“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghoest.”—1 Nephi 3:187.
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Don't Whine

1 don't mind the man with a red-blooded kick
At a real or a fancied wrong;

I com stand for the c;hap with a grouch i he's quick
To drop it when joy comes along.

1 have praise for the fellow who says what he
thinks
Though his thoughts may not {it in with mine,
But spare me from having to mix with the ginks

Who go through the world with a whine.

1 am willing io listen 1o sinner or saint
Who's willing to fight for his rights,

And there's something sometimes in oan honest com-
plaint
That the soul of me really delights.

For kickers are useful and grouchers are wise,
For their purpose is frequently fine;

But spare me from having to mix with the guys
Who go through the world with « whine,
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Editorial

“THE SURE WORD OF PROPHECY"

“We have also a more sure word of prophecy,
whereunto ve do well that ve take heed, as unlo o
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,
emd the day star arise in your hearts: Knowing ihis
first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man; but holy men of God spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost” 2 Peter 1:19, 21.

“For, whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning, that we through patience
and comifort of the Scriptures might have hope.” Ro-
moms 15:4. :

These texts of scripture were doubtless the basis
for the outstanding statements made by various of the
reformers when they discussed the setting up of God's
kingdom cmew in these latter days, especially the dec-
laration of Sir Isaac Newton that, ' About the time of the
end, in all probability, a body of men will rise up, who
will turn their attention to the prophecies, and insist
upon their literal interpretation in the midst of much
clamor ond opposiion.” Totten's Our Race News
Leaflet, No. 90, pp. 325, 326.

For over a hundred years the elders of the restorae
tion have been fulfilling the above prediction of Six
Isaae Newion, and since it was because there wus @
“more sure’ word of prophecy, and not subject to "pri-
vate interpretation,”” there would be no division nor mis-
construction possible, if the interpretation was by the
gift and power of the Holy Ghost, because the thing that
produced the “sure word,” of prophecy was that "holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost," and further, since the restoration of latter days
would include o return of the same gift and power of
the Holy Ghost that produced prophecy, it would nat-
urally follow that there would be no occasion for “pri-
vate interpretation,” and the unity in interpretation of
prophecy that has followed the ministry of the restoro-
tion through the vears is ample proof that the restora-
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fion is a reality. True, in recent years we have wit
nessed o propensity even camong restoration ministerg
to ity to explain away some of the most fundamental
prophecies in relation to the work of resloration, on the

plea that such application of prophecy is not essential
io salvation. 1t is granted that individual salvation is

solely dependent upon obedience to the principles of =

the gospel that are designed to bring about that condi-
tion. For instance, | may hear and understand what is
necessary for me, as an individual, to do, in order o
be saved, and when | have complied with the require-
ments, my personal salvation is assured, whether there
is o church organization of the Church of Christ on
earth or not, or whether there be any living apostles on
sarth or not, if there hoppens 1o be one man on earth
who holds priesthood authority, to induct me inio the
kingdom of God, I should personally have no worries
about cnything else. But the restoration of the gospel
in these latter days was to be a 'restitution of ALL
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of ALL his
holy prophets since the world began.” {Emphasis mins.
B. (& F) So a group of definite fundomentals were
enunciated as being component parts of the great res-
toration of latter days, because that was to be in the
“tullness of times.” In other words, the angel's mes-
sage proposes the following: First, the return of the gos-
pel with all of its ordinances, that mon may obey and
be saved; Second, the establishment of the church of
Christ cnew with all of its component parts and officials
as established by Christ; Third, The maonifestation of
the spiritual gifts, in the church as evidence of its be-
ing divinely restored; Fourth, The renewal of contact
between God and man in the giving of present day
revelations, or a reopening of scriptures; Fifth, Angelic
minisirations; Sizth, The return of the scripturss of the
oncient Americans, in the Book of Mormon; Seventh,
The final restoration of the House of Israel; Eighth, The
Identifying of the American Continent as Joseph's land
as promised in Genesis 49:22-26, and Deuteronomy 33:
13-16; Ninth, The identifying of the line through which
the restoration was to be brought about, as being the
fulfillment of the promise God made to Ephriam, the
son of Joseph, that after his dispersion and becoming
lost among the nations (Gentiles) the record (stick) of
Joseph was 1o be found in the hand of Ephraim.

There may be even more fundamental truths than
those mentioned above that micht be presented, but the
above will serve our purpose in indicating what is in-
cluded in the restoration of the gospel in these latter
days. Al of the above were taught by the prophet
Joseph Smith and his associates, and have been suc-
cesstully mainiained by the elders down through the
years, to the present day, and it fruly has been "in the
rmidst of much clamor and opposition,” vet the passing
of time has broken down most of this opposition. And
NOW there are many others who are gssuming o
stand as interpreters of these same outstanding prophe-
cies, and whole organizations have been built up
around them, but the latter day restoration plonsered in
the tecching of the “more sure word of prophecy.”

What, then ,i§ our amazement and shock when we
hear some of the restoration ministry strike our colors,
and deny the need of still proclaiming these essentical
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details that marks our identity as being the restoration
we claim 1o be, especially now that so mony of these
things have been vindicated by the passing of time and
others are Hocking to our stondard.

Recently we heord a minister assert that he never
did believe that Ephraim was ouistandingly repre-
sented in the coming forth of the restoration movement.
His argument being that if that were true then there
never was o dispensation of the Gentiles, because this
would place Israel as being the only recipients of the
gospel of Christ. Hove we forgotten that Christ has
said, 1 am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house
of lsrael?’’ Matthew 15:24. Have we forgotten that
when God himself made o boundary line of nations it
is recorded as follows, "When the Most High divided
to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the
sons of Adam, {all mankind, B. C. F.) he set the bounds
of the people according to the number of the children
of Israel?” Deuteronomy 32:8. Joseph Smith claims
that both the Father and the Son appeared to him, yet
we are iold in the Book of Mormon by Christ himself
that, “and they understood meée not that the Gentiles
should not AT ANY TIME hear my voice.” Page 6472,
par. 22. {(Emphasis mine.—B. C. F.)

Of course, it is agreed that there was to be a dis-
pensaton of the Gentiles, but what is a Gentile?
THERE IS NO SUCH THING in existence as a specific
Gentile race. The word gentile means nations, or more
primarily o fomily, becouse it springs from the laiin
word “'gentes,” which means family, and since families
eventually became nations, the whole world are of the
family of Abraham who was io be the lather of the na-
tions. Hence, since this last hour dispensation was io
the fime when the gospel was o go o all nations as o
witness, it must of necessity be a "gentile dispensation.”
And since God's boundary line of nations was to be
based on the house or children of Israel, and since in
Jeremich 31:9 God says, "Ephraim is my first born,”
and Ephraim was to be scattered and lost among the
nations, (Gentiles), it is not only sirictly scriptural but
logical that it would be in the day -of Ephraim’s return
to the knowledge of men, and he, as God's firstborn,
should toke his rightful place. In proof of what we
have said about Gentiles not being a distinctive and
specilic people or race, note what Paul says to the
Ephesions, in the second chapter and verses 11 io 13,
"Wherefore remember, that ve being in TIME PAST
Gentiles in the flesh, who were called Uncircumcision
by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh
made by hands; that AT THAT TOME ve were without
Christ, being aliens from the commonweclth of Israel
and stremgers from the covenanis of promise, having
no hope, and without God in the world; but NOW, in
Christ Jesus ve who SOMETIME were ofar off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ.” Emphasis mine—B. C.
F) Now here were some people who WERE Gentiles
but NOW are something else, and what else are they?
Israelites, ihrouqh the blgod of Christ, because the word

Israel means "o prince of God, or chosen of God.”
Genesis 32:28.

’ So, since the coming forth of the latter day restora-
ilon_ was to be the time of the restitution of "all things,”
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all of his holy
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prophets since the world began, it would of necessity
be the Hme for the fulfillment of the promise made to
Ephraim through Jacob, when he, Jacob, (Israel) be-
stowed his nome Israel upon the two sons of Joseph,
cnd that Ephraim should be the foremost at the time of
the fulfillment of the "ol things,” ond would be re-
vecled in the time of the Gentile dispensation. Because
NEVEN before this time has there been any evidence of
such fulfillment of that promise, nor has there been any
indication as to when Ephraim should become God's
firstborn, as mentioned in the 31st chapter of Jeremiah.
True, Ephraim occupied quite prominently in the North-
emn kingdom of Israsl after the division of the kingdom
cnd down to the dispersion of the tribes, but after that
he became lost, scattered among the nations (Gentiles)
and as such became Gentile, because he became the
leading race among the nations in their development,
as was indicated that he would do. The whole book of
Hosea makes this very clear, but the promise to him of
becoming o multitude of nations, and of being Israel, or
prince of God would not be until he became the leading
figure in the restoration of the gospel in the latter day
dispensation when the gospel is to eventually go to all
nations, (Gentiles). So we find that the “stick of Jos-
eph,” the Book of Mormon was to be found in the hond
of Ephraim ,and it would be the first time since the dis-
persion that Ephraim would become known again or
his identity established. There is also another prophecy
that actually clinches this, found in Ezra 2:62, 63, where
the members of the house of Israel who were lost and
have no priesthood righis, were to be in that condition
until a priest stood up with Urim and Thummim. Well,
Joseph Smith stood up with the Urim oand Thummim
and with them translated the Book of Mermon, and
THEN and NOT UNTIL then did the priesthood author-
ity return to the earth and it was given to Ephraim in
whose hand was found the "stick of Joseph.” And
Joseph Smith, by this means, became the prophet of
this dispensation. Could anything be plainer? Do we
not have a “more sure word of prophecy?”

That this has always been the understanding of
this phase of the restoration, and that it did not come
into being. AFTER the Reorganized church began to re-
vive the practice of giving Patriarchal Blessings, as
some allege, note the following:

"The recson that Ephraim is not known is becouse
he had been ‘broken,’ has been 'sown among the peo-
ple,” has 'mizxed himself among the people, become
‘wanderers among the nations,” and thus lost his no-
tional identity. His genedalogy is lost, and he does not
even know himself. But 'in the last days’ his posterity
are to be made known, and they are to 'be among the
people,’ as is witnessed by the following: ‘But ve shall
be named the priests of the Lord: men shall call you the
Ministers of our God. . . . I will make on everlasting
covenani with them and their seed shall be known
among the Gentiles, and their offspring umong the
people.” Isaich 61:6, 8, 9.

“This of course is spoken of all Israel; but it is fo
be in the day when God shall make on ‘everlasting
covenant’ with them, that they 'shall be known among
the Gentiles,” and as prmzm is to be the 'firstborn’ in
this 'everlasting covenant,’ his seed will be the first to
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be made known ‘among the people.” How théy are 1o
be made known is not so plain. . But as God is the
‘'same yesterday, today, and forever,” it is to be pre-
sumed that he will always act like himself; and if he
does, he will ‘cause to stand up,’ in the gathering of Is-
rael, ‘a priest with Urim ond Thummim’ through whom
the genealogy,; not only of Ephraim but all of the tribes
of Israel, shall be made known. 'These (children of cer-
tain priests) sought their register among those that were
reckoned by genealogy, but they were not found; there-
fore were they, as polluted, put from the priesthood.
And the Tirshatha {governor) said unto them, that they
<hould not eat of the most holy things, till there stood

up a priest with Urim and Thummim." Ezra 2:63; Nehe-
micth 7:64, 65.

“From this we see that a priest with the Urim ond
Thummim was the means which the genealogy of the
priests was made known in ancient times. And, as the
children of Israel are to be named the priests of the
Lord’ in the last days, and are to be 'among the Gen-

tiles,” and their ‘offspring among the people’; and, as
Ephraim is to be the ‘firstborn,’ he will be the ‘chief
- priest, hence the first whose seed shall be known
agmong the Gentiles'; and this o be in harmony with
Cod's dealings with his people in the past, will be done
by someone standing up ‘with Urim and with Thum-
" mim.’ As already stated, the bringing forth of the Book
" of Mormon and the work connecied with it—orgonizing
_the church and preaching the gospel-—claims to be the
Vshort work,’ the ‘strange work,' the ‘marvelous work,’
that the Lord is to do in the gathering of Israel. Now
_if this claim is true, the ‘firstborn’ into this work, this
new covencnt—ihe gospel covenant, must be of the
tribe of Ephraim.” Book of Mormon Vindicated, by
FElder L M. Smith, pages 51 and 52.

The author then goes on to show that THROUGH
. THE URIM AND THUMMIM, Joseph Smith and Oliver
Cowdery were told to go to the water and baptize each
other, and that priesthood was conferred upon thern,
cand that since the only way that anyone con become
“firstborn’’ of God is by being inducted into the king-
dom of Ged through obedience to the principles of gos-
pel, by being baptized into Christ. So here we see Eph-
raim in the persons of Joseph Smith and Oliver Cow-
dery, becoming the "firstborn” of God in this manner,
ond since which time not only Ephraim is no longer
lost, but by becoming the "priests of God,” in the lat-
ter day, we can see the beginning of the fulfillment of
the promise made to Ephraim and Manasseh, by their
grandfather Israel (Jacob) that their blessings should
prevail agbove the blessings given o Abraham, Isaac,
oand Jacob, through their progenitors to the "utmost
bounds of the everlasting hills,” In other words, Jos-
eph’s land, America. Truly a "sure word of prophecy.”
B. C. FLINT.
U o SS—
NOTICE
To Whomsoever May Be Concerned:

We herewith desire to call attention to the rule and
law of the Church of Christ, Temple Lot, and also to
enactments by conferefices and quorums, together with
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the articles of Faith and Practice, -in said church relo-
tive to ordinations.

Both by Conference and Quorum’'of Twelve enact-
ment, it is provided that no man may be ordained cn
elder in territory where there is no orgamized local of
the church without the consént of the Missionary in
charge of the field in which ordination is to take place.
In the State of Michigan, Apostle ]. E. Bozarth has gen-
eral charge and William Postma, is his assistant.

Covering the matter of responsibilities of general
officers of the church the Articles of Faith read as fol-
lows: "We belisve that local churches should govern
their own afairs, and that General Church officials
should not dominate or interfere therewith. On invi-
tation such general officers may, with propriety give
counsel and assistance.  LOCAL CONGREGATIONS
ARF SUBJECT TO THE ARTICLES OF FAITH AND
PRACTICE AND MUST BE GOVERNED THEREBY.”
{Capitals mine~], E. B)

The above should also be understood to mean: that
STATE OFFICIALS, {(where there are such) should not
dominate nor interfere with local affairs either.

In view of the above, and the conditions now pre-
vailing in Muskegon, Michigan, there can be no or-
dination to the office of elder there without my consent.

That local ceased to exist as a regular local, when
they set aside the presiding elder there as their pastor,
becouse our Articles of Faith specifically states that
where there are six members ONE OF WHOM IS AN
FLDER, there the Church of Christ exists with full power
of church extension. So with the disorganization of
that local is power of church extension ceases, until
properly reorgamized, and in which case the mission-
ary in charge is in charge.

I E. BOZARTH.

L e ) ]

Letters

. Ontario, California, April 12, 1945.
Dear Brother Flint:

1 am sending you some verses that | composed.
Thouaht they might find room in our little Advocate.

We never see any members of the Church of
Christ, and we are very homesick, but our Father
knows his sheep and is toking care of us and will
gather all home in his own gooed time.

I want fo ask ﬂjle prayers of the saints as I am not
well,

Your sister in Christ, EMMA HARPER.
1108 E. California St., Ontarie, Calil,

BEAUTIFUL GEMS

Faith locks up and sees a crown,

And longs to claim it for her own.

The assurance of things she hopes to win
The evidence of things not seen.

To faith add virtue, sweet and pure,
An ornament that will endure.

‘Tis said in His most holy word

The pure in heart should see the Lord.
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To virtue knowledge we will add,

To know the truth 'twill make us glad,
This ornament with quiet grace,
Belongs to all who seek His face.

Anocther gem so bright and {air
We'll add to this collection rare,
For "“temperance’’ we will practice too,
We know this is the thing to do.

Now patience next is on the list, -
If we would seek eternal bliss

To all who would not iry to shirk
Let patience have her perfect work.

Now godliness we all agree,

A gem so beautiful to see,

We'll wear this jewel every day
And let it shine along the way.

And brotherly kindness lovely gem,
We'll place upon our diadem

A kindly word, a kindly deed,

Will bear good fruit if we sow good seed.

Now charity, greatest of them all,

Who wears this gem will never fall.

1t suffers long, is kind always,

And will endure through endless days.

Now if these jewels we put on,

They'll shine much brighter than the sun.
Then when the Lord invites His guests,
He'll bid us welcome with the rest,

BY MRS. EMMA HARPEER.
(}«._._._.»-.——-

OBITUARY
Sister Mattie Delong —

Mattie May Morgan, daughter of John J. and Eliza-
beth Morgan, was born at Bevier, Missouri May 27,
1883, and was thus in her sixty-second year.

She lwed in her childhood and school period at Be-
vier, Missouri, and Ottumwa, lowa. She graduated
from the Bevier public schools in 1902, and came fo
Cleveland, lowa, that same year to teach mn their pub-
lic schools. Here she met and was married to Fred De-
Long on September 15, 1903. To this union six children
were born, Boyd of Independence, Missouri; Dot of La-
moni, lowa; Frederick who died at Casper, Wyoming,
June 23, 1928; Bessie of Marysville, Indicma; Pauline
and Jane of Sacramento, Califorma. All of the living
children were present at the funeral.

Sister Delong obeved the gospel early in life and
was a conscientious belisver in living the gospel, rather
than just believing it.  Her many friends will remember
her as one who wanted to be of service to others.

She was in poor health for many years, About 10
p. m. Tuesday, April 3, she was siricken with a cerebral
hemmorhage; the doctor was called and she was taken
at once to the Decatur County Hospital ot Leon, lowa,
where she passed away on the following Tuesday ot
4:30 p. m., without regaining consciousness.

She has three sisters living, Mrs. Mamie Powell, of
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Macon, Missouri; Mrs. Sorah Price, of DesMoines,
lowa, and Flizabeth Morgan of Kansas City, Missouri;
also a sister-inlaw, Mrs. Nellie Morgan of Kansas
City, Missouri. These with their fumilies cmd her momy
friends mourn her passing.

The funeral was from the Lamoni Funeral Chapel.
Sermon by FElder Charles Ballantyne., Interment in
Rose Hill Cemetery, Lamoni, lowa.

TO MOTHER'S MEMORY
By Ollie Derry Delong

Mother is gone;

She is free again

In a world where she'll find
Neither sorrow nor pain.

God, knowing best,

Has taken her there

Away from earth's sorrows,
Heartache, and care.

She was faithful in life,
Not to one—but to all

Who needed her kindness,
Each friend will zzeccﬂl.

Her expressions of sympathy,
Her mission was love,

And now she's been called
To bright reclms above.

We will miss her, who wouldn't?
Knowing her life,

A dear loving mother,

A dear faithful wile.

But let us not guestion,
In this sorrowing hour,
The wisdom of God;

His mercy, His power.

He knows what he's doing, -
"Tis all for the best—

For mother has earned

This long peaceful rest.

So, sleep on, beloved.
May vour lght shine afor
And may memories linger
As o bright shining star,

To bless all who knew her,

To guide them each day,

And some day they'll mest her
At the end of the way.

S0, let us live lives

Such as mother was Hving—
L life filled with love,

A life filled with giving.

Her memory, hold sacred

Day after day—

That some day we'll meet her
At the End of the Way.
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The Standard Bearers

STORIES OF THE RESTORATION
The City of Zion

. With this issue we resume the Stories of the Res-
toration that has been interrupted by other matter in the
last two issues of the Advocate.

In our last story we found the sainis established in
the State of Missouri, and we also read of the sad chap-
ter of persecution that had already burst in fury over
their heads. In this issue we will take a little different
glance at the saints assembled in Missouri, which had
been pointed out as the place for Zion, or the New Je-
rusalem.

Some vears ago the author of these stories was
placed on a committee charged with the task of rewrit-
ing the Book of Commandments, or the revelations that
had been given, with o view to not only segregating
the revelations into their proper place, but also 1o seek
the historical background for the various revelations,
because it has been discovered that many revelations
were local in character, and were not of general in-
{erest.

One thing that this study revedaled was that the
background of some of the revelations were based
upon opinions already held by the early leaders, ond
may have been the outgrowth of their ideas, rather than
being the direct command of God. One such is that
known as Chapter 44 in the Book of Commandmenits,
which indicates by its language that it was given for
the purpose of building a City of Zion. This revelation
has been the cause of much controversy ond debate
becouse it containg the so-called "Consscration Law.”
In verse 9 of this revelation we are given the key 1o ils
purpose. It says: "And from this place ye shall go
forth into the regions westward, and inasmuch as ve
shall find them that will receive vou, ye shall build up
my church in every region, until the time shall come
when it shall be revealed unio vou, from on high, when
the city of the new Jerusalem shall be prepared that ye
may be gathered in one, that ye may be my people
and ] will be vour God.” This revelation was given o
rwelve elders at Kirtland, Ohio, and was directly con-
nected with Sidney Rigdon's early active partich
pation in  the work of the resioration. And
here, in order that we get the full benefit of
this bockaround, it i8 necessary lo go briefly
into the life ond teachings of Sidney Rigdon. We
first find him as a local Baptist preacher in Trumbull
County, Ohio, where shortly his elogquence and logic
brought him into the public eye and he was solicited to
become the pastor of the First Baptist church in Pilts-
burg, Pennsylvania. Becoming dissatisfied with the
docirines of the Baptist church, we next find him again
in Ohio, where later he became associated with- Alex-
ander Campbell and Walter Scott, in the new move-
ment that they jointly established. 5till later we find
him ond thirteen other fomilies near Kirtland, Ohio, es-
tablishing o community orgomization, with "all things
common,”’ and along the lines outlined in the so-called
Consecration Law. In fact, chapter 44, was first of all
an elaboration of the Kirtland community life idea. Of

course, when Rigdon joined the Saints, and become o
leader among them, one of his first endeavors was to
commit the new restoration church to the same type of
communal life, as of his ecrlier connection, and the
revelation given in February 1831 {(chapter 44), is the
first evidence of it. This new plan was to be much
more elaboraté in form and was o have its beginning
in the land of Missouri, which was indicated as the
lond of Zion, and the place for the City of Zion, or New
Jerusalem; so now that the saints are established in
Missouri, the outline for this city is presented, and we
will let Sidney Rigdon tell us the story as he wrote it
for the First Presidency of which he had recently be-
come a member, and is as follows: It was dated Mon-
day, June 24, 1833, ot Westlield where there was a
conference of the elders, and the following plat of the
city of Zion was adopted and ordered sent to the breth-
ren in Zion: "This plat contains one mile square, all the
squares of the plat contains ten acres each, being forty
rods square. You will observe that the lots are laid off.
alternately in the squores; in one square running from
the south and north to the line through the center of the
square; and in the next, the lots run from the east and
west to the center line. ‘Each lot is four perches in
front, and twenty back, making one hall of an acre in
each lot, so that no one street will be built on, entirely
through the street; but one square the houses will stand
on one street, and on the next one, another, except the
middle range of squares, which runs north and south,
in which range are the painted squares. The lots are
laid off in these squares north and south, all of them;
becouse these squares are forty perches by sixty, be-
ing twenty perches longer than the other, their great-
est length being east and west, and by running all
these squares, north and south, it makes all the lots in
tHe city of one size,

"The painted squcares in the middle are for public
buildings. The one without any figures is for store-
houses for the bishop, and to be devoted to his use.
Figure first is for temples for the Presidency; the circles
inside of the square are the places for the temples. You
will see that it contains twelve figures, two are for the
temples of the lesser priesthohed. It is also to contain
twelve temples. The whole plat is supposed to contain
from fifteen to twenty thousand people; you will there-
fore see that it will require twenty-four buildings to sup-
ply them with houses of worship, schools, etc.; and
none of fhese temples are to be smaller than the one of
which we send vou « draft.  This temple is to be built
in the square marked figure first; and to be built where
the circle is, which has o cross on it; on the north and

south of the plat where the line is drawn, is to be laid

off for barns, stables, etc., for the use of the city; go that
no barns or siables will be in the city among the
houses; the ground io be occupled by these must be
laid off according to wisdom.

“On the north and south are to be laid off the farms
for the agriculturist, ond sufficlent quantity of land fo
supply the whole plat; and if it cannot be laid off with-
out going oo great o distance from the city, thers must
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be also some laid off on the east and west.

“When this square is thus laid off ond supplied,
lay another in the same way, and so fill up the world
in these last days; ond let every mon live in the cily,
for this is the city of Zion. All the strests are of one
width, being eight perches wide. Also the space round
the outer edge of the painted squares is to be eight
perches between the temple and the sireet, on every
side."—Times and Seasons Vol. 6, page 786. Reorgan-
ized Church History Vol. 1, pages 297, 298.

Then in cormection with this we find a letter from
the First Presidéncy, addressed o Edward Pariridge,
explaining the provisions as outlined in Chapter 44,
Book of Commandmenis. It is as lollows: “Brother
FEdward - Partridge; Siri—I proceed io answer your
gliestions, concerning the consecration of property:
First, it is not right o condescend io very great particu-
lars in taking inventories. The Ioct is this: o man is
bound by the law of the church io consecrate to the
bishop before he con be considered a legal heir o the
kingdom of Zion; and this too, without constraini; and
unless he does this he cannot be acknowledged before
the Lord, on the church book; therefore, to condescend
ic particulars, 1 will tell vou that every man must bé his
own judge how much he should receive, and how
much he should suffer to remain in the hands of the
bishop. 1 speak of those who consecrate more thon
they need for the suppert of themselves and their
families. :

“The matter of consecration must be done by the
mutual consent of both parties; for, to give the bishop
power to say how much every man shall have, and he
be obliged to comply with the bishop's judgment, is
giving the bishop more power than o king has; and,
upon the other hand, io let every mon say how much
he needs, and the bishop be obliged o comply with his
judgment, is to throw Zion into confusion, and make
slave of the bishops, The foct is, there must be a bal-
anece or equilibrium of power between the bishop ond
the people; and thus harmony and good will, be pre-
served among you.

"Therefore those persons consecrating property 1o
the bishop in Zion, and then recelving an inheritomce
back, must show reasoncably to the bishop that he
wanits as much as he claims. But in case the two par-
ties cannot come to a mutual agreement, the bishop is
to have nothing to do about receiving their consecra-
tions; cnd the case must be laid before o council of
twelve high priests; the bishop not being one of the
council, but he is to lay the case before them. . . .

“We are not a little surprised to hear that some of
our letters of a public nature, which we sent for the
good of Zion, have been kept back from the bishop.
This is conduct which we highly disapprobate. . . .

Signed, Joseph Smith; Ir.
Sidney Rigdon.
Frederick G. Willicoms.”

The language ond composition of the above letter
is evidently that of Sidney Rigdon, writing for the First
Presidency.

In a postscript to the above lstter we learn some-
thing about the type of bishopric that was to be in the
city of Zion. It says: "In relation to the size of the bish-
opric: when Zion is once properly regulated there will

g

be a bishop to each square of the size of the one we
send you with-this; but at present it must be done ac-
cording to 'wisdom. It is needful, brethren, that vou
should be dll of one heart and of one mind, in doing the
will of the Lord. There should exist the greciest free-
dom and familiority among the rulers in Zion. . . .

“When we direct letters to Zion, to any of the high
priests, which pertains to the regulation thereof, we ai-
ways design that they should be laid befors the bishop,
so as to encble him to perform his duty.” '

"Yours as ever’’

Times and Seasons vol. 6, pp. 800, 80Z, Reorgarn-
ized Church History vol. 1, pp. 301, 302.

From the above it will be seen that the idea which
has been advanced as the reason the sainis were
driven out of Missouri being because they failed fo put
into operation the socalled consecration law, is without
foundation, and furthermore in the light of the siories
iold by the mobbers themselves, it is just possible that
the saints did over-do their claims to divine direction
in establishing a material Zion,

At omy rate their experience should be o lesson o
all saints today. God wanis his people, first of i, o
be a Goddearing, law-abiding people; but this of
course, in no way excuses the mobbers for their cold
blooded persecution of an innocent {aithiul people, even
though they may have been considered misguided in
some things., Zion will eventually be a reality, and in
God's own way too,

e O
A TRIBUTE TO FATHERS

During the month of June we honor our fathers.
We have two {athers, our Heavenly Father and our
earthly father.

God has given us many blessings which we need.

He gave us our Heavenly Father, who is His son,
Jesus Christ, our greatest blessing., Jesus come o
earth to save us from Satan’s destruction so we could
live again after we die. Jesus is our friend but Satan
is our enemy and a curse, because his purpose is o
destroy all mankind.

Our earthly father was sent to help Jesus save us.
I think that he, with our mother, is our next greatest
blessing, i they teach us to keep our Heavenly
Father's commandments, so he can save us from Satan.
Our Heavenly Father has said: "I ve love me ve will
keep my commandments.” That is how we must prove
that we love him. God has also said that becouse He
loved us He sent His only begoiten Son to save us.
That is how he proved His love for us. We prove our
love for our earthly parents by honoring them and
obeving them. OQur earthly parents prorve that they
love us by teaching us how o follow Jesus. ¢

Every child has a Heavenly Father, but not every
child have their earthly parents. [ am thankful that 1
have my mother and father, because they prove their
love by the way thev teach me. 1 am thankful for my
Heavenly Father, because He will give me slernal lile
if I follow him, which is more precious than anvithing
on earth.
1 hope to prove by the life that 1 live that my earthly
father's and mother’'s love was not in vain. 1 hope 1o
maoke use of ull that they have taught me, and [ know
if 1 do Jesus will save me and I will have sternad lie.

JOYCE SPRAGUE, age 10.
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riginal Articles
-
We solicit articles for this department writien in an affirmative manner. An affirmative article is
one in which a premise is established, and evidences presented to support that premise. In all controv-

ersial articles, contributors will be required to observe the rules of decorum established by parliamentary
rules governing deliberative assemblies.

1S THERE A CONTRADICTION?—NO. 2
By Iscac M. Smith

The Second Death

The Prophet Samuel, in the same chapter from
which we have just been reading, speaks of the com-
ing of the Christ, of his death and resurrection, and of
the redemption of man. And, referring to the death of
the Savior, he says:

"Yeq, behold this death bringeth to pass the resur-
rection, and redeemeth «ll mankind from the first
death; that spiritual death for all mankind, by the forll
of Adam, being cut off from the presence of the Lord,
or considered as dead, both as to the things temporal
and to things spiritual,”—Helaman 5:43.

The first death was a spiritual death; it was death
to "temporal things,” ond it was also death to "spirit-
ual things.” It was banishment “from the presence of
God,” it came by the fall of Adam,” and it was “for
&l mankind.” And the death of Christ "bringeth to
pass the resurrection, and’—"and” what? ' ‘and the
redemption of all mankind from the first death,” that is,
from death both spiritual and temporal. And the next
verse further explaingi-—

“But behold jthe resurrection of Christ redeemeth
meankind, vea, even oll mankind, and bringsth them
back into the presence of the Lord.

Paul says that God "will have all men to be saved
and to come unto the knowledge of the iruth,” and
Samuel says they shall all be redeemed and brought
"hack into the presence of the Lord.” Jesus said to his
disciples, "I am with you alway” (Matt. 28:20); "and
we will come unto him, and make our abode vrith him”
(John 14:23); and John says "we are in him that is frue,
even his Son Jesus Christ.” They were not in his per-
sonal presence, but as the church was "builded to-
gether for a habitation of God through the Spirtt” (Eph.
2:29), {omd the Spirit is one with the Father and the
Son, 1 John 5:7), men are cerstainly brought inio the
presence and communion of God's Spirit when they
obey the gospel, receive the Holy Spirit, and are
brought unto the knowledge of the iruth. But the end
is not yet; the promiise is to those who continue laith-
ful “unto the end’; and hence the Prophet Samuel
goes on to tell the people that the resurrection of Christ
"bringeth fo pass the conditions of repentonce’” and
that "whosoever repenteth not, is hewn down and cast
into the fire, ond there cometh upon them again o spir-
itual death, vea, a second death, for they are cut off
again s to things perfaining to righteousness.” But
how com a man be cut off again as to things pertaining
to rightecusness when he has never been made alive
io righteousness? How can o man die "o second

death,” be cut off o second time from the presence of
the Lord, when he has never known the Lord? It might
be claimed that they were “alive in Christ,” when they
were “little children,” and that when they grew up,
heard the gospel, and did not obey i, they died. And
Paul's experience would seem to sustain that view. He
sOys:

“For 1 was alive without the law once; but when

the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.”—
Rom. 7:9.

But Poul never died the "second death’’; for if he
had, he would hove been "as though there was no re-
demption made.” fler a mon dies the "second
death,” mercy has no claim on him. And the Prophet
Samuel shows very clearly who it is that will die this
death. After telling them that those who will not re-
pent shall be cut off again, he continues:

"Thersfore repent ve, repent ye, lest by knowing
these things and not doing them, ve shall suffer your-
selves o come under condemnation, and ve are
brought down unto this second death.”—Helaman 5:44.

They must first know these things, for it is only by
knowing them and then refusing to do them that they
are brought down to this second death. In verse 50
the same prophet says:

“For behold ye are free: ye are permitied to act for
vyourselves; for behold, God hath given unto you a
knowledge, cnd he hath made you free.”

It was through this knowledge they were made
free; and it was through this knowledge they were per-
mitted to act for themselves; and they did not obtain
this knowledge while they were carnally minded. Paul
says:

“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unio him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually dis-
cerned.—1 Cor. 2:14.

And Ammon, speaking of the goodness of God, his
mercy and long suffering, ond of sadvation through his
great mercy, says:

"1 say unio you, there is none that knoweth these
things, save it be the penitent; vea, he that repenteth
and exerciseth faith, and bringeth forth good works,
and prayeth continually without ceasing: unto such it
is given to know the mysieries of God.—Alma 14:56.

Hence those to whom Scamuel was specking had
once been righteous, had once been spiritually
minded, and had received a knowledge of God's will
concerning them; and through this knowledge they had
been “made free,~ and had also been prepared or
qualified to act for themselves. And the teaching of
Alma is in exact accord with this. He says, that by the
fall of Adam, “all monkind became o lost and fallen
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people” (Alma 9:18), and that "death comes upon all
mankind’; but “there was o space granted unio mon,
in which he might repent; therelore this life became o
probationary state; a Hme to prepare to meet God” (v,
20). He says there was a "plon of redemption, which
was laid from the foundation of the world,” and that it
should "bring o pass the resurrection of the dead” {v.
2D; and that if Adam had been permitted to eat of the
iree of life before he died, "the plan of redemption
would have been frustrated” (v, 22); but it was "ap-
pointed unto mon that they must die, and after death,
they must come to judgment” (v, 23).

"And after God had appointed that these things
should come unto man, behold, then he sow that it
was expedient that man should know concerning the
things whereof he had appointed unto them; therefore
he sent angels fo converse with them, who caused men

to behold his glory.”—Alma 9:24.

We might think it sufficient for men to hear of these
things; but God, whose wisdom is infinite, sow that it
was ‘expedient that mon should know.” Hence the
cngels were seni to teach these things unto men; and
that men might know of their surety, they were caused
to behold the glory of God.

© "And they begon from that time forth to call on his
name; therefore God conversed with men, and made
known unto them the plon of redemption, which had
been prepared from the foundation of the world; and
this he made known unto them according to their foith
and repentance, and their holy works.”-—Alma 9:25.

God first made known unto man “concerning the
things whereof he had appointed unto them,” by send-
ing the angels 1o teach them cnd cause them to "be-
hold his glory’’; and then when men began to worship
God by obeying his commands, he continued to unfold
the plan of redemption to them according to their faith
and obedience. And that ggrees with the following:

" And he that will not harden his heart, to him is
given the grecater portion of the word, until it is given
unio him to know the mysteries of God, until they know
them in full."—Alma 9:9.

Coming back to verse 25, the prophet continues:

"Wherefore he gave commandments unioc men,
they having first transgressed the first commandments
as 1o things which were iemporal, and becoming as
gods, knowing good from evil, placing themselves in a
state to act, or being placed in a state to act according
to their wills and pleasures, whether o do evil or to do
good.”—Alma 2:25. ,

Mem knew God, and hence knew good, before he
transgressed; and ofter his fransgression he knew evil.
And now knowing both the good and the evil, even “as
gods'”; and God having sent his angels, and caused
men to "know concerning the things whereof he had
appointed them’’; men were "'placed in a siate to act
according 1o their wills ond pleasures.” And this
agrees with Samuel:

“For behold ve are free; ve are permitied to act for
vourselves; for behold, God hath given unic you o
knowledge. cnd he hath made you Iree; he hath given
unio vou that ve might know good from ewil, and he
hath given unto vou that ve might choose lile or
death.”"—Helaman 5:50.

Keeping this in mind, please read the remainder
of Alma 9:25:

"Therefore God gove unto them commandments,
after having made known unio them the plan of re-
demption that they should not do evil, the penalty
thereo! being o second death, which was an everlast-
ing death as to things pertaining unie rightecusness;
for on such the plan of redemption could have no
power, for the words of justice could not be destroved,
according 1o the supreme goodness of God.”

After the Lord had made known unto men "the
will of God concerning them” (Mosiah 1:66), through
cmgelic ministration, and by causing men to "behold
his glory,” they were "placed in a state fo act accord-
ing to their wills and pleasures’”’; and he then "gave
unto them commondments,” the breaking of which
would bring upon them “a second death”; and on
those who died the second death, "the plan of re-
demption could have no power,” for they became dead’
“"as io things pertaining to righteousness.” Now read
verses 13 and 14, in the light of the above, and it will
be easily understood. ,

“And now behold I say unito vou, then cometh a
death, even a second death, which is a spiritual death;
then is o time that whosoever dieth in his sing, as to a
temnporal death, shall also die a spiritual death: yea, he
shall die as to the things periaining unio righteousness.
. . . Then I say unio vou, they shall be as though there
had been no redemption made; for they cannot be re-
deemed according to God's justice; and they connot
die, seeing there is no more corruption.”—Alma 918,
14,

Alma is speaking to people who knew the fruth,
ond of the time of the judgment; and in verses 11 and
12, he uses such expressions as these: "our hearts,” il
we,”  “in us,” Tour state,” our words,” “our
worke,” “our thoughis,” "we must come forth and
stond before him in his glory,” "and acknowledge to
our everlasting shame.” Also read verse 28; and this
from verse 29

"And now my brethren, seeing we know these
things, and they are true, let us repent, and harden not
our hearts.”—Alma 9:29.

They knew these things; God had given them o
knowledyge, and they were in o condilion to act for
themselves. And they, hoving known God's will con-
cerning them, could die "unto righteousness” the sec-
ond time: but when they do, “they cannot be redesmed
according to God's justice.” Bul we are not at liberty
1o apply that language to any other people, only those
who are in a similar condition.

But, says one, it says, "Whosoever dieth in his
sins, as to a temporal death, shall also die a spiritual
death.”

Yes, but it does not say that “then is a time that
whosoever has died in his sins.” Alma uses the pres-
ent tense: "Then is a Hme that whosoever dieth in his
sing, as to o temporal death, shall also die o spiritual
death.” The language is peculicr, and may be inter-
preted in more~ways than one; but 1 lock at it in this
light: The first death, the death "for all mankind, by
the fall of Adam,” was “being cut off from the pres-
ence of the Lord, or considered as dead, both as io the
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things temporal cnd to things spiritual.”  (Helomom
5:43.)

“And now we see by this, that our first parents
were cut off, both temporally and spirituclly, from the
presence of the Lord."—Alma 19:78.

And

“The fall had brought upon all mankind a spiritual
death as well as a temporal; that is, they were cul oft
from the presence of the Lord."—Alma 19:79.

The first death, then, was both iemporal ond spir-
itual: that is, they were “cut off, both temporally and
spiritually, from the presence of the Lord” And the
second death is the same. The angel said to Nephi
that the time would come when the Lord would "work
o great and marvelous work cmong the children of
men’ and that # shall be

"“Pither to the convincing of them unto peace ond
life eternal, or unto the deliverance of them to the
hardness of their hearts and the blindness of their
minds, unto their being brought down into captivity
and also unio destruction, both temporally and spirit
ually, according to the captivity of the devil, of which
1 have spoken.”—1 Nephi 3:128.

With this explanation of the first énd second death,
it seems to me that a proper rendering of Alma's words
would be: "Then is « time that whosoever ' is cut oft
from the presence of the Lord in his sins, temporally.
shall also be cut off from the presence of the Lord
spiritually; that is, be cut off from all communion with
God and become “dead to all rightecusness.” But
whether that is the thought which Alma had in his
mind or not, his words cannot apply to those who have
died in their sins, 'not knowing the will of God con-
cerning them, or who have ignorantly sinned;” for
King Benjamin has iold ug that “his blood ctoneth for
the sins” of that class of men. It can only mean {(as
already explained in Mosich 1:46, 51; 8:45) that those
who have "willfully rebelled,” or come out In open 18-
bellion against God,” and wemaineth and dieth in his
sins’”’; that "whosoever dieth in his sins,’ and "who
knoweth that he rebelleth against God,”" shadl then die
"« second death,” both temporally and spiritually, be-
cause the Lord hath redeemed none such; veq, nel
ther con the Lord redeem such.”

The writers of the Book of Mormon seem 10 recog-
nize only two classes—the rightecus and the wicked
—in the resurrection and the final judgment; and this
has been quite a stumbling Block for some. But let us
look at it for a moment through their glasses: They
understood, correctly too, that little children and all
those who have not the law, the hecathen to whom sal-
vation has never been declared, are free from con-
demnation, are alive in Christ, have part in the first
resurrection, or have eternal life (2 Nephi 6:24; Mosiah
8:42, 43; and Moroni 8:25, 26): ond also that the blood
of Christ atones for the sins of those "who have sinned
ignorantly” and then "died not knowing the will of God
concerning them” (Mosiah 1:66); and having some ex-
amples of those "who have ignorantly sinned,” those
referred to in the Bible, I confess that I can see only the
rwo classes in the resurrection and final judgment.

1 remember when Brother W. 5. Pender advocated

the theory, a few years ago, that there would be but

the two classes in the resurrection, those who belong
to Christ, and those who belong to the Devil, he was
thought to be on the highway to apostasy; but if that
theory has ever been proved to be erronecus, I have
sither failed to see the prool or was not able 1o com-
prehend it. And, today, I am not able to fully satisfy
my mind of any third class in the resurrection. [ find
different degrees of spheres of glory, tome of the sun,
some of the moon, cnd some of the siars; but they are
oll Christ's, and they inherit the "many memsions” in
our Father's house. | find some who shall even "suffer
the vengeance of eternal fire” until the fullness of fimes,
cnd who shall not be redeemed from the evil, uniil
the last resurrection, until the Lord, even Christ the
Lamb, shall have finished his work”; but “they shall
be heirs of salvation,” “and they shall be the servanits
of the Most High,”" even though they are not permitted
1o come “where God and Christ dwell” (See D. C.
76:7.)

All these, whether they inherit the glory of the sun,
the glory of the moon, or the glory of the stors, ure
Christ's, and there is only the one other class spoken
of, and that is the sons of perdition. With this agree
the words of Alma

"Thersfore, all things shall be restored 1o their
proper order; everything to its natural frame; mortality
raised to immortality; corruption to incorruption; raised
to endless happiness, to inherit the kingdom of God, or
to endless misery, to inherit the kingdom of the devil:
the one on the one hand, the other on the other; the one
raised to happiness, according to his desires of happi-
ness; or good, according to his desires of good; and the
other to evil, according to his desires of evil."—Alma
19:63.

“1f they be good, to the resurrection of endless life
and happiness, and if they be avil, to the resurrection
of endless damnation; being delivered up to the devil,
who hath subjected them, which is damnation; having
gone according io their own carnal wills and desires.”
—Mosich 8:60.

We hove belfore noticed this last quotation; but
Alma 19:63 coniaing another thought that requires
notice here. He says:

" And if their works were good in this life, ond the
desires of their hearts were good, that they shall also,
at the last day, be restored unto that which is good; and
if their works are evil, they shall be restored unto him
for evil.—Alma 19:63.

And he then goes on to say that they shall be
reised to endless happiness, or endless misery, as al-
ready quoted. But of whom is he specking? Is the
heathen to be raised to endless happiness or misery,
according to his works in this life? No. '

"For the atonement satisfieth the demands of his
justice upon dall those who have not his law given to
them.”—2 Nephi 6:24.

Well; does he mecn 1o tell us that those who have
died in their sins, without ever coming unto the knowl-
edge of the truth, are to be raised to endless happiness
or misery, according to their works in this life? Noj; for
“his blood staineth for the sins of those who have fallen
by the transgression of Adom, who have died not know-
ing the will of God concerning them" (Mosich 1:66). Of
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what class of people, then, is Alma specking? Please
read again the testimony of Samuel the Lamanite:

"For behold ye are free; ve are permitted to act for
yoursslves; for behold, God hath given unto you &
knowledge, and he hath made you free; he hath given
unto you that ve might know good from evil, and he
hath given unto vou that ve might choose life or death,
and yve can do good and be restored unto that which
is good, or have that which is good restored
unto you; or yve can do evil, and have that which is
evil restored unto you.”"—Helaman 5:50.

But what kind of "a knowledge” had God given
unto them? We shall let Samuel answer. Speaking o
them of the resurrection of Christ, the redemption, the
conditions of repentance, and the second death, he
says:

"Therefore repent ve, repent ve, lest by knowing
these things and not doing them, ve suffer yourselves to
come under condemnation, and ye are brought down
unto this second death."—Helaman 5:44.

God had given them a knowledge of all these
things, and they were in o condition to act for them-
selves; they would be raised to endless happiness or
endless misery, according to their works “in this life.”
And that is the very class of people of whom Alma
was speaking. He was writing o letier to his son. This
son had been called of God to preach the gospel (v.
20); but he had neglected his work, committed a hor-
rible sin, lost the Spirit, and was in the dark, trying to
justify himself in his sins. Alma, in writing to him for
his special benefit, would naturally, in referring to the
punishment of men in the day of judgment, use just
such men as his son or examples; he would speak of
the happiness or misery of that class of men to whom
his son belonged; and, with Samuel's explanation of
who it ig that con do good and be “restored unic that
which is good,” and who it iz that "can do evil, and
have that which is evil restored unto you,” there is no
trouble in understanding Alma 19:63. And as o further
evidence that the above ig correct, you will note that
Alma says, in same verse, thal they are raised to good,
"according to thelr desires of good,” and to evil, "ac-
cording to their desires of evil;” and also that he says
"they are their own judges, whether o do good or do
evil’ {v. 65). But can a man be his own judge in this
matter when he don't know good from evil? Was Saul
of Tarsus his own judge "whether io do good or evil,”
when he was persecuting the saints? Were those who
killed the disciples of Christ, thinking they were “doing
God service, their own judges? You may say that
men are their own judges, so far as they know right
from wrong., Yes; I believe that. Even the heathen,
who sin "without law,” shall "perish without Iaw”
{(Rom. 2:12). But they don't die the second death, nei-
ther do they come forth "o the resurrection of endless
damnation.”

Another text, similar to Alma 19:83, reads as fol-
lows: '

"For alter this day of life, which is given us o pre-
pare for eternity, behold, if we do not improve our time
while in this life, then cometh the night of darkness,
wherein there can be no labor performed.”—Alma 16:
203.

But vou will please note that the speaker, Amulek,
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uses the personal pronouns, “us,” “we,” and “our,’ in
designating the people of whom he is speaking. And
in verse 78 we are informed that they were “a people
who had separated themselves from the Nephites, and
called themselves Zoramites.” And he says “they had
the word of God preached unto them” (v. 85), but “they
had fallen into great errors” and “'did pervert the ways
of the Lord in very many instances” (v. 86). Alma cnd
his brethren, in commencing their work among this pec-
ple, asked the Lord 1o give “success in bringing them
again unto thee in Christ” (v. 109), and to “give unio
us, O Lord, power and wisdom, that we may bring
these, our brethren, again unto thee” (v. 110). How
could they bring them “again” unto Christ, if they had
never been brought unto him before? But they had
evidently been brought unto Christ, once before, and
had received the Spirit; and hence Amulek says to
them:

“For behold, if ye have procrastinated the day of
your repentance, even until death, behold, ve have be-
come subjected 1o the spirit of the devil, and hs doth
seal you his; therefore the Spirit of the Lord hath with-
drawn from you, and hath no place in vou, and the
devil hath dall power over you; and this is the final state
of the wicked.”"—Alma 16:208.

They had been brought unto Christ and had re-
ceived his Spirit; but they had afterwards “perverted
the ways of the Lord"” and "would not observe to keep
the commandments of God,” according to the law of
Moses, "neither would they observe the performances
of the church, to continue in prayer and supplication to
God daily;” and now, if they continue in that rebellion;
"even until death,” they would become “subjected to
the spirit of the devil,” the Spirit of Christ would be
“withdrawn' from them, and "'then cometh the night of
darkness wherein there can be no labor performed:”
that is the end of their probation (see again Mosiah 1:
46, 51; 8:45), and they must die the second death.

Day of Probation
Alma says:

Therefore, according to justice, the plan of redemp-
tion could not be brought about, only, on condition of

repentance of men in this probationary state.—Almea
19:81.

But of whom is the prophet specking? And of
what is he speaking? In verse 66 he scrys that “the
way s prepared, that whosoever will, may walk
therein and be saved.” But con the infont walk
therein? Can the man who never heard of “the way”
walk therein? And, if little children and the heathen
cannot walk in this way, then their salvation does not
depend on their repentance in this life, Mormon says
they “cannot repent.””  (Moroni 8:26). And King Benia-
min says that "his blood atoneth for the sins of those
who have fallen by the transgression of Adam, who
have died not knowing the will of God concerning
them.” BSo their redemption does not depend on their
repentance in this life, neither does the text quoted so
teach. Alma was not speaking of the conditions upon
which men can be saved now, since the plan of re-
demption has-been "brought about”; but he was speck-
ing of the conditions upon which this plon of re-
demption could "be brought about.” He does not say
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that men cannot be saved, only on condition of their
repenicmce in this probationary state.  Alma does not
say this, and I don't understand that he means it. He
says “the plan of redemption could not be brought
about only on condition of repentance of men.” Pleuse
read the remainder of the verse:

“For he showed unto all men that they were lost,
because of the transgression of their parents.”

The "all men,” whom he commanded to repent,
are the "all men” to whom he revealed their lost con-
dition; and they are the same ones whose lives were
prolonged “'that they might repent while in the flesh;
wherefore, their state become o state of probation.”
"He showed unto all men that they were lost,” when he
prolonged their days and granted unto them a probo-
tionary state; and Alma tells us just how he showed
these things unto men.

v And ofter God had appointed that these things
should come unto man, behold, then he saw that it was
sxpedient that man should know concerning the things
whereof he had appointed unto them; wherefore he

sent angels to converse with them, who caused men 1o
behold his glory.”'—Alma 9:24.

Not one man, only; for the angels conversed with
"them,” and caused ‘men’ to behold his glory. He
uses the plural number here, just us he does in Alma
19:81. And then he goes right on, in the next verse,
ond says they had become "as gods, knowing good
trom evil,” and that they were then “placed in a stale
to act according to their wills and pleasures;” and he
also says that "God gave unto them commandments,
after having made known unto them the plan of re-
demption, that they should not do evil, the pendalty
thereof being a second death,” and that “the plan of
redemption could have no power’ on such, "for the
works of justice could not be destroyed.” (See Alma
9:25.)

Both Alma and Lehi use the words "men, thev,”
and "them’'—plural number—in referring to those who
were given a probationary state, by having their days
prolonged, and also in referring to those to whom the
Lord revealed his will before they could become free
to act for themselves.

Now don't forget that Alma says God then Tsaw
that it was expedient that mon should know concerning
the things whereof he had appointed unto them.” Man
knew good from evil before this; they were “os gods,”
in that respect. But they did not know "the will of God
concerning them'; and God saw it wos expedient that
they should know that also. Hence the Lord sent his
angels to talk with men and to cause them to behold
his glory; and God himself came and Veconversed with
men, cnd made known unto them the plan of redemp-
#ion.” Again it is "men” and "them' —plural number.

(2]

But why all this? If men knew good from evil, was
not that encugh? No, it was not enough. God had
given commandments unto man; man had broken the
commandments, and had, in so doing, brought upon
himself death, both spiritual and temporal, God had
a plan of redemption for man, but this plon of redemp-
tion must be brought about unto him in this life; {for, i
it were not for this plan, “as soon as they were dead
their souls were miserable.” And hence, "according o
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justice, the plan of redemption could not be brought
about, only on condition of repeniance of men in this
probationary state.””  But what men? Those men who
were cut off from the presence of God, and who were
carnal, sensual, and devilish, those men who were "as
God, knowing good from evil”’; those men whose davs
were prolonged "that they might repent while in the
flesh'’; those men with whom the angels conversed and
who were permitted to behold the glory of God; thoss
men with whom God himself conversed and
"made known unio them the plan of redemption.”
These men were dead, both spiritually and temporally.
If they should eat of the tree of life, in their fallen con-
dition, the plan of redemption would be frustrated, could
not be brought about. 1f they should be cut oft from the
earth, in their fallen condition, the plon ol redemption
would be frustrated, could not be brought about. The
plan of redemption had been prepared from the foun-
dation of the world; but it could not be "brought about,”
that is, could not be brought o pass, or be made to ac-
complish what its author designed, only on condition
of repentance, on the part of those men, while in this
life. Hence the Lord prolonged their days, and gave
them o probationary state, a time fo repent. Alma was
not speaking of the conditions upon which sinners cdan
be saved, through this plan of redemption. That was
not the subject under consideration. He was telling his

son of the condition of our first parents, in their fallen

sterte, and of the conditions upon which this greal plan
of redemption could be brought into efect for their sal
vation., Alma'’s son was in o similar condition 1o that of
our first parents, and his salvation, like theirs, would
depend upon his repentance in this life, for he had
known the will of God concerning him. But to apply
Almd’s language to common sinners, who have never
known the truth, would certainly be contrary to all
proper rules of interpretation. His longuoge can ap-
ply, properly, only 1o those of whom he was speaking,
and to the time and conditions of which he was speak-
ing. And to apply that which was said of a man who
had become as God, knowing good and evil,” to all
classes of men, the ignorant as well as the willful,
would do injustice to the speaker of writer, and would
tend 1o confuse, rather than enlighten, the mind of the
hearer or reader. Apply Alma's language o our first
parents, and to the conditions upon which the plan of
redemption could be brought into efect, just what he
was speaking of, and there is no clash.
{Continued)
JORRS—— Om—m

A TIME OF TROUBLE
By Lily Shirk

We have heard some say, "I just wonder what's
gone wrong with this old world, anyway; seems Js
though most every one is either sick, or having o lot of
other troubles.” ;

Yes, this seems io be the case, and we find that
these things seem to knock at the door of those who
try to do right, as well as the more indifferent class.

Surely there must be a tangible reason for this, i
we can find it.

The prophet Daniel 12:1, tells us there is to be a
#ime of trouble such as never was since there was o
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notion. He also tells us just when that time of trouble
will be.

He says many shall run to and fro and knowledge
shall be increased.

Up until the last 100 years, people had no means
of travel, whereby they could run to ond fro, but be-
couse of the great increase of knowledge, we not only
have inventions that provide almost unlimited means
of production and destruction, but the most wonderful
means of fravel over land and sea and through the air,

St Mark 12:19 says of this time: "For in those days
shall be afflictions, such as was not from the begin-
ning of creation which God created unto this time, nei-
ther shall be.”

Jesus says in Matthew 24:6: "And ye shall hear of
wars and rumors of wars; see that ye be not troubled;
for all these things must come o pass, but the end is not
vel

Verse 7. For nation shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom; and there shall be lamine
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.

Verse 8.  All these are the beginning of sorrows.

Verse 21. For then shall be great tribulation, such
as was not since the beginning of the world to this
time, no, nor ever shall be.”

Isaiah 26:9 tells us that when the judgments of God
are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will leam
righiecusness.

The prophet Nohum foresaw our day when he
said, chapter 2:3, 41 "The chariots shall be with flam-
ing torches in the day of His (God's) preparation, and
the fir trees shall be terribly shaken,

The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall
jostle one against another in the broad ways; they shall
seem lke torches, they shall run like the lightnings.”

Here we see that in the day of the great railroad
train and cutomoebiles, God is moking preparations 1o
do scmething.

In Luke 14 we have a paroble of a certuin man
who made a great supper and invited many.

“And sent his servant at supper time to say unto
them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now
ready.

And they all with one consent began 10 make 2%
cuse.

The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of
ground, and I must needs go and see it; | pray thee
have me excused.

And another said, 1 have married o wile, therefore
1 cannot come,

So that servant came and shewed his Lord these
things.”

Here we have illustrated the present conditions of
the world, where some find their only interest in the
material things of life.

“Then the Master of the house, being angry, said
1o His servant, go out quickly into the streets and lanes
of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the
mermed ond the halt and the blind.”

Here we have a class of people, that becouse of
physical disabilities, and the hope of material interests
cut of their reach in this life, and naturally their hopes
tend toward better conditions in the life to come.

“And the servant said, Lord it is done as thou hast
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commoaonded and vet there is room.

And the Lord said unto the servant, go out intothe
highways ond hedges and compel them to come in,
that my house may be filled.”

Reader, the compelling fime is here.

Again we go back to the prophet Daniel, 12, where
he declares that ot the time of the end, many shall be
purified and made white and tried; but the wicked shaill
do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand;
but the wise shall understond.”

Let us be wise.

If we in faith with God abide,

Our souls from ruin He will hide,
And through the purging hold secure,
Our souls ill they are white and pure.

g L —

A VISION GIVEN TO OLIVER D. SHIRK MARCH, 1945

I was standing in about the middle of a medium-
sized room of a dwelling house. [ was facing the south.

About half way between me and the south wall
and about five feet from the floor was a large glass
globe, just slightly longer up and down.

This globe just seemed to hang in the air, as I saw
no means of support.

The globe would measure two feet, or more, in di-
ameter cnd was larger than any arc light 1 ever saw.

In this globe were two separate and distinct lights;
the light in the right, or west half, was o soft light
which not only filled that side of the globe, but lighted
the whole room. )

The left, or east side of the globe was somewhat
dark or cloudy, and contained a torch-like blaze about
one inch wide and two and one-hall inches high,
which seemed 1o only parily penetrate the cloudiness.
This blaze was of a reddish blood color and did not
shed light into the room as did the white light.

It was night ime or dark, ond the white light filled
the whole room, but did not seem to dispel the cloudi-
ness in the left side of the globe.

There was a heavy wire caging around the globe,
somewhat resembling the wire frame around o railroad
lemtern: the wires running both perpendicularly and
horizontally, were firmly fastened where the wires
crossed. 1 undersiood this to be a protection to the
globe.

1 understood that this globe was the Book of Mor-

mon.
As the full vision of the glass globe remained be-
fore me, I seemed to hear the rustling of paper and
locking in the direction of the sound, I saw on open
door about hall way between the glass globe and the
southwest corner of the room.

Right in front of thé door, but inside the room, was
a magazine or journal about the size of an ordinary
church publication.

This magazine was suspended in the air, about
three feet from the floor, ot about a forty-five degree
angle and was facing the globe, the white light from
the globe falling directly on the paper.

1 could plainly discern the print on the paper and
ot the heading of the paper was the name in large
black letters—THE NEPHITE RECORD.

As 1 viewed this scene, it was made known to me
that the subjectmatter contained in this magazine were
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articles written in connection with the teaching, cove-
nans, prophecies, history, etc., contained in the Book of
Mormon; hence the light which shone from the globe
on the paper.

Suddenly the globe disappeared and the room be-
came dark, and being much concerned as to what had
become of the globe, I stepped to the right so 1 could
leok through the door. 1 realized the globe had gone
through the door and as I looked, 1 beheld it ouiside, at
the left of the door and about due south from where it
‘had been on the inside of the room.

Whether the globe was now out in the open, or in
& large pavillion of some kind, 1 do not know, as it was
utter darkness beyond the light of the globe.

1 did not see the magazine again.

Here the vision ended.

The Interpretation

The glass globe, Book of Mormon, being in the
room with Brother Shirk the being of the lineage of Eph-
raim, Gentile) represents the coming of the gospel to the
(Gentiles.

The reddish torch-like light represents the Mosaic
Law (the law of sacrifice of omimal life, blood) as kept
by the people of Book of Mormon times, up until the
coming of Christ.

The white light represents the New Testoment part
of the Book of Mormon and the Gospel light and power
that came 1o the Centiles at the coming forth of the
Book of Mormon.

The globe leaving the room represents the re-
jection of the Gospel light by the Gentiles, hence the
utter darkness of the room afterwards.

The globe being cutside of the room, represents the
light and power of the Gospel going to another people,
Israel, and the fulfillment of the following scripture,
Christ says, 3 Nephi 7:34, 35, 36: "And thus command-
eth the Father that 1 should say unto you, at that day
when the Gentiles shall sin against my Gospel, and
shall reject the fulness of my gospel, and shall be lifted
up in the pride of their hearts above all nations, and
above all the people of the whole earth, and shall be
filled with all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of
mischiefs, and all manner of hypocrisy, and murders,
and priesterafts, and whoredoms, and of secret abom-
inations: .

" And if they shall do all these things, and shall re-
ject the fulness of my gospel, behold, saith the Father,
1 will bring the fulness of my gospel from among them;

"And then will I remember my covenant which [
have made unto my people, O house of Israel, and 1
will bring my gospel unto them.”

The magazine being in front of the door, but in the
room, signifies that it is a publication, to be put out fo
the world, by the Gentiles.

The magazine, as seen in the vision, was ready to
go through the open door to the world and now is the
time it should begin i's minisiry, as the people are in
a more recephve frame of mind.

With the publishing of this magazine, as seen in
the vision, will come the fulfillment of the promise in 1
Nephi 3:201; of the taking away the stumbling block
that has shrouded the Book of Mormon from the world
or over 100#years,
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Through so mony plain and most precious parts
being taken from the Bible, many of the Gentiles have
erred and the Lord has promised in 1 Nephi 3:179 that
he will not suffer the Gentiles to forever remain in this
awiul state of blindness.

Saints of all factions of the Restoration and all be-
lievers in the mission of the Book of Mormon, are you
willing and ready (those who are able to do s0) to help
in bringing this light to those who do want to know, by
helping to publish this poper?

This magazine should be made a pericdical and
should be placed m news stands, reading rooms ond
distributed wherever it would be possible to get people
to read it.

Some may object to the cost, but what about your
dear ones and mine and the souls of all the rest of this
generation? “We' who know this work is trusl Wil
we sit idly by and allow their souls to be required at
our hands, or will we avail ourselves of this opportunity
to place before them the privilege of being responsible
for their own souls.

Brother Shirk and I are willing to act as edifors ond
io help, both financially and in writing, but we have
our own living to make, so we con not promise oo
much.

Do not send us money, but fast ond pray over this
matter and then write and tell us what you can and
will do: then, when we have the cost, efc., lined up, we
will let vou know.

Sorints and believers everywhere, in all factions, lst
us, one and all, avail curselves of this opportunity and
not “be weighed in the balance and found wanting.”

In gospel bonds,
LILY SHIRK.

Sagle, Iddaho.

W-_,.—.O ..... NE—
Editor’s Note

The following very timely, and excellent article on
the matier of peace as is supposed to be in the making
at Sem Froncisco, California, was heard over KMBC
Sunday evening, April 29, 1945. It was delivered by
Eider Evan Fry, of the Recrganized church, and we are
passing it on to our readers in the belief that it will be
found generally interesting emd helpful. We are repro-
ducing it through the courtesy of Elder Fry.—B. C. Flint.

SHALL WE HAVE PEACE?

Evan A. Fry, Badio Director Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Independence,
Missouri, 10 P. M., April 29, 1945, KMBC, 880
KC (Sunday), Kansas City, Missouri.

All Bights Reserved

Perhaps at no time in the history of the world has
there been so much thought about peace, and so much
hope for peace, as there is today. Millions of people
have been impoverished and debilitated by the rav-
ages of war, Destruction ond death, starvation and
pestilence gnd misery have been visited upon more
people than at any time in the world's history, for mod-
ern warfare has become so scientifically efficient, so
costly, and so darigerous 1o -civilions as well as sol
diers, that literally no one is sale when waor sweeps
across the world. If war comes again, involving as
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many nations as have been drawn into the last two
world conflicts, it makes one shudder to think what will
be the result to our western civilization.

There are two other coniributing factors {o our pres-
ent high interest in peace, besides our horror at the de-
struction of our present war. That is the fact that Ger-
many's organized resistance seems about to crumble,
though allied headquarters tells us not to be surprised
if fighting continues into next spring and summer—and
the fact that during this past week the Son Francisco
Conference has convened for the purpose of setling up
some kind of world organization to guaraniee the peace
of the future.

Viong with several million others, I am optimistic
etbout the outcome of this war. It is not won yet, but it
ig very much nearer being won than it was fwo yedrs
ago. No longer need we fear that the Nozis nor the
Japomese will rule the world. | am also quite optimistic
about the outcome of the San Francisco Conference. 1
believe ond confidently hope that there will come out
of that conference an organization which will be highly
successful—at  least for o time—in maintaining the
peace of the world. 1 express that opinion as purely
personal, and as not even the opinion of an expert in
world affairs. Take it for what it is worth. But with i,
1 am forced to express another less optimistic opinion.
1 have my very serious doubts cbout the maintenance
of a permanent world peace, under the Scan Francisco
conference’s plan, or under any other plan.

Peace is more than treaties, trade agreements,
more than world orgonizations, world courts, or world
police forces. Peace, in last analysis, cannot be legis-
lated, or organized, or enforced. Peace must come
from within, When a mon and his wife, for example,
camnot get along in peace, you do not establish peace
in their home by passing some new laws, or laying
down new rules for them—though that may help. You
com establish peace only by changing the two parties
who are looking for peace. If two neighbors are fight-
ing over a boundary line, and become bitter enemies,
vou may settle the problem legally by toking it to
court, but vou can bring peace between the two ens-
mies only by chonging them inside. Fsiablishing o
world court, and a world police force might provide for
the legal settlement of international problems, but if the
police force had o fight to keep the peace, there is no
peace.

Peace, then, depends on people—not on organiza-
tfions, or courts, or police forces, or armies. Peace is a
quality of life which comes from within—from the souls
of men. Peace is the result of certain inner impulsions
and desires—of a will to peace which grows out of «
righteous life. Paul names peace as one of the fruits
of the Holy Spirit. Isaiah (32.17) tells us that the "work
of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of right-
eousness quisiness and assurance forever.” In oppo-
sitfion to this idea, Paul says further that the works of the
flesh include hatred, wrath, strife, vorionce, emulations,
And Isaich repeats, 'There can be no peace . . . unio
the wicked.” How can there be? "If ve bite and de-
vour one another, iake heed lest ve be consumed one
of cmother. He that abideth not in low, shall be de-
stroyed by law. Hate engenders hate, brutality breeds
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more brutality, injustice foments anger and retaliction.

According to af least one tromslation of the Bible,
which I consider a good interpretation of this particu-
lar verse, the angels who cnnounced the Messiah's
birth proclaimed peace—not to all men, but to men of
good will. There can be no peace among men of ill
will. There can be no lasting peace between men
without mercy, or love, or justice, or patience, or long
suffering, or brotherly kindness. A nation of people
which has not yet settled the question of domestic
peace—whose divorce rate is high, whose families
comnot Hve in peace—is not yet ready for world peace.
A nation which has not vet settled the race problem—
which has not vet learned how to get along with iis
near neighbors in cities and small neighborhood com-
munities, is not vet ready for world peace. A mnation
which has not vet settled the war between copital and
labor, is in no position to try to abolish war between
natens. A noation which is complacent and cynicol
ohout crime, about crooked politics, about graft and
malfeasance in public office, is certainly not ready for
world peace, for those same tactics in the international
field will breed waor. A nation which preaches and
practices the philosophy that might makes right, and
io the victor belong the spoils, will find no peace either
at home or abroad. A nation in which there is un-
hindered class privilege, with exploliation, extortion, in-
equality, and economic injustice and slavery, can find
no peace. A nation in which there is hatred, greed,
pride, selfishness, wrath, and jealousy, between indi-
viduals or groups, can find no peace. A nation of
idlers can have no peace. A nation whose people are
in bondage of ignorance, poverty, or sin, can have no
peacs.

We repeat, peace is more dependent upon the
spirit of people than it is upon laws, or treaties, or
world organizations, courts, and police forces. The
San Francisco Conference may set up o well-nigh per-
fect organization for world peace. That orgomization
may-—and I believe will—keep the peace for a number
of years. But the San Francisco Conference is putting
the cart before the horse. It is doing nothing to change
the hecrts, the minds, the souls, the-wills of men, so
thett they will be ready to keep the peace. Before there
can be permanent world peace, the men and the no-
tions of earth are going to have to repent in sack-cloth
in ashes, 1o come down in the depths of humility, to
seek God's pardon for all past sins and errors and negli-
gences, ond then to rise from their knees 1o seek peace
and pursue it down paths of rightecusness, justice, love,
end truth, . The wor has not changed men.  The same
old problems of human nature remain—the same old
lusts, the same old jealousies, the same old hates inten-
sified. . . .

There was such o peace proposed in Jeremich's
time—a peace which did not come from the heart, but
which was limited ond doomed from the beginning by
the covelousness and the false dedling of those who
sought peace. Of thal peace and ils sponsors, lere-
mich wrote: "They have hedled also the hurt of the
doughter of my people slighily, saving Peace, Peace;
when there i§ no peace.” Lest I be misunderstood
here, let me repeat: 1 believe in, and have high hopes
for the San Francisco Conference—as far as it can go.
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But if it merely sets up a machinery for peace, without
changing the hearts of men so that they WILL to keep
the peace, the best machinery in the world will fail.

On the 1st day of November, 1831, joseph Smith,
the 19th century prophet, painted rather a pessimistic
picture, with an equally pessimistic ocutlook for world
peace, speaking as he and his church believed, under
prophetic inspiration. He warned that the cnger of the
Lord was kindled; that his sword wos bathed in
heaven, and should soon fall upon the inhabitants of
the earth; that the day would soon come when they
would not hear the voice of the Lord; that it should be
cut off from among the people. And the reason? We
quote: “they have strayed from mine ordinances, and
have broken mine everlasting tovenant; they seck not
the Lord to establish his rightecusness, but every man
walketh in his own way, and alter the image of his
own god, whose image is the likeness of the world, and
whose substance is that of an idol, which waxeth old
and shall perish in Babylon, even Babvylon the great,
which shall fedl”

Because men continued thus unrepentont and de-
praved and wicked and violent, certain things were
bound to follow. Ceriain causes always produce cer-
tain results. As a man, or a nation, or a world sows, s0
also shall it reap.  This document therefore went on 1o
warn: 'He that repents and does the commandments of
the Lord shall be forgiven; and he that repents not, from
him shall be token even the light which he has re-
ceived. . . . The day speedily cometh, the hour is not
vet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall be taken
from the earth, cnd the Devil shall have power over his
own dominion; and also the Lord shall have power
over his saints. . . .0 This slalement seems reason-
able and logical. There can be no peace to the wicked.
The work of RIGHTEOUSNESS shall be peace. God
himself cannot force ungodly men, who own no alle-
giance 1o him, to keep the peace. He can destroy them,
but not by peaceful means. Paul said, Yo are the
servanis of him vye list to obey.” If a world obeys the
Devil, it must be subject to the Devil—the Devil's do-
minion. And there can be no peace in that dominion.

In another prophecy, dated December 25, 1832, Jos-
eph Smith foretold the Civil War, cnd predicted that it
would start at the rebellion of South Carolina over the
question of slavery. There was warning furthermore
thet from this time forth, war should be poured out upon
ALL NATIONS, and should continue until God had
made o full end of oll nations,  Study your world his-
fory from the beginning of the Civil War until now, ond
you can hardly find a five year period inn which there
was not ¢ war being fought somewhere, nor a five
minute period in which preparction was not being
made for the next war. And sach war as it succeeded
the last one, has increased in efficiency, in violence, in
destructiveness, in the misery and privation and death
that it has dealt not only io the participating armies,
but to noncombatants, women, cnd children.

A reading of the 24th chapter of Matthew gives us
little hope for world peace, until He shall come whose
right it is to reign and rule over men—the Christ who
shall transtorm the kingdoms of this world into his per-
fect kingdom of peace. There will be no place in that
kingdom for the wicked, the rebellious, the unrepentant.

R ————————

"Netion shall rise against nation, ond kingdom agaainst
kingdom; and there shall be fomines, and pestilances,
and earthquakes-in divers places. All these are the
beginning of sorrows. . . . But he that shall endure fo
the end shall be saved.” There is hope for repentant
men, who turn to righteousness—a hope which is
becutifully expressed by Isaich as he sings, "For unto
us o child is born, unto us a son is given; and the gov- -
ernment shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shadl
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increass
of his government ond peace there shall be no end,
upon the throne of David, ond upon his kingdom, fo
order it, and to establish it with judgment and justice
from henceforth even lorever. The zeal of the Lord of
hosts will perform this.” (Isaiah 9:6, 7.)

And again in the 11th chapter, Isaich sings of the
rod which shall come forth out of the stem of Jesse, ond
ioretells that he shall judge the poor with righteous-
ness, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth
—righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and
saithfulness the girdle of his reins. When this day
comes, the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and they
chall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, saith
the Lord.

So, while we hope and pray for the success of the
Semn Fremcisco Conference, emd determine to support
whatever workable organization it evolves for helping
to keep the peace of the world, let us not lose sight of
the fact that there can be no peace until PEOPLE are
changed—until people such as you and I, cnd our
neighbors at home and abroad—are willing to forsake
ihe sins that bring strile and contention and hatred and
war, and give our allegiance to the kingdom of our Lord
cmnd of his Christ, who shall reign forever in justice and
mercy and equity and in the beauty of holiness.

e e

A LETTER FROM A LITTLE GIRL

406 Concord Ave., Rockiord, llinois.
Dear Advocate:

One day my head was hurting me terribly, and
Mother asked me to come and help her pick plums, but
my head hurt so badly that [ didn't think I could, but
when I got there 1 thought of this song: "Just « litile talk
with Jesus makes it right, oll right, Just a little talk with
Jesus makes it right, all right. In tricls of every kind,
praise God, [ always find, that a little talk with Jesus
maokes it right, all right”  As I sang o few words of that
song I began to pick plums and, when I picked the last
one, I said, “Mother, my headache is all gone.” So
after that this has been my favorite song. And though
our iroubles be big or small, if we would have o little
talk with our Lord, what a joy it would be. If he can
help one, he will do the same for us all if we only trust
him.

This is my first time writing. lamin the fifth grade
at school. 1 am asking an interest In your prayers, ond

my prayers are for all.
CAROLINE CARLSON.

Editor's Note:i—Well, Caroline your teslimony is
very interesting, and I am sure our readers will all en-
joy it. There is. nothing stronger then the foith of a
child, so just keep on in this beautiful taith, and vou
will find that it will bless your life.—B. C. Flint.
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