“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my, Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost.”—1: Nephi, 3:187.
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Twilight spreads her dusty maontle
On the blossoms sweet and lair,
Blooming near a low-rocfed cottage,

And o hush is in the air,
Broken only is the stillness
By o mother's evening prayer.

Kneeling low beside the cradle
Where the precious darling lies,

With the golden lashes drooping
O'er his wondering baby eves,

Allher heart goes out in pleading
For the soul that never dies.

Far beyond earth’s gloom and shadows
Past all doubt, all pain and care,

Rises now her heart’s petition;
And the angels bending there

Hush their rapturous songs to listen
To the mother's evening prayer.

MRS. HUGHES.
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Editorial
SACRIFICE

"(Gather my sainis together unio me; those that
have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” Psalms
50:5. ,

Webster defines the word “sacrifice’ to mean, "a
giving up,” "an offering,” or "the suffering of material
loss.” Thus it would follow that so far as our humon
obligations go, in connection with our spiritual warfare,
we must expect to be giving up, offering of that which
we might feel we ourselves need. It should be cb-
vious that to give to the work of the Lord that which
we do not ourselves need, be it ever so much, cannot
be classed as sacrifice. In malerial things, sacrifice
mean sto forego something that we reglly think we
need and which will make us feel inconvenienced.
In this article however, we wish to lock ot sacrifice from
a far different angle than the mere giving up of mate-
rial things.

-‘The Apostle Paul brings this angle of the idea of
sacrifice o our aitention in his letter to the Romans,
where he says: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that ve present yvour bodies g liv-
ing sacrifice, holy, accep’ictble unto God, which 1s vour
reasonable service.” Romans 12:1.

We also read in St John 3:18, this significemt lon-
guage: "For God so loved the world that he gave his
‘only begotten Son, that whosoa¥er believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Tt might
be difficult to associcte the idea of sacrifice with the
idea of "Deity.” In the main idea of sacrifice, or giv-
ing up, or suffering loss, Delty naturally reccts in our
minds ¢s something supreme and above all sense of
loss, and so it is; but there is o spiritual angle io the
matter in which the great AllFather and his Son may
share ,ond which the teachings of scripture plainly in-
dicates they DO share. And it is here that we desire
to make the comparison and find the real meaning of
spiritual socrifice as it is enjoined upon mankind.

First, however, we will look into the idea of ma-

. heldings of ocur Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

terial or bodily sacrifice.
conirols all material things, hence cannot in any way
make o meterial sacrifice, énd does not, only in the
fact that his creation being inseparable from himself,
does made material sacrifice, and in which Deity indi-
rectly shares. Concerning material things, or what we
refer to as material things, we are told that: "I will not
reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings, to
have been continually before me. 1 will icke no bul-
lock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds. For
every beast of the forest is mine, and the caitle upon a
thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains;
cmd the wild beasts of the field are mine. I 1 were
hungry I would not iell thee; for the world is mine, énd
the fullness thereol.” Psalms 50:8-12.

This forbids the idea of God making material sac-
rifice, because ALL THINGS wre ever his. Yet when
he gave his"Son He made a sacrifice. He gave up o
the world his richest possession. He gave freely. His
gift was the crowning center of the entire scope of his
creation. The very idea of giving, assumes the idea
of sacrifice. He set the example in spiritual sacrifice
when he gave his Son, because this gift, while material,
because it partook of the human, was nevertheless the
type of sacrifice that is required of us through obedi-
ence 1o the gospel of Christ.

To the true saint of God the giving of material
goods ceases to become a sacrifice, when he can reely
give a "broken heart and a conirite spirit.” Christ the
great exarmiple made no virtue of giving in a material
way. He made no pretense to worldly or material pos-
sessions. He tells us that: "The birds have nests and
the foxes have holes, but the Son of man hath not
where 1o lay his head.” Why not? He with his father
were the sole possessors of all material things, as see
Colossicns 1:16 where Paul describes the material
He savys,
"For by him were all things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers; all things were created by him ond for him.”
So with the wealth of the world to give, #f material
sacrifice was the prime object of his advent into the
world, he forsook all of this in the interest of setting for
mankind, to whom he was the great elder brother, an
example in giving FIRST an exhibition of spiritual sac-
rifice that would enable man to realize his source, as
being God, and that when once occess io him was
made by complving with the laws governing in the
spiritual kingdom of God, or obeying the principles of
the gospel, then would man fail to see « sacrifice in
giving of his temporal means. In short, ol of the mao-
terial things that Christ acknowledged as being his o
give was his physical body, and that he freely gave
on the cross of Calvary.

Speaking specifically of Christ in the way of soc
rifice we are told that, "Though he were a son vet
learned he obedience by the things that he suffered.”
In this connction is there any evidence of the suffering
of the Just One, found anvwhere in scripture that out
weighs that mentioned of him in the garden, when he
sweal as it were great drops of blood? This seems to
be even greater than the physical suffering on the
cross, and it seems to have sprung from his agony at
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the willfulness ond waywardness of those he came 1o
save. What o sacrificel  Who con realize or sense
#1? Yet it is given fo us o be his associates in the same
type of sacrifice. Concerning him we cre iold that,
“Cyrecter love hath no man thon this, that o man lay
down his life for his friends.” John 15:13.

Making o practical application of this principle of
spiritual sacrifice, we have but to remember the experi-
ences of those noble men and women of all ages who
have braved death, ostracism, loss of wealth, and
every type of humiliation in order that they may take
the story of the gospel to their fellow men. In the 1lth
chapter of Hebrews and many other places reference
is made to the martyrs for the truth, and the type of
death meted out to many, because they put first in
value the correct representotion of godliness. What
did the idea of “All Things Common,” in material things
mean to such? How indescribably checp and mecm
would such considerations be when weighed in the bal-
ance of the spiritual sacrifices that were being made.
Nor need we go back into the history of past ages to
find such spiritual sacrifice on the part of our human
teachers and predecessors in this restored gospel. Let
the story of the Missouri persecutions and the hard-
ships and privations that were endured by those who
pioneered this great latter day evangel onswer.

I have never learned how much of material wealth
was ever acquired by the man who first came into our
neighborhood with this despised latter day gospel, but
1 am very sure that whether he ever omassed any
wedalth or not, I am more than grateful for the fact that
he brought to me and many others of my associales,
that which is above the price of rubles. His mission
was carried out in the days when mob viclence was
almost the common experience of the missionary. Yet
he never flinched, he never wavered, and none of us
even to this day ever questioned his attitude toward
material things. To us, his was a spiritual sacrifice.

Pcul tells us that it is “our reasonable service,” o
present our bodies a living sacrifice holy and accept-
able to God. Christ-set the example in "giving up,” in
making “an offering,” on offering of curselves. Then
will we be wholly consecrated to God, and our all in

gcﬁerial things will likewise be wholly consecrated-fo
od.

God so loved the world that HE GAVE, the great-
est gift, the profoundest sacrifice to mankind, because
He wished to instill into man, his crowning creation,
that spirit of love that He there manilested, so that as
a result, the Hnal climax, the complete consummation
of God's plom in creation will be that love will event-
uadly rule the world and so-called material things will
be found only as blessings from God and not as ve-
hicles through which we show our love for God. "We
love him becouse he first loved us ond gave himself
a remsom for all.”

B. C. FLINT.

O

IN THE FIELD
Our lost found us maoking a short visit to our
wbroiher in the fiesh, Mr. Clarence E. Flint, and his fom-
ily ot Oconto, Wisconsin, and in this we must not for-
get our splendid litile niece, Mrs. Florence Crozier and

her husband and litle son Everette. They cre on the
old Clarence Flint farm, and we enjoyed « very pleas-
ant experience with them, as well as with Brother Cler-
ence and his wife themselves.

From there we drove across the siate of Wisconsin
at its widest part to Black River Falls, the location of a
local of the Church of Christ presided over by our good
prother, Elder Clyde Babcock. We remained with
them over two Sundays, preaching almost each eve-
ning. We would have held meetings nightly but for
the fact that this was o very busy season with the saints
there, made doubly so because of the peculiar weather
that prevailed over a large portion of the United States,
and made all crops backward and unseasonable.  Yet
we had o nice houseful to talk to at practically every
service, and some are near the kingdom. Here live the
families of the Tuckers, Bowens, Muths, Eddys, Bob-
cocks cnd others. On account of the war, the Eddys
have five sons and son-inlaws in the service. One
son, Lyle, made the sumpreme sacrifice and his re-
mains lie buried somewhere in France where he lell.
His obituary appeared in the Advocate some months
ago. Two of the girls, whose husbands were over-
seas, have spent the time of their husbands’ absence
at the home in Black River Falls, one working at Camp
McCoy, and the other in a hotel in the nearby town of
Sparta.  On this account we had the pleasure of hav-
ing had Sisters Verna Jones (nee Eddy) and Dorothy
Wilson, {also nee Eddy) with us at all of the services
These are the two young sisters we baptized in Spring-
field, Minois, a couple of years ago.

In specking of Black River Falls, Wisconsin, it
might not be amiss to mention the historical setting
this litle country town has in the early history of the
church of the restoration. It was to this point that the
early leaders of the church, while in Nauvoo, Illinois,
sent a compaony of workers, to come to the pineries and
cut end sow lumber which was made info rafts and
floated down, first the Black River to the Mississippi,
ond on down that mighty stream to Nouvoo for the
building of the Nouvoo Temple. Today recognition is
being given to this early work of the church, by the
citizens of Black River Falls, and suitable markers are
found at the place where timber was cut and also to
the site of the mill which sawed it into lumber, and we
took snaps of these markers and will later give them
io our readers in the Stories of the Bestoration, in on
account of this early work by our brothers cnd sisters
of the past. Because whatever may be our opinion of
the work then done, we must all agree that it partock
of the unshoken zeal of those early pioneers in this
grect work.

From Black River Falls, we went up to Mineapolis,
Minnesota, at the request of the pastor and others there,
io come omd give them a few gospel sermons. Our
visit there was truly a pleasant experience, because it
was there that we made our temporary home, for a few
vears, with our children, Elder ¥. 1. Smith, our daughter
Fdna and their two children, our own beloved little
grandchildren. Both Alexander and June were born
there, and it was also from there that we made our irip
across seas o our mission field in Eurcpe. There we
have the Maléy's, Spargos, Darby's, Greens, Schind-
ler's, Nast's and others. We preached for them nightly
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and it was on the Tuesday evening of August 14, while
we were there holding services that the joyful news of
the cessation of the war was announced by our Presi-
dent. On this account, we devoted the greater part of
our service that evening to thanksgiving to God that
bloodshed. had. ceased and that our boys would soon
be:coming. -home. And while we find nothing in the
prophecies of scripture to indicate that peace will ever
again be fully established among men, we can thank
Ged for another opportunity to proclaim pecce among
the children of men, and to again be able to turn the
attention of honest hearted ones to the gospel of the
Son . of: God the: Prince of Peace,; and so be enabled to
continue building up his kingdom among men.

At Mapleton, Minnesota, now dwells, for a time at
least, Elder Frank L. Knapp and his {aithiul wile Sister
Gladys. These.arse among. our old friends once living
at-Black River Falls, Wisconsin, but who for the last
few years have been living in Shrevesport, Louisiana,
and we have not seen them during this time: Since
Mapleton was almost-in our direct path back into Wis-
consin, we made them « wvisit, and found them, as
ever, faithful in the gospel, so thal our visit with them
was mutually beneficial. 'With them dwells. our sorely
crippled brother, Elwin Bowen, a brother in the flesh to
Sister Gladys. For many a long vear this crippled boy
has. sat patiently unaoble to even dress himself or care
for his simplest needs. The sainis should remember
him- in their prayers. Also while af the Knapp home
we were privileged. to read some wonderful letiers
from the son Kenneth, of the Navy and stationed some-
where on the Atlantic coast. These lefters indicate «
very fine talent of analysis on many subjects particu-
lerly the gospel, by our young brother, because he too
is- ¢ member of the Church of Christ. There was no
opportunity there for holding preaching services, so
after a few days spent in spiritual and social assecia-
tion, we came back to Black River Falls, and continued
our nightly meetings. One of our main objectives in
this was that we had received news from our Billy
Boy, (Billy Sheldon) that he was on the way home and
might be -expected at the home of his wife's parents,
Brother and Sister Clyde Babcock, at any time. And in
this we were not disappointed; but before his arrival
two of the Eddy girls, Sister Cain and Sister Wilson,
were rejoiced to have their husbands back with them
from overseas, and to have them in our services. They
had' gone- through some of the hcrdest campaigns in
Furope and India. Sgt. Wilson had seen the entire
Furopeen: campaign, having. landed in Normaondy and
wound up in Czekoslovakia, as a gunner on a tank.
No one could appreciate his experiences even if he
could. describe them, and he. had no desire to do so.
We are more than glad io welcome these heros home.

On the Wednesday following our return to Black
River Falls, we went down to Sparta and began a series
of meetings there. The first day we were there, we
were called over the phone from Camp McCoy by
Brother Babceock, and informed that the night belore his
daughter and hubby, our Billy, had arrived there so
Sister Flint and I made o trip back there, and spent o
joyous.day with these loved ones. Then on the follow-
ing. Sunday the Black River Falls lolk came to
Sparta, o distance of only twenty-seven miles, and we

had a sort of all day meeting and | then had the privi-
lege that I had been praving for, for over a year;
namely having Billy associated with me in the stand.
We sure rejoiced together, and we understand that at

this writing Billy and his wife are in Independencs,
whers we hope to meet them again before Billy has to
return 1o service.

While we were in Black River Falls the first time
we received the sad news that our aged Sister Helen
Daer had passed away. We have no details of the
funeral, but hope that we may have them for an obitu-
ary later.

From Sparta we came here 1o Montfort, Wisconsin,
and are domociled af the home of the Davies’ and Mat-
thews. We made a irip back to Madisen last week to
see our daughter Mrs. Virgie Culp and her daughters,
and also my son Orville and Sister Flint's youngest
brother and family Albert Grasshoff, who is a grocer
there. From there we went to Janesville, Wisconsin,
to see our little niece Mrs. Mildred Glascock, who ex-
pects to become a mother some time this fall, and this
calls our attention io the fact that since our leaving
home in May o number of our families have been
blessed with little buds of promise. Brother and Sister
Ray Hunholz in Milwaukee, have a baby girl; Brother
and Sister Bolland Sprague also have a baby girl, and
by the Independence news in the last Advocate we
leagrn that Brother and Sister Floyd Edward Denham
have also been blessed with o baby girl. We hope. -
belore we go to print to have suitable data so that we
con give these dear little additions to our ranks the
type of welcome they deserve.

We sjust received a letter today from our own
daughter Verna Haenkle of San Bruno, Cdlifornia,
which states that she is in very poor health, and has
broken her leg. We solicit the prayers of the saints in
her behalf. She is a member of the Church of Christ,
cond should any feel inclined io write to her, her ad-
dress is, Mrs. Verna Haenkle, 71 Tanforan Ave., San
Bruno, Californic.

In addition o visiting our niece in Janesville, Wis-
consin, we also spent the evening on our return from
there with Sister Flint's oldest brother, Brother Richard
Grasshoff, in Evansville, Wisconsin. Brother Richard is
agmong our isolated members and has only the Adve-
cate to give him Church of Christ encouragement.

We had announced on allday mesting at Oak
Ridge, near Lancaster, Wisconsin, in the home of Sis-
ter Tony Matthews, (widow of our late Elder Wm. Mat-
thews) for last Sunday, so we returned here to Mont-
fort, and went with the few saints living down here o
that meeting, o distance of about twenty miles. This
is the drawback here for missionory work, our mem-
bership are so badly scattered. They rally readily,
though, to a special effort like this and we had o splen-
did day with them, ond returned here and will speak
in the large commodious home of the John E. Davies'
tonight. This is our first effort in this litlle village.
What transpires will be subject for comment in our
next, '

THE FLINTS.
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LETTERS
99 East Parkhurst St., Detroit 3, Michigan.

August 3, 1945,
Dear Saints and Friends:

It seems « long time since this war started, especially
for those of the living Church of Christ, who, like my-
self, have, through these conditions been separated or
apart from worshiping with the saints as much as we
would like fo. 4

We, Brother Beri Cooper and myselfl have traveled
a great deal from the north to the sunny shores of
Florida, and we find much unrest, not only with the
saints, but with oll religious denominations. Many are
harboring concern about the mistakes of others, forget-
ful of their own mistokes. Many are leaving religion
and seeking worldly pleasures; indulging in smoking,
drinking, and sexuality, etc. These are just some of
the evils we as the Church of Christ, have to fight
against.

Among the members of the Church of Christ,
through the errors made at headquarters, some have
lost confidence in the men in charge, and as o result
some have ceased paying their tithing. This is all con-
trary to the law of God, and now that conditions seem
o have become more spiritualized ond stabilized ot
Independence, there is now no excuse for us failing to
live up to the temporal law of the church.

How can we ask God o forgive us our sins when
we refuse to forgive others? We make a mockery of
that sccred prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to
pray, wherein he said, "Forgive us our trespasses ds
we forgive those who trespass against us.” Many of
us have yet to be converted in o genuine way, wherein
~we comply with all of the principles of the gospel, ere
we can go on unto perfection.

Let us ask ourselves the guestion: "What are we
going 1o do about these things?" Shall we sach con-
tinue to sling dirt at onother when we need a bath
curselves? Regardless of the past we must awaken
to the present and the future just before us, and not
lose hope and courage.

Brother Cooper cnd myself have had reason to re-
volt against the evil gossip circulated by those who are
either non-members or who have ceased to be active
in the church, but we know we must forgive and love
.our enemies if we expect to assist in this great work.
We all have to put our shoulder io the wheel and pull.
To him cnd her who insists on sitting in darkness alone,
let them recilize that their very salvation is of stoke.
Yesterday is past, tomorrow may never come.

The war is drawing to a close, and the power of
‘God will come forth 1o raise up o people who will' do
his work if we fail. Do vyou, dear one, feel vourself
slipping away, or feel yoursell being left out? If so,
please do come back and help us crush out the bitter-
ness, which is dorkness, and be among those who will
carry out God's work, and establish a Zion for Christ
.o come to. We must all pray fervently for the second
coming of Christ, and that we may have oil in our
lamps. The work WILL GO ON. Will you assist?

Brother Cooper and 1 were privileged to visit In-
~dependence the past spring cand we were quite en-

thused ot the feeling of unity and hope manifest there.
We visited many of the faithful saints in their homes,
and worshiped with them in the little white church on
the Temple Lot.

We intend going there again this fall, on our way
to Florida ond hope to spend several weeks there, in
Independence with God's people. We must, as mem-
bers of the living Church of Christ, suggest and plan
ways and means for the promulgation of the gospel.
The gospel MUST be first in our lives. We should be
cheerful and proud of the fact that God has called us
from among men to assist in the building of Zion. Is
this not on honor ,an honor for greater than the world
can give?

In conclusion, we urge you all to have faith and
hope in the church, the apostles, and the priesthood.
Obey the spiritual ond temporal law, that our apostles
ond missionaries may not have to punch clock cards
for an existence, but rather by an unselfish support be
able to £l their entire time spreading the glad tidings
of great joy.

Lovingly,
ERNIE PREMO and BERT COOPER.
..._.__...__O-.._—-—-—
August 8, 1945,
Dear Advocate:

The Wryandotte Branch in Michigan have just
elected me as reporter for our branch. As there has
not been much news about Wyandotte in the paper
for some time, I'll try and let'you in on things that have
been happening here.

Our branch has been having very good attend-
ance at all of the mestings. With the wonderful help
of Sister Dorothy Olin, who by the way used to be a
school teacher and has handled children before, has
certainly brought interest to the Sunday School. We
have twice as many youngsters as adults. The Sun-
day School pianist is Sister Olin's gifted young
deughter who is only seven years old and plays very
well. In fact you have to see and hear her to believe
it is so.

We have had some very inspiring prayer meet-
ings and God's Spirit has been there in power.

As vou all know Brother Surbrook’s son Jack, who
was wounded in France, is home again for good, and is
getting along fine.

We have two other members from our group in the
armed forces. They are Brother Clifford Surbrook and
Brother Irvin Fetters.

Brother Irvin, who is in the Novy, was home in
June and attended church the Sunday he was home.
Brother Irvin had duty aboard a troop tramsport and
has a battle star for Okinawa. We had a forewell
party for him.

About three weeks ago Brother Clifford was home
and spent a Sunday at the services, also. Having com-
pleted his boot training at Great Lakes, he will soon be
reassigned.

The Wyandotte group is planning an all day meet-
ing the first Sunday in October. Brother Surbrock ex-
tends o cdordial welcome to all who can attend. The
decorating of our little church will be completed by
then. ’

{Continued on page 151)
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STORIES OF THE RESTORATION
The Nineteenth Century Prophet

A series of stories ¢f the restoration would scarcely
be complete without g more or less specific reference
o the work of the individual, who, under God, was the
human instrumentality for the bringing into being the
wonderful restoration of the gospel in these latter days.
To do so would be to ignore the plain statement of
scriptural prophecy which denies that God will do any
important work without o human instrument or prophet;
and a prophet, in the sirictest sense is not a foreteller
of future events, which would reduce him io the level
of o fortune teller. A prophet is a servant of God with
a message for the race of men among whom he lives,
and of course, with prophetic insight into the future. In
support of the above assertion we read in Amos 3:7,
“Surely the Lord God dosth nothing, but he revedleth
his secret unto his servanis the prophets.” This has
been God's method of operation through the centuries.
It is only necessary to read the Bible to see that never
has God at any time brought to man's aftention any-
thing of value without using human prophets os his
instrumeniality through which to work. To these men
he has usually sent his messengers, the angels, to
bring to humanity the will omd purposes of God.

Hence, for us to maoke any claim to being a res-
toration of primitive Christianity, it would be imperative
that both prophets and heavenly messengers sheuld
have been sent from God io earth. Otherwise a claim
to a divine restoration would be ridiculous.

Another preliminary thought to our study of the lat-
ter day prophet is the quite generally accepted idea
that there can be no prophets in our day, and for a man
to claim to be a prophet of God, would stamp him ot
once as being o lalse prophet In short the only
prophets that could come in our Hime would be folse
ones. The warning of Jesus to beware of false proph-
ets in the latter days, or the davys belore his second
coming, is fastened upon as scriptural evidence that
there could be no genuine prophets in cur day. The
inconsistency of this position is found in the statement
itself. Jesus warned against FALSE prophets. To
make this designation it is correctly inferred that there
would be genuine propheis in latter days, else he
would have simply warned against prophets. A ialse
prophet is o counterfeit prophet, and o have a counter-
feit, it is necessary to have a genuine article 1o coun-
terfeit. So instead of Jesus' statement being a con-
demnation of true prophets it is an endorsement of the
idea of God using g prophet to accomplish his work
in eny age. There is a siagiement in Luke 16:16 that
says: "The low and the prophets were until John; since
that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every
man presseth into it.” This also is used by one of the
largest Christian denominations of cur day for the pur-
pose of discounting any prophet olter John, {John the
Baptist, B. C. F.) Yet this position is refuted by the
New Testament itself, because we find mony prophets
in the Church of Christ after John's time. See Acts

13:1; Acts 21:9-11, and meny others. The whole Book
of Revelations is a prophecy, and given after John the
Baptist's time. So much by way of defense of the idea
of o latter day prophet.

We will now introduce the latter day prophet him-
self. This young boy Joseph Smith, confused at the ar-
ray of religious thought in conflict with itself, felt that, if
what he saw among religious teachers was the plan of
God, God himself had become so deeply eniongled in
his effort to save his creation that it had become a mat-
ter of every mon for himself, and that God had made a
mess of the thing. So he sought recourse to the word
of God and from it he was enabled to learn that God
was not the cuthor of the confusion, and furthermore
had even provided a way whereby cany honest soul
might receive light direct from God. Perhaps he did
not realize that, should mon approach God as in-

structed 1o do in James 1:5, wherein he was told that i

any “lacked wisdom,” the thing to do wuas to ask of
God directly and light would be forthcoming, the re-
ception of such light and the communication of it
through him would constitute him a prophet, himself.
Yet the story that follows shows clearly that such was
the case.

We will not burden this siory with the subsequent
facts of the coming forth of the latter day restoration in
a gensral way, becouse we have already given much
of this in former stories. Suffice to say that everything
that was associated with the prophetic calling of men
in past ages was.involved in this new latter day svan:
gel. It is our purpose in this story to give some spe-
cific prophetic utterances thal came to cur generation
through Joseph Smith the prophet. i

We pass by the coming forth of the Book of Mor-
mon and the prophetic value it had for the world. We
pass by the ongelic visits to this voung latter day
prophet, in which the fullness of the gospel was again
restored to the earth, and we come down to December
25, 1832. We will give and excamine a prophecy that
was given 1o Joseph Smith that is so striking in s ful-
fillment and the associaled ideas connected with the
history of our couniry which country we believe wos
itself brought into being by divine interposition. At the
time this revelation or prophecy was given, not one of
the vilal elements that it contained was visible on. the
horizon of our national peace and tranguility. This
foct was so patent to the average individual of that
time that the prophecy was scoffed ot as being the
vaporings of a disordered mind; end when it began
to ‘be fulfilled, framtic efforis were made to gather up
and destroy documents containing it.  Yet numbers of
it were preserved and exist today.

It reads as follows: "Verily thus saith the Lord, con-
cerning the wars that will shortly come o pass, begin-
ning with the rebellion of Scuth Carolina, which will
eventually terminate in the death and misery of many
souls. The days will come that wor will be poured’
out upon oll nations, beginning of that place; for be-
hold, the Southern Siates will be divided against the
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Northern States, and the Southern States will call on
other nations, even the nation of Great Britain, as it is
called, omd they shall also call upon other nations, to
defend themselves against other nations; and thus war
shall be poured out upon all nations. And it shall
come io pass, after many days, slaves shall rise up
against their masters, who shall be marshalled and
disciplined for war. And it shall come to pass also,
that the remnants who are left of the land shall mar-
shal themselves, and shall become exceeding angry,
and shall vex the Gentiles with a sore vexation; and
thus, with the sword, and by bloodshed, the inhabitants
of the earth shall mourn; and with famine, and plogue,
and earthquokes, and the thunder of heaven, and the
fierce ond vivid lightnings also, shall the inhabitants
of the earth be made 1o feel the wrath and indignation,
and chastening hand of an Almighty God, until the
the consumption decreed, hath made a full end of dll
nations; that the cry of the saints and the blood of the
saints, shall cease to come up into the ears of the
Lord of Saboath, from the earth, to be avenged of their
enemies. Wherefore stand ye in holy places, and be
not moved, until the day of the Lord come; for behold
it cometh quickly, saith-the Lord. Amen.”

As already stated this revelation was given
twenty-nine years before the events related in it had a
fulfillment, and at that time there were no indications
of its being of value. But we know that everything
mentioned in # has had o literal fulfiliment We
cemnot go into as much detail as we might like to do
but just mention a few of the ouistanding facts in con-
nection with it. First, the war between the siates DID
begin in Souh Caroling, by the Confederates firing on
Fort Sumpter. Second, the Southern States DID call
upon other nations and particularly the nation of
Great Britain. Just a quotation from Buel's History of
the United Sictes, puge 648. ""One of the chief reli-
ances of the Confederacy was the cotion crop of the
Scuthern Siates. American cotton had become a vir-
tual necessity to the factories of England. To have
the cotton supply cut off suddenly was in the nature of
o calomity to the industrial interests of Great Britain.
A state of feeling supervened in that country unfavor-
able io the United Siates and sympathetic with the
Confederacy. The British government desired the suc-
cess of the rebellion. The Confederaie administration
played well to this sentiment. James M. Mason and
John Slidell, formerly Senctors of the United States,
were oppointed ambassadors of the Confederate States
1o Fronce and Fngland.” The story goes on io tell of
the Union closing the poris preventing the passage of
these men to Furope; but they escaped and got on
board o British mail-steamer, the Treni, but the Union
navy overtook this British boat and captured the am-
bassadors.  Britain retaliated with the plea that her
flag had been insulted and o war between the United
States and Britain was narrowly averted, and the men
were released and DID proceed to England even as the
prophecy indicated they would.

Third the slaves DID marshal themselves for war.
1 had five uncles in the Union army and they tell of
seeing whole regiments of colored soldiers in the Union
ormies.

Fourth, the remnant of the lond, (the Indions) did
vex the Gentiles with o sore vexation. There was the
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Custer Massacre, (War with the Siouxs) June 25, 1876.
The Modog Indicn war on the Pacific coast in Novem-
ber, 1872. The Nez Perces Indion war in Idaho in
1878. And no American boy or girl who has studied
American history will forget the terrible Monkato mas-
sacre, at Mankato, Minnesota, by the Indians. 5o -we
con see that all of the provisions of this prophecy hasg
had o literal fulfillment. And as to the famines, earth-
quakes, and storms we will just give a brief tabulation
of some of the most outsianding ones. In the beginning
of the Ninsteenth century the average of earthqucakes
was nine in one year, in the next fifty years it had in-
creased to sixty-four in one vear, ond in the next
sighteen vears earthquakes had increased to two hun-
dred seventy-seven in one year. So much for eorth-
quckes, the same percentage of increase with conse-
quent loss of life and property can be applied to fam-
ines, storms, and cther fofms of devastation, so it s a
very easy thing to evaluate the prophecy that this mon
of God has given us in our own time.

Furthermore this one prophecy that has been the
subject for our study in this paper is only one of many
that came from the same source, proving bevond the
shadow of a doubt that God hase again undertaken to
instruct mankind directly. And be it remembered that
while the revelation known as the "Revelation on the
Rebellion,” is easy to analyze and find o be reliable
in all of its parts, the same thing is true of many others,
and we are thus furnished with irrefutable proof that
the good God of heaven is not leaving his children now
without the proverbial “line upon line,” as promised in
the prophecies in ancient scripture. :

These things should be a comiort to us now in this
froubled world, where war, bloodshed ond their
kindred ovils are the rule rather than the exception. In
fact from the time stated in that revelation, there has
been war almost constantly on some part of the earth’s
surface. We will do well to study and heed the i
gtructons of the Lord along these lines. In another
revelation or prophecy given by Joseph Smith we, as o
church, are commanded io "Rencunce war and pro-
claim peace,” and in the same revelation we are com-
manded to uphold the law of the land, especially the
Constitution of the United Siates, and that the laws of
man in conflict therewith brings chaos and trouble, with
the significant statement that, "When the wicked rule
the people mourn.” Could this need any cnalysis?

"Surely the Lord God doeth nothing, but he reveal-
oth his secret to his servants the propheis.”

O.__..a._...vm
LETTERS
{Continued from page 149)

It seems as though we have more love ond unity
among us now than we have had in some fime. I
seems the stress of war is drowing us closer. We dll
humbly give thanks to God for hedling our sick and
protecting our loved ones.

On Tuesday evening, August 7, a very pretty wed-
ding tock place of the Wyandotte church when Miss
LaVerne Williams became the bride of Walter John-
son. The ceremony was performed by Elder Amos
Surbrock. We wish them happiness.

This being the extent of the news for this time, 1

remain, your sister in the faith,
MARIE FETTERS.
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Original Articles

We solicit articles for. this department written in an affirmative manner. An affirmative article is

one in which a premise is established, and evidences presented to support that premise.

In all controv-

ersial articles, contributors will be required to observe the rules of decorum established by parliamentary
rules governing deliberative assemblies.

JOSEPH SMITH AND THE LATTER DAY WORK

The promises of God referring to o special work o
‘be done in the "last days,” just before the “end of the
world is distributed in the Bible from Genesis to Reve-
letions. It is clearly understood that Abrahom is re-
derred to as: "The Father of the Faithful! And these
"Faithful” were not to be huddled in one place, nor all
live ot the same time. The whole race of humanity is
the fisld of action. The promise to Abrchom is re-
corded in Genesis 22:18—"In thy seed shall all the na-
tions of the earth be blessed.”

We follow this promise to Isaac, and on to Jacob—
Genesis 49th chapter, Jacob calls his sons: “That I may
tell you that which shall befall vou in the last days.”
This forecast is eddily understood. Reuben, Simeon,
and Levi were set aside with but little credit. Judah
—verse 8—is given a valuable and prominent promise.
“He was to possess the "'sceptre” of power as the ruler
in Israel, shall be with Judah "until Shiloh come’ which
‘refers to Jesus Christ the Lord. "“Until Shiloh come.”
The tribe of Judah has not been a ruler in ony manner
“since they rejected the Christ.

Then verses 13 to 21, refers to sons of Jacob that re-
ceive no special promises. Verse 22: "Joseph is a
Aruittul bough.” In verse 24, is o volume of meaning:
"From thence is the Shepherd, the stone of Israel”
That refers to a prophet to come in “the last days.”
That shepherd cannot refer to Christ. He came by the
tribe of Judah. This shepherd, the stone of Israel iz to
come from the iribe of Joseph. There can be no possi-
bility of any man chonging these words nor their
meaning. .

We now refer to Deuteronomy 33, read the words
of Moses, 2,000 vears later when he blesses the iribes
of Israel Following the chosen tribe in verse 13, we
read of Joseph, the favored son of Jacob., “And of Jos-
eph he said, ‘Blessed of the Lord, be his land.’” The
five verses following describes America, no other land
can suit the description or its value. Turn back to
Genesis 49:22, “Joseph is a fruithul bough by o well,
whose branches run over the wall.” Now read verse
26, “The blessings of thy father have prevailed above
the blessings of my progenitors unto the uimost bounds
of the everlasting hills.” In another place, referring
to the posterity of Joseph it says: "His branches are
stretched out, they have gone over the gea.”

Please read Genesis 48th chapter and find there
that the tribe of Joseph was divided. The blessing of
Jacob on the two sons of Joseph is very importemt. In
verse 5 Jacob says, "Thy two sons Ephraim and Ma-
nasseh—are mine—as Reuben and Simeon, shall be
mine.” Now it is plainly recorded that Reuben ond
Simeon were the oldest and next oldest of Jacob's sons,
but in plain words he set them aside and put Ephraim
and - Manasseh-in their place.

In Deuuteronomy 33:17 Moses puts Ephraim ahead
of Mcanasseh ten to one. We have already referred to
the record that Reuben was the first born of Jacob.
But now turn to lst Chronicles 5:1, 2, "Now the sons of
Reuben, the first born of Israel Hor he was the first born)
but, forasmuch as he defiled his father’s bed, his birth-
right was given unto the sons of Joseph, the son of Is-
rael, and the genedalogy is not to be reckoned after the
birthright. For Judah prevailed above his brethren,
and of him came the chief Ruler; but the birthright was
Joseph's."”

This birthright was valuable—surely it applied to
some special divine favor in “the last days.”” Let us
now read Jeremiah 31:1, 9. 1 consider this a glorious
climax to these other prophecies referred to and in this,
chap. 31 of Jer. plainly reveals when these things are to
be '"last days'—even vet in the future but continue
true to the line of who shall be favored of God in the
end—in the "last days.” In the 9th verse it says, “they
shall come with weeping (or joy) and with supplico-
tions will I feed them. I will cause them to walk by the
rivers of water in a straight way, wherein they shall not
stumble for I am a foather to Israel and Ephraim is my
first born.”

Our belief in Joseph Smith being a chosen prophet,
does not of necessity require that ‘his name should be
mentioned by Bible prophets; but rather the work of
God in the "last days” is well described, that when
that work takes place, it will be known and recognized.

By reading 2 Thessalonioms 2, Paul makes it plain
that the second coming of Christ shall “not come ex-
cept there come a falling away first.” “Falling away—
the primitive church was to drift into apostasy.

In the 7th chapter of Daniel there is o graphic
description of the evil power that was to corrupt and
overthrow the church. Verse 21, "And the same horn
{or power) made war with the saints, and prevailed
against them.” That fourth beast was the Romon
power that took charge of the primitive church and led
it into apostasy. Revelations 17th chapter refers to the
same destructive evil power. And that chapter repre-
sents Rome.

Revelations 12th is o word, picture of the wirgin
church ,established by Christ. In verse 5 the woman
brought forth oo man child, which was cought up to GGod
and his throne. The woman {or church) fled into the
wilderness for o thousond two hundred and three
score days. Which, according to the best scholars and
history, is the same as twelve hundred and sixty years.

Count from the date when the woman "fled into the
wilderness”—570 A. D., io when the restored church
was organized in the state of New York., Such-a work
was to be ‘esiablished in the "last days.” -Bevelation
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14:6, 7, is plain to understand, "an angel,” to come o
aarth with the gospsl.

In Zecharich 2, on angel was to speak to a “young
man’’ tell him about Jerusalem being o town "without
walls”  Joseph Smith was a young man. Also by
revelations from God, Joseph Smith was informed that
‘he was a literal descendant of Ephraim. This line of
evidence and prophecy can not be broken nor rejected
emd wet retain the Bible as a divine guide.

In other prophecies referring to the “last days”
there was a 'Book” to come forth, which shall be de-
elared as o Marvelous Work end o Wonder.”

The 20th chapter of Isaiah is devoted to this, "Mar-
velous Work.” In Ezekiel 37th chapter it is written,
verse 18, "Son of man toke one stick, and write upon
3t for Judah, then take another stick and write upon it
for Joseph, the stick of Ephraim”—and join them one to
another into one stick, and they shall become one in
“+thine hand.”

Now the quick conclusion gained from this reading
is the Old and New Testament. Surely there should
be no obiection to that if it were true. Who ever heard
of the New Testament being the "Stick of Ephraim, or
the writing of Joseph.” Not one of the writers of the
New Testament was of the tribe of Joseph. We
shdll have to go to "Joseph's Land ' —America to find
“the writings of Joseph. We should not forget that Jos-
eph had two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh.  Accord-
“ing to the Book of Mormon record, it was written by
“Manasseh, the son of Joseph, known as the stick of Jos-
eph. In Hosea 8:11 referring to Ephraim, "I have
written to him the great things of my law, but they
were counted as a sirange thing.”

By .reading Isaich 29, we see the hand of God in
revedling o book, “A Sedled Book.” This "book” was
delivered to an unlearned man. He says, "' am not
Jearned.” But surely the God of the Bible could ""read
Jit," and guide his chosen prophet to translate it into
.English longuage. That is the book of Mormon.

The Bock of Mormon tells of Christ coming to the
Jews in Palestine. It tells of Christ coming to this west
ern continent ond establishing his church with the peo-
ple of America. And the beauty of the story is, the
‘Beok of Mormon account is in perfect harmony with
what is written in the Bible of the orgamization and doc-
“trine of-this church, as mentioned by Paul in Ephesians
4. "This divine instruction was not only for a day or a
“yeor or o century, it was for all time to come. That
chapter contains what may truthfully be termed a vital
portion of the Constitutional Law of God for his build-
dng-of the church of Christ.

The God of the Bible is a God of law and order.
No maiter when or where he has servants to build, or-
ganize his church, describe his doctrine, there will be
a-perfect-harmony in every phase of it.  And this rule
‘ol ohservance was to continue "unti] we oll come to o
-unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
«LGod, unto o perfect man unto the measure of the ful-
‘pess of Christ”

There can be only one possible cause for changes.
; The influence of Satom, and the shifting disposition of
‘humemity. The law of God does not permit these
changes!  Churches started and fostered by men, no
voice of God calling them; no visitation of angels giv-

ing authority or instruction as to official organization of
the church or the correciness of the docirine to be
tcught. The promises of God io the primitive church,
hold good today, sume as when first spoken. These
promises are mentioned in Mark's gospel 16:14-18. The
text is referred to as Christ's “Last Commission.” He
never gave cny promise or instruction afterwards io
change or abrogate that promise. Peter on the Day of
Pentecost gave a similar promise: Acts 26:37-40. These
words in verse 39: ""For the promise is unto you, and
to your children, and to oll that are afar off even as
many as the Lord our God shall call” They were to
"receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,” and a sample of
its influence was demonstrated on that day, as a token
or lesson as to what it should be in future days.
Would it be God, or Satan, who should try to limit
those promises to the primitive church. They are prom-
ised to us today. There was no change to be in the or-
ganization of the church; no chonge in any point of
docirine, no change in any promise of spiritual bless-
ings by the Holy Ghost—that will establish o divine
hermony with God, Christ and the primitive church.

We believe in it. It is "God's latter day work.”

RICHARD M. MALONEY.
—

THE LATTER DAY RESTORATION
By B. C. Flint

Webster defines the word "restoration” to mean:
"To reproduce s originally existing.” Thus in any
discussion or analysis of a restoration in the latter
days, it would naturally follow that we must first estab-
lish the fact that something existed which has ceased
to exist, and so needed to be restored. This we will
proceed to do.

Obviously this discussion has reference to the work
of God on sarth and among men. This necessitates an
examination of the work of God on earth at o time when
all are agreed it WAS the direct work of God through
His Son Jesus Christ. And, since Christ says: “For 1
came down from heaven, not fo do mine own will but
the will of him that sent me.”” John 6:38; it ot once in-
volves both the Father and the Son in that work.

First, we will establish this premise: The plan of
salvation instituted by the Father and the Son, for the
redemption of momkind was a periect plan; because:
The "Law of the Lord is perfect.” Ps. 19:17.

Second, the church organized by the Christ was
indeed o correct organization, because: "Ye are the
body of Christ, cnd members in particular.” 1 Cor. 12:
27. And, because Christ-told his disciples that, "Upon
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” Matt. 16:18.

Third, the above plan and the above church, did
in the time of Christ as outlined in the New Testament,
bring spiritual life to all who were associated with it
by obedience to the principles of the gospel.

To the above outline in New Testament times «ll
Christians will agree. It therefore remains for me to
define the above church organization cnd divine plan,
and then to show that it departed into darkness, rend-
ering it necessary that o restoration be brought about.
It is a strange vet true statement, that notwithstanding
the great variety of religious thought among the num-
berless churches professing to be the Church of Christ
today, that ALL are agreed as to WHAT constituted the
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plan of salvation, and as to WHAT was the form of or-
ganization as perlected by Christ himself. IT IS TO-
DAY that division exists. A fact, in itsell evidence of
apostagy, or a departure from primitive Christionity.

Jesus said his plan was to be o simple one, and
it was. Paul in Hebrews 6:1, 2, sums up the principles
of the doctrine of Christ in o simple statement that it
consisted of: 1st, Faith; Znd, Repentance; 3rd, Baptism;
4th, The Laying On of Hands; 5th, The Resurrection
From the Dead; and 6th, Eternal Judgment. It is evi-
dent that the first four of these are initiciory, and de-
signed to induct mankind into the “'body’ or kingdom
of Christ. A study ol the plan as Christ himsell gives
it bears out this thought. -

First, The Principle of Faith:

“Jesus cmswering said unto them, Have faith in
God.” Mark 11:22. "Faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hebrews
11:1.

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for
he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
Hebrews 11:6.

Second, the principle of Repentance:

"In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in
 the wilderness of Judea, and saving, Repent ve: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matt. 3:1, 2. Also see
Matt, 4:17.

Third, the principle of Baptism, for the remission of
sins: /
“Tohn did baptize in the wilderness, and preach

the baptism of repenicnce for the remission of sins.”
Mark 1:4.

“Then Peter said unto them, Bepent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and ve shall receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38.

Fourth, the principle of the Laying on of Hands for
the bestowal of the Heoly Ghost, etc.:

"Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they
sent unto them Peter cmd John; who, when they were
come down, prayed for them, that they might receive
the Holy Ghost; (For as yvet he was fallen upon none of
them; only thev were baptized in the name of the Lord

“Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on them, and they

received the Holy Ghdst. And when Simon sow that
through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost
was given, he offered them money, saying, Give me
also this power, that on whomsoever 1 lay hands, he
may receive the Holy Ghost.” Acts 8:14-19.

“When they hecrd this, they were baptized in the -

nome of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his
hands upon them ,the Holy Ghost came on them; and
they spoke with tongues, and prophesied.” Acts 19:
5, 6.

This covers those principles of the docirine of
Christ which are applicable 1o man in this life. The
other two the Resurrection, and Eternal Tudgment, are
still future and periain o man's future state so have
no place in this discussion.

We will now notice the form of organization ef-

fected by the Christ. In the text already noticed where
Christ says he will "build his church,” it will be noticed
that the “rock” upon which Christ said he would build
his church, was the rock of the divine knowledge thet
Peter had that Jesus was the Christ, received by reve-
lation from God. This then presupposes that Peter
was in possession of this spiritual knowledge, by rec-
son of his having OBEYED all of the principles of the
doctrine of Christ already discussed. And Peter was
one of the Twelve Apostles, the first office that Christ
introduced into his church as a part of his act of build-
ing. Paul to the Coerinthians says thai: "God set the
members every one of them in the body, as it hath
pleased him.” 1 Cor. 12:18, and lader in the same
chapter says those members so set in the church were:
"First, apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers,
etc.” 1 Cor. 12:28. He dlso explains this more defi-
nitely in Eph. 4:11, where he says: "And he gave some
apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists,
and some pastors and teachers.” Then he goes on and
tells why they were so placed in the church and also
tells that they were to be a permanent institution so
long as the church remained in its original perfecied
state. He says that they were to remain, "'till we all
come to the unity of the faith,” and were to be o safe-
guard cgainst the people of God being “corried about
with every wind of docirine.”” Now we will see when
Christ did this part of the organizing. “And when it
was day, he called unto him his disciples; and of them
he chose twelve, whom also he called aposiles.” Lu.
8:13. Their nomes follows: “And he ordained twelve,
that they should be with him, and that he might send
them forth 1o preach.” Mark 3:14. All of the ministry
named in the above texis were the official force that
God placed in the church, "as it pleased him.” This
simple fact certainly denies the right of men to manipu-
lette or change the order of organization as found in the
Kingdom of God, or Body of Christ. The absence of
them in the modem churches of today also indicate o
departure, or falling away, so making necessary o res-
toralion.

In the matter of the spiritual life monifest in the -
Church of Christ as outlined in the New Testament, it
is very evident that its presence was contingent upon
the very presence of the above outlined, very essential
elements, both as to obedience to the principles and the
existence of the God ordered form of orgoanization.
Hence, we read about the saints enjoving various mar-
velous gifts and manifestations of the power of God.
The dead were raised, the sick were healed, they spake
in unknown tongues, they had the gift of prophecy;
and Christ's commission to his apostles,  (before he
finally ascended to heaven, and from whence he has
not yet returned in person), was that they should:

"Go ve into all the world and preach the gospel fo
every creature, and he that believeth ond is baptized
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned. And these signs shall follow them that be-
lieve; in my name, shall they cast out devils; they shall
speak with new tongues; they shall toke ap serpents;
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shaldl not hurt
them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall
recover.” Mark. 16:15-18.

That Christ promised to continue this order is evi-

s
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dent from Matthew's account of this last commission,
beccuse he says there: Lo, I cm with you always
even to the end of the world.”” Matt. 28:20. This, of
course would be contingent upon their continued ad-

herence to the plan, and the fact of the correct form of
organization remaining on the earth. That this would
not continue after the passing of the apostles we will
show later. But, that it was the order so long as the
church remained faithful, is amply proven by Paul's
experience, who came into the church subsequent to
Christ's personal ministry, as found in his analysis of
the spiritual life of the church and found in 1 Cor. 12:1-
11, where he enumerates the same spiritual gifts as
was promised by Christ and which he indicates was
the evidence of life in the church during his day. We
el that we will experience no opposition from among
cmy body of Christians concerning anything we have
so far written just so long as we confine it to the period
covered by the New Testament, and this brings us to
pur real analysis. We insist that ALL of the elemenis
discussed so far, MUST be in the Church of Christ to-
day, the same as it was in the New Testament times,
provided that the Church of Christ really exists today
among men. If it does, it is absolutely certain that the
Seriptures will indicate exactly how this could be, even
in the face of the fact that the New Testament positively
declares, in a prophetic way, that it should not come
down to our day by way of a succession, or a con-
finuation of God's recognition as was manifest during
the New Testament times. One very simple test of this
may be had from the form in which we have the Bible.
Every one will agree that the entire New Testoment was
a PRODUCT of the Church of Christ as he perfected it
ond when it was functioning in a spiritual way. Yet the
fact remains that the last book of the New Testament
was written about one hundred vears aiter Christ. It
would naturally follow then, that if God was in direct
contact with His church for one hundred years, and
could speck to it, he could continue to do so, unless the
«church itself alienated itself from him by an apostasy.
This is further indicated by the fact that, as already
shown, the "rock” upon which Christ built his church,
was o knowledge of the divinity of Christ received by
revelation from God. So, if after one hundred vears
there was no further revelation from God, it is very evi-
dent that the foundation rock no longer remained. And
the foundation upon which that foundation rock was
laid was Christ himself. A few texts predicting an
apostasy or falling away of the church from its original
splendor, will illustrate this fact.  Christ himself said:
“And from the days of John the Boaptist until now the
Kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence, and the viclent
ke it by force.” Matt. 11:12. Paul in preaching to the
saints ot Ephesus understood this same fact and in
ringing tones, admonished them as follows: "Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to «all the flock over
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with
his own blood. For I know this, that after my deporting
shall grievious wolves enter in among you, not spar-
ing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them.”  Acts 20:28-30. Also, in his second letter 1o the
- Thessalonicms and the 2nd chapter, beginning with the
first verse, he tells them that the day of Christ should
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not come except there be a "falling away first’” which
he then describes in detail. Added to this we have the
beautiful picture of the church depicted as a ""Woman
clothed with the sun,” (Light from God; Revslation B.
C. F) Rev. 12:1-6. This beautitul woman, {(church)
was to lose her spiritual authority, (the man child) ond
then when that had been taken up to God, the womon
herself was to flee into the wilderness for a period.
This was the period of darkness known in history as
the "dark ages.” It is described by the prophets of
old and the time when: "Darkness covered the earth
and gross darkness the people.” Isa. 60:2, and when
there would be no: "Prophets, rulers, or seers.” Isa.
29:10, or when there should be: "Famine in the land,
not a famine of bread nor o thirst for water, but of
hearing the words of the Lord.” Amos 8:11.

So much for this brief siatement, concerning the
Church of Christ in iis purity, as fashioned by the
Christ himself and the fate that would beidll it, because
mankind would not continue in the ways of Ged. Now
what promise does the Scriptures contain relative to o
restoration back to the primitive purity of the Church
of Christ? We will simply call attention to the state-
ment in Rev. 12:1-6, where it is plainly indicated that
the flight of the woman, {church) inio the wilderness
was limited by a definite period from which it is fuir o
infer that at the close of that pericd, that the church
would then come forth, in its original form. This
thought is amplified by the staiement of Christ, where
in telling his disciples of his second coming and of the
end of the world, He draws rather a dark picture of
the conditions which would result from man's disregard
of God and His law. There were to be "wars and
rumors of wars,” “famine,” 'pestilence,” etc. Yet,
amid all of that he says: “And this gospel of the kings
dom shall be preached, in all of the world for o wiiness
unto all nations, and then shall the end come.”” Mait,
24:14. If it was to be "THIS" gospel, such as he was
then preaching it would be the same gospel, and if we
have proved our contention that “this” gospel did
cease to exist because of apostasy then it must be that
if it was to again be preached among the signs of
Christ’s second coming, it MUST be because it was 1o
be restored. To this we may add the statement of the
apostles following the day of Peniecost, where Peter
says: "Repent ve therefore and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord: And he
shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached
unto vou: Whom the héavens must receive until the
times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken
by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world
began.” Here the thought of restoration is broadened
out g0 as to include the whole program of God from the
beginning. This would include the esiablishment of
the church in its pure form; the preaching of "this” gos-
pel; the gathering of Israel from all lands 4o their "own”
lands; the redemption of Zion; the bringing forth of the
stick or record of Joseph, spoken of in Ezek. 37:15-20,
which would include the story of ancient America and
the origin of the American Indion. The building of o
temple to the house of Judah in Jerusalem, and also
one to the house of Joseph in America, ond all other
things that would come under the head of "all things
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spoken of God by the mouth of his holy prophets from
the beginning of the world.”

Then we have the statement of Daniel in his inter-
pretation of the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon. Here he says that the dream indicated:
"What should be in the latter days.” Dan. 2:28. Then
after explaining that the great image that the king saw
indicated a succession of kingdoms beginning with
that of Babylon then in existence, he says relative to
the times of the kingdoms represented by the toes of the
image that: "And in the days of these kings shall the
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never
be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall breck in pleces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” When we
come to cnalyze the above in connection with the
period when the woman (church) was to come out of
darkness, it will be found {o agree as to the time, and
it already savs it was to be "in the lafter day.”

Now since this restoration was to be by the direct
work of God himself, we shall expect in our examina-
tion, to find that He is to do it in like monner as He has
always done his work. Amos 3.7, tells us that: “Surely
the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth his
secret unto his servants the prophets.” Naturally then
a prophet would be the human insirumentality, but his
word shows us that the heavenly messengers that he
employs to bring his word from heaven to the proph-
ets, are usually cngels. Angels gave Abrcham his
commission. Angels came to Moses and instructed
him. Angels announced the birth of both John the
Baptist and the Christ himself. So, if we are to find
God's way of effecting his laiter day restoration, we
must expect o find that angels were again o be em-
- ployed, and so we do. In Revelation 14:8, 7, this angel
and the time of his coming is seen by the Seer of Pat-
mos. Hear him: "And ] saw another angsel fly in the
midst of heaven having the everlasting gospel 1o
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to
every nation, and kindred, and people.” Then he adds
that this was to be just before, "the hour of God's
judgment.” Ceriainly in the "latter days.” But here
comes o thought that limits all we may say on the
subject. Since the church that Christ established should
"{all away' and go into apostasy, and cease to exist,”
and since the only statement found in the whole Bible,
telling us HOW Geod is to bring about his latter day res-
toration, is the above statement found in the bock of
Revelations, are we not justified in concluding that any
claims of the religious world today, to being the Church
of Christ, but who did not come into being by angelic
ministration, MUST be imposters? And that would in-
clude ourselves were we not able to quality. And since
there are thousands of socalled Christian churches in
the world, may this not explain why? Jesus said: "In
vain do they worship me, teaching for docirine, the
precepis of men.”” Matt, 15:9. Jesus also told his dis-
ciples when they asked him concerning his second
coming: "That many shall come in my name, saving,
I am Christ; and shall deceive many.” And since he
had just warned thém in the preceeding verse, where
he said: "Take heed that no man deceive you,” he un-
derstood that in the latter days there would be "many”

who would say that Jesus was Christ, but because
they were taught by the precepts of men they would de-
celve maony.

Ancther text that strengthens this position, is found
concerning this same angel who was o bring the
"everlasting gospel” before the hour of Ged's judg-
ment, in Zech. 2:1-6, where an angel is to tell a young
man that Jerusalem is to again be inhabited, but this
time, "as towns without walls.” Since the lalter doy
restoration was 1o be o restitution of "all things,” it
naturally -follows that the gathering of the Jews. back
in Palestine would be included in it. And so itis. We

need spend no fime on the present unparalleled de-

velopment of Jerusalem, and its being literally rebuilt
as a modern city “without walls,” by the returning
Jews, because everyone knows all about that, BUT,
since it HAS dlready happened, where is the ongel
who was to announce it? It is too late now for any to
arise and make such claim, since it has already oc-
curred. And where among the great founders of re-
ligion do we find a "young man” who claimed that an
angel did either or both of the things here indicated as
being the method God would use in His latter day res-
toration?”’

Now o few extracts from the great reformers, whom
we are very glad to conceed were used of God, as an
instrumentality through which to break down the
shackles of religious bigotry and superstiion that
bound the minds of the people in chains of darkness
during the night of the dark ages.

John ‘Wesley says: "The times which we have
reason to-belleve are at hand, if they have not already
begun, are what many pious men have termed, ‘the
Latter Day Glory’; . . . And vyet the wise men of the
world, the men of eminence, the men of learning and
renown, cannot imagine what we mean by talking of
any extraordinary work of God! They cannot discemn
the signs of these times! They con see no signs at all
of God's arising to maintain his own cause, and set up
his kingdom over the earth.” Sermon 71.

Roger Williams, founder of the Baptist church in

America, says: "In the poor, small span of my life I de-
‘sired to have been a diligent and constant observer,

and have been mysell many ways engaged in city, in
country, in court, in schools, in universiiies, in churches
in old and New England, and vet cannot in the holy
presence of God, bring in the results of a satistying

‘discovery that either the begetting ministry of the apos-

tles ond messengers 1o the nations, nor the feeding or
nourishing ministry of pastors, and teachers, accord-
ing to the first institution of the Lord Jesus, is vet re-
stored and exiant. . . . The apostasy of anti-Christ
has so for corrupted all that there can be no recovery
out of that apostasy, till Christ shall send forth new
apostles and plant churches cnew.” Struggles and
Triumphs of Beligious Liberty, pages 238, 239,

Sir Isace'Newton: "About the ime of the end, in-all
probability, a body of men will rise up and turn their
attention to the prophecies, and insist on their literal
interpretation in the midst of much clamor and opposi-
tion.” Totten, in Our ‘Race News Lediflet, for June,
1898, pp. 325, 326.
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We quote further from the same author: "There
must be astone cut out of ¢ mountain without hands
before it con fall upon the toes of the image and be-
come o great mouniain, and fill the earth. An angel
must fly through the midst of heaven with the everlast-
ing gospel o preach to all nations belore Babylon falls
and the Son of Man reaps his harvest. Observations
onr the Prophecies, pp. 250, 251.

These are just a few that we might use of the pre-
dictions of the great reformers, but they are sufficient
to. show that those great men of God regarded their
work as being merely to prepare the minds of the peo-
ple for the great restoration, which they doll saw in
vision ,and were sure would come. They realize that
theirs was a work of “reformation,” but they looked for
a 'restoration.”’

We will close this analysis, with a brief discussion
of the "time” as indicated when this should be brought
about; and by a simple study of the texts already used.
You will note that Newton uses two of the texis 1 use,
but which he recognizes as being associated in the one

‘great event' viz: the setling up of God's kingdom and

the."'stone cut out without hands” as mentioned in Dan.
2; and the "angel's message’ of Rev. 14:6. These we
will now discuss. First, the period mentioned as the
time limit for the woman, (church) to be in the wilder-
ness is given as 1260 days. That these prophetic days
are years; we will show by calling to our support prom-
inent Bible students of other faiths, Archdeacon Wood-
house, M. A., A. D. 1805. "The 1260 vears are not yet
elapsed.” The Apocalypse, p. 303.

Rev. G. 3. Faber, B. D., A. D, 1811, "We are living
in the predicted days of anti-Christian blasphemy and
the 1260 years are rapidly drawing near io their term-
ination.” Visions of Daniel, p. 222.

Davidson's Talks on the Great Pyramid also says
those days are prophetic and meon yeors. This also
agrees with Num. 14:34; where we read: "After the
number of days in which ve searched the land, forty
days, each day fora year, etc.”

But 1260 must have a scripturadl beginning. When
then did the woman {lee into the wilderness? Daniel
speaks of an "obomination that maketh desolate” and
in Paul's letter to the Thessalonians already referred io
he says that the "falling away” was to be character-
ized by some one usurping power and "sitling in the
Temple of God shewing himsell that he is God.” 2
Thess: 2:14. The pope fulfilled this in 570 A. D., as is
easily ascertained by an appedal to history. This date
added to the 1260 vyears, brings the time of the
church’s return from the wilderness as being 1830, In
this Prof. Emret Gates, Ph. D.; an associate in church
history in the University of Chicago, agrees with us
when he says: "It is apparent by the year 1830 that o
new period has dawned in the movement for the union
of all Christians by the restoration of primitive Christi-
cmity.” The Disciples of Christ, p. 177. Many others
might be -added, but this shows that others draw the
same conclusions, from the prophecies of the scriptures,
relating to the restoration. We might add that included
in the "all things” might be mentioned the great sirides

made in invention, science, medicine, etc, eic, since
1830, the time when gospel light broke forth and revo-
lutionized the general activities of mankind. In all of -
these things, 1830 was o beginning. Back of that dats,
almost stygion dorkness covers the earth with knowl-
edge only slightly advanced beyond the Adoamic
period.

Daniel's interpretation of the king's dream clinches
all I have said as to the time element in this discussion.
You will note that he interpreted the various pdris of
the image as being successive kingdoms, as already
stated. The "head of Gold,” was Babylon. The “arms
of silver,” the Medo-Persian; the "body of brass” the
Greek; the "legs of iron” the Roman, divided into east-
ern and western Rome; the "'ten toes” the various na-
tions that grew out of the Roman Empire, eic. These
nations DID succeed each other in exactly the order
given by the prophet, but it will be noticed that he saw
the image “stgnding complete on his feet’” not one
passing and the other following, etc. This must indi-
cate thet there would be a time when ALL of those no-
tions would again come into existence, cnd THAT
would be the time, when the tull force of the prophecy
would be- apparent, because Daniel said it showed
what “shall be in the latter days” verse 28. Here then
are the dates when each nation represented by the
image caome back into the sisterhood of nations. Baby-
lon, overthrown by the Medes and Persians B. C. 539-
538. Restored by the Turks 1638, A. D. Existing as-
such until 1920 when it was placed under a mandate of
Great Britain by the League of Nations.

Medo-Persia, overthrown by the Greeks 334 B. C.
Recovers its independence 1730 A. D., under Tahmasp,
which it still holds.

Greece, conquered in 1204 A. D. In 1829 her in-
dependence is recognized by Turkey, and in 1830 was
again recognized as a world power. This was there-
fore the last one of the nations represented by the
image 1o be restored, and it was in 1828-1830. It thus
again completed the image.

Rome, this has repeatedly fallen and risen, vet to-
day stands as the exclusive domain of the popes.

The same is true of the other nations, but this fact
remains, that IT WAS NOT until 1830 that the entire
image again appeared as the king saw it in vision,
and as it was interpreted by Daniel, but it is also true
thert disintrogression set in shorily after 1830, and none
of the nations now appecrs as they did in 1830. So, it
shows that that period, and that period alone, MUST
be the time of God setting up his kingdom for the last
time. On April 6th, 1830 was organized the Church of
Christ, and organized too, in accordance with instruc-
tions given by the angel io the young prophet Joseph
Smith. Since then the whole religious world has been
revolutionized. The house of Israel is returning to their
lands. Jerusalem is a "new’ town ond without walls,
exactly as the angel told the "voung” moan Joseph
Smith it should be done. This young moan and the
work he was instrumentad in the hands of God in bring-
ing forth, alone fills the bill in every particular. It is
too late now for any other to come and make similar
claims,
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AGREEMENT

"Hearken ,oh ye elders of my church whom I have
called.”” Behold [ give unio vou a commandment, that
ye shall assemble yourselves together to agree upon
my word, and by the praver of {aith ve shall receive
my law, that ye may know how to govern my church,
and have all things right before me.” “And I will be
your ruler when I come: and behold 1 come quickly:
and ve shall see that my law is kept.” B. of C. 43:3-5.

As far back as 1831 the Lord called upon his serv-
omts to "assemble” that they might agree on his word.
Years have passed and vet there is no agreement but
rather a drifting apart, until the peoples of the Restora-
tion are divided and subdivided. And as a result the
work of the Lord suffers and is ot a stand still. No
agresment has been reached; each division claiming
1o be the one and only.

The need for agreement is very apparent yet t{o-
day, and we are wondering if it would not be a wise
move on the part of the elders of the Church of Christ
to assemble in an effort to come to an agreement
on just what the Lord would have of us, and to agree
upon his word, for it is very evident that at present we
are far from being in agresment. We only have to re-
fer 1o the conferences of past years to verily a condi-
tion of non-agreement. QOur conferences have been
legislative rather than spiritual, and as o result we
have been tangled in contention and misunderstanding.
Motives have been impugned, hates have developed,
and still exist.

The Church of Christ has been committed to the
sk of unifying the forces of the restoration, bringing
together those who love fruth ond desire to see the
work of the Lord accomplished, a task that connot be
done by a people who are not in agreement on the
vitel commitments of the Master.

”Assemble yourselves together to agree upon my
word.,”  Such o move is as needful today as at any
time in the history of thé Restoration.

Restrictions on holding conferences have been
lited by our Government and it is not improbable that
we will have a conference in April of 1946. The nature
of that gathering will .depend on those who attend.
They can determine the kind of assembly it will be. 1
. ask, will it take on the same form as in former years?
Will it be a continuation of contention, or will it resolve
into om effort to bring about peace and spiritual under-
siomding? Some may not agree with me, but it seems
io me that we spend too much time legislating. The
past should have demonstrated to us that legislation
has produced contention. True, there is need for a cer-
torin amount of legislation, but con we legislate people
inio keeping the commandments of the Lord, or putting
his law into operation? Surely if we were to give heed
to the advice given us of the Master, and were to follow
his instructions and seek to agree rather than to be
constantly disagresing, we would be a much more
usehal group to the Lord. We contend over trifles which
through the years has not fended to develop us in a
spirttucl way. We cannot improve the gospel by any
act of legislation that we may pass. [ think the Apos-
tle Paul touched a very vital point when he said to

Timothy, "Study to show thyself approved unio God, a
workman that needeth not be ashamed.”” In Iscich we
find the Lord accusing the people of turning to their
own way. Do we want things done our way, or the
Lord’'s woy? "I ve love me keep my commandments”
is as vital now as when spoken. We are not cuthor-
ized to moke commoaondments fo govern the saints. I
we follow the teachings of the Master there will be no
tussing or illHdeeling.

We note in Book of Mormeoen fimes that Alma made
this statement, "And he commanded them that they
should teach nothing save it were the things he hod
terught ,and which had been spoken by the holy proph-
ets.” Mosich 9:52. "And it came o pass that they
arose and ministered unto the people. And when they
had ministered those same words which Jesus had
spoken—nothing varying from the words which Jesus
had spoken—Dbehold, they knelt again, and prayed to
the Father in the name of Jesus, and they did pray for
that which they most desired; and they desired that
the Holy Ghost should be given unto them.” Nephi
9:9, 10.

We gather from the above that the teaching of
those things which Jesus taught was more imporiant
than onything man might offer by way of conierence
resolutions. Are we o be governed by conference
resolutions or by the scripture?

Much has been said about Zion and its establish-
ment and some have thought a system of temporal co-
operation would solve the question. Many such en-
deavors have been entered into and no doubt to some
extent were successful; but in the plan the Lord has out
lined we find there is a spiritual side. We are told that
Zion is "the pure in heart” that would be needed. Do
we measure up? Zion will never be a redlity as o re-
sult of contention. Zion to me means unity, under-
standing, ond love. Contention comes from beneath.
Understanding and proper cooperation comes from
God.

"Now as you have asked, behold I say unto vou,
keep my commandments and seek-to bring forth and
astablish the CAUSE of Zion. Behold I speak unto you,
AND ALSO TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DESIRES TO
BRING FORTH AND ETABLISH THIS WORK. AND
NO ONE CAN ASSIST IN THIS WORK EXCEPT HE
SHALL BF HUMBLE AND FULL CF LOVE. (Emphasis
mine. W. F. A), having faith, hope and charity.”
Surely the above statement as found in Book of Com-
mendments 11:3, 4, should be sufficient to let us know
how we are to go about to accomplish the task. Zion,
all things common, must be developed on o foundation
of mutual understomding and love, else it will not
stand. Assemble vourselves together to agree on my
word.”  "Contend ecrnestly for the {aith once delivered
io the saints.”” Contend for, not over, the faith.

In Bible and Book of Mormon times the "all things
common’ movement was spontaneous, or by mutucl
consent. In neither book do we find where Christ ever
commanded it. It was adopted by the people because
of their mutual agreement and their love for each other:
Following the receiving of the endowment, they were
of one heart and mind. They were not contending over



October, 1945

Zion's Bdvocate

Page 159

WWWW—WM

irifles and as to who was right, "God's way is the
best way.” We will not have "Zion” until we attain the
condition which the people of other times were in.
“No one can assist in this work except he be humble
ond FULL of love.”

Tt is up to us as a people, if we are to accomplish
the work entrusted to us, to come to a mutual under-
standing. Let us determine to put down contention, no
matter who may be the contender, or what his position
may be.

Would we divide and split the church beccmse’

things arsy not done our way?

"Come unto me and I will give you rest.”—Christ.
Rest from the disturbing elements of contention. Let us
cast out from among us the bond woman of contention
and be free in the Lord!

Come together in our next conference in humility
of heart and an earnest prayer and desire to let God
have his way, letting our wills be swallowed up in
God's will.

Opportunities are opening belore the church for
the carrying of the gospel to the nations such as has
not been. Freedom of religion is one of the articles of
the surrender terms of the nations.

May God give us wisdom and the guidings of his
Spirit that we may learn his ways ond walk therein.

Your brother in Christ,

WM. F. ANDERSON.
B 1
WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?

(From "Little Missionary”)
By Robert McClain

This imporiant question was asked ond answered
many Hmes in the Bible, yet various cnswers have
been given by men; some claim one thing cnd some
another. Many earnest seekers are confused and do
not know which wav to turn.

Are you willing to accept the plain statemenis as
found in the Bible? The answers given by Christ and
the Apostles and other ministers of the Gospel who
were the authorized teachers of the way of salvation.

First Wiitness, “John the Bapfist”

John did baptize in the wildermess, and preach the
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins—Mark
1:4.

I indeed have boptized you with water; but he
shall baptize vou with the Holy Ghost; and it came fo
pass in those doys that Jesus came from Nozareth of
galiiee and was baptized of Jobhn in Jordon.—Mark 1:

, 9
Second Witness, “Jesus Christ”

Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came
into (zalilee preaching the gospel of the kingdom of
God and sayving, "The fime is fulfilled, and the king-
dom of God is at hand; repent ve, and believe the gos-
pel."—Mark 1:14, 15.

I came not to call the righteous, but sinners o re-
pentance.—Mark 2:17!

Jesus answered and said unto him, "Verily, verily,
I sy unto thee, except a man be bormn of water, and of
the Spirit, he connot enter into the kingdom of God."—
John 3:5. And he said unto them, "Go ve into ol the
world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that

believeth and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that
believeth not, shall be damned; and these signs shall
follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out
devils; they shall speck with new tongues; they shall
tcke up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it
shall not hurt them: Thev shall lay hands on the sick
and they shall recover.” '

Third Witness .“Apostle Peter”

Following the Sermon on the Day of Pentecost

They were pricked in their heart, and said unto
Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren,
what shall we do?” Then Peter said unto them, "Be-
pent and be baptized, every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and you shdll re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost; for the promise is unio
vou and o vour children, and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the Lord our God shall call” and
with moany other words did he testity and exhort, say-
ing, ""Save yourselves from this untoward generation,”
Then they thai gladly received His word were bap-
tized and the same day there were added unto them
about three thousand souls, and they continued stead-
fastly in the Apostle’s doctrine and fellowship and in
breaking of bread and in prayers.—Acis 2:37-42. The

Lord added to the church daily such as should be

saved.—Acts 2:47.

Fourth Witness, “Philip”

Then Philip went down to the city of Samoria ond
preached Christ unio them.—Acts 8:5. When they be-
lieved Philip preaching the things concerning the king-
dom of God, they were baptized, both men and women.
—Acts 8:12, Now when the apostles which were o Je-
rusalem heard that Samoria had received the word of
God, they sent unto them Peter and John, "‘who, when
they come down, prayed for them, that they might re-
ceive the Holy Ghost; for as yet he had fallen on none
of them; only they were baptized in the nome of the
Lord Jesus. Then laid they their hands on them, and
they received the Holy Ghost—Acts 8:14-17.

“Philip Preaches to the Eunuch”

Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the
same Scripture and preached unto him Jesus, and they
went on their way ond came unto o certagin water;
and the eunuch said, "See, here is waler; what doth
hinder me 1o be baptized?” Philip said, "I thou be-
lievest with all thine heart, thou mavest” And he an-
swered cnd said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of Godé’' He commanded the chariot to stand siill, and -
they went down into the water; both Philip and the
eunuch; and he baptized him; and when they werse
come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught
away Philip and the eunuch saw him no more.—Acts
8:35-39.

Fitth Witness, “"Apostle Paul”

To the Philipion Jailer, after Paul ond Silas were
freed by the earthquoke
Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came
frembling, ond fell down before Paul and Silas and
brought them out-and said, "Sirs, what must [ do o be
saved?” And they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shall be saved and thy house.” They
spoke unto him the word of the Lord, and to oll that
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were in his house, and he ook them the same hour of
the night and washed their stripes, and was boptized;
he and all his, straightway.—Acts 18:29-33.

Apostle Paul tells of his own conversion on the
road to Damascus, when he heard the Lord's voice
saying, "'Arise and go unto the city and it shall be told
thee what thou shall do—Acts 9:6. The Lord sent An-
anias to administerto Poul, and when he had laid his
hands on him, he received his sight, and he sald unto
him, “And now why tarriest thou? Arise and be bap-

tized, ond wash away thy sins calling on the name of
the Lord.” '

Summary

So far we have had this importont question an-
swered by John the Baptist, Jesus Christ, Apostle Pster,
Philip and Apostle Paul. These men are all recognized
authorities on the correct answers and they «ll tell the
same story. In short, this is what they said, "Bslieve
the gospel, have faith, and repent. Be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, receive
the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
And he added io the church daily, such as should be
saved.

In the sixth chapter of Hebrews, Paul lists six prin-
ciples of the Doctrine of Christ—Faith, Repentance,
Raptism, Laying on of Hands, Resurrection of the Dead
and Fiernal Judgment. All of the gospel of Christ is
based upon these six fundomental principles.

Do the modern ministers of our day agree with
these Bible witnesses? No, my friends. Here is their
story;

“There is nothing you can do; just surrender your
heart to Jesus. Jesus paid it all on the cross. Accept
Jesus as your personal savior, and he will lift the bur-
den from vyour troubled soul.”” No, my friends, no, this
is not the canswer.

Did Christ tell Paul on the road to Damascus: “"Now
Pel just surrender oll to me, | paid it all on the cross,
there is nothing vou can do; don't you know you wre
living under grace, you are saved by faith only, with-
out works, now just accept me os your personal sav-
iour.” No, my friends. Jesus did not tell him this.
This is not the cnswer. This is only a modern radic
sermoen.

The frue answer is still the same. "Paul, you go into
Damascus and there it will be told what you must do
to be saved. Repent of your sins and be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ, and you shall receive the Holy
Ghost by the laying on of hands.”

o

OBITUARY

Brother Martin C. Wagbo who was the son of Chris
and Marie, was born on February 1, 1892, at Omena,
Michigan. He passed away suddenly July 12, 1945,
near East Port, Michigan, ot the age of 53 vyears, 4
months and 11 days. He leaves behind him to mourn
his departure, his wife, Sister Gertrude, one son, Cpl.
Christopher Wagbo, stationed in . Germany; two step-
sons, John T. Reed, of Muskegon, Michigan; and
Thomas Dovyle, of Grand Rapids, Michigan; one
deughter, Marie R. Wagbo, who lives with her mother
in Grond Rapids, Michigan; and three grandchildren.

Brother Martin held the office of priest in the

Church of Christ (Temple Lot. He was baptized’ on
August 24, 1924, by Flder Alex Lalone of the Reorgan-
ized Church of Jesus Christ, L. D. 8. On March 29,
1929, he iransferred his membership to the Church of
Christ, Temple Lot.. Brother Wagbo was held in high
esteem by all who knew him best. He loved his fom-
ily, his church, and his God, and was always ready to
help those_in need and provide a home for the mis-
sionary. We will sadly miss you, Brother Manrtin, but
our loss is your gain. We say good night, till morning
comes.

Funeral services were held at the Runstrom
Funeral Home at Grand Rapids, Michigan. Conducted
by Elder Wm. Postma, assisted by Elders Jas. Wilkin-
son and Henry van Duine. Brother Martin was laid:to
rest in the Washington Park Cemetery at Grand Rapids,
Michigan. :

Brother Martin C. Wagbo

"Good bye, till morning comes again.”
We part, if part we must with pain.

But night is short, and hope is sweet,
Faith fills our hearts, and wings our feet;
And so we sing the old refrain:

"Good bye, till morning comes again.”

"Good bye, till morning comes again.”
The thought of death brings weight of pain.
But could we know how short the night
That falls, and hides them from our sight
Our hearts would sing the old refrain,
"Good bye, till morning comes again.”

Author Unknown.
O“"—'—MM

TREASURES IN HEAVEN

Let us gather up the jewels
That are strewn along our way:

Let us work while there'is sunshine,
Let us gather while we may;

For the night is fast approaching,
And the day is necarly done.

Let us hold fast all the treasures
We along our way have won.

Let us not ,with idle fingers,
Wit the cool of day,
For the darkness then approaches
And we cannot see the way.
Let us lobor for the Master,
Help each other all we can.
Let it not be said of any
That we came with empty hand.

Let us gather rarest jewels
For our royal diadems,
That our crowns may sparkle brightly,
Set with many precious gems.
Then we'll stand before the Master,
And with joy we'll greet the blest;
Hear "Well done, thou faithful servant,
Enter thy eternal rest.”
Selected.
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