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Sweet Promeised

I have spoken by my Spirit
To my people of this place:
Promised blessings for fulfillment—
E'en that you should see my face.
Thus I've sought to lead and strengthen
Weak of faith, and humble hearts;
Thus I've wiinessed my good favor—
Unto each my faver courts.

I, your Lord, these gifts have promised,

And fulfillment shall be had
In my time of their appointment,
Filling hearts exceeding glad.
Thus it is my will to bless you;
Yeq, to bless each soul, I've lent
Grace and gifts—My people, hear you:
Be thou in My Word content.

Hervy A. Scoit

Yet far richer gifts await thee,
If you dwell in peace at work:
Go in fcithful prayer—entreat Me—
O, do not My labors shirk.
I will guide you by My Spirit—
A greater portion I will send——
I will guard you—holy angels
Will your lives and souls defend.

I am Christ, your Lord and Savior—
God, My Father, THE I AM—

If thou lovest Me—no other—  —
None of you will I condemn.

1 will gather here, a people
Strong in works of faith and love,

From those round about, assemble
Many who will {aithful prove.

Would you ask of me, “Who speaketh?”
Question thou My Spirit's test?

I will answer, dost thy spirit
In these words discern but death?

Or, have they the Living Waters
Promised you—Abiding Guest—

Comfiort ye your hearts, not doubting;
For, in hearing thou art blessed.
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EDITORIAL

THE CONFERENCE

Somewhat reluctantly, we take up the editorial pen
just relinquished by Apostle Leon A. Gould as ¢ result
of the will of the body of membership of those in at-
tendance at our general conference, which is now past
history. I say it is with reluctonce because [ feel cer-
tain within myself that not only Bro. Gould, but others
also, are abundantly more qualified, by reason of ex-
perience, if nothing else, to represent the Church of
Christ by the written word, and to ascertain by wis-
dom's chcice, the material to be used for the further-
ance of God’'s work among men.

‘Howewer, the lot has been given to your servant
who realizes, to a small extent, the crush of responsi-
bility which is resting upon the shoulders of our breth-
ren, and sc we desire to assist where possible.

This much I know: unless the Holy Spirit abides,
or perhaps more fittingly-—unless I, or anyone is a
“fitted vessel” to contain the Holy Spirit, He will not
enter in and mon must stand in humon strength alone.
H this is a mon's condition, he cannot hope to accom-
plish “something for Thee,” as we sometimes sing. We
may not know God’s will except that His Spirit shall
monifest Himself to us in very real power and assur-
ance (of which the world knows nothing)—else our pro-
cedure shall meet with: abject failure.

The Spirit, then, is the alldmportant factor in de-
termining the value of one's efforts in the building
of the kingdom of God. That Spirit is promised to all
who are willing to come down into the depths of hu-
mility, being filled with love toward God and man,
and ever ready to say, in sincerity (God knows), Lord
teach me your ways and help me to walk therein.

He who promised is faithful—how my heart sings
with joy at this assurance-—and so we endeavor to trust
Him.

I wish to give you a somewhat sketchy picture of the
conference—sketchy because the minutes to be pub-
lished will give a fairly complete account of what trans-
pired, at least as far as importomt action taken in the
business sessions is concerned. Also, my relation must
of necessity be in more or less general remarks, as un-
fortunately, for me, I was unable to attend many of the
mesetings—my employer equired most of my time dur-
ing the days.

I believe it will be generally agreed upon that we
had what may be termed, a good conference. I am
sure there has been a definite improvement in the spirit
with which it was conducted, referring particularly to
the business meetings. While almost invariably, in as-
semblies, where opportunity arises for the expressicn of
sentiment, we must expect some clash of thought be
cause of the human in us, yvet there was a noticeable
effort 1o control feelings, and thus tongue oand action.
There is, however, much more room for improvement
when we consider notable examples of spiritual con-
duct in the primitive Christion era and even before.

For the benefit of those who may not have been to
the conferences for some time, or perhaps never,
say: plan to come next April if vou can. Qur homes,
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I am sure, will be open to you, along with our hearts.
With prayerful anticipation by all and faith toward God,
we may dwell together in, peace and joy for a season—
even having a foretaste of that time to come when
Christ shall reign on earth with all His saints gloricus-
ly. Who will deny the possibility that those happy
days could be the eventual culmination of just such
steps in righteousness?

More than this, I will say: that is the exact condi-
tion that would obtain—yes, to be with Christ, to find
that sure protecticn against those things that are com-
ing upon the earth. The evidence comes up before cur
eyes in almost daily testimony, witnessing to the divini-
ty of the sure word of prophecy, as to the fulflilment,
in minute detail, of all things caused to be written by
the Holy Spirit. Are we stemding in hely places?

It was a pleasure, indeed, to behold the faces once
more of old friends in the gospel, to recognize, alsc, the
kindred spirit in new faces, in which it is well nigh im-
possible to remain aloof (ond who would?) for
very long. Success and happiness is brought to cur
associations just to the degree that we manifest love to
one another. One brother expressed himself as having
the desire to meet once again with the saints on this
occasion that he might see them, knowing this life to
be but a fleeting moment—the spirit of fellowship in
Christ!

This thought brings to mind a sad experience we
have just passed through in the decease of Bro. ]. E
Bozarth, word coming a day or so before the closing
session of the conference. Because of suffering such
pocr health for so long, Bro. Bozarth felt unable to con-
tinue with his brethren of the Council of Twelve, and
so he resigned from that quorum last Jonuory and was
confined to his home until his passing April 12th, I
believe. Apostle W. F. Anderson was called upon to
take charge of the service held at Warrensburg, Mo.
A good number of the church membership attended
the service, including «ll members of the twelve who
were present, and who served as pallbearers (other
than Brethren Anderson and Flint, who conducted the
service). Well, while we sorrowed at his departure,
we tock comfort in the knowledge that he had cbtained
sweet release from pain and sorrow, for which he
had longed, and feeling sure that he yet lives in a rest
prepared of God and by and by we may be able o
renew our association with him, if we live worthily,
now.,

In regard to the services of worship, we were all
able to say, no doubt; it was good to mest in the house
of the Lord. The bread of life came to us in power and
assurance, bringing hope of the Gospel more brightly
to our recollection, giving us a greater determination
to press forward tc obtain the prize of our high calling
in Christ Jesus.

The prayer and testimony services were truly the
spiritual feasts that they are intended io be—how oft
we neglect to render unto the Souce of all light, truth
and strength such o small portion of our time. lIs it
any wonder that He must frequently chastise us if per-
haps we may be stimed up to remembrance of His
many dacts of love and compassion fo us.

We had the privilege of attending cne particularly

spiritual meeting, of which I wish to give you some
of the facts. A sacrament service had been appointed
for the Easter morning order of worship, and the re-
quest made that we come fasting and praying in the
spirit of true worship. [ am confident the request was
heeded, for the Holy Spirit was discernable from the be-
ginning. For us, there was a large number present,
nearly {filling the room. The apostles occupied the
central portion of the rostrum, and to insure secting
for the incoming congregation, the rest of the ministry
were called up to oocupy the choir seats. The service
began at 9:30 A. M. with joyful song filling the air, and
as the service progressed, our hearts were melted with-
in us as we contemplated the significance of the Lord’s
Supper, of His gloricus resurrection, and of His inest-
mable love for all His erring creatures. What a privi-
lege to partake of the emblems of Jesus’ flesh and blood,
knowing that in so doing, we have eternal life abiding
in us, if so be that we do it worthilyl What need of
continual self-examination!

Aside from the Comforter’'s presence within cur hearts
at that time, we were blessed with an outward mani-
festation of His nearness in that the gift of tongues was
given. As the written word of God bears the evidence of
it's own divinity, so also should that which purports to
be His word coming by way of direct revelation in
these last days—and sc it did. In this instonce, there
was the unfaltering delivery which we may expect of
God's counsel. In the interpretation, there was edifi-
cation—we were told that we had walked at too great
a distonce from Him (can it be doubted?)—and through
that medium, two were called to fill vacancies in the
quorum of twelve. Several have testified as to their
certainty of it's divinity-—"In the mouth of two or three
witnesses shall every word be established.” Of course,
we are sure that the passing of time will reveal the
merit of all things, and we know, too, many errors have
been foisted upon men to the detriment of the Latter
Day work, and perhaps, for that reason, we have be-
come overly cauticus. This, too, has been detrimental.
The need of that childlike faith commonded by the
Master and shown by fruitful lives of righteousness,
is ot once apparent. In such living, we will not be
deceived, for we will know the voice of the Good Shep-
herd, and no other will we follow. Direct revealment
from God is the very foundation stone of the Restora-
tion Movement—we must be careful not to put our-
selves beyond the leadings of the Spirit, otherwise we
perish.

-«

As may be expected, the spirit of opposing power
was also present claiming deception was being per-
petrated. I pray that all our hearts may be softened
thit we may be very sure of the spirit that directs our
thoughts.

Many other things might be said, mostly encourag-
ing, but with the good reports which will go with those
who attended the conference, perhaps we have said
enough.

Let us lay hold upon the precicus promises of our
Lerd, and pursue with foith, and all the diligence of our
soul, the course we may have to run in the conference
vear ahead.

WILLIAM A. SHELDON
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CORRECTION

We are glad for the correction of the Editor of the
T. M. for his Criticism of the letter of the priesthood in
the October Advocate, on page 156, 2nd column, 12th
paragraph.

Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Fifth Edition. It
should read.

Father: The Supreme Being and Creator; God. An
originator; source or prototype.

This is on page 364.
On page 948, it reads thus.

Son: Human male considered with reference to his
parent or either of them.

2 a. A male descendant,

3. {Cap) Jesus Christ, esp. As the second person of
the Trinity; as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Therefore it could not be a forgery but just a mis
terke,

CORRECTION

A correction for the March Advocate, in the Articls
of the TEMPLE LOT DECISION, on page 46, 2nd column,
st poragraph and 15th line, instead of Reorganized
Church, # should read: Defendant Church.

Independence, Mo.
April 24, 1950
Editor of Zion's Advocate
Dear Bro. Sheldon:

Attached hereto are a few reports presented ot this
last conference. Normally, due to their handling in the
oonterence, and the method we must follow in reporting
the affirmative action, these reports would be general-
ly unavailable to the readers of the Advocate.

It is my opinion that these reports contain material
that will be of great interest, especially to members
ond frisnds of the Church of Christ. Therefore, I am
submitting them to you in hopes that there may be
space for them in forthcoming issues of the Advocate.

Yours in the service of Christ,
Forest E. Maley, General Church Secretary

MINISTERIAL REPORT
Of Apostle B. C. Flint

To the Conference Assembled:
Greetings:

In giving as brief a report as possible, 1 will say
that as « result of my hospital experience of a vear
ago, I was unable to get into the feld as soon after con-
ferencer as 1 had desired io do. Therefore, 1 will not

give o detalled report of everything that was done.

We left home late in June. We visited scoitersd
members in Centerville, and Lamocni, in lowa. Also
some scattered points in Wisconsin.

We held services at Newton, lowa; Montfort, Lan-
caster, Sparta, Black River Falls, Milwaukee, and Ra-
cine Wiscensin, We also ran owver to Minneapolis
while we were near the border of the Staie of Minne-
scta. At the request of the Minneapolis folks we stayed
a few days and preached « few sermons for them.

The outstanding event of the season was o reunion
that was held ot Lima Center, Wisconsin, At this
place we have just Elder Rollo Addie, and his wife.
These fine fclks are highly respected in that litlle
village, and while we were visiting them in 1948, they
said they were feeling thsir isolation, and wondered
i#f Lima Center was not centrally enough located that it
might be a good place for a reunion of the whole stcte.
Bro. Addie said they had a commodious village hall
that had always been made available fer any kind of
religious service. We toock the matter up with the
membership in the various locals, and the general
cpinion was that such an endecver should be made,
S0 we announced it among the locals, and Bro. Addie
wrote a letter to the Advocate, extending an invitction
to all to attend. We accordingly made arrangements
for the meeting, when just at the last moment, when
the Town Boord learned who was to hold these meet-
ings, they gave us a cold turn down., Well, Sister Flint
and I were already on the ground, and were about to
give up the project, when a neighbor lady of the Addies
called them up, and asked why we did not use their
unused United Brethren, church. It seems that this con-
gregation had become about a thing of the past and
that only three cld ladies remcained, and meetings had
not been held in the church for a number of years. It
seemed that the Lord thus made manifest His approval
of the project by thus raising up this splendid opening.
The church, while old, was equipped with everything
necessary for our meetings, such as piono, song bocks,
and with aisles end rostrum nicely carpeted; in short,
cam ideal place for our reunicn. The treciment we Te-
ceived from the citizens in general spoke well for the
high regard that is held for Brother emnd Sister Addie.
We had saints from Montfort, Black River Falls, Milwau-
kee, and Elkhorm. There would have been many more
from such places as Sparta, and Racine, but there was
a polio scare raging in those places. Lima Center be-
ing only about fifty miles from Milwaukee, the folks
there did much to make the reuniion o success by driv-
ing back and forth, and bringing supplies of food, etc.,
for the three days association. Brother and Sister An-
derson from Independence, wene able io attend and
gave very valuable assistonce. Bro. Anderson gave a
very good aocount of his experience there, in o recent
Adwvocate.

‘We micht add that Bro. Addie has a very large old
fashioned house with eighteen rooms in it, so that they
were able to furnish sleeping quarters for all who came.

At Sparta, we had one baptism with a number of
others in prospect. There are also some prospects in
Montiort. We feel that the reunion we have mentioned
was o long step to future progress, judging from the
enthusiasm that prevailed over the good spirit that we
enjoved, cnd the urgent request that we hold another
reunion in 1950. For this o reunion commitiee was ap-
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pointed. Of course, with no permcment place where
we carnr hold cnother such reunion, outside of Bro.
Addie's commodicus quarters for sleeping, we may not
be able to held another reunion. However, we cre
praying and planning to that end. There is always the
posibility that enemies of the latter day work may
succeied, before we want to meet agaoin, to so poison
the minds of the good sisters who tendered us the use
of their church building, that it might be denied us this
coming yedar.

Hopetfully in the cause of Christ,
B. C. FLINT

MINISTERIAL REPORT
Independence, Mo.
April 10, 1950
To the Church of Christ
In Conference Assembled
Independence, Missouri
Dear Brothers and Sisters:

As your missionary appointed to labor among the
various tribes of the American Indians, 1 wish to present
the report of our activities in that field. And in mok-
ing this meport, I would do injustice to my companion
and fellow worker in this field if tribute was not at this
time paid to my wife Sister Angeld Wheaton, who
accompanied me into every region and part of the
country in which we labored.

Following the 1949 conference, plans were made o
take a considerable amount of fcrm machinery, hr-
ness, clothing and other supplies to the Navajo Indians,
among whom we had labored and administered relief
during the terrible winter preceeding that conference.
On this trip we were accompanied by Bro. Alma O.
Frisbey, who proved to be a good helper, and to whom
these Navajo people took o great liking. These supplies
were received with joy by these people, and they did
that which they had never done for another missionary,
called a special meeting to honor us ond the Chuch
for the efforts made to relieve their burdens, and s o
result of this farm equipment they later told us that they
had a supply of additional food that they never would
hawe had without your help. Three trips were made o
the Southwest during the yvear, and each time we could
see improvement in our relationships with them. All
preaching to them had to be done through on interpre-
tor, and our Navajo Brother Edward Cowboy, who was
with us last conference, proved to be o very capable
cne. We had considerable opposition from the sec-
tarion people in the locdlity in which we labored, but
Edward was equal to all their efforis to frustrcte our
work, and gave them to understemd that of all the peo-
rle who had come among them as church workers
they preferred the Church of Christ. We introduced
the Book of Mormon there for the first time, (that is on
that part of the reservation known as the Pinehaven
District.) As much as we regret to say it, the most
contemptible opposition came in the form of «
vicious, libelous attack upon the church and curselves
from one of our own recalcitrant members, who at the
present time is engaged in one of the most unholy and
unchristion works of slander that com only be equal
to the persecutions of the church in the early days of

the Restoration. However, these Navajos had discern-
ment encugh to know that his charges did not check
with the work we are doing among them in which the
signs followed, by which this church not only provided
relief for their distress but their sick was healed, by the
power of God through administration and laving on of
hands. It would have done the hearts of all in this
conference good to have been in aftendonce at a prayer
service of the local Independence Church of Christ
last December, when Edward Cowboy bore his testi-
monyy and pledged his life to Christ and the work of
this Church. We look forward to seeing the work in
that locality go forward until a mission can be fully es-
tablished.

Our work was not confined alone to our beloved
friends in the Pinehaven area. We have dlso a fine
interest in the Mamulite Monnument area also, and «
staunch friend in the teacher of the school there, with
whom several of you have corresponnded.  Through Ed-
ward we have made « start among the Zuni people
south of the Navajo reservation, and at a later date we
formed an acquaintance with the Governor of Zuni
when we attenided the Congress of American Indicms
which convened at Rapid City, South Dakota, and we
have a date with him o come to old Zuni this coming
summer and bring our message to them. From this
Rapid City contact we made an acquaintance with rep-
resentatives of over thirty tribes from various parts of
the United States, and through fireside tolks and pres-
entment of the Restoration story, openings await us in
Moentana, Utah and other places, as far away from
there as Minnesola and Wisconsin. We made numer-
ous contacts with the Sioux Indions, and hope to en-
large upon our work among them ot o later date.  An
opening among the Six Nations in Ganada also awaits
us.

Continuing our work we made an extended trip to
various reservations in the Dakotas, Minnesota, Wis-
consin, Canada, New York State and into the State of
Rhede Island. Becouse of the insidious work of the
zealot, above referred to, much of our work in the east
of four vears ago has been undermined, but cur friend-
ship for the Narragonsett people has not dimmed, their
misunderstanding of our work is caused by erstwhile
friends, who in time will be fully manifest to their ever-
losting shame and regret. In this report it will be im-
possible for us to go into all the detaoils of our work.
Sufficient fo say, that in spite of the indifference of
some, and the outright opposition of others, we wish 1o
affirm that there is a great work to be performed NOW,
and every available marn should be enlisted in helping
carry our message to this part of the House of Ismoel
We find everywhere we go a growing interest in the
Book of Mormon among them. Thev hesitate to accept
it mnostly because of the Utah Church’s doctrine of poli-
gamy that the sectariom ond Coatholic Church like to
associate with the Book of Mormon. Once we are able
to breck dowmn this feeling, cand it is brecking down,
then cur efforts become more fruitful, and we see the
hoep of these people accepting the true docirine of the
Restoration.  For special work with the Indion people
we have prepared two tracts, one of which has been
printed and distributed by the hundreds oll over the
United States and! Conada among these pecple. The
cther on the question of poligamy as it relates to the

e
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Book of Mcormon has been mimeographed and like-
wise distributed, and we are hoping to see it in print
befcre long.

*

At the League of Naiions Pan American Indion
convention in Emporia, Kansas [ was selected as the
chaplain for the coming year, in recognition ¢f the werk
this church has dene for the Indians during the year.
This organization has members in all of the Americas,
and is maoking an effort to weld a bond between the
various tribes which in the United States alone approxi-
mates 750,000 members.

During the vear we presenied: the petition formu-
latedl at the April 1949 conference to the President of
the United States in the interests of the Navajo and
Hepi psople, to which we received a friendly response.
We had during the year two other occasions on which
to communicate with him and in each case his re-
sponse was warm ond helpful. These efforis were ap-
preciated,by the Navajo and Hopi people, and as the
result of our efforts along with cther organizations pro-
vision has been made for o 10 yvear plan of rehabilite-
tion among them which will go far toward relieving the
present distressing conditicns in the Southwest if prop-
erly administered. Here again we have had the oppe-
sition ©f the brother above referred to in which he at-
tempted to interfere by writing the President and giving
him an unfavorcable impression of this church.

From the many contacts we have made during the
vear, in which we had opporiunily 'to talk with the
lecding men of the various iribes of Indians, we con
say with assurance that thers is on awakening oll
aglong the line of spiritual things that are favorable to
the restoration. We find them turning oway to a large
extent from Catholicism cnd some of the reformation
churches, who have robbed them in maony instomces
of meons which otherwise might have relieved much of
the misery that exists among them today. On one res-
ervation alone, where there were approximately 11,000
members of the tribe, one church took $60,000 per vear
for ten years, and the iribal chiefs had to toke steps
through the Indian Department io stop this raid on
their funds. We find rumors of similar conditions else-
where, ond such conditicnis need to be corrected.

During the vear we rsceived considerable help
from the relief orgomization of the Reorganized Church
in the way of clothing and shoses. One class of their
Sunday School donated o dozen or more copies of the
Book of Mommon for free distribution, for which we ex-
tend thomks to Elder Hubert Case, who sponscred it
In all we were able to arrange for and distribute close
to three tons of supplies among the Navajos alone,
and on other occasions left trailer loads of relief on
other reservations which we collected on the way from
among our local churches who wanted to help with the
Indion work. We fraveled o distomce of over 25,000
miles over the nation to become acguainted with these
paonle, and we believe thot much good has been ac-
accomplished, ond it sfrengthens ocur beliel that the
time is ot hand for accomplishing great work among
hern.

Space will not permit going into detail on this sub-
ject, but we believe that sufficient has been set before
vou o give you an idea of the greciness of the task that
We thank the membershin every-

lies before us.

where for their fine co-operation, and assistance along
the way. Without such help our efforts would not have
accomplished the gocd that was accomplished. Yet in
spite of all the generous help received from the church,
we have drawn heavily on our personal funds to help
carry on.

We have found joy in our wcik, and the fact thaot
God has blessed our effort. In addition to our own mis-
sicn we did much to sirengthen the saints along the
way, making new openings not ¢f the Indian field, end
carried cut twe special assignments given us by the
Twelve, in the interests of the church. If it be the will
of the church we are ready and desirous of continuing
our labors in the Indian field.

Most sincerely yours,

Clarence L. Wheaton

MINISTERIAL REPORT:

To the Minister's Conference, Gresting:

In harmony with the action of conference requiring
written reports, [ herewith submit the following:

During the conference yvear I have baptized 4-—one
at the Bemidji Reunion, and three in Michigan; con-
firmed 2, and assisted in confirming 2.

In Michigan I found a condition of almest unparal-
led departure from the faith exisiting, centering in Flint,
where the one person God heresy had been festering for
more than ten vears, and was beginning to exercise a
spirit of intolerance, cnd dominance’ over the entire
state membership. My time from early October until
the last of March was spent largely in counselling the
local elders omd members in the application of the
Rules of Jurisprudence, in dealing with offenders, and
the necessary court procedure o bring about an adr
justment of these matters.

As o result of their efforts, twenty have been ex-
pelled by court acticn (including five elders and two
priests); five more hove withdrown from the church by
their own request,—two of whom are elders, making o
total loss to the church, as of this date of twenty-five
members. While this will appear on the records as a
numeri¢al loss, I am of the humble opinion that the
tuture will vindicate the belief of many that it is o dis-
tinct spiritual gain.

On the other hand, to offset this numerical loss, there
has been a numerical gain of 4 by baptism, (three at
Maple City, and one ot Muskegon), and twenty-one
received by transfer from the Recrgomization, miking
a total of twenty-five. Two of these transfers were o
Flint ofter the final court action held at that place.
Four others have signified their desire to be baptized
ot an cpportune time.

One elder has also voluntarily surrendered his Ii-
cense, but did not request his name removed from the
records.

One local was orgonized June 19 at Maple City,
with 24 charter members, one having been added by
transfer since, with Elder Peter Price as Pastor.
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The work has been revived at Grand Rapids, with
Elder Ben J. Bowman in charge.

The Belding Local has been discontinued, as a re-
sult of some moving away, and cothers being involved
in heresy, till not enough remain to form a local.

Repeated visits were made to all the vanious con-
greaations, Maple City, Sand Lake, Grand Rapids, Wy- .
andotte and Flint, to encourage and strengthen the
membership, as well as at Muskegon, where I made
my headguarters.

The general outlook for increased missionary acti-
vity is hopeful, for the coming year, and the expressed
desire of the local ministry in all these places, is for a
more zealous effort in pushing the missionary work
forward.

The grecter portion of my field was left untouched,
the time being ioo limited, and the demaonds too grect,
to get into the northeastern states.

Heaving need of assistance outside of organized ter-
ritory, I asked Brother B. A. Winegar to come to Michi-
gen and lend a hand, which he did, arriving shortly
after Thomksgiving, and remaining throughout the bal-
ance of the conference year. He rendered valuable as-
sistance, in conducting necessary labor preliminary to
a court tricl outside of organized territory; and in one
local, on another case, acted as member of the court.
He was alsc associated with me in all my missionary
labers through the winter months and made a valuable
contribution o the cause.

‘1 express my appreciation to the local priesthood
throuchout the state, one and all, who so valiantly met
the need of the hour; alsc to members ond iriends
in other siates who coniributed comfort and assistance
to aocomplish the work that will bring about, we corr
fidently believe, hope ond pray, a brighter day for the
Church of Christ in Michigan.

Your co-laborer,
LEON A. GOULD,

Missionary in Charge of Michigan and the
Nertheastern States.

Dated April 6, 1950

MINISTERIAL REPORT

Belleville, lllinois
April 7, 1850

TO THE QUORUM OF TWELVE AND
GENERAL CONFERENCE ASSEMBLED.

GREETINGS:

I #ind that I will not be dable to aitend Conference
this vear, due to the fact that I have other matiers de-
memding my attention, which I am sure is of more im-
porance than my presence at Conference, so for as the
interests of the Church are concemed. One of these is
an Easter Contata that our litile group will give ihis
Sunday. This is something never even dreamed of as
possible just a few months ago, because of the number
required for the cast, ond the whole thing is depending

on me for its success. Then immediately fcllowing this
there are other things that require my personal atten-
tion, which ] am sure should not be permitied to pass
by. 1 weculd very much like io enjoy your comrade-
ship during the Conlerence pericd, but guess it is some-
thing I will have to waive. So I am writing this com-
munication in the nature of a report to the Conference,
and as a statement of things I feel I should express to
you.

During the past vear, since our last Conference, [
have been very busy in the church work, because it
was so screly needed in this locality, cas elsewhere,
where | have interested myself. Just a few months cgo
it appeared doubtful that we would be able to main-
tain cur ‘foothold” where we have our little branch, but
1 diecided upon: an intensive and unusual line of work,
which has worked wonders for us. [ proceeded to go
right intoc the homes of people in that locality, and
wherever | could get to them elsewhere, with a request
that 1 be permitted to come in and tell them the story
of our church, its origin, efc., and leaving with them «
facsimile of the plates from which the Book of Mormon
was translated, of abowt one-third the supposed size
of the plates placed in the honds of Joseph Smith.
These are put up in such oan atiractive way that they
appeal to those approached and an interest is crected
in them. [ then started a Bock of Mormon class in
place of the Bible class I previously had in the Sundary
Schocl. This begam to bring out people interested to
know abort the Bock of Mormon, and caused to be
brought out to our Sunday School increased numbers
of children that came with the grown-ups, until our ot
tendance grew from o cone-time number of 9 up to what
it is todiry, when last Sunday we had 40 in aftendance,
with several absent who usudlly attend. We formerly
had 50 chairs in our little building, but had to purchase
a dozen more this past week, for fear we will not have
enough to seat all those present much longer, as we
have been growing 2 io 3 each Sunday. [ had to
change my Book of Mormeon class from Sunday to
Wednesday evening, so even members of our church
who had never had an opportunity to study the Bock of
Mormon could be in the class. We now even have
some children cttending our class. We had 21 in the
class the last time we met. This is what has enabled
us to put on the Easter cantata, and the children are
drecdy demanding that we put on a Christmas play
this foll. I think those who have recently visited our
little bromeh have been able to recognize the good re-
sults being accomplished. Thers is no doubt in my
mind that the “tield” is now tipe to thrust in the sickle
and reap the Lord’s harvest.

Part of this success has been due to the idet that |
came into possession, as a loan, of a very large, ex-
tensive, Book of Mormon map, 54 inches wide by 90
indhes long. A person not having seen one like it
hardly can comprehend the great worth it is to our pec
ple as a help in bringing the story of the Book of Morm-
on io the people. [t is simply magnificent. [t gives the
locations cnd names of the various cities as they were
known in Book of Mormon iimes, together with the
great roads, ruins, etc., dll throughout Ceniral, South
cnd North America, along with the locations of the
various couniries of those Anclent people, such as the
Land of Nephi, that of Nephi-lehi, Zarahelma, Deso-
lotion, the Land North, eic.; the routes of travel as those
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people moved northward up to the place of their final
downfall; the places where they landed when they first
arrived in this country, etc. [t shows the location of the
City of Moroni Nephihah, et al, that were sunk into the
sea when Christ was arucified, etc. Every branch of
our church should have one. It ig worth its weight in
gold if it could not be secured otherwise. I tried every
way ond place [ could think of to have it repradiuced,
since the persons formerly monufacturing them are all
dead and they are not published, or printed, cmy more.
[ inally found o firm theat could reproduce the map ot o
little smaller size—40 by approximately 80 inches—at
a cost of $30 for the first copy, and [ have just received
word from the company that they now have it finished
for me and I will get it next week. Additional copies,
from the film they now have for me, can be produced
at $4.00 each, which is quite a saving, but is dirt cheap
considering the great worth of the map to our people.
I would be glad to get copies for cmyone or any branch
desiring that I doi sc.
Lewis L. Boyce (Seventy)

MINISTERIAL REPORT
Independence, Missouri
April 7, 1950
To the Conference Assembled

Greetings:

I wish to submit to you a digest of the efforts of the
conference year, and while I do not have much to re-
pert in the way of actual preaching, vet we were able
to contact momy of the scattered members of the church
through the year, cmd to visit with them.

[ left home during the early part of June, to go to the
field appeinted to me. The distomce was great. My first
stop was at Phoenix, Arizong, stopping there a few
days, and over cne Sunday, preaching a few times.

Leaving there I went to Ontario, California, where
I met Brother Yates, cnd mesting with a few there, we
held o Sacrament mesting, cnd preaching service.
The following day, in compomy with Brother and
Sister Yates, we journeyved to San Diego, California,
holding a few services there. While in San Diego, I
was called to Indio, Calif., to conduct the funeral of
Sister Deleski, after which I returned to San Diego, and
with Brother Yates made preparations to start our trek
up the coast.

We went first to the home of cur aged Sister Salter,
remaining there over the Fourth of July, after which we
made several calls on members ond friends in and
around Los Angeles, after which we headed north. We
recched the home of Brother Detrick in Chico, Calif. We
attempted to hold meeting in Chico, having been given
permission to use the amphitheater we did scme
expensive advertising but the response was nil
We again hit the trail i Brother Yate's chariot, going
to the home of Sister Roberts and her genial husband
in Klamath Falls, Oregon, where wa held a few meet-
ings ond contacted a few of our members and friends.

Leaving Klamath Falls, we journeved up along the
coast, calling of different points dong the way,
wherever we could locate friends or members.

In Portland, Oregon, we spent a few days with
some good friends of Brother Yates, after which we

again hit the trail, going to the home of Asia Grinstead
at Caldwell, Idaho, stopping there for a few days. We
then, headed for Ogden, Utah, where we parted ways;
I boarding « bus for home and Brother Yates going on
by himself.

Arriving home I stayed o few days, when again |
started out. T had promised to meet Brother Flint at

:Lima Center, Wisconsin to take part with him in o re-

vival there. I was permitied to meet, and get acguainted
with many of the good saints of Wisconsinn We en-
joyed the reunion and believe good was accomplished.
From Lima Center, we went to Milwaukee, remaining
there for a few days, and from there we went to Bemidhi
where we met with folks in their reunion, enjoying very
much our visit with them.

Later in the year 1 went to Morgantown, West Vir-
ginia, where we held some very successfull meetings,
leaving there with a very pressing inwitation to returm
during the summer, which I intend to do.

Following the Christmas hiolidays we again started
out, stopping in Dallas, Houston, and Fort Worth, Texas,
meeting with the scattered cnes in those places.

We went again to Phoenix, Arizong, holding a series
of meetings there.

I would like to have been able to make a bet-
ter report. With Brother Yates, we traveled o grect
many miles, and found through the couniry where we
traveled people were interested in most everything but
religion.

Ever praying for the progress cf the work,

Your brother in Christ,
Wm. F. Anderson

BISHOP'S REPORT
Independence, Mo.
April 10, 1950
To the joint ccuncil of Twelve and Bishepric
Church of Christ (Temple Lot)
Independence, Missouri
Greetings:

At our meetings of the General Bishopric on April 8,
and 9, 1950, the following matters were considered cnd
approved and recommended that they be referred to
the Joint Coumnedl for their considerction and approval or
recommendiations:

"Inasmuch as the Church of Christ has expressed
its belief in the practice of tithing « tenth of one’s in-
come, therefore be it resclved that, it be the sense of
the General Bishopric that tithing as referred to in the
scriptures mecns one-tenth of cne's net income, (one's
income after the actual cost of producing that income.)

Wea therefore call upen all members of the church
to send vour tithes ond offerings into the storehouse
that thers may be meat in the Lord’'s house and that
the work of the Lord may prosper.”

Our purpose in the above was that we might in
unity send this forth io the church for the present that
some cf the confusion in the minds of some maoy be
absclved to the exient that they may again begin fo
temporally support the work.

e
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We went further ini defining “cost of producing that
income” as follows:

"That one's house expense and living shall not be
considered as expense necessary in producing net in-
come.”

After hearing the report of the Business Manager to
the Bishopric ond considered it in conjunction with the
report of the auditor we moved to consider the matter
of a budget to be sent out to the church so that they
may know the immediate financial needs of the church.

A tentative budget was presented by Bro. Denham
after which it was “moved to accept this report on a
budget and take it up with the Joint Council.” The re-
port follows:

BUDGET

We need $1,000 per month to keep up at the present
rate.

The present rate of income is $597.00 per month.
Funds to be allocated as fallows:

Entire Year Per Month
$ 1,560.00 Advocate Printing oo $ 130.00
7,680.00 Family Allowances .voceeceeerennne. 640.00
850.00 Elder's Expense ..eeeeeeeeen. 70.00
400.00 General Church Expense ... 35.00
230.00 General Office Expense......cccco.o..... 20.00
420.00 Printing .. 35.00
840.00  Aid e eernanean 70.00
$12,000.00 TOTAL e $1,000.00

We present the following for your consideration and
approval or recommendation.

The General Bishopric
C. L. WHEATON, JR., Sec.

NOTICE

Independence, Missouri
April 8, 1950
To the Ministers’ Conference
Church of Christ (Temple Lot)
Independence, Missouri

Greetings:

On April 8, 13850 the School of the Ministry met in
charge of the Chiairmcm, Apostle A, M. Smith ond
elected officers for the coming year as follows:

Chairman—Apostle R. R. Robertson.
Assistont Chaimon—~Elder Maynard Case.
Secretary—Apostle Leon A. Gould.

We submit this report asking your opproval, cnd
urge that all the Ministry give these new officers their
hearty co-operation.

Respectfully,
FOREST E. MALEY,
Past Sec'y. and Sec'y. of the Election

NOTICE

The orgamization of the Seventes took place ot
Independence, Missouri, on April 13, 1950, ot 8:30
P. M. before the close of the Conference, Church of
Christ with headquarters on the Temple Lot.

We hope that all of those holding the office of the
Seventy whom we have not been able to contact, will
get in touch with the Recording Secretary of the Council
of Seventy as soon as possible.

Following are the minutes of the orgamization meet-
ing.
Recording Secretary
Elder James M. Case

Elder James M. Case, Recording Secretary of
Council of Seventy
Box 472
Independence, Missouri

April 13, 1950
Independence, Missouri

9:00 A. M. Minutes of meeting of Seventies.

Meeting called to order by Apostle C. L. Wheaton,
opening song, 98. Prayer by Elder Archie F. Bell.

Scripture reading, first seventeen verses of the tenth
chapter of Luke.

Moved and seconded that Bro. Rolland Sprague act
as Secretary Protem. Carried.

Remarks were made by: Brother Archie F. Bell,
Brother Wm. Postma, James M. Case, Rolland Sprague,
Vernon Bumns, and Apostle C. L. Wheaton.

Moved and seconded that we adjourn to meet of
6:30 p. m., this evening ta place appointed by chairmamn
Apostle C. L. Wheaton. Carried.

Closing prayer by Brother James M. Case.

ORGANIZATION MEETING

April 13, 1850
Independence, Missouﬁ

6:30 P. M. Meeting of Seventies.
Meseting called to order by Apostle C. L. Wheaton.

Opening song number 88, Litlle Hymnal, prayer
by Bro. B. A. Winegar.

Scripture reading, 4th chapter Book of Command-
menis, 4, 5, cnd 6th verses.

Remcarks by Bro. C. L. Wheaton.

Minutes of morning session were read and ap-
proved.

Moved by Bro. Archie Bell, that we proceed o out-
line cnd define our orgoanization of the Seventies. Sec-
onded by Bro. Potsma., Cearried.

{Continued on page 62)
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ORIGINAL ARTICLES

We solicit articles for this department written in an affirmative manmer, Aa affirmative article is one in which a premise s
established, and evidences presented to support that premise. In all controversial articles, contributors will be required to observe the
rules of decorwm established by parliamentary rules governing deliberative assemblies.

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD
Sermon by A. A. Surbrook

1 think we could learn more of this subject. We
have learned that Christ would restore life. Now let
us try to learn how completely He restores it.

The resurrection of the dead. Let us look into this
merter. There is a story that goes like this: A man died.
His wife was heartbroken, naturally. Well, the minis-
ter came and comifcrted her with these words: "Your
husband’s spirit is in heaven.” Now the man had not
been dead for more them an hour. You may say you
cannot see this: If in on hour after he is dead, his
spirit was in heaven, the body was buried three days
Iater, how could there be such a thing as o resurrec-
tion? To resurrect, as I understand it means to restore
to life. Now if o man was in heaven inside of an hour
after he died, his spirit never was dead, was it? Evi-
dently not. Then how could it be restored to life. Per-
haps we had better lock into the matter carefully.

The finst question to determine is: Do the spirits go
directly to heaven? I mean by that, do they retumn di-
rectly to the presence of God, there to dwell with Him
throughout eternity? I so, you are right, there could
be no resurrection from the dead as promised in the
Bible. However, I do not want to be controlled by on
“if". So, we will try to reach a conclusion from the
teachings of the scriptures.

We leamn that the spirits of the wicked, those taken:
captive by Satan, go, at death, to the prison house.
Now, we will need to learn where the spirits of the right-
eous go ot death. You might say, don't they go to
heaven? Possibly, we might call it that. But to my mind,
it would be like « friend of mine who, when he was mar-
ried, lived in o little two room cottage while he saved
up money io build his permonent home. Now, he call-
ed the cottage home while he lived there, but it was not
that home in which he looked forward to spending the
remainder of his life.

Are we to understand by that, that you think there
is a temporary place to which the spirits of the right-
eous go?

¥ I cnswered that question, you would have only
my opinion of the matter. 1 think we had better #ind
out what the Bible has to say about it, read Luke 16:22:
"And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was
carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom; the rich
mar also died and was buried.”

We all know the rest of the story. 1 merely wonted
to esiablish the fact that when the righteous died, there
was a place of rest prepared for them, in this instemce
called Abraham’s bosom. In Revelation 2.7, we find
where the tree of life stood. It says, "In the midst of the
Paradise of God”.

Now II Corinthicms 12:4: "How that he was cought

up into Paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which
it is not lawful for a mon to utter.”

Now, read Luke 23:43: “And Jesus said unto him,
verily I say unto thee, today, shalt thou be with me in
paradise.” Now you may ask, how do we know that
the paradise mentioned there is not heaven? [ may
ask, "How are we going to know what this paradise
is?" The latter part of this question is hard to answer.
It is o subject on which there is very liltle revealed.
However, I notice that when we speak of heaven, we al-
ways speck of it in the singular number—heaven. In
this matter, I do not understomd that to be correct.

Pcrul said he knew o man who was caught up to
the third heaven. He understood that all the econcomy
of God was not confined to just cne place. As for the
first part of our question, we know that the paradise
mentioned by Christ on the cross was not the place we
choose to call heaven. If T can understand the scrip-
tures, that place which has been called heaven is
what the Bible terms the “heaven of heavens” (II Chron-
icles 6:18: I Kings 8:27), the highest heaven, the dwell-
ing place of God.

Paradise is not that heaven, for Christ mode the
statement to the thief, “today shalt thou be with me in
paradise;” three days later he told Mary that he had
not vet ascended to his father. For this reason, I be-
lieve the Paradise of God to be to the righteous,
what the prison house is to the wicked: A place
where they go o awdit the resurrection. This is in o
little book (I forget the nome), with a thought better tham
I am able o express it: “The spirits of those who are
righteous are received into a state of happiness, which
is caolled paradise, a state of rest, a state of peace,
where they shall rest from ol their labors, and from all
care and sorrow.”

You may say, ‘but what is the object of not letting
them go straight to hevan? Why keep them away
from God in a place of detention, even if it is as you
say, 'a state of happiness.”” That is the big question.
I think we will discover the answer later on. I can only
say that man cannot return fully to the presence of God
until Christ shall have accomplished His great mis-
sion—and he has not vet delivered up the Kingdom of
Ged.

No, we must wait, like those whom John, in his
vision, saw under the dltar, who, he said, had been
beheaded for the witness of Christ. They asked the
question: “"How long, O Lord, holy and true?” And the
answer came back, REST yet for a little season.” So
the righteous must wait for that day when o great voice
out of the temple of heaven, shall say, "It is done.”
Yes, indeed, the righteous spirits go to a place of rest,
and wait there until Christ has fulfilled His mission, un-
til the climeax of the plan of ages is reached.

We find in I Thessalonioms 4:16, "For the Lord him-
self shall descend from hecaven with a shout, with the
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veice of the Archangel, and with the trump of Ged: and
the dead in Christ shall rise first.”

Now Revelation 20:5-8: “But the rest of the dead lived
not again until the thousand years were finished, this is
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath
part in the first resurrection; on such the second death
hath no power.”

“This teaches us, that the resurrection of the right-
eous, or the just, will take place when Christ comes;
but the wicked must yet remain in the bands of decth
until the thousand years are ended. Christ will come,
literally. We learn that the Lord, himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout. We are told that every eye
shall see Him.

I want to drow to your minds now some of the facts
in the Bible. That death was brought into the world
by Satan. We learn that it was two-fold, physical and
spiritual. That is, separation of the spirit from the body,
and spiritual separation from God. Now Christ's mis-
sion was to overcome the work of Satam. Hence, as
death spiritual and physical, was a part of the works
of Saton, Christ’'s mission, to be complete, must of
necessity overcome the physical death as well as the
spiritual.  The world has, to a great extent, overlooked
that fact, although He demostrated it in the case of His
own death and resurrection. Not only did he overcome
the spiritual death and return to His Father but He over-
came the physical death as well, and appecred among
men with spirit and body reunited. It was in this com-
plete form that He returned to God.

I do mean to say that all spirits will be united with
their bodies in the resurrection. Do you remember the
vision of Fzekiel in regard to the valley of dry bones?
How the sinews and flesh were commanded to come
upon the dry bones, and the spirits (in this case called
breath) came into them, omd they stood upon their feet
a mighty amy. We comnot spirituclize this. When
viewed in connection with the 12th and 13th verses of
the 37th chapter of Ezekiel, which reads: "Thus saith
the Lord God; Behold, O my people, { will open your
graves, ond cause you to come up out of your graves,
and bring you into the land of Israel. And ye shall
know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your
graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your
graves.” Is this plain enough? If not, read Domiel 12:2
"And mony of them that sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awcake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shome and everlasting contempt.”

1 might read Job 19:23-27: “Oh that my words were
now written! Oh that they were printed in a bock!
That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the
rock forever! TFor I know that my Redeemer liveth,
ond that He shall stand ot the latter day upon the earth:
And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet
" in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see for my-
zelf, omd mine eves shall behold, and nict another;
though my reins be consumed within me.”

Job understood that although his body faded away
in decay, vet he should see God in the flesh.

Now read Isaiah 26:19: “Thy dead men shall live,
together with mvy dead body shall they orise; Awcke
ond sing, ve that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the
dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.”—

“Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body
shall they arise.”

You mory say, what kind of a body will we have?”
I Corinthians 15:25-38, may help us out: But some man
will say, "How are the dead raised up,” and with what
bady de they come? Thou fool, that which thou sowest
is not quickened, except it die: and that which
thou scwest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but
bare grain, it may chance of wheat or of some other
grain: but God giveth it a body as it hath pleased Him,
cnd to every seed his own body.”

It would seem that our life here determines, to a
great extent, what the condition of our resurrected body
will be. For he gces on in the fortieth verse: "There
are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestial.” Now
Paul, when he makes this statement, is discussing the
body which will come forth. T would gather from this,
that those who ottain to the celestial glory which he
mentions in the next verse, will be permitted to enjcy
a more glorious body than those who only attain to
the terrestial. This thought might be carried even fur-
ther, in the verse forty-one, as those of the glony of
the stars will not be able to enjoy the glory of being as
those of the celestial.

Verses 41 to 44: "There is one glory of the sun, and
another glory of the moon, and another glory of the
stars: for cne star differeth from ancther star in glory.
So also is the. resurrection of the deadl”

I Corinthions 5:17. "Therefore, if any maomn be in
Christ, he is a new crecture: cld things are passed
caway; behold, all things are become new.”

Job 33:25: “"His flesh shall be fresher than o child's;
he shall return to the days of his youth.”

In the resurrection, there will be no weak bodies.
Laid away in weckness, it shall be raised in power.
Furthermore, it teaches us this, those who are laid away
in feeble old age, will come forth in the power of their
manhood.. He shall return to the davs of his youth.
It is a comfort to look forward to that day.

But you may say, back here in I Corinthioms 15:50 is
a snag, is it not? Let us read it: "Now I say, brethren,
that flesh and blood comnot inherit the Kingdom of God;
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.”

Nomw 1 think there is surely some harmony between
thiat passage of scripture and the teachings of the rest
of the Bible. Let us read ot verse 51: "Behold, I show
vou a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed,” in g moment, in the twinkling of an eve, at
the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
chonged.”

Verse 53: ""For this cormuptible must put on incorrup-
tion, and this mortal must put on immortality.” It may
differ some from our present combination of flesh and
blood, T connot say in just what mamner. For we no-
tice that the Apostle John admits having doubits, for he
says: "It doth not vet appear what we shall be, but we
know that when he shall appear, we shall be like him.”

Now just one more, Phillippions 3:20-21: “For our
conversation is in heaven; from whence dlso we lock
for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change
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our vile bady, that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious body, according to the working whereby
he is able even tc subdue all things unto himsell.”

There is much more that can be said on this sub-
ject. But my prayer is, that we may so live that we
may come forth in that great day of the first resurrec-
tion.

BEARING FRUIT

The gospel is the power by which men are saved.
Paul says, "It is the power of God unto salvation”; not
merely the accepting of the word or letter, for then could
the variest reprobate be continually in possession of
salvation simply by carrying a copy of the New Testa-
ment scriptures in his pocket; but it means the accept-
ing of the Holy Scriptures as a rule of faith and prac-
tice, and the odministering of «ll their requirements
under divine cuthority.

Salvation is life. To be saved is to be kept from the
power of the second death; and the Lord Jesus Christ
was manifest in the flesh, that this might be secured
to all who will avail themselves of the opportunity off-
ered in the gospel, the requirements being such that
no one need be debarred from entering into the highest
degree of that salvation. God being no respecter of
persons, it becomes merely a matter of “"abiding in the
vine” and bringing forth the proper fruit.

I the inquiry is made as to what is the proper fruit
1o be borne, the reply is, the same as, or in likeness of,
the fruit borne by the vine. It would indeed be «
strange sight, an astounding thing to see upon the same
vine, one branch bearing a cluster of choice grapes,
and the next branch bearing a cluster ¢f poison berries,
all fed from the same stock; that would be an impossi-
bility in nature. But those who are locking for fcults
and imperfections in the church, instead of seeking for
truth and light, may sometimes see one member walk-
ing consistently alive, diligent cmd active in every good
work—abiding in the vine; and in the same socisty,
with the scmme privileges, advantages and opportunities,
cnother member entirely opposite in meomy respects,
careless in speech and action, getting into trouble him-
self and making trouble for others; and the church is
sometimes blamed for the wrongdoings of this indi-
vidual, as though his actions were the direct resuilt of
his associations with the church, or rather that the in-
fluence and associations of the church upon that indi-
vidual had not caused o different course of life; and
wecakness or impotency is charged to the church, be-
cause all alike do not beor the some fruit.

Of course this line of thought is used only by those
whose conscience condemn them for not obeying the
truth, when they seek for an excuse for their negligence
in this matter. It is o fact that every member of the
church should produce good fruit; and i every one
would abide in the true vine, (Jesus Christ) but one kind
of fruit is possible—good fruit—ond the fact that an
individual dees not manifest good fruit is unmistakable
evidence that he is NOT abiding in the doctrine of
Christ. He may continue o have membership with

Christ's church, but that fact will not benefit him, unless
the proper fruit is manifest, cnd on individual who does
not lead on orderly, consistent life, is receiving his i

spiration from « source other than the one from which
he should receive it; consequently the fruit must be of
cmother kind than that induced by the life which is in
the "imue vine.”

It is a commmon ccouTence o see on the same vine
large branches of fully developed fruit and other clus-
ters of smaller size, but the fruit is the same, sweet, juicy
and refreshing—differing in quantity but not in quality,
illustratirig the parable of the Saviour in the gathering
of the harvest, 'some thirty, some sixty ond scme an
hundred fold.” Again, we notice on trees at harvest,
some fruit fully developed round and sound, and on
the same limb or branch, other fruit blighted and im-
perfect, having been stung by some insect or blighted
by unfavorable conditions; but we do not blame the
parent tree for the imperfect fruit produced; we proper-
ly ascribe it to other causes as long as most of the
branches produce fruit of a perfect character. So with
members of the church. If some, unfortunately for them,
are not living the life they should and would manifest
if they were getting their life from the light of the Holy
Spirit, it is because the blighting influence of the powers
of darkness is having its effect upon them, the law of
compensation being that “like produces like;” and that
“to whom yve vield yourselves servants to obey, his
servants ye are to whom ye obey.” (Rom. 6:16), also
that “whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap,
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting.” Gal. 6:7, 8).

We need not be deceived therefore, as to cur condi-
tien and standing in the church; study caretully the
results wrought in the life of Christ, by obedience to the
will of God, and in doing likewise we shall bear the
same kind of fruit, which can only produce one result:
fullness of life and joy everlasting.

"Excmine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith;
prove yourselves.”—I Cor. 13:5.

(Taken from Old Records)

THE STATEMENT OF PRESIDENT WILLIAM MARKS

To those who have so tenaciously misuniderstood,
misapplied, and misrepresented the staternent of Presi-
dent William Marks, in HERALD, volume 1, number 1,
we offer a similar chance to misconsirue a statement
by the same man upon a different occasion, under dif-
ferent circumstances, ond published in a different
journal:

Having been chosen and ordained chief Evon-
gelical Teacher of the Schools of Faith in Jehovah's
Presbytery of Zion, it becomes my duty to say
something by way of encouragement, and also by
way of instruction to those who are placed under my
care, and supervision, and first, by way of encourage-
ment, let me state what I kniow in reference to the work
in which we are engaged. In order to do this I must of
necessity refer to my experience in the church. T was
a member of the Church some ten years before the
death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith. [ was appointed
president of the stake of Kirtland, Ohio, in 1837, and
continued in that office in Kirtland, Chio, until the fall of
1838, when I was called by revelation to Far West, Mis-
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souri; but betore I carived there, the Saints were ordered
to leave the state; and when the stake was organized at
Nauveo, in the iall of 1839, I was appointed president
therect and continued in that office up to the death of
Joseph, the prophet. I always believed the work was
of divine origin, and that Joseph Smith was called of
God to establish the Church among the Gentiles.

During my administration in the Church, I saw oand
heard of many things that were practiced, and taught,
that 1 did not believe to be of God; but | continued to
do and teach such priciples as were plainly revealed
as the law of the Church, for I thought that pure cnd
holy principles only would have a tendency to bene-
fit mankind. Therefore, when the doctrine of polygamy
was introduced into the Church as « principle of exalta-
tion, I took o definite stand against it, which stand ren-
dered me quite unpopular, with maony of the leading
ones of the Church. [ was also witness of the introduc-
tion (secretly) of a kingly form of government, in which
Joseph suffered himself to be ordained a king, to reign
over the house of Israel foerver; which I could not con-
ceive to be in accordance with the laws of the Church,
but I did not oppose this move, thinking it none of my
business.

Joseph, however, became convinced before his
death that he had done wrong; for abcut three weeks
before hig death, I met him one moming in the street,
and he said to me, “Bro. Marks, I have something to
communicate fo you.” We retired to a by-place, and
sat down together, when he said: “We are o ruined
pecple.” T asked, how so? He said: “This doctirine of
polygamy, or Spiritual-wife system, that has been
taught and practiced among us, will prove our destruc
tion. and overthrow. 1 have been deceived,” said he,
“in reference to its practice; it is wrong, it is a curse to
mankind, and we shall have to leave the United States
soon, unless it can be put down, and its prcxctice step-
ped in the Church. Now,” said he, "Bro. Marks,
vou hawve not received this doctrine, ond how glad I
am. I want you to go into the high council, and I will
have charges preferred against all who practice this
docirine, and I want you to try them by the laws cf the
Church, ond cut them off, if they will not repent, ond
cease the practice of this doctrine; and” said he, "'T will
go into the stond, and preach against it, with oll my
might, and in this way we may rid the Church of this
damnable heresy.”

But, before this plan could be put into execution,
the mob began to gather, and cur attention, necesscarily,
was directed to them.

I again met Joseph when he was about o start for
Carthage. He said to me, "Bro. Marks, I have become
cinvinced since I last saw you, that it is my duty to go
to Carthage, and deliver myself up as a lamb fo the
slaughter.”

I mentioned the circumstomces of these conversa-
tions with Joseph, to mony of the brethren, immediately
after his decth; but the only effect it had was o raise
a report that Bro. Marks, was about to apostatize; anid
my statement of the conversation in reference io the
practice of polygamy, was proncunced false by the
Twelve and disbelieved; but I now testify that the above
statements are verily true and comect.

When [ found that there was no chance to rid the
church of that abominable sin, as [ did so, firmly be-
lieving that the plans and designs of the great Jehovah,
in inspiring Joseph Smith to bring forth the book of
Mormon, would vet be carried out in his own time, and
in his own way.—Zicn's Harbinger, and Baneemy's
Organ, volume 3, number 7, July, 1853, pages 52, 53.

This is in accord with what was stated in the
HERALD, volume 1, number 1, pages 22, 23; except that
in the latter named the word “practice” does not ap-
pecar, the werd “transoression’” appearing to be used in
its stead. Th e one in HERALD reading that President
Marks was to “go into the High Council,” of which he
was the presiding officer and Joseph Smith was to
“preter charges against those in fransgression;” the one
in the Harbinger, reading that the prophet specking in
regord to polygamy or spiritucl wifery, should have
sadd, T have been deceived in reference to its practices;
it is wrong: it is o curse to monkind, and we shall have
to leave the United States soon, unless it can be put
down, and its practice stopped in the Church.”

“1 womt you to go into the High Council, and T will ha‘ve
charges preferred against all who practice this doctrine,
and [ womt you to try them by the laws of the Church,
and cut them off, if they will not repent, and cease the
practice of this doctrine; and I will go into the stand,
and preach against it, with all my might, ond in this
way we may rid the Church of this damnable heresy.”

This statement was made in 1853, some six years
before the date of the statement made in the HERALD,
and is far more explicit, and shows that the nature of
the “tremsgression”’ referred to in the HERALD was the
practice of "polyomy or spiritual wifery.”

Joseph Smith has been called o "charlatan,” «
"knave,” a “lazy vouth,” a "mountebank”
a “villiem,” and other hard names, but we have never
seen it in print that he has been called a "focl,” a man
lacking common sense; on the contrary, he has been
called “cunning,” “crafty,” “shrewd,” and "wily fellow,”
though on ignorant man, so far as education is con-
cermned. It is quite inconsistent to believe that a mon
of any degree of shrewdness ond ordinary intelli-
gence no matter how much of a fraud and « rogue he
might be, should have so far forgotten the element of
safety of reputation and the principle of selfpreserva-
tion of person and personal liberty, as to have cassailed
in a public manner a doctrine, a dogma, and practice
of which he was known to be the humon originator;
and to propose a wholesale charge against ALL who
were guilty of the practice referred to, before a com-
petent high court of the Church, that they might be
brounght to trial, ond cut off from the Church, if they
were found quilty of practices not in accordomee with
the law of the Church. The instruction to President
Marks was that those whio were so chamged should be
tried "by the laws of the Church.” There is no mis-
toking this language. It is dlear, definite, and to the
purpose. Hf Joseph Smith was himself guilty of the prac-
tice, as it has been alleged he was, he would have dis-
regarded the commonest rules of safety if he had done
as he stated he would do, declaim against the dochrine
and denounce the proctice from the pulpit, proceed in
the courts of the Church against those who were in
such practice. ¥ it be gronted that he himself was
guilty, such pulpit denunciation and such court pro-
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cedure would have been foolish irrational, and a moral
suicide.—Tcaken from The Saints’ Herald, January 27,
1904.

ORGANIZATION MEETING
(Continued from page 57)

Mowved by Bro. Archie Bell that we have o corres-
pondece Secretary. His duties to be:

a. To answer letters of correspondence of members
of Council.

b. To correspond for the Council of Seventy
to other councils of the Church. Seconded. Carried.

Mowed by Bro. Archie Bell that we have a record-
ing Secretary. His duties to be: —

a. Keep a faithful record of nomes of all members
of the Council of Seventy along with their ages ond
dates of setting apart to this office. Also date of per-
maonent silence, and expulsion.

b. To keep a record of the minutes of all meetings
of the Council.

c. To receive annual repcris of missionary activities
from: all members of the Council and to make a sum-
mary of these reports to be handed to the Council of
Twelve two weeks before the meeting of the General
Conference.

d. To keep record of all spiritual business trams-
acted by the Council, such as;

1. Court Actions.

2. Actions on documents summitted to the Council
of Seventy by the Council of Twelve.

3. To call all mestings.
Seconded by Bro. James M. Case. Carried.

Moved by Bro. James M. Case, that we follow the
example of the Council of Twelve apostles in choosing
a chairman io preside over mestings of the Council of
Seventy according to their ages beginning with the
oldest in turn to the youngest.

Seconded by Bro. Anchie Bell. Carried.

Moved by Bro. Archis Bell, that the following is the
understonding of our duties as members of the Council
of Seventy.

The Seventies are General Church officers belong-
ing to the missionory arm of the church, ond are to
labor as evangelists under the direction of the mission-
ary in charge, in the varicus fislds in which they
abide, or to which they cre appointed by the General
Church, Their work is purely missionary, and is not
executive in the sense that thev exercise supervisory
coversight and waichceore of the churches; neither is it
judicial in the sense that they should seek to deal
with disorders in locals that may come under their no-
tice, but should report scme to the missionary in charge.
By observing these provisions the Seventies may
maintain on open and unbiased mind that shall enable
them, when necessity requires, to act as qualified mem-

bers upon High Courts, according to the provisions
of cur Jurisprudence, paragraph- 23.

Second by Bre. J. M. Case. Carried.

Moved by Bro. ]. M. Case, that the correspondence,
and the recording secretaries be elected annually.

Second by Bro. Archie Bell. Carried.

Bro. Rolland Sprague was nominated, and elected
Correspondence Secretary.

Bro. ]. M. Case was nominated, and elected Record-
ing Secretary.

Moved by Bre. Archie Bell that we purchase «
record book and that we authorize the recording sec-
retary to make the selection as to what beok he would
deem fit for this work and to make the purchase, and
we authorize him to contact the bishopric to obtain
funds for this purpose.

Seconded by Vernon Burns. Carried.
Minutes approved by assembly.
Moved to adjourn. Carried.

Closing prayer, Brother James M. Case.

MAPLE CITY, LOCAL NEWS

Maple City, Mich.
March 22, 1950

Apostle L. A, Gould and Bishop Winegar spent sev-
eral days at the Maple City Local from March 9th to
13th. All meetings held by them were well attended.
Apostle Gould talked on the coming of Christ, while
Bishop Winegar spcke about the future coming of the
people from the far North, which were interesting sub-
jects.

Their visit was enjoyed by us all. We are hoping
they can come again.

The men of the local here, are getting out logs to be
sawed into lumber for the church we plan to build
here.

The women of the Maple City Local are planning to
do some more sewing and hold more socials for the
benefit of the church.

We are praying for the speedy recovery of Elder
Surbrock aond Elder L. E. Welch, as we hear they both
have been very sick.

Sister Helen Knoth was sick last Sunday, March 19,
and could not be present, cnd we are praying for her
speedy recovery as she is not well.

Mr. James Moshier that gave the land for the church
{o be built on, is atiending the meetings here, and is
enjoying them very much.

Sandra Lee Whitten has been sick with the flu this
past week, from March 16th to the 23rd. But is grad-
ually getting better.

Yours in Christ's Service,
Ethel Whitten, Local Reporter
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INDEPENDENCE NEWS

Today is a beautiful spring day, following a few
cold, cloudy days, which left a little much needed rain.
The early spring flowers are in bloom cand the fruit
twees are beginning to beautify the landscape with their
masses of pink and white and the dair is scented with
delicate perfume, for all who pass by to enjoy.

The Unuited Workers gave a spoon supper on
March 17, inthe dining hall, to raise funds to ccrry on
their work and were well pleased with their efforts.

A son, Robert Orville, was born on March 17, to
Brother and Sister Kenneth ]. Smith. Bobbie arrived
on his daddie’s birthday, so from now on they can help
each other celebrate their birthdays.

The all day meeting in March of the United Workers
was spent in old clothes and with paint brushes in
hand painting the walls and woodwork in the kitchen.

It was a busy time down at the church getting every
thing in readiness for the opening of the conference
and I'm sure that all who were able to attend enjoyed
the improvements that were made.

I was very happy to see so mony visitors here this
year from far away. It has been a long time since we
have had such a nice attendance, cnd 1 am sure all
enjoyed to the full all meetings they attended; the quiet,
;;lecrceﬁ.ﬂ feeling from the beginning of Conference to its

ose. '

We hod visitors here from: San Diego, Calif; Salt
Lake City, Utah; Regina, Conada; Muskegon, Flint,
Grand Rapids, Wyandotte, Cedar Springs, and Belding,
Michigan; Sandpoint, Idaho; Bemidii and Minneapolis,
Minn.; Grand Junction, Colo.; Chicagoe, Il.; Omoha and
Weeping Waters, Nebr.; Des Moines, Iowa; Ava, Hame
ilton and Cowgill, Mo.

Sacrament service was held during the moming
on Easter Sundeay. Brother Don Houshneckt, of Flint,
Mich. and Brother Wm. Sheldon of Independence, Mo.,
were called to be Apostles of the Church of Christ and
were ordained at a later ssrvice.

Four babies were blessed at this same service;
La Retta Ann, a doughter of Sister Joy Summers and
husband. This baby is « great grond daughter of
Apostle James E. Yates: Nola Kay, little daughter of
Sister Katherine Matthew and her husband, is a grondk
daughter of Apostle C. L. Wheaton and wife: Michael
Deam, a son of Sister Meta Rupe and husbond, who is
a grandson of Apostle Wm. F. Anderson and wife; and
Robert Orville, son of Brother and Sister Kenneth J.
Smith emd he is o grandson of both Apostle A, M.
Smith and wife and Apostle B. C. Flint and wife. This
is @ beautiful service where the parents bring their
little buds of promise to the ministry who ask for God's
protection and love to be placed around them through-
out all their journey through life.

During the Conference brethren John Sweem, B. Win-
eger, Vernon Burns, ]. Maynard Case and Rollemd
Sprague were called end ot a later service were or
dained to the office of Seventy.

Wm. Graham spent a short time here during Confer-
ence, going from here to his home in Idaho.

The sad news of the death of Apostle ]. E. Bozarth
came near the close of Conference. The funeral was
held at Warensburg, Mo., his home, on Friday, April
14. The Apostles attended in a body, some acting
as active pallbearers, the others as honorary pall-
bearers for their late brother. A goodly number of
other members also attended the services. So cmother
geod mon has gone to his wellearned reward, after
many years spent in the Master's service.

Cne by one the call keeps coming that each must
answer sometime, somewhere. Are you ready o on-
swer? That is for each one of us to say for curselves.
No one else can get me ready, that is a task I must do
alone.

Cra B. Derry

U. S. CHURCH LEADERS TO JOIN IN INTERNATIONAL
H-BOMB TALKS

NEW YORK CITY . ... Four fopranking American
church leaders will participate in international dis-
cussions on the theological and moral questions in-
volved in the proiected development of the hydrogen
bomb.

The deliberations will take place at the meeting of
the 14-member Executive Committee of the World Coun-
cil of Churches to be held at the Council's headquariers
in Geneva, Switzerland, February 21-23.

Bishop G. Bromley Cxnam of the Methodist Church,
New York areq, one of the Presidents of the Council, is
scheduled to depart from New York City for the Geneva
meeting on February 19. Other members of the Execu-
tive Committee leaving on the 19th are Dr. Fremklin
Clark Fry, President of the National Lutheran Council
and Mr. Charles P. Taft, Cincinnati lawver cnd repres-
entative of the Protestant Episcopal Church,

Following H-Bomb deliberations at the Council’'s Ex-
ecutive Committee, if is expected—«although not cer-
tain—that a statement or proposal may be issued.
World Council officials here have pointed out that cuth-
oritative church assemblies in the past, however, have
not been able o reach agreement on whether or not
Christians should support wars fought with weapons
of mass destruction, including atomic weapons. The
First Assembly of the World Council of Chuiches, meet-
ing at Amsterdam in 1948, declared that regardiess of
disagreements on Christian action in the event of active
hostilities, "war as a method of seitling disputes is in-
compatible with the teaching and example of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

Discussicns on the H-bomb by the key international
and interdenominational , church body were recently
proposed by Dr. Geo. K. A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester,
England, end chairmon of the World Council's Central
Committee. Long known for his opposition to the
bombing of mass civilicn popluations, Dr. Bell was one
of the few ramking British churchmen o protest the ob-
literation bombing of Germaon cities during the last war.

Other matters scheduled for consideration by the Ex-
ecutive Committee include the World Council's work
with refugees, particularly with the Volksdeutsche”
(12,000,000 ethnic Germans expelled from Eastern Furo-
pean countries under the Potsdam agreement and now
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resident in Germany and Austria), and the place of the
Wérld Council in the East-West conflict.

- Firsthond reports of church life in South America,
Australia, New. Zealand and the Orient will be submit-
ted. to the Committee by World Council leaders who
have recently made trips to those areas., All phases
of World Council work will be reviewed at the gather-
ing, and plans will be drawn up for the meeting of the
90-member Central Commitiee to be held in Toronto,
Canada, in July, 1950. .

Other Americans who will attend the meetings eith-
er as consultants or as staff members include Mr.
Charles Parlin of New York City, srepresenting the
Methodist Church on the Finance Committee; Dr. O.
Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the
Churches on Interiational Affairs, as well as an asso
ciate general secretary of the Council, who is already
in Geneva attending meetings of the U. N.'s Trustee-
ship Council; and Rev. Robert S. Bilheimer, program
secretary of the Council in North America.

Church leaders eligible to attend the meeting—al-
though their attendance at present is not confirmed—
include the following:

Presidents of the Council—

*Dr. John R. Mott of the U. S. A., Methodist, the
Honorary President.

Rev. Marc Boegner of France, Reformed Church.

Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, Eng-
land, Anglican.

*Dr. T. C. Chao of China, Anglican.
Archbishop Erling Eidem of Sweden, Lutheran.

dox.AIChbiShop Germanos of England, Greek Ortho-

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the U. S. A., Metho-
dist.

Executive Committee—

(Ex-officio}—Dr. G. K. A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester,
England, Anglican, chairman of the Central Committee.

Dr. Franklin C. Fry of the U. S, A., Lutheran, vice-
chairman of the Central Committee.

Bishop Eivind Bergaray of Norway, Lutheran.
Dr. Leslie E. Cocke of England, Congregational.

*Prof. Georges Florovsky of the U. S. A., Russion
Orthodox in Exile.

Dr. Alphons Koechlin of Switzerlond, Reformed.
Dr. Martin Niemoeller of Germany, Evengelical.

Metropolitom  Pomnteileman of Edhessa, Greece,

Greek Orthodox.
Rev. Gordon A. Sisco of Canada, United Church.
Mrs. Leslie E. Swain of the U, S. A., Boptist.

Mr. Cherles P. Taft of the U. S. A., Protestant Epis-
copal.

Principal Thomas M. Taylor of Scotland, Presby-
terian.

Secretariat—

Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft of the Netherlands, Re-
formed, general secretary.

Associate General Secretaries—

*Dr. Henry Smith Leiper of the U. S. A., Congrega-
tional.

Rev. Robert S. Mackie of England, Presbyterian.
*Rt. Rev. Stephen C. Neill of England, Anglicon.
Dr. O. Frederick Nolde of the U. S. A., Lutheran.
Rev. Oliver S. Tompkins of England, Anglican.

*Those starred, although eligible, will defintely not
be attending the meeting of the Executive Commitiee.

SPIRITUAL HARMONIES

Nature presents all the harmonies of the Creator
insofar as material things can mirror spiritual reality.
This present life is aglow with the reflected radiance of
the One who is the source of all light and truth and
becuty.

Walking with God is more than a phrase in com-
mon use among pecple religiously inclined. It is an
abiding redlity. In fact, it is the supreme redlity in
the experience of human beings.

God is everywhere and God is revealing. The
promise of the Scripture is: "In the hour that ye seek
Me with a whole heart ye shdll find me.” The impli-
cation is obvicus: the spirit of man may dwell in con-
stant companionship with the infinite Lord of all life.

Everyday duties toke on the colors of Heaven and
the permcmency of the celestial city whose builder
and maker is God.

Nor dees this rule out a sensitivity toward the trag-
edies of mortal sin and suffering. Quite the contrary
is the case. Those who are most keenly aware of the
presence of God are compcmions with Him in His
suffering and concern for those who have lost their
way and who wander in the dark Sheol of grief and
despair. Only those whose hearts are thus in tune
with the Infinite con hear the "still sad, music of
humanity.”’—Illinois State Journal-Register, Junie 5, 1949.

NOTICE

“The Book of Commandments Controversy Review-
ed,” by Clarence L. and Angela Wheaton will soon be
off the press.

Price per copy, paper bound, $1.00; cloth bound,
$1.75.

Send crders to the Church of Christ (Temple Lot)
P. O. Box 472, Independence, Missouri.
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