fon's Bldvocate

“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost.”—1 Nephi 3:187.

- B
 Velume 24 Independence, Missouri, March, 1947.

My We Achicue

o

The world today ” Our church lays claim
Is hungry indsed : ‘ To a gospel divine:
For something that satisfies When faithfully lived

The human need. Is an attracting sign.

Something of Paace Years have gone by
That is lasting and sure Our accomplishments few;
A brotherhood among nations There remuins great things

That will ever endure. For us to do.

But the lust for power May our aims be lifted
And worldly pleasure, With lofty desire,
Will never lead to - And our souls made pure

That hunted treasure. With that holy fire.

And in the conference
Of 'Forty-seven,
May we please the Master
Of Earth and Heaven.
JOSEPH E. YATES.
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“Editorial Policy of the Advocate”
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religious organizations.”—Conference Minutes, 1939,
page 85, May Advocate.

LEGISLATION

Legislation 48 necessary o a successful consumma-
fion of the work of the Church of Christ in the world.
Without legislation the church must forever stand still,
or refrograde. )

Giod recognized the necessity for it, and gave com-
mondment to the church in the first vear of its organ-
ization in thess last days, as follows: ’

"BAnd oll things shall be done by commeon consent
in the church, by much prayer and faith."—Book of
Commandments 27:3. And again,

"Nesther shall anything be appointed unio any of
thiz church conirary io the church covenoni, for il
things must be done in order and by common consent
in the church, by the prayver of foith.—Book of Com-
momdments 33:13.

Nothing con be done by common consent in the
church without obiaining the voice of the people; and
the voice of the people con not be oblained without
legislation.

A cardinal principle tought by the Book of Mormon
Was:

"This shall ve observe, and moke it vour law to
do your business by the voice of the people.—Page
295. ;

A law io become binding upon o people in righie-
cusness, must be acknowledoed and accepted by the
voice of the people. This is a cardinal principle wit
God himself, and so strict is he in its cbservance that
grery by his voice he had pointed out those 1o be or-
dained to the Melchisedec priesthood in these -last
avs; in the organization of the church, he olso com-
nded that the ordinations should be deferred until
who had been boptized by the authority of the
priesthicod could-be called jogether emd by

‘necessity for legislation from time to time.

their voice acocept these men as thelr spiritugl oo
and shepherds.

Tt

For an example in legislation: Th
repentance and baptism by immersion for the tem s
ot sins. The Bock of Mormon teaches iHe scme thine
and contcins the specific directon concermning who sho
baptize, and the ceremony tc be used. The Book o
Commendments has the specific commandment giv
to the Church of Christ today, identical with the co
mondment to the Nephites. But not until the Chitieh o
Christ by their voice and vote acknowledged these co
mandmenis as the law to govern in the church, ¢l
they become binding upon the church in rightecustess.
And when by the voice of common consent the Churen
of Christ acknowledged, in the "Articles of Faith an
Practice of the Church of Christ,” as a principle of |
Faith of the Church, the doctrine of "Repentarice and
Baptism by immersion for the remission of sing,” [See
Par. 5) it was esiablished as the law of the church
Hencelorth cnyone arising and sesking to lead away
disciples after them by teaching cnother kind of bap
tism, whether differing in mode or purpess, such @ o
second baptism for the "sins and iraditions of men,
for the "cleansing of yvour garments,” or "for the heal
ing of the sick,” was teaching out of harmony with the
low of the church, established and acknowledged by
the voice of common consent ot the fime of the adoption
of the Articles of Faith, and acknowledged by converls
therealier who subscribed to that law in vielding obedl
ence to that kind of baptism.

The whole history of the Restoration emphasizes the
Without it
men may arise teaching perverse things, and when
these tecchers become multiplied in number the mem-
bership become confused, and many follow into by
and forbidden paths; but the church having no ssiab-
lished law acknowledged by voice ond vote of the
people governing these matters, those whose duty it
ig o see "that the law is kept” are left helpless if they
attempt to bring offenders to account, and are met with,
“When did the church toke ony oction on this?”

Cme such insionce occcurred very early in the his-
tory of the Church. An obscure elder, Hyrum Brown,
in om obscure corner of the vineyard began precching
the doctrine of polygamy, No low had been estab-
lished by the church by which local cuthorities could
bring him to account, and the evil stench spread untl
il reached the ears of the church leaders, who by edict
summarily cut Hyrum Brown off from the church with-
out a irial, and then notified him to appear to answer
to the charges. . :

The necessity for legislation against this evil be-
came apparent, notwithsianding the teachings of Christ
on meariage, the declaration of the Book of Mormon
thert polygamy wae an abomination in the sight of God,
and the further commondments o the Church of Christ,
as follows: “"Whoso orbiddeth 1o marry, is not or
dained of God, for marricge is ordained of God unto
man: wherefore it ig lawiul that he should hove one
virite, and they twain shall be one flesh;” and the com-
memd, “Thou shalt love thy wife with oll thy heart, and
shall cleove unto her and none else.” And so the
church by voite ond vole adopted the following o
low to govern the church: . "Ingsmuch as this Chin
of Christ has been reprooched with the crimme of fomnile
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_ fion and polygamy: we declare that we believe that
ore mon should have one wile, ond one woman but one
bushond, except in case of death, when either is at
liberty to marry again.”” Thus by the voice of common
consent they established the teachings of Christ (in
three different periods of time) as the law to govern this
Church of Christ. Henceforth the church was to be
governed by that law and not by what David ond
Selomon may have done. This was legislation.

The apostolic church, also, found it necessary to
legislate in the year 52 A. D., because ceriain men orose
teaching the converted Gentiles that unless they con-
formed to certain requirements of the law of Moses
they could not be saved. And so the apostles and
elders ond the church met togsether at Jerusalem, and
by .common consent the aposiles and elders “with the
whole church” cuthorized a document sent to the Gen-
tiles freeing them from any such obligations (see Acts,
chapter 15), and in doing that they freed the Jews from
« these cbligations, too, as the whole tenor of the discus-
gion shows, and this wos legislation.

Legislation may be good, and it may be bad, de-
pending upon its nature and purpose.

If legislation establishes o principle of righieous-
ness as d law of the church, it is good.

If legislation prescribes rules and penalties by
which offenders against o principle of righteousness
may be brought to account and dealt with, it is good.

On the other hond if legislation is aimed at some
individual or group of individuals, in order o "get
them” by direct action, instead of by o just and legal
procedure, it is evil.

: Hence the only question in the minds of individuals

who are asked o give voice and vote in the estublish-
ment of law by common conseni, should be:” Does it
establish o principle of truth as contained in the holy
scriptures?  Am 1 being persuaded in favor of this
legislation, because 1 understand that it does establish
such a principle of truth? Or am I being persuaded
against it by some one, myself or another, who does not
believe in that principle of fruth, and wonts to become
a low unto himself, o free lance; ond shall T allow my
judgment to be swayved by him because he baptized
me, or blessed my child, or healed a loved one? and
come under the condemnation:

"How oft vou have transgressed the command-
‘ments of God, and have gone on in the persudsions of
men: for behold, you should not have feared man more
than God, although men set ot naught the counsels of

God, and despise his words.”~-Book of Commandments
2:3.

If the Church of Christ is to progress loward per-
fection, legislation is necessary from time to time. With-
out legislation the Church of Christ will die.

But beware of the wrong kind of legislation.

LEON A. GOULD.

NOTICE

The dining rcom commitiee will serve meals as
usual during the Spring Conference.

The price will be 35¢ per meal. Any donations
will be appreciated, and credit given on meals, if
desired,

DINING ROOM COMMITTEE,
ORA DEBRRY, Chalrman.

LETTERS
: Phoenix, Arizona, Jonucry 26, 1947
Dear Brother Gould:

Cur Borther W. E. Simpson, with his good wife and
tamily reside in Texus.

Brother Simpson suffered a stroke of poralysis some
eight years ago. He has recently been sent to the
sanitarium in Denver. From there he wrote us here in
Phoenix, requesting that a specil praver service be ar-
ranged, to pray for his recovery.

Upon two separate Sundays here, the Church of-
tered special pravers in his behalf,

The following from Brother Simpson's letter, is of-
fered for the Advocate, if you care to use it

Sincerely vour brother in the faith,
JAMES E. YATES.

Denver, Colorado,

Room 105,

Spears Sanitarium.

Jomuary 22, 1947.
Dear Brother and Sister Yates:

Well, our prayers were partially answered last
Sunday, for Monday my doctor was out, and I had
another doctor. He put my neck back in line, thereby
releasing the pressure that has been there for 8 vears.
My neck feels so free and loose that I want to shout.
The X-rays showed that the Atlas bone, between the
skull and spine, had slipped forward and downward,
thereby allowing the entire weight of my head to ride
upon my spinal cord. The pressure was 1,200 points.
A pressure of 900, is supposed to cccompany sither
epilepsy, insanity, or total paralysis. The doctors are
ol astounded that 1 could walk about and retain what
litile brain 1 had, and bear an enormous pressure like
that. They told me that it was contrary to all laws of
science, and that 1 should have (according to all laws
of medical and Chiropractic history) died instantly
when that pressure set up. [ have the only cmswer that
makes sense to me. God didn't see {it to obey man-
made laws of scilence.

There ore some terrible sights here, and others that
from appearcnce one would never suspect that there
was anvihing wrong., There are nine niee locking,
husky boys in one ward, and all are epileptics. I be-
leve that those things are about as bad as any thing
that could offlict o person.  Those boys are really piti-
ful. They are mostly around 20 to 23 years of age.

Give my kindest regards to your Phoenix congre-
gation.  You might say for me, that I pray that each one
will be singularly blessed. 1 am very happy that i
have shown such marked improvement, and om trust

ing that 1 will one day make a complete recovery. . 1

feel that my startling progress is attributed to the grace
of God, sent me through the eornest prayers of the
people who cared enough for a fellow man to reverenily
plead his case before the throne of the Almighty. He:
serve an ample share of my kindest regards for yoursel
ond Lady Irene, :
Write me os often as time ond business pressure
permits, for’ you can never imagine the “help ond
strength that good Jetters like yours afford me. ‘
Sincerely,, until the Restoration is completed,

W. E. SIMPSON.
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OF GENERAIL INTEREST

We present herewith the report of the Committee of
Five appointed by the conference of 1843 fo prepare a
Constitutional document for the consideration of the
Church of Christ,

The amount of work entailed in the preparation of
such a document is almost unbelievable, and the com-
mittee has been handicapped by many things, among
them the distance separating them, and making it im-
possible to get together to unily thelr action.

The document is composed in ils noture, various
iterns having been allotted different members of the
committee for them 1o dedal with. Some of these items
were reported, and considered by the commitiee in hur
ried meetings af the #ime of the October conference;
but some of them have been furnished since that time,
or completed by the one to whom the matter was al-
lotted, and there has been no opportunity for the Com-
mittee to meet and consider them.

Hence the committee report is a report of results
to date, and the right must be reserved by the Commit-
tee to modify, to revise, if opportunity is given for them

. to mest together before the matiter is token up by the
conference, or to oppose those items with which they
are not in agreement whenever they mav be presented
for adoption.

Respecifully submitted,
LEON A. GOULD,
Secretary of Commitiee of Five.

Commitiee Report on Constitution.
Article One
PREFACE
{To be Supplied)
Article Two

PREAMBLE

Pursuant o the action of the Ministers” Conference
of April 13, 1943, and approved by the Beferendum
Voie of that vear, and later affirmed by the Ministers’
Conference of April 8, 1946, we vour commitiee ap-
pointed "fo draft a document in the nature of a Consti-
tution, embracing the laws and docirines of the Church,
its Quorums, their duties, and oll matters Dermiﬂing o
the spiritual and temporal affairs of the church,” hereby
set forth the {ollowing Articles of Association and Incor-
poration as approved by the Church of Christ, in con-
ference assembled, and by the voice of the Church
through the Relerendum vote, as heretofore adopled

and acocepied, and officially published through Zion's

Advocate, to becoms binding upon the entire minisiry
and membership of the Church of Christ, with headguar-
ters on the Temple Lot, at Independence, Missouri.

Article Three
THE CORPOBATE NAME

Mormon, Book of Nephi, the son of Nephi, the son of
Helaman, chopter 12, verses 18 and 19, wherein it
reads, "Ye must toke upon vou the name of Christ
which is my name, for by this noame shall ve be called
at the last day; therefore, ve shall call the
church in my name.”

We therefore declare unio all concerned that the
name of this Church shall be called THE CHURCH OF
CHRIST.

) ation and the

Following the instructions given in the Bock of

Article Four
AUTHORITY FOR ORGANIZATION
This Church of Christ was regularly organized o
established on the Sixth dov of April, in the Yearol Uy
Lord, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty, agres
able to the laws of our country and b%¥ the will ond com
mandment of God, and this according o the grace o
cur Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to whom by all glo
both now and forever. Amen. ‘
The organization took place in the home of Peler
Whitmer, jr., in Fayette Township, Seneca County, New
York. Among those present were Oliver Cowdery
Joseph Smith, Jr., Hiram Smith, Peter Whitmer, ir
Samuel Smith and David Whitmer.
Article Five
BRULE OF FAITH .
The Rule of Faith of this Church of Christ shall cone
sist of the Bible cnd the Book of Mormon, and such
revelations purporting to be of God, past, present, or
future, that agree therewith.
(@) The Articles of Faith and Practice of the
Church of Christ is our synopsis or interpretation of our
Doctrine and belisf.  Said Articles of Faith ond Prac
tice are subject to amendment or correction s set forth
in Article Fifteen of this Constitution.
Articles of Faith oand Practice
MNote: Words in black type are proposed amend:
ments or corrections to be considered in connech@n
with the adoption of ih:;s Constitution.)
1. We believe in God the Eternal Father, who only
is supreme; Creator of the Universe; Ruler and Tudge of
all; unchangeable and without regpect of persons. ‘
2. We believe in Jesus Christ, the Only Begotien
Son of God. the manifestation of God in flesh, who lived,
suffered, and died for all monkind; whom we own as
our only Leader, Witness, and Commander.
3. We believe in the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of
Truth, the Comiorter, which searcheth the deep things
of God, brings to our minds things which are past, re
veals things to come, and is the medium by which we
receive the revelation of Jesus Christ. ‘
4. We believe that men will be punished for theit
own sing and not for Adam's ransgression, and thot gs
a conseqguence of the atonement of Christ "ol little chil-
ren are alive m Christ, and also dll they that are with:
out law .. . wherefore, he that is not condemned, or
he that is under no condemn@&on, con not repent; and
unto such baptism availeth nothing.” (Moroni 8:25, 261
5. We belisve that through the olonement of
Christ all men may be saved by obedience to the laws
and ordinances of the gospel: viz.: Faith in God cnd
n the Lord Jesus Christ; Repentonce and Baptism by im-
nersion for the rgmission of sms, Laying on of Hands
or: {a) %&%@ {bj Blessing of Children; (¢} Confirm-
ift of the Holy Ghost; (d) Healing the
Sick.
6. We believe in the literal second coming cmd
ﬂi%enia% reign of Jesus Christ; in the resurrection of the
ead, ond in Eternal Judgment; that men will be te
WOﬁId@C‘, or punisied according to the good or evil they
may hove done. -
7. We believe in the powers and gifts of the ever
lasting Gospel; viz.: The word of wmdom, the word of
knowledge; the gift of faith; the giff of healing: work
ing of miracles; prophecy; discerning of spirits; diver
kinds of fongues; interpretation of tongues, V
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% We believe the fruits of the spirit o be lovs, }’o:y,
peate, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, fuith, meek-
ress and temperance.

9. We belisve that in the Bible is contained the
word of God, that the Book of Mormon is an added wit-
ress for Christ, and that these coniain the “fullness of
the gospel.”

10. We believe in the principle of continuous
sevelation; that the canon of scripture is not full, that
Giod inspires men in every age ond among all people,
and that He speaks when, where, and through whom
He may choose,

11, We believe that where there ore six or more
reqularly baotized members, one of whom is an elder,
there the Church exists with full power of church ex-
tension when acting in harmony with the law of God.

17, We belisve that a mon must be called of God
by revelation, and ordained by those having authority,
to encble him io predch the gospel and administer the
ordincnces thereof.

13, We believe in the same church organization
af existed in the time of Christ and His Apostles. The
highest office in the church is that of an apostle, of
whom there are twelve, who constitute special wit-
nesses for Jesus Christ. They have the missionory
supervision and the general walchcare of all of the
churches.

14, The primary function of the general church, of
which each local church is o component port, is mis-
sionary cand the building up and extension of the king-
dom of God in all the world.

15, We belisve that local churches should govern
their own afairs, ond thot general church officials
should not dominate or interfere therewith. On invilo-
fon such genercl officers may, with propriety, give
counsel and assistonce.  Local congregations are sub-
ject to the Articles of faith and proctice and must be
governed thersby.

16, We believe the Church of Christ comprehends
the true brotherhood of man where each esteems his
brother as himsell and wherein the divine command fo
“love vour neighbor as vourself” iz demonstrated by
the prevalence of social equality.

17. We believe that oll men are stewcards under
God and answerable to Him not only for the distribution
of agccumulated wealth, but for the manner in which
such wealth is secured. The primary purpose of stew-
crdship is not the increase of church revenue or the
mere contribution of money by those who have 1o those
who have not, but to bring men to a realization of the
commeon fatherhood of God, and the universal brothsr-
hood of man in all the offairs and expressions of life,
and to maintain such social adjustment that each may
enjoy the bounty and gifts of God, and be free to exer-
cise his talents and ability to enrich the life of all.

18. We believe that men should lobor for their
own support and that of their dependents. Ministers of
he gospel wre not absolved from this responsibility,
but when chosen or appointed by the church to devole
thelr entire fime to missionary work, their {amilies are
o be provided for out of the general church funds. The
admonition of Christ that the ministry should not pro-
vide purse or scrip for their journey, but go frusting in
 Cod andthe people, is applicable.

19, We believe that the temporal affairs of the
general church ore o be administered by the general

kg N

bishopric under ih mision.cmd. directien of the
general conferences of the church. The temporal af- %
foirs of the local churches shall be administered by
local bishops under the supervision and dirsction of
the local congregations.

20, We believe that marriage is ordained of God,
and that the low of God provides for but one companion
in wedlock for either man or woman. In case of «a
breach of this covenant by adultery, the innocent one
MOy Temarry. ;
Y21, We are opposed o war, Men are not just- §

" fied in toking up orms against their fellows except as a
last resort in defense of their lives and 1o preserve their
liberty.

22. We believe in the literal gathering of Israsl,
and in the restoration of the ten lost tribes.

23, We believe a temple will be built in this gen-
eration, in Independence, Missouri, wherein Christ will
reveal himself and endow his servants whom he
chooses with power to preach the gospel in all the
world to every kindred, tongue, and people, that the
promise of God to Israel may be fulfilled.

24, We believe that a New Jerusalem shall be
built upon this land "unio the remnant of the seed of
Joseph,” (Ether 6:6-8; 11l Nephi 10:1-4), "which city shall
be built, beginning at the Temple Lot.” (Doc. and Cov.
83:1.

25. We believe that ministry ond membership
should abstain from the use of tobacco, intoxicating
licuors and narcotics, and should not affilicte with any
society which administers oaths and covenants in con-
fliction with the law of God, or which interferes with
their dutles as freemen and citizens.

it

—
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Article Six,
MEMBERSHIP AND TRANSFER
Mernbership in this Church of Christ shall be ex-
tended 1o all persons of all races, nations or fongues,
who have reached the minimum age of eight years,
who are accouniable and capable of repentance, on
the following conditions:

(o) "Behold, whosoever humbleth himsell be-
fore God, and desireth to be boptized, and comes
forth with o broken heart and o conirite spirit, and
witnesseth unto the church, that they have truly re-
pented of all their sins and are willing to take upon
them the noame of Christ, having o determination o
serve him unto the end, and truly manifest by their
works that they have received the Spirit of Christ,
unto the Temission of their gins, then shall they be
received unto baptism into the Church of Christ.”
{Book of Commandments 24:30; Moroni 6:2.)

"And baptism is o be ddministered in the fol-
lowing manner unio all those who repent:

"Whosoever being called of God and having
authority given them of Jesus Christ, shall go down
into the water with them, and shall say, calling

them by name:

"Heving: cuthority given me of Jesus Christ, 1
baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. '

"Then shall he immerse them in waler, and
come forth out of the water.” (Book of Commeand-
ments 24:51-54; 3 Nephi 5:24; Book of Mormon 4:94,
95; Math. 28:1.)

5




_ Poge 38
e

Zion's Advocate

Mairch, 1947
M

S

Boards and committess to serve the interests of the Gen
srcil Church; and Local Officers, eic., io serve the inie
ests of local congregations.

341
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Those having authority in this Church of Christ
to perform the ordinomce of Baptism by water are
those holding the priesthod after the order of Mel-
chisedec, and prissts of the Acronic order. (Book
of Commandments 24:32-36.)

(b) It is further provided, that in addition to
those becoming members of this Church of Christ
by baptism, as above set forth, that those who are
desirous of uniting with us from other divigions of
the Restoration, on their original baptisms, that we
shall receive them and give them the right hand of
fellowship on the following terms and conditions,
i, e., that they shall appear belfore on impartial
committee of two or more elders of the Church of
Christ, for review of their case, and it shall be the
duty of these elders to inguire diligently into the
marital, moral and spiritual integrity of such candi-
dates, and determine whether they have been di-
vorced, and if so whether they personally received
the divorce upon the scriptural grounds of adultery,
according to the laws of the Church of Christ
whether they are of good character; and if they can
trace their baptism ond priesthood back to valid
original sources, free from the taint of re-baptism or
re-ordination from the original ministry of God's
servants under the hands of Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery from the angel.

Anvy elders transferring persons into the Church
of Christ without complying with the above pro-
visions shall be subject to irial before an Elders’
Court for mal-adminisiration, and shall be subject
to whatever penalty the court shall impose upon
themn.

" When persons are thus recommended for mem-
ﬁershlp on the basis of fransfer, cnd belore being
voted on by the local church to which they shall
apply, or their names be acted upon by any con-
ference of the Church of Christ, that they shall pub-
licly pledge before the Church that they will adhere
to the Articles of Faith -and Prqctiqe of the Church,”
and accept of its_stdndards of foith omd doctrine
without reservq’ﬂea Ne-excebtion to this rule shall

“begranied; and if it shallafterwdrds be ascertained

that reservations as to the acgepiqncc of these re
gquirements have been held/or granted, then th
benefits of membership umér this provision sha
automatically be revoked f:m& the person dec iqred J
not a member of this Cr:azﬁrcn O}ChflSi

Article Seven
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
Of necessity there are General Officers, Stonding

{d) The General O#icers of the Church of
Christ are:

(1) A Council of Twelve Aposiles, whose
siorhus, duties and prerogatives are set forth
slsewhere,

=orrpers) of Seventy

Evangelisis who constitute miSsionary arm

of the church, laboring under the gupervision
of the Council of Twelve,

(3) A General Bishopric of seven men s&
lected by the Church to have charge of the
temporal affairs of the General Church, und
the direction of the General Conferences

(4) General Church Secretary, to keep
the minutes of the General Conferences, dnd
look aofter all secretarial work of the General
Church.

{5)
tary.

6) A General Office Manager. nomi
nated by the General Bishopric, and approved
by the General Conference, who shall have
charge of the financial records of the Generagl
Office, and the receipts: and disbursements
thereof, in harmony with the instructions of the
General Conference and the General Bishopric.
The General Office Manager shall also be the
business manager of Zion's Advocate, and

{(7) A General Church Recorder, who shall
keep arecord of the membership of the church,
as shown by the reporis of the various local
clerks and secretaries from fime o fime.

(8) An Assistant General Becorder.

(9) A General Church Historian, elected
cnnually, -to collect and keep a record of all
historical matters connected with the General
Church, and with the local churches, as they
shall be reported by the Local Historians from
time fo fime.

(10) A Secrelary of Tramsportation lo con-
tact railroad, boat and bus lines relative to
clergy rates and passes for missionaries and
General Officers, and gpecial rates for dele
gates 1o general conferences and conventicns.

(1) Care Taker of the Temple Lot
() Standing Boards and Committees: Siond-

ing Boards and Commmees when consisting of
three members are chosén 6T one vear, one &
years, and one lor thres years, and therﬁ@%‘
their terms expire one is chosen annuaﬂy for o
three-year term. Boards ond committees of five
members, are chosen two for one year, two for two
years, cnd one for three yewars, and thereafter as
their terms expire they are chosen lor thres-year
terms.

An Assistant General Church Secre-

(1) Relerendum- Commiliee of three, one

7 of whom shall be the General Church Ré
corder, whose duty it shall be to prepare for
publication all legislative matiers ordered io
be sent out to referendum by the General Con-
ferences, suitably prepared for balloting, and
when ballots are returned to receive and tabu-
lete the saome, and prepare for publication.

(2) Library Bowxd of three members 1o
care for the Genergl Church Library.

{3) BRelations Commitiee of three menm-
bers to make contact with other divisions of
the Restoration from time io time, and 18porl
to the General Conference.

_ {(4) Board of Publication of five members
of whom the General Office Manager shall
one, and oct ds chairmon.  Said Bowrd sha
have charge of the various publishing inte
of the church; incliding the publicoiio
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tracts, Sunday school Quarterlies, books and

pamphlets, etc., and shall have advisory juris-

dicon owver the Zien's Advocate, ond its
policies. In cuse of g vacancy in the Editonial

SiaH of the Advocate in the interim between

conferences, the Board of Publication shall se-

lect one to fill the vacancy until a General

Conference shall convene.

() General Sunday School Officers:

(1) A General Sundoy School Superin-
tendent.

(2) A General Sunday School Assistant
Superintendent. .

(3) A Generqgl Secretary.

(4) A General Treasurer.

(5) A Sunday School Quarterly Commit
tee of fHive. "These officers and commitieemen
shall be selecied by, and come o the General
Conference as recommendations from the
General Sunday School Association.

(@) Commitiee on Publishing BRevelations,
consisting of three members who shall continue in
office until the work is completed as outlined by
the General Conlerence.

(&) Booards end Commitiees elected annually:

{1} Editor of Zion's Advocale.

(2) Two Associate Editors,

These from the editorial staff which shal
have immedicte and primoary jurisdiction over
the Advocate, assisted by such advisory
counsel as the Boord of Publication may give
from fime to tme.

(3) Audiing Commiltee of three io pro-
vide for an annual audit of the General Office
Manager's books, which shall be reported 1o
the General Conference, ond published in
Zion's Advocate,

{5 Dining Hall Commitiee of five to have
charge of providing for megls for those at-
tending General Conferencesand Conventions.

6) A Receplion Commiltee consisting of
three members o arrange for accommoddtions
for delegates and visitors to General Confer-
ences and Conventions.

(7) Commiites on Conference Enactments
of three o arrange for thelr itdbulaiion and
publication for ready reference.

) Local Orgunizations:

_ ocal organizations may be effected in any
{ locality where there ore six members, one of whom
% is on eldermmgsiest  (Cihiolton: "Alma . . . or-

dained priests and elders, by laving on his hands

5 gecording to the order of God, o preside and watch
WGz the church.”—Book of Mormon, p. 321.)
e (1) A Pastor, or presiding elder or priest,
7 who shall have waichcare of the activiiles of
the Local, being o servant of all in the best in-
terests of the local group.

(2) A priest (one or more) whose duty it is
o wssist the pastor, and o "preach, teach, ex-
pound, exhort and baptize, and administer the
socrament, and visit the house of each mem-
ber, and-exhort them to pray vocally ond in
secret, and also fo attend fo oll fomily duties;
cnd ordaln other priests, teachers and dedoons,

and toke the lead of meetings; but none of

these offices is he to do when there is an elder

present, but in all cases is to assist the elder”
Book of Commandments 24:36, 37.

(3) A Teacher (one or more) "to waich
over the church olwoys, and be with fhem,
and strengthen them, and see that there is no
iniquity in the church, neither hardness with
sach other, neither lying nor back-biting, nor
evil speaking; and see that the church meet
together often, and also see that all the mem-
bers do their duly; and he is to toke the lead of
meetings in the absence of the elder or priest,
and is to be assisted always, and in «ll his
duties in the church by the deacons; but neither
the teachers nor deacons have cuthority to
baptize nor administer the sacrament, but are
10 warn, expound, exhort and teach, and invite
o1l to come unto Christ."—Bock of Command-
menis 24:38-41.

(4) A Deacon (one or more) to assist the
teacher in all his dutiss. Since the gualifica-
tions for deccons are similar to those of o
bishop, as enumerated by Paul in his letler to
Timothy (see 1 Tim. 3:8-13) it is indicated that
similar duties devolve upon him.  Hence in
small locals a deacon may be chosen to have
charge of the financial interests of the local,
cnd as the local becomes larger, and the
duties of the finomcial aggent increase, he may
be ordained a bishop, the local having com-
plied with the instruction of the Apostle Paul
io let him “first be proved.—1 Tim. 3:10.

(5) A Clerk or Secretary o keep record of
all business transactions of the local, such as
the minutes of local business meelings,
record of baptisms, ordinations, confirmations,
marriages and divorces, blessing of children,
eic., and the transfer of membership to and
from other locals of the Church, of those who
remove from one local to another, and have
estoblished o residence within such locol
Such letters of removal or certificates of mem-
bership shall be issued and signed by the
pastor and clerk and issued directly to the Pas-
ior or Clerk of the local where residence has
heen estoblished, Such letiers or certificates
may be issued by the pastor and clerk without
the formality of o vois of the local, except in
cases where charges of misconduct are pend-
ing ot the time of removal; in which case letters’
may not be issued until such charges are ad-
justed ccocording to the rules of the church, ond
such adijustment recognized by a voie of the
local of first residence.

All #tems of record made by the Clerk of
local shall be reported to the General Church
Recorder anmually, or from time io time, L e,
quarterly or semionnually, as the local meay
determins. '

(6) Local Historion (who may be the
Local Glerk or Secretary) whose responsibility
it shall be to keep on account of all events and
matters relating fo the growth and develop
ment of the local, and fo furnish o copy of the
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same to the General Church Historiom an-

nually.

(7) A Chorister who shall have charge of
song services and musical activities of the
local.

§ (d) Auxiliary Organizations:

Each local may have on auxiliary organiza-
tion, a Sunday Scheol, organized and conducted
in harmony with the General Sunday School Or-
ganization; a Young Peoples organization, organ-
ized ond conducted in harmony with the General
Young People's Christion League; and such other
auxiliary acivities as may be in harmony with fu-
ture actions of the General Church.

(e) Any local, or group of people in a local,
desircus of doing so, may organize into cooperc-
tive associations for the advancement of their spirit-
ual and economic wellare and the furthering of
social equality and the principles of all things
common among themselves, may do so, in har-
mony with the scriptures as found in the Bible,
Bock of Mormon, and the Laws and Command-
ments given to the Church of Christ in these last
days; and in harmony with the actions of the
General Conferences of the Church of Christ, as fol-

lows:

5 “Resolved that we look with favor upon greups
‘of members of the Church of Christ, everywhere,
being encouraged io work along the lines of co-
operative endeavor, in the establishment of greater
security in the temporal affgirs of their lives.'—
Referendum Vote of 1937,

"It was resolved that the conference endorse
and approve of the dutles, responsibilities and pre-
rogatives of the bishop as siated in chapters 44 and
51 of the Book of Commandments.” Conference
g‘Minuies, April 11, 1927.

| "Resolved, that it is the sense of this body,
‘that it be recommended for the acceptance of the
‘church as a whole, that there be an observance of
the principle of consecration of all our properties to
the church, to be followed by tithing one-enth of

pendence, Mo.

Such cooperative organization, whether com-
posed of the entire membership of the local, or only
a group of them, shall organize as a separaie unit,
and shall do their business in their own name or
names, and not in the name of the church. A
cooperative orgamization, as such, shall have no
jurisdiction over the local church organization, nor
shall the local church organization have any juris-
diction over it, neither the right to hinder nor to
interfere in any way.

{f) The scope of a local church may be ex-
tended in harmony with the law of God from o
small nucleus to a perfectly developed organiza-
tion composed of Bishops, Elders, Priests, Teachers
and Deacons, and its several departments of ac-
tivities, and auxiliary orgomizations.

Arficle Eight

CHUBCH GOVERNMENT AND DUTIES AND PRE-
ROGATIVES OF OFFICERS

The General Church government is divided into

“Hve body in the church, to whose m

one's income. ' —Adopted October 19, 1925, Inde- :
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three principal divisions, i. e., the Legislative, the Execu-
tive, and the Judicial.

{a) The Legislative Division shall be known

j as the People’s Conference; and all matters of a
| legislative nature before becoming a law to the
' whole church must be acknowledged and adopted

by a referendum vote of the People's Conference,
to become binding, and shall go into effect as of
October 1, after the referendum ballots have been
tabulated and published to the Church through the
Advocate.

Legislative matier may be initlated by mem-
bers in good standing, Local Churches, Auxiliaries;
General Church quorums and Conferences; and
must first be published in the Advocate as re-
quired by law, belore being presented to the Gen-
eral Conference, and ordered sent to referendum
by that body. The vote upon o legislative matter
in the General Conference shall be on the question,
"Shall this matter be sent to referendum,” and not
on a "motion to adopt.”

Any legislative act adopted by the People's
Conference shall be in full force and effect from the
date of its adoption until repealed by the People's
Conference.

(All referendum rules not rescinded or amend-
ed by this constitution, are made a part of this docu-
ment.)

{b) The Executive Division:

The General Conlerence is the highest exe

quorums, councils, commitiees, boards, and other
general officers are subject. The acts of the Gen-
eral Conference are measures for the carrying on
of the work of the church, and are directive in their
nature, and are in force and effect for one year from
date of adoption, or until the objective designed in
the adoption of the measure shall be aftained, or
the mecasure be repealed by a majority vote.

7 1) The Council of Twelve is the chief
gxecutive quorum of the church and shall
carry on its work in hormony with the meas-
ures adopted by the’ ~ ?
% the laws adopted by the People’s Cozzf@yence*;
1

%

3

\

In the interim between conierences, the Coun-
cil of Twelve is the highest directive hody in
the church, and has charge of the missionary
- work of the church, and the oversight and
wsupervssiora of the general church work in ¢l

< Should an emergency carise between con--
lerences, requiring immediate action, the
Council of Twelve, when acting as & 'be
harmony with the laws of the Church, and W;ﬁ:} :
the Rules and Regulations governing quorumi
proceedure, carries into its decisions ” the
powers of the General Conference, cnd such
decisions acquire the same status as the meas-
ures adopted by the preceding General Ccm«
ferenca,

(2) The General Bishopric is o ;
7 body, in charge of the financial and fempora
affairs of the Church, under the &

» “MW»W/MWWM‘\E
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and direction of the General Conferences.

() The Seventy are General Church officers
‘belonginay to~the missionary crm of the church,
and e labor as evangelists under the direction
of the missionary in charge, in the various fields
in which they abide, or to which they are ap-
pointed by the General Church. Their work is
purely missionary, and is not executive in the
sense that they exercise supervisory oversight and
waicheare of the churches; neither is it judicial in
the sense that they should sesk to deal with disor-
ders in locals that may come under their notice;
but should report same to the missionary in charge.
By observing these provisions the Seventy may
maintain an-open and unbiased mind that shall en-
able them when necessity requires to act as quaii-
fied members upon a High Court, according to the
provisions of our Jurisprudence, poragraph 23

() The Judicial Department of the Church is
set forth in the Rules of Jurisprudence of the Church
of Christ as adopted by the referendum vote of the
Church in 1941, Said Rules are subject to amend-
ment or correction, in harmony with Section Fifteen
of this document; of which said Bules are hereby
made o part,

Section Nine.

DUTIES OF MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

() 1t shall be the duly of each member of
this Church of Christ, to manifest belore the elders,
/ and the Church, by a godly walk and conversation,
that they are worthy of such membership, that there
may be works and faith agreeable to the Holy scrip-
tures, walking in oll holiness before the Lord.

{b) Tt shall be the duty of members having
children to bring them unto the elders of the Church,

5 / who are to lay their hands upon them in the name
/| of the Lord, and bless them in the name of Christ;
;’ and to teach them in the home by precept and
/ example the plan of salvation, ond to attend the

various services of the church, that they have
desire to cbev the gospel and accept of is ordi-
nances when they shall arrive at the age of ac-
countability. (See Book of Commandments 24:49;
Moroni 8: Jacob 2:62.)

(©)  Anv member of this Church of Christ frans-
gressing or being overtoken in o foult, shall be
dealt with according as the scriptures direct, as set

“forth in the Court Procedure and Jurisprudence of

the Church.

{d) Any member removing from the local-
church where they maoy reside to another local

church shall petition the local church he is leaving
to send o letter of recommendation io the local
church with which he desires to be affiliated, show-
ing him to be in good standing, which letter shall
be signed by the pastor and clerk or secretary of
the local church where he had his membership.
Section Ten
CONFERENCES

() Generagl Conferences:

The General Conference of the Church of Christ
shall convene April 6, ot 10 a. m., in the upper cudi-
torium of the Church of Christ, on the Temple Lot, Inde-
pendence, Wissouri:

Zion's Advocate :’Paqs 41‘:

(1) The General Conference shall be a dele-
gate Conlerence. C
2y Delegates shall be chosen on a buasis of
one delegate for every six members in good stand-
ing, and an additional deleguaie for o remaining
fractional part of four or more members,

(3) Delegates may be chosen from the priest-
hood or membership.

{4y No person shall be o delegate from any
local except the one in which he or she holds mem-
bership.

(5) For the purpose of choosing delegates,
scattered members should register their member-
ship with the local church nearest them.

6 Only delegaies and the priesthood shall
have voice and vole; except, by courtesy of the
body, o veice may be granted to o non-delegate
member.

(79 The Council of Twelve, General Bishopric,
cmnd other members of the Priesthood after the Or-
der of Melchisedec, in aftendance at conference,
shall be entitled io one vole in an ex-officio co-
pacity.

8) When o member of the Melchisedec
Priesthood is o regulor delegale he shall cast the
vote for his local, and also his ex-officio vote. .

9) No legislative matter approved by the s ,é
Conference shall become the law of the church 7 ‘
until approved by o referendum vote of the entire:
church. o

(10)  All matters sent to referendum shall be
prepared in ballot form and sent to the churches in
the first issue of the Advocate following the confer-
ence; ond o return of the voles shall be made and
tetbulated as of midnight July 31st each vear.

(1) No cargument either for or against the
proposed legislation shall be published in the Ad-
vocate; but it shall be the duty of the delegates o
report to their local churches full information rela
tive to the matiers under referendum consideration.
(b) Filling of Vacancies—Election of Officers:

{1) The filling of vacancies in gquorums, selsc-
ion of all officers, editors, standing boards, stand-
ing committees, elc., and ol routine matters per-
taining to the conference shall be taken core of at
the conference, and shall not be sent out io referen-
durn.

2y All officers and standing committees elect-
ed by the conference shall take office the first of
the month following the adjournment of contference.

(3) Missionary appointments, filling vacan-
cies in the Council of Twelve, General Bishopric, or
Seventy, shall bscome effective ug soon g dp-
pointed by the conference, and after having been
ordained or set apart as the case may require.

(4) Ordinations of others called to the priest-
hood af the canference shall be deferred until ap-
proved by the missionary in charge of that fleld
and by the local in which they have member-
ship.

(¢) Program for Conference Business Sessions:

The opening session shall convene at 10 a. m., and
shall be for the purpose of organizing the conference us
follows: , .
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- {1) The presiding cuthorities of the Confer-
*ence shall be the Council of Twelve, they to preside
in turn as the Council may direct.
' (2) The General Church Sectetary and As
~ gistant General Church Secretary shall act as sec-
retaries of the conference, with power to choose as-
sistants as needed.

(3) Redgisiration of delegates and presentation
of letters or certificates from local church secre-
faries.

{4) Registration of the priesthoed according to
their order.

(5)  Announcement of the daily order of meet-

ings, as outlined by the Council of Twelve, whose_

responsibility it is to direct and crronge the order
of meetings.

(6) The remaining time of this first session, be-
fore the noon adjournment, shall be used for
proyer, testimony ond devotional service.

(d) Order of Daily Conlerence Sessions: except
Sunday:
/ The second, and succeeding mormning business ses-
sign shall be held from 10 @ m. to 12 a. m., daily, and
shall be conducted as follows:

(1) Opening, with oppropriate song, prayer
and scriptural reading.

(7} Secting of delegates.

{3) Roll call of priesthood registered with the
Secretary.

4) Reading ond approving the mmutes ol the
previous session, except the minules of the Hnal ses-
sion shall be approved at the close of that session.
(5) Reading the reports of the delegates,
ministry and committees that are received to date.
Proposed resclutions shall be presented for reading
at this time,
6) Reading the slate of all business o come
before that session of conference; first, unfinished
business; second, new business,

(7} Filling of offices, commitiess and other rou-
tine business of the conference, according to the
accepted rules of order.

(8) New legislation may be presented by cny
delegate or member of the priesthood, and shall
be disposed of by an orderly discussion before the
conference as Iollows:

{o} First Reading: At the first reading
the sponsor, if present, or his represeniative,
- may without motion and vote set forth regsons
for introducing the resolution, and the object to
be attained. If the body wishes o consider
this resclution they shall by motion and vote
instruct that the sponsor present it to whichever
quorum of the priesthood, or commities, the
body sees fit. Aflter the resclution has been
considered by the quorum or commilies, in
conjunchon with the sponsor and all pariies
interesied, it may be called up for a second
reading by any member of the assembly.

) Second Reading: After having been
colled up for o second reading, it shall be re-
ported by a member of the guorum or commit
tee (chosen by the quorum or commitiee) which

i,

considered it. If o sharp division of opinion

shall develop in o guorum or commitiee relo-

five 1o the matters referred to them by the con:
ference, it shall be proper for both a maojority
fmd minority recommendation to be reported

ack io the assembly. In this case a repre-
ssma’dve for both the majority and minority
shall be selected to moke an affirmative re-
port. No rebutial from either side represented
shall be permissible. He shall without preju-
dice give the reasons lor the quorum or com-
mittes action. It shall then be put to vote with
no further discussion, unless g maojority of the
assembly shall request it

Adiownment rom 12 a. m. o 2 p. m.

Afternocon business session from 2 p. m. to 3145
D. M.

The program for the afiernoon session shall be the
same as for the morning session.

Following the regular business session of the Gen-
eral Conference, the various quorums ond commitiees
may meet in the church of such time as they shall de-
cide, o consider such matters as may be broughi be-
igre them. Bul such quorum sessions may not be held:
at such fimes as shall conflict with the regular schedule
provided by the conference program.

{c) Educcolional and Devotional Services:

(1) Sunday services to be provided for by the
Council of Twelve,

(2} Morning prayer meehing may be held from
8 a. m. o 945 a. m., daily.

(3) Classes for instructon of the warious
groups of the ministry, and educational classes for
the membership, may be held sach day from 4
». ™. to 5 p. m.; instructors or lecturers for the
classes 1o be provided for by the Council of Twelve,
or by guorums of the ministry whom they shall
designate the nature of the classes to be announced
beforehand.

(4) Precching services may be held each
evening beginning at 8 p. m., preceded by an op-
proprite song and musical service as shall be ar-
ranged by the General Church Chorister.

() Orgonizing the Ministry:

{1} Each gquorum of the ministry shall be or-
gonized qbgurdmg to the example {ollowed by the
Council of Twelve Apostles, 1. e., esach Seventy,
Blder, B >p, Priest, Teacher or Deccon shall pre-
side over his quorum in turn cccording to his age,
and o permcment secretary shall be selected by
cach quorum to keep o foithiul record of all their
proceedings.

(2} The quorums of the ministry shall be or-
ganized for the purpose of meeting togsther o Siuay
the dufies and zsspomsgbﬁhu@s of ecch group, and
ﬂ% scope of the work which they are called to do.

"hey shall act as committees, or on commitiess 1o
s’{uay the wvarious proposals and resolutions pre-
sented to the conference as provided for in the pro-
gram.

() Provisions for Stoie Conferences:
(1) The Conference of the State Organizations
of the Church of Christ, when such an orgonization
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o
exists or may be effected, shall be conducted very
much like a reunion.

(2) They should be presided over by o State
Board of three elders, and whatever cther officers
their needs may require. All officers should be
selected by members or representatives of the
several locals in the siate.

(3) Fach State organization may maoke rules
and regulations to govern themsslvesg, but af no
time must these rules and regulations be in conflict
with the rules ond regulations of the General
Church.

(4) I the Siote organization wishes to send
out and finonce o missionary, his selection may be
approved by the missionary in charge of that field;
and he must at all times be under the supervision
of the missionary in charge.

(h) Local Conferences:

Local church conferences should be held at least
once a year, or oftener gs shall please the membership.
A regular stated time should be set.

(1) A special conference may be held if
deemed necessary; but a two weeks' notice should
be given, and the pastor should see that all mem-
bers are notified.

(2)  The pasior should preside unless the mem-
bership by their vote prefer that ancther preside.
He should preside in an orderly woy cccording 10
parlicmentary procedure. It is well for every pus-
tor to procure and study Robert's Rules of Order,
and the membership would benefit by o study of
the same book.

(3) A secretary, either o secretary pro fem or
the regular clerk should keep a laithful record of
the proceedings.

5 Section Twelve.
. CHURCH ORBRDINANCES
fkhe Ordinances of the Church of Christ consist ol

{1) Baptism by immersion in waler, as an oct
of regeneration and spiritual birth into the kingdom
of God. It is to be precesded by a confession of
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and o willingness 1o

. acknowledge God the Eternal Father as the Cre-
| ator and Ruler of the universe. (See Matt. 28:19;
%\g Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Matt. 3:11; Acts 18:2-5; Acts
‘g %%SE 10:45-47; Acts 8:13-21; Col. 2:12; Rom. 8:34; Acls

22:16; 2 Nephite £:45-56; 1 Nephite 3:73, 74; 2 Nephi
3:7-17, eic.)

§ 2) Laying on of hands, by those holding the
képriesihood after the order of Melchisedec for:

(@) Confirmation of members into the
church ond for the reception of the Holy Ghost.
{See Heb. 6:2; Matt. 28:19, 20; Acts 1:1; 1 Tim.
5:21; Acts 8:14-17; 19:1-6; Moroni 2:2 Book of
Commaondments 24:34.)

I Ordination of the ministry {See Num.
8:30; 27:18-23; Deut. 34:9; Acts 6:6; 8:14-17; 13:3;
1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6; Book of Commandments
24:32; Moroni 3:1-3.)

(&) Blessing of little children. (See Mait.
19:13-15; Mork 10:13-16; Luke 18:15; Book of
Commiondmenis 24:49; 3 Nepht 12:7; 8:12-27.

ld) Hedoling obthe sick.  (See Mark 16:18;
Acis 3:17; 5:14 16; james 5:1401 Cor: 12:9,:28,

29. Book of Commomdments 44:35; "1 Nephi

3:82, 85

(3) Ordinations to the Ministry:

No person is to be ordained to the ministry 'in
this Church of Christ, except he is called of God by
revelation as was Aaron: and in oll cases where
individuals are called to lobor and function in-the 4
priesthood after the order of Melchisedec, it shall
be done by the common consent of those to whom
he moy minister locally, and be approved by the
member of the Council of Twelve who iz mission-
ary in charge of the field where he resides or is to
labor; or by act of the General Conference,

Where individuals are called to labor in the
priesthood after the order of Aaron, i. e., as Priests,
Tecichers or Deacons, this must be done in the local
church, and by iis consent, where he resides,

(4 The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper:

() The emblems used in the communion
or sacrament itypify the flesh and blood of
Christ, therefore should consist of new wine
mode ecch year by the membership of the
church, cmd unleavened bread made fresh
each time the sacrament is served. '

{r)  Ingsmuch as this ordinonce is given
to the Church by our Lord Jesus Christ, it shall
only be administered to those who have been
regularly baptized and confirmed members of
the Church who show by a godly walk and up-
right conversation that they are worthy of i f;@‘“ﬁw
and in good standing; it shall not be adminis:
tered 1o unbaptized children, nor o non-bap-
tized persons. (See Book of Mormon 4:95; 3
Nephi 8:58-65; Book of Commandments 44:55) v

() It shall be administered in the follo
Cing manner:

“The monner of the elders and priesis ad-
ministering the flesh and blood of Christ unio
the Church.

"And thev administered it cccording io
the commaondmenis of Christ; wherefore we
know the monner to be true; and the elders
and priests did minister i '

"And they did kneel down with the
Church, and pray to the Father in the name of
Christ, saying: :

"0y God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee
in the nome of thy Son Jesus Christ, to bless
and sanctify this bread to the souls of gl
those who partake of if, that they may edt i
remermnbrance of the body of thy Son, and wik-
ness urdo thee, O God, the Bternal Father, that
they are willing to toke upon them the name of
thy Son, and always remember him, and keep
his commandments which he has given them,
that they may alwoys have his Spirit o be
with them. Amen.

“The monner of administering the wine.

"Behold they took the cup, and saldi-

"0 God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee
in the hame of thy Son Jesus Christ, to bless
and scmctify this wine to the souls of all those
who drink of i1, that they moy do itin temmen
Bremee of the Blood of thy Son which wos shed
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for them, that they may witness unito thee, O
God, the eternal Father, that they do always
remember him, that they may have his Spirit
to be with them. Amen."” (Sese Moroni
4:-; 5:-; Book of Commandments 24:57-59.)

() The sacrament shall be administered
by any minister in the Church of Christ hold-
ing the Melchisedsc Priesthood; or in the ab-
sence of these ministers it may be administered
by o Priest after the order of Aaron; but in no
case by a Teacher or Deacon. (See Book of
Commandments 24:32, 36, 41; Book of Moroni
4:1,2) / k
{4) Marriage.

(&) Moarricgs VOWS shdll be administered
to those of lawiul age, having the legal quali-
fications for such relationship according io the
laws of the land in which such ceremonies are
periormed; and in harmony with the Articles
of Faith and Practice of the Church of Christ.
We believe that such vows should be solemn-
ized in a public meeting, or feast prepared for
that  purpose; and  that the solemnization
should be performed by o member of the Mel-

chisedec Priesthood, such as an Apostle, Elder,

Seventy, Bishop, or by a Prisst after the order
of Aaron. Where members may be desirous

of marrying out of the Church it shdll not be!
prohibited, if they are dei%rm;med to do s0, but

such persons will be- on};}ﬂered weak in th
faith of our Lord and, ﬁ@xﬁor Qﬂsus Christ,

() The clerk of every local church Skcdl
keep a record of all marricges in his/her
branch, and report the same to the General
Recorder's office within 30 days.

o) All legal contracts of maorrioge made
before a person is baptized inio this Church of
Christ, should be held sccred ond their obli-
gations fulfilled.

() Inasmuch as this Church of Christ has
been reproached with the crime of polygamy,
and fornication; we declare that one man shall
have one wife; and one woman but one hus
band, except in case of death when elther is
at liberty to marry again.  Also the Articles of
Faith and Practice of this Church of Chrigt DIo-
vide that divorced persons shall not Temdarry,
except they are innocent of infidslity or breach
of the marricge covencmt thro sugh aduliery,

wsx«m

&) Marriage Ceremony:

- Marriage shall be celebrated with prayer
and thoanksgiving, and at the solemnization,
the persons to be married, standing together,
the man on the righl, and the woman on the
left, facing the person officiating.  After invoca-
tional prayer has been offered, the zﬁiﬂiqter of-
ficiating shall address the gc&i’hemr‘g of friends
and relatives in this manner:

Dear Fmends; We are assembled io-
gether upon this/ occasion to sclemnize the
Sacrament of Marriage by joining ( Name of
groom ) and { Mame of bride ) in the holy
bonds of matmmony By virtue of the author-
ity vested in me as a minister of Jesus Christ,

_~"" "From the beginning of time, marriage has

and in harmony with/ the laws of our country,
I therefore state that if vou know of any just
or legal reason why this union can not I
fully take place, vou will now maoke it known
or forever hold your peace.

After o momentary pause for response, the
ceremony (if no pbjection is raised) should pro-
ceed as foliows, Again the officiating minister

should &ddresg the assembly in this maonner
ze{errmg to the bride:

"Who giges this woman in marriage?”

Responge from ifather, brother or friend: "1
do.”

- At thig point the minister shall again ad-
dress these or similar general remarks to those
prﬁkeui

been recognized of God as g divine institution;
and the State has also recognized it as o wise
provision necessary for the wellare and happi-
ness of the race. In the beginning, belore sin
entered into the world, and man was still in
his innocency, God said, Tt is not gcod that
mom should be alone; 1 will make an help meet
for him.” Infinite wisdom designed the mariial
elationship for all the humon racs, to increase
its hoppiness ond io restrain improper affece
ton, It is orduined of on oll wise heavenly
Father us the foundation of congenial home
life, that integrity and rightecusness might be
cherished and impressed upon posterity, thus
building o strong social order worthy to en-
dure through the ages.

"The marriage state forms the basis of all
upright  society, promoting morality and
spiritual grace, and upon it cre founded the
governments and laws of oll civilized noations.
Jesus, himsell, honored o marricge feast with
his presence, and on that occasion performed
his first miracle. So sacred and holy is this

state of wedlock considered, that the scriptures
declared it to be the irue emblem of the -
separcble bond that unites Christ and  his
Church. For that reason he said, 'Husbands,
love vour wives, even as Chris t also loved the
church, and gave himself for it Solomon said,
‘A virtuous woman is o crown o her husbond.’
The marricge covenant, therefore, should be
undertaken thoughtifully, reverently, with dis-
crefion and a firm resolve to respect all of s
obligations in the fear of God.”

After this generall address, the minister
should now address ine persons to be married -
in this manner;

you | First ncone of
(/First hame of bride ),
that as the ties you jare about to assume are
sacred and binding before God and man, they
should, therefore, miot be broken except by
death., Your futur appmess requires that
vou consider well the ydumﬂs enjoined upon vou
as husband ond wife. I faithfully remem-
bered and performed in the spirit of mutual re-
gord and cooperation, the way of yvour life o

"1 wish to say
groom ), and 10 you
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gether will be smodther, iis sorrows will be
less, and its joys will increase with the unfold-
ing vecars. DBut if you treat lightly vour vows
here made, or neglect them, vou will sufler re-
gret, unhappiness, sorrow ond shame., As the
scripture has said, “Let marriage be an honour
among all.”

“Tt is your duty, therefore, to take ecch
other as vour lawiul, wedded companion, 1o
love, honor and cherish, both in sickness cnd
in health, whether in prosperity or adversity,
and o be virtuous and faithiul to your cove-
nant that vou are about to make s long ds
vou live.”

“"The Apostle Paul said, Let the husband
render unto the wife her due benevolence, and
likewise the wife unto her husband.’

Marriage Vows.
(Double Ring Ceremony)

First ring service:

The officicting minister shall give a ring
1o the groom, as he speaks these words to him:

"As o token of the endless and pure love
which the marricge bond reguires of vou,
{ Call groom by given name ), you will now
place this ring upon the third finger of { Given
name of bride Vs left hond, and repeat after
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“For as much as you, (Calling groom by
full name), and vou, (Calling bride by full
meaiden name), have consented to live together
in holy wedlock, and/have witnessed the sume
before this assembly of friends and relatives,
and thereto have pledged your faith to each
other, and have declared the same by joining
hands, therefore, in the name of the Father,
cmd of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and by
virtue of the authorily vested in me us a min-
ister of Jesus Christ and in cccord with the
lawse of the Staie of (name of State in which
ceremony is performed) [ now pronounce you
husbond and wife. {(Here pause for couple to
embrace.) May God, the eternal Father,
through his Son Jesus Christ, add his blessings
and keep you to fulfill your covenants hence-
forth and forever. Amen.”

"What God hath joined together let no
mem put gsunder.” |

Benediction. |

(Note. To use this for a single ring cere-y
mony simply omit the second ring service.) /

Sectioﬁ Thirteen. |

DIVORCE
The Church of Christ recognizes but one lawful and

scriptural ground for divorce. For either party fo a
marriage covenant to put away o compdnion and marry
another is to commit adultery, with one exception. This
exception is stated by Christ in Matthew 19:9: “Who-
soever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornica-
tion, and shall marry another, commiteth adultery: and
whosoever marrieth her that is put away doth commit
adultery.” Hence the status of those who have entered
inio marriage is divided as follows:

me the following:

"7 {groom), take thee, (bride), in the pres-
ence of these witnesses, cnd our heavenly
Father, to. be my lawiul wedded wife, ond with
this ring I seal our marriage vows.” "

Second ring service:

The officiating minister shall give o ring
to_the bride as he speaks these words to her:

" As o token of the endless and pure love

which the marriage bond requires of you
( calls bride by given nome ), you will now
place this ring upon the third finger of ( groom’s
given name)'s left hand, and repeat after me
the following:

"1 bride ), ke thee, { groom ), in the
presence of these witnesses, and our heavenly
Father, io be my lawful wedded husband, and
with this ring [ seal our marriage vows.' "

When this part of the rites have been ob-
served, the minister shall then state to them:

"May thess circlets of gold with which you
héave beirothed each other be typical of vour
love, pure; uniornished-and without end.

“(Coll groom by name), vou wnd (Call
bride by name), wil now join vyour right
honds.” (These words to be spoken in an un-
dertone.)

The officiating minister shall then proceed
with the following question:

"Do you both mutually agree to be each
other’s compomion, husband and wife, obgerv-
ing all the legtd rights belonging to this con-
dition, that is, keeping yourselves wholly for
scch other #md from all others during your
lives?”

Roth the bride and groom should respond,
“We dg.”

After o brisf pouse, the minister should
proceed o conclude the ceremony, as follows:

() Those who have honorably fulfilled their
marriage vows, being faithful to their covenant
throngh life.

(b) Those who have been "put away,” or
have “put oway’ o companion for couses other
than the one specified by Christ, and who, if they
marry canother, are in adultery. This also applies
to those who wilfully depart from their wedded
companion, even though there has been no formal .
puiting away. Paul advises such to ‘remain un-
married, or be reconciled” to the former companion.
(See 1 Cor. 7:10, 11.)

The commendment to the Church of Christ, is
io receive none such inio the church, if they cre
married; cmd if they are not married, they shall re-
pent of all their sins, or ye shall not receive them.”
(See Book of Commondments 47:21-24.)

(¢) Those who have divorced o companion for
the couse of aduliery, they themselves being an
innocent porty. These are not to be cast out, but
may receive into the church, even though they are
morried again,  (See Book of Commandments
4721

However one who has divorced a companion
for other than the scriptural cause, ond which di-
vorced companion has later remarried, can not be
considered innocent arid free. Such o person isomn
active party to unlawihul breach of the marmigge
covencmt, The church should be watchfal that
none such ore received inio it '
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Section Fourteen.
DISCIPLINE OF MEMBERSHIP

The Church of Christ is as "o city that is set on a
hill” that can not be hid; and it is her privilege and duty
to maintain the highest stondard of morclity and
righieousness. This requires « constoni  and
faithful oversight by those who are set apart as shep-
herds of the flock. God haos made ample provision
for the waichcare of his flock, and by foith and dili-
gence upon the part of those cadied to nourish the
church, the membership cooperating, this high stand-
ard may be reached and maintained. The Lord has
provided and directed as follows:

(o) Disciplinary Oversight:

{1) The teacher is to walch over the
church always, and be with them, fo strengthen
them, to see that there is no inigquity in the
church, neither hardness with each other, nor
lying and backbiting, nor svil spsaking; to
see that the church mest together often, and
that all members do their duty. He is to be
assisted in this oversight by the deacons. (See
Book of Commandments 24:38-40.)

(2) The priest, in addition to his other
ministerial duties, is to visit the house of each
member, cnd exhort them to pray vocally and
in secret, and 1o be faithful in home duties. (See
Book.of Commandments 24:36.)

(3) The elders are io see that God's law
is kept. See Boock of Commandments 43:3-5.)
Not only are they teachers of the law in their
various positions of responsibility, local or
general, but are as waichmen upon the towers
of Zion, to warn the wicked of his wickedness.
(See Ezekiel 3:17-19; 33:7-9), ond 1o warmn
against the approach of danger and deception.

The elders are to "reprove, rebuke, exhort
with all long-suffering and doctrine.”  (See 2
Tim. 4:2.)

(b) Offenses:

{(Note: This part of Section Fourteen is covered
in the Jurisprudence of the Church of Christ,
adopted in 1941, which is made o part of this con-
stitutional document, subject o such corrections
and amendments as may be desirable.

Section Fifteen.

LIMITATION OF TIME FOR AMENDMENT
It is provided that this Constitution or any part of
it is subject to amendmant when acted upon by o regu-
lar General Conference assembled,
(@) The minimum time for amendment to this
Constitution after its adoptien shall be two years.
(b} The official notice/of intent to seek amend-
ment to this Constitution shall be published twice
in Zion's Advocate as follows: First insertion of
said notice shall appear in the Jonuary issue of
Zion's Advocate preceding the conference, setting
forth the nature of the szgé’ﬁdmem/ and the way the
article or section of this Constitution would read-as
amended. The second fi‘ngem@n shall be in the
February issue of Zion‘gj Advocate as o duplicate
of the original notice. |
And it is further p§§3vided that when said of
i it shall corry with it the

iicial notice is sent oul

=

.

signatures of ot least ten members of the church
in good standing who gponsor it

When sald amendments have been adopled
by a General Conference and approved by the
referendum vote of the whole church, they shall
become effective as of October 1, following the
tobulation and publishing of the resulis of such
referendurm.

{c) Anv resolufion, which, would in efect
cmend the provisions of this Constitution, i
adopted, shall be barred from consideration in o
General Conference, unless its sponsors have com:
plied with the loregoing requirements.

Ariicle Sixteen.
RULES OF OBDER

In all deliberative assemblies of our General Cons
ferences, Siate Conferences, Local Conferences, and
Special Conferences of the Church, Roberts' Book of
Rules shall be used as the established authority of the
Church of Christ on parliomeniary procedure.

Brticle Sevenieen,
MINISTERIAL PENSIONS

In the Book of Mormon, book of Nephi the son of
Nephi who was the son of Helaman, chapter 13, verses
12, 13 and 14 we read, "And it came io pass when Jesus
had said these words, he spake unto his disciples, one
by one, saying unto them, What is it that ve desire of
me after that 1 am gone to the Father? And they all
spake, save it were three, saying, We desire that alter
we have lived unto the age of man, that our ministry,
wherein thou hast called us, may have an end, that we
mery speedily come unto thee, in thy kingdom. And he
said unto them, Blessed are ve, because ye desire this
thing of me; therefore alter ve are seventy and two
véars old, ve shall come unio me in my kingdom, and
with me ve shall find rest.”

Therefore, this shall be the accepted rule of the
Church of Christ: When an apostle reaches the age of
seventy-two, i he desires, or is physically incapoci
tated, he may retire from the Council of Apostles, in
good sianding; and he shall receive from the church
the same amount, prorated, allowed o missionary’s
wite, plus the prorated amount allowed for a mission-
ary's child, for his wife.

Section Eighleen.
MEANS OF FINANCING THE CHUBCH

God's Plan for the Support of the Gospel and the
Church Work:

There are but two systems tought in the Bible
through which gospel work may receive support, 1. .,
tithing ond free-will offerings. These are instituted by
the Lord himsell Thev constitute the only channels
through which hallowed means mav flow into the treas-
ury of God's house.

There huve been many methods invented by man
to take the place of God's way, but connecied with
each ocnd oll such there is that which degroades the
couse of God, ond tends to convert that which should
be o house of prayer into that of confusion, envy gnd
disunity, a place of hate, and a hold for every foul
spirit.  Every departure from God's gppoinied woay
{either finoncially or spipttually) issure o lead 1o com
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plete degeneration, unless stayed by repeniance arid
coming back to the first worl (See Rev. 2:5) This is
o e of the individual as of the church, The course
which we pursue is either leading us nearer o God, or
it'ie toking us forther from him. God's ways can not
be improved. They are perfect. Their adoption brings
peace, joy, and implicit confidence to the faithful be-
liever.

In view of these focts, this subject should be
studied with the object of knowing the will of our Cre-
ator, that we may have the joy of fulfilling his pleasure.

We might ask, What proportion of our ecrnings
does the Lord reserve as his own? "All the tithe of the
land, whether of the seed of the land, or the fruit of the
tree, is the Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord."—Lev. 27:30.

The-tithe or tenth part of all our earnings has been
reserved by the Lord as his. Upon this we have no
claim; it is holy and has been consecrated by God as
the support of the church and those who minister in holy
things. '

We find in Cenesis 14:18-20, this record: “Melchis-
sdeck, king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine:
and he was the priest of the most High God. And he
blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the Most
High God, possessor of heaven and earth. And he”
(Abram) “gave him tithes of all.”” This incident shows
that fithe-paving was on esioblished custom for the
support of the ministry in the days of Abram. That
Abram paid tithes in obedience to the commaondments
" of God, there can be no doubt:  “Because that Abraham
cheyved my voice, and kept my charges, my <o nmand-
ments, my statutes, and my laws.”—Genesis 26:5.

Jacob made a promise to God, saying, "'Of all thal
thou shalt give me [ will surely give the tenth unto
thee. —(en. 28:20-22. The tenth was to go o the
priests for their services and to the tabernacle of the
congregation:  “Behold 1 have given the children of
Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their
services which they serve even the service of the taber-
nacle of the Congregation.”—Num. 1821

Christ approved of paying fithes and rebukes bis
people for neglect.of the most important things: "Woe
unto you Parisees, for ye tithe mint and rue and oll
memner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love
of God: these ought ve io have done, and not to leave
the other undone.”—Luke 11:42.

A person who does not pay to God His part of his
earnings ie guillty of robbing God: "Ye have robbed
me. But ye say wherein have we rocbbed thee? In
tithes and offerings.”—Mal. 3:8. There is ¢ promise 1o
those who pay on honest tithe: "Bring yve all the tithes
into.-the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of
Hosts, if 1 will not open the windows of heaven, and
pour yvou out o blessing, that there shall not be room
énough to receive it, and [ willrebuke the devourer for
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruils of yvour
ground; neither shall your vine cast her frit belore the
wime.in the fields, soith the Lord of Hosts."—Mal. 3:10,
1L

1t is not only our duty to pay our honest debis to. our
o o, butwe must give God tha ich i dus
n i owe hove o ciloin he gifte and Dlessing we so

 stand in need of from God, Yo orecursed with

s s i o o s e s

o curse, for ve have robbed me.”—Mal, 3:9.  When we
rerider 1o God o tithe of our income we are simply re
turning io the Lord that-which is His. The othsr nine-
ienths belongs o us, ond From this portion . we moy
make gifts to our Creator, as an expression of gratitude
for hiz abundant blessings.

God so loved the world that he gave bis Son, who
also loved the Church, and gave his life for it. That we
through faith in God and his Son, and obedience to
his lows and commandments, mioht receive the gilff of
eternal life.

The above-mentioned gifts or offerings are free-will,
ond are prompted by love. ,

Many of us are robbing God in offerings and gifts.
1 we are to receive any blessings for cur offerings, they
must be given of our own free will and prompted by
love. "“And thouch I bestow all my goods o feed the
poor, and though [ give my body to be burned and
have not charity {or love) it profiteth me nothing.”—1
Cor. 13:8.  We should keep in mind the words of.our
Sevior, that "1t is more blessed o give than to receive.’”

So uniil that which is perfect is come, I think that
we should observe the law of tithing and free-will of
ferings, as the way of financing the church. And I am
sure if those who minister of the holy things will give
their Hime ond iolent o the higher and more nobler
things, ond feed the church spiritual bread, that the
Church will provide the temporal bread to sustain the
notural life, through tithing and offerings.

THE S8CHOOL OF THE MINISTRY

On the evening of the Znd of October, 1846, in the
upper room of the litile white church on the Temple Lot
in Independence, Missouri, o small group of the Minis
try of the Church of Christ was assembled in what, to
the writer of this article, was one of the most forward
steps the Church has token for some time. It was the
first meeting of the School of the Ministry.

At the Conference of the Church in April, 1946, two
of the Brethren, feeling that o better and more unified
understanding of some of the things this church bellsves
in, was o necessity i we were ever fo come o « unified
condition as o group of believers in this Restored Gos-
pel, asked that some steps be taken o provide g mesh
ing or meetings among the minigtry to study ond bring
cabout this most desired condition of unity.

As o result of this request of these two brethren,
o commities of three was chosen io care for this malier
cmd o set in motion whatever movement seemed advis
able cnd helpful along the lines tending towdrd the
desired obiect of the brethren's request.  This commitice
consisted of one from the Council of the Apostles, cne
from the Seventy, and one from the Bishopric.

The commitiee feeling the imporiance of the task
placed upon them, to be of such gravity, they needed o
great deal of help and instruction, before they could
attermnpt any definite move, called o mesting of the Min
istry in attendance ot the Conference, ol which e
thehest way and meons of accomplishing the oblec 0
mind was considered and discussed. Each member
of the ministry weis given o paper upon which he wos
fo write & list of fhe subjects he would like to heor di
cussed, ‘as well the ones he thought would be ke
qudlified to handle the subject.




wide g dzﬁere& ce ;he@“e WOS among our minisoy, o
opinions on many of the most common sublecis oo per-
trining to the beliefs ond teochings of the Chinch
From these popers the comniliee sclecio
“subjects as seemed to be asked for the most, onc
gssigned these sublects to such of the minisiry
thought would be most in accord with the senth
expressed i the capers wrned inoof this firsgt o
mecting in Aoril Notice wos glven fo he mo
what subject hod been ossiomed o them, Only
responded ond prepored the necessary {;smcia b
ever, we found we had lenty of material for the =
Hime we were together 1 Uclober. The firsl e
was called Oclober 2. 1945, this wos four dovs belore
the date of the October Conlerence: bul the commitiee
felt thot unless we could gssemble belore the
srice convened, we would hove Bitle chanos o o
thing eanotructwe in the fask cxs&gn@d o us.

knew just thc:ii wos o be done, g0 z% Wos Wﬁh
deol of concern, that the commilies awaited the
mecting,

; After the prelimincry business was cared for, 1
first poper was presented, teod by Brother [ B }(}%as
B lively discussion llowed giving Brother
plenty of opportunity 1o explain just what he be
was the prover imlerprefation ond explonaiion
subject Faith, The discussion of this poper fook
entire time of the evening ond we el the churdl ot
night feeling that we had all been benefitted and
strenathened in our faith and well pald for our cfioris
in ottending tHis firs! meeting of e School of me Min-
iotry,
 The second meeting was held on the evening of the
31d of Ociober.  The interest with which those who had
 been there the overing belote enfered the room  omd
the increcsed altendonce bore withess of the spinit
whieh hoad been'shown the night belore, and the eoger
_ness of the people to hear more along the line of in-
struction: The second poper wos prepared and read
by Brother W F Bunderson. His subiect wos well
hondled g8 was shown by the fact thot there seeved 1o
be no difference of opinion and therefore noidiscission
followed. A paper on the subject of prophecy, prepared
by Brother Bozarth, who was not able to be present, be-
conise of his poor health, was reod by Brother Archie
F. Bell. This took up all the remaining time, and we
were unable to have eny discussion on this subject.

The third mesting siill showed gn Inoreosing nier-
o5l by the increased attendance over the night bolore
The poper presented fo us this night was on the nier-
ecting subiect of the Financial Law of the Church
Brother T Jordem of Beging, Conodo, presented this

_subiect to us in his characteristic way, which drew forih

vlenty of discussion ond brought ot mch informotion
Lereficial ond instructive 1o oll of us. The inferést with
ch this subject was received wos reflecied in th !
that we ran far beyond our prescribed closing time e
e onnouncement that the subject under discussion for
e following evening was touching the some & b}ﬁci
oy have been responsible to some extent for the
terest crd the splendid ottendonce on the 1ol

The fourth mechng showed a sﬁi} incregsi
tendance, and con Grdded interest in the 3{1&}@3(& ;
us. Brother 1. A Gould presented fo us his poper
the interesting subicct of the Temporal Tow . Mo
thizeubiect drew o ively discussion ond the ever v
and willing manner in which Brother Gould met
discussion showed the shudy ond preparglion of b

subject assioned to him.  Acoin the nierest shown

this subject: as the evening before, held us well pa
the usual closing fime. It was voted 1o conlimue
study throughout the time of the October Confererice
bt the sudden closing of the conference brought ou
school to an end for the present: but the commiliee was
sortinued, and will cogin call the mzms’iz‘y ’c&gethe
the coming April conlerence.

Ve realize our elforis so bar hove not czc:‘comphs A
mich in the way of bringing obout any degreé of un
it foct we hove, perhiops only olimpsed the areat wo
o be e:ﬁcmwpiz@heé the necessity of which we oll are
so much concerned gbout. The resulls so far has been
quite dzsagspo nting fo zhe committes, yet we are su:f‘e‘

the obiect for which we ore sitiving s worth our best

cnd continuad efort. - That the Church can become
unit is demonstrated in the Fact that we have and ar
united as touching one sublect af least, that of the Lord s
Supper, or Socrament Sundoy: for whether it be al o
dependencs; Missouri, or Flint, Michigen orup in C
tde or Phoenix Arizong, the firet SBunday of
mienth we ol uniie i this one ordingnce of he O

and we are so much of o unit that we all use fh@
prayer in the blessing of the Bread and Wi

any recson we con not become o unit on other

or ordmgﬁces of the Church? ond # we con D
united in other motfers os we e in s one ©
Sacrament, who con measure the strength ond powes
such g united pecple eom put forth in the e:zcc&mgsl
ment of the Lord s work? :

Inthe o weeks ordovearow rendining beioz:e
Avril Oonference. some of the minisiry will receiy
tequest fem the commilies i chorge of this Sebeg! o
the Ministry, for the preparation of arficles touchir
cerioin subiecis of inlerest io the Church in gener
Thoss ariicles should be g0 prepared that they con b

LEedin ecloss discussion of e sublect not oo Eeﬁgihy
c:mr;% contined 1o the sublect enirely. BAe caom
Prophecy What is prophecy? s it o free giit o
God? Cap sueh o thing o0 the ol ol mionbecy L0
oblained by gl lving or prover?. Con one wihe
hos this gift cultivale the giftto inerecse Lo power? o
Bt the ore who hos this sublect should mﬁ ceni&s@ 1
with the subject of ‘Fulllllment of Prophecy. '

Aooin—Topiism: Bsobiect Mede Now mimm’
teredomd 1o whom this gives us on outline for ou
study and will unify our work s men of the Miﬁifsfir ;

If we can oll unite 1o do our port and come ‘

ming April conferonice with our port well prep@reei
meﬂ we will be oble b 00 for bword e ob}sf::i;
which we cre ol shriving: the unilving of he
obthie Chureh Thenvwe willbe In o condiie
God eorn tuly tsorh ve ond correct us i ol
doﬁstrme; and finglly bring us 1o a  Redeer
where the Sainis of God may live in peace o
o umied peﬂpie who walk ﬁnd t{ﬂk wih G?
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