= “And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they '
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost”—1 Nephi 3:187.
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Charity

e

Charity is the pure love of Christ.
Charity suﬁereiﬁ long, and is kind;
Charity envieth not; :
Cherity  vaunieth not itself;

Charity never faileth;

And now obideth faith, hope, chority,
These three; '

Butiths greatest of these is cherity,

Be ye therefore sober, :

And watch unto praver:

And above all things

Have ferventcharity among yourselves;”

For chority preventeth a muliitude of sins.

—] Cor. 13; 1 Pet. 4, L. T. B. of M. 768,
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“Editorial Policy of the Advocate”

“We recommend that the present policy be fo
emphaosize the fulfillment of prophecy, the closing
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that harmonize with the story of the Restoration, apd
matters dealing specifically with our relation to other
religious orgonizations.”—Conlerence Minutes,
page 85, May Advocate,

VIRGINS, AWAKEN!
The call is to the "wise” virgins.
The time is fast passing. There is much to be done.

There is no time o waste in on intensified slumber,

such as has fastened itsell upon us.

A mild worning was fssued in an editorial in the
Advocate, September, 1941, but went largely unhesded.

Perhiaps it wasn't even read. Perhaps it was ioo
mild. Perhaps i should have been delivered in Billy
Sunday fashion, with o hurling of ephithets, and a con-
signing to everlasting doom oll those who dared to go
to gleep’

The editorial mentioned, "The Deceitfulness of
Riches,” dwelt briefly upon the parable of the sower
as given by the Savior, and which indicates that op-
proximately only one-fourth of those who hear and re-
ceive the word gladly ever become spiritually awake
and productive.

The warning mentioned was as follows:

"War hysteria is on. Many, remembering the
‘boom’ days of the World War in iis beginning, are
planning to toke advaniage of what they hope 1o be
cnother prosperous 'boom’ period, « period of high
wages, of easy profits, and hasty acquisition of weaith.

“In this almost universal strugale to grasp ond
grab, lies the greatest opportunity the world has ever
seen for the fulfillment of the words of the parable. In
this struggle, hundreds in the church, and thousemds in
the world, will forget God, and their spirituclity be
choked bevond resuciiation.

“We should be warned. It is o day of danger,
such gs-the world has never seen before along that
line: * And the slesping time which is-on, will increase
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to greater intensity, as the “care of the world, ond th
deceithilness of riches choke the world, ond lasten o
stranglehold upon the spiritual lives of those who ore
deceived thereby.

The intensified slumber alluded 1o was not o physi-
cal glumber, but o spiritual slumber induced by the
“sleeping potions” of the world in its allurments, allure
ments-of o pecuniary nature, as well as the allurements
of pleasure and of folly.

Did the sleeping sickness incregse in intensiiy?
It did. We heard of Sunday schools folding up and
quitting because the struggle upon the part of the few fo
keep them going, in the absence of those who had been
atiracted by the lure of the world, as well as the call 1o
service of country, was too great. Church attendance
began to fall off, for the call of the world was too voci-
forous to permit the hearing of the church bell. And as
the allurements of the world multiplied in number thev
begon to create a distaste for church services; and as
absence continued the distaste increased, as it alway
will and does. /

The war is supposedly ended, officially, but th
slumbering continues in iis intensity, until many con-
gregations hoave decreased by hall, and some by more
than half, But the mad scramble for the things of the
world does not relax.

A few locals, be it said to their credit, have con-
tinued increasingly active in the face of these spiritually
enervating conditions.

And now, from time io time, there are luint stir
rings in various paris of the Restorafion as if some were
beginning fo lock around ond wonder with some
omazement that the achievement of a Zion redeemed
had not been atiained while "they «ll slumbered and
sleep,” and are becoming conscious of the foct that the
Restoration con not sleep its way into the redemption
of Zion; for as one writer says, 'Zion will not be @
miracle that descends from heaven.” Not while we
sleep. At least not g Zion to us. And the same writer
has opened his eves o some of the disqualifving things,
manifested in our omnolent motions, that bar us from
Zion now, and always will until discarded.

He knows, he says, @ woman “who has sacrificed
for the church most of her life. But she loves gossip—
the spicier the better—especially about pecple who
have offended her. The cause of Zion is hindered be-
cause she leaves behind her a irail littered with malice
cnd contention.” V

He knows g maon "who says he would lay down his
life for Zion—but Zion may never be worth the sceri
fice, because he is eusily offended. A slight offront
even when he knows it is accidental, will throw him
into a frenzy of injured pride. He retires to the side
lines to lick his imaginory wounds and think ongry
thoughts.”

He knows o man "who is quite sure he is o good
mon.  Of course, he was careless. about burning hig
waste paper when the neighbors had their family wosh
on the line.” "We don't have Zion becouse his side
of a dispute always seems fo be God's side.”

He knows o man "who, upon ordination to the
rriesthood, seemed more heavily endowed with 4he
spirit of grendeur than the Spirit of God. People werse
cntagonized and disgusied by his newly found sense
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of wisdom ond -importance. We don't have Zion be-
rouse he isn't big enough io see himsell and his
cehisvements in their proper place.”

He knows a woman ""who refused the mailman a
cold drink on o hot day,” etc., eic.

These people whom he knows are «ll sleeping
virgins. Aslesp to the fact that there is a "steward-
ship of Behavior” and of conduct that must be attained
before there can be a stewardship in Zion,—otherwise
the stewcardship in Zion would be polluted.

He continues: "We don't have Zion because we
aren't capable of producing it. We have the place, we
Have more than enough people in it, we have o desper-
ate need, but we aren’t big enocugh to make it work.
In the face of this catastrophe, nothing else is worth
tedking about. We worry about the history of the Book
of Mormon, pretty flowers for the church and the theory
of evolution and restoring Nauvoo. They are important
and deserve more support but—with the world going o
ruin gnd us with it—Zion is the impe:rcxtive It is also
the impossible until we change the quality of our living

“A group of men recently went to study archeo-
logy in Mexico. 1 know the rip was very worth while.
But « similar expenditure of money and personnel to
study the lotest findings of science relative to human
behavior and society would have been more profitable.
“"Many of our people engage in presenting the
story of the resurrection on slides, or making the princi-
ple of the socrament more understondable.  Fine, but
the church still stagnates, waiting for those who will
enigage in projects to make the principles of wholesome
living more understandable,

"Some ministers make a fetish of baptism by im-

mersion. Zion would be better served if they were as
resourceful and persistent in teaching the dignity and
getisfaction of the Christlike life.
“"Some of our congregations teach new priests how
to-gerve thé Communion and visit homes. Splendid,
but we rarely equip them to deal effectively with the
petty personal problems of the people. . . ..

“"We pray for Zion. Good, but these prayers are
meaningless unless we pray for tolerance and consider-
ation, humility and charity. Zion will be ours only as
these are. As we achieve these, we will achieve Zion.”
And in other guarters there is g stirring that fore-
bodes awakening, From a letier received recently, 1
excerptthe Iollowing:

"Latter-day revelation led us to believe that o tem-
ple would be built and o great endowment given that
would enable the ministry to go forth in power and
gother out the honest in heart. The New Testament
does not offer much hope that the conditions will be
complied with and the opportunity used. Christ himsel
says, "When the Son of man com%ih .shall he find {aith
onthe edrth?  The 'ten virging' are oll aslesp when
the cry goes forth, ‘Behold the bridegroom cometh.’
The Only hope that parable offers is that five wake up.
Wil ake up in time? is the vital question. They
are-not even rubbing their eves here. They seem io

beogiile Commnfed with their litle round of meetings,
socials; etc’

; Theintensity of the sieepmq condition is apparent.
" is apparent in the seeking of the emoluments of the

~world, and putting that first,

- virgins arose, and irimmed their lamps.

Itis appczrem in the ex-
pendﬁure of time cnd means in the plegsures afid fol-
lies of the world. It is appaorent in the lassitude mari-
tested with relation o our church oppeortunities and re-
sponsibiliies. It is apparent in the matter of our “stew-
ardship of behavior” and conduct: It is apparent in.our
lack of individual and coﬁec‘mve effort,

The call to awaken is to "wise virgins” who hczve
a little oil left in their vessels. . For the others it is too
late.

"And then, at that day, before the Son of Man
comes, the kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto
fen virgins, who tock their lamps, ond went forth o
meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and
five of them were foolish. They that were foolish took
their lomps and tock no oil with them; but the wise
took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the
bridegroom tarried they all slumbered and slept. And
ot midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bride-
groom cometh; go ve out to meet him. Then all those
And ‘the
foclish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for cur
lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying,
Lest there be not enough for us and you, go you rather
to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. - And while
they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that
were ready went in with him to the marriage; ond the
door was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins,
saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us. But he answersd and
said, Verily 1 say unio you, You know me not.”"—Mat-
thew 25:1-11, Inspired Translation.

The foclish virgins had dissipated their oil by en-
gaging in the frivolities of life to the exclusion of their
religious obligations. No one can replenish the oil in
hig vessel while in avid pursuit of that which the world
has to offer.

"And at that day when I shall come in my glory,
shall the parable be fulfilled which I spoke concerning
the ten virgins: for they that are wise, and have re-
ceived the truth, and have taken the Holy Spirit for their
guide, and have not been deceived; verily I say unto
vou, they shall not be hewn down and cast inioc the
fire, but shall abide the day, and the earth shall be
given unto them for an inheriionce.”—Boock of Com-
mondmenis 48:50-52.

LEON A, GOULD.

LETTERS
 Phoenix, Arizona, July 28, 1947,
With Greetings in the Fellowship of Faith, to the Church:

We have compleied an exiensive missionary tour
across the nation, and are again at our home base in
Arizona. The whole journey has been rich in experi-
ences, and in those contacts with human life which en-
rich in all its exchanges for aﬁ who care to acquire such
wealth.

After leaving Bemidii we had a good gospel mest
ing in Racine, Wisconsin., At Chicago we stayed some
ten davys or more and had guite a political convention.

At Grand Rapids, Michigan, I preached, by inviler
tion, in the Mormon church.

At Flint, Michigan, we enjoved a number of good
meetings with the locol church of Christ there. Stayed
with Brother and Sister Morgan, Their nice new church
there is a lovely structure, with upper and lower audi-
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m, ¢lass rooms; kifchenette, ste., built ot o costof
>'88,000; mostly paid for. They have o fine grow-
songregation. :

At Wyondotte, Michigon, the Church of Christ has
her nice chapel, with o lorge and growing congre-
7. Brother Surbrook, their postor, b&pﬁz@d six

2 we were there.

At Foundry Hill, near Purvear, Tennessee, where
leorganized Church has held a gtronghold for many
s, we had o rich experience: Some yeqrs ago
o 1 was there, the Reorganized pastor denied me
1se of their church, and alse worned his people o
erway from our meetings held near there. That
or has now passed o the Gredt Eternity. His suc-
or invited me to precch in their church. We had
11 house for myv. Sunday moming sermon in thelr
ch. The Holy Spirit was present. As o result we
with a cordicl good fesling in the hearts of oll

One of their young men asked for baptism. We

sded io the baptism on Mondoy morning before

ing that region.. Elder Ronev Overcast, of the
rch of Christ, corie over from o rather distant point
assisted in the confirmation. The confirmation can
leseribed as similar to thé Biblical occount, where
Joly Spirit came as o "mighty rushing wind,” and
i the whole house where we sat. Members of other
chesg present were all swept in spirit-  There was
YeTSon presem who was not so swept in the emo-
7 of the soul, under the power of the Holy Spirit
ent but that all wept, and even sobbed aloud like
ren—but in.soul exuliont jov. I was dn experi-
s naver fo. be forgotten by all those who were
ent’ "We humbly and reverently give oll honor o
the Father, through Jesus Christ cur Lord.
From points in scuthern Missouri, we recsived word
e sericus illness of my son, Hubert A: Yetes, hers
aeeriiz, Arizona. - We cangelled oll spﬂakmq dates
. there on, ond drove directly home. He hos re-
>d home from the ho L is h improved, and

miraculously saved from death by quick blood
sfusions. God has spored his life.

Your brother and sister,
TAMES E. and IRENE F. YATES,
1438 Eost Polk Sirest.

Council Bluffs, lowa.

August 3, 1947.
Dear Advocate Readers: . We feel that o "spiritual
" from any locality of the church should be re-
Sd. in our Advoccde, in the hope that #t maoy bring
sased foith and courcge to someone.
We are lote in writing of o very pleasont fimme spent
otmet]l Bluffs and McClelland over the week end of
7 ond 8, when Brother cnd Sister C. L. Wheaton
ed us We alwoys welcome g visit from them, be-
{e it means o pleasant time here ot our home, and
srituat feast on the Sobbath day in the home of
aer cmd Sister Carl Lubbe at McClelland, where «
arment ssrvice was conducted by Brother Whealon
030 ¢, my, dinner gerveg ot
Adid-sermon by Brothers Wheaten ot ' 3:80, and «
1kl solo by Bister Angelo.
God's Spmi was present ot our sacrcxmen? service,
crice more we wers made to fully realize 'The fel
ship of kindred minds is like to that above.’

“ond strifein our litfle group:

B0 followed by g

In Council Bluffs, Omaha, cnd McClelland, ’zhé:
are truly “kindred minds, ond we feel very thomkiul
o our Heavenly: Father for the obsence of coniention

Eash Sunday, Brotherand Sister Vi:znce Haorig o:nd
jour children meet with us in Sunday school here i
our home; and we wers truly happy when they joined
our little group about a year and « half ago. - Since then
Brother Haorris and son, Alvin, have become members
ol the church. .
Qur son, Robert | his wife, Dotis, and infont daugh-
ter, Marilyn Suzanne, born July 10; also reside in
Orctha, ond are regular aitendonts of our Sunday
school. - Sister Ida Parish, o member of our family, i
clso o regular attendemt, We have o scriptural reading
each Sundoy, after which we spend cur time In Book
of Mormon study. ;
1 pray daily that God wsﬂ bless emd guide his
people wherever they abide, and keep them sale from
evil ond deception, in these ‘days of which Christ spoke
when he stated that sedumng spirite would be abroad
in great numbers, sesking those whom they may de-
cetve and - lead astrav. Jesus said, "But whoso ireas—
ureth up my word shall not be deceived.”
OPAL JENSEN.

FROM THE LOCALS

INDEPENDENCE NEWS

The first dczys of Fall have arrived with « lot cooler
weather, which we oll can enjoy very much, after such
a long; hot, dry summer. But as the cooler days come,
we think that soon winter will be here and wonother
yveor will have rolled around ond possed into bzs’{ory ‘
I'wonder how much advoncement we sach have made
in God's work as the days have passed so switlly dglong.
Have we made any advancement or are we still i the
same old place that we have occupied for so long?
(ust driffing olong). We ase told that NOW is the
hastening Hime, so we each must make up our minds
i advance in His work or else we will be left behind.

Brother Archie Bell's daughter of Ava, Mo, stopped
off for an over Sunday visit with her cousins, Sister
Trene Case ond Sister Tdith Bell. She was on her way
to vigit relatives in Nebraske.

The young people had Brother Hubert Case of the
Reorganized Church speck for them one evening ofy his
missionary work among the Indions of Oklahoma and
his work in the Society Islands.  Views were shown of
the life and death of Christ, on anothér meeting night
For their social evening, they have had picnics and
wiener roasts: : ‘

Rrother and -Sister Wm. F. Anderson went 1o
Omacha ond Weeping - Water, Nebraska, ond held
meetings there, where they had o very good inlerest
They also went to Cowgill, Mo. to Brother and Sister D.
Ray Bryont's and held meetings over Sunday ot that
place. .

Brother and Stat@f Wichelas Denham spent the
vacoton visiting friends in lllinois. Sister Dorothy 1
e of those unforfunate vichms who hove to spend =
mf,my riserable weeks sgch veor with hay fever. lex
vect she is glod 1o gee cooler wedather coming ond |
f%osgmg forward 1o our it ﬁzosi which will bring he
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relief o8 she has suffered & graat deal during the post
fow weeks.

Brother Maley of Mt Avr. lowa made his last visit
for Seorament services the first of August. He hos

gone to live in Toledo, Ohio, for « time, but we hope it
will not be too long until he can return agoin, for we
miss seeing him the first of every month.

Brother Floyd Denham received word of the serious
illness of his mother, who lives down in Mexico. He
end his wife, with his uncle, Brother Roy Frisbee and
wife made the frip down inio Mezxico to see her. They

_ brought back the good news that she was much better
when thev left. Brother Flovd brought his brother Ollie,
who had been working in" Texas, back with him,; to
moke his home here.  During their absence the two lit-
Hle Denham girls were cared for by Sister Margaret
Mann: ;

Brother Forest Maley has found work in Konsas
ity and expects to moke his home in Independence.

Sister Cary Frisbee has returned o Independence
ofter spending several weeks in Colifornia visiting rela-
lives.

Brother and Sister Elmer Hunter made a trip to Be-
midii; Minnesoia, where they atiénded the reunion and
then did o little fishing in the lokes there. They said
thev had had a wonderful fime.

Brother and Sister Alva Wheaton were algo fishing

bp ot Bemidji, Minnesota.

Brother and Sister Wm. Sheldon have a new baby
son, who they have named Randall Allen.

Sister Clyde Babcock and daughter, Barbara, of
Elack River Falls, Wis., have Deen visiting at the Shel-
don home and gelting acquainted with the new baby.

Sister Mdargaret Skinner of Des Moines, lowa, spent

o fow dervs visiting in Independence. " She had been to-

the funeral of her brother in Konsos ond was colled
home by the death of her sisterin-law..  Word comes
_ that she hopes to retumn fo Independence soon ond

Brother Joseph Yates and his family and some of
their friends made a irip to Phoenix, Ariz., to visit his
relatives there. Joe has not ssen some of his brothers
and sisters for over ten vears ond when he appeared at
their door wearing o heavy black beard, they did not
know him. ,

Brother and Sister Sweem of Hamilion, Mo., spent
Sunday with us, the first of the month, We are always
_ glad to see them ond hope they con come again soon.

Brother and Sister Charles Derry entertained his
niece, Mrs. Poul Behm and her husband and fomily of
Englewood, Calif,, for o short visit. It wos the first time
they had seen her in over len yeéars

Brother X, I Smith was chosen for our pastor for
he next six months. ~Brother | M. Case was again
elected os Sunday School Superintendent

The two older children of Brother Kenneth and
Sister Edna Smith were baptized. June was baptized by
‘Bmthefr Rollomd Sprague and Alexandér by Brother
bicholas Denhern.  These two children are the great,

ureat gravidehildren of Joseph Smith, the mortyr.  They

 cre the grondchildren of Apostle Arthur M. Smith, and
brostie B O Flint

Sister Edith Bell spent a week end visiting with the

ey Bell fomily, ot Ava, Mo,

On ' Sunday morning before the Santa-CaliGon,
the' chief of the group.of Indians, BeBe-Coalan and
chief Swift Fadgle; wht were here 1o toke port in-the
three day festival, were the speckers; we had g good
attendance of mony outsiders, who are nferesied in
the Indiams. All enjoyed the services very much.

Brother Forest Maley was chosen leuder of the
young people for the next six months. Every ong is in-
vited to a get together at one of the parks'close to Inde-
pendence, as « start on the new ferm,

Brother Froncie Darrah and wife had their baby
blessed by Brother Wm. F. Anderson and Brother Hol

land Spraguse.

Brother and Sister Richardson have refurned from
Cedifornia and are again locking for o plude to live in
Independence. We are glad to see them back again.
Sister Richardson is o sister to- Apostle Thomas Barten,

The hetweather cut down the attendonce of church
during the past week, but we hope that as cooler
weather comes, more of our people will feel the need ol
attending all of the services, for we need etich other's
presence at-our meetings. :

ORA B. DEREY.

MINNEAPOLIS

It has been some time since 1 have written fo the
Advocate so will try o include all the news from june
o date. ; ;

Flder Horace Darby attended the reunion in. Vice
roy, Canada, and reports a spiritual and profitable
fime. It was his first visit fo his old sicmping ground
since he ccume to the United States during World War
1. He enjoyed meeting old friends and renewing old
aequaintances, also meeting new people.

I, myself, tock a trip to Washington, D. C., our na-
tion's copital, as a delegate to the Townsend Nedional
Convention, About eighty of us left Minneopolis in a
coach assigned to the Townsend delegates.  The rail-
road compony sent a man along to see that everyonse
was well token care ol We were treated rovally; and
when we returned there was some one of the depot in
Washington to accompony us on our trip home.

1 enjoyed every bit of my four days in Washington.
His o beeutthil and clean city; and when one looks ot
those largs beautiful government buildings, one feels as
though they belonged to us as much as any one else.
We feel apart of it.

1 did not see as much as ] would like; being a dele-
gate 1 had to be on the job. But one afternoon was set
aside for sighiseeing. We visited the principal places
ol interest in Washington, then out to Arlinglon ond the
grave. of the Unknown Soldier, then on to Mt Vernon.
The pages of history seemed fo'turn back; cand inour
mind we visualized the days when George Washingion
and other notable coloniams were living and leading
our country to freedom —especially religious fresdom,
a priceless gift to mankind, Little did these men realize
they were preparing a nation where the Restored Gos-
pel micht come forth. It is wonderful how God guides
the destinies of nations and peoples. :

We visited our congressmen and senalors; and be-
tween 6000 ond 7,000 delegutes had their pictures
token in front of the capitol on Capitol Hill~the lorgest
crowd in our nation's history ever to be allowed at one
ime on the Capitol steps and on the grounds. We heata
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a-great mony of the congressmen and senators spedk,
and had o chance to tadk to a great many people in
Washingtorn, and get their opinions concerning world
events. It was a wonderful trip.

During August Brother and Sister Flint paid o visit
o Minneapcolis. We enjoved their wvisit very much.
Brother Flint held o few mesetings; but becquse of the
extremely hot weather ot that time we did not have as
mony meetings as we would like. Brother Flint was
iooking better than I have seen him in vears.

Elder and Sister Maley spent o few days’ vacation
in Bemidji, being able to take in the first day of the re-
union there.

Brother and Sister Elmer Hunter came up from Kon-
sas City on their way to Bemidii for a vacation. They
stopped here one night, and I went with them io the
Bemidji reunion. Brother Darby had gone on chead.
We were able to toke in the last of the reunion which
we enjoyed very much. The sccrament service was
one of the best it has been my privilege to attend. We
met Brother and Sister Henry Jenson, and doughter
Helen; Brother Robert Jensen, and wife and baby; also
Brother and Sister Alva Wheaton who came up for o
vacation and fishing.

On their way home, Brother and Sister Hunter
stopped for a day in Minnsapolis. We enjoyed their
visit, and hope they may come again.

Brother and Sister T. ]. Jordon from Regina, were
also at the reunion.

Sister Frank Hook has been very ill, and confined
o her bed.

Here is‘hoping we all have a happy and prosper-
ous reunion year chead of us; and that when reunion
time comes again we shall have a profilable time, and
soch coniribute his or her share toward moking it a
spiritual ime. May God bless one and all.

ALICE DARBY,
1916 Second Avenue N.

e

BEMID]I REUNION

The Bimidii reunion, August 29, 30, 31, was very
successhul, and much enjoyed by all who attended.
The social services were spiritucl, the preaching ser-
vices instruclive, and oll were chcracterized by a spirit
of peace and tranguility. During the sacrament service
Sunday morning, the Holy Ghost spoke through Apostle
T. ]. Jorden, directing in some specific measures o be
carried out in proper order, which will no doubt be re-
ported in due time. Visitors from distant poinis were
the Jensens from Council Bluffs, the Harris family from
Cmaha, as well as Robert and Doris Jensen and infont
daughter, the Darbys and Maleys from Minneapolis,
Brother and Sister T. |. Jordan from Regina, Brother El-
mer Hunter and wife, and Brother A. 8. Wheaton and
wite from Independence.

The speakers were T. S. Maley, L. A. Gould, Hor-
ace Darby, Elmer Hunter, B. A. Winegar and T. [ Jor
don. On'Friday evening o musical program was ren-

- dered entitled "A sermon in song,” which consisted of
scripture readings upon Restoration iopics followed by
appropriate songs. The basic maierial for this program
was furnished us by Brother Archie Bell, of Ave, Mo.

Two were baptized, Carrol Ann,. doughter of
Brother and. Sister James Sparge, and Carrol Sue,

“our visit,

daughter of Brother and Sister Wm. Nast, They wer
baptized Sunday afterncon, in the river near th
Spargo home, and the confirmations were taken Chre
of at the evening service, when also the usual Church
o1 Christ custom of extending o welcome by the congre
gation was observed, after which Brother }ordt:m
preached the closing sermon.

Noonday and evening meals were furnished fre
ai the lodge where the meetings were held, the visitors
comforiably quartered by assistance of members and
iriends, and the reunion commitiee reported some seve
dollars more in the treasury ot the close than ot the
beginning of the reunion. It was unanimously voled o
have another reunion next year ot approximatsely the
same dates, the dining room commiltee was given o
standing vote of thanks for their very efficient services,
and Brether Horace Darby pronounced the fingl bene-
diction.

IN THE FIELD

Doubtless o word from the field will be appreciated
by the readers of the Advocate. During the month of
June we spent a few weeks in [llinocis calling on some
scattered members there, and also meeting with the
good saints of Chambers Park neoar St Louis. Cur
health, however, had not fully recovered so we were
obliged to return home for o short time, and then the
flooded Missouri River bottoms kept us home till about
the first of July.

On the fifth of July we started out and our first stop
was ot Lamoni, lIowa, where we have a few members,
We held meetings for them on Sunday in the becutiful
little east side church, owned by the old Protestor's
group.

From Loamoni, we came to Newion, lowa ond
precached a number of times in the home of our aged
sister Anna Walker and her daughter, Sister Tucker.
The few members there secemed to be encouraged by
We then came on into Wisconsin, stopping
first ot Montfort in the northern part of Grant County.
On our way there from Newion, lowa, we had one of
the most harrowing experiences in our whole life
Grant County, Wisconsin had been the scene of o num-
ber of very viclent wind storms, wherein barns had
been blown down io the number of twenty-one in one
wesk, and Grant County is « very rich farming country,
so the loss was terrific.  So, it was on the road between
Platteville and Montlort that we were obliged to run
headon into one of these cruel devasiaiors. It wes
black as night, and for o few minutes, we felt that cur
missionary activities were aboul to be brought to o sud-
den close. We were for between any places of refuge
so there wos nothing o do but to take it, which we did
but with fervent prayers to God for protection and we
came through safely, learning afterwords that the
greaier fury of the storm had crossed the road o few
miles behind us. Anvhow we are here to tell about it
cand give our kind father in heaven thanks for his pre
serving care.

At Montlort we held a number of services of the
home of Sister John E. Davies. A number of outsiders
attended our meetings and seemed very much int
ested, ond are locking for our return lader in the ol

{Continued on Page 141)
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Original Articles

We solicit articles for this department written in an affirmative manner. An offirmative article is
ome in which o premise is established, and evidences presented to support thal premise. In all controv-
ersial articles, contributors will be required to observe the rules of decorum established by parliamentary

rules governing deliberative assemblies.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

During the vear of 1820, as a lad fifteen years of age,
Joseph Smith attended o united revival meeting com-
posed of Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyierian ministers.
He became concerned in matters of religion. At the
close of the revival, the ministers began to contend as to
who should have the converts, and as o result the boy's
mind became confused. He did not know which of the
churches to unite with, and in reading the scripturs,
he read in James lst chapter and fifth verse, "If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 1o all
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him.” He was impressed by the siatement, and decid-
ing to take James at his word, he repaired o a secluded
spot on his father's form and in the midst of o clump of
iaees he knell down with the idea of asking God 1o dr-
rect him, having no idea but that it would be best for
him fo unite with one of the churches. While on his
knees, he said there was a power that overcame him to
such an exient as to bind his tongue so that he could
not speak. Thick darkness surrounded him, and he
thought he was doomed to destruction. But, exerting all
of his powers to call on God to be delivered from the
power, there was a light which surrounded him, and the
power that was seeking his destruction was dissipated.
He saw two personages standing above him. One of
them spoke to him and said, peinting to the other,
"This is my beloved Son, hecr him.” He asked the
guestion as to which of these churches he should unite
with, ond was told to join none of them, that they were
all wrong, and their creeds were an abomination in his
sight. Read Reorganized church history, 2nd Chapter.

On the 21st of September, 1823, he was again
vigited, this time by an angel who said his nome was
Nephi, and that God had o work for him to do. The
angel spoke of a book that was deposited in a certain
place which was written on gold plates, and he would
be the instrument in bringing them forth to the world i

he would be faithful. It is not necessary for me to go
-into the historical story of the coming forth of the Book
of Mormon as that is not the purpose of this article, bul
rather to bring to our attention the rise of the Church of
Christ in these last days.

In Tune, 1829 o revelation was received as to the
procedure to follow in the orgonization of the church.
8. & C. 16, B. of C. 15, contains the insiructions given of
the Lord. In #t, Oliver Cowdery was told that the things
he had written were true, and that they were 1o rely on
thet which was written, and i they would build up the

church cccording to that which was written, “the
gates of hell would not prevail goainst it Note they
were fo bulld the church according to "that which was
writienn . Wonld we be going alisld if we advanced
he idea that that which Oliver Cowdery had “written”

wasg the bock of Mormon, and would we be going
wrong if we called in the New Testament as o witness
as well? It might be well 1o look ot those two books,
and see if we could ascertain how the church was es-
tablished in Bible and Book of Mormon ifimes. First we
will refer to the Bible and call your attention to Luke
£:12, 13. We note that Christ went up into o mountain,
and there he prayed all night, and in the morming he
called his disciples togsther and, of them, he chose
rwelve whom he named apostles. There was no men-
tion of a Presidency ot thed time. Mark 3:13, 14, He
ordained twelve and sent them forth—again no mention
of a Presidency. In Matt. 10:1 we have another wilness,
ond there again it was twelve, Now turn to lst Corin-
thicns 12:18, alse read verses 28, 29, Note Paul says,
"God set in the church, FIRST APOSTLES —God set in
the church. Now turn back to Luke 6:12, 13 ulso Mk.
3:13 and Matt. 10:1. Christ prayed all night and in the
morning he chose TWELVE, not filieen, and Paul says,
“God set . . .” Christ was in constant touch with God,
and he was so concerned he praved all night in regard
to those he should choose.

You might also turn to Ephesicns 4, for further evi-
dence, cmd in neither instance is there any mention of
a Prophet being first, or a presidency being set in‘the
Church.

Now turn to the Book of Mormon and read Nephi
5:45, 46. There Christ instructs the multitude concern-
ing heoming the TWELVE-—no mention of a presidency,
or others to be over the twelve, Nephi 8:1, 2, no mention
of any but twelve being chosen; Nephi 7:13, twelvs;
Nephi 8:70, Nephi 9:4, 7; need we present any further
evidence as o who Christ placed as the leading and
directing body in the Church? Got set in the church first
opostles, SECONDARILY prophets, etc. According to
Paul, prophets come second, ond # is plural, not one,
but prophets—more than one.

Now, dear reader, we dre unable to. substonticte
the office of presidency, the apostles were first in both
Bible and Book of Mormon. In the Book of Mormon, we
do not find where Christ selected or spcke of other
ministers. It is true that when any of the twelve died
another was called, 4 Nephi 1:15, 16, but no mention of
a presidency being called.

According to the instruction given to Oliver Cow-
dery, they were to build according to that which had
already been written, not that which was o come at
some later date.

Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer were called
to be apostles, and they were to choose out unfo.
twelve. The apostles were not chosen until 1835 and
the claim is made that there were not sufficient men
from whom to choose. If you will turn to the front of
your Book of Mormon you will note that there are
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eleven men and Joseph Smith, being twelve, who had
not only seen but were permitted to handle the plates.
These twelve men were amply fitted to be special wit
nesses as to the Book of Mormon,.as were those men
who had been with Christ during his ministry and who
had not only seen but had felt him, following the resur
rection. - They could go to the world and say "we know,
for we have seen and conversed with him, and we saw
him ascend into heaven.” So the men who had seen
and handled the plates from which the Book of Mormon
had been translated could say, “We know,” and those
men died confirming their testimony. None ever went

back on his testimony as special witnesses. No men

were ever more qualified to occupy as apostles than
those men were.

We turn to Doctrine and Covenants 83:8 and we
note there the Lord chastizes them—"Your minds in
times past have been darkensd because of unbelief,
and because you have treated lightly the things you
have received, which vonity ond unbelief hath
brought the whole church under condemnation.” As
you read on you will discover that condemnation was
to remain until they repented ond return to that which
was written. They evidently did not repent for during
the fellowing year they were scourged and driven from
Independence and finally from Missourt. Later comes
the tragedy of Carthage. The “gates of hell” did pre-
vail for the church was torn asunder, and broke up into
factions, and many wandered to and fro seeking the
right way, many cloims were made as to who was o
b& successor to Joseph Smith, confusion reigned, some
thousands followed the trend to Utah, and others fell out
of the church. The church had not been set up "accord-
ing to that which is written,” but man chose o organ-
ize, set up, in his way; thus they come under condem-
nation, resultirig in the breaking 1ip of the church into
groups, each claiming the other to be apostates—a con-
dition which continues until this day. Instead of follow-
ing God they chose to follow men. In 1830 the church
was known as the Church of Christ; in 1834 it was
known as the "Church of the Latter Day Saints,” in 1838
it was known as the "Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints.” Which name is correct, or according io
scripture? | invite you now to your Book of Mormon,
Book of Nephi 12:13, 21; Book of Nephi 13:35, 36; 4
HNephi 1:1; 4 Nephi 1:31; Moroni 8:1, 4.

From the above ciiations we lecrn that the church
was known as the Church of Christ all through Bocok
of Mormon times following the coming of Christ to this
land.

At the time of the break up of the church in 1844
and subsequent years, there were four branches that
refused to follow cny of the so colled successors to
Joseph Smith, but held themselves apart, ond continued
as branches, finally repudiating the inovations that had
crept into the-church, one of which was the changed
name of the church, reverting back to the original name
under which the church was orgonized in- 1830-—the
“Church of Christ.”  Doctrine and Covencomts 17:1,
""The tise of the Church of Christ in these las days,”
D. & C. 20, "Revelation to the Church of Christ”
Church History Vol 1, Page &7, poragraph . 3, also
page 453, vou find where ihey changed the nome of

#

‘been disorganized and had continued from 1830, then

e

the church from ""The Church of Christ” to “The Church

of the Latter Day Saints.” Why the change? Then in
1838 they again made a change in the name, evidenc.
ing they made o mistoke in the change mode in 1834,

Those four branches were known as the Blooming:
ton Branch, Eagle Creek Branch, Crow Creek Bromch
cand Half Moon Prairie Branch., These branches finally
united and became known as the Bloomington branch,
continuing on under that naome unti] this day:

During the year 1852 the nucleus of the Reorgan-
ization was formed under elders Gurley and Brigas,
they having withdrawn from the movement under 13
Strang who went into polygamy and kingship, Gurley
and Briggs withdrew and denounced Strang. They had
been successful in raising up branches during their
ministry with Strang, ond from two of those branches
they formed the beginning of the “New Orgomnization’’
which later was known as the Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, completing their or-
ganization in 1860. We note there were none of the
original members of the church who were in the groups
or branches that were used to begin the orgoamization of
the "NEW ORGANIZATION.” ¥ the church had not

there was no need to reorgonize, but the very fact that
there was a reorganization evidences the disorganiza-
tion. The four branches referred to were approached
and invited fo unite with the Reorganization and they
asked why the need of recrganizing —"where there are
six members, one of which is on elder, there the
church exists with power of exiension: let's confinus
cnd let God direct in the further exiension of the
church,” but their suggestion was not accepted, so they
continued on repudiating the changes when they dis-
covered there had been changes made, even to the te-
pudiating o presidency. The Reorganized Church, I
think, had headquarters in Amboy, Ilinois, the Church
of Christ in Bloomington: In 1864 o revelation through
Granville Hedrick come to them instructing them 1o
makée ready to move to Independence in 1867 cnd the
way would be opened up for them. The Reorganiza-
tion ond other groups denounced the revelction s
false, and the ministry of the Reorganization advised
their members to pay no heed to i, but they were io
wait for o revelation through their prophet—a revelo
tion which has never come through their prophet.  The
Church of Christ believed God had spoken emd in 1857
they moved to Independence and held o conference on
the Temple Lot, finally buying each parcel or lot com-
posing the "Spot for the Temple.” They did not ac
quire it by squatters rights, but bought every foot of it
as the records of Jackson County will show i ony wish
fo toke the ime to go 1o the Court Houss in Independ-
ence and verify. While the Reorganized Church 1o
fused to accept the revelation through Hedrick, yet,
there is not one of them in Jackson County but what has
come on the sirength of the revelation, as no other
revelation is in existence directing o returm.

The Reorganized Church moved from Amboy,
lllinois to Lamoni, lowa, having their headaguariers
there for a number of years, finally moving to Independ
ence, and estoblishing headguarters there. ‘

Through the years, the Church of Chris! hald @1‘2“%‘
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the olive branch of peace, and sought 1o bring about o
betler understonding between the two groups, and ot
the April conferences of 1918 o working cgreement
wrs - brought obout, and™ a betiter "understanding
recched. From 1918 to 1825 that agreement existed,
and the Reorgonized Church honored the ministerial
cuthority of the Church of Christ. Following the infro-
duction of the document on church government, or
"Supreme Directional Contrel,” lodged with the Presi
dency, the Reorganized Church has repudicted the
Church of Christ, and have closed their pulpits to the
ministers of the Church of Christ.  On the other hand,
the Church of Christ adheres to o free pulpit and an
open Bible, and some of their leading men have besn
invited to-speck in the pulpit of the Church of Christ. A
number accepted the invilations, but to date there has
been no invitations 1o Church of Christ ministers o
spegk in any of the churches in Independence.

Surely truth has not divided us, and there should
be o move {o learn where the error is, and both groups
ol ministers get together and seek God for light ond
direction,

God had a definite purpose in restoring the gospel
iri these last days. He desired ‘to raise up -a people
through whom he could be represented to mankind,
and .to prepare the way for the coming of the Christ.
Possibly vou are familiar with the histories of the past:
Christ selected men from the common walks of life,
such as fishermen. In the early dévys of the Restora-

“tion, be chose men from the common walks of lile, and
we note in Doctrine and Covenants 34:4 that he would
call upon the weak things of the world, those who are
unlearned and despised, o “thresh the nofions.” We
tind today thers has been o change, and men have fo
be educated belore they will be given o mission fo
precch the gospel. Education has icken the place of
the Spirit of God. As we drift back through memories
lome we recall such men as John |. Cornish who, when
Called and went forth io precch, could not everi read
his text, yet a wonderful and lasting work was per-
formed by him. Alsoc we recall Arthur Leverton and
momy others who, without education, confounded the
sducated ministers of their ime. "I am ths Lord 1
chonge not” is what we read, and surely God is still
able to toke care of his work, and inspire men and
bring things to their remembrance. “Beturn unio me,
ond 1 will return unto you, saith the Lord.” “Prove me,
now herewith —if I will not open vou the windows of
heaven and pour vou out a blessing, there shall not be
room encugh to receive .

We need to return to the Lord, and seek his ways
and walk therein. - The purposes of God will never be
cecomphshed by a divided people, therefore it is nesd-
ful that we come iogeiher ond seek the Lord for advice
and direction.

“Come unto me and I will give you rest” is as true
foday as when it was spoken by the Christ.

Yourg in the hope of final victory.
WM. F. ANDERSON.

To fecy God with Godly obedience dispels all
other leor ond supplics courags to the soul

4

A SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
To z:zii the Peoples of the Great Latter Day Restoration
of the Gospsl: and to All, Everywhere, Who Believe
in' God,and Christ:
(Dated from Sen Diego, California, on Lincoln's
birthday, February 12, 1947; but withheld from release

i1l August 21, 1847

Ermina Perkins Kearney gives the kevy. for our pos-
gible salvation from nationgl chaos, in publishing her
very fine poem, "A Need Have We.” )

The poem calls for a renewal in America of the
Statesmaonship of Abrohom Lincoln,

It ig In substance o becutitul spiritual praver that
cur Lord may lead, to "Sirike the shackles frem the
Foor,” and to raise up in “Joseph's Land” a meon whom
cur Lord shall use to "Purge and make ocur Nation
clean.”

All our Peoples of the Restomnon who have foith
in God's promises concerning this “choice land” of our
beloved America; and oll of ‘every faith which iz cen-
tered in God our Creator, should now join in this praver.

In my humble opinion, what oll believers in Christ
especially, and the peoples of every religious. faith
generally, should now endeavor to do, is to elect such
men in our state and national public offices, who shall
emphasize as of first importance to sove this notion,
that our present need,—our most urgent need is for
general repeniance from all our sins,

These should be men who shall make clear to:-the
public the great economic sins, as well as of the soul
ond spirttual delinquencies, which sins in general are
now most directly responsible for impending economic
chaos, and threatened national destructon.

When we shall make our prayers specific belore
God in these things, who would then dare 1o assert that
our penitence belore Hirn would be efther unhscud or
unanswered?

Let us «ll be encouraged in our hearis fo unite in
that proyér.

Let us encourage all our sorely dzv;aed ond scat
tered peoples—all précious souls in the sight of our
Creator—io offer that sincere praver daily, with all our
faces ’ioward the holy spiritual Zion which God's faiih-
fulness must provide for il who shall be fcithful to
Him, by being laithful to ol His best, which He has
vlaced within «ll cur souls.

The poem:
A NEED HAVE WE

Another Lincoln great and good,
This is our couniry's need;

To stemd for Love and Brotherhood
Against the power of Greed.

To strike the Shackles from the Poor
And touch the rich mon's hewl;
To bind with Bonds of Peace o world

Thot War hos torn apart,

there's o man in Joseph's Land
Who tills this want, we pray

That God's. own hand will raise him
up;,

And speed him on the way—
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To purge and make our nation clean,
That we may once again

Unturl the Flag of Freedom
Before the eves of men.

—Ermina Perkins Kearney.

Qur Firm Foundation Platform for Al Who Would Pro-
mote Peace:

We must not foster hate-producing oftitudes.

Hatred against evil is one thing; but hatred against
persons or peoples who, by promoting evil thereby
become wvictims of it—that is quite another thing en-
tirely.

Every American citizen of any religious faith of
choice, is entitled under law io friendship and respect,
and of that consideration which is every loyal citizen's
right under our American Flag; uniil, or unless, specific
disloyal deportment should forfeit those righis.

Those of us whose friendship with each other, and
whose patriotic purposes for the fresing of our great
country from the most foul political debris of wrong and
injustice which now contaminates the very life siream
of the.nation's progress, need io keep our clarified
vision fixed upon the vast and vital differences between
the fighting against those viclous principles which are
wrong, or of foolishly carrying our fight against those
unfortunate peoples or persons who, by promoting
that which is wrong, thereby become its most pathetic
victims.

It is by clarification of those itrue principles upon
which real friendship and true, patrictic and charitable
tolerance between all honest workers for reform must
stand, that progress toward “less enmity,” greater civic
justice, mightier peace, and richer prosperity can be
brought to fruition. \

In ol our battling against the vice of political
polution, and of corrupt administration cnd civic in-
justice, we shall moke greater progress for o worth-
while goal when we frain our guns upon the specific
wrong principles themselves, rather than upon scome
person or clique, class, color, race, or religion.  Indict
ments against those may be argued, which, when
proven, prove algo, in the last analysis, that they who
promote such wrong as the oppressors do, con not long
egcape becoming victims with the oppressed as well;
and that both the oppressed and the oppressors need
the deliverance which applied justice alone can give.

Now is the time for less Enmity and less Hatred
to be upplied in all our humaon exchanges; and more
friendliness and more humaon kindness itowcard aoll,
while we endeavor to unite in giving releniless batile
against all EVIL, in its vicious principle, if any of the
finer things worth saving omong us con be saved.

Let us all, who would toke our part in worth-while
endeavor, labor to reduce hatred and to promote peace,
if we desire 1o contribuie that which shall be of lasting
value in matters of government, or in civil and collect
ive life, or as individuals.

Surely, oll those having sufficiently clarified vision
to lead them to labor for such as the foregoing ideals,
shall not be disappointed in the quality of lfe's fruit
age resuliont from their labor,

R

Let us do today the best that is within ocur heorts
io do, lest the failure of our tomorrow to arrive legve
cur plonned good deeds forever undone.

By the Help of God, yvours in Love's Conguest for
our national peace and prosperity; and in the fsllow
ship of faith in Christ.

JAMES E. YATES.

IF WE WALK IN THE LIGHT. AS HE IS IN THE LIGHT,
WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP ONE WITH ANOTHER

By O. D. Delong

Life, like war, is a series of misiakes, and he is
not the best Christian nor the best General who mokes
the fewest false steps. He is the best who wins the most
splendid victories by the reirieval of mistckes, to restore
curselves once more into the good graces of God, and
thereby organize a victory out of our mistakes.

Leighton savs, "Study to follow His will in all, to
have no will but His. This is thy duty, and thy wisdom.
Nothing is gained by spurning and struggling against
God's will, but to hurt and vex thysell; but by comply-
ing all is goined—bringing sweet peace. It is the very
secret, the mystery of solid peace within, to resign ALL
io His will, to be disposed of at His pleasure, without
the least contrary thought.”

There is so much of adversity and sin surround:
ing us that it means a constant warlare on ocur port
both in our individual lives and in the church. People
have asked me many times, just what things are sin?
The thought comes to me, "Where cross the crowded
ways of life—To know where to go—"" just what is right,
and what is wrong? So many things seem harmless,
but can we really know? '

We have been iold, Let vour conscience be your
guide. But I fear too often the conscience is asleep
especially when something we want o do suggests
iisell to our minds.

Some people contend against picture shows,
against ball games, eic.,, and yvet we often see those
people listening to the radio stories or plays, and the
ball gamés over their radios. - Where is the sin or wrong
in the listening more than in the going to see the same
things? The same people whe are on the screen and
on the ball diomond are performing over the radio.

I wonder if those things can be called sins as some
other things we overlook. These for instance: To think
evil of a brother or sister, thereby hindering him or her
in doing a work for the Lord; as it is just possible that
cur thoudghis are expressed io others, spreading thée
poison until its reaction causes pain and suffering and
too often one of the strong members find ampuiation
necessary in order 1o prevent death. I am specking of
o spiritual death, which comes too offen o a good

rother and sister who is cruelly and thoughtlessly hurt
by unkind words and deeds, ond such is o greater sin
than going to o picture show; for the latter is o getting
away for o few moments of relaxation while the other
is cruel ond trecchercus. Hurt not your conscience
with any known sin, it weakens your powsr of prayer.

Also James savs, "To him that knoweth to do good,
ond doeth it not, to him it is sin.’ So we con ecsily
have sins of omission as well as commission. Ons
author expresses himself thus: A single sin, however
opparently trifling, however hidden in some obscure
corner of our consciousness,~o sin which we do not
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intend to renounce —is enough to render real prayer im-
practicable,

A course of action not wholly upright and honor-
able, fesling not entirely kind ond loving iowards
canother, habits not chaste and temperate, any of these
are sin, and impassable obstacles toward an answered
prayer. If we know of o kind act which we might do
to encourage and strengthen some one, and yet do not

“intend to do, to perform, it is a sin of omission. I we
be aware that our health requires the abandonment of
some pleasure which we do not intend to abandon, that
is énother gin, and cause enough for the loss of spiritual
DOWEr.

Do we try to scothe our conscience too often by
making excusss for doing the many little things which
are grecter hindrances to our spiritual advancement,
such as hypocrisy, pretending to be what one is not;
deceiving one another, sirife, contention, bickerings,
disloyalty, unjust and unseemly remarks about others,
selfishness, jealousy, envy, ANGER,—oh there are so
many things such as these that are real sin because
they effect the body of Christ as o whole.

It is astonishing, says Buxton, how soon the whole
conscience begins to unravel, i o single thread or
stitch drops; one, ves ONE sin indulged in, soon mokes
a hole vou could put vour head through.

We will have 1o trust one another, love our neigh-
bors as ourselves, ask God to give us quick perception
of the feelings and needs of others, and to maoke us
eager-hearted in helping them. Let us pray constantly,
"Gromt unto us, Almighty God, knowledge of Thy will,
and obedience thereunto; that we, being guided in our
Iives and governed in our thoughts by Thee, may be
in harmony with all Thy word, and work.”

We may deceive each other, but we cannot, 1 say
CANNOT deceive God, for He knows us through and
through; and 1 for one am glad that he does. Not the
most secret thought which we must hide from eurselves,
is hidden from Him.

We have all made mistakes in cur lives, temporally
cnd spiritually.  Let us try not to repeat them; but en-
deavor with all earnesiness to know God's way, His
plan, His will, ond then follew it as closely as we can.
When we have done this, we shall be ready for greater
and better things; we will see the development of
spirttual things greater than our {inite minds can grasp.
When we relax for awhile from the busy day's work,
we will find jov in picking up the scriptures and reading
the many lessons that are contained therein, and we
will be able to comprehend that which we read; and
we shall also be able fo reiain in our minds the things
which we study. Our education along spiritual lines
will grow and enlarge, our vision will be broadened,
our wisdom will increase; we will see things come to
pass which we never realized we would see, our lives
will have a richness they have not had before, and in-
stead of the sordid thoughts which somstimes come un-
bidden, our minds will be clear and strong and healthy
with good clecn thoughts, our desires for right will be
stronger. We will become unselfish, we will have no
thought of envy or jeclousy in our hearts; but we will
wonionly one thing, and that is to see the work 'of God
adiemes: we will prefer cur brother or our sister; we
will exiend o willing helpful hond to oll who need our
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help; we will see each other in a way that will cause
us to say, "You know I think she or he is o very nice
person, and | have grown to feel so comiortable and
happy to be near them os they radiate such a good in-
fluence, and do vou know that influence shines from
their eves and their very soul.” Yes that is the way we
will feel toward each other, ond our {aith will be deep
and beautiful, and our Christian bonds will be strong.
The chain that will link us fogether will be of pure gold
that has no weak link, because we will have learned
tc love one another; we will have learmned to do good;
ond, as 3d John says, "He that doeth good is of God.”
And we will have scatiered good seed, in word and in
deed. We will be walking in the light, we will be
having fellowship one with another; and we will be
shedding that light by living a gospel that is bigger
than anything else.

And now I want to write how 1 believe we con
bring the true gospel to others.

“1f we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we
have fellowship one with cnother, and the blood of
Jesug Christ his Son cleanseth us from oll sin.”  And
without this light and fellowship there can be no salva:
tion. Therefore, the first work of the spirit of prepara-
tion, in this day, is fo convince those who commit sin,
that they are not born of God. (For 1 John 5:18 says,
“"We know that whosoever ig born of God sinneth not.”)
Ry their fruits we shall know them as a child of Ged; for
after having gained a sufficient degree of deliverance
from the nature of lust, covetousness, selfishness, and
the various branches of an evil nature; and having that
growth and maturity in the principles and fruits of the
Spirit, which are love, peace, meekness, genileness,
long-suffering, faithfulness, goodness, temperance, be-
nevolence, and such like; they cre then encbled 1o
know God and demonstrate the gospel in their lives.

As the work of redemption is a great work, even
from its beginning until its fincal accomplishment; so all
iniquity will not be purged away ot once. In the pre-
paratory work of the bringing forth the gospel and in
the building of Christ's Church, the true disciples or be-
lievers of Christ have passed and will pass through
many scenes of tribulation, mortification, trial and temp-
icrtion, in which oll the faithful will be united from the
eldest to the youngest as the heart of one man—when
they are truly living and showing forth the fruiis of the
gospel. And as sin and confusion are removed, and
everything contrary and offensive to the pure nature of
the gospel are purged out, so purity, order, and righte-
ousness will be established.

And as both the evyes in one heuod center in cne,
and see everything dalike, so will the true followers of
Christ be enabled 1o see eve to eve, and all things will
be regulated, ond set in order, in a perfect law of
righteousness, justice and truth.  And thus from faith 1o
icith, omd from one atiainment to another, there will be
o gradual ond continual increase in unity, purity, and
order, until the church of Christ is fully esioblished.
There will be a united desire 1o give of curselves and of
our services, with «ll our temporal interests, for the
mutual support and benefit of each other, and for other
charitable uses, worthy of support and consideration.

There can be no church complete, or in order, aec-
cording to the law of Christ, without joint interest anc
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“union, in which' oll the members have an equal tight
and privilege, according to their needs, in the use of all
things “in the church, without any differences being
made, just so long as they remain in cbedience o the
order and government of the church and the laws of the
gospel..

It should not be the purpose of the church to gather,
and loay up an interest in the world's goods: but what
they become possessed of by honest indusiry, more
than for their own support, should beuged o be devoied

to the poor, and such other uses os the gospel might re-

quire. It should be the aim of all never o bring debt nor

blame ogainst the church, or each other, for any in-

terest, or service which we have bestowed to the joini-

interest of the church; but give our fime and ialents, as

brothers and sisters, for the mutual good one of another
and for the church.

We should come together in the full order of a
church-relotion, possessing all things jointly; deither
saying any of us that aught of the things we possess are
our own; but everything will be possessed in & perfect
law of justice and equity, by ¢ll the members, We will
not desire from any worldly motives, to lay up in store
ot thisworld's goods,; but'solely as a Christicmy duty ond
privilege, for the mutual benefit; thersfore oll will have
an equal right as members joinily, in the use of oll
things in-the church, and according 1o their several
rieeds, whether they brought in any temporal substonce
or not—for there will be those who will not be able to
bring in substonce becduse of age, infirmities, etc.  But
in those who bring in their subsionce, more or less, thot
scripture will be fullfilled—"He that had gothered much
bhad nothing over; and he that haod gathered litile had
no lack.”

The cenier of union and protection’to all who be-
lieve, is.in the church, established in the perfect order
of the gospel, in o perfect low of liberty and equality,
for the equal bensfit of every member, in all things,
spiritual and temporal

The ministry holds no-title to londs or property, just
because they are in the ministry more than any osfher
members, nor have they anvy pensions, or solaries, but
whaotever they need for their support ot home, or ex-
penditures obroad, they should receive ot such times
ce they need it

Unio every member of the body is given o measure
of-the Spirit of Christ to profit withal, in which by o
faithfbul improvement of their created iolents, ever
member becometh prepared, and groweth up info o
fitness. 1o i1l that place and order, in the house of God,
for which they were cregted; and their reql gualifica-
tions appear vigible -omd memifest o the whole body,
who jointly unite in promoting every improved ialent
ond gift of God, given to individials, end which, thers-
by, becometh o real gift of God to the whole. Nothing

hould be considered esiablished in the church until i

receiveth the free and mufudl consent, and united op-
probation of the whole body; and thus, by the body, in

unton everything important s established: The it
tle simple, and very comprehensive wordsg of Christ,
"Whososver will come alter me, let-hirn deny himself,
and toke up his cross and follow me,” should be 1o
ceived and established among the psoples ol God.os o
foundation and lovely principle, from the time they

cwhich they did ufter
~ should not any mon write them. And it dame 16 puss

Sieiiioy
first received the gospel of Christ unto the presem dav.

And no-one member of the'body should seek to'obiain

the pre-eminénce, or to usurp cuthority over another:

but each to build up, and support the welfare ond com-

tort of the other; consequently oll would be busy, peoce
able and hoppy; and every blessing, spiritual ond tem-
poral would ensue, as noturally as rovs of sunlight
fiow from the sun, or the fruits of the harvest from the
rains of the summer. -

When we get the very spirit of the gospel into our
souls, we will become ¢of onie foith, one heart, and one
soul; and in consequence there will be the production
of peace and goodswill, humility ond temperance, cons
descension dnd obedience; order ond hoarmony, with
every fruit of righteousness, for the gternal life. We will
show our faith through our works, in-doing justice and
loving mercy: being fully persucded that where there
are no doers of the very works of rightecusness, there is
neither a true falth nor o true church, nor any frulls or
evidence by which the frus church may be known or
distinguished from the false, by those without. The in-
ternal spirlt and substance of the irue gospel covenant
is more than ever was, or ever will be, written with
paper and ink, being the fulness of the law of Christ,
written by the Spirit of God, in the heart and on the
mind of every-TRUE MEMBER of His church: and is by
tnem kept cndinaintained as an internal low of liberty,
justice and equality.

Book ‘of Mormon, authorized edition, page 872,
paragraphs 9 io 13:  "Behold, it came 1o poss
on the morrow, that the multitude gathered fthem-
selves together, ond  they ‘both “saw and . heard
these children; wvea, even bobes did open theh
mouths, and utter morvelous things: and the things
were forbidden thot  there

that the disciples whom Jesusg had chosen, began from
that time forth to boplize and to teach s many as did
come unito them: and as mony o were baptized in the
name of Jesus were filled with the Holy Ghost, And
many of them soaw and heard unspeakable things,
which ore not lawful 1o be written: and thev tought,
cnd did minister one to onother; ond they had ALL
THINGS COMMON AMONG THEM, EVERY MAN
DEALING JUSTLY, ONE WITH ANOTHER. And i
come o ‘pass that they did do ALL things, even os
Jesus had commeanded them.”

Acts 2:44, 47: "And ALL THAT BELIEVED wers
together, and had ALL THINGS COMMON: and =old
their possessions ond goods, and parted them o oll
men, as every mar-hod need.” (AS EVERY MAN HAD
NEED)

"And they, continuing daﬁy with one accord inths
temple, ond brecking bread from house to house, did
edt their meat with gladneéss -ond. SINGLENESS - OF
HEART. Praising God, and hdaving fovour with ALL
people., And the Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved.”

As yvou recd my arlicle; please study it carefully
and prayerfully, cnd then sk wveursell the question,
“lg-thig the gospel woy?  Are thess things confained
i the frue gospel of Christ? U sowhyare we not put-
ting them into proactice? We surely haven't much e
lett, have we, i which to correct our errors, and 1o bring
1o pass the purpose of God? dor the hostening fime =
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right of our door and i we will only profit by our mis
fakes and not continue in‘them we will accamphsh the
thing which God desires of us.

Some may toke exceptions to what 1 have written,

where ' gpoke of the ministry. But let me explain,.

first, befors vou- let yvour feelings become hurt In
some foctions the ministry are held up ag litlle gods,
ond mony o minister has lost his spiritual powers be-
cause of it, because he began o believe he was just o
litlle better thon the lay member, (o more holier than
thou uititude,) while on the other hand if we lock upon
thess men as coworkers with us and we with them in
building up the work of Christ, and if oll are willing to
share equally inall things no one is going 1o be favered
more thon anothery and in foct our ministry would no
doubt be enjoving greater temporal and spiritual bléss
ing than as of today; and it is just possible that greater
spirttual strength would be felt by doll becouse there
would be the assurancethat their real need would be
supplied. - And after oll what more can-one wish than
to have our réal honest needs supplied.

What would some of our real needs be, and o
which “ecch would be entiled? First, would be «
modest comfortable home fres from indebledness. God
has told us he approves of this when he soid in Micch.

4:4:- "Bt they shall sit every mom under his vine and

under his fig free.”  And he is willing to grant us that
privilege in the latter day as he hos sald. Arg we not
very near to that day? And is it nof consistont 1o be-
lieve that he favors each ond «ll having their own
homes where they need not be afraid of being turned
out of that home? Of course. God wants hig children
o enjoy every blessing possible, as he hgs in times
past given to those who serve Him the fruits of the Iand,
- ond blsssed them cbundantly. He also expscls us o
use that'which is given into our hands, wissly, and un-
golfishly,

In writing this I know that [, of mysel, gm not agble
1o mest every requirement that is necessary; but never-
theless 1 1s in my heart to want o do this, and it is my
constemt praver I may be cble to grow doy by day in
the knowledge of the real truths, and apply them to my
lite, " T'realize | must waich the green light belore cross-
g, thus preventing g misstep in my daily walks of life,
cnd which would dolso prevent me from recching the
gool T om walking towards; and so 1 say again, i ¢l
will profit by our past mistakes, and not repeat them,
we will reglize advemcement in God's work, and God's
purposes will surely be made manifest.

Since coming to Colifornia I have staried reading
ihe Bible from the beginning. - Thus for Lom enjoying i,
emd Jearning that in order to undersiond the New Tes-

the connection of many ‘things strange to us when we
hove not learned fully the confents of both., We have
aotten as for-as 2 Chronicles 33, and find things so
much ploiner than betore. It is ¢ good thing foindulge
i, os 1t wers to form o habit of reading several chop-
ters aday. Try i, ond vou will know what I mean.

i 3 S e 0G0
trust in God. - Let your heart and mind be dictated by

the heart and mind of God, and there will be « true
peace when doing this.

“Workmem of Godl Oh, lose not heart
But learn what God is like;

And in the darkest baitle-field
Thou shalt know when o sirike.

Qur foriress we com build secure—
By trust end loving desd,
Forgive, forget the past misickes
~By helping those in nesd.

IN THE FIELD
{Continued From Page 134)

There are also o number of voung folks there who
should be baptized and doubtless will be later.

From Montlort we went o Madison 1o be with ocur
oldest daughter, Virgie Culp, whose sericus condition
has been menfioned in the Advocate. . We found her
some improved, but still in-a serious condition from o
bad heort and dropsy. . We appreciate the prayers thot
have been offered in the varicus locals in her behalf.
We did not remain long on our first visit, but we went
on with our'work in the adjocent vicinity, Our first was
an-over night visit with cur isolated brother and sister,
the Addies ot Lima Center, Wisconsin. PRrother Addie
is an elder, and took part in the funéral service of our
dear bov last Febiuary., At Racine, we held some very
good meetings encouraging the few scints there ‘also
at Milwaukee., " We remained nearly o week of ecch
place. In Milwoukee we did put in two Sundays, It
seems that the fost age in which we are living and the

spirit that prevails generally, we cannot atiract 1he

- crowds thatl Used 1o greet us fifty vears ago.. We ssem

to be living in o different age now, and the gospel has
become more or less o side issue with people generally.
Yet as is soid in scripture, the time would come when
the fruits of missionary activiies would be, “one of o
family and two of a city,” and so we are findingit. Yei
the few who do hear and cbey really do receive the
blessings of God.

At Oconto, Wisconsin lives my only brother in the
flesh, Clarence Flinit.  Indepéndence folks have met him
and his wife, as he has visited us there. His healih is
very very poor, and so we feel that since both heand [
are reaching the shady side of lile's brief span, we have
ever moade i o polint 1o visit them while in Wisconsin
We sitoved with them about o week and wvisited his
married doughier glso with her fomily. They are not

- - members ‘of the ¢hurch, which is one of my own per-
toment we must study the Old, and then we shall get.~ ¥

sonial hearicches.

Whilein Oconto, we received o coll o come o
Mopleton, Minnesola, whers dwells our faithful Brother
and Sister F. L. 'Knapp, and their son and also, Sister
Knopo's helpless brother, Elwin Bowen, whom ‘Adyo-
cote recders hove often: heard wbout. Thig s the e
aining ohe of the fwe who-hove had to-sit yeoar aller

Hold fast o God, vet not blindly,  Be nottorm from
the grosp of His hand - To be form from that orosp

12 1o be hovled inlo & slote of dopkness, soreluse to el

yvour hemd be unclasped by the cunning powers of evil.
lustingly, though emblingly hold fast your faith ond

Cff" Brother and Sister Knopp who have so foithiully end :

vear for over twenty vecors folally helgless. - The older
orie passed gway oboul geven yeors ago. . Well, this
lostone new has become bed riddsnand we were sent
for 1o come thers i his interest as well gz the interest
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unsellishly cared for these helpless ones for so many
years. Our vigit there seemed fo relieve the tension to
r1 considerable degree. We remained with them and
ministered as much as possible for about a week, and

then went to Minneapolis &t the standing invitation of,

our good pastor there, Elder Thos. S. Maley, brother of
our General Secretary, Forest Malsy., We remained in
Minneapolis over two Sundays and held o couple of
meetings at each, alsc one mid-week preaching service,
but the intense heat made evening services difficult.
While we were there, Brother Levi Malev, father of our
fine Mdaley boys, cams for a couple of days visit with
his loved ones and we all enjoyed his association very
much. Also for the last Sunday we were there, Brother
and Sister Wm. Nast, Carelyn ond the new baby,
Jenifer Lynn, came down from Bemidji to_be with us.
Our pleasure at mesting with them needs scarcely be
mentioned.

Last Monday we came here to Black River Falls,
Wisconsin where we have quite a goodly number of
fine saints and began o series of meetings last evening,
ond had quite a nice representiation out for the first
night and the rfather unannounced manner of cur com-
ing here. We usually do come here that way as we
are more or less taken for granted here among these
old timers whom we have loved so through the vears.
How long we remain will depend on the success of our
work here. V

There are still a number of points to be visited, the
next being Sparta, Wisconsin, so we will doubtless
have more news later.

While we were in Milwaukes, 1 ook the occasion
ane day o run down to Madison o see my sick doaugh-
ter. I found her improving steadily, and also ook her
to the doctor for another check-up and then had o good
talk with the doctor concerning her condition ond he
told me that her chances now for recovery was very
good i she would just rest as much as possible and
fcllow his course of freatment faithfully. We have since
heard that the intense heat had been very bad for her
and that she had suffered somewhat of a backset, for
¢ time. At Madison we also have two sisters in the
gospel whom we visited. They are Sister Fern Sepko,
doughter of Sister Joe Matthews of Montiort, and Sister
Kittie Krone, doughter of Sister Wm. Matthews of Lan-
-caster, Wisconsin.

We cannot but discern something of the signs of the
times in all that is now ifranspiring in the world, indi-
cating the cloging scenes of the Gentile period. This
makes preaching now very ecsy because it indicates
the fulfillment of the things we have preached io the
people from the beginning of cur ministry neorly o half
century age. Our {aith in God has never abated, nor
has our love for him failed us through the years. May
God bless all of His work to the good of his children
everywhere is our prayer.

In gospel bonds,
THE FLINTS.

THE CHILDREN’S CORNER

DAVID, THE SHEPHERD BOY OF ISRAEL

; In the days when Samuel, the litle boy who had
lived in the temple, was the prophet of lsrasl, o mon
voamed Scul was king over God's people.

Fora while Saul ruled his people in rightecusness

and served God; but one tfime Saul disobeved God, and
the Lord sent Samuel to tell him that He was very dis-
pleased with his disobedience; and that he would lose
the kingdom of Israel as a penclty.
Samuel told Saul that some day God would give
the kingdom fo someone who was better than Saul
Samuel had helped choose Saul as o king, and he

“was very sad because of his disobedience to God. God

said to Samuel, Do not be sad because | have rejected
Saul as the king over Israel. Go instead to Bethlehem,
to o mon named Jesse, for [ have provided another king
from among his sons.

But Samusl knew that Saul would be very angry
il he heard that another king had been named, so he
said, How con I go. I Soaul hears of it, he will kill me.
Then God said, Take a cow and say, I have come fo
maoke a sacrifice to God, and call Jesse and his sons to
the sacrifice; and anoint untc me the one whom [
name.

So Samuel journeyed io Bethlehem, where he
called the people to the sacrifice.

He locked carefully at the seven sons of Jesse, hop-
ing to iind the one whom the Lord had chosen.

One son named Elicb was so tall ond handsome
that Samuel said to himself, Surely this is the man the
Lord has chosen. But God said, Do not lock ot his hand-
some face ond fine body, for he is not the one I have
chosen. Mon judges by the outward appsarance, but
God judges by that which is within the heart.

The seven sons of Jesse passed before Samuel, but
he knew that none of them was the chosen/o*ne, so he
said to Jesse, Are these all of vour children?” And Jesse
said, There is still another, the voungest boy, who is
keeping the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send for
him for we will not sit down until he comes.

So the other son, David, who was young and healthy

and handsome, was brought to Samuel. And the Lord
said, Arise, anoint him, for this is the one [ have chosen.
And Samuel tock oil from o hom and anointed David
belore his father and his brothers and God's spirit rested
upon David and he grew 1o be strong and God-fearing.

David was a skilled musician and played the harp
and wrote mony beautiful psalms.

But if God's spirit now rested upon David, it had
departed completely from King Saul. The king was
moody and sad, and his servants suggested that he
have someone who was skilled in playing on the harp
io play for him and perhaps drive away his gloom.
Scoul agreed to this and his servanis told him of Jesse's
son, David, who was both handsome and talented.

Scaul asked David's father to send him to court o
play for him; and when David came Saul was s¢
pleased with him that he asked him to stay of the pal
ace, cnd he made him his personal armor bearer.

During Saul's reign the people of Israel fought ol
most constantly with their enemies, the Philistines. Onée
time David, who had returned home from the paloce
was sent by his father with food to his older brothers
who were fighting in Saul's armv. :

While David siood talking with his brothers, the
champion of the Philistine crmy, o giant named Goligth,
cried io the Israelites, Why do you come with your en-
tire army o battls us. Choose one mon from among
vou and send him out to fight with me. If he kills me
we shall be vour servanis; but i 1 kill him, then vou
shall serve us.
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But all the men of Israel were afraid of Goliath be-
couse of his great size ond strength; and when they
sorw him they turned and ran away.

David asked them why no one killed this man who
dared to defy the crmies of God; but his brothers were
angry with him, and thought he waos boasting. They
scid, Why have vou left the sheep alone in the field.
You have only come down to see the baitle.

And David answered them, I no one else will, 1
will go and Hght the giant.

When King Saul hecard of David's words he sent
for him; but when he saw David he said: You can not
fight this Philistine, because you are very young, and
hHe has been trained as a soldier all hig life.

And David said to the king, I am just a shepherd,
but I have defended my flocks against the lions and
bears that have tried to destroy them. I am not afraid
of this Philistine, beccuse ! know that the Lord, who
has protected me from the wild beasts as [ guarded my
flocks, will protect me from this giont, because I will
be fighting for the Lord and his people Israel

Then Scul put his own armor and wegpons on
Dovid and sent him out to fight. But David could not
fight in the heavy crmor so he took it off, and armed
himself with his staff and sling shot and five smooth
stones from the brook.

The giomt loughed when he sow David coming
toward him and he said, Am [ a dég that you send this
bovy to fight against me?

Then David, because of his great faith in God, said,
You come to fight me with a sword ond a spear and a
shield; but I come against you in the name of God and
the armies of Israel, and this day the Lord shall deliver
you into my hands, and all the people of the earth shall
know God's power.

Then David ran toward Goliath and shot a stone
from his slingshot that stunned the giant ond David cut
off the Giont's head with his own sword; and the armies
of Israel followed the fleeing Philistines and defeated
them.

All the people in the lond were very happy be-
cause they were delivered from their enemies; and they
praised God, and loved David because of the help he

had given them.
HFELEN JENSEN.

TRACING THE SABBATH
(Continued from August Issue)

20. We can readily see that with o fixed-date of
the month Sabbath, the same as with «a fixed-date of
the month holiday, there would be only one year in
seven that the Sabbath, or holideay, would fall on Satur-
day. :

21. There is stll another surprise in store, how-
ever. For the Sabbath never continued o be on the
same day of the week, every week, throughout any one
calendar vear. It always changed before the end of
the year. For instance, the first year out of Egypt the
Sabbath began on Abib 15, 22, 29, etc., and were on
Saturday; but before the end of the vear they were on
Sunday.  The second year out of Egypt the sabbaths
begon on Sunday, but before the end of the year they
changed o Monday,

22. But before we go into that, there are other
things we wont fo notice in connection with the fixed-
date of the month Sabboths, There were also fixed:
date of the month laber days. - For instonce, Abib 10
was a fizxed-doie labor day. It could never chonge.
And it could never be o Sabbath, which it would hove
t> be every seven vears, i the Sabbath had been a
fixed-day of the week Sabbath. On Abib 10 they had
1o select the lamb or kid and shut it up in preporation
for the Passover least. On the 14th day of Abib, they
had to slaughter the lamb or kid, ond prepare it for the
feast. So the l4th, also, was dways a lobor day
throughout Israel, and never could be changed «:znd
become a Sabbath.

23. Then Abib 16, the dcgy alter the Sobbath
which was always on the 15th, wos also a labor day;
because in it the first ripe sheaf of barley had o be
brought for a wave offering. This was the day the
harvest began. It was a labor day, always.

24. Turn to Leviticus 23:15: “Ye shall count unto
vou from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day
that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering.” ete.

25. Do you get thai? The day they brought the
sheaf offering was Abib 18. It was always the morrow
after the Sabbath; therefore Abib 18 was always the
first day of the week, and could never be the seventh
cay of the week, which it would have to be once in
every seven years, i the Sabbaths were fixed-day of
the week Saturday Sabbaths. Grouping these work
days around the first Scbbath will help remember
them, thus: Abib 10, 14, 15, 18,

26. Responsive Reading: Exodus 12:1-17.
27. Bible Reading: Exodus, chapters 12, 13.

28. Topics for discussion. Tell the difference be-
tween a fixed-date of the month Holiday, using Christ-
mas and Thanksgiving Doy as examples. What about
Easter? Labor Day? Fourth of July? Other holidays
you coan mention? What did the Sabbath given,
ﬁ;&mugb Moses, to the Israglites, commemorate? When
did they actually begin to observe the Sabbath?

TRACING THE SABBATH
CHAPTER 18
(The Tenth Day—Continued)

Memory Verse: Thou cgmest down also upon
Mount Sincad, and speckest with them from heaven,
and gavest them right judgments, and true laws, good
siatutes and commondments: and madest known unto
them thy holy sabbath.’—Nehemich 9:13, 14

1. When did he talk to them upon Mount Sind,
and when did he make known "thy holy sabbath,” and
what day was it that he made known to be his holy
sabbath? It is the purpose of this lesson 1o onswer
these guestions.

2. Investigation shows that it was about o month
ond o half after they left Egypt that they came to Mount
Sinal. We read:

3. "In the third month, when the children of Is-
rael were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same
day came they into the wilderness of Sinal.”-—Exodus
19:1. Now letus look ot this calendar:
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4. The children of Israsl came to Singai in the third
month, which wo dbe Sivan, as shown above. “The
third month,” “t  same day.”  Which day? The lst?
the 10th? the 30th? No. “In the third month’ “the
same day. Why the 3rd day. of course, which wonld
be on Friday os wesee in the calendar above.

5. "And Moses went up unto God ' —3rd verse:
As we read on we find that God told him to go down
arid tell the people how to prepare for the fims when he
would speck 1o them outof the mount. He said, “Sonc
tity them today (which would be Friday) and tomorrow”
(which would be Saturday”) the Sabbath, “and be
ready against the third day: for the third day will the
Lord come down in the sight of all the people upon
Mount Sinal."—Verses 10 and 11

6. Let us get that firmly fixed: "Sanciify them to-
cday' (Friday, Sivan 3rd) “and tomorrow,” (Sivan 4,
Saturday, the seventh sabbdth counting from Abib. 15):
ond on the third day,” (Sivan 5th, Sunday, the morrow
after the 7th sabbath)) “the Lord will come. down.”

7. Again, what doy was Sivan 5th? Sunday, the
first day of the wesk after the seventh sobbath., And
that day, Sivan 5th, Sunday, Moses went up into the
mount, ond the Lord made known unto them his holy
sabbath. What sabbath was it he made known? Re-
member they had already kept seven sabbaths, so they
already knew those sabbaths, and had counted seven
sabbaths affer the Passover,
baths were they? They were sabbaths to commemo-
rate their coming cut of Egypt {ses Deut. 5:15)

8. And what was the Sobbeath thot he mods
known unto them on that Sunday, on Mount Sinagi, 1o
commemorcaie? What other, than the sabbath when
the Lord rested after the creation. It was revealsd to
them on the first day of the week, Sunday; and right
there Sunday was made o sobbath for their obssrvance
that yeco—I{oreshadowing d Hime o come when there
would be'a change from the sabbath fo commemorats
their flight from Egypt to God's holy sabbath which he
made known unto them that day.

9. There was a change made right there from the
lost day of their week to the first dav, which continued

on through the year; and that change wos mode every.

year thereafter at that same time, for 1,680 years—and
some people hove not learnsd vet that thet chonge was
ever made, but still cling to the idea of ¢ fixed day of
the week Scturday sabbath.

10. There was great significance in that charige
being made at that particular time; and we will ry to
make that sionificance clear os the lessons procesd.
Let us continue cur reading: ,

1L "And ve shall count unto vou from the mor
rowr alter the sabbath, from the dav thot ve broughi the
sheaf of the wave offering: seven sobbaths shall be
complete ey, U3:15

And what kind of sab-

i i

K&’—flﬂwﬂlimwm@; .

12. The day they brought the sheaf of the wave
offering was Abib 16, the day aofter the sabbath twhich
was the 1oth), Now losk at the calendor agoin. Find
the 16th.of Abib, ond then the next sabbath after thot
which was the 22nd: and then note the sabbothe s
they appear, Abib 29, which would be two, lyer B
three; and 13, which would be four, 20th would be Hve
27th, six; and Siven 4,seven. Moking seven sabbaths
complete ofter the Passover; cnd the next dov, Sivem
9, the Lord oppeared 16 them on Mount Sinad,

13, They were {o. count until "seven sabboths be
complete: "Even unie the smorrow ofter the sevenin
stbbath shall yve number ity davs.” Now commence
with Abib 16, agoin; ond lo count fifty davs, ond vou
will see thet it brings you Sivan 5, Sundeay, the doyv
cfter the seventh sabbathl

14, And whot waos that day called?  The Day of
Pentecost.  Pente—difty. . Cost—day. .  The day of
Pentecost always came ori the first dav of the week
after the seventh Sobbath, which was « fixed date of
the month sabbath, therefore the Day of Pentecost was
also a fixed date of the month observances. ;

15, The significance of the occusion begins to oo
pear.. For the first Day of Pentecost, with o wonderfbul
display. of God's power maorked the tshering inof an
Isroelitish commonwealth; and sixtesn-hundred veors
Iater, the first Doy of Pentecost, after Christ's resurrec
tion, with o wonderful digplay of God's power, mdrked
the ushering in of the Christiers Era. Both were o0 S
day, to commermorate God's holy Sabbath, the Sabbath
upon which God rested after the creation, and also to
commemorate the day upon which Christ rose from the
tomb, to be observed after that event,

16. “Yes, on this First Day of Pentecost, God spoke
from Mount Singl, revedling himsslf in power; end i
was on Sunday, the first-day of the week thed his
mirceulous event ccourred.  And what did-the Lord
say about this dov? '

17. " And ve shall proclaim on the selfsams day,
that it may be an holy convecation unto vou; ve shall
do no servile work therein; it shall be « statute forever
in- all your dwellings throtichout your génsrations.”
Lev. 23:21. Thus #t wos ¢ rest day, o sabbaih.

18.  The word Sabbath doss not mean Saturday,
as hug besn so erronecusly faudght by some, Neither
does # meon Sundoy. T meons cessalion or rest,
There is an object lesson in this event where the old ‘
sabbath merged intd the new. Sivan 4 emd'5 were not
two sabbaths; but one sabbath of double Jength. A
forty-eight hour vest veriod, or cessation from labor
You con't have two sabbaths, two "cessabions” from
work, two “rest” periods Wwithout o work peried in be
tween, It wos onerest period,” one Véessotion—ihe
double sabbath. '

19. Responsive reading: Fxodus 12:14-42.

20, Bible readinia:. Chopters 440 11 of Exodus.

21. Topics for discussion: 1. What events cluss
fered around the designoiion of Abib 15 gs the sab
bath? 2. Since this sobbath given o them wds fo com
memorale those evenis could it hove been given belore
these evenis cocurred?  How long wos it 1o continus?
5. Hond when the s come that these events weuld
no longer be commsnioroied, would there be any vur

pose in that sabbaih?
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