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What,

When all the great plants of our cities

Have turned cut their last finished work,
When merchonts have sold their last silk,

And dismiss

When banks have 1¢ ;ccd in their last dollor

ed their last tired clerk;

And paid out the last dividend;
When the Judge of the earth suys;
YCLOSED FOR THE NIGHT!
And asks for o balonce—WHAT THEN?

When the choir has sung is last anthem

And the preacher has made his last prayer;
When the beople have hecrd their last sermon
Lnd the sound has died oul on the alr;
When the Bible lies closed on the altar
And the p

And sach one stands focing his 1

of men,

ecord,
SWHAT THEN?

pews cre all emply

And the Great Book is opened—

Then'
When the actors have playved their last drama
And the mim

When the
And the billboard displayved its last run;

ic has made his kisi fun;

film has flashed iis ’Las‘{ picture

When the crowds seeking pleasure have vanished
And gone out in darkness again;

When the trumpet of ages is sounded
And we stand up before him—WHAT THEN?

] e EONE O
When the bugle's call sinks into silence, e,
And the lor

When the capiain repeats his last orders

gy maching columns stand still;

And they've captured the last fort and last hill,
End the flog has been hauled from the masthead
Lnd the wounded afield are checked in
And o world THAT REJECTED ITS SAVIOR
Is asked for a reason—WHAT THEN?
1. Whitlield Green.
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Editorial

HEAVEN: HELL; PARADISE

From time immemorial the human mind has specu-
lated with reference to the future state of the human
race. Many and varied theories have been advanced
as to whether there is g future life or not, and if so, of
what does it consist and what is its nature.

Some teach that man s wholly mortal, and with-
out o living soul that can realize, or be in o siate of con-
sciousness. Others teach that men have souls but that
they roiismigrote and become possessed by other en-
fities, and so progress throughout the eons of eternity.

The mchority of Christions believe that the soul is
conscious after death, and according to the type of life
lived here in the sarth life, these souls will be con-
signed immediately upon leaving this body to « beau-
tious place termed heaven, or to « place of endless
torment called hell.

Sermons have been preached, hymns have been
sung, and books have been writlen seeking 1o depict
the glories of the redeemed in heaven, and their stale
of bliss, also the horrors of hell have been likewise
perpetuated in song ond written explanction. Al of
which has largely tended io further confuse and add fo
the speculation in human thought.

The very fact of all of this mass of critical aften-
tion to the subject existing, should invite the student o
pause and ask himself the question; Is this whole mat-
ter o mere fantasy, or is there some authoritative
source that can be appealed to, to enable an intelligent
eand Godly conclusion to be reached? In short, do we
have a hope of a future life that will be affected by the
kind of life we live while here in mortality? If there is
the same cuthoritative source that would settle the one
queston would also contain the solution to the other.

Mankind's conduct here on earth has largely been
directed by the hope of reward for good deeds done, or
the fear of punishment for wrong doing, when this spon
called life has ceased. The question then becomes of

vital imporiomce and in this brief onclysis we will seek
io throw soms light on the matter, and moke our ap-
peal to the one source of authority recognized by dll
Christions as being true and valid in its teaching, viz.,
the Werd of God, the Holy Scriptures.

Here, however, af the very oulset we meet the ob-
stacle of confused human reasoning. MOST of the
theories advanced have been furnished us by selk
styled believers in the teaching of the Scriptures. Why
then the confugion? Only one of two conclusions can
be drawn from this fact.  Either the Scripiures are not
sufficienily clecr on the matter, or human reasoning
has reached out and beyond the plain teachings of the
scriptures. 1f the first is the reason, then momkind is
justified in insisting on their own individual interpréter
ton of the various scriptural references to the subject.
i, on the other hand, the scriptures are clear and defi-
nite in their exposition of the maiter, and humomity
has deceived itself by fantastic human conceptions of
what lies chead, then it should not be a difficult. task
to let the Bible tell its own story.

First, we will briefly examine the ordinary view
held and tought by the average Christiom. It is this;
ot death, if we have been good, have accepted Christ
as our personal Savior, have yielded obedience to the
terms of salvation as understood by this type of be-
lievers, then we will be wafted on angelic wings
o the realms of bliss, and there throughout elernity,
we will have a pair of wings; we will be furnished with
o golden harp, and o white robe; we will be rewarded
by being permitted to sit on o golden siair, with oll the
other saints, and there enjov, in this siate, an eternily
of idleness and innocence. God and his Son Jesus
Christ will be there smiling upon us, and that oll of this
will be somewhere "Beyond the bounds of time and
space, look forward to the heavenly place,” as one
hymn goes. This type of future for the soul may haove
cm appeal for the poetic minded, but if all of this fine
and beautiful poetical philosophy comnot be found in
the Bible, then we must conclude that it had its origin
simply in the minds of poets, and has been accepted
by the masses in lieu of a more scriptural and logical
understonding of man's future state.

Then by this same type of believers, we are told
that if we have failed to come up to the standards of
right living ond religious ccceplance, ds understood
by them, at death we will be consigned to a place
called hell ond in their efforts to describe this place
they have conjured up in their minds the most horrible
state it was possible for them to invent, and because
the term "hell fire,” is used in scripture they have
woven around that idea the most terrible state of suf-
fering imaginable, and even unimaginable. So terri-
ble in fact, that nought but the mind of a fiend could
conceive or invent, and then in both the case of the
righteous in heaven and the wicked in hell, as pre-
sented by them we are asked to believe that God is
the designer ond manager of this incongruous and
contradictory siote of affcirs, because either of these
future siates cre brought about by the kind of life that
had been lived Auring the short spom of existence on
earth called life, by the individuals affected. Yet their
fate ig for eternity.
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As opposed to-all of the above we find the Scrip-
tures feaching that God ig the Father of the race. That
He has made man in His own imoge. That he loves
His fallen and weak human creation io the point that
he makes the greatest giff imaginable to this creation
in his own Son. “For God so LOVED the world that he
gave His onlly begotten Son that whosoever believeth
in him might not perish, but might have everlasting
lite.” John 3:16. Then we cre also told, that Jesus was
a “lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”

These thoughts should couse us to turmn our atien-
tion to the mission of Christ and its purpose and scope.
In the first place the above described theories do NOT
icke into consideration the question of the resurrection
from the dead at oll, or i it does, it merely means o
change in the physical nature of those affected. It
does not igke into consideration the fact of the Scrip-
tural teaching that the soul of mon is conscious be-
tween death and the resurrection, and that state of
consciousness may have « very vital bearing upen the
sternal siate of the individuals affected, and finally it
does not iake into consideration the Biblical state-
ments, which have no logical opposite, namely the
sphere of aclivity for the resurrected beings who once
inhabited this earth. In short, a resurrected physical
body in hell is quite a different matter from the soul of
maon in an unresurrected state. One could be sub-
ject to literal fire that could burn while the other ab-
solutely could not, yet the Bible plainly teaches the
resurrection of both the rightecus ond the wicked.
Likewise the unwesurrected soul of man in heaven
would be quite a different thing from o man aiter o
physical resurrection had ioken place. So this post-
cal picture of “white robe,” "harp,” “wings” ond
“goldn stair,” (I they are assigned immediaiely ot
death), could never be anvthing but ethereal, or spir-
itual, or in short, a poetical, fomtastic myih.

What then does the Bible teach with relerence to
the condition mankind enters into ot death, and does
that mean o final and eternal condition?

The Bible plainly teaches thal man is o dual creo-
ture, possessed with a physical body and an immorial
soul, that at death, there is o separation, and the body
goes back o mother earth and the spirit (soul) returns
to the God who gave it, and that then there is a partial
judgment. If the individual has been rightecus, his
soul is consigned to o place of rest and peace called
Paradise. Or, if on the other hand the individual has
been wicked his spirit {soul) is consigned to a place of
punishment and correction called Hell, and in both
conditions these souls are conscious, otherwise there
would be litile difference which place they went fo, i
they knew nothing about it. Alsc the Bible teaches
that instruction is going on in both places.

~ But first we will notice what the Bible says about
the consciousness of the soul in either place. We have
the story sometimes called o parable, icld by the
Christ, and found in Luke 16:19-31. This is the story
of the rich mon, and the poor man named Lazrus.  As
to this story being o parable, gll we can say is that
Jesus mokes the unqualified statement, "THERE WAS
A CERTAIN RICH MAN,” and “THERE WAS A CER-

TAIN BEGGAR, ETC.,” . At anv tate they both died
and in death their souls were not only conscious, but
were conscious of their condition, and #t was having
a very decided effect upon them, especially the rich
mem in hell  He even partock of o missionary spirit
and wanted missioncry work done among his breth-
ren who were still on earth.

Then in 1 Peter we learn about Christ going and
precching to the spirits in prison, (HellB. C. F) 1
Peter 3:18-21. These two are so explicit that we will
not consume further space with it. But, that oll man-
kind MUST eventually stond equal in understonding
of God and so be left without excuse, we learn from
1 Peter 4:6, that the gospel is preached to the dead;
that they may be judged according to men in the flesh,
or in other words ALL moankind will be placed under
the futorship of Christ and thus stand equal so far as
understanding of the mission of Christ is concerned,
before their judgment can become final. The message
of the angel's announcing the birth of Christ asserted
that the coming of the Savior was o message of joy 1o
ALL people, so in order for that to be so, "ALL PEC-
PLE," whether in lile or in the spirit world, must some-
fime come in contact with that message, ond come
forth in the resurrection either of the rightecus or the
wicked, before the judgment can sit. The Z0th chap-
ter of Revelation makes this very plain.

So much for that phase of the matter. The next
thing 18, What ond where is to be the abode of hu-
manity, AFTER the resurrection? Nothing anywhere
can be found in the Bible about resurrected man go-
ing off, "beydnd the bounds of time and space,” and
there with wings ond harp, idle away the eons of
eternity. sitting on o golden stair. Bui, we do find «
redeemd earth becutifully pictured with «ll of the
netural activities of physical life going forward under
the benign monagement of the kind Creator of the Uni-
verse. [t will be a place where mon will “build houses
cnd inhabit them.” I will be o place where "the
lamb ond the lion will lie down together.” It will be a
place where "man shall plant vineyards and eat the
fruit thereof.” It will be « place where there shall
“nothing hurt nor destroy in all mvy holy mouniain
saith the Lord, for the earth will be full of the glory of
God as the waters covers the sea.” Revelation 21,
cnd Iscich 11:4-9 and Isaich 65:17-25. This beauiiful
picture is the Bible provision for maon's future exist
cmee and according to the teachings of the Seriptures
all the way through it is indicated thot mankind will
have this beculiful scene of activity allotted fo him ac
cording to his works while here in this life as the scere
of his earthly probation.

How much more becutiful and Gedly this sounds
when compared with the drear and cruel inventions of
man ae outlined ot the beginning of this article. This
shows o kind loving Father at work in the interest of
his own creation. Certainly, if He loved the world,
sin cursed though it may be, to the extent that he gave
Hig only begotten Son for the one and-express purpose
of bringing obout this blissful condition, certainly that
love would extend bevond the grave, and not just up
io the hour of death and then turn to hate of the most
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frightful kind. Who can love and obey the fiendish
monster that has been held up to us as a vengeful
tyrant who had created, then threw templation in our
way, to trap us, and then because we were trapped,
turn us over to the devil to stew and fry in an eternal
lake of fire? How much more becutiful and in keep-
ing with the nature of o loving Father, is the beautiful
story of the Bible about man's future destiny and God's
eternal waichcare over him.

B. C. FLINT.
JRUT—— O ..............

ABOUT BROTHER JOHN G. JENKINS

Because of the fact that some are trying to make
capital out of the fact of Brother Jenkins' refurn 1o the
Reorganized Church, and without knowing scme of the
things that may have been the inducement for his act
in doing so, we fesl that it might be illuminating to oll,
for us to publish one of his late letters to us, which
might throw considerable light on the subject, and
quiet the minds of those who have become disturbed
over the matter. Much of this letter is of o personal
chearacter, and we will omit those parts which would
be of no interest to the membership in general.—B. C.
Flint.

10 Hoel, Pentwyn, Tynybryn, Tonyrefail, Glam.
To Apostle Flint:

Dear Brother and Sister Flint. Yours came safely
o hand with the greatest of thanks. [ wish to say in
reply to your good letter that we have no rights 1o be
contrary to one another in the gospel work. We
should always work in harmony in the gospel of
Christ. 1 wish now to state my position with regord to
Bigshops. 1 do honestly believe in one General Bishop
ot the headquarters to have the central fund and all
other bishops to work in harmony with the general
Bishop. We are now dividing the church monies
into fragments. Let the church have o full report in the
Advocate as o how the money is spent. We need
money for printing fracts, and hymn bocks and for
missionaries to be puf in the field. We want 1o build
the temple and also redeem Zion. . . . Thanke Stister
Flint for your kind letter, and for your frankness. I
have been very busy in church work the last few
weeks, 1 have been to Abercwmboi, and Skewen,
Pontypridd ,and Ystrad. The church is divine and I
must be about my Fother's business. The more [ do,
the more I woent to do. 1 am proud of the church. 1
am glad to see your letters in the Advocate. [ am
reading them with great joy. . . .

The Reorganized church is trying hard for me to
rejoin them. The Apostle Ockman and the President
of the district have been with me. Have you seen the
forty-ninth messoge by Draves? That message is
calling myself and o few others to work as elders in
that church, but I am still remaining in the Church of
Christ on the Temple Lot. They are working hard on
both sides for me to join up with them. [ shall remain
fgithful in the Church of Christ on the Temple Lot
You said in vour letter that you should like to be with
us in our hour of need. I sure wish vou were here.

I hope this will clear up all misunderstandings that
may have been between us in the church and we shall
always remain foithful to one another. (We had dif
fered on the matter of Bishops.—RB. €. F.)

Rrother Sam is very faithful in the church. (Samuel
Beacham, B C. F) 1 wish to thank you also BSister
Flint for the frankness yvou wrote your lefter and gave
us the truth. We oll hope you will have a good Christ-
mas and « Hoppy New Year. We dll {eel sorry for the
condition of vour dear son-indaw and we shall always
remember him in our prayers. May the Lord restore
him in the near future. 1 should like for you to con-
vey my greatest thanks to Sister Skinner for her kind
letter. 1 hope vou will have a real good conference.
T wish I could be there with vyou. 1 should like if it
was possible for me to have a real shake of the hands
with you both again. 1 should like for you, if it is pos-
sible 1o give me a brief report of the conference within
o week of the time of its holding. You can make this
staternent that John Jenkins intends to help fight the
battles of the Church of Christ with my brethren and
also work in harmony with every enactment of the con-
ference in the future. Also we, in this couniry regret
from the depihs of our hearts the bringing up again the
guestion of working harmony with the other groups
I think it is out of harmony with everything.

Sigter Jenkins desires io be remembered 1o you

both. I may send « brief report to the conference
through yvou. [ may also have « letter from you before
then. Thanks kindly for vour good letter. May the

Lord bless you in your efforts to the truth of the gospel
of Christ.

Your ever loving brother,
{Signed) JOHN JENKINS.

Note:—The above is « scample of the type and
spirit of the letters we received from Brother Jenkins,
up 1o the time we rteceived the following typed note,
{evidently written for him, since the verbitage is not
that of Brother Jenkins) but it was signed by Brother
Jenking, so is doubtless his desires in the matter—B. C.
Flint.

10 Heol Pentwyn, Tynvbryn, Tonyrefail,
S. Wales, England, Oclober 23, 1944
Mr. B. C. Flint,
209 S. Crysler, Independence, Missouri, U. 5. A.
Dear Sir:

After due consideration, in relation to the position
of the Temple Lot Church of Christ, which it has to the
Revelations given to the church by Joseph Smith the
Seer, that the Church of Christ which vou represent, is
out of harmony with the word of the Lord as revecled
therein, ond | request that yvou take my name from the
record of said Church, because | have returned again
o the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints.

And do not send me cmy more of the Advocates,
because | have no desire to be concerned with them.

(Signed) JOHN JENKINS.
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NOTICE OF REUNION

The 1945 annual reunion of the Northern Missions
of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot} will be held of
Bemidji, Minnesota, from July 18 io 22 inclusive.
Preparations are being made to furnish food and shelter
for those who come. Those who desire to join with us
in seeking our Heavenly Master for spiritual sirength
and guidance are cordially invited. Please notify one
of the members of the committes, R. F. D. 1, Bemidji
Minnesota.

Signed,

Mrs. B. A, Winegar,
Mrs, B. N, Wentworth,
Mrs. Denver Gibbons.
Mrel. A. Gould,

Commitiee.
JE——C W — ’

INDEPENDENCE NEWS

Today we can really appreciate the beautiful sun-
shine after many dovs of cloudy, rainy weather, We
have hod o very cold, wet spring here in Independ-
ence, which has coused the growth of the gardens
and field crops to be very slow. A great deal of work
on the forms, that should have been done weeks ago,
has not yet been started, but o few warm, sunny days
and everything will look different.

Easter, Mother's Day ond Children’s Day have
come and gone since last we wrote, Each were cp-
proprictely observed. Easter, with Sacrament service
in the morning and o program of readings and songs
iollowed by o sermonetie in the evening. A program
was given on both Mother's Day and Children’s Day
which was enjoved by all present.

Besides our pastor, Brother W. F. Anderson, and
others of the local priesthood, Brethren C. L. Whecton,
B. C. Flint, Maynard Case, Arthur Yaies, LeRov
Wheaton, Elmer Hunter, who have given us a great
dedal of good counsel and much food for thought, Bro.
Fred Delong of Lamoni, lowd, has been here and
preached for us. Bro. Garland E. Tickemvyer, pastor
of the Stone Church, spoke for us one evening, Also
Bro. W. L. Caldwell, another elder from the Reorgan-
ized Church of Jesus Christ. It does not seem to make
much difference who the speaker may be, the thought
is always the same—the nearness of the coming of
Christ.  The great amount of work that must be done
before his coming—personal righteousness. We, sach
and every one of us, must get curselves ready for that
coming if we wish 1o enter in and dwell with Him.

Brother and Sister B. C. Flint have gone out on «
missionary journey; they have been gone several
weeks. We miss them in our church services, but
maony of you saints will enjoy their coming among vou.

Brother K. ]. Smith with his two children, Alexan-
der and June, have gone down io his father's (Brother
Arthur Smith) at Ava, Missouri, to spend the summer.
We hope the trip will not only be an enjoyable one,
but will be beneficial to Brother Kenneth's health as
well.

Two young men, Brethren Albert Cooper and Ernie
Premo, who had spent the winter in Florida, stopped
here on their woy home this spring, and spent several

F

days with friends. They not only gave us two very .
good talks in the evening, but gave of their talenis of
music as well. Brother Emie singing for us in the
morning and again at the evening services with Bro-
ther Cooper accompanying him on the picno. These
voung men will not only be remembered here for the
services they rendered in the church on Sunday, but
for the work they did during the wesk, for they took
reke, scythe, and mower and trimmed the lawn.

I wish each of you might drop in on our Fridey
night Study Class, for it is very interesting and 1 am
sure you lco, would enjoy it. We are studying the
origin of the Church of Christ. We have just finished
the life of Joseph Smith, up to the Hime of the transla-
tfion of the Book of Mormon,

Those of you who have visited here in the post
will miss the old pipe orgon when vou come again.
The organ has been sold and moved cut. We hope, as
soon ag the war is over, to be able io have cnother
recily good musical instrument in its place. One that
will add io the enjoyment of the church services for
ol those who come to worship in the little white church
on the Temple Lot

ORA BUTTERWORTH DERRY.
._O»m
IIGO YE‘I
Hear yvour commission, O Church of the Master!
Friends and disciples of Jesus, take heed.

How are you doing the work of the Father?
How are you caring for hunger and need?

Useless to stay in vour doorway, cnd beckon—
Those who need you will never come in;

Fighting the devil with art and with culture,
How he must laugh ot his stronghold of sin!

Go—io the sheep that are scattered and fainting:;
Having no shepherd, and tell them io come:

Go—to the highways, and tell every creature
Still the feast waiteth, amd vet there is room.

Go—the Hime shortens, the night is approaching—
Harvests are whit'ning and reapers are few;
Somewhere, perhaps, in the darkness are dving
Souls that might enter the Kingdom with vou.

Go—ior the foe goeth, tireless, cunning,
God and soul he is holding in fee.

Go—lift his gauge in the might of the Stronger,
And in that Power declare the slaves freel

Go—our Lord goeth o man’s petty judgment,
Bearing His cross in midst of His foes;

Let us go forth to Him, mocked and derided,
Bear His reproaches, and share in His woes.

Go-—Church of Christ, for He goeth before vou,
And all the way that ve take He doth know.
On the bright morrow He'll say,
“"Come ye blessed,”
But i1l the dawning the message is, "Gol”

—Annie Johnson Flint,
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B The Sandard Bearers

STORIES OF THE RESTORATION
In Missouri, Perseculion Begins

We have told you about the understanding that
was had among the members of the church in the early
days, that the land of Missouri was to be the place for
Zion and the gathering of the saints, and the building
of the Lord's Temple for the House of Josepn.

We have also told about the attitude that was held
by the Missourians toward the claims of the saints, and
their belief that God was an unchangeable God and
that the spiritual gifts mentioned in the New Testa-
ment were for folks today as a result of the old Jerusa-
lem gospel hoving been restored bock io the earth.
The Missourians regarded these claims as blasphem-
ous, and began to agitate the citizens against the idea
of the saints settling in their midst, and articles were
published in their popers particularly the Western
Monitor, so inflamaiory that mob viclence begon to
rear its ugly head, and the saints were accused of
every crime, that was known to man, and when on
actual crime was committed it was the rule to lay the
blame for it upon the saints.

We have now twice published in this depariment
an extract from the Western Monitor, which showed the
manner of attack., We will now tell the story of the
immedicate results that followed this inflamatory pub-
lication. It is as follows: A meeting was called and
a commitiee appointed, among whom was Jones

H. Flournoy, at that time Postmaster in Independence, .

and other leading citizens. This commitiee presented
an ulimatum to the saints io leave the counitry ot
once, or take the consequences. In turn the saints
appointed a commitiee fo seek a peaceable seitlement
of the difficulty, and we will herewith give the sub-
stance of their petition. We quote from volume 1
pages 316, and 317 of the Reorganized Church History.

"On Saturday, the 20th of July last, (1833) accord-
ing to the foregoing document, there assembled sud-
denly in the town of Independence at the courthouse
between four and five hundred persons who sent Rob-
ert Johnson, James Campbell, Moses Wilson, Joel I\
Childs, Richard Bristoe, Abner F. Staples, Gan Johnson,
Lewis Franklin, Russell Hicks, S. D. Lucas, Thomas
Wilson, James M. Hunter, emd Richord Simpson, io
some of your petitioners; namely, Edward Partridge, A.
S. Gilbert, John Corrill, Isaac Morley, John Whitmer,
and W. W. Phelps, and demanded that we should im-
mediately stop the publication of the Evening and
Morning Star, and close printing in Jackson County,
and that we as elders of said church should agree to
remove out of the county forthwith. We asked for three
months, for considergtion. They would not grant it
We asked for ten days. They would not grant it but
said thad fifteen minutes was the longest, and refused
to hear cny reasons. Of course the conversation
broke up.

“The four or five hundred persons as o mob, then
proceeded to demolish or raze to the ground the print-

ing office and the dwelling house of W. W. Phelps &
Co. Mrs. Phelps, with a sick infant child and the rest
of her children, together with the furniture in the house,
were thrown out doors, the press was broken, the type
pied, the book work, furniture, apporatus, property,
sic., of the office were principally destroyed and the
office thrown down, whereby seven hands were thrown
out of employment and three families left destitute of
the means of subsistence.

"The loss of the whole office, including the stop-
page of the Evening and Morning Star, a monthly
paper, and the Upper Missouri Advertizer, o weekly
paper, was about six thousand dollars, without the
domages, which must result in consequence of their
suspension.

"The mob then proceeded to demolish the store-
house and destroy the goods of Gilbert, Whitney &
Company, but Mr. Gilbert assuring them that the goods
should be packed by the 23rd inst., they then stopped
the destruction of the property and proceeded to do per-
sonal viclence. They took Edweard Pariridge, the
Bishop of the Church, from his dwelling house by force,
and o Mr. Allen, and stripped them of their coals, vests
and hats, or caused them to do it themselves, tarred-
cmd fecthered them in- the presence ol the mob be-
iore the courthouse. They caught other members of
the church o serve them in the same manner, but they
made their escape. With horrid yells and the most
blasphemous epithets, they sought for other leading
elders, but found them not. It being late, they ad
journed till the 23rd inst.

“On the 23rd inst., early in the day, the mob again
assembled to the number of about five hundred, maony
of them armed with rifles, dirks, pistols, clubs and
whips; one or two companies riding into town bearing
the red flag, raising again the horrid vell. They pro-
ceeded to iake some of the leading elders by force, de-
claring it to be the intention o whip them from fifty fo
five hundred lashes apiece, to demolish their dwelling
housss, and let their negroes looge to go through our
plontations and lay open our fields for the destruction
of our crops: whereupon John Corrill, John Whitmer, W.
W. Phelps, A. S. Gilbert, Edward Partridge and Isaac
Morley, made no resistonce, but offered themselves a
ransom for the church, willing 1o be scourged or die,
if that would appease their anger toward the church;
but being assured by the mob that every man, woman
and child would be whipped or scourged until they
were driven out of the county, or they or the Mormons
must die.”

This horrible experience was very evidently
brought upon the saints because of their faith and their
unwillingness to cease teaching the principles of the
gospel. True, it was alleged, as has dalready been
mentioned in these stories, and admitted, that there
were doubtless some unwise moves and claims made
by the saints, and that some, through zeal and an un-
complete undersianding of the true purpose of the res-
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toration, was present.  But nothing has ever been pre-
sented that would excise the brutal savagery of the old
time Missouri mobs.

After the events above mentioned, and the mob
had appointed a new committee, more blood thirsty, i
possible, than the first, called upon the saints to leave
the county forthwith, and there was a memorcndum
drawn up between the parties, that was on ultimatum
under the following style: "Memorandum of agreement
betwsen the undersioned of the Mormon socisety, in
Jackson County, Missouri, and a committee appointed
by a public meeting of the citizens of said county,
made the 23rd day of July, 1833, It is understood that
the undersigned members of the society do give their
solemn pledge each for himself, as follows: to-wili—
Then follows the very un-American requirement that
the leading elders remove their families all out of the
county by the first of the following January. That oll
other members of the church MUST be removed out of
the county not later than the following April, and that
if any other members of the church were on their way
to Missourt, that they were to be contacted and ad-
vised not to come oany further. Furthermore, «oll
privileges of publicity by press or otherwise was for-
bidden, and even if cny iried io get redress for their
wrongs by process of law, or for the recovery of their
property, death was lioble to be their penalty. The
list of property destroyed was colossal, but never was
it redressed.

From Jackson County, the sainis sought asylum in
Veon Buren County, and for a very brief time were un-
molested, but later because of the widespread propa-
ganda against the saints, it was only a short time till
the same kind of persecution began to rage there. The
scints were accused with all kinds of crimes the pur-
pose beingto inflame the minds of the citizens against
the Marmons as the Missourions called them. From
there the saints addressed o petition to the governor of
the state, Domiel Dunklin, an extract from which reads
as follows: "Our situation is o critical one; we are lo-
cated upon the western limits of the State, and the
United Sicies—where desperados can commit out
rages, and even murder, and escops, in a few minutes,
beyond the reach of process; where the most abon-
doned of all classes from almost every Stale may too
often pass to the Mexican states, or the most remote
regions of the Rocky Mouniains to escape the grasp of
sustice; where numerous tribes of Indions, located by
the general government amid corrupting influence of
midday mobs; might massacre our defenseless women
cand children with impunity.

“Influenced by the precepis of our beloved Savior, ,

when we have been smitten on the one cheek we have
turnd the other also; when we have been sued at law
cmd our coat been taken we have given them our cloak
also; when they have compelled us to go with them «
mile we have gone with them twain. We have bormne
the above outrages without murmuring, but we can-
not patiently bear them cny longer; according to the
laws of God and man we have borne enough. Believ-
ing, with oll honorable men, that whenever that fatal
hour shall arrive that the poorest citizen’s person, prop-
erty, or rights and privileges, shall be trampled upon

by o lawless mob with impunity, that moment o -dag-
ger is plunged into the heart of the Constitution; and
the Union must fremble! Assuring ourselves that no
republican will sufier the liberty of the press, the free-
dom of spsech, and the liberty of conscience, to be si-
lenced by a mob, without raising o helping hand, to
save his country from disgrace, we solicit assistance 1o
obtain cur rights, holding ourselves amenable o the
laws of our couniry whenever we transgress them.

"Knowing as we do that the threats of mobs, in
most cases have been pul into execution; and knowing
also, that every officer, civil and military, with a very
few exceptions, has pledged his life and honor to force
us from the county, dead or dlive; and believing that
civil process cannot be served without the aid of the
Executive; and not wishing 1o have the blood of our de-
fenseless women and children to siain the land which
hos once been stained by the blood of our fathers io
purchase our liberty;—we appeal to the Governor for
aid; asking him by express prociamation or otherwise
to raise a sufficient number of troops, who, with us,
may be empowered to defend our rights, that we may
sue for damages in the loss of property—for abuse, for
defamation, as o ourselves, and.if advisable to try for
freason against the government; that the law of the
land may not be defied nor nullified, but peace ke re-
stored to our country. And we will ever pray.”

To this patriotic and intelligent exposition of thew
persecutions, the Governor returned o very weak and
vascillating reply. It was very clear that he did not
credit the seriousness of the persecutions nor the
causes for them, nor the common prejudice of the Mis-
sourians against the religion of the saints. He called
their attention to the fact that he was satisfied that an
appeal to the law, by ordinary process would give all
of the redress desired. In short he plaved the part of
the astute politicicn who felt his dependence upon the
votes of the people for his continuing in office.

He gave them o very fine lecture on the rights and
privileges of citizens in general, and assures them that
he sees no need for executive inlervention, but advises
that since this is o "Government of laws, etc.” there
could be no possibility of o miscarriage of justice if
they would just place themselves, their loved ones
and their property, under the protection of the local
officers empowered 1o keep the peace and redress
wrong.

This seems now, a very weak assurance in the face
of the very wrongs they were colling to his attention,
with the further fact that THEY HAD exhausted all of
their resources in that direction, and HAD suffered
decth and the loss of property, because the officers
charged with executing the law ond protecting citizens
had placed themselves in league with the mob, and
the petitioners called the aftention of the Governor o
this foct.

In presenting these historical stories of the restora-
ion to our voung readers we feel that much prefit con
be obiained by o close study of the scholarly language,
and masterly wdy in which the early sainis were oble
to present their case, and the becutiful spirit that

{Continued on Page 112)
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We solicit articles for this department written in an affirmative moanner.

An affirmative article is

one in which a premise is established, and evidences presented to support that premise. In all controv-
ersial articles, contributors will be required to observe the rules of decorum established by parliamentary
rules governing deliberative assemblies.

IS THERE A CONTRADICTION?—NGO. 3
By Iscac M. Smith

“They that Never Knew Me”

In the eleventh chapter of Mosich we lecrn that
the young generation who grew up after the death of
King Benjamin, would not obey the gospel (v. 81); but
they remained in their carnal state (v, 85), and finally
caused dissensions in the church (v. 86), cousing the
church members to commit many sins (v. 87). The
church authorities did not know what to do with the
tramsgressors in the church, and so Alma carried the
matter before the Lord, and asked for light. The voice
of the Lord came unto him and, among other things,
said:

"And beccuse thou hast inguired of me concern-
ing the transgressor, thou art blessed.” Mosiah 11:
101,

Alma was asking “concerning the tronsgressor,”
cnd not those outside the church; hen answer
he gets from the Lord would be supposed io reler to the
iremsgressor, especially as the Lord promised fo bless
him for asking concerning them. And in this answer
to Alma's prayer, the Lord said (v. 105), "It is 1 that
granteth unto him that believeth unto the end, a place
at my right hand’’; and this leaves the impression that
some, the fromsaressors of whom Alma wos inguiring,
would believe (or had believed) but not unto the end.
In the next verse the Lord says:

;
oy
o ine

"For behold, in my name are they called; and if
they know me, they shall come forth, and shall hove o
place eternally ot my right hand.” Mosiah 11:106.

Those who believe “unio the end”’ are the ones
who will know him ot the last day, when the Lord calls
them. But those who failed to bélieve unto the end”
will not know him; and of them the Lord says:

"And it shall come to pass that whs
frump shall sound, then shall they that never knew
me come forth, and shall stand before me; @
shall they know that [ am the Lord their God, that Tam
fheir Redeemer; but they would not be redeemed. And
then will I confess unto them, that I never knew them;
and they shall depart into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his ongels.” Mosiah 11:107, 108,

on

And the first part of the next verse would seem 1o
convey the idea that he was speaking of those outside
the church, were it not for the verses following. He
says!

"Therefore I say unto vou, that he thot will not
hear my voice, the same shall ye not receive into my
church, for him will I not receive at the last day.”” Verse

109.

It micht be thought that he would not speck of re-

knew me,”

ceiving people into the church if they had already be-
longed to it; but we should notice very carefully the
writer's momner of expressing himself before deciding
on his meaning. And in the same verse (v. 109) the
Lord tells Alma io judge the wronsgressor according 1o
his sins: and i he repents, to forgive him. But on the
other hand, he says that “whosoever will not repent of
his sins, the same shall not be numbered among my
people.-——V. 111. Does not "shall not be numbered
among my people’’ express the same thought, sub-
stontially, as shall "not receive into my church™?
And as the one does opply to the iransgressor in the
church, why not the other also? The writer further
says that Alma wrote down the words of the Lord, "thad
he might have them, and that he might judge the peo-
ple of that church cccording to the commondments of
Cod’ (v, 112): and thot he “judged those that had been
iaken in iniquity’” (v. 113), and that whososver repented
of his sins 'he did number among the people of the
church’”; but those who would not repent of their sins
"were not numbered among the people of the church,
cmd their names were blotted out.'—V. 114. - But why
should the Lord use such expressions as, 'the same
shall ve not receive into my church,” and "the same
shall not be numbered among my people,” in speak-
ing of transgressors who had already belonged to the
church?

& coreful examination of verses 85 and 86 will
help us to an understanding of this. Those who had
grown up and would not be baptized, "were o sepa-
rate people as to their faith, and remained 0", they
were not so numerous at first as the people of God; but
"heccmce of dissensions among the brethren, they be-
came more numerous.” V. 86. Those who dissented
from the church went over to the other porty; Alma
went ond asked the Lord what they should do with
those dissenters: and the Lord tells him, i they will re-
sent, to receive thern, and number them cnong the
people of the church; but if they “will not repent,”
“wrill not hear my veoice,” the scune shall ye not re-
ceive into my church,’ ond “the same shall not be
numbered among my psople.”

Coming now to the statement, “they that never
1 shall ask yvou to notice: first, that this is to
be ot the sounding of the second trump, or at the last
day; and second, there are only the two classes rep-
resented here: those who "know me,” and “they that
never knew me.” And o take the position that "they
thert never knew me’’ tefers 1o little children and those
who have never had salvation declared unto them,
and lo those "who have died not knowing the will of
Cod concerning them,” is to toke «a position which i
in direct opposition io the plain and positive teaching
of the book, in other places. And as the book teaches




July,-1945

Zion's Advocate

Page 105

that those who rebel against God and die in their sins,
after they have received a knowledge of the truth, are
1o be turned into that place of torment prepared for the
Devil and his ongels, [ am fullly convinced that the text
now under considerction will, when properly under-
stood, be found in beautiful harmony with that doc-
trine. And as o help to a proper understanding of this
text, I shall ask you to read another cne, expressing
similar thought, found in Almd’s teaching to the peo-
ple of Ammonihah. Tt reads as follows:

“1f we have hardened our hearts against the word,
insomuch that it has not been found in us, then will
our state be awful.” Alma 9:11.

This pecple had received greai light at one time,
as you will learn in Alma 7:21, 22, 23; and they knew
that these things were true (see Alma 9:29); and yet the
writer here conveys the idea that it would be possible
for that people, who had been visited by the Spirit of
the Lord, had “conversed with cngels,” and had been
spoken to by the voice of the Lord” (7:21), to harden
their hearts against the word until "it has not been
found in us’ And specking to the same people, he
says again:

"And he that will not hearden his heart, to him is
given the greater portion of the word, until it is given
unto him to know the mysteries of God, until they know
them in fully ond they that will harden their hearts, 1o
them is given the lesser portion of the word, until they
know nothing concerning his mysteries; and then they
are taken captive by the devil, and led by his will
down to destruction.” Alma 9:8. ,

Now when this people shall so harden their hearis
against the word of God that it has not been found in
us': continue to harden their hearts “until they know
nothing’ concerning the mysteries or the will of God;
when they do this, then is the time they are token cop-
tive by the Devil and led down to destruction. And on
the other hand, those who do not harden their hearts
will continue to grow in the knowledge of the imth,
until they know the mysteries of God in full, and ther
they will know God. And with that agrees the Lui-
lowing:

"Nevertheless, the day shall come when you shall
comprehend even God.” D. C. 85:1Z.

Fven his sainis, his aposiles, and prophets, are not
now able to comprehend God, only in part; and a very
litle part at that. Poul says “we ses through a glass
darkiy,“ "know in part’; but, if faithful, we shall finally

"know as we are known': know the mysteries of God
in full; “comprehend even God.” And then we shall
know him, in deed and in iruth.

But the man who has simply obeyed the gospel
and received the knowledge of the iruth, and then
turns back to his sins, has certainly not Compr@henaed
God. He has received o knowledge of the iruth,
knowledge of the will of God conceming him; hcz%
been made alive in Christ, received o knowledge of the
plon of redemption, and is now in « condition to act *c*
himself. But, if he still loves the ways of unrighteous-
ness, chooses to follow the Devil instead of Christ, ond
“remaineth and dieth in his sins,” there is no redemp-

bc said unto him ot the last
never comprehended
John savys:

tion for him; and it will
dary, "You never knew me'’; vou
me: cnd this would be true, ico.

T

e hgt 107\7\. L
1 Jno. 4:8.

}1@ may know the will of God concerning him; he

cnow that the gospel is frus; and, i he does, he
if he continues in the
icmh o the end: bui if he stops hi ors in the Divine
ﬁe cnd rebels agoinst the truth, as it has been re-

recded unto him, he will never know the mysteries of
God in full; hence he will never know God, in the
proper sense, neither has he known him. Alma gives
o very b{:c}du'u‘a iii‘ugimﬁon of this in Alma 16:140-160.
H@ tells the people that if they WiE plent the seed in

heir hearts, and it enlightens their minds and enlarges
their souls, thr:y oy know it is a goo d eed; but even
after they ha sted this light,” he says their knowl-
edge is not p@z‘feci, only in the fact that the seed is
good. They then know the truth, that the gospel is the
power of God unto salvation; and by continuing fo
reh this heavenly seed, it will finally bear heav-
fruit; enable th 10 know God. But il they neg-
hey ''con not have the fruit thereof”;
o comprehend God, that is, to prop-
it . the plan of re-

not, knoweth not God; for God is

love.”

mqy

s in a condition o know God,

they knew his la

orly know him., Bu
demption, and then knowing good and evil, il they re-

bel against God and choose that which is evil, it will

he said to them at the last day, "You never knew me.

And with this illustration of Alma agree the words of
1

John:

v And we know that the Son of God is come, and
heth given us on understanding, thot we may know
himn that is true.” 1 Tno. 5:20.

John says there are some t‘qmqs we know: "We
know that the Son of God is come”; ond we know that
he "hath gwen us on undﬁr"?(‘mdmg but this knowl-
edye seems 1o be o means 10 d CLI‘OH: end, and ihe
end dssirec i::, “that we may know him that is true.”
ihey had planted the gospel seed in their hearts, and

nad obtained o knowledge that the seed planted is
qood Cmf? I waulfi niot like 1o say that it had not borne
it in their lives, for it certainly had. But the
=t of od ‘%h,a CTHAT WE MAY KNOW
Apd now, if they should stop
ation ond rebel against Ged, it
as of those in the text now
. they 'never knew me.” The Son
of God had come, md had given them “on under%Kmd
ing,” that they 'moy know him”; but it is on y by being
feithful unto the end that they may know him fully.

ng wrong with Alma 11:107.
een the children of God had
dissented f;wfn ihe church, and had gone over 1o those
who were "o separaie people, os to their faith”; and
the cuestion now was: Do they belong to the church
or not?  Shall we receive those disse ]
gone over 1o the unbelievers, into the church? or shall
their names be Wotted out of our records? And the
cnswer iz to feceive them, ¥ they repent but if they
do not repeni and live faithful unto the end, they will
be cast off at the last day, because they never knew

Hence 1 see nothin
Many of those W?f nqci be
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me'’; and therefore, if they will not repent and hear the
words of the Lord, do not receive them into the church
nor number them among the people of the church.

The Unpardonable Sin

There is one sin that is absolutely unpardonable,
either in this world or in the world io come, and that
is the sin against the Holy Ghost; and Alma defined it
as follows:

“For behold, if ye deny the Holy Ghost when it
once has had place in you, and ye know that ye
deny it, this is « sin which is urpardonable.”  Alma
19:8.

Those who commit this sin cannot obtain forgive-
ness, because it is impossible "to renew them again
unto repenicnce:’” they “crucily fo themselves the Son
of God afresh,” when they do this, "and put him to an
open shame.” They count the blood of the covenant
wherewith they were sanctified an unholy thing, and
they do "despite unto the Spirit of grace,” and will not
repent of it; and as “there remaineth” no more sacri-
fice for sins,’ there is no pardon for them. Sherem
scrid:

"1 fear lest 1 have committed the unpardonable
sin, for [ have lied unto God: for 1 denied the Christ,
and said that 1 believed the Scriptures; and they ruly
testify of him.” Jacob 5:33.

Jacob had said unto him, just belore he made this
confession:

“What am 1, that I should tempt God to shew unto
thee a sign in the thing which thou knowest to be
true? Yet thou wilt deny it, because thou art of the
devil.” Verses 23, Z4.

He had denied the Christ, knowing that he was
telling a lie, and had, in so doing, lied unto God. And
he knew of the unpardonable sin: knew what it was;
and hence he said:

“And because 1 have thus lied unto God, 1 greatly
fean lest my case shall be awful: but I confess unto
God.! Verse 34.

Even those who sin against the Holy Ghost will all
confess before God that "his judgments are just,” and
that “he is merciful unto the children of men:" if they
do not in this world, they will in the world to come;
but it will be to their "everlasting shame.” See Alma
9:26.

And Alma also says that they shall be brought
before the tribunal of God,

"Heving o remembronce of all your quilt; vea, o
perfect remembrance of all your wickedness; vea, o
remembrance that ye have SET AT DEFIANCE the
commandments of God.”  Alma 3:34, 35

And this was true of the Nephites, some two hun-
dred and thirty vears after the coming of the Christ.
The writer says of those “who rejected the gospel:”

"And they did not dwindle in unbelief, but they
did willfully rebel against the gospel of Christ,” 4
Nephi, verse 4Z. :

And Mormon says of the same people, a few
vears later: )

“And 1 did endeavor to preach unto this psople,
but my mouth was shut, and 1 was forbidden that 1
should preach unto them; for behold they had willtully

rebelled against their God.”" Mor.'1:17.

And again:

“And 1 saw that the day of grace wos past for
them, both temporally and spiritually, for 1 saw thou-
sands of them hewn down in open rebellion against
their God."” Verse 40.

"For behold, the Spirit of the Lord hath already
ceased to strive with their fothers.” Mormon 2:45.

And in his letter o his son, Moroni, the some
writer says:

" And they are denying the Holy Ghost.” Moroni
8:33.

Nephi says, or the Lord said to him:

“After ye have repented of your sins, and wit
nessed unio the Father that ye are willing to keep my
commemdments, by the baptism of water, ond have
received the baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost, and
con speak with a new longue, yed, even with the
tongue of angels, and after this, should deny me, it
would have been betier for you, that ye had not known
me.”” 2 Nephi. 13:16.

“And thus we can plainly discern, that after a peo-
ple have been once enlightened by the Spirit of God,
ond heve had great knowledge of things pertaining to
righteousness, and then have fallen away into sin and
transgression, they become more hardened, cnd thus
their state becomes worse than though they had never
known these things.,” Alma 14:58.

End dlso this:

“For behold, after ve have been nourished by the
good word of God dll the day long, will ve bring forth
evil fruit, that ye must be hewn down and cast into the
fire? Know ve not that if ye will do these things, that
the power of redemption and the resurrection which is
in Christ, will bring you to stand with shame and awtul
guilt before the bar of God? And according to the
power of justice, for justice cannot be denied, ye must
go away into that lake of fire and brimstone, whose
flames are unguenchable, ond whose smoke ascendeth
up for ever and ever, which loke of fire and brimstone,
is endless torment.”” Jacob 4:11-15.

Those who have repented, and have received a
knowledge of the things of rightecusness; those who
heave been enlightened by the Spirit of God, and have
been nourished by the good word of God: these are
the ones whose state is worse than if they had never
known these things, if they shall foll away and deny
them; and these are the ones who are to go away into
that lake of fire and brimstone, which is endless tor-
ment. This is the cleor and positive teaching of the
Book of Mormon from beginning to end. But if we
ioke o text referring to this class of people being cast
into the lake of fire and brimstone, and apply it to those
who have never known these things, we place them
in just the same condition as those who have rebelled
against .God, after having known the truth; and as
the book so clearly teaches that there will be a great
difference between these two classes, and that it is
those who have once known the truth ond then re-
belled against it that are to be cast into the lake of
fire and brimstone, it would not be right to toke any
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text, which is the least bit obscure, and put an infer-
pretation on it that would make it conflict with those
that are so plain and pointed. We should consider, as
carefully as possible, the writer's manner of express-
ing himself; the class of people to whom he is speak-
ing, the light thrown upon the text by other writers, or
by the same writer at other times, before putting o
cast iron interpretation upon the language of any
writer or speaker. A man, specking to those who
know the iruth, will express himsell quite differently
from what he would in speaking io those who are not
in possession of that knowledge, even when specking
on the same subject; and vet there will be no conira-
diction, though there might SEEM io be to o man who
does not understand the situation. In specking io
those who know and understand the truth, he would
leave unexplained, or only partially explained, many
things that would require a very minute explanation,
if specking to the other class. All speckers do this,
ond the Nephite prophets should not be made an ex-
ception io the rule.

Endless Torment

The Book of Mormon clearly teaches that the lake
of fire and brimstone is endless torment, as is witnessed
by the following texts:

“For he delivereth his saints from that awiul mon-
ster the devil, and death, and hell, and that lake of
fire and brimstone, which is endless torment.” 2 Neph.
6:43.

“For the atonement satisfieth the demaonds of his
justice upon all those who have not his law given to
them, that they are delivered from that awiul monster,
death and hell, and the devil, and the lake of fire and
brimstone, which ig endless torment.” Verse 54.

“And decth, and hell, and the devil, and dll that
have been seized therewith, must stand before the
throne of God and be judged according to their works,
from whence they must go into the place prepared for
them, even a lake of fire and brimstone, which is end-
less torment.” 2 Nep. 12:28.

" And according to the power of justice, for justice
cannot be denied, ve must go away into that lake of
fire and brimsione, whose flames are unguenchable,
and whose smoke ascendeth up for ever and ever,
which loke of fire and brimstone, is endless torment.”
Jacob 4:15.

Jacob also says that the lake of fire cnd brimstone
is "the second death.” Jacob 2:65.

Now we have it clearly stated that this lake of fire
and brimstone ,io which the wicked are o be subjected
in the world to come, is that “endless torment,” so
often spoken of, and is the same as the "second
death’’; hence thers is a possibility of our leaming the
nature of that fire, for the Book of Mormon iells us just
what that forment is.

Nephi says of the wicked:

"Wherelfore, we shall have a perfect knowledge of
all our guilt, and cur uncleanness, and cur nakedness.”
Z Neph. 6:34.

And "Wo to the uncircumcised of heart: for o
knowledge of their iniquities shall smite them at the
last day.” Verse 67.

And he also exhorts them fo prepare for the day
of judgment,

"That ye may not shrink with awtul fear: that ye
may not remember vour awful guilt in perfeciness.”
Verses 91, 92.

Ancﬁ the words of King Benjamin are clearer even
than this. Specking of "'this people,” he savs:

"And if they be evil, they are consigned io on
awiul view of their own guilt ond abominations, which
doth cafise them to shrink from the presence of the
Lord, into o stote of misery ond endless iorment, from
whence they can no more return: therelore, they have
drunk damnation to their own souls.” Mos: 1-127.

- "And their torment is as a lake of fire and brim-
stone, whose flames cre unguenchable, and whose
smoke ascendeth up forever and ever.” Verse 128,

They care simply consigned to an awiul view, or a
perfect knowledge of their own sins and iniquities;
and this creates within them such misery and torment
that it is “as a lake of fire and brimstone,” and hence
it is often referred to as such. And the some specker
also says of those who come out in open rebellion
against God, and die in their sins, that “the demands
of divine justice doth awaken his immortal soul to a
lively sense of his own guilt, which doth cause him o
shrink from the presence of the Lord, and doth fill his
breast with guilt, and pain, and anguish, which is like
an unquenchable fire, whose flomes ascendeth up for-
ever and ever. Mos. 1:83, 84

Alma says that

“The Lord in mercy hath seen fit to snaich me out
of on everlasting burning.” Mos. 11:190.

Rut what was the nature of this "everlasting burn-
ing’'? Listen to Alma again:

"My soul was wrecked with eternal torment; but
1 am snatched, and my soul is pained no more.”
Verse 193.

It was that eternal torment: a guilty conscience.
The same that shall smite the wicked at the last day.

Specking of this same thing, in after years, he
says:

‘1T was struck with such great fear and amazement,
lest perhaps | should be destroyed, that 1 iell to the
earth, cnd did hear no more; but I was racked with
eternal torment, for my soul was harrowed up io the
greatest degree, and racked with all my sing.”  Alma
17:9, 10

He was racked with all his sins; but how?

"Yea, 1 did remember all my sins and iniquities,
for which 1 was tormented with the pains of hell”
Verse 10.

“And now for three days and three nighis I was
racked, even with the pains of a damned scul.” Verse
14,

And while in that condifion, suffering “eternal tor-
ment,” an “everlasting burning,” or "the paing of a
dermned soul,” he prayed: O Jesus, thou Son of God,

- have mercy on me, who art in the gall of bitterness,

cand art encireled about by the everlasting chaing of
decath.” Verse 16.

This makes it plain that “eternal torment,” "an
everlasting burning,” “the everlasting chains of hell,”
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or "'the pains of a damned soul,” is being "racked

with all my sins.”

And the experience of Zeezrom was the same. It
ig said of him: -

"And his soul began to be harrowed up under a
consciousness of his own guilt; vea, he began io be en-
circled about by the pains of hell.” Alma 10:41. (See
also verse 90.)

Mormon says of the sorrow of the damned:

“But behold, this my joy was vain, for their sor-
rowing was not unto repentance, because of the good-
ness of God, but it was rather the sorrowing of the
damned, becouse the Lord would not always suffer
them to take hoppiness in sin.” Mormon 1:37.

"And they did not come unto Jesus with broken
hearts and contrite spirits, but they did curse God,
and wish to die.” Verse 38.

They had willfully rebelled against God (v. 15, 39),
and it was impossible to “renew thém again unto re-
penidnce.”’

Please note the diffsrence between those who
have passed beyond the pales of redemption and those
who have not. Alma, when he was brought to an
awiul sense of his own wickedness and sins, after
suffering eternal torment for three days and nights,
was forgiven, because of his repentance. And Zeezrom,
calthough he was in rebellion against God, and con-
trary to his own knowledge too, had not committed the
unpardonable sin, nor had his day of probation {this
life) passed; and when he was brought to an awlul
view of his own guilt before God, he also was for-
given, oiter suffering "the pains of hell” in humble re-
pentance and bitter regrets.  But not so with the peo-
ple in the davs of Mormon: they suffered eternal tor-
ment, and sorrowed with “the sorrowing of the
damned’’; but in the midst of their misery, they would
Yeurse God, and wish to die” What can God do for
people of that kind? Their sorrowing is simply “be-
cause the Lord will not always suffer them to take hap-
piness in sin; and for this they did curse him and
wish to die, thus defving his power. And in the world
to come it will be the same as it is here, in one respect
at least: those who have rejected the gospel here, as
Alma had, will no doubt suffer the paing of hell, and
be racked with eternal torment, possibly till the last
resurrection; but they will be brought to repentance
cnd delivered through the power of the alonement;
while those who have willlully rebelled against God,
cnd died in their sins, will, under that same eternal
torment, curse God, defy his power, and of their own

- choice be cast out from the presence of God. And
Nephi says they became angels to the Devil:

“And they who are f{ilthy shall be filthy still;
wherelore, they who are f{ilthy cre the devil and his
angels; and they shall go away into everlasting fire
prepared for them; and their forment is as o lake of
fire ond brimstone, whose flames ascendeth up for-
ever cand ever, and has no end.” 2 Nephi 6:16.

The last death, we have learned, is to be like the
first; ond Nephi, speaking of what condition man
would have been in, had there been no resurrection,
5QYS:

"And our spirits must have become like unto him,
and we become devils, angels to a devil, to be shut out
from the presence of cur God, and to remain with the
father of lies, in misery, like unto himself.” 2 Nephi
8:10.

That would have been the condition of man had
there been no resurrection: 'cngels to a devil,” and,
being like him, Nephi says they would have become
devils.

And Alma, as already quoted, says:

“For behold, if ve have procrastinated the day of
your repentance, even until death, behold, ve have
become subjected to the spirit of the devil, ond he
doth secl vou his; therefore the Spirit of the Lord hath
withdrawn from vou, and hath no place in you, and
the devil hath all power over you; and this is the final
state of the wicked.” Alma 16:206.

hey will be “subjected to the spirit of the devil”
as in the first death (2 Nephi 8:9), and hence will be
“his angels.””  And the Devil and his ongels are the
ones who are to go away inio that everlasting fire
prepared for them; and they are the only ones who
are to sufer that eternal torment, ofter the last resur-
rectionn and the final judgment. And it sems to me that
their being banished "from the presence of God” is an
act of mercy, on the part of our heavenly Father.
Mormon says: ,

"Do ve suppose that ye could be happy to dwell
with that holy being, when vour souls are racked with
o consciousness of guilt that ve have ever abused his
laws?” Mormon 4:52.

And then he onswers as follows:

"Behold I say unto vou, that ye would be more
miserable to dwell with a holy and just God, under o
consciousness of your filthiness before him, thon ve
would to dwell with the damned souls in hell. For
behold, when ve shall be brought o see your noked-
ness before God, and also the glory of God, and the
holiness of Jesus Christ, it will kindle o flame of un-

uenchable fire upon you.” Verses 53 and 54.

Now ag this class of people would be "more mis-
erable”’ in heaven, with God and his angels, than
they would be in hell, with the Devil and his angels,
it is certainly an act of mercy fo cut them off from the
presence of God: it is an act of mercy towards them,
and an act of justice towards the righieous. Indeed,
g Benjomin says that when the wicked mon is
swakened g a lively sense of his own guilt,” it will
"ocouse him to shrink from the presence of the Lord”
(Mosich 1:51). They hate God, and hate evervthing
that is pure and holy; hence it would be additional
torture to them, and torture to all who would be brought
in contact with them, to keep them in heaven. Alma
SCVS:

“But he that knoweth good and evil, to him is given
according to his desires; whether he desireth good or
evil, life or death, joy or remorsge of conscience.” Alma
15:41,

And that he shall be raised to evil,

" According to his desires of evil; for as he has de-
sired to do evil all the day long, even so shall he have
his reward of evil, when the night cometh.” Alma
19:63.

)
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He knows good, and he knows evil; and, knowing
both, he is allowed fo take his choice. Hé "listeth io
obey that evil spirit,” and, in doing so, rebels against
God and becomes an angel of the Devil, Could God
make that man happy? No, for Alma says:

“Behold I say unto vou, wickedness never was
happiness. And now, my son, all men that are in o
state of nature, or [ would say, ina carnal state, are in
the gall of bitterness, and in the bonds of iniguity;
they are without God in the world, and they have gone
contrary to the nature of God; therefore they are in a
siate contrary to the nature of happiness.” Alma 19:
69, 70.

And Samuel the Lamanite said:

Yeaq, for yve have sought all the days of yvour lives
for that which ve could not obtain; and ve have sought
for hoppiness in doing iniquity, which thing is con-
frary to the nature of that rightecusness which is in our
great and Eternal Head.” Helaman 5:29.

While men are granted their choice, as to good or
evil, they are plainly told that wickedness is not hap-
piness; and that they can never find true happiness in
doing iniquity, for the one is contrary io the other. And

right along this line comes in the torment of the wicked;

for, as already seen, the "sorrowing of the damned”
was 'because the Lord would not always suffer them
to take happiness in sin” (Mormon 1:38). And, be-
cause ol this, “'they did curse God, and wish to die”
{v. 37).

Some men seem to think it cruel on the part of God,
to consign any man to endless torment. But what can
God do for them? He gives them "according to their
desires,”” and they choose that which is "contrary to
the nature of happiness.” Their sorrowing is because
the Lord will not allow them to toke happiness in sin;
cand, as they will not give up sin, they must continue
in misery. To take them into heaven would only
make them "more miserable” than to leave them in
outer darkness, where the society, though bad, will
be at least congenial.

Conclusion

Permit me to say, in conclusion, that I have iried,
in the investigation of this subject, 1o use the same
common sense rule of interprefation that we ask the
skeptic to use in dealing with the Bible. 1 have iried
to notice the writer's peculior manner of expressing
himself, the class of people to whom and of whom he
was speaking, and also the subject directly under
consideration. And as we learned to begin with, that
"nothing save it was exceeding harshness,” and “con-
timyally reminding them of death, and the duration of
eternity,” would "keep them from going down speedily
io destruction,” | have taken for granted that the proph»
els expressed themselves in as strong language as they
possibly could, to keep within the bounds of truth.
And vet 1 find nothing in their language, when prop-
erly interpreted, that is in conflict with the docirine of
the church on the final destiny of man. Most of those
texts, if not all, that speak of the wicked being sent
away into the lake of fire, at the last day, were spoken
1o people who had known the truth, and then departed
from the way of righteousness. And the servants of

7

God in speaking to that class of people, trying to bring
them back into the straight ond narrow way, would,
as already explained, use stronger language than they
would in speaking io those who had never known the
truth; and especially would this be the cose in refer
ring to future punishmeni and the final state of the
wicked. The "lake of fire and brimstone,” "endless
torment,” "eternal torment,” the "paing of hell, "ever-
lasting burning,”’ the "pains of o damned soul,” the
"everlasting chains of death,” and the sorrowing of
the damned,” its nature and its cause, are so clearly
explained and llustrated as 1o throw much light upon
the future punishment and misery of even the finally
impenitent. And I {ailed to find anvthing tcught in the
book ,even in the case of those sons of perdition, that
represents God in the light of o cruel or revengeful
being. Every writer and specker should be allowed
the privilege of defining the terms he uses; ond the

~writers and speakers, represented in the Book of Mor-

mon, have so cleurly defined the above terms, that
there can be no doubt as to their understonding of
them, and as to the sense in which they used them.

I hope that good may result from the investigation
of this subject, and thal error may be exposed, the
truth made maonifest, and God's name be glorified,

March 6, 1901,

B O ——

YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW
It is eusy to become needlessly fretted by many
things.
Yesterday.
We do not act wisely to bezome overly fretied over
incidents of the past, which we con not Chqpqe
"Hambone” Philosophy:
"Dat WORRYIN' man done, he nsver jes Run Into
Trouble,—He Bun It Down.”
Today.
People are fretted Today. over mony future prob-
lems, best left for Tomorrow.

For instance:—When will we reach the collective
Redemption of Zion?

Tomorrow

Shall we overlook some small duty of Today, while
we fret over the great achievements vet to be won in
the great march of yon distant Tomorrows?,

For example: When will the Church learn to live
the Law of the Brotherhood of Equality?

When will we become sufficiently united that we
can see eye to eye, and thereby enjoy the greater
Miracles promised?

All these are Great Issues. But there is one Top-
Most Matlter, more important to each one of us than all
else combined.

The Present Hour—TODAY!

Under ol circumstonces, what is the Will of God
that 1 shall do Today?

Let no disappointments in all our Yesterdays, nor
vet any overcpxiety for the on-coming march of our
vet unborn Tomorrows, becloud our individual vision
As o Whai God Bequires of Each, To-Day.

JAMES E. YATES,
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DO WE WANT PEACE, WITH VICTORY,
OR WAR FOR CONQUEST?

Three plain steps will give us Peace With Victory.

Failure to iake these Three Steps will perpetuaie
War for Conquest. As a Nation, we may toke our
choice.

The first step is Contrite Repentance of our sins.
i we are to be saved from destruction, this is impera-
tive.

The Second step: Bonafide Endorsement of Boun-
dary-Line justice, and the non-military interference for
control over forsign nations as stated in the Atlanfic
Charter. Adroit so-called “Security” inferences therein,
to be canceled out. '

Third step. Assure clil our enemies now at war,
that We mean jusi that ond that we will tolerate no
post war "Peace Agreements” which would offer ter-
ritorical, or other rewards for any cggressive wariare
seeking conguest {or exponsion.

Our enemy peoples are as anxious for the war to
end as we are.

When assured by this third siep, that we really

meon what the vaunted Atlantic Charter 8AYS, in if's -

surface expression upon this viial issue, then their sur-
render will be quickly made.

Thus the foundations for peace can be made.

In this call for our REPENTANCE let it be remerm-
bered that this is not the mere words of any mom, that
by such mecns only, can this nation be saved from
impending self-destruction in these terrible times.

Again: Do we who call ourselves “"Christion no-
tions,” hope lor the establishing of peace and for cesso-
tion of war, upon some other basis than that which the
Prince of Peace will approve?

If we desire peace with victory for the right only,
“that can be won, while God himselt approves.

Our enemies will quickly surrender in their wars
for injustice, when we shall hove first made our re-
pentant surrender to the requirements of God's justice.

This our surrender to Him, He now makes manda-
tory, or else we are {o continue to suffer the conse-
quences of our blindness and discbedience.

In our present national sorrows, we ore having o
foretaste of the alternative, for our disregard of the in-
flexible lows of justice ond of true righteousness. I
we continue in disobedience, we con bul conlinue 1o
suffer.

Time of the End Foretold
“Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of
the world.”—Isa. 62:11.
The Age of Arplanes :
"Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the
doves to their windows?" Isa. 60:8.
Destructions Decreed
“For the nation and kingdom that will not serve
thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly
wasted.” Isa. 60:12.
Numbered to the Sword
“"Thersfore will | number you to the sword, ond ve
shall bow down io the slaughter: Becouse when I
called, ve did not answer; when [ spake, ye did not

hear, but did evil befors mine eyes, and did choose
thet wherein 1 delighted not.'—Isa. 65:12.
Remember,—Three Steps Just and Right, to Divert
Our Impending Calamities.
1. Repent of our sins.
quires this of us.
2.Obedience to Divine Law against Aggression emd
Oppression!

3. Justice applied: not mere mouthings about War
to End War.”

Consequences Resultant from Three Steps Taken

Foundations laid for o Blessed Peace. For a Sacred
Liberty. For a Mighty Freedom. For o Rich Pros-
perity, such as will astonish the whole world.

All this to be put embryonic, before the final En-
during Peace for which the decrees of the Almighty
God hath provided, that we live, ond move, and have
our being.

For any goal less than that, provides our intelli-
gence with no reason whatever, for man's existanc
upon the earth.

To win the peace desired by the best people in
il netions, let us conform strictly to the inflexible laws
of eternal justice, cnd thus obtain o holy peace, and a
righieous victory.

It is God not man, who re-

JAMES A. YATES.

Los Angeles, California, Dec. 28, 1944,

(R o, SHN———
MICHIGAN NEWS
Flint

The Flint local has sold its basement church
and ore now holding their meetfings around in the
various homes. On April 7 we had an all-day mest
ing at Brother and Sister Glenn McNaughton's. Brother
and Sister R. Housh of Detroit were here for this

meeting,

The following Sunday there was an all-day meet
ingat Sond Lake, ot the home of Brother and Sister
Hanes.

Orn April 22 there was an all-day meeting in Keego
Herbor. There was a prayer meeting ond three ser-
mons. Brother Amos Surbrook, Brother W. Graves and
Brother V. Burnes, were the speakers.

We were all very happy to hear that Brother and

Sigter A. Smith of Otwasta Lake have a baby girl
Also that young Jack Surbrook of Wyondotte is rte-
covering from his wounds received in action.
O
MOTHER

When o fellow feels blue and disgusted, clear through
And into his head comes a notion,
Thet the world is & mess, and he figures, "'l guess,

That 1 might as well jump in the oceanl

When his eyes burn and smart, til the slow tear-drops
start

‘Neath his lashes, one after another,

When the sky’s dull and gray, and God seems far
away,—

That's the time when a chap needs a MOTHER.
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THE MISSING TALENT
Marion Denham Sprague

You say you have no ialent—that the Maker quite for-
got

To put in any gift for you? Oh, what a sorry lot!

Your speech is slow and halting, and you cannot sing
at all?

Your fingers vearn o paint a scene, but won't respond
to call?

Music holds vou spellbound; but the urge to recrecte
A tune upon an instrument is another “joke of Fate'?

Your literary efforts would have been both loud and
long,

But you have no gift for writing, and vyou just don't
know what's wrong?

You're troubled and unhappy, for you have no gift to
share?

How sadl My friend, sit here a bit, while 1 view your
case with care.

The Lord, our God Almighty, has o wisdom unsur-
passed,

And He meted out our forfune from the first unto the
last; «
And it wasn't just haphazard, anything-goes,” without
a plan;
He knew just what was needed for the good—and bad
—of Men. )
Lovely paintings, lofty speeches, fluent writings, verse
and prose,
Seem to be just freely given—ior the good of man, |
s'pose.
And the music and the singing of a truly gifted soul
Can quell the bad in anything—that is its oim and
goal.
The Lord knew what he was about, and vet | wonder
why
Some seem 1o have no gifts at all, and some a good
supply.

Upon this poor old earth is such o host of dreary
hearts;

Lonely, dull, pathetic; some are sick or maimed, with
SCars;

Seme are old and weighed with sorrow, some are filled
with doubt and care,

Yet rich with past experience that they'd like o way 1o
share.

All it tokes to make them happy, is a kind aitentive
ear.

People starve for just compassion and o sympathizing
tear.) :

Those folks need « listener, with on undersianding
mind.

It's a need that is as urgent as most cny you can find.

We don't like to hear the dull and tiresome ramblings
of a bore;

But, listening ig o talent—amd it's what our ears are for.

One who listens to o tale of woe with sympathy and
love,
Performs an act of charity, as sure ag God's abovs.

Zion's Advocals

.

Pooo il

"Feed the hungry, clothe the noked, give a cup to him
that does”;

And when vou meet unfortunates, don't neglect to
sympathize.

And the old folks-—may God bless them—Dbeing freaied
like g plague,

"Shushed” when there cre visitors, ‘couse their slory's
point is vagus,

Interest in their reminiscing may return o thousandiold:

We may have some one to listen o our tales when we
are old.

The dread of being bored to death—that is the deepest
fear.

We're not loath to lend them money; so why not, then,
lend an ear? - ‘

You really haven't anvy talent? Here's o talent that will
grow:

The gentle art of listening-—it's the greatest one 1 know.

.._.—_._._.O ______ —

Letters

The following beautiful letter from our aged Sister
Asenath Dew, of Chico, California, wos received some
fime ago, but it inodvertantly got lost among some
other papers and I just now found it, and feel that it
would be a loss to our readers not lo give it fo you
even if it is a little late. It was also belore our sister
received notice of there being no conference this year
as you will note—The Editor.

Chico, California, Feb. 1, 1945,
Dear Brother Flint:

As I thought T would write o few lines, I also de-
cided to send o subscription for the Advocate direct to
vou. I like the articles in the Advocate. 1 think the
Editorial in the January number is good. [ think you
are right that the sifting time is now at hand, ond it
stonds us all in hand to carefully inspect our lives ond
see if we are on the right side. May God help us to be
more wdatchful and prayverful in our lives. [ hope ond
pray that the conference may be the best yet and that
people may meet together in unity and love ond leave
all differences and coniroversies at home if they have
ony. God says we must be one or we are none of his,
and they ceriainly are not one with him when they are
not united so that all can work together.

S -

1 do not understond things just as the older mem-
bers do or should, but I fesl that there has been many
things left undone which should have been done long
before now. . . . Maybe I do not understand severy-
thing. [ am sure there are many things which I should
know that T do not know. . . . Well I did not intend to
write so much io toke up vour fime as I know that you
must be very busy, so I will close.

Sincerely vours in gospel bonds,
MRS, ASENATH DEW.
w-‘_mov—_—_—w

"Go give to the nesedy sweet charity’s bread,

For giving is living,” the angel said.
"And must I be giving again ond cgcin?”’
My peevish, petulomt cmswer ran.
“(Oh, no,” said the angel, piercing me through,
Tust give 11l the Master stops giving o you.”
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STORY OF THE RESUBRECTION
{Continued From Page 103)

breathes all the way through their pleas for redress.
Certainly the example of patience and fortitude in the
face of such terrible oculrages against their righis as
Americans, should thrill our hearts with pride at the
type of character that was produced by their accept
ance of and obedience to the principles of the docirine
of Christ.

We will continue this story of the saints in Mis-
souri.

B

OBITUARY
Mrs, Sally Ann Roberison

Sister Robertson, mother of Apostle B. R Robert-
son, of 1158 North 9th Strest West, Salt Lake City,
Utch, passed away «f the Salt Lake Hospital, May 9th,
1945, ot the ripe old age of 82 vears,
of death was the incidenials of old age. Her husband,
James Robertson, preceded her in death in 1910

She was born Ociober 8, 1862, in Nashville, Tenne-
see, o daughter of Williom and Mary Brown Cavin.
She had made Salt Lake City her home for the lust 26
VEOrs, '

She is survived by the following sons and dought-
ore: Edward Roberigon, Winnburg, Tennesses; Mrs.
Snodle Pierce, Apostle R, R. Robertson, ond Elbert
Robertson, Sali Lake City, Utah; Cloude Roberison,
Idaho; James M. Robertson, and Mrs, Mary Green, Ar-
kemsas: Mrs. Cora Colmen, Kennett, Missouri; Mrs. Ora
Brewer, Corning, Arkansas; Mrs. Gracie Minton, Clear-
field: 82 grandchildren ond 108 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were in Salt Lake City, and she
was laid to rest beside her husband in Marmaduke,
Arkemsas. Brother and Sister Bobertson accompanied
the remains there. They came by Independence, on
their way home and Brother Roberison preached ot the
Temple Lot Church Sunday evening, May 20, 1845,

7 B
THE GUARDIAN ANGEL
‘Do vou know the guardion angel
Walks beside vou every day?
Don't you sometimes ieel his presence
When vou almost go astray?
Don't vou hear a small voice whisper,
Come, oh, come away from sin,
Bear your cross and follow Jesus
Till the crown of life vou win.

If we could really see this angel
As he walks with us each day,
Would our daily lile be different,
Would we choose a betler way?
Would we try 1o walk more closely
To the path which He has trod,
Till we cross the silent river,
Enter info rest with God?

MIRIAM EMMETT.
{From the Evening and Morming Star, May, 1916.)

Immediate couse’

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO YOU

There's o swest old story translated for mom,
But writ in the long, long ago.

The gospel according to Mark, Luke and John—
Of Christ and his mission below.

Men read and admire the gospel of Christ,
With its love so uniailing and frue;

But what do they say, and what do they think,
Of the gospel according to you?

‘Tis o wondertul story, that gospel of love,
As it shines in the Christlife divine;

And oh’ that ifs truth might be told again
In the story of your life and mine.

Unsellishness mirrors in every scene;
Love blossoms on every sod;

And back from its vision the heart comes io iell
The wonderiul goodness of God.

You are writing each day a letter to men,
Take care that the writing is frue.

It is the only goscpel that some men will read—
That gospel according io you.
—Author unknown.

A NEW BIRTHDAY BRESPONSE
{Commit to Memory)
Ag our birthdays mark the measured time
Allotted here to each,
They may also mark the upward climb
Given of God to reach.

For life means more than merely vears:
The Edict from above;

All souls are free from fretted fears
When of God, we learn to love.
ILE Y.
OM—_..W—._W
DBEAMS
About the Hime of evening, when the clock is movin’

‘round

IWs time to crawl inio our beds, where dreams ond
things are found.

And then the white cloud castles, where all the dream
iolks roam

Will soon come right up close to vou, and they will be
vour home.

YVou'll be o king, and have a queen, and a crown all
made of gold

And the wisdom of the ages will belore you soon
uniold.

You'll have the wisdom of the wise, the purity of Saints

You'll ive a lile of fresdom without fear of worldly
fcrints.

You will be o monarch and vou will reign supreme.

Until a ray of sunlight, wipes away your dream.

WAYNE MUTH.
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