts which might
be quoted are numercus, and, when properly inter-
preted, one with onother, and correlated with known
events of profane histories, they give us a complete
picture of the exactness with which God moves in the
fulfillment of His word.

To one who is interested in full details, the fime
factor is very important, not to mention the joy which
knowledge brings. However, it has been by-pussed
for the sake of brevity along with the belief that ol
minds do not readily grasp facts as presented through
the medium of "figures”. If this information is desired,
it would be well 1o obiain, if possible, a copy of Daniel
MacGregor's, "A Marvelous Work and a Wonder”.
So far as is known, this book is not available, except
as possessed by individuals.

If we should trv o moke an exhaoustive study of
"why' o Restoration of the Gospel, it could fill volumes,
but suppose we did—the unbelieving heart would
probably be still harder, We are made to stand aghast
at the fsarful and cunning power of the adversary,
in which he may surround men (if they let him) with
an impeneirable wall of blindness. An excellent illus-
tration of this is contained in Jesus' parable of Lazorus
and the rich man, in which the latter was consigned
to the torments of hell, from which he, lifiing his eyes
to father Abraham, begged that Lazarus might be sent
to warn his brethren, lest they also share his {ote. He
said: * ¥ " i one went unto them from the dead, they
will repent.” But Abraham replied: "lf they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per-
suaded, though one rose from the dead.”

So, likewise, is it with the Gospel story of these
latter days, which is not o new story. It is the same
old Jerusalem Gospel story of nearly two thousand
Vears ago.

What, then, is our attitude when we pick up the
Bible to read? Do we accept the plain teachings there,
or do we hedge around them because they do not
agree with our own notions on the subject? Soms
statements are not altogether clear in themselves, and
in fact, there are maony contradictions because of the
manipulations of men, but the truth is there. Perhops
we may have to do some praverful "weeding—work
a little bit—but the resulis to our soul is well worth the
offort.

Suppose we make o list of some plain statements
contained in the scriptures, and as we read them, ask
ourselves, Do I agree? If not, why not?

As "in the mouth of two or three wilnesses, shall
every word be established’’, we shall frv 1o give o few
related texis on any one particulor topic.
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Do you believe this?

For there are three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, cnd the Holy Ghost: and these three
care one—I1 John 5:7.

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.—John 17:3.

Whosoever itransgresseth, and abideth not in the
dectrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the
Son.~—I11 Jchn 9.

Here is only «a little drawn from o multitude of texts
which show clearly o plurality of Beings, any one, or
clicgether, of whom we may properly reler to as
“"God”. In the name of logical consistency in humaon
lenguage or understanding, we cannot possibly think
of "three” or "two” as meaning a single unit, or person-
age (nor are we expecited to understand otherwisel.
But, in the light in which Jesus, himself, explains i,
we cre able to comprehend what is meant by “One
God”. He praved that “they (all the saints) may be
one, as we are one’ (that is, as the Father and the
Son are one. W.A.S), ond, “that they also may be
one in US." Here is the kernel of the mystery of “one-
ness”, which is really only a mystery to those who
may never atiain to it because of the hardness of their
hearts, except they came to sore repentance.

Do you believe this?

But without faoith it is impossible to please him: for
he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
Heb. 11:6.

¥ a man love me, he will keep my words
he that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings. {(Jesus;
John 14:23, 24.

But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without
works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified
by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the
aliar?  Seest thou how faith wrought with his works,
and by works was faith made perfect? —James 3:20-22Z,

LI T

Salvation comes with the vielding of perfect obedi-
ence to the commandments of God, as revealed by the
Master, and the operation of the Holy Spirit within the
lives of His gervants.

Then will we further believe:
Except o man be born of water and of the Spirit he
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. John 3:5.

Repent, and be baptized every one of vou in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ve
hall recetve the gift of the Holy Ghost.  Acts 2:38.

Jesus was baptized “to fulfill oll righteousness”
cnd, "when he was baptized, went up straightway
out of the water.,” See Matt. 3:15, 16.

‘ and they went both down into the water, both
Philip and the sunuch; and he baptized him.”” Acts 8:38.

I

Baptism is absclulely essential, and the above de-
scribed procedure must be adhered io if we, likewise,
are to "fulfill oll rightecusness”’. The sixth chapter of

Romans tells us that thus we become dead 1o sin,
through this "burial”, and alive to Christ in coming
forth—ca likeness of the resurrection from the dead.
Cur sin and guilt is "buried; washed away’’; and we
arise, a new creature, clean and free in Christ Jesus,

Do we understond that:

R Y

if we walk in the light, as he (God) is it the
1ight, we have iellowship one with another, and ithe
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from ol
et
sin.

"1 we confess our sins, he is {faithful and just to for-
give us our sins, and io cleanse us from aoll unriaghi-
ecusness.”’

It is in this way, ONLY, that "we have an advo
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righiecus.”-
IJohn 1:7, 9; 2:1.

There are many that have, and do, stumble af Jesus’
words, wherein He says:

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ve eal the
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ve hoave
no life in vou. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinkeih
my blood, hath eternal life; and 1 will raise hin
up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and
my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and
drinketh mvy blood, dwelleth in me, and [ in him. As
the living Father hath sent me, and 1 live by the Faih
er: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.
John 6:53-57.

This is important doctrine. It must be undersioed,
cnd complied with, or, “ve have no life in vou.”

But, are we to believe that we are to, in some mom-
ner, eat and drink of the flesh and blood that composed
His physical body? Many, if not all, of His disciples
took these words as mecning just that, and it is writ
ten that, "From thot time mony of his disciples went
back and walked no more with him.”

Complete understanding did not come, apparently,
for some time—oprobably ot the “last supper’. Ye!, ot
the time He told them thev must et and drink of His
flesh ond blood. He said: "It is the spirit that quick-
eneth; the flesh profiteth nothing.”

By this, we may conclude that He was speaking

in a strictly spiritual sense,

Some will tell us that in some mysterious fashior
the communal bread ond wine actually becoms
flesh and blood of the Saviour.
were it not for the fact that at the ime He gave H
"flesh cmd blood” to His disciples, He was mamii
in their presence, ond undoubtedly in possessicr
every particle of flesh and blood which was neces
composition of His physical bedy. On top of this, ]
scid: “But I say unio vou, I will not drink henceloiih
of this fruit of the vine until thot day when I drink i
new with vou (Hiz own blood?) in my Father's king
dom.” Mait, 26:29. So, He, with the twelve, was
drinking of the fruit of the vine.

To moke of this ordincmee onyvihing but o symbolic
representation of Christ's body, is to advocate o kind of
cannibalism without true foundation in either scriptural
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or intelligent human reasoning. His whole body would
have, long since, been completely consumed.

When His words are tcken in their true sense, we
reglize that to eat His "flesh” and drink His "blood” is
to portake of the emblematic bread and wine as o wit-
ness to God, cand to the brethren, that we are willing
and desirous to shown our union with the Christ by
following in His footsteps in every way and all the
Wy

This know also:

R

whosoever shall eai this bread, and drink
this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be quilty of the
body and blood of the Lord. But let o man examine
himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink
ot that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily,
eateth and dr'hk' th damnation io himseﬁ, not discern-
ing the Lord’s body. For this cause many are weak
oro sickly among vou, and mJny sleep. I Cor.

1:27-29.

How necessary it is to make reconciliation betwesn
nd God; between self and brother if there be anv
ae ,‘W of hardness. This is probably "discerning the

Lora ‘Ohdy
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Poul, in Romons 518, has
ject:

this to say on the sub-

o

¢ of one (Adam) judg-
d smnation; even so by
he free gift came upon

i

herefore as by
ment came upcn ol mer
the righlecusness of one {Christ

men unio justification of life.

lincher to this matter is found in I Timothy 2:5.

"For there is one God, and one mediator between
God ond men, the man Jesus Christ.”

A great deal of emphasis ig attached to some of
Jesus” words to Peter, as found in the sixieenth chapter
of Matthew, which we belleve has been greatly mis-
construed. Here, as in every other case, there must
be agreement with other, and oll, related texts. God
does not say something one time, and vary on that

@ subject, at some other time.

H@rv is the conversaton:

YT Whoem do men say that 1 the Son of mom am?
And they said, Some say thou art John the Baptist:
Elias; ond others, Jeremics, or one of the
prophets. He said unio them, But whom say ve that ]
am?  And Simon Peter azmswefﬂd ond said, Thou ort
the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus an-
swered cnd said unio him, Bwsscd art thou, Simon

BOIMe,

Barjona: for flesh and blood heath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I sy
also unto thee, Thou art Peter and upon this rock !
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it. And [ will give unto thee the keys of
the kingdom of heaven: cnd whatsoever thou shalt
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatso-
ever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” Verses 14-19.

First of all, we must realize that the subject upon
which this discussion is based, is, Who is this mon
Jesus? That this is so, is verified in the verse immedia-
tely following the above text:

“Then charged he his disciples that they should tell
no man that he was Jesus the Christ.”

Peter had expressed this fact in
longuage, having inspiration from
heaven.

clear, emphatic
the Father in

The subject is not,
"Thou art the Christ.”

“thou art Peter”’, but rather,

Now, I ask vou, as Jesus spoke directly to Pster,
and if He intended that Peter should know thod he
{Peter) was the foundation “rock’ of the church, would
Jesus say, in such indirect language: “upon this rock
[ will build my church’? Would He not rather have
soid scmething like this: Thou art Peter, and THOUJ
art the rock upon which I will build my church.

Again: would Peter be this "rock” who was, shortly
i soundly chcxst@ned @i the Master, sayin:

behind me, Saten: thou art an offenze unto

r trou savourest not th@ things that be of God,
ose that be of men.” Certainly an insecure foun-

The irue rock upon which the church was buill is
the fact that Jesus is the Christl The reascn that the
gates of hell would not prevail coainst '
is that it was revealed to Peter, and would, supse
quently, be reveoled to all true disciples in the yenrs
and ages to come!

no llusions about the words of Jesus to
he understood, full well, for we find
1

t

him, later, boldly proc mmmq to the }@Vfb that it was
the power of Christ
man, and speaking ;uriff‘z ,\; 111% plmg*

"This is the stone which was set at nought of vou
builders, which is become the head of the corner.
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven glven among men, whereby
they must be saved.” Acts 5:11-12.

The obvicus purpose for the existence of the
iz primarily to help men aftain salvation.  Just as ob-
viously, that church will fail unless ite precepis are
identical 1o those taught by the Master of men—unless
it is truly built upon this sure foundation.

e church,

"Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture,
Behold 1 lay in Zion a chief corner stone, eleci

precious: and he that believe n him shall 1
confcunded. Unto vou é werefore ‘N*uCh be
PRECIOUS (not Pster, W.A S/ but unto ther

be discbhedient the stone which the fu?l




September, 1950

ZION’S ADVOCATE

Page 133

lowed, the same is made the head of the corner, and
a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense, even to
them which stumble at the word, being disobedient:
Whereunio also they were appointed.”—1 Peter 2:6-7.
They do, indeed, stumble at the word, in fulfillment of
the word of the Lord: “Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be
the man that trusteth in mon, and maketh flesh his arm,
and whose heart departeth from the Lord.” Jer. 17:5.

The Christ has become a stumbling stone unto
them because they have set him ot naught ond built
upon other foundation; have trusted in the arm of
flesh (in this case, Peter). How like it is to the erecting
of a stone structure, in which the mason points with
pride to the beautiful stone sitting to one side, but con-
tinues to use imperfect material in his bullding

There is a parallel between this “shuffling” aside of
Christ ond His teachings, ond the inconsistent word-
ing (through the error of men) of a port of the first
verse of the sixth chapter of Hebrews. It is rendered
thus in the King Jomes version:

“Thersfore leaving the principles of the doctrine of
Christ, let us go on unto perfection; = * "

We cannot possibly leave those principles behind
and expect to attain perfection. These same principles
of foith and repentance which bring us into the king-
dom through the door of bc*’::hsm must be woven into
the very fiber of our being. ""Without {aith it is im-
possible io please Him." See Heb. 11:6.

In effect, Chﬁstianity, as o whole, has left the sev-
eral of st Drmmp es behind; it has set the "tried” and
"precious’” stone” aside as o thing of little worth
because they have not heeded His commondments.

Anything more or less than that way revealed by
Jesus cnd the inspiration of God's Spirit—anything
which does violence to His word already revealed is
not a representation of Christ's church, but is JUST
PLAIN RELIGION!I

I, in spite of knowledge of the truth, we walk with
the Wf\rlv, if we cannoct take up our cross and follow
our Lord, we are only religionists.

There has been o restoration of the Gospel, in «all

1

that the term implies, after long centuries of “dark-

1

Tnase things were plainly foretold in the scrip-

YOU BELIEVE?

spoke to the Church of Christ at Ephes
i

s to the Church of Christ in any age, including

ve are no more strangers and for-
citizens with the saints, and of "[be
usehold of God: and are built upon the {oundatio
he opostles and prophets (these also must be an
ge of the church, W.A.5), Jesus Christ him-
chief stone; in whom «ll the
framned together groweth unto an holy
L rd‘ ’n whom ve also are builded to-

"New therelore
ners, but fellow

cormer

s iom
ored in 1830 under divine

tought these things ond

the promises of God were verified to it in many re-
markable wavs and instances.

The Church of Christ on the Temple Lot in Inde-
pendence, Missouri, is o remnont of that early church,
and as such humbly invites the investigation of those
who are seeking for light and truth, today.

What will vou have—the Church of Christ, or reli-
gion?
WILLIAM A. SHELDON

COBRECTION

In the editorial for Zion's Advocate for August on
page 115, in the tenth paragraph of the first column
the sentence beginning, "She was clothed with the
sun—clearly an illusion—." The word should be allu-
sion.

MY TESTIMONY
Dear Church of Christ members, everywhere:

There are a number of things 1 would like io say
if the Lord, by His Holy Spirit, will guide me.

I am very strong in trm faith, though ! I my weak-
ness and unworthiness many times. But when I begin
to teel that there is no use to carry on, I feal impr“s sed
that others have burdens that seem much harder than
mine. Then I brace up and ask God to forgive me for
such feelings, for He is much stronger and will heal
and forgive very quickly i our faith is pure and we
have no fear.

I am sure, if we would cleonse ourselves and toke
up Jesug’ cross, drink of His cup, and be baptized with
His baptism, we will have no fear in what we under-
take to do in His Holy Rightecusness.

When I think I have things going my way o nd I
feel so happy in the go wﬁl\ ond doing fine, il
it seems I am tempied 11 by the ‘W’“i/% ’.1::. ]
think of th@ promise | muzie (no matter what the

ome o new being from the w
cnw::r“:[ﬂ:rc’

VVUVS, qu !

cens m

Oh, what spiritual blessings we
we let ou rw—“‘ves nfmfm upon God's




Page 134

ZION’S ADVOCATE

September, 1950

everywhere, to pray for my companion that he might
be brought to an understonding of the Gospel, and
that we might become one in Christ Jesus.

There is much we can do and always overcome.
I am very sure if we put cur whole lives in serving the
Mauster, we con be much hoppiler. When I say, whole
life, I mean just that. "Thou shalt have no other gods
before Me."”

If we study hard enough, and pray, we can very
easily understond that God is not pleased with the
tnings that are being carried on in this wonderful
lend that He created

T

I really do enjoy reading the Advocate.
been taking the wonderful paper over o year.

I have

I have leorned much—haove just finished reading
the last chapter of the Inspired Version of the Rible, and
con really testify that cne cannot understomd the full-
ness of the Gospel until he or she has read the Inspired
Version, Boock of Mormon, Advocate, and other books
compared with the word of God.

I am wvery thankful for the wonderful blessings I
ave. received, and for the opportunity 1 have had in
ng the Gospel. 1 do have a great desire o serve
4 Th@ Master, regardless of how [ might have to

» remember my mother——she lives by
er companion, and our dead dad, left
just before last Chris

shmas.

I am sure she would like 1o receive letters from

hat might want to write to her, for she is o
i lover of corfcamcnding with friends and loved
She 1 must feel very lonely at times, even if her
- chrcn do live close to her. She dearly loves the
‘ and puts her trust in God that He might always
wear 16 protect her.

Her address is: Mrs. Ella Paschall, Puryear, Ten-
nessee, Route No. 2.

I hope to see many testimonies in the Advocate.
Your sister in the Gospel,
MRS. MYRTLE HART

Paris, Tenn., Route No. 3
MY TESTIMONY
h the furmmace of dffliction, the Lord finclly

fles qwqy from my last place of abode and

et with one of His messengers, Apostle
. whose sincerity of Spirit brought me into
f Chnsr out of a darkening cnd apost-

ad Cmn‘ch Smcc I was orwe Mmore

making
Qd ’to come ‘here and

y raordmury quahiy,
i may stay with "ne people here, only
thus for.  And only He it is that knows
tmy purpose was in coming here, for by Baby-

3

lonic reason I do belong in o more industrial town.

@

The "stumbling block of the Gentiles” (their scrip-
tural confusion) is not a block to me, but only out of
intense suffering can arise a great and mighty spirit,
able to "endure to the end”. Only the seed which is
buried in the soil, may grow, and must push its weight
many times over out of the ground.

When [ read the quotation of Christ that a man must
leave his father cmd mother, wife or children, if he be
a disciple, I knew that Christ did not mean desertion
of like faith and fellowship. But, literally, I was con-
fronted with such a choice: whether I would have my
Christ, or my parents, or later a wife. Mony o time,
during the depression, when I was unemploved, did
my mother in Germony beg me to return home where
a good position awdaited me. [ never gladdened my
mother's heart again in this world, who wanted to ses
her youngest offspring. My L.D.S. wife finally also
cast me off, as one does a piece of old garment, when
I did not return the gain of the world. Her endurance
in the gospel was only so far, for she was one whose
price was her outward appearance for fame, fortune
and favor, o god many women sell themselves for.

So 1 finally felt like Moroni, whose sad writings
ended in saving that he had no friends or relatives,
ond that for 2530 vears. 1 have, fortunately, a few
friends, such as the Hatcliffs, of the Cherckee reserva-
ticn in North Carolina, a rare couple of Christ's chil-
dren, and the new friends here in Phoenix; the Yates,
Caviness cand Mclndoo families; but only God knows
whether I shall enjoy their presence very long.

Although I know that the people in the Church of
Christ are not perfect sither, | have detected a better
spirit ot once.

The Advocate is a magazine that gives much with
few pages. It brings out in plain and simple words,
like in the Book of Mormon, the preciousness of the
way of life, and I often wish to be in sternity dalready.
For the Lord has accomplished in me a broken heart
and contrite spirit; accomplished by the things I suffer-
ed. I can not become gay, ere the Lord reminds me of
my mission in life. I can not become self-exalted, else
the Lord humbles me swiftly. Hence my soul has bs-
come afflicted, and bears a secret cross. [ must thank
the Lord, however, for my continued health, and wedalth
in my spirit. T must thank Him for having shown m=
the light and led me on the path. 1 owe Him my lils
over mony a time, being protected from time to time
frem deadly cccidents and dangers. And even thouth
He laid upon me the bitier cross of loneliness ever since
Ileft my parent's house, I must thank Him that mv suf-
ferings have led me deep into the mysteries of God.
I must also thank Him that I became not o successful
man of the world, for which 1 am still equipped, and
that instead He has shown me the hard life that monv
cncient prophets had to lead in order to please their
Lord.

May my blessing upon the Church of Christ be ac-
cepted by the Lord, end whether I be still in Phoenix or
not when this shows in print, may God bless thot qrowf
and return upon their heads rewards for their loving
kindness. May God remember His people in the dov
when His messenger shall run before His coming "o
set in order the house of God.”




1 am o servant by nature, and may God permit me
io live in the days when the days of sorrows shall be
great in the land, and when the luxuries shall have left
us and o man becomes more valuable than geld or
silver.. May my real testimony recall the oath which
God swore unto the Brother of Jared, because the davys
are necr when the cleansing oand judging must take
place.

It is by the power of God that I hove written my
testimony before His face, and when my blessing
comes to you brethren, it is a sign unto me that God
has accepted of you, for never had I such pleasing
spirit of blessing toward my former brethren in the Re-
organized Church for whose misled masses 1 fee]l a
great sorrow, now. lf they could have more love for
one cnother than their slogon of friendship, it might be
well with them, for dorkness is gathering about them.

May we all pray for more laborers sent of God, for
the harvest is heavy with ripeness ond the cutting has
begun. The grain must mellow while on the ground
with a hot sun upon it

Love and greetings from a Lone Pine,
CARL F. MAYER

SALUTING ALL SUNDAY SCHOOLS

We toke this means 1o reach you that we might
talk over our mutual interest, the work of the Kingdom
here on earth.

We have in mind the task that has been alloted
us—of being in charge of the General Sunday School
Association work. Each person who attends Sunday
School is a member of the General Association, so the
responsibilities that are involved, I am happy to say,
rests on the shoulders of each one of us—you who
read this and all of your general officers.

We would rather meet you in your own locals, per-
sonally, but this would be practically impossible.

First of all, we want to take this opportunity to thank
you for the reports that were sent in last conference,
and also want to thank you who are using our quarter-
lies. We would like to suggest that all who are not
using them should give them a trial. There is a com-
plete list of dll quarterlies in the Advocate. Last con-
ference it was made a matter of busginess for new quar-
terlies to be written, which we hope will appear soon
in the Advocate listing. Your consistent contribution of
ten percent of your collections is needed very much,
which donation makes the printing of quarterlies ond
the purchase of other supplies possible.

We have learned there are many veTy active Sun-
day Schools scattered oll over the United States. We

wonder if there are Sunday Sehool organizations in
other lands whom we haven't heard from for severcl
years.

We would urge you, who do not have Sunday

School because there are so few, to meet at least once
a week to study. To me, the Sunday School is a mis-
sicnary arm of the church. Through it non-members
may be reached, who may have had their minds pre-
Sunday School

pared by the Lord to receive the truth.

is also a place for our children o grow in ine staiure o1
Christ, that they may become established in the faith,
cond so learn to rely on the Gospel of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ—which Gospel is the plan of salva
tion to all momkind, We are cmxious to help ony
who solicit our aid in any way possible, whether vou
are orgomized or not.

The missionaries, while in their fields, are helping
our General Sunday School Associction in orgamni-
zation work, which is appreciated very much. To
illustrate: Brother Wm. F. Anderson, while laboring in
the east, has orgemized o Sunday School which has
a membership of eighteen, ond possibilities of more
soon. (Brother Anderson, we <re grateful) We are
happy to welcome these sighteen charter members of
the Church of Christ Sunday School at Morgantown,
West Virginia.

Please write us any news of your Sunday Scheal
qetivities that we may pass the ideas on to others.

We hope and pray the work will prosper in every
part of the Lord's vinevyard.

God bless vou all,

DENVER CHAPMAN

General Sunday School Ass'n. Supt.
Church of Christ (Temple Lot)

Box 472

Independence, Missourl

REUNION REPORT

The reunion ot Grond Junction, Colo., is now «
memory, ¢ happy memory io be cherished and re-
viewed often by those of us who were fortunate enough
to have been cble to attend. We feel strengthened
and enriched for having partakern of the spiritual bless-
ings that were showered upon us. We would like 1o
share some of the joy of this experience with other
members of Christ's church inrough this report of our
meetings.

Bro. and Sr. T. R. Ely offered their home as heud-
quarters for the occasion. They were oble to provide
housing for many of the visitors, omd turned their bunk-
house into o dormitory for the boys. They were as
sisted in providing accommodations by other members
living nearby, and by friends inferested in the Restored
Gospel. Their large fruitpacking  building be-
came our mesting place, equipped with benches and
piano. Apostle and ¢y R. R. Robertson omrived a few
days ahead of the scheduled date, June 7nd., o assist
in the necessary orrangements. The day before the
reunion Apostle ond Sr. C. L. Wheaton come from
their mission in the Navajo country, bringing two ot the
children with them. Bro. ond Sr. Rolland Sprague
ond their family, of Independence, came the same day.
Apostle and Sy, Tom Barton arrived for the openind
meeting, as did most of the Arizona members.

Bro. Robertson, in plonning the meetings and acti-
vities, arranged for everyone to share in the responsi-
bilities, thus adding pleasure for each. Sr. Patsy Yates
was in charge of music and provided lovely special

(Continued on page 143)
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ORIGINAL ARTICLES

We solicit articles for this department written in an affirmative manner,

An affirmative article is one in which a premise is

gstablished, and evidences presented to support that premise. In all controversial articles, contributors will be required to observe the
rules of decorwm estublished by parliamentary rules governing deliberative assemblies.

THE PURPOSE OF THE RESTORATION

"Now therefore, if ye will cbey my voice indeed,
then ve shall be a peculior treasure unto me above all
people: for all the world is mine”, Exodus 19:5. In con-

ection with this read Deut. 26:16-19, also Deut. 14:2.

We note that the Lord made choice of the children
of Israel to be a peculiar people above all other peo-
ple. I would not be going very far afield if [ were to
say that the above scripture would apply to the people
of the Lord in our day.

Following long vears of spirituad darkness, the Lord
again fock pity on the humon race, and through ths
instrumentality of o voung lad in his early teens, He
gave what is known as the Restoration Movement, that
He might again raise up a "peculiar” people to him;
not in the sense that we become freakish in our appear-
: or cress, but that t might be a psople who
would get higher standards cnd maintain them. As He
gave pariicular instructions to the children of Israel, so

> gave such instructions 1o the pef\D]“ of the Restora-
t‘;“‘ through them He might be envisioned, or
keing diflerent, because of their higher stan-

r

mnfj thus, lf the people this generation harden
3 hearts, I will work « re:wrmo.m‘ion among them,
ond I W~” put do wrn all lyings, ond deceivings, and
and envyings, ond siriles, and idolatries,
S, nfl ALL MANNER OF INIQUITIES,
establish My church, like unto the Cnurﬁh
1 was tought by ms di“cislas in t“e days of old.”
cf uommﬁhdmens 4:5. "A great and a mar-
for h unto the childre

s w/u.g s about to com
L e heed unto my

2
shc:mer tth“ o

7

Ll

Cfuvﬂg and powerl u3

herelore give he@d unto m"y word

v o5 you have asked, | d I sav unto vou,
commandments, and seek {0 bring forth and

g 4 & - 1 1 P o
cougse of Zion. —Book of Commandments

t entire reve C*t;om and
y@r that vou might be
e of the l’YlOuO;Cj(—}, and
the church of today: A

cppeared to the voung lad who

to pray, he said: "This is my be-
, Or ths to that effect. He de-
o ~Y>1e” Oi 0o lc Wﬂ“

cu will ¢ Hzczd in ﬁns
z found in the 17th
the longuoge

found in the sixteenth to the twenty-third verses, you
might be able to gather just how importcmt it is to
keep the commandments given by the Christ.

It might not be out place to ask at this time; In what
way are we different from other people? Are our
standards any higher, or do we go along with the
world, doing and enjoying the things the world does?

I once read a book entitled, "In His Steps”, or
“"What Jesus Would Do'’; and in that book there was,
supposedly, a group who decided not to do anvthing
without first asking themselves the question: "What
would Jesus do?” [ have often thought of it as o very
good plan, and it might be a very good custom for us
to adopt to govern our lives.

We are rapidly approaching the time when Christ
will come to approve of, or accept His church. If He
were to comse tomorrow, where would He find vou o
me? Would we be on our knees, or in a moving pic-
ture In fuct, if he were o come, I doubt very
much i He would look for us in. a "Movie”, and we
would miss Him. Paul says: "Be not conformed 1o this
world.” In other words: be not a part of it, but be

separate, different.

sncw?

lecently, I was in @ home where the husband was
not o member, and he referred to certain members of
the church who smoked cigarettes, went io cocktail
porties, and in general, did all the things that is done
by pecple of the world, and in pointing to them, he
said, "What better is vyour church than any other
church?” 1 ask us: is it om unreasonable question?

A member of the church once asked me, if there
would be any harm if she and her husband were to
go on the dance floor, if they danced together.

Just what would be vour answer if vou were asked
a guestion like that?

My reply was: It might not do yvou any harm, and
of itself, there might be no harm in it, but if vou w

on the dance floor where othcrb were do nc*nq/ f
ould, no doubt say to you: "Well, you damce, whn
say we should not?”  Just because she donced v*;h

her husband would not excuse hvr or him,.

Again comes the question: "What would Jesus do?”

Would

Oh, we mwht lock at it from another c;ngle

the Council of Twe’we vou

i
floor? or would vou rit.,.ze
so went to a dance, ev

df:rd we QHO
ot by the Mastc
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said, "Follow Me.” Occupy till I come; I have set you
as watchmen. )

I would invite you to read the sermon on the mount,
verses 13 to 16; also 19 and 20 of the 5th chapter of
Matthew. Read the entire sermon, for therein you will
find the instructions given to the church, or followers
of Christ.

The purpose of the restoration, then, was to develop
a people through whom Christ could be represented to
the world, "That they all may be one; as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in
us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.”
—John 17:21.

It might not be a waste of time if each of us sat
down for a few minutes and examined ourselves, and
ask: "Just how different am [ from the ordinary person
1 meet; am [ living any better, or living any closger to
the teachings of Christ than the members of other
churches?”

Do we practice what we believe; is our longuage
and our acts clecn from taint? Do you find yoursell
indulging in idle tales or questionable lenguage?
Paul, I think it was, said, "you are living epistles seen
cnd read of oll men.” How are we being read?

We have a tremendous task before us. The Lord
scid we were to "seek io bring forth and establish the
couse of Zion.,” That has not been done. We are as
‘o1 from having Zion today as they were in Aopril, 1829

"“7ion is the pure in heart.”” Because certain groups
refer 1o Independence as Zion, does not make it Zion.
To be Zion, it must be the "'pure in heart.”

If we were pure in heart, we would not, in any
way, do each other injury, but we would be just like
the Master. [f one went astray, we would sesk to re-
deem that one. Christ was so interested in all men
that He was willing to suffer the death on the cross
that men might be saved; but ALL must be saved on
the terms of the gospel.

e that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth

them.”

ji=24

"I ve love Me, keep my commandments.”

How con we keep them if we do not know what
they arg?

Poul savs: 'Study to show thyself aporoved unio
CGod” How much studying do you do decr recder.

The foct that we are members of the church will not
c:w‘(fé ~
Suriice.

1 £

Therefore, leaving the principles of the doctrine ot
hrist, let us go on to periection, not laying again
foundation of repentance from dead works.” Heb.

not have to be in

world that the Church of Christ is diff
other people.

3

The world is full of tragedy, ond if prophecy be frue,

Y
it will become worse instead of betier, cnd the Lord
blish the cause

is expecting us to "bring forth and esia

of Zion.” They will be the only people that will not be
at war, oné with the other, and the time will coms
when there will be a people that will be developed to
the point where the Lord will approve. They will be
gathered to the place designated, ond there will be
those who will say, "Let us go up to Zion and learn of
their ways.” That place is not yel

Just what will our answer be, or what excuse will
we make?

"Then shall the kingdom be like unto ten virgins,
which took their lamps, ond went forth {o meet the
bridegroom: and five of them were wise, and five were
foolish. —Matt, 25:1.

Please read the parable, and ask vourself the
question: which group am I in—the wise or the foolish?

Paul says: "Whatsover a man sows, that shall he
reap’’.

It is well to see to it that we sow good seed, and
thus have oil in our vessels.

Dear Reader, do not hastily pass judgment on the
writer, but consider well, for as the Master said: "What
will it profit if we gain the whole world and lese our
soul”, and might I add; what will it profit if we enjoy
all the plecsures of the world and lose our standing
with the Lord?

I might continue, and call your attention to many
scriptures that point along the lines on which [ have
writien.

We need to separate ourselves from the things of
the werld, and be a "peculiar people.” Peculiar in the
3

stondards set, ond thus become a light that will shine
in o dark and wicked world.

May God help us to become what the Saviour has
asked us 1o be, that we might become the light of the
world, the ensign that has been set up.

Your brother in Christ,
WM. F. ANDERSON

“GONE WITH THE WIND”
By Leon A. Gould

While visiting in the home of a saint o {ew weeks
ago, | picked up a book of a religious nature nd recd
the frst chapter, and found it so good that 1 thought
to continue my reading, ond turned to the sesconc
chapter.

1

Beginning the second chaopter, my feeling un-
derweant a complete reversion. In the second chapter,
writer undertock to tell who and what God was.

cgom by gueting, 'God is a sp Y _lohn 4:24.
rned to Webster, and for that the word

s "wind”. End as the wind moves ‘apout
the -suricce of the ecrth,

. ond like , g everywhere', No
man con approcch unio h for he is wind. No 1hon
him, or com i, cmy more iHon he

Andt thig hellish conten-

& his scaionic master before him, turnad o
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"Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light
which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath
seen, nor can see; to whom be honor and power ever-
lasting.”—II Timothy 6:16.

It is too bad that an intelligent human being should
be left so to stumble in the interpretation, and applico-
tion of the word of God; and the question comes: Who
is to blame?

The Book of Mormon tells us upon whom the major
responsibility for this stumbling rests: It tells us that
after the records of the apostles of the Lamb, the Bible,
had gone forth through the hands of the great and
abominable church, “which is the most abominable
above all other churches”, "many plain and precious
things were taken away from the book, which is the
book of the Lamb of God.” And the purpose they had
in doing this is stated thus: "That they might pervert the
right ways of the Lord; that they might blind the evyes
and harden the hearts of the children of men.” And,
“because of the many plain and precious things which
have been taken out of the book” “an exceeding great
many do stumble, yea, insomuch that Satan hath great
power over them.”

The only possible way in which this stumbling can
cease, and the power of Satan be broken, is to have
these plain and precicus things restored to us so that
o correct understonding can be obtained.

The propensity to stumble, sad to relate, which
gives Saicn great power over them, applies just as
much to the people of the Restoration, who depend
upon o man-made versicn of the Bible, as it dees to the
people of other churches, except they become conver-
sant with the things restored, end ccall the attention of
the people to the gross errors into which they have
been led by the power of the devil.

And so the Church of Christ must bear a large part
of the responsibility for the excessive stumbling that
ig going on in the Christian world today, because of a
failure to teach the things that have been given to them
which would correct these evils.

For the Lord, speaking to Nephi, said:

“T will be merciful unto the Gentiles in that day,
insomuch that I will bring forth unto them in mine own
power, much of my gospel, which shall be plain ond
precious.” "For behold, saith the Lamb, 1 will mani-
fest myself unto thy seed, that they will write mony
things which I shall minister unto them, which shall be
plain ond precious; and after thy seed shall be de-
stroyed ond dwindle in unbelief, and alsc the seed of
thy brethren; behold, these things shall be hid up, to
come forth unto the Gentiles by the gift and power of
the Lamb.”"—Bock of Mormon, p. 37, 183-185.

Now, because of the "most plain and precious
parts of the gospel of the Lamb” that had "been kept
back, by that abominable chruch, which is the mother
of harlots,” the Lord would cause Nephi's seed to write
MUCH of "my gospel”, and "MANY things”, "which
shall be plain and precious.” But no where does he say
that he will restore through the writings of the Nephites,
ALL the plain and precicus things kept back by the
Catholic church.

He does say, however, that the book of the Lamb
of God, which had proceeded forth “from the mouth of

the Jew", would go from the Gentiles unto the remnant
of the seed of his brethren, ond Nephi adds:

“And ofter it had come forth unto them, I beheld
other books which came forth by the power of the
Lamb, from the Gentiles unto them, unto the convincing
of the Gentiles, and the remnont of the seed of thy
brethren, and also the Jews, who are scattered upon
all the face of the earth, that the records of the prophets
and of the twelve apostles of the Lamb are true.”
Please emphasize that “other books” were to come forth
from the Gentiles in addition to the "'book of the Lamb
of God", and the writings of the Nephites, that were to
be plain and precious.

The record of the prophets and of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb, was the first book that was to go
forth from the Gentiles to the remnant of the seed of
his brethren. Then other bocks (not BOOK) were to
come forth to establish the truth of the first.

After that, the first of these new books to coms
forth from the Gentiles, was the Book of Mormon,
which contains "MUCH" of the gospel of the Son of
God, and “MANY THINGS"” written by Nephi's seed
that are plain ond precious; but it does not restore all
that was lost; ond there are other "bocks” to come
forth from the Gentiles, also.

It must be so, if God raised up a people among the
Gentiles with whom He had dealings in cny monner.
For in every age, and among every people, when, and
with whom, God had dealings, books have been writ-
ten cnd must be written, which contain a record of
those dealings.

Thus, from the days of Moses until the days of
John the Revelator, books were written, because God
was dealing with the children of men in that period of
time. Eventually these manuscript books were gath-
ered together, (but not before memy plain and precious
things had been deleted from them or changed to suit
the views of the apostates,) and published in one book,
called the Bible.

That these plain and precious things would be de-
leted and held back, was known to the Lord from the
beginning, and when instructing Moses to write the
things concerning this earth and the creation, the Lord
said:

“And in a day when the children of men shall es-
teem my words as ncught, and take many of them
from the book which thou shalt write, behold T will
~~ige up cnother like unto thee, and they shall be her”
again among the children of men, among even as
many as shall believe.—Revelation given Joseph
Smith, Jr., June, 1930, concerning Moses.

The unbeliever of course would not want them.

True to his promise to Moses. the time come when
a men was raised up like unte him, and the things
taken from the records of the prophets and the apos-
tles are had again among those who believe.

And in the Inspired Version of the Scriptures, we
have that which would prevent (f we would permit i)
our own people from stumbling as grievously as the
Gentiles have stumbled.

Had the cuthor who represented God as so much
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"wind"” blowing about everywhere, hither cnd yon,
believed the Inspired Version, he would have known
better, and so would members and ministers of the
Restoration who must represent God in much the same
manner as he did: for in it the passage Judge Ruther-
ford used from Timothy to support his fable-god of wind
reads as follows:

"Whom no man hath seen, nor com see, unto whom
no man can approach, only he who hath the light and
the hope of immeortality dwelling in him.”

This contains sense and truth. The other does not.

Just that passage alone is worth all the Restoration
cost to one who really desires to know God as He is,
a being who is approachable, and con be seen, and
has been seen, by those who have the hope of immor-
tality dwelling in them.

Let us turn quickly to a few passages along the
same line and note the comparisons:

King James: “No man hath seen God ot any tme;
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him.""—S8t. John 1:18.

Inspired: “And no man hath seen God =t any time,
except he hath borme record of the Son; for except it is
through him no man con be saved.” —St. John 1:19.

King James: “No man hath seen God at any time.
It we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his
love is perfected in us.”—I John 4:12.

Inspired: "No mon hath seen God ot cny time, ex-
cept them who believe. If we love one cnother, God
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.”—I John
4:12.

The Inspired Version is thus consistent with itself,
these quotations from the Inspired Version hormon-
izing with such Scriptures as the following, which are
the some in both versions:

"And Jacob called the name of the ploce Peniel:
for I have seen God face to face, and my life is pre-
served.”—Genesis 32:30.

“Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel: and they
sow the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as
it were a paved work of o sapphire stone, and as it
were the body of heaven in his clearness. And upon
the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his
hand: also they saw God, ond did eat and drink.”"—
Exodus 24:9-11.

“And the Lord spake unto Moses, face to face, as o
man speaketh unto his friend.”—Exodus 33:11.

Because of the wickedness of the children of Israel,
in worshipping the golden calf, God afterward refused
to contfinue to show his face to them, and said to
Moses:

King James: "And he said, thou const not see my
face: for there shall no mon see me, and live. And the
Lord said, Behold, there is o place by me, and thou
shalt stand upon a rock: and it shall come to pass,
while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a
cleft of the rock, and will cover thee with my homd

while I pass by: and I will take away mine hand, and
thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be
seen.'—Exodus 33:20-23.

Inspired: "And he said unto Moses, Thou canst not
see my face at this time, lest mine cnger be kindled
against thee also, and I destroy thee, and thy people;
for there shall no man among them see me at this
time, and live, for they are exceeding sinful. And no
sinful man hath af any time, neither shall there be any

inful man at any time, that shall see my face and
live. And the Lord said, Behold, thou shalt stomd upon
a rock, and I will prepare o place by me for thee.
And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by,
that I will put thee in a cleft of a rock, end cover thes
with my hand while I pass by. And I will take away
mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts, but my
face shall not be seen, as at other times; for I am ongry
with by people Israel.—Exodus 33:20-23.

In the King James version these passages becoms
contradictory, and if we accept the contracdictory ones,
as mony do, who know no better, our God, whoss
“finger” wrote on the tobles of stone, whose feet”
stood upon «a sapphire stone, who has o "face’,
"honds”, and “back parts’—the God who “mads
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains
of waters,” (see Revelation 14:7) who has an “"sar’ io
hear our petitions, "eves” with which to see, who in-
vites us to come unto him (ot a willothe wisp to
whom "no man can approach’), becomes a myth, a
vapor, o non-entity, and is “gone with the wind.”

It would be impossible, with cur limited space, to
dwell upon the thousands of discrepancies of that kind
found in the King James Bible.

Christ said, that, as one of the signs of His coming,
there shall arise "false prophets, and shall shew grect
signs and wonders; inscmuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect.”—St. Matthew 24:24.

False prophets will quickly seize upon these trans-
lations, as an easy way to confuse and deceive the
people; and that is to be expected. On the other hand
there are many innocent ones who desire to know tha
fruth, but amidst the coniradictory scriptures are
uncble to find it. It is the duty of the Church of Christ
to enlighten them.

What a responsibility rests upon those of the Res-
toration who have the truth, and know it, io let their
light shine! But, alas, there are monv in the Restora-
tion who, like o skittish horse ot a piece of white paper,
shy ot the mere mention of the Inspired Version. Feor
today, as in the olden time, ''the light shineth in dark-
ness; and the darkness comprehendeth it not'—John
1:5; "And this is the condemnation, that light is come
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil."—5St. John 3:19.

That is why deceivers choose scriptures that obe
scure the light rather than those which manifest it

Some get jittery ot the mere mention of the Inspired
Version before their friends. The jitters are uncalled
for. For if our friends ond neighbors can not be con-
verted to the Book of Mormon and to the superiority of
the Inspired Version over other wversions, before they
come into the church, the odds are against their ever
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béing converted aﬁem&mds; and being half-baked
they are easily led away by the voice of every heresy
that sprouis along their pathway.

As early as December, 1830, revelation was given
to the one "like unto Moses” who was raised up, that
the things taken from the record of the Prophets and
of the Apostles of the Lamb, might be had again
among those who believe, and {o Sidney Rigdon who
was to write for him, instructing the laiter as follows:

"And o commandment [ give unto thee, that thou
shalt write for him: and the scriptures shall be given
even as they are in mine own bosom, to the salva-
tion of mine own elect: for they will hear my voice,
and shall see me, and shall not be asleep, and shall
abide the day of my coming, for they shall be puri-
fied even as | am pure.”—Book of Commandments
34:21-23.

This could not have reference to the Boock of Mor-
mon, for it had already been tramslated and published.

Two months later, in February, 1831, they wers
admonished: “Thou shalt ask and my scriptures shall
be given as 1 have appoinied; and for thy safety it
is expedient that thou shouldst hold thy pecce con-
cerning them, until ve have received them: then I give
unto yvou a commandment that ve shall teach unto all
men; ond they also shall be tought unto «ll notions,
kindreds, tengues ond people.”—Book of Command-
menits 44:43-44,

How little hos the commandment been hesded, to
teach these scriptures to all nations, kindreds, tongues
and pecplel  And some are afraid to have their bosom
friend know that we have a bock of such worth among
us! And as o conseguence we see our bosom friend,
cnd our loved ones, going into by and forbidden paths,
ond foll owmo cu‘mr one heresy and then ﬁnother be-
couse of {foilure to do as we were commaonded.

1833, the Lord

Still the work lagged, and in May,

spoke again:

1 verily T say unto vou, that it is my will that
v ou uld hasten to translate my scriptures, and fo
obtain o knowledge of history, cnd of couniries, cnd
ci kingdoms, of laws of God and man, cnd all this
he salvation of Zion.'-—Doctrine and Covenants

if the people among the Gentiles stum
forll mto error, and also maony of latter-day .3
WGH, a large part of hﬂ b cmg for it rru@’r rc\ t ur

™

, _wﬁ Lmvo Sﬁferﬂd '[hcm to %h “Ome o Dt
shepherds who "1’~d themselves, cmfﬂ

re, O ve s xcrm ds }éc*

1: Thus
ards; cme I wi ” require my ’o“k at
1 cause tne al ‘ko cease from feedi *m m z;ock;
s feed themselv
from their mow”n
————— Ezekis] 34:8-10. Cf\um
You W1U be c*mf*zcd ot ’m@

"books” referred to by Nephl when he says that cer-
tain books were to come forth from the Gentiles to the
remnont of his seed. He speaks first of the record
of the Nephites, thus:

"For behold, saith the Lamb, I will maonifest myself
unto thy seed, that they shall write many things which
I shall minister unto them, which shall be plain and
precious.”—I Nephi 3:184.

Then he continues: "And it came to pass that I be-
held the remnant of the seed of my brethren, and also
the book of the Lamb of God, which had proceeded
forth from the mouth of the Jew, that it came forth from
the Gentiles, unto the remnant of the seed of my breth-
ren.” —Verse 190.

This was the Bible.

And in the next verse, he says, “"And after it had
come forth unto them, I beheld other books, which
came forth by the power of the Lamb, from the Gen-
tiles unto them.”

In addition to the Bible there would be other books.
The Book of Mormon could be one, but not all of them.

And the angel told him that "these last records
which thou hast seen among the Gentiles shall es-
tablish the truth of the first, which are of the twelve
cpostles of the Lamb.”

Nothing could be better calculated o prove the
fruth of the Bible, which contains the record of the
pTODhctu cnd of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, than
on inspired versicn that would correct the thousands
of mistranslations and eliminate the hundreds of con-
fradictions that are found in it after it come down
through the hands of the abominable church.

And vet many would rather uphold the work of
the Catholic Church, than the latter-day prophet.

There would be other bocks, also, beside the Beok
of Mormon, and the Inspired Version, that would come
forth from the Gentiles by the power of the Lamb, i
the Lord is indeed working with and lexding a peop l{:
1‘oday For in every age, when the Lord had dealin:

7ith o peopls, they produced and brought forth hoo
in which those dealings were recorded.
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phere, more especially of a colony (descendants of
Joseph in Egypt, through Manasseh), which left Jeru-
salem 600 vears before Christ, and landed upon the
western coast of South America, from whence they
spread over the entire Western Hemisphere, and flour-
ished until more than 400 years after Christ, and of
whom the American Indioms are a remnomt, It also in-
corporates within its pages an account of o later col-
ony which came to America under the leadership of
Mulok, youngest son of Zedekiah, end o prior colony,
the Jaredites, which came io America from the Tower

of Babel, and continued until some 800 vears before
Christ.

Like the Bible, the Book of Mormon containg the
ord of God, of Christ, and angels, with dreoms,
visions, prophecies, and the writings of inspired men,
also the sins and follies of men. It is the “scripture’
of the Western Hemisphere, and of equal value for the
salvation of the house of Israel with the Bible.

And today, with the coming of the Restoration, and
the organization of the church of Christ, April 6, 1830,
there began the making of books, ond this will continus
{as in pust ages) so long as a people are close enough
to God that he can spedak to them, to direct.

i

8 in other coss, these records will ~ontain the
words of God, of Christ, of angels end davils, as w
as the dreams, visions, prophetic uftercmces cnd in-
spired writings of the servants of God. They will also
record their sins and transgressions.

"

Ameng these books, will be found the Book of
Mermon, which was brought forth by way of Gentils
~rd translated by the power of the Lamb, to go forth to
pe remnant {Indicns) of Jacob on this lond, as well
all the house of Israel.

mig the "other books” to go forth from the Gen-
srael, by the power of the Lomb, we include
spired Translation, which by removing the many
tracdictions  ond  mistranslations, establishes the
truth of the record of the prophets and the apostles of
the Lamb.

It is obsolutely necessary if God is dealing with o
reovle today, that there be kept o record of those
deolings, including the visions, revelations, dreams, in-
spired and historical writings, recording the sins and

Is as well as the rightecusness of men, and these

solvation today, as were the writings of the apostles
i ir day, and the writings of the Jaredites, and the
s, in their day.

And there ore still records to come forth, some from
the Lost Ten Tribes of Israel—and when they coms,

13
+

Feyv will be scripture, too.
I am amazed ot the haired manifested toward Jos-

ph Smith, the Seer, and the work he wrought, by pro-
essed believers in the Restoration, becouse, forscoth,

s made mistakes.

el

His critics made mistakes, too. His critics will al-

ways make mistakes.

Nooh made mistakes, Abraham made misiokes,
Moses made mistakes, the brother of Jared made mis-
tokes, Lehi made mistokes, Almao made misickes, Paul
made mistokes, Peter made mistakes, Rornabas made

mistakes. Do we throw away the good they did, their
visions, dreams, prophecies, inspired writings, and
historical accounts, because of the mistakes they
made? No, we accept them as “scripture.”  And then
we gag because God inspired o man today who made
mistakes! What fools we bel To “strain at o gnct,
and swallow a camel.”

David was a polygamist, but we do not throw away
the Psalms. We ireasure them as of inestimabls
value—but that does not justify nor condone his mis-
tokes. Many in his day looked upon him with con-
tempt. Listen to this:

"And when King David came to Bchurin, behold,
thence came out a man of the family of the house of
Saul, whose noame was Shimei, the son of Gera; he
came forth, and cursed still as he came. And he cast
stones at David, and at oll the servants of King David,
and all the people and all the mighty men were on his
right hand and on his left.  And thus said Shimet when
he cursed, Come out, come out, thou bloody man, and
thou man of Belial; . . . and as David end his men went
by the way, Shimel, went clong on the hill's side over
against him, ond cursed as he went, and threw stones
at him, ond cast dust."—1I Samuel 18:5, 8, 7, 12,

After a pitched battle, in which twenty thousand of
tre rebellicus Israelites were slain by the servants of
David, and King David was restored to this throne,
Shimei come crawling back, professing repentance
and humility, and was pordoned bv David. But in
Solomon’s relgn, Shimei met a deserved fote, having
broken < sacred vow to Solomon, and because, "Thou
knowest all the wickedness which thy heart is privy to,
that thou didst to David mv father.”

While, in his life time, David was cursed and be-
littled by those who had nothing to commend them
(but that it made them fee] bigger in their own estma-
tion), vet today his inspired songs omd writings are held
in venerction, while his traducers moulder in the dust,
with nothing to their credit.

50 may it be with all the mighty men on the right
hond ond on the left hand of traducers, as they roam
the hill's side besmirching the name ond work of Jos-
eph the Seer, and pelting his memory with unsavory
epithets, ond throwing dust in the air to divert the ot
tention of truth-seekers (with nothing to commend them,
but that it makes them feel bigger in their own estmao-
tion, and their own foulis less)—God grant that they,
too, may come crawling, seeking repentance ond for-
glveness, ridding themselves of "dll the wickedness
which” their heart "is vrivy 1o, lest they meet the fate
of Shimei.

I would far rather teoch and try to convert people
to the Book of Mormon, to the Inspired Tramslation, and
to the Book of Commandments and the latter-day revel-
ation, before they come into the church, than after they
hove been brought in by evasiveness in regard io
these things. 1 might not baptize so many, but ot least
thoge who were baptized would be grounded in ths
Restoration, rather thon still o convert to their former
church troditions, and left the easy vrey of some mal-

tent who would presume upon their ignorance to

by foulty scriptures into o by-path to their de-
It is not how many we baptize; but how
mamy stick that counts,
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THE VOICE OF SPRING
Alice E. Gould
Spring has been on its way for some time; but, oh,
so late this year. We had been able to catch only
wee glimpses, and a faint odor of it af times, for bois-
terous Winter kept holding it back, not willing to sur-
render his hold io the gentle hand of Spring.

But there had been some signs of Spring, like the
slow settling of snow drifts, a day now cnd then of
mild southern breezes, the sun creeping up o litile
earlier each morning; then one fine moming the “caw”
of a crow, and soon we began to hunt the scattered
bare spots of ground to walk on, instead of walking
on the high hard-packed ond frozen paths of snow
built up during the winter, and not yet melted down.

How good it seemed to be “down to earth’’ agoin—
good old Mother Earth!  First came the pussy willows,
then the robins, followed by other spring birds, back
fromn the sunny south land where they had spent the
winter months. Lucky birds; millionaires, all of them.

And socon, sure enough, other spring beauties,
down on the ground, as well as up in the sky! Love-
Iy little trailing arbutus, May {lowers, crocuses, dog
viclets and violets seem to spring up almost over night,
once the snow is gone.

Overhead comes the honking of wild geese, and
the swilt rushing sound of the ducks as they wing
their way farther north to their nesting grounds; whole
Hlocks of them following their leaders. Some will stop
for a rest, possibly over night, in some of our lakes and
ponds, and a few pairs will return to former nesting
sites along our little river, to raise their broods of
babies; but for the most part, the flocks, after a rest,
all take wing and go away on up north into the wilds
of Canada, away from the haunts of man, to build their
nests and raise their families in greater safety.

Then, too, from the woodland comes the drumming
of the rulffed grouse, or partridge, as he stands on a
log, and signals to his mate on o nest near by, ot
regular intervals through the long night, that he is still
on guard, and all is well; while in unending chorus
comes the "'song of the turtle” (frog), from every slough
and pond, in all kevs and octaves, as they fairly burst
their throats for joy ot having been freed from the icy
grasps of long winter months.

Now we watch, day by dav, for the leaf buds 1o
bsgin to unfold on bushes and trees, as the warm sun-
shine and mild breezes coax them out, and belfore long
all nature seems to have suddenly burst forth inte love-
ly, fresh green apparel, with the wild fruit frees and
shrubs clothed in their lovely white veils, and wild
flowers are beginning to bloom everywhere through
the woods, cnd the nesting wild birds are filling the
forest with the melody of song. Surely, the becuty of
it oll is enough to fill one's soul with joy, wonder, con-
tentment, and thoanksgiving—ithankful that one is alive,
and able to enjoy such marvelous spring becuty, and
such sweet spring music.

And as I wender dll alone through the woodlond
irails, or down by the lake, or the little river, 1 am filled
with awe. All this beauty hath God crected for man's
benefit cmd pleasure; for the Word of God tells us that
"Maon was created that he might have jov.”

And one must be dlone, if cne is to be really impress-
ed with the grandeur of nature—at least I have found it
so. And so I wander, as [ have mony times during the
vears, and listen to the rustle of the leaves in the trees,
the singing of the birds, the chirping and the chatter-
ing of small crectures; or even as I stand on the shore

- and look across the loke, and listen to the wash,

wash of the waves as they beat against the shore-
line, I am fairly overcome with the immensity of crea-
tion—with the wonder ond the grandeur and the
beauty of it all—and I feel that heaven and the angels
must be near by; and half frightened, I clmost weep
for joy in the presence of such bounty, and [ ask my-
self, can paradise or heaven be any lovelier than this?

Listening to the wash, wash of the waves, and
thinking of the centuries that have passed, and of the
many others who have watched, and heard the surg-
ing of the waves upon this shore, | am once again
thrilled with the immensity of creation, and weep
for joy to think that I am o part of it; or rather per-
haps because of the realization of how little and in-
significant I am-—a mere speck in all this great wide,
magnificent expanse of creation of the ecrth and oll
things thereon. But one must be alone in the midst
of dll this eternity to sense how small and insignifi-
cant one is in comparison to all this wide world, and
the heavens, and the heavens of heavens, and all
things therein.

Then a certain fearfulness creeps over cone, as if
the little speck of created matter which is "me’’, might
be swallowed up in all this immensity, so [ slip quietly
back to the home place, where things are made by
man, where | feel more at home, more sure of myself,
more at ease, and more important.

Yes, Spring finally came, and with it the resurrec-
tion of all the lovely flowers, and new life, as mani-
fested in the lovely, new, fresh green of woods and
grassy hillsides, and the murmuring waters upon the
lake shore, having been freed from the icv grasp of
Winter. All this stirring of life cmew, after the long
frozen-up death of Winter, seems 1o foreshadow the
coming of the resurrection morn, when even the dead
in Christ shall come forth from their graves to o new-
ness of life, as promised by our Lord and Master.

Spring and Easter! Typical of that Great Ressurec-
tionn Day, o day of jov to all honorable and upright
souls, both those living of that fime, and those who
shall come forth from their graves. It is then that mon-
kind may redlly have jov in eternal life, as the Great
Creator planned; but first he must have earned thal
wonderful reward—that peace and jov that passes the
inderstanding of man.

Some may ask, What must we do to obtain such
rewcrd? Christ come as our Great Example, or Great
Instructor, or Savior. He said, "Search the Scriptures,
for in them ve think ve have eternal life: and thevy
are they which tesitfy of Me.” Would He not tell us, in
them, what we must do?

Yes, Spring came late—weeks later thom usual but
as a result of that awakening, we see again the earth
clothed in its radicnt becuty, the fruits ripening on the
irees, the golden grain ripening in ¢ super-abundance,
answering so fully Nooh's prayver, when he said in his
heart:
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“I will call on the name of the Lord, that he will
not again curse the ground any more for man's sake,
.. . that seed time and harvest . . . may not cease with
man.”

"And God made a covenont with Noah, and said,
.. 1 will set my bow in the cloud; and it shall
be for a token of a covenant between me cnd earth.
And it shall come to pass, when [ bring a cloud over
the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud; and
I will remember my covenant, which [ hove made be-
tween me and vyou, for every living creature of all
flesh. And the water shall no more become o flood
to destroy all flesh.  And the bow shall be in the cloud;
and I will lock upon it, that I moy remember the ever-
lasting covenant, which I made unto thy father Enoch;
that, when men should keep all my commaondments,
Zion should again come on the earth, the city of Enoch
which I have caught up unto myself. And this is mine
everlasting covenant, that when thy posterity shall
embrace the truth, ond look upward, then shall Zion
lock downward, and all the heavens shall shake with
gladness, and the earth shall tremble with joy; and the
general assembly of the church of the first-born shall
come down out of heaven, and possess the earth, ond
shall have place until the end come. And this is mine

everlasting covenani, which | made with thy father
Enoch.”

And what though the spiritual awakening come
late in life to some, (even as the earth responds to the
laows of growth, to an abundemt harvest) they, too,
may respond to the spiritual wormth of God's eternal
love; and the refreshing showers of spiritual blessings
and grace, and rejoice in the fulfilling of the covenant
made by God to our father Enoch.

WISCONSIN NEWS

August 11, 1850
Dear Advecate Readers:

This is our first aftempt at writing for our social
news, and we certainly feel the lack of experiencs,
but we will do our best to give you «a little Sporia news.

QOur business meeting was held in Black River Falls
at Sister Hesse's home, in which | was elected reporter
{omd Sister Verna Jones, assistant) for the Advocate.

Officers were selected ond o rummage sale was
decided upon, along with the sale of coffee and do-
nuts, to help raise money toward our building fund.

We are going to start our Sunday School classes
as soon as possible with Sister P. E. Marquette as
supervisor.

I also wont to menton our prayver meeting ond
Book of Mormon study, which is held every other
Wednesday night, first at Black River, then here at
Sparta. They are very nice meetings, with « lunch
in closing.

We had a wonderful Sacrament meeting on July 2,
at Sister Leo Clifton's home in Sporia. Many wers
present, including Sister Tucker, who has been ill. We
are very happy to report she and Sister Bowen ore
feeling much better.

Sister Clifton was honored with a baby shower and
received many lovely gifts. She had o delicious
lunch for the group.

Also on this day, Borther and Sister John Jones'
daughter, Johna Mae, was blessed. She is o very
sweet baby. Those who have had this done, know
the joy that filled our hearts.

Brother and Sister Flint have been with us and
have gone back. We had many wonderful meetings,
including a two-day series ot Montford, Wisc., which
some of cur Black River and Sparta saints attended,

Our cll day meeting at Castle Mound Park did not
turn out as good as we had hoped. It rained hard all
day and made preaching and hearing very difficult.
However, evening services were very much enjoyed.

We are locking forward to reunion ot Lima Center
this month. We hope to make new acquainiances, and
see Ifriends and relatives.

I want to announce, in closing, that Brother cnd
Sister Hesse are proud parents of o baby girl, born
July 28. Her noame is Bonnie Rose Hesse.

Guess [ will close #ll next time. Remember us in
Vour prayers.
Sincersly,

Sister Harold Stoolo, Reporter.

REUNION REPCRT
(Continued from page 135)

numbers for each service. Sister Angela Wheaton
directed the congregational singing. Bro. Hubert Yeates
was elected to plan special activities for the young
rpeople. The days were very fulll It will be impossible
to glve more than on outline of the services here. Focl
of the sermons seemed o masterpiece, designed to an-
swer soms special need of the congregafion. Bro.
Rollond Sprague, of the Quorum of Seventy, was the
speaker for the first evening. The sermon was followed
by an informal song service.

The second day began with a praver service,
Elder Hubert Yates, of Phoenix, was the specker at the
morning assembly.  Following lunch and o social
hour, the meetings were resumed with Bro. Robertson
specking. At the close of the afternoon session the
yvoung people went on « tour of the surrounding coun-
try ond wvisited nearby Colorado National Monument.
The evening sermon was delivered by Elder Cren
Caviness of Phoenix. This was lollowed by the show-
ing of o series of colored slides by Bro. Wheaton, de-
picting his travels in the Navajo country. Anocther
series of slides was shown by Bro. Ed Mclndoo. This
was accompaonied by o wirerecerded commentary and
musical background.

Sunday School convened at 9:30 Sunday morning,
at the call of Sr. Sybil Ely, superintendent. The pri-
mary depariment was under the direction of Sr. Char-
lotte Hinkle; voung people, Sr. Angela Wheaton; ond
senior department, Bro. Marvin Ely. The abtendancs
was approximatsly one hundred.

Communion service was the climax of the reunion.
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We had positive assurance that the Lord is willing to
meet with His servants when they come in unity and
humility to invite His presence. After a season of
earnest prayers ond testimonies, Bro. Wheaton rose
and spoke as directed by the Spirit. Bro. Beb Wil
lard and Bro, Ed. Mclndoo were called to occupy in
the office of priests. Bro. Hubert Yates was directed to
hesitate no longer about accepting the call to the
Quorum of Seventy, but to be ordained at once, that
he might begin his service in that capacity. Bro.
Marvin Ely, Bro. Ted Ely and Sr. Ruth Willard wers
spoken fo also. Several in the congregation testified to
having assurance of the divinity of the message. It was
revealed that the message to Sr. Willard was o direct
answer to a secret childhood prayer, even as io the
wording of it. Later in the service Bro. Barton spoke
in an unknown tongue. The meeting continued in
earnest prayer, asking that the interpretation be given.
The anwer to this request was withheld, although Bro.
Hubert Yates testified that as he listened, he under-
stood a part of it, but that later it was blotted out of his
consciousness. After two and a half hours the meet-
ing was brought to a close, each of us knowing himself
to be richer for having been present. We corry with us
the awareness that this is but o foretaste of the bless-
ings we may enjoy if we will live worthily.

Bro. Wheaton preached at the afternoon meeting
cnd Bro. Barton in the evening. At this time the
moenth-old son of the M. ]. Malones of Littleton, Colo.,
was blessed. Hubert Yates, Ed. McIndoo and Bob Wil-
lard were ordained in compliance with the instructions
given in the earlier service.

At the invitation of Bro and Sr. Rhondal Shaw, we
assembled early on Monday morning and formed o
caravan for the fifty mile trip to their home near Col-
bran. The morning was lovely and the trip through
Colorade’s verdant mountains will long remain etched
on our memories. We found the Shaws waiting for us
at the one-room country schocl next to their home. In
this flower-studded wvalley, encircled with towering,
snow-capped pecaks, we were oware of God's close-
ness and His care. The serenity of the place became
a part of each of us.

In the opening exercises of the morning we were
given copies of the following song, written by Sr.
Evalena Campbell. It was sung that morning, as i
was written, with a feeling of deep gratitude for the
message of the Restored Gospel.

PRAISES TO THEE

A Song of Thanksgiving for the Restoration
Tune—Trust and Obevy

Lord, we thank Thee today
For the Truth’s 'Hlumined way;
For the message by Angsl restored;
That the darkness of yore
Shall mis-guide us no more;
That we bask in the light of Thy Word!
Thank Thee today
For the Truth's 'llumined way.
Keep us faithful, Dear Master;
Keep us {aithful, we pray.

Humble thanks be to Thee
For this land of the Free;
Where the riches of earth doth abound;
Where the iaithfu]l «ll band
Within Joseph's fair land,
And rejoice in the Gospel's true scund!
Praises be to Thee
For this land of the Fres;
For Divine Restoration,
Humble praises to Thee!

Since the Angel has flown,
The Shepherd secketh His own.
"My Sheep hear My voice.” Jesus said.
He will never withhold;
In His sheltering fold
We'll receive of His heavenly bread.
Praises we bring
To our Shepherd and King;
For Divine Restoration,
Jovous praises we bring!

Bro. Robertson spoke briefly and then surprised
Hubert Yates, Oren Caviness and Rolland Sprague
by asking them each to occupy about twenty minutes.
These unprepared sermons were inspiring to us all,
reminding us again that the Heavenly Father is still
able to direct the words and actions of His children i
we but keep ourselves attuned to Him.

Following the service o picnic lunch was enjoyed
by everycne. The diternoon was spent profitably in
visiting, singing and just getting better acquainted. A
large truck was filled with yvoung people and an ex-
cursion made higher into the mountains. At the end
of the day there were no new acquaintances, only o
closely knit group of old friends. Toward evening we
started back to Grand Junction and the final service of
the reunion. Sr. Wheaton gave an interesting review
of some of their experiences in working among the
Indion people. The sermon for the evening was de-
livered by Elder Leon Yates.

Before adjournment, a brief business meseting was
called; it was the unanimous opinion that another yeor
will find us plonning cnother reunion. We are grate-
ful for the desire in the hearts of many people that
made possible this first meeting. Our thanks go to the
members in Grand Junction, whose hospitaliy and co-
operation made the occasion such a pleasant one lor
all who attended. We enjoyed mesting and *wors’hmﬂ
ping with their friends and neighbors, many of them
members of other aroups of the Restoration. We me
confident that our united and prayerful efforts will re-
sult in another reunion that will enrich our lives and
the church.

Louise McIndoc.

REPORT OF REFERENDUM COMMITTEE
The Referendum Committee met and counted the
ballots on Bill No. 1 {year 1950) with the following re-
sult:
In favor of the bill—£8
Against the bill—42
Thirtynine names were not counted because they
did not record sither a yes or nic vote.
The Referendum Commities.
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