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“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
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Pray On

Pray onl though clouds obscure the sun,
And waves dash high against thy bark,

Our God some day, some unseen way,
Will answer, and make glad thine heart.
Pray onl Pray onl

Pray onl though friends do thee fersake,
And loved ones turn away and frown;

Each test will bring thee nearer God,
And thou wilt wear o brighter crown.
Pray on! Pray onl

Pray onl though scrrows cross thy path,
And thou must drink the bitter cup,

In sad Gethsemane One prayed and wept alons.
He died, arose, and lives for thee—look up:
Pray on! Pray onl

Pray on and on! the fight will not be long,
The mists and clouds must clear away;

Thou shalt behold thy Saviour face to face
And be with Him through cloudless, endless day.
Pray onl Pray onl

Pray onl the race with patience run—
He'll give thee grace io face the bitrest sirife;
Time flies apace—soon it will be no more:
Cling thou to Him, thy light—eternal life.
Pray onl  Pray onl
—1L. B. Micas,
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Editorial

"THE HOUR OF GOD'S JUDGMENT"”

Under the above caption an article appeared some
time ago in one of our sister Restoration periodicals,
written by one of its leading officials, which contains
such peculiar ideas, that 1 have been requested {o re-
view it

We are willing to undericke such a review, but
with the utmost respect for the author even il we may
not be able to agree in the least with the position taken.
The article starts out with this amazing statement:

"Popular conception in the church appears to be
that this is the hour of God’s judgment {(Revelation 14:
6-8),
ture yvet UNFULFILLED to sppport the divine commis-
sion of Joseph Smith. I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel o
preach unio them that dwell on the earth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue and people, saying
with a loud voice, Fear God and give glory to him; for
the hour of his judgment is come.’

"The general line of reasoning followed was, John
said the angel would fly. Joseph saw the angel—and
was visited by him. Hence, Joseph's commission was
in line with this scriptural prediction. Bui this citation
of scripture, used thus, is misplaced. John saw this
heavenly messenger proclaiming an hour of judgment.
That hour has NOT YET COME, and will not do so, un-
il we comply with ceriain necessary dispensations and

conditions.” {(Emphasis mine to call particular atten-
tion.—B. C. F)

This is the first ime we ever heard of o Latter Day
Saint preacher taking such o position, because he goes
on io say in his arficle that the "necessary dispensa-
tions and conditions,” is for the church to establish
what he calls Zion, and thus be gualified o be the
judge of the earth Jbecause he quotes this from latter
day revelation, "Behold, I the Lord have made my
church in these last davys, like unto o judge sitting on a
hill, or in a high ploce, to judge the nations.”

For many vears the elders have quoted o scrip-

From our point of view, it would seem that our
brother first got out on a limb ond then sawed the limb
off behind him, because this angel was not only to pro-
claim the "hour of God's judgment,”’ bul previous io
that he was to bring back the "Everlasting gospel,” to
be preached on the earth. So the necessity of bringing
it here was because it was NOT here, and needed 1o
be restored back to the earth, in order that it might be
preached to oll nations, kindreds and people. So if it
was not here it was because it had been taken from the
earth, ond there had been o great aposiusy os pre-
dicted both by the old prophets and later by the apos-
tles of Christ, particularly the Apostle Paul. This apos-
tasy is conceded by most all religious teachers, and is
actually proven by the Bible itsell in its present form.
No one will deny that the New Testament came into
existence because the gospel was being preached dur-
ing the period coversed by New Testament history, or
in other words, IT WAS THE PREACHING OF THE
(GOSPEL, and the functioning of the Church of Christ in
Christ's time that produced the New Testament. U
there had been no New Testament church there would
have been no New Tesiament which covered only
about 100 vears. That should be very obvious, Yet
we find the Savior saying in Matthew 24:14, "And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be precched in oll the
world for a witness unio all nations and then shall the
end come.” So here we have it. The gospel was
here: It was 1o go away into apostasy: It was to be
preached just before the end, as a witness to all no-
tions. How was it to get here or be returned? The only
statement in the whole Bible that tells us how the night
of the dark ages was to be broken and the gospel re-
turned to the earth is this text in question, found in the
14th chapler of Revelation in the sixth and seventh
verses. The only conclusion therefore that could be
recched would be that unless this angel has flown with
the everlasting gospel, thoat everlasting gospel is not
here, and will not be until that angel does fly to earth
with i, Yet this article tells us that the church is o be
a judge.

Let us see where this reasoning will lead us. In
the Book of Mormon, 3 Nephi 12:20, "but if it be called
in my name, then is it my church, if it so be that they
are built upon my gospel.” So we see thal the gospel
MUST come first, in order for the church to be buili
upon it, But cur brother tells us that this scripture is vet
unfulfilled; so, that being the case the gospel has not
got back vet, so how can the church be condemned for
failing to do something when s loundation is vet io
come?

But we will go « little farther. In the 22nd verse of
this same 12th chopter of 3 Nephi we read, "And i i
so be that the church is built upon mv gospel, then will
the Fother shew forth his own works in it.” So now our
brother, out on the limb, has the whole limb lopped off
behind him, because he makes no note of the first part
of what this angel was to do, but merely addresses
himself fo the part concerning the "hour of God's judg-
ment” and in that he is merely surmising that the
"hour” of judgment is not here, and by a line of reason-
ing that will not bear the light of investigation. Now
what is indicated by the “hour” of time? We learn
from Matthew 20:1-12 that the various "hours” there,
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are dispensations of time in which the gospel was 1o
be preached among men and that it would be in the
“eleventh hour” of the world's history that the last set
of laborers were 1o be sent into the vinsvard, and they
are onnounced as working BUT one hour, (12th verse),
and the oihers complained about it. Then what was
this eleventh hour, and when did it begin, and what
was s purpo m’? Cur brother has already told us that
it ywas that the church might judge the earth or nations.
Very well then, the moment that “hour” was ushered
in it was the “hour’ of judgment, which it would have
tr; be if it was the hour of establishment of the church

So that angel DID iy, and bring the gospel, and be-
couse he brought the gospel the church could be built
upon it, and the Lord could show forth his own works
in i, which would include final judgment.

stration: The term of Circuit Court
the judge is on the bench;

1 a simple illu
is called Ci!f‘d ig in S\S“lﬁﬂ'
he

the jury is empeanelled, and the cases are to be heard.
hwozycn knows that ﬂ“.@ hour of judgment has been

rerched for all who are to be called belore that iri-
bunal. But the cases must be tried, ieg’iimony must be
heard, the counsel on h sides of the cases must
make their pleas, and there IS NO judament rendered
until all of these prelimionaries have been aftended to,
vet that fact makes no change in the idea that it iz the
“hour of yment” for all who may have a case be-
fore that ’ therwise, what would be the purpose

T, ine
of the court at all?

,J@ stronge feature of this brother's whole argu-
ment is that it leaves us completely in the dark as to
when (md how the gospel and the church were 1o be
restored upon the earth. He simply relules the posi-
tion that has been igken by the elders through the

vears, bul gives us nothing in lieu thereof, Where is
the consigtency in claiming rzzlyimnq for the church

cind 113 prerogatives, until we cre first informed as to
the process by which the c%urch f“ma the gospel was to

be returned to the earth after the apostasy of the dark
ages? We hove always al %3d@d o this church of the

restoration as being the result of an angsl's meﬁsaq@
Doesn’t our brother believe this to be the case? U not,

P

he to offer that will convince us that he has

cuthority to preach the gospel, and if he has, whaot
gospel is it that he is preaching? There is only one

gospe! known 1o scripture, and that is the gospel that
our Master referred to when he said THIS GOSPEL of
the kingdom, should be preached among all nations for
a witness, before the end was o be ushered in. It is
the 'mlv gospel known to God or his Son, and it was o
be an exact duplicate of the gospel as preached by
the Master ond his disciples. It was to be o complete
estoraiion of that gospel, and an angel was io be the
means of its restoration. Where else can we lock for
it, if not in the latter doy restoration? Does our brother
wish us o accept the posi*ﬁ on of the mother of harlots,
that the church has come down intact from the davs of
Christ and his apostles? I so, where is the scriptural
backing for such o position?

t would seem that belore we struck such o fatal
blow at the wervy foundation of the resioration, we
should have some logical @xpimmtwr as to how the
church would have any logical claims for iis existence

now. In short, if that ongel of Revelation 14:6, 8 has
not flown then anyone claiming o preach the gospel
NOW is an imposter according to the Bible, and must
be so regarded unless some other scripture can be ad-
vonced that will show us that the coming of the res-
ioration was not dependent upon THAT angel's flight;
because, we know of no other angel with such o mes-
sage for humanity, mentioned in scripture, canywhers.

Therefore, in view of all that has been said above,
we Ieel very content to continue to preach the restored
rnoel’s message, wherein it is tought that the angel of
Revelation 14:6-8, visited Joseph Smith and Oliver Cow-
dery cmd conferred upon them the priesthood, which
cuthorized them to preach the everlasting gospel, or
“this gospel of the kingdom,” and upon which gospel
the Church of Christ was again built, and which in turmn
has brought the whole world under God's judgment for
their rejection of that gospel, and as indicated by the
present world chaotic condition, or as further indicated
that it was that “little stone cut ou of the mountain with-
out hands,” that has been crumbling the kingdoms of
the world, as a result of it being the "HOUR OF GOD'S
TUDGMENT.”

Proof texts: Isaiah 24:1-6; Zephanich 3:1-8.

B. C. FLINT.

Letters

England, Ferbuary 2, 1945,
Dear Brothers and Sisters:

I o very sorry that 1 have ioken so long to an-

wer your letters and Christimas cards, 1 was very

"%wppy cnd grateful for your thoughtfulness and inter-

est in my welfare, and for the prayers expressed in
them.

I am, and shall always be in need of your
prayers as many others like myself are, ond also
those in far more desolate places and conditions than
many of us realize. We are not only grateful for the

prayers you have already offered in our behalf, but

also the ones we are cerlain yvou will continue o offer
i
for us.

The picture of the "little white church on the Tem-
ple Lot brings to mind some of the most beautiful
memories and experiences of my life. Not only my
own personal ones but those we have shared with
others as well. Experiences that only those who be-
lieve in and love God and His word, and heed his
commandments, can understond and fully appreci-
cte. And not one of us would exchange them for the
world's wealth and riches.

To be back with you and o normal life, both spir-
itually and physically, is my constant prayer for my-
self and svery other man or woman inveolved in this
unpleascnt business of war, whether they are in the
crmed forces or in civiliom life

What a glorious day it will be when we each and
very one can be “about our Fother's business.” U
My the world could realize the pleasure and wealth
i’ 11 business’’ what a peacetul and wholesome
lace this world Would be 1o live in.

‘N e also think and pray for each and every one

O3
O

pia
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of you at home. We pray that God will put your
minds ot rest concerning the welfare of those you love
and who are separated from you, and that He might
shorten your grief and anxiety if it be His will.

1 was very happy to hear of the increased at
tendonce lately and I for one wish I could add my
name cnd presence to the congregation each week
too. 1 AM there in thought and desire, but still 1 can
isel the lack of spiritual food I depended on for so
long. I iry to attend our chapel services here as often
as 1 can, but it i not nearly enough. They do me «
lot of good, but they lack « great deal that I was
brought up to expect and depend upon at home.

1 feel greatly the need of your prayers to help me
over the pitfalls that seem more plentiful than the solid
stepping stones are. 1 fear | have not always found
those solid stones though | constantly try o mainiain
my vigil.

1 alsc want to thank vou folks for the book of
poems. | have read them over several times already,
and I like them o great deal. 1 suppose you remem-
bered me guoting so many poems in the few sermons
1 have been privileged to deliver. You couldn't havs
chosen anything I'd have liked better.

Well | am afraid 1 must close now. [ hope o heor
from all of you again soon. 1 connot promise o an-
swer you each one individually, though I would like
to, but | will write you again as the group of my dear-
est friends and brothers in Christ.

May God bless you in your efforts to further his
work.

Your brother in Christ,
DICK" WHEATON.,

Copt. R. A. Wheaton

548th Sg. 385th Gp.

A.P.O. 559, New York, N. Y.

Note:—The above beautiful letter is from one of
our fine upstanding young ministers here in Indepe-
pendence, and the son of Brother ond Sister C. L
Wheaton, We are anxious to get as many of the above
type of letters from our boys and girls in service to
give to our readers as we can. We have missed some
and we regret it

We do not need to say much about Dick. His let
ier speaks for him. What an ouistanding thing it is,
and how refreshing to see that the rigors of this terri-
ble war are not spoiling the s weetness and spiritucl
cutlook of our Church of Christ boys. Dick is « bombar-
dier and has seen the most terrific kind of service, yet
he is coming through it like a true man of God. When
he was home o few months ago on leave, he attended
service and also visited in our homse, and we failed to
see wherein he was allowing the experiences through
which he was passing to spoil him in the least. From
his lefter it is easy to understand why, and it is that he
is making the gospel the supreme guiding force in his
life. May God richly bless and protect him and all of
the rest of our boys, is our prayer—5B. C. Flint.

Forest Grove, Ore., March 23, 1945,
Decr Advocate:
Tust received my March issue of the Advocate to-

day and as usual turned first to the letters. [ too enjoy
them very much. To me thev seem to stand out os the
testimony section of our paper. Perhaps it is when we
are alone we feel this and need it the most.

There is no other Church of Christ member here in
Forest Grove, so | aitend the Reorganized Church.
They are just o small group, and although most of
them are relatives and dear to me, the feeling is not
the some. There is not the warmth and common inter-
ests as with our own people. How 1 yewn to meet
with them again.

Sister Marion Sprague leaves with us some becu-
tifl thoughts in her article on prayer. Praver truly is
wonderful; a great source of comfort and strength. 1
cm so thonkful [ was taught as o child to look to our
heavenly Father not only in times of sorrow and need,
but also joy and thanksgiving. Often these days I
wonder what we would do without this great privilege.

I would like 1o pass on «a little thought I found the
other day: 'Courage is fear that has said its prayers.”

Your sister in Christ,
HELEN GCULD.

B e ()

A DREAM

FEditor's Note: The following dream was related
by our brother at o recent sacrament service. The
moral contained in the latter part of the dream should
be significant to everyone. [t demonstrates so clearly
the folly of expecting to gain entrance into eternal life
without work or effort expended. While the oppor-
funity, or means of entrance, is free and available to
everyone through Jesus Christ, yet for everyone there
is some work o be done, some obstacles to overcomse
which, i not accomplished, will barricade the en-
franceway, and the means of transporiation o the
heavenly portals will have availed us nothing.

1 dreamed that o number of our church people
were living on farms adjoining one another and close
to a small city similar to Independence. We had all
raised good crops that vear because the Lord had
blessed us. But after the harvest « group of men or
people, were going around raiding the farms of our
people, and persecuting them. We were at a loss 1o
know what to do, and the Lord spoke to us and told us
to gather our crops, and our stock, etc., ¢énd gather
curselves together at one farm, and cur enemies, see-
ing us united, would fear to molest us. It seems that
my form was the largest, and had several houses and
large barns and buildings on i, and I suggested that
they all gather at our place. Several families decided
it wos o good thing, cnd moved over, bul some were
reluciant to do so and held back and would not move.

Later the Lord told us to mest in o hall upstairs in
o certain building at o specified time and Christ would
come to us and be in our midst, However we were
wamed not 1o reveal this o cnyone oulside of our
number, or He would not come. The day came, and
we all gathered togsther in the hall as we were in-
structed, but there was also « largs crowd of people
other than our own number present, for someone had
disobeved and told outsiders about the promised visit.
The outsiders begon to ridicule us, asking when Christ
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would appear, and of course, he never did come just
as we were warned he would not if we told anyone
else, .
Then my dreom changed. 1 was told thot T would
be taken up to heaven if would go and sit down upon
a plank or platform in the form of an elevator. T went
over and sat upon the elevalor os ingtructed and im-
mediately it begen to ascend up into heaven. But the
door into heaven had boards or some sort of barricades
across it, and 1 could not get in, so the elevator de-
scended to earth. I felt terrible about i, but 1 stayed
right on.  Soon it began again to ascend o heaven,
cnd again 1 could not get in, so the elevator descended
again to earth. This time I felt so badly that 1 burst
into tears of discppoiniment, and cried as though mv
heart would break, for I wanted so terribly fo enter into
heaven. Then o voice said to me, "Are you not going
to do anything about it?  Will you not make an effort
to remove that which is preventing you from entering?”
Once again the slevator ascended toward heaven,
and when I came to the doorway this time I reached
forth my hand and tore away the barricade, cmd
opened the door and entered fresly in.

CHARLES E. DERRY.

P ()

INDEPENDENCE NEWS

It has been o long, long time since the flowsring
shrubs, fruit trees and eorly spring flowers have been
as becutiful as they ore this spring. Those who know
say that our fruit crop will be very bountiful if old mon
frost stays away. Today is cloudy and cold, after a
ot of warm and becutiful days. Rain and snow ars in
the offing, but we are hoping they will pass us by.

After our election of officers last month, Brother
W. F. Anderson was chosen again to act ag our pas-
ior for the next six months, with o group of helpers,
who we hope will all work for the advancement of the
work here in the center place,

During the past month Brn. C. L. Wheaton, B. C.
Flint, K. . Smith, LeRoy Wheaton, Maynard Case, El-
mer Hunter and our pastor, Brother W. F. Anderson,
have occupied the pulpit giving us some very fine
sermons.

Brethren LeRoy and Edword Wheaton spent o
week taking ireatments at the hospitol in Excelsior
Springs during the past month.

Sister B. . Flint was among the sick folks for sev-
eral weeks this winter, but we are glad o see her back
in our meetings again.

Lieut. Nicholas Denham and wife of Pensacola,
Fla., speat his leave in Independence visiting relatives
emd friends. We are always glad o welcome them in
our meetings.

Sigter W. F. Anderson had the pleasure of visiting
“er daughier and fomily in Dallas, Texas, for a couple
»i weeks.

A new study class was organized last month with
rother C. L. Wheaton as teacher. We are studying
"The Origin of the Church of Christ.” So foar it is o
very interesting class and the attenduance has mors
than doubled in the three sessions we hove had. We
meet every Friday night.

Quite a while before Christmas the group here
each wrote « short letter to the different young men
who had been active in church work belore they wers
called into the service of their country. All the letlers
io each boy were pasted together, with a picture of the
church at the head. The replies are coming back of
the pleasure that it has brought to the hearts of the
boys who are far from home and loved ones. Of the
jov it gave them to see the picture of the church where,
in happier times they had gone to worship God. Of
the pleasant memories they could recall of meeting
them and the hopes that it would not be long until they
could meet with us again.

Captain Richard Wheaton, who is somewhere in
Fngland, wrote such o nice letter to the church, which
Brother Anderson read telling how he felt about re-
cetving the letter. Sergt. William Sheldon, who is in
Ttaly, also wrote a fine letter to the church about his
letter. It made me wonder why we could not take
few minuies more often, when it brings such joy io the
hearts of our boys, who are so far away and in need
of all the cheer and help we com give, to let them know
that we are thinking and praying for them during the
trying times they are passing through.

Word cames 1o us on April 2, of the death, ofter o
brief illness, of Chester L. Heaton. Mr. Heaton was the
husband of Margaret Wheaton, daughter of Brother
ond Sister Alva S. Wheaton. They have two small
children, a son, Dexter LeRoy and a daughter, Eliza-
beth May. Our heart goes out to Sister Margaret in
her hour of sorrow and we pray God io give her the
comfort and strength she needs o carry on the duties
of life omd raising of her children.

Tt is nearing the Hime, when in other years some of
vou would be coming to Conference. We miss seeing
all the old friends who have been coming so many
years and hope that before cmother year comes round
all the wars with all the pain and suffering, bloodshed
and death, sommow cnd heartaches will have come fo
an end. That the people throughout all the world will
begin to learnio love each other as our Maker taught
us to, not only 1o lsarn to love each other but to learn
1o love God with all our hecarts, for only when the
world is full of love will we ever have that abiding
peace. When men shall know war no more and we
shedl do unto others as we would wish to be done by.
Then we can all meet in o very happy conference o
give thanks and sing songs of praise io our loving
heavenly Father.

ORA BUTTERWORTH DERRY.

B )

NOTICE OF DISORGANIZATION

For reason of going contrary to the articles of faith
and law of the church; by choosing a priest fo preside
over the branch, while slders in good standing were
available, the local Church of Christ, Temple Lot, ot
Muskegon, Michigan, has been declared disorgan-
ized. Until such time as the membership of said local
shall act again in harmony with the law of the Church
by choosing an elder for pastor of the local.

Signed, WILLIAM POSTMA.

Asst, Missionory in charge of Mich,
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The Standard Bearers

STORIES OF THE RESTORATION

We have already told our young people about the
marvelous experience the young prophet Joseph Smith
had, when he felt in doubt as to the proper course for
him to toke in the matier of religion, and he was im-
pressed by the statement in James 1:5 that it any
lacked wisdom, they might ask of God, "who giveth 1o
all mer’ liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall be
given him,” and that, in accordance with this assur-
ance, he went to the woods near his father's home, and
while pouring out his soul to God, the powers of dark-
ness first undertook to destroy him. But upon his con-
finuing to plead with God this power wus banished,
and in a great and brilliant light from heaven appeared
two personages; one of whom addressed him ond said,
pointing to the other, "This is my beloved Son, hear
him.” At the time this occurred, Joseph Smith was
only a lad of about fifteen years of age. This then
should be an encourcgement to the young people of
the church, that this in reality began as a church os
young people’s church. Today, our young people too
often feel that the older folks are the ones God has de-
signed to carry it on, when the very opposite is true.
The wise mon has said, "Train up a child in the way
he should go when he is young and when he is old he
will not depart from it.”

It may also be of interest for us to know that such
experiences as that had by the young boy, Joseph
Smith has not been confined to him clone, but that
others have had very similar experiences. The au-
thor of this department had on almost identical experl-
ence, when he was about the same age as was Joseph
Smith, ond the young folks may like to hear about it.

1 was born February 16, 1880, in western lowa, and
when [ was about four we moved to Wisconsin, and
settled on a farm not far from Blanchardville. This was
where the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter Day Saints, really had its beginning in o small
bromeh of the old church that had been in existance
there. This {act, however, was of no value to me In re-
gard to what afterwards happened.  In fact, it was in-
tended o have the very opposite resull, because my
ferther had been born within five miles of Blanchard-
ville, and was among those who were very, very bit-
terly opposed, and 1 was taught from childhood to look
upon the so-called Latter Day Saints as a very wick cad
and deluded pecple. However, God has His own way
in bringing about his righteous purposes, so when [
was about fifteen vears of age, [ with practically all of
the young people in the neighborhood, became con-
verted ot o revival meeting that was being held in the
little country Methodist church in our community.
Among these young people was a young Norwegion
boy who had drifted into our neighborhood following
the great depression following the World's Columbicm
Exposition at Chicago. He with the rest became a con-
vert to the Methodist Church,

About a vear alter this revival meeling an elder ol

came into that <;:<.>Lméz‘y precching the

the Re%tomnon
ospel. This
Th@ meeti

ian friend of mine attended
thing
going to hear

voung Norweg
g, which, 1o me, was the most terrible
imaginable.
the "'
cmything, ond that his

I remonstrated with him for

Mormons.”  He replied that he wos willing to hea

going 1o hear the latter day
inally was

course, 1

preacher would not deceive him, and [ ¢
prevailed upon to go o hear for myq@% Ot

mined not i ieve

went full of prejudice, and deter
e

canyihing that was said.  The result was huii contin-

GO, not with any intention oi’ helieving, but be-
that the fact o }» proving everything by
him even more C "iciz% g@# ous than [ had af
My friend and I continued to discuss
this matier daily in our home, he d z’ endirg and 1 op-
posing until I came to the place where [ realized thart
the Bible was on that side of the stor y, and so 1 re-
versed sides in our daily discussion, my idea being
that if the Bible taught that it was true, i Nould be frue
even if so bad « people as the : mms were tecaching it

Truly they were “wolves in sheep's clothing.”

Like Joseph Smith I Too Went to Pray for Light

One evening about the middle of February, when
il were preparing o go to rest, and when our discus-
sion had reachéd the point that my Iriend chided me
ohout the matier of being baptized, seeing 1 had so
strenuously Q*ﬁf@nd d a’* as a pri nc*ple oif the gospel,
he said o me, "Well if | believed that boptismn wus 80
necessary, ['d be r)apmf :d, because if you died where
would you go?”’ Remember, | was not vet sixteen
vears of age cnd this thought struck me with force, so
having also become satisfied that James meont what
he said when he invited anv who lacked wisdom to
v Ask of God,” so without further ado, and notwithsiond-
ing it was night, and a very dark night too, 1 went out
to the old barn on the farm and knelt down in th—@ dm"k
on the hay, end began to pour oul 1 uy heart 1o God. 1
wanted to know if the sectarion minis / whom | knew
might not baptize me and it would be all right, because
the ideq of being o Vf;r*r "wos ;
me at that moment as it had ever ;i
the same power of @vll as mepnc ned by ]oseph wmm
\’JJC} ht to dw troy me, cndd fhﬂn I plead with God in
en 1 opened m y' eyes,
I was in ”rz@ same be Quiiiu uqhi as waos seen by Jos-
eph Smith. Even the hay seemed transparent in that
marvelous light, and of ﬂovase outside it was piich
daork. 1did not ses any p . but a voice as cudible
as any that [ have ever neqrd Sp@ks o me cm::g told me
the gospel was true, and that i 1 obeyed it 1 would be
blessed. I understood by “the gospel” was maani the
thing that 1 had d@gph >d, this thing called Morinonism.
Well, there wos nothing for me to do but obey, so on
the next Sunday, the elders having returned io that
community, I was baptized on my sixteenth natural
birthday, February 16th, 1896, It meant thot [ was now

ued 1o
couse 1 elt

the Bible made
first expected.
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a “Mormon' myself, and as such I soon began to pay
the penalty. 1 was ostracized by all of my relatives
and friends. [ became an oulcast from my father's
home. 1 was the first one baptized in that locality at
that time, all of the old time saints having moved away
or died, but later my Norwegian friend was baptized,
and was for vears a missionary, a good part of the
#ime in his native country. Still later others began to
be baptized, but the solemnity of that wonderful experi-
ence has never left me, and it is now nearly fifty years
since it happened. (God does not change, nor does he
depend solely on grown up pecple, but often DOES se-
lect the voung folks to be his witnesses. | have never
had to take back that testimony.

e

WHAT SHALL WE DO

Human nature delighis to prescribe, and lay out a
line of duty to be followed by others. It likes 1o set
itself up as « standard of excellence, and judge the rela-
tive merits or demerits of ol others as they may ap-
proximate to that standard.

With the maojority of mankind, one of the hardest
acknowledgements that can be made is, 7'l am wrong’';
we like to think that our opinions, or laith, is so well
grounded, that it is simply an impossibility that 717 con
be mistaken or in error. Instead of making our faith
according to the standards revecled in the word of God
the eHorl is made and sometimes strenucusly, to force
the Bible to support certain theories, so as to prove the
correciness of the standpoint or basis assumed, vet
none are willing to acknowledge this to be the fact with
regard to themselves, however much they maoy think i
of other people; it is a lolly nevertheless with which
many are deceiving themselves, and which they will
never discover until the judgment Notwithsionding
the positiveness of statements, the plain clear teach-
ings of the scriptures, it is lamentable that such o di-
vision of opinion exists among the civilized world, be-
livers in the inspiration of the holy record, as to make
it an object of derision and comment, not o say con-
tempt, of those whom we have denominated “heathen.”

True jthe claim is made, that there is really but lit-
tle division after «ll, that the central docirine among all
classes who accept the inspiration of the scriptures, is
faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and in the prom-
ises he has made concerning thoze who, by faith accept
him as the Savior—their Savior; and some ecrnest men
have even gone so far in the thought of the impossi-
bility of error being found in the different beliels pre-
sented for the consideration of humanity, as to teach
that this state of things was designed io exist, and re-
ferred to 1 Corinthians 12th chapter in support of that
argument:

"The body is not one member, but many, and the
eve cannot say unto the hand, [ have no need of thee,”
eic. "Now ve are the body of Christ and members in
particular.”

And assert that this clearly indicates the fact, that
various churches were intended to exist, for the com-
bination of all shades of opinion and beliefs.

This is a very preity picture on the lace of it, to be
sure, but unfortunately it lacks one essential element,

that of fact—iruth. Even the “heathen” see a great in-
consistency in this diversity of belief, and the Congress
of World's Religion in Chicago in 1893 it is said, decided
that unless the Christians had something better to offer
than they had vet presented, they thought they should
consider the advisability of sending some of thelr mis-
sionaries among the Christians. One thing was dem-
onstrated quite prominenily, that until a better under-
standing was had among these different societies ac-
cepting Jesus Christ as the Savior, and the Scriptures
as his word it is both o useless and thankless task o
send missionaries o them to convert them; their strong
sense of consisiency and their simple faith enabling
thern to see that something is wrong in the systems
presented.

Jesus said: "For [ came down from heaven, not to
do my own will, but the will of him that sent me.” John
£:38.

He came io revedal to all men that which his Fother
desired them to do, that they might aitain unto eternal
life and glory; he did not give anvthing as his opinion,
but all his teachings were inspiration—by precept and
example he plainly laid down the rules by which maon
might come to his Father accepiably, and the Lord very
ecrly in the history of the race, demonstrated that man
could not acceptably worship him in any other way
than that which he prescribed.

Cain brought as an offering unto the Lord some of
the frulis of the ground; Abel brought of the firstlings of
his flock, (Genesis 4th chapter). Now, it is evident thot
the Lord had belore this given o commandment con-
cerning the offerings to be made, and subsequent his-
tory shows that they were to typity the sacrifice of the
“only begotten.”  As o "lamb slain,” and as the fruits
of the ground could not in any way point 1o that event
Cain's offering was not accepted. Thus we are tcught
that there is but one way in which we can come to God
acceptably, and that is, in and through the laws of the
gospsel as taught by Christ and his apostles. He did not
have one way for the Jews ond another way for the
Gentiles. It was {orcefully impressed upon Peter and
afterwards upon all of the apostles in the case of Cor-
nelius and his household, that God is no respecter of
persons, the one thing neediul being the working of
rightecusness, doing that which God commands; the
same laws and rules apply to oll, and every departure
from that plan has been an innovation of man, unau-
thorized, and hence unacceptable to God.

Safety can only be assured by rejecting oll opin-
ions of men, and searching the scriptures to ascertain
the plan that Jesus Christ esiablished, and himself
obeved, find the church or organization which adheres
in every particular to that plan and that show the fruit
“the signs following.” Mark 16:17, 18; 1 Corinthions
13th and 14th chapters; James 5:11-, unite with that
church, and seek to bring forth the fruits of the spirit
from which assuring evidence will be given vou, that
your offering is truly accepted. The promise is, “You
shall know of the docirine.”—John 7:17 —From Zion's
Ensign, August 22, 1896, )




Page 72

Zion's Advocate

May, 1945

Original Articles

We solicit articles for this department writien in an affirmotive manner.

An affirmative article is

one in which o premise is established, and evidences presented to support thut premise. In all controv-
ersial articles, contributors will be required to observe the rules of decorum established by parliamentary
rules governing deliberative assemblies.

Editor’'s Note: The following article by Elder 1. M.
Smith was written quite a number of vears ago, so the
Book of Mormon quolctions are not from the Author-
ized edition put out by the Reorgemized Church in 1908,
and which is in quite common use among our people,
but from an earlier edition.—B. C. Flint.

IS THERE A CONTRADICTION?—NO. 1
By Isaac M. Smith

Since the publication of tract No. 17, "The Atone-
ment of Christ and the Final Destiny of Man,” some of
my brethren have asked me to harmonize the position
set forth in said fract with the teaching of the Book of
Mormon. And, while I make ric pretentions to being
an adept ot “splitting hard knots,” 1 am always willing
to give others the benefit of what little light I may have
been oble to gather from the shudy of God's word. And
1 do so the more readily because | {feel myself indebted
to others for nearly all of the little light I have. I am
not an original thinker. But | promised those brethren
to comply, if possible, with their request and, since
then, have been giving the matter some little attention.
And having examined the matter as critically as I was
capable of doing, in the length of time devoted to the
work, 1 have become more thoroughly convinced than
ever belore that there is no contradiction.

That there are “some things hard to be under-
stood” (2 Peter 3:16), I frankly concede; but as the same
ig true of Poul's writings, some of them ot leas!, we
should not hastily reject simply because we cannot
undersiond. We know only "in part” brethren, and
are ghill compelled to "see through o glass darkly”;
but, if we continue in the faith, we may hope, “"when
that which is perfect is come,” to "ses foce to face”
and to "know even also as we are known.”

In attempting to write on this subject, I assure vou
I have no pet theory to sustain: and fesling sure that
nothing but the truth will stand the final test, 1 shall iry
to refrain from putting ony “private  inierpretation”
upon the word of God. When I shall stand before the
Tudge of all the earth, it would be humiliating, indeed,
to learn that T had been in the dark myself but it would
be far more humiliating to there learn that T had been
the means of leading others into the dork, and that my
life had been simply another example of the blind lead-
ing the blind. And believing that 1 fully realize this, I
shall strive to write in the fear of the Lord, and shall
hope for sufficient light to prevent my teaching any-
thing that would cause my brethren io stumble, even
-though my effort may not be entirely free from error.

The Nephites Were Very Hard Hearted

Inasmuch as the Apostle Paul said to the Corin-
thion sainis,—

"And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unio
spirttual, but as unto carnal, even os unto bobes in

Christ. I have fed vou with milk, and not with meat;
for hitherto ve were not able to bear i, neither yel now
are ve able” {1 Cor. 3:1, 2),—

and inasmuch as the Savior said to his disciples,—

"1 have vet mony things to say unto you, but ye
cannot bear them now” (John 16:12),—
it will be necessary for us to know what kind of people
the Nephites were, in order to properly understand that
which was spcken to them; and I shall therefore coll
your attention io the testimony of some of their proph-
ets respecting their peculiar dispositions. (I quote al-
together from the large print edition of the Book of Mor-
mon.)

"And the people were a stiffnecked people, hard
to understand.  And there was nothing save it was ex-
ceeding harshness, preaching ond prophesying of
wars, and contentions, and desiructions, and contin-
ually reminding them of death, and the duration of
sternity, and the judgments and the power of God; and
all these things stirring them up continually, o keep
them in the fear of the Lord. [ say there was nothing
short of these things, and exceeding great plainness of
speech, would keep them from going down speedily
to destruction.”—Enos 1:27-29.

(All bold type in the above and subsequent quota-
tions care mine; and are used simply for emphasis, with
no intention of changing the sense.)

"Now this great evil, which came upon the peopls
because of their iniquity did stir them up aguin in re-
membrance of the Lord their God. . .. And thus we
see, that except the Lord doth chasten his people with
mony afflictions, veq, except he doth visit them with
death, and with terror, and with famine, and with all
manner of pestilences, they will not remember him.”
—Helaman 4:39, 47.

And Nephi said of his brethreni—

“And there was nothing, save it were the power of
God, which thredaiened them with destruction, could
soften their hearts.”—1 Nephi 5:123.

The foregoing statements, with others of a similar
import, in different parts of the book, give us an idea of
what kind of people the Lord had to deal with, and also
of the kind of teaching best suited to their peculiar dis-
positions. Hence, if vou have been inclined to think
that the writers of the Book of Mormon used strong lan-
guage, in poriraying the punishment of the wicked,
ond in threatening the people with destruction, you will
please bear in mind that “nothing short of these things”
would “soften their hearls,” and ‘keep them in the
fear of the Lord"”; that it was only by "continually re-
minding them'” ©»f "the judgments of God,” and the
"duration of sternity,” that they were kept "from going
down speedily o destruction.” And, if our Savior and
the Apostle Paul withheld many things from the peo-
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ple, until they were sufficiently developed in the di-
vine life to comprehend them, we should expect the
Nephite prophets to use the same discretion in teach-
ing the people on this continent; and | am sure they
did so. They "kept back nothing that was profitable”
unto the people, but at the same time they refrained
from giving them that which they were ''not able to
bear.”

With the foregoing description of the peculiar dis-
position of that people before us, let us now investigate
the teaching of the Book of Mormon respecting the final
destiny of maon.

Those Who Have Sinned Through Ignorance

Of those who have never had the law of God, the
Book of Mormon saysi—

" And where there is no law given there is no pun-
ishment; and where there is no punishment there is no
condemnation; and where there is no condemnation,
the mercies of the Holy One of Israel have claim upon
them, becouse of the atonement: for they are delivered
by the power of him: for the atonement satisfieth the
demcmds of his justice upon all those who have not his
law given io them, that they are delivered from that
awiul monster, death and hell, and the devil,-and the
lake of fire and brimstone, which is endless torment;
and they are restored to that God who gave them
brecth, which is the Holy One of Israel.”—2 Nephi 6:24.

There is no misunderstanding this, surely, for it is
clear, pointed, and full of mercy. The aionement of
Christ satisfies the "demands of justice upon all those
who have not his low given unto them,” and for them
there is "no condemnation” and "no punishment,” but
they are restored to that God who gave them breath.”

Ancther writer says of this classi—

“And these are those who have part in the first
resurrection; ond these are they that have died belore
Christ came ,in their ignorance, not having salvation
declared unto them. And thus the Lord bringeth about
the restoration of these; and they have o part in the
firgt resurrection, or have eternal life, being redeemed
by the Lord. And little children also have sternal life.”
—Mosiah 8:42-44.

"Not only is there no condemnation’ and no pun-
ishment’ for this class, but ‘they have part in the first
resurrection,” and ‘have eternal life,””
And Mormon testifies as follows:—

“"For behold that all little children are alive in
Christ, and also all they that are without the law. Tor
the power of redemption cometh on oll they that have
no law wherefore, he that is not condemned, or he that
is under ne condemnaton, coannot repent; and unto
such baptism availeth nothing.”-—Moroni 8:25, 26.

All those who are without law are placed upon
the same basis as little children; they are free from
condemnation, cannot repent, are alive in Christ, and
are to have "part in the first resurrection.”  So far, all
is clear. But there is another class of people who have

the law, and yet they are ignorant of God and his will .

as many of the heathens; and this, to my mind, is the
class of people represented in this fext:—

"For behold, and also his blood atoneth for the sins
of those who have {allen by the transgression of Adam,

who have died not knowing the will of God concerning
them., or who have ignoranily sinned.”—Mosiah 1:66.

This class of people have “sinned,” ond hence
they have "sing”; ond sin is the "iransgression of the
law” (1 John 3:4). To assume that they did not have
the law is to assume that they had not transgressed the
law; and to assume that they had not transgressed the
law is to assume that they had not “sinned’’; and that
would contradict the text quoted, for it says they had
sinned. It is true thevy have ignoranily sinned, but
they have sined; and the blood of Christ aiones for
their sins, ioo, even though they have died "not know-
ing the will of God concerning them.” In fact, there
are but few sinners who do know the will of God con-
cerning them; there are but few, comparatively, ond
they are the ones who willlully rebel against God,
cfter he has revealed his will to them. For proof of
this I shall call yvour aftention fo some who have “ig-
norantly sinned.” When our Savior was being cruci-
fied, he prayed for those who murdered him as fol
lowsg:—

"Father, forgive them; {or they know not what they
do.”—Luke 23:34.

And this does not apply alone to the Roman sol-
diers, {or Peter saidi—

"And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance

ve did i, as did also your rulers. Acts 3:17.
And Poul says of the same thing:—

"For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers,
because they knew him not, nor vet the voices of the
vrophets which are read every sabbath day, they have
fulfilled them in condemning him.”"—Acts 13:27.

The Savior said “they know not what they.do”;
Peter said they did it "through ignorance’’; and Paul
says the reason they did it was "because they knew
him not,”” and also because they did not know "the
voices of the prophets, which are read every sabbath
read in thelr synagogues every sabbath. And because
of this ignorance Jesus said, "'Father, forgive them.”
And Paul's testimony, as io their not knowing "the
volces of the prophets, which are read every sabbath
day,” proves what I have writlen: that some who have
the law are as ignorant of God's will as the heathen.
You may think that this people were so wicked they
would have crucified the Savior, even if they had
known; but Paul says not. Hear him:—

“For had they known i, they would not have cru-
cified the Lord of glory.”"—1 Cor. 2:8.

iy

Had they known "the wisdom of God,” that is, “the
will of God concerning them,” the Book of Mormon
committed this horrible sin. Hence they “ignorantly
sinned,” and "his blood aioneth for the sins of those

. who have died not knowing the will of God con-
cerning them.”

And the Savior tells his disciples that they shall
be persecuted aboul as he was, and for the same rea-
8GN I—

"But all these things will they do unto vou for mvy
name’s sake, because they know not him that sent me.”
—John 15:21.

And againi—

"They shall put vou out of the synagogues: veq,
the time cometh, that whosoever killeth vou will think
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And these things will they
have not known the Father,

that he deeth God service.
do unio vou, because they
nor me.—John 16:2, 3.
Now, if those K/\flf*f” killed the followers of cur Bavior
hought they we domg God ervice,” there can be
no doubt that m@y B! jMQIQmLy ai rmefi and, i thev
“ignorantly sinned’ and then "died, not knowing the
will of God concerning them,” the Book of Mormon
teaches that the blood of Ch atones for their sins.

I shall call vour aliention 1o one noted example of
those who ignorantly persecuted the saints: the Apostle
Paul. When Stephen was stonsd to death, "the wit
nesses laid down their clethes al o voung man's {set,
whose name was Scul.” {(Acts 7:58)

"And Soul wos consenting unio his
Acts 8:1.

"As for SO;U he
ing into every house,
committed them to prison.
9:1, 13, 14.)

And his own test
saims is as follows:

"And 1 p“fssmucd this way unto the death, bind-
q and delivering into prisons both men and women.”
—Acts 22:4.

"I verily thought within mysell, that 1 ought to do
mony thiz*q% conirary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.
Which things | also did in }’szusulemz oand many of the
saints did 1 shut up m prison, having received cuthor-
ity from the chisf ; and *zvf;en they were put to
death, I gave rry volce against th And 1 punished
them oft in every synagogue, cnd compelled them fo
blaspheme; cm” “mz g exceedingly mad qqqms‘f them,
I persecuted th iramge  clties.—Acts
26:9-11.

That mon had the law of God, and was “taught
according io the perfect manner of the law of the foth-
ers, and was zealous toward God'' (Acts 22:3); he was
doing what he says, I verily thought T ought to do,”
and hence had "lived in all good conscience before
God this day” (Acis 23:1).  And in referring to his being
put _m the ministry, he sa ya of himsel -

"Who was belore a blasphemer, and a persecutor,
and injuriow did it
ignorantly in unbelief.”-

¢

death.”—

made havoco of the church, enter-
and hailing men ond women,
—Acts 8:3. (See also Acts

wony of his persecuting the
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; but I obiained mercy, bscouse |
1:13.

-1 Tim.

hile in this life, but
gacuting the Saints did
‘ nony of those who helped
to murder the Savior con’tm‘a 1 1o be os they were

then, bi*’ﬁmr enemies to the and vet the Savior
scid, "Father, forgive them his prayer ever be
answered?

these sinners
stand upon the same bo se who have no law.
Far from it,  Th inners were "under condemnao-
tion," and they have io take their
The Savior saidi—
”H” ‘(‘V*I‘ believeth

you think thet
is as th

I would not have

1

I nese

i is not condemned; but
ot is lemned already, because
he hath zlo{ selisved in ) of the only begolien

is the corng i?mr wation, thot lght is

Son of God.  And this
come into the world, and men loved dar«m ess rather
than light, because theilr deeds were evil.”—John 3:

18, 19,

"vunishment,” ioo.

They were "condemned already,” because they
were walking in the dark when they might have been
walking in the light. But they “would not,” and hence
they must suffer—

“And when he was come near, he beheld the city,
and wept over i, saying, I thou hadst known, even
thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong
unto thy peace, but now they are hid from thine eves.”
—Luke 19:41, 42.

They did not know "the things which belong unto
thy peace,” for they were "hid from thine eves’; and
the Savior goes right on and tells them that the day ™
shall come when their enemies shall come and destroy
them and their city, laying them ‘“level with the
ground.” And he savs the cause of this would be, “be-
cause thou knewest not the time of thy visitation” (v.
44). {1 Cor. 5:1-5.)

No, T would not have you believe that people of
this class were Iree from condemnation; neither would
I have vou believe that they will not be punished; the
Book of Mormon does not teach that, neither does the
Bible. But they “ignorantly sinned,” and many of
them "'died, not knowing the will of God concerning
them'’; and the Book of Mormon does teach that the
blood of Christ atones for the sins of that class of peo-
ple; and the Savior's prayer, "Father, forgive them,”
is certainly in uarmeny with, the teaching of the Bock
of Mormon. [ do not ask yvou to believe that they shall
"have part in the first resurrection,” for the Book of
Mormon does not so teach. 1 do not ask vou to believe
that they shall escape punishment in the world to
come, for the Book of Mormon does not teach that, All
I usk vou to believe is that the bloed of Christ atones
for their sins, and that sometime, somewhere, and in
some way, they will, through the power of that atone-
ment, ”be saved’ and brought "unto the knowledge of
the truth.” {1 Tim. 2:4.)

Those Who Willtully Sin

Leaving, for the present, those "who have igno-
rantly sinned,” I shall call vour attention to o different
class of sinners: those who willlully and knowingly
sin against God.  Of this class King Benjamin says:—

"But O my people, beware lest there shall arise
contentions among vou, ond ve list to obey the evil
spirit, which was spoken of by my father Mosich. For
behold, there is o wo pronounced upon him who listeth
to obey that spirif: for it he listeth to obey him, and re-
maineth and dieth in his sins, the same drinketh dom-
nation to his own soul; for he receiveth for his wagss
an everlasting punishment, having tronsgressed the
law of God, contrary to his own knowledge.”—Mosich
1:45, 46.

The word list means to “desire; will; like.” And, i
o man dmszres o obhey the evil one, and wills to do so,
“contrary 1o his own knowledge,” no power could pre-
vent his doing so without taking irom him his agency;
he persists in thal course, 'remaineth and dieth
in his sins,” the blood of Christ does nct and will not
atone for his sins. When he dies, that is the end of his
probation. .

A& little further on the same specker says:—

“And now, I say unto vou, my brethren, that after
ve have known and have been taught oll these things,

and if
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in their sins ever since the

# ve should transgress, and go 4::01’11‘.101‘3/ to tha* W‘}li(“h
has been spoken, that ve do ly rebelled against God,
the Spirit of the Lord, that i m mandments of God, and
to guide vou in wisdom's i . that ve man vould not keep them; these are they that have no part
blessed, prospered, and pr ) he first resu had ve not ought o
that the man that doeth this, ¢ to none such; for the
open rebellion against God: rd hath redeemee é; none ﬁauch vea, neither can the
the evil spirii, and becometh an ¢ / Lord redeem such: lor he cannot deny )’wmgp for he
ness; therelore, the Lord hus no im - ; ‘ 7 just its ¢laim.,”— é.\/loszah
Heth not in unholy emples.”

ose whoe “have known'' t those who rebel

pletely withdrawn themselves from Spirtt of  agat hirm, o . in their sins’’; of those who have
God, so that it has no place whatever in n: they L] mandme God" and "willtully re-
are the ones who iist to Obey th-‘ evil spirll; and, when  be . . are to have ''no part in the first resur-

they w:ii to so do,
God, They becoms ene
know the will of God «c
they desire and will 1o live in
says of suchi—

o none such'’; “the Lord
memur can the Lord
" because they
’sng forteited all
; f e ] fhé*m remaoin-
”'?"hér@fo*e if that man repenteth not d re SUR N0 TNOT " and hence ‘mercy hath

e"z nd dieth an en@my 0 Czu , ' i ! )
i e doth awaken his immo

of hls YW qum, wm”w cwzn cou
the pre
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commandments of God, they must be of those who "re-
bel against him, and die in their sins.” Yes, I know
that Abinadi says of them, “having never called upon
the Lord while the arms of mercy were extended to-
wards them.” But let us see to whom and of whom
the prophet was speaking. The Lord said to himi—

"Go forth and say unio this people.”—Mosiah 7:21.

“ Bbinadi, go and prophssy unto this my people.”
—Mosiah 7:31.

Please notice that the Lord here calls them “my peo-
ple.”

"Now Abinadi said unto him: I say unto you, T will
not recall the words which 1 have spoken unto you con-
cerning this people.”—Mosiah 9:11.

The Lord told him to go and prophesy "unio this
my people”; and Abinadi, when he had delivered the
message, said he would not recall the words which he
had spoken “concerning this people.”’ And "this peo-
ple’’ had been humble and rightecus at one time. (See
Mosich 6:17, 34, 43.) But they had been deceived by
¥ing Noah and his priests, and had become idolatrous.
(See Mosiah 7:10.) Their eyes were blinded, (Mosich
7:29,) omd they hardened their hearts against the word
of the Lord. But they were not deceived nor blinded,
so far as their knowledae of the truth is concerned, for
Abinadi said unto them:—

"Know ve not that I speak the truth? Yea, ve know
thet 1 speak the truth; and ve ought to tremble before
God.”"—Mosiah 7:62, 63.

They had been blinded and deceived, and led imo
abominations by their leaders, just as many of God's
people were in the latter-doy apostasy; bul they still
retained o knowledge of the truth sufficient to know i
when it was spoken unio them. One of the accusa-
tions brought against them was that they had been
quilty of "perverting the ways of the Lord” {v. 56); and,
if they knew they were 'perverting the ways of the
Lord,” emd Abinadi said they did know it—then they
were willfully rebelling against God. And Abinadi
says to them, as already quoted: "But behold, and lear
and tremble before God; for ve ought to fremble.”” Bui
why had they ocught to tremble? Listen to Abinadi's
answer: For the Lord redeemeth none such that rebel
against him and die in their sins” (Mosich 8:45)
You will notice that their probation is extended, even
after they rebel against him, possibly to the end of
their lives. And that agrees with King Benjamin, when
he says if that man “remaineth and dieth in his sing,”
that "mercy hath no claim” on him. (See Mosich 1
46, 51.)

Now those people, to whom Abinadi was speak-
ing, had rebelled against God; and if they should "die
in their sins” {v. 45}, they must come forth "io the resur-
rection of endless domnation’”’; but af that time, the
arms of mercy were being "extended toward them,”
and the Lord was calling on them, from iime o time, 1o
repent, But if they refuse to do so,—reluse to depart
from their sins, and die in this condition, "having never
called upon the Lord while the arms of mercy were ex-
tended towards them,’—then “mercy hath no claim”
on them. And, as Abinadi said, he had spoken these
words "concerning this people,” we are not at liberty

to apply them to any other people, only those who are
in the same condition.

Another very clear illustration of what willful re-
bellion is, we find in the Book of Nephi. He saysi—

"Now they did not sin ignorantly, for they knew
the will of God concerning them, for it had been taught
unto them; therefore they did willfully rebel against
God."—Nephi, Son of Nephi, 3:14.

Please read Mosiah 1:66 again,
carefully with the above.

This people "did not sin ignorantly,” and he ex-
plains why they did not: "for they knew the will of God
concerning them.” And they had been o righteous
people, too, for he says 'they did vield themsslves unto
the power of Saiom’” (v. 28), had "turned from ther
rightecusness, like the dog to his vomit” {v. 30), ard
that he had been an "sye witness to their quick return
from righteousness unto their wickedness ond abom-
inations” (v. 37).

And in the Book of Nephi,
have thisi—

" And they did not dwindle in unbelief, but they did
willfully rebsl against the gospel of Christ.”—Nephi,
the Disciple, 1:31.

A clear distinction is made between those who
“gin ignorantly’’ or “dwindle in unbelief” and those
who "willlully rebel against God”; and that distinction
is kapt before the reader all through the book. Nephi
said to the peoplei—

“But behold, ve have f@j(“(‘ied the firuth,
belled against vour holy God."—Helaman 3:51.

But they knew the truth, when they rejected it; for
he had just been telling them of the coming of Christ,
that "he is God,” and that he had manifesied himsell
unto their {athers; and he soidi—

" And now seeing ve know these things and cannot
deny them, except ve shall lie.—Helaman 3:50.

He alse tells them that the Lamanites "have not
sinned anmst that great knowledge which ve have re-
x,ew@d {v. 18). Not only this, but he says they have

"forgotten vour God in the very day that he has deliv-
ered you' (v, 14), and that they had "turned out of the
way of rightecusness” (2:135).

These texis give us a fairly good idea of what the
writers of the Book oi Mormon mean when they use
such expressions as “perverling the ways of the Lord,”
“rejecied the truth,” “rejected the word of God,” 're-
belled against God,” or "willlully rebelled against
God.” They do not refer to the man who has "igno-
rantly sinned,” cnd then "died not knowing the will of
God concerning” himsell; but they refer o the man
who has done these things knowingly and willfully,
"conirary 1o his own knowledge.” And i that mon
persists in his rebellion, “remaineth ond disth an
enemy to God,” he will be just "as though thers was
no redemption made,” “for the Lord hath redeemed
none such; vea, neither can the Lord redeem such.”

Probation, with those who rebel against God, ends
with this life; and it may, through extreme wickedness,
end before death. The Prophet Samuel after telling the
people of the great calomities which would come upon
them, and how, they would weep and mourn, says:—

"But behold, vour days of probation are past: ve

and compare

the son of Nephi, we

and re-
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have procrastinated the day of your salvation, until it
is everlastingly too late, and your destruction is made
sure.”-—Helaman 5:29.

This was in the eighty-sixth vear of the reign of the
judges. Twenty vears before this, the people were
righteous; but in the sixty-sixth year of the reign of the
judges, they began to turn away from the Lord, and it
was only o short time till “the more part of them had
turned out of the way of rightecusness’ (Helamaon 2:
135} and “'the Spirit of the Lord began o withdraw
from the Nephites” {v. 139). And Nephi said to them,
in the sixty-ninth vear, that "'ve have rejecied the truth,
and rebelled against your Holy God'' (Helaman 3:51);
cnd in the seventy-sixth vear, the people repented,
humbled themselves before the Lord, and were greaily
plessed. (See Helaman 4:13-28.) But in the seventy-
sighth vear they began to indulge in contentions and
sirifes, and so continued until, in the eighty-first year,
they were stirred up “cgain in remembroance of the
Lord their God” (Helaman 4:39), by the afflictions which
the Lord permitted to come upon them. The next year,
however, "they began again to forget the Lord their
God” {v. 41), and were soon very wicked again. And,
four vears later, the Lord said that “except they repent
1 will foke away my word from them, ond I will with-
draw my Spirit from them, and will suffer them no
longer” (Heloaman 5:7); and then would be the fime
when Samuel says 'vour days of probation are pust”
{(v.29).

(To be continued.)
PSS S— (}—.W._«_

A few comments on Editorial, "What we believe,”
and other matters,

Dear Brother Flint and Saints:

Toduay 1 received the Zion's Advocaie of March,
1945, ond among the diffsrent ariicles 1 enjoyed read-
ing was the Editorial, "What we Believe.” 1 certainly
liked vour interpretation and explonation on the articles
of faith and practice of the Church and after reading this
splendid Editorial, 1 asked myself this gquestion, "Do
we really believe those things?” For, when I compare
the Church as we have it today, with the one pictured
before us in the two stondord books, 1 often ask my-
sell again, "Do they really harmonize?” For, today 1
find so many things connected with the Church for
which | have been unable to find any scriptural proot
for their existence and 1 have searched the former and
latter day revelations. So, again [ ask, "from whence
are they?" Thirty-three vears ago, when I became o
member of the Utah Mormon Church, 1 firmly belisved
I had found the pearl of great price—The Kingdom
of God as it did exist on the earth in the long, long ago,
and my joy seemed to be complete. But, how sad
was my awakening when 1 soon discovered that so
many things connected with that organization were
only founded upon lalse revelations and silly notions
of men and women. Again, my hopes were rekindled
when the Elders of the Reorganization came into our
locality and set forth their claim that their church was
the only one harmonizing with the divine records.

So, for thirteen long years 1 enjoyed my associa-
tion with them, and felt redlly at home and enjoyed
many wonderful blessings from our Heavenly Father

during those happy yvears, for which I am truly grate-
ful. But, how little did I think that I was due for another
sad awakening—the time when this did happen is too
well known by a good many of the Church of Christ,
Temple Lot, members.

So, cnce more | went out fo seek for light and
truth, and He who said, "Seek and vou shall find,” led
my steps to the little group on the Temple Lot, with
whom 1 did cast my lot for which to this doy 1 am not
in the least sorry, for I feel that 1 have come more in
accord ond closer to the shepherd of my soul. How
glad I felt and thankful that at last I had found the
church that 1 sincerely believed would not tolerate
anything to become part of them for which no “thus
sayeth the Lord” could be found. Bui, now again
the fime has come that I am feeling concerned for the
church, fearing that again we will be called upon to
pass through much sorrow, because I am afraid we
are mis-trusting the Lord, thinking that we puny crea-
tures can and must improve upon His institution by
adding our own borrowed ones from the world, to it
We think like the children of Israel of old that we must
go into Egypt, the World, for help.

Now, Brother Flint, in vour article prinied in Zion's
Advocate of December, 1944, Page 191, about the Seer
stone and David Whitmer, vou say, "And God does
not change nor has a variety of schemes or Organiza-
tions as « means of Salvation, and again, how wonder-
ful this unifies the scriptures and shows the plan of
salvation and the form of Organization to be the same

in all ages and among any righteous people who ac-

cept Christ.” Those are your own words, Brother
Flint. Do vou believe them? And, i so, don't you
think it would be a good idea to discard every organ-
ization found attached to the Church of Christ today,
for which the Bible and Book of Mormon or Book of
Commandments make no provision for? Please read
Znd Peter, 1:4. They have received ALL things per-
taining unto life and godliness, and I don't think they
believed it to be necessary for them to add a few more
humaon schemes unto God's perfect setup in order to
make it more complete or like we have it today, from
Sunday schools to State Orgonizations, or what have
you. According to the divine records including Latter
Day Revelations, see Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Docirine and
Covenants 068:4, Reorganized edition, God placed the
duty of child instruction in spiritual things upon the
parents. We of today have relieved them of this re-
sponsibility and borrowed the organization known as
the Sunday school from Babylon to which we have
intrusted our child instruction, often using non-mem-
ber instructors. Then, we have our young people’s
organization with its full set of officers and constitution,
which has brought about a separction between young
and old in the church—modern inventions.

I suppose 1 am still overlooking some which are
among us, or are in the making. I must not forget one
we have up here in Michigan, known as the State Or-
ganization, This one has taken over complete control
of church activities, both in local and state offairs, as-
suming and disregarding authority vested in ol Gen-
eral Church appointees, appointing their own mission-
ary at a salary of $100 per month, paid in advance,
pledging the membership for financial support—Or-
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The church itself, its form of organization, its principles
of docirine, its characteristics in divine recognition in
the giving of the gifis of the gospel, are as unchan
able as God Himself is unchangeable. They cannot
be added to nor taken from, but as to how they shall
carry the work on is left to the church itself fo dscide.
Ages, customs, national resirictions and many other
things must be taken into consideration when cnalyzin
this question. For insiance, the church coannot func
tion in exactly the same way in foreign couniries, as it
can in America, vet it need not change its form, or-
ganization or doctrine.

The very fact that the Apostle Paul, in his surmming
up of the things God set in the church as found in the
last part of the twellth chapter of First Corinthians
mentions "Helps,” "Governments,” etc., without speci-
fying what these helps and governments might mean,

proves this. In other words, "THE CHURCH,” "the
church,”” now, must function as it can, and when 1

speck of the church 1 mean the same thing you meon
when you say “the church,” {perfectly organized) and
at work, teaching the gospel by every legitimate means,
some of which we will now notice.

Here is a group of four or five active members of
the church in a certain locality. Thev have no churc!
local organization, they have none of the Melchezidec
priesthood, but they are required to "warn their neigh-
bors.” How shall they do it? Is there anvthing in oll
holy writ that forbids them mesting iogether to study
the word of God, a Sunday schocl or voung people's
society, if yvou please? No, Babvion did not start this,
but we do find that Timothy went to just such a school
conducted by o grondmother, and Poul found that
early instruction so valuable that he commended
Timothy on his good fortune, and found him o useful
associate.

I can right now think of o goedly number of present
flourishing local churches that had their actual begin-
ning in a Sunday school such as | have mentioned.
It has been where there were a very lew members.
These members started o Sunday School, they invited
their neighbors in, ond got them interesied in the
gospel. It mode an opening and when the mission-
aries were available a goodly number attended the
meetings and today there is o flourishing local church
there, THAT HAD ITS BEGINNING IN A SUNDAY
SCHOOL, and which perhaps never would have existed
if those first few sainis had not let their light shine, and
reached out and brought in others. Another instrument
that might be called "human' is the press, and a church
paper, yet | know where there is a local church, thaot
had iis beginning beccuse someone sent o package
wrapped in an old discarded church paper, to o friend
in that community. Something on this church paper
atiracted the attention of this friend, she '@Qd i, It ime
pressed her, and finding the address of the publisher on
the paper she wrote for literature, she read that, then
she sent tor the missionaries; they came and now there
is o live local there. Was any of this wrong, simply
because ng precedent for it is found in the script

Another phase of this question iz found in the
stand of the church iiself as to who may be members.
The age limit is eight vears, as a beginning. Many

children are not sufficiently alert to be re\qdy for bap-
tism even of eight years of age, so i thers is NO
CHURCH available to give instruction, {such as Timothy
had), end the parents them @} eg may not be sufficient-
Iy acqualnted with the gospel story io give the instruc-
tion, and 1 fully agree with vou that porents ARE
primarily the natural ieachers) then these children
MUST go uninstructed because it would be following
Babylon if a Sunday School or Young People’s Society
was start ,d to qzvg the needed insiruction? [ wish you
could see icft Sister Flint ard I saw in Wales with
this kind of work., They sure were o help
n fact, we found them absolutely neces-

)

to our wuork.
sary.

Your experience with a so-called state church or-

gomnizetion,” is an  entirely dﬁewm matter. 1 con
adily where the dongers you mention may ensue,

beccuse THAT tokes on the nature of a CHURCH or-
ganizafion.

Now in closing 1 will call vour aftention io the
very evident fact that there are ceréain things not in-

for the church io

Christ set up o distinctly spiritual
organization. He makes no reference to material things
as being o component part of the church work, vet he
did not condemn the system of tithing that was in vogue
in his day, and after the day of Pentecost, it seems
very evident that the material interests were expressly
in the hands of the Cfpﬂ”’iém, and *hqt nc»yf (*ne apostles)
soon found this work o burden, and "they,” not the Lord
said to the membership, oose you oul seven men
of good report, ull of the Holy Ghost qu‘ we, (not the

stituted v God that is "permissable”
do.  For instance,

Lord) may appoint tover this ku&am@ 5. Here the
church of Christ assumed io regulate their own maie-

ricl affairs. Was that wrong?  And in thot, the system
has not deayg been the same. In the Church of
Christ in our day we have had just one man whom we
dubbed « Bishop, to care for the financial interests of
the church. Then ot the time tremsferred over 1o the
Church of Christ they had three Bishops, or one bishop
md two counsellors. Later in ngw 1928 or 1929 they
decided $ would b -uul@ i have seven men
to lock after the fincnce s the apostles f—’uq
gested in Ierusc‘%ﬂ' SO we \dd L,,cn, and you know
as well a= I do ¢ 15 propens sity on the
part of some department
o componen
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So many Hmes we say we go oul 1o meet life, but
when we define life it is an animate substance and
force which is all around us and it depends on our-
selves how much that force effecis us by our reaction
o i, So with Mother's Day, if we give thanks for hav-
ing had the privilege of rearing and teaching the little
ones sent o our care and keeping we can feel we have
played o vital part in the drama of lite which will re-
dound to the glory of God our Creator.

When someone iold Jesus the Christ that his
mother wished o see him, he said, Who is my mother
and my sister and my brother? He recognized all hus-
man beings as being related to him through the God
within. But ot the time of the crucifixion he turmed to
John and asked him to waich over and care for his
mother. He remembered all the care and teaching
she had given him through his young ond tender
years and she was his mother in this human plane of
life,

May we all that are mothers feel glad and appre-
ciate the blessings that come to us on the coming
Mother's Day this vear, and not allow ourselves to be
sad and depressed beccuse of the war and iis attend-
ant evils. For we have been told to Uit up our heads
and rejoice when we see these things taking place for
we know our redemption draweth nigh.

1 h ave two boys in the service and one overseas.
And even though we lose our boys and girls in this ter-
rible conflict, we will for a time be sad and depressed,
it is true, but thev are still in the Lord's hands and ac-
cording to their faith go on and work cut their allotted
tasks.

As we look into the faces of begutiful flowers and
teel the influence of irees there is an awesomeness that
makes us feel our littleness and almost makes us airaid
to stemd in their presence. But we feel io give thanks
for an undersianding in a small way for these things.

MRS. MARCIA YATES.
7808 Clybourn Ave., Roscoe, Calif.
P
OBITUARY
Sister Hilda Postma

Sister Postma passed away on Wednesday, March
28, 1945, at Grand Rapids, Michigan, ot the age of
sixty years, five months and twenty-two days.

She was born October 8, 1884, ot Surhuisterveen,
Frieslond, Netherlemds. In her early life she, with her
parents who were members of the Utah Church came
to this country. Shortly after her arrival she met and
was married to Elder Wm. Postrna. To this union seven
children were born, six sons and one daughter. Ed-
ward, of North Dorr, Michigan; William Jr., of Dorr Cen-
ter, Michigan; Albert, of Grand Rapids, Michigan; Wes-
ley, of Midland, Michigan; John, who is in the U. S
Army somswhere in the Pacilic; Private Raymond
Postma, Camp Miles Standish, Massachusetts; and one
deughter, Mrs. Tom White, of New Salem, Michigan.
Fleven grandchildren; two brothers and three sisters.

She united with the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, and was baptized Jonuary

21, 1916, by Elder . F. Curtis, ot Independence, Mis-
souri.

In 1927, with her husband, Sister Postma trans-
ferred her membership to the Church of Christ, Temple
Lot

Sister Postma was held in high esieem by all who
knew her. She was o devoled wife ond mother. Her
home was always open to the missionories, and al-
though her illness caused her to suffer untold agonies
and pain, vet through it all she never complained. She
had no fear of death; said she was going home 1o be
with her Savior.

She will be sadly missed by «ll who knew her
best, The funeral services were held Saturday after-
noon, March 31, 1945, at the Hildreth Funeral Home,
Grandville, Michigan. Elder James Wilkinson preached
the sermon assisted by Elder John T. Reed. Interment
was in the Grandville, Michigan, Cemetery.

Calrm on the bosom of God
Fair spirit, rest thee nowl

F'en while with ours thy fooisteps trod,
His seal was on thy brow.

Dust to its narrow house beneathl
Soul to its place on highl

They that have seen thy lock in death
No more may fear to die.

Lone are the paths and sad the bowers
Whence thy dear smile is gone;
But oh! a brighter home than ours,
In heaven is now thine own.
Felicia Dorothea Hemans.

)
MOTHER

Did you ever go back during the summer to the
little old town where you lved as « boy? And did
vou softly open the old iron gate and wend your way
to vour mother's grave?

Did vou sit by the grave so dear, so far from the false
parade? Did the soft summer breezes sing through
the lone pine « sad requiem? And as you softly closed
the old iron gaie again, did vour hand cling o the rusty
latch while vou tried to see through tears—tears from
o heart that had older grown; tears that told of emo-
Hiong that tugged at your very soul?

The most becutifully imogined, the most exquis-
itely expressed sentiment—working that I can conceive,
com compose with the memory of my mother's mo-
fionless marble hands—hands that once held my heart
in their hollow; hands that once bathed my fevered
brow: honds that sent hope to me when all else had
fled; hoands that peinted to heaven while she prayed
so earnesily, so devoutly for me when I needed more
than earth’s mercy.

Mothers never die. They live in our memory
while they rest under the violet mound.
F. D. Van Amburgh, in By the Side of the Road.”
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