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The Peace of Prayer

There is a place where | delight o go;
A place of peace where tranquil waters flow;
Where comes no fear, nor any shade of care;

Where oll is rest—it iz the place of prayer.

There ig a place than oll besides more sweet,
Where Heaven's balm and earth’'s deep somrow meel;
Where healing streams flow fresh and full ond fair;

Where longing hearte find Christ—the place of prayer.

There is a place where nought but joy is known,
Where Christ holds sweet communion with His own;
My burdens fall and lie forgotten there,

When | mest Jesus—in the place of prayer.

—F. Mcrgaret Clarkson.
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Editorial
WHAT WE BELIEVE, Continued

In. our last we published the Articles of Faith
arid Practice of the Church of Christ, together with' &
brief onalysis of some of the arlicles,

We. wish 1o moke it clear that these socdlled
articles of faith are in no sense’ o creed, nor set form
of -doclrine; - They are merely an oulline of funda-
mentdl scriptural teachings, ond are, by né meons;
ALL that we accept as truth. - In fact we say thot "OUR
CREED is ALL TRUTH" :

This being true, "what we believe must conform
in every poriicular with the wrillen word of God s
found in scripture. In short, we claim that there has
been o complete restoration of the gospel, and in which
restoration the Church of Christ foshioned -after: the
pattern given in the New Testament is again exiomi
upon the ecrth, and thot # olso come in conférmity
with the provisions made in the seriptures for such o
restoration.

For instemce, when Christ instructed his apostles
gs found in the 24th chapter of Maithew concerning

the time of the end and his second coming, cmeng

other things, in the 14th verse he says, “And this gos
pel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world
for g witness and then shall the end coms.”

And since nowhere in the Bible is there a promise
that the .gospel of the kingdom then being preached
would continue in on unbroken line from that time un-
fil now or the end of the world, it would require o com-

__ plete restoration for that statement of Christ to have

any mecning. -In fact, the Bible plainly cmnounces &
complets opostasy or overthrow of the ¢hurch as # was
_ constructed by the Christ and his apostles: A con-
crete example of this fact may be found in the scrip-
tures themselves. All will agree that the entire New

Testament was o prodict of the gospel being preached

d the church being established by the Christ In
had there been no Church of Christ there would
been no New Testament.
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last book of the Bible was written only cbout one hun
dred years aiter Christ So, cecording 1o that, some.
thing must have happened to the church built by the
Christ, else there would have been o confinuction of
the scriptures that the church, when functioning as God
intended, would produce. The only thing thai could
have happened would have been that the church no
longer desired to have the divine direction of Almichty
God, but would set up humon feachers o foke the
place ‘of divine direction, tmd that is  precisely whet
the prophets of the New Testoment foresaw and re

corded as being the faie that would overtoke the beoutlh:

ful Church of Christ os fashioned by ‘him cnd built
upon the rock of divine knowledge of the divinity of
Chirist received by revelation from God {as indicated
in Christ's stolement in Moithew 16:13-18, when com-
mending Peter for his decloration that Jesus weas the

Christ, the Son of the living God, He shows that the

rock upon which he was about fo build his church
was the rock of the knowledge that he was the Christ,
recelved by revelation from God, such ‘as Peter then
demonsirated.) In fact, that rock of revealed Futh con-
ceming Christ must ever be the rock upon which
Christ's church is builded, and the New Testoment

-scriptures, as-a produet: of that' church ‘ond gospel,

proves this stalement. And the only conclusion we
could pogsibly crrive ot when we zee revelation fom
God cease, and the church no longer functioning as
in New Tesloment Himes, is thot the church itself has
become apostate.  As dlready siated, the New Testa-
ment prophets themselves so 1mderstood the mctter,
as witness this sialement by the Aposile Paul in Acts
20:28-30, "Tuke heed therefore unto yourselves and fo
all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, o feed the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own blood.  For I know this,
thot after my departinq shall ortevous wolves enler in
among you, not gparing the flock Also OF YOUR
OWN SELVES, shall men orise, speakmg perverse
things fo draw away disciples after them.” (Emphasis
mine Bl C. F) Whet could be ploiner thon this i sup-

port of whot T have said? '

No wonder God could no longer direct his church
when it was so evident that from omong its own minis
try there would be departure: No ‘wondser revelation
from God to the church ceased so soon after its esicb-
lishment. All of which mokes very clear that if “thie
gospel of the kingdom sholl ' be precched 40 all the
world for g witness,” before Christ should come again,
it would require a complete restoration to bring a:boui ‘
that state of affairs.

There is, however, even stronger seriptural evi
dence of this departure or falling away, than that
given cbove. " In 2 Thessclonions 2:14, Poul even
gives details of the type of leadership that would be
responsible for the fglling away. He savs: "Now we
beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and by our gothering together unio him, the

'ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be froubled, neither

by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as t
the day of Christ is af hond. let no mom deceive vo
by anvy means; lor that day shall not come, exc
there come a fc:iﬁng away first, and that mom ‘
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be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and
_ excalieth himself above all that is called God or that is

worshipped: so that he as God sitteth in the temple of
God showing himself that he is God.” 8

Certainly such human-usurped leadership as n-
dicated in the above scripture would cause the church
1o completely pass out from under the directing influ-
cnce of Almighty God. And discontinued revelation
ond scripture such as had been had from the time that
_ Christ built his church upon the rock of God's revealed
truth that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living
 God would be the outstanding evidence of such de-
parture. The changed form in which we find the
church, in organization and otherwise, subsequent to
New Testament times proves this departure to have
iaken place:

On the other hand the statemnent of Christ that
“THIS GOSPEL of the kingdom should be preached in
all the world as witness unto all nations and then shall
the end come,” shows conclusively that there would
be some provision made for THIS gospel to again be
had among men. The great reformers such as Luther,
Wesley, Knox, Calvin, Roger Williams and others, all

 acknowledge the great apostasy to have iaken place
both in their sermons and in their writings. They also
" looked for a complete restoration of the gospel in its
primitive power and becuty, with all of the gifts and
blessings that accomponied it before it went info
apostosy. . Just en example or two in sermon 71; John
Wesley savs this, "The times which we have reason
1o believe are at hand, (if they have not already be-
qun,) are what many pious men have termed the Tat-
ter day glory’ And vet the wise men of the
world, the men of eminence, the men of learning ond
renown, connot imagine what we meon by tolking of
any extraordinary work of Godl  They cannot discern
the signs of these times! They can see no signs ot
all of God's arising to maintain his own cause, and

set up his kingdom over the earth.” What did Wesley -

see but o complete restoration, when God would set

up His kingdom cnmew? Was this what Christ also saw,

when he said, “this gospel of the kingdom shall be
; preached,” before the end?

But we will notice another. Roger Willioms,
founder of the Baptist church in America, goes even
farther. Hear him, “In the poor span of my life 1 de-
sired to have been a diligent and consicmi observer,
and have been myself many ways engaged in city; in
covniry, in court, in schools, in universities; in churches,
in Old end New England and yet cannot, in the holy
presence of God bring in the results of a scisfying dis-
covery that either the begetting minisiry of the apostles
or messengers to the nations, or the feeding and

nourishing ministry of pastors and teachers, according
to the first institution of the Lord Jesus, is vet restored
and exiont the apostasy of Antichrist hath so

. fer corrupted dll that there con be no.recovery out of
_ that apostasy till Christ shall send forth new Apostles

_to plant churches emew.” Prophetic Times, Vol 2, b,
144 (Emphosis mine B. €. F)

Could anything be clearer than the vision these
se good men of God had of what was to be AFTER
asy or falling away? Roger Willioms, by his
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siatements, very evidently KNEW what the FIRST in-
stitution of the Lord Jesus was like, because he divides
it into the "begetting ministry of apostles and mes-
sengers,” ond the "feeding ond nourishing minisiry of
pastors and teachers,” which dll must agree were
characteristics of that “first” institution, and that “first”
institution was spiritually alive ond God spoke to it
as witness the New Testament scriptures.

Very well, in view of all of the above, is there any
scriptures that tells us how the night of dork ages of
apostasy is 10 be broken, and how “THIS gospel of the
kingdom' is to again be brought to earth?” - Revela-
tions 14:6-7 reads as follows:. “And I saw cnother
angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue emd people.
Saying with o loud voice, Fear God, and give glory
to him; for the hour of his judgment is come.” Does
this need slaborate analysis?  The gospel and Church
of Christ was on earth in New Testament times. The
gospel cnd the church was to go into an apostasy,
through departure and folling awoy as already noted,
ond now an angel is “to fly in the midst of heaven
having the everlasting gospel,” to preach to men on
earth. Is emything lacking in the picture? But hold!

Since this is the ONLY statement in the whole Bible

thet tells us how the gospel is o be returned to earth,
whert about the claims of those so-called preachers of

" the gospel today, who do not believe that emgels make

their appearance on the earth in this day? Is it oy
wonder that their man-made churches do not measure

- up to the New Testament standard? No, the anael sent

gospel will be identical to that which Christ precched,
emnd the resultant church will also be identical, with
apostles, prophets, efc., as marks of identification.

The great reformers are also on record with en-
dorsement of this idea as wilness the following from
Sir Isaac Newton. He.says, "About the time of theend,
in-all probability, a body of men will rise up, who will
turn their attention to the prophecies, and insist upon
their literal interpretation in the midst of much clamor
ond opposition.” Totten's Our Race News Leailet, No.
90, pp 375, 326, ~

Continuing he says: "There must be a stone cut out
of ‘& mountain without hands before it com fall upon
the toes of the image ond become o great mouniain
and §11 the earth, (The image of Daniel 2, B. C. F) An
angel must fly through the midst of heaven with the
everlasting  gospel to preach to dll nations belore
Babylon falls and the Son of Man reaps his horvest.
Observations on . the Prophecies, pp 250, 251

Thus we see the demand for a complete restoration
of the gospel and the reestablishment of the Chureh of
Christ, both from the scriptures and from the work of
the great reformers. ‘

Here is further light on the interprefation of Revela-
tion 14:6. 7. as given by Bible students, It is evident
that this does not refer to the first publication of the
gospel by the apostles; because it immedictely pre
cedes the execution of judgment upon the kingdom of
the beast. But it is o publication of the aospel D
paratory to the fall of mystic Babylon. It must, th
{ore, sionify some remorkable spreading of e k
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edge of the gospel at the latter end of the reign of
Antichrist. It is called "the everlasting gospel” io sig-
nify that it is a glorious revelation from the Eternal
God.” Langdon’s Observations, pp 192, 193.

Again: "And this may perhaps be the event de-
scribed in Revelations 14:6, 7, of an angel flying in
the midst of heaven having the everlasting gospel to
preach to them that dwell on the sarth. Some such
sensible renewal of divine interposition seems indeed
to be wanting to revive real religiocus impressions in the
world where, in generdal, religion is degenerated to a
mere unimpressive nome ond form.” BRev. Jamss
Brown, on Revelations, p. 95.

Hence in all of the above it seems clear that when
we talk about “"what we believe,” the stondard iz al-
ready set for us, and we should do ocur utmost to be in
full accord with the divine patiern; otherwise “what

we believe” matters little.
B, C. FLINT.

O

IN THE FIELD

Most of the church realizes that our membership
in the various fields are often found in small isolated
groups here and there, and generally without regular
pastors. This condition hinders these various groups
from having regular services, and increases their feel-
ing of loneliness. However, in spite of this foct, we
often find them solidly sincers in their faith, and
anxious for the final redemption of Zion.

Because of the above fact, and the further foct that
under these conditions the only services that these faith-
ful saints enjoy, are those made possible by the occas-
ional visit of the missionary, we left home the early part
of February and went intoc our field. We went by train,
first 1o Milwaukee, Wisconsin where we have the two
families of the Hunholz' and Hutchinsons, together with
Sister Mager and Sister Arledgla Johnson. Sister Amvy
Gould also lives in Milwaukeebut we were undble 1o
contact her.

We gave these good saints two Sundays of service,
visiting adjacent localities in the interim. In this way
we called on our two sisters, Sister Hazel Kovack and
her son "Buddy,” and Sister Wilma Youngs in Racine.
These fine folks are firm in the luith, and Buddy has
recetved a wonderful blessing through administration
and the prayers of the saints, he being the voung
brother that was stricken last fall while we were in that
part of the field, and pravers were asked through the
Advocate for his recovery. Neither Sister Kovack nor
Sister Youngs husbands are members of the church,
butare fine upstanding gentlemen, and show the mis-
storiary every kindness and support, and our prayer is
that they will ulimately be numbered with us.

While in that vicinity we attended the funeral of
our liftle niece in Evansville, the doughter of Brother
Richard Grasshofl, and mentioned in this issue in the
~obltuary department. We also called on our children
in the flesh ot Madison, Wisconsin, and on out inito the
wegtern part of the state to Montfort, the home of the
Madthews and Davies. We found these dear folks firm
in the faith but they.are in such a scattered condition
_ that services were impracticable, especially with the

__whole state of Wisconsin blemketed with the heaviest
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snowliall that has been experienced in vears. As o re
sult of which travel anywhere in the state is difficull

From the southern part we went up info the cold
frozen northern part of the sitate, and where the snow
was the deepest we ever remember seeing it. At Block
River Falls, we have the Tuckers, Bowens, Muths, Bab-
cocks and Eddy's. We preached for them twice on
Sunday, but the attendance was small because even
while the service was in progress, there was a near
blizzard oulside, so we did not get to see all of our
members, the weather preventing some from attending
the services, and for the same regSon we were unable
to get o their homes, In «ll of these places our visit
was fruly welcomed, and we felt that the effort was

to all of our folks in these various localities.

From Black River Faolls, we went to Sparta, where
live the Brockmans ond the Marqueties, and their
voung daughter Evangeline, who had recently become
the proud mother of « fine little boy, whom we blessed
while there, the father being overseas. His name is J.
E. Smith, and we are sending him the Advocate:  In
Sparta we also visited our yvoung Sister Dorothy Wil-
son, whose husbond is also overseas, and who is em-
ploved in the Sidney Hotel in Spartc. We held one
service there in the Marquetie home.

This locality is so close to the Minnesota state line,
we responded to the invitation of Elder Thos. 5. Mdaley,
the pastor of the Church of Christ in Minneapolis, to
come over and preach o time or two for them, We en-
joved our visit with these fine sainis very much. There
are the Malevys, Spargos, Darbys, Hatchers, Greens,
Schindlers, Nasts and others. Of course, we felt very
much ot home among that group having lived among
therd for a fime prior to coming to Independence. Qur
attendance there was not large, but very responsive,
and we feel that good was done.

By the above it will be seen that we covered a very
large area on this trip, and in every place we feel that
the beautiful fellowship of the gospel and the Hes inci+
dent thereto, were strengthened by the association we
enjoved. In these trying times, we feel it doubly im-
poriant that this fellowship be intensified against the
time thoat we all realize ig so shortly upon us, when
the gospel will be the only refuge in the downiall of
nations who have forgotten God. In oll places visifed
we found homes with aching hearts because of loved
ones on the fHelds of baltle, and in one insiunce a
casualty, God's protecting hond seems generally to
be over the saints thus far.

B. C. FLINT,
0...’_....—-—-———-—‘

A NEW TRACT OUT :
The editor of the Advocate has had another tract
published, entitled "What About Israel.” The matier
contained in this tract “was published serially in the
Advocate some years ago, and there has come a very
persistent demand for it to appear i1 froct form, so we
have complied, and now have i ovallable, 1t s a
discussion of the,various nations of the ecrth, ond their
relationship to' anclent Israel, which under present
world conditions is of vitol interest. This tract is of the

same size os the other gospel fracts we have
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{ished, but is longer, being fifty-two pages and six chap-

_ lers.

Like oll of the other tracts [ have published, these
may be had for the cost of printing; 10 cents each or
$1:00 per dozen.

B. C. FLINT.

(Do
LETTERS, AND EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS

From a letter to Sister Flint from Sister Anna
Walker, of Newton, lowa, after telling of her love for the
work ond the Advocate, and wishing soon to hear the
gospel preached again, she tells of her daughter, Sister
Hanrietta, Tucker falling ond brecking her arm. Ws
solicit the prayers of the saints for these two splendid
gisters. -

Sister Edith Muth of Black River FPalls, Wisconsin,
writes that her son who was home on furlough ond left
the following morning certainly enjoved the sermon he
heard at the home of his parents, Sunday evening,
Februory 25. ‘This is the first restoration sermon he ever
heard, because last summer when his parents were
baptized he was in service. Sister Muth asks the
prayers of the saints in behalf of this boy because he
has been assigned to very hazardous scout duty in the
Pacific. These new saints are sincerely enjoying their
new found joy in Christ. .

1 Wounganol 8t. Caerphilly, Glam Wales.
Dear Brother and Sister Flint:

1 am enclosing some incidents which you may pub-
lish in the Advocate ¥ you think i wise to do so. 1
hope you had my letter which I wrote to you after
vigiting the folks at Tonyrefail.

They all intend 1o stand by the Church of Christ.
. I received the two bundles of Advocates. | hope
to hear from you soon. [ remain,

Your brother,

ELDER JAMES EVANS.
Ediior's Note:

This letter perhaps was not intended for publica-
tion, but we feel that the saints will be very glad to
lecrn that Brother John G. Jenkins' defection has not
materially hindered the work over there, so we ask
your pardon, Brother Evans, for giving this nice letfter
to the saints.

S S

BROTHER JAMES EVANS WRITES OF HIS
EXPERIENCES

Throughout my life 1 have been religiously in-
clined, and always associated with o church. 1 was
interested in the Bible, and two other bocks that inter-
ested me much was Bunyon's Pilgrims Progress, and
the Life of Billy Bray.

1 became a Sunday School teacher and I studied
other subjects such as Phrenology, Telepathy, Music,
and ultimately Spiiiu aligm,ona PSYC}IO}OC,}Y. Atter-
wardes 1 had o desire for ¢ personal knowledge of God,
but all of the books I read were dealing with the past
ond not of the present dav.. 1 wished o know what
God was doinig in miyv generation, but there seemed to
__be vo onswer to this guestion,

1 aof morried and soon affer came in contact with

two elders of the Reorganized church ot Nantyglo, and
right here my desire for « personal knowledge was ob-
iained, Their docirine and festimony was the best
news | had ever heard. 1 read the Voice of Warning;
which was o mine of information. I was delighted. 1
had found the“pearl of great price. [ was baptized
March 25, 1898.

1 thought my friends would be glad to hear my
story, but instead I received bitter hatred and opposi-
tion. The news went like o forest fire and before long
1 had an army of enemiss. My wile was greatly stirred
and our home became very unpleasant and 1 becams
very dejected, but here I had a wonderful manifesta-
tion. It seemed that I was standing in my garden feel
ing very downhearted, when the spirit of God came
upon me in great power and suddenly I sow an inci-
dent in the life of Christ. I sow him coming towards
me and o great crowd was following him. There was
a terrible uproar. They were loughing and roaring
and doing their best to shame him, but Jesus walked in
front with a calm but sad countenance. [ heard a voice
saying: “Behold and see if there be any sorrow like
unto His sorrow?”  The vision passed awoay and [ saw
1 was on my knees with tears flowing down my cheeks.
1 was greatly comforted. My next vision was in o
prayer meeting at Nantyglo. While in the meeting 1
had cnother great blessing and I saw my little home
and my wife putting the first baby we had in the cradle
and I saw the spirit like o glow of fire hovering around
her and tears were flowing down her cheeks. - I looked
at the clock ond it wag 3 o m. After the mesting 1
went home and I sow that my wife had been weeping
and she confessed to me that the vision was correct,
and she was sorry for her behavior. That was the end
of our froubles. She was baptized soon after.

At cnother Hime 1 hod o vision in which 1 was per-
mitted to see hell. There is a general impression that
hell is a pit of fire. Others believe it is a place for re-
formaticn.  But from what I scw 1 will allow you:to
draw your own conclusion. From what I saw, I connot
concelve the idea that any soul could endure for any
great lenath of time without crying out for deliverance.

- 1 seemed to be walking with a companion in the church

along o narrow path. 1 walked in front and it seemed
a barren wilderness without any habitation and with-
out trees, birds, or vegetation. There was a terrible
loneliness cmd absence of noise. After walking a lit-
tle while [ discovered the sister, who was my compan-
ion, had deserted me and I looked backward and
around me ond then I saw the terrible pit, and this
sister with her back turned towards the pit. [ fried to
draw her attention to her danger but all in vain, She
stood there like o statue. I began to feel o terrifying
influence coming over me and 1 began to tremble from
head to foot. My testh were gnashing each other, then
1 heard o voice in ringing fones, "Run for your life,”
and T did. The pit seemed to be about a mile in cir-
curmnference. Some vears later | had another vision in
which I saw the pit.  This time I was on the sdge of
it looking down into the darkness and I heard the voice
of « brother 1 had baptized. He had lived a dishonest
life, end had died from an occident just o few weeks

{Continued on page 63)
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The Standard Bearers

~In lieu of the regular “Stories of the Restoration,”
for the Young People’s Department we are substituling
the following very splendid contribution submitted by
Sister Bert Krause, of Vesta, Minnesotc

We certainly appreciate this beautitul presentation
of gospel principles for the benefit of our young folks.
Come again Sister Krause. You will always be wel-
come.

. THE EDITOR.

Ty © wcnran)
SOME THOUGHTS ON CHRIST AND HIS TEACHINGS

Persecitions followed Christ from the time of his
birth, Herod first sought his life o prevent his be-
coming king. -~ For the safety of Jesus, Joseph took
Jesus and his mother and fled into Egypt, there to re-
main until the death of Herod:

On the .retumn from Egvpt, efter Herod's death,
Joseph settled in Nazareth, where Jesus spent his early
years.

Now lohn, o cousin of Jesus, came preaching re-
pentance and baptizing in Jorden they, the baptized,

received o remission of their sins.

At this time Iohn rebuked the high officers - of
the church. Sadducees ond Pharisess, because  they
evidently were not in accord with the gospel teachings.
He called them o generation of Vipers.

John announced that he baptized with water when
they repented, but said that he who would follow him,
mecming Jesus, would baptize with the Holy Ghost and
with fire. ~ ;

Now what did "baptize’ meon in those times? The
Creck word Boptize meomt to dip, immerse, bury or
cover up. Why do we know this?  Turn to Romans
6:3, 4 where it says: Therefore are we buried with
him in Boptism into death, and raised up by the glory
of the father, and we should walk in newness of life

Also in Colossions 2:12 it says buried with Him in bop-
tism, therefore we are risen with Him through the faith

and opération of God.

To prove this is not o spiritual baptism only we
st wirn 1o John 3:23 where it says John was bopliz-
_ing in Aenon near to Salem because there was much
water there and (people) come and were baptized.
John had not said he baptized with the Holy Ghost,
But said that he that cometh after me, baptizeth with the
Holy Ghost and with fire.

This was o new dochrine of the churches in those
days os they had not practiced it and it was cousing
areat concern among the divines of those days.

As Jesus arew older and began his ministry, he

_ did moany things which these learned people did not
like, and they found foult with «ll of Jesus' acis emd
teachings. They caused his followers to be imprisoned
and some were killed. :

This was the beginning of the persecution of the
church as dll believers were affected. Jesus was not
 backward in telling people, especidlly those doclors

of law, Sadducees and Pharasees, who were the rulers
in the government, of their faults and they therefore
sought to kill him because their hearts were evil in-
stead of good. :

I think it would be the same way today if we find
tecchers who do not teach the sayings as Jesus taught,
and iy to tell them where they are wrong, that they
would be very cngry with us. This evil influence is
always led by the Devil whether in Christ's time or be-
fore, or citer, :

Persecution at this time grew hotter and hotter un-
#1 Christ and mony of his followers faced death at the
hands of their persecutors.

In Christ's orgomization of his church, he chose

twelve of his disciples which he called apostles and

sent themn out to do a great work for him. He ordained
them-—that is, he laid his hands on them and in so do-
ing prayed for them and gave them cuthority to do o
work for him. He said, "Go you into all the world and
preach my gospel to every creature. He who believes
and is baptized shall be saved, who does not believe
shall be domned.”

We study this commission ond we have "My
gospel.”  We now ask what my gospel is? In He-
brews 6:1we have the principles of this doctrine enu-
merated. They are repentence, faith toward God, bap-
tisms (1 water, 2 Spirit) laying on of honds, resurrection
of the dead and Fierna! Judgment. - Who should hear
these principles—this doctrine? Why, every creature.

In the last chapter of Mark the seventeenth verse,
it says: These signs will follow the believer—not may
follow, but will follow. In my name they shall cast out
devils, they shall speck with new tongues, they shall
take up serpants, and if they drink any deadly thing,
it shall not hurt them, they shall lay hands on the sick
cnd they shall recover.

Thus the power to do miracles Christ bestowed
upon his disciples before he went into heaven. As long
as his disciples were true to their calling, these bless-
ings would follow. We have no case where they were
taken away so long as they lived pure lives in Christ.

Persecutions followed, however greater than ever
becouse these "would be'” servants of God; saw the
nevwr order ‘gaining in numbers’ so rapidly that they
wished to destroy it aliogether.

FPollowers had 1o worship secretly in order to wor-
ship at all. Many were imprisoned and killed.

We have the lile of Sanil, belore his conversion,
how he went into houses ond imprisoned so many,
Now Saul was a learned man—high up in knowledge
of the religion. of the: Jews ond had oreat influence

among the people. His course was very disastrous
tha ohurch of Christ vet he believed he wos doing
God's will, because his learming wos corrupt since the
teoching of the church ond sicle was evil.

When God appeared unto Saul, he showed

such « manner that could not be disputed that
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wrong in the cction aqc{mst the Christicms.  He ap-
peared unto Saul in the road as Soul wos on his way
o Dmascas God said, "Scal, Soul, why persecutist
thou me.
told what he must do.  He ot once repented of his evil
deeds and did s he was commanded. After his bop-
tism, Scaul or Paul as he was ofterwards known, began
teaching this very docirine he was trying to overthrow.
Now he became the persecuted instead of the perse-
cutor: He had to fles from city to city and province o
province, yet he preached Christ and Christ's docirine,

In one of Christ's sermons he suid to his disciples:
“In olden times people were told not to kill, but his
doctrine was that who was even angry with his brother,
without cause, was in danger of the judgment. We
ought not to think evil toward any one—in other words
we mist love ‘our nelghbor as ourselves. - We must al-
werys have love, Taith ond charity.

Wawere commemnded not to kill.
we oite David,  David wanted to build o house to the
Lord, but God said that David could not build the
house a8 he hod shed blood but his son Solomon
sheould build the femple.

Crar two oredt commandments are Love the Loz‘d
thy God with ol thy might—and thy neighbor as thy-
ealt 1 we love one another, we become as little chil-
dren, ¢s they are without sin. - Christ sqid 8o hony
fimes unless we were pure as little children, we could
not enter into God's heme Mat. 18:3. 19:14. 1 John
2:12. .
He liked Eﬁﬂe children ond said, "Let them come
unto me.” " He tosk thém in his crms and blegsed thern,
Mat 19:3, Mark 10:13, 16, Luke 18:15. Nowhere does
it say that Jesus baptized them. They were pure and
when he blest them “he put his honds on them. ond
prayed for them that God would watch over them and
keep them from evil. Whern they were old enough 1o
krow good from evil they were then to be baptized.

L

THE CHEISTIRN ENSIGN ORGANIZATION

Lost summer, we, of the Ava, Missourl, branch of
the Church of Christ begon holding Sunday evening
mectngs.  We called it o young people’s mesting ol
though everyone present was welcome 1o toke port

A leader was chosen for each Sunday evening,
and this leader arromaed o program ond appointed
sormecne to ke charge of the lesson as the iaﬁar part
of the program.

Everyone enjoyed thess mestings so much that we
decided to organize.  So on the last night of the old
' yeor we held a business meeting. This meeting was
in charae of Flder Archie Bell, with Sister Mytl Lee
Smitth acting as secretary.

We formed on orgonization o Which we gave the
narne: The Christiom Ensign Orgonization.”  The of-
ficers in this oraanization ore os follows: A chalrmon
to select the leaders for.e Sunday evening 7
_ clsesr on ossistont choltmion; g secrelary; o regsurer;

ond o reporter to Zion's Advocate :
Business mieetings ore lo be held twice o vear,
 lost Sunday in June and the last Sunday in Decem-

‘Senil wes blinded by the presenice and was -

As an instance -

The chorister, picmist, librarion and teacher are fo
be appointed by the leader who may be i charge ot
ecich Sunday's exercises:  Time of meeting; § p. m.

The reqular officers elected were: Elder Archie
Bell, Chairman; Elder Eugene Gould, Assistant Chair-
moem; Sister Myrl Lee Smith, Secretary and Treasurer;
and Sister Alice Bell, Reporter.

There were twenty-three charter members. Any-
one can qualify for membership by attending three
meetings in succession. We hope that all church mem-
bers will be able to attend as reqularly as possibie.

ALICE BELL, Reporter.

T S,

A THOUGHT AS TO ANGELS AND THEIR WINGS
By Mrs. Bert Krause

God crected mon in his own imoage,  An image is
o lkeness.  Thet i, moan is built like God.  Christ
Tesus was a child of God." A child has all paris us a
parent. When he was here upon earth he was man.
When he died he still had the body of man. Alter his
fesurrection man's body was still with him, He as-
cended into heaven as he walked ond talked with his
disciples. He had no wings. He waos token into
hegven without wings: We find no place in scriphue
where he ever grew wings, yvet man foday has conceiv-
ed likeness, to be, with full grown wings. How can
man's mind become 80 warped that he can consclen-
fiously teach that Christ had wings. .

Angels also have wings pictured. Now con we
really believe angels have wings? Heb. 12:23. Angels
are the spirits of just men made perfect. Now if angels
are spirits of men, how con we presume that they
should have  grown wings “when  Christ himsell oo
cended into heaven without wings?  Dan. 8:16 says he
saw one having the appearance of o mon who proved
16 be the angel Gabriel. H they appeared s men then
why the wings? ‘

Sure we have it scrid that they Hew through thei'
midst of heaven. Con thig idea of fly not mean—fo go
swiftly’ instead of go with wings?

We-do have a ploce where the bible speaks of ihe
seraphim having wings. - Iscich 6:2. They have six
wings. These are obove the throne of God. Two

cover their fdce; two the feet, and the other two, they
did fly.

Arncther place we find the cherubim had wings %ut

“what did they look.like in their faces?  Exodus 25:18.

They were placed on the mercy seat inthe temple
Ezek. 41118 says every chenib had two foces; foce of
maon on one side and the face of a lion on the other.

In Ezekial's vision chapter ten, each chernub ha{i,
four faces, a man and o lion on one side and on the
other that of an ox and cn eagle. These had four wings
each.” Should we associate mon or angels with Eh%se
crectures?

We find other insionces of anqels having zxm:xge ‘
of man as when Jacob wrestled with one ond ihowqhi
he was wrestling with o mon.

1 find no place where it says Jesus or hzs cmqaiﬁ
ever hod wings.
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Original Articles

We solicit articles for this department writlen in on offirmative monner.

An affirmative article is

one in which a premise is established, and evidences presented to support that premise. In all confrov-
ersial articles, contributors will be required to observe the rules of decorum established by parliomentary
rules governing deliberative assemblies.

SOCIAL SECURITY
By ]. E. Bozarth

Reprinted by request, from Advocate of July, 1936

If there is one thing above another thal people
waont today it is security, safety and freedom from fear.
The world war and the greaf depression have thrown
an awlul fear in the world. Jitters is the most common
disease, and it has coused hundreds of other ills in
its train. At present Americans can feel the breeze of
war again, and they are desperately afraid of eco-
nomic catastrophe. From past experience they have
reason to be. Rising out o this situation are culis of
fering a panacea-for iis ills. All agree that i we con
insure against sickness, unemployment and old age,
we con banish our fears. There is the Ulopian Socisty
hatched in sunny Cdlifornia, which gets its name from
Sir Thomas More's visionary islond with o perfect
government and economic system. Utopia meonsg no
place. It may be just around the corner, but we {ail io
see its form. Thelr parable likens our present svstem
to o hungry man on the ouiside locking in through the
parie of o show window filled with foodstuffs. Inside is
copital; outside is labor. The pone of glass is the profit
systerri. Remove the pane, or [ would say pain, and «ll
will share alike. They promise no work and ten percent
extra in wages o all persens over forty-five vears old.
To allay anv suspiclon of communism thev recite the
United States Constitution and flaunt Old Glory. They
réport 600,000 members in onmd about Los Angeles.
Upton Sinclair's "E-P-I-C” plon which went the way of
the grapevine twist, painted a picture of fifty dollars a
month for the sick, aged and widows, idle lond and
factories put fo work; londs cnd large incomes itaxed
heavily to support the less favored.

The "Townsend Plon” arranges for two hundred
dollars o month pension to oll persons over sixty. This
is supposed 1o glve jobs to ien million unemployed.
This would raise buying power_and create markets,
rase wages, and go on gloriously. 1 would like fo
mention others with their plons but space will not per-
mit.” Any and all of these schemes, however, practical
or impractical as they may look, are doomed to ulter
failure because they refuse to take into account the
selfishness and greed of human nature.

It is ol booked for a fall. There can be no social
security untl human hearis approach perfection as it
igrinour Lord Jesus Christ. - So I state without fear of
successtul proof to the contrary, that unless God's plan
of gocial security is adopted, there com be no economic
safety. I all men, or' 1 should say &l people, would
turn to God and pay o tenth of their income o the work
of God on earth; and give oferings fo help the needy
and support the missionaries in'the fisld, their families

in their homes and thus secure God's material blessing
to the extent that "there shall not be room encugh fo
receive it,” all our finomcial woss would be ot ar end.
And hundreds and thousonds of Goddearing people
would heor the glad message of salvation ond ol
would be well provided for and have no fear of ihe
future. They would be laying up freasures in heaven
ond get dividends here on earth.

Away back in the eighth chapter of Genesis, the
last verse is one of God's first and blessed promises
which he foithfully keeps as he does oll others. It is
this; "While the ecrth remains, seediime and har-
vest, and cold ond heat, and summer and winter, and
day and night shall not cease.” Isn't that o wonderful
promise? How thankful we oll ought to be asg in the
midst of another harvest season we shall be reaping
and storing away ripened crops. Surely God is good
and faithful and true and crowns the vears with His,
goodness. He is the source of all good.things, and
every ripened fruil and grain,-ond everv becwutiful,
fragrant flower revedls him to us. Blessed be our good,
faithful Heavenly Father.

What shall we do with all the good things that God
is giving us in this another summertims? Seems o me
I hear the voice of Nehemiah still echoing across the
centuries saying in his eighth chopler and tenth verse:
"Go your way, eat the {of, and drink the sweet, and
send portions unio him for whom nothing is prepared.”
Listen, brother and sister! When one leaves home ond
loved ones, cuts himsslf loose from all possibilty of
livelihood, he is wholly on the mercies of God and the
people. He tears himsell from his wile and children,
from all domestic bliss, to fraverse mountain, plain and
seas to bless his fellow man. Those who have not
made this sacrilice scarce can tell the blessedness of
home. But if vour lot has thus been cast for God and
truth ond heaven, and vou willingly forscke ol o
spread the itruth, to build God's kingdom on the sarth,
and bless the race of men, keeping voursell from every
strain, pérforming well your part, vou've learned io
know the real worth of home. He who loocks with
pitying eve upon his suffering ones will not forget the
sacrifice made by his Iaithful sons, nor will his daugh-
fers he forget. A crown awaits them oll in that blessed
home of light and love. Yes, God would have us enjoy
the best of all good things, and aolso to send portions to
those unfortuncite ones for whom nothing is prepared.
And many such there are—while we have o enjoy-eand

to spare. The sharing of a good thing is the best enjoy.

ment of it

I belisve the best wav to shore is 1o bring good por
tions of the value of our crops dand sconings ond place
them in the Lord's homds, ond et Him tramsfer ond uge
thern as helps in brecking the bread of life to the
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bunary who have never vet igsted, and whose hcmds
thed took the five small loaves and two fishes cdn also
iake our gifts and bless and breck them o thousands,
sven millions. Such would be a Lake of Galilee life,
sver receiving and giving and thereby always staying
sweest ond pure and beautiful, while down yonder the
Dead Sea, which is always receiving and never giv-
ing, is, quiie true to its name—DEAD.

"Freely ve have received, freely give,” is another
voice echoing down to us across the centuries. And
thereby we are not only expressing thanksgiving but
also in character become more like the giver of all
good.

On the last page of the Old Testament is another
“precious promise shining like o precious nugget and
wredting for memy more to claim it I is Malachi 3:10,
“Bring ve the whole tithe into the storehouse that there
may be food in my house, and prove me herewith,
saith Jehovah of host, if I will not open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out & blessing, that there
shall riot be room enough to receive i.” Wonderful
are the promises of God. And one is just as true and
sure gs another when claimed.

In view of such most precious and sure promises we
really ought to be just as regular in giving to God, who
is the true owner, os we are o pay lo the government
the taxes on our property, and not to do so of neces-
sity, but of over bubbling thankfulness and cheerful-
negs cmd liberality. And He still loves a cheerful giver
ond will ever {aithfully bless.

May I say in conclusion with Edgar A, Guest:

Lord, help me 1o be patient with the small
Vexations and the cares of day;

Let me be willing when the shadows fall
To brave a little while the darkened way.

I will not spoil with words of discontent
- The laughter of another, or in rage
Fly into passion’s futile argument
And leave a blot of shame upon the page.

Perhaps I have not skill for greater things,
Nor are the heights of glory meant for me;

But with thé countless little hurts and stings
Surely more patient 1 can lsarn io be.

I would be brave through all that 1 must meet,
With petty cares I'd do the best T can,

But whether mine the victory or defeat
Lord, let me know I‘VQ battled s o man.

JESUS' COMMISSION TO THE APQSTLES AND
SEVENTIES
By Elder Willard Graves, in
FIRST, No Purse, No Scrip.
Matthew 10:8-11 "Freely ve have received, ifresly
given. - Provide neither gold; nor- silver, nor brass in

AN Truth.”

vour purses; nor scrip for your journey, neither two

coals, neither shoes, nor vél stoves.”

Mark 58 9 "And commonded them that they
should ieke nothing for their iourney, save a sioff only;
_ nosanip, oo bread, no money in their purse, but be shod
Wzth scmdcﬂs, cnd pui not on two cools.”

Luke 9:3, "And he said unto them, toke nothing for
vour journey, neither staves, nor scrip, "ﬁelther breo:d
neither money, neither have two coats aplece.

Luke 10:4, "Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor
shoes.”

These passages of scripture have been quoted so
many times by our members as evidence that our mis-
sionaries should not receive a sclary for their labor in
the gospel. The money that their fomilies receive is
NOT for THEIR support, but for the support of their
families. Whatever the missionary receives from us
in person is their gllowance for their support. I this
is' true, then they are in harmony with the scripture
that Christ gave io his apostles and seventies when he
first sent them out- Nothing was given to them for the
support of their families, i they had one; and if this
be true, how are we io provide for their families pray
tell me? 1 belisve that the scripture tells us that: "He
that will not provide or his family ig worse than an in-
fidel.” Well, do we want infidels out representing the
Church of Christ?

Let us awaken fo our respensibilities in the chureh
and do our part as found in scriptures; and 1 am suré
we will see that our missionary's family is token care
of out of our financial blessings from God.

Some moy think that it is no sacrifice for the mis-
sionary himself to leave home and loved ones io go
out to tell the gospel story. If any of you think not, T
suggest that you try leaving home and loved ones, and
the comforts of these things and try (i for just one
month) and see what will be the resulis.

To my mind, when we tell our brethren of the mis-
sionary force that we are ready and willing to see that
their loved ones have the necessary things of this life,
they will gladly go out, and this is only our reasonable
service. Then we will be demonstrating the recl spirit
of Christ, and that we are willing to be our brother's
keeper and to follow the commondments given 1o us
by Christ and his apostles as found in the scriptures. -1
now wish io call yvour aftention to something else.

Equality.

Luke 14:33, “"So likewise, whosoever of vou forsake
not all that he hath, he connot be my disciple.”

Matthew 19:21.  "If thou wilt be perfect, go sell
that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have
frecsure in heaven, and come and follow me

Acts 2:44. "And oll %ncm‘ beheved were éothe;r)
and had oll things common.’

Acts 4:32, " And the multitude of them that believed
were of one heart and one soul; neither said any ol
them that cught of the things which he possessed wos
his own: but they had all things common.”

Ibid, verse 34, "Neither was there any among them
that lacked, for as mony as were possessors oflands
or houses sold them and broughi the prices of the
things that *were sold, (Verse 35) and laid them down
at the Apostles feet; and distribulion was roode unio
every mon cccording as he had need.”

2 Corinithians 8:3 "For io thelr power | bear record,
vea, and bevond their power they were willing of them-
selves, *

Verse 4, ''Prayving us with much enlieaty thot we
would reveive the gift and toke upon us the fellowshio
of the ministering fo the saints.”’
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Yerse 5."And this they did; not as‘ we hoped, but
first gave their ownselves to the Lord, and unto us by
the will of God.”

Verse 11, “"Now therslore perform the doing of it
that s there was o readiness-fo will, so there may be
a performance also out of that which ye have.

Verse 12. “For if there be first a willing mind, itis
accepted according to that a man hath, and not accord-
ing to that he hath not.

Verse 13, “For I mean niot that other men be eased,
and - ve burdensd.

Verse . 14. “But by an equality, that now. at this
time your abundance may be a supply for their want,
thett their abundance also may be & supply for your

Cwonts that there may be equality.”

2 Corinthicms 9:8. “But this say, He that soweth

sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which
“soweth bountifully shall recp alse bountifully.

Verse 7.  "Every man according as he purposeth
in his hedrt so let him give; not grudgingly; or of neces-
sity; for God loveth a cheerful giver.”

Matthew 10:10, "For the workmoan is worthy of his
meat.”

Luke 10:7, "And in the same hou secting
amnd drinking such things as they give: for the laborer
is Wcr%hy of his hire.”

Luke 22:35,-" And he said unio them, when I sent
you without purse and script, and shoes, lacked ye

remcin

__anything? And they said, Nothing.”

Verse 36, "Then said he uniod them, But now, he
thert hath o purse, 16t him toke it, and likewise his script:
and he thot hath no sword, let him sell bis garment,
eand buy one”

, 1 Timothy 5:18; "For the scriphires saith, - Thou
_ shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn, And,

_the laborer is worthy of his reward.”
In the light of these scriptures; i the brethren are

worthy of these things, then how about their families
ot home?  Why osk our missionary to leave home and
family without our financial support?  Or why ask them
16 exercise all the faith in us as to their just needs and
wemts being supplied by us without some means of
security.
: 1 don't think that ony mon engaged i missionary
work fears God, or doubts His power, but he ‘can be
o hittle doubtiul of mon ond his willingness 1o provide
for his foamily's just needs ond wants because of past
_experiences.  Why ask them to exercise ALL of the
{oith in God and His promises while we stay ot home
omd receive good pay, and have all of the comiorts
of home and loved ones, and bask in the sunlight of
God's goodness, without any special effort on our part
to shoare our brethren’s burdens?

Don't you think it much more Christlike o say io
our brethren that we are willing o share their respons-
ibilities by providing the financial needs of their loved
ones ond so it bom their minds those cares that they

may feel free o lot their minds and souls dwsll on
_telling the gospel story?

e m——————————— o S
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GOD’'S REVEALMENTS
"~ A Sermon by Elder Joseph Luff, in 1896.

The Book of Revelaiions, last chapler, eighieentn
and nineteenth verses: “For I tesiify unio every maon

that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book.

If any man shall add unto these things, God shall
‘add unto him the plagues that are written in this
book: and if any man shall take awoy from the words
of the book. of this prophecy, God shall toke cway
his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy
city and from the things which are writlen in this
beok.”

On last Sunday evening we sought by the help of
seriptural references orid of the spirit fumished, to
make the impression upon the minds of the hearers that
the church without the Divine Spirit within it was o8
useless for the Divine puipose oullined in the Book, o=
was the body of a man when separated from the spirit
that gave it life. We further sought to strengthen the
idea or thought that existonce of thislife, or the presence

“of this Spirit within the church was as easily discern-

dble as that of the human spirit within the Buman body.
In other words, that it had been as wisely ordained in
the one case ¢ in the other that in end through the

body the existence of that Spirit and the evidence of

its operation should be manifested. We made mention
of ‘some of the morks or signs by which life within the
body might be determined and incidently referred to
the revealments or indications by which life within the
so-called church might be recognized.

Tonight. we “ask’ you, in conlinuing. the same
thought fo turn for o moment in your mind to the siale-
ment made by the Apostle Pauyl when wriling 1o the
Clorinthiom saints, the 12th chapier of his first lefter, in
which he bears wiiness (of course confining his remarks
to those who were in fellowship with him in the church)
that, “No mon specking by the spirit of God calleth
Jesus accursed, and that no mon con say that Jesus

' is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost;” but he said, '"Ther

manifestation of the Spirit —evidently referring 1o the
Spirit of God or of Christ—"Is given fo every maon o
profit withal.”  That in order that they might be able to
understand or io appreciate this manifestation of the
operative Spirit wherever they come in contact with
it he gives them certain marks or signs of identifica-
tion; for he says, “'Unto one (of the members of the
body, whether that represented by the hand, or the eve,
or the adr, or the foot, or whatever other represeniaiive
of work or whatever other essential element in the body)
is given by this Spirit (this life imparting agent) the
word of wisdom: 1o another, the word of knowledus; to
another, faith: to another, prophecy: to another, spedk:
ing in tonguesi‘to omother, the interpretation of tongues;
to another, discerning of spirits; and to another,
miracles; and o cmothér, the gift of hedling.”  He fur
ther declares that oll of these gills are not given to one
individual, but that God hath distributed them among
the members of the church gs he himself hod plecsed:
so that all were not opestles emd all were not prophels:
all would not speck in tongues, but the men o whom
the aift of apostleship should be imparted should be-
comeé on aposile ond perform the functions of that of
fice: and the mon upon whom the giit of prophecy
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should rest would be recognizéd as.an essential mem-
ber in the body by the revealment of this power through
him: and so in regard 1o the specker in fongues.

Now, while people will admit in a general way the
correciness both“of our premises and the conclusions

based thereon, as set forth last Sunday evening; while
they will admit that the spirit/in this physical frame-
work, called “mem’’ is manifested by the power in him
o see or hear, or the power to move his limbs or by
the pulsation-of the heart, they are unwilling fo go into
details in the investigation of the claim made by
modern churches. They will admit that just as it is
with the human body without the spirit (it is dead) so
the church that is without the Spirit is also dead, and
that being dead it connot impart life to those becoming
members of it, any more than this dead physical frame-
work can iransmit o life that it does not possess; but
alter aoreeing thus far, they refuse to admit as o rule
that the evidences of this Divine life within the church
are as clearly manifested as are the evidences in the

human body. They will admit that while fifty vears’

‘ago, life, or the existerice of the spirit in the human
frame could only be determined by the same means
that are employed to determine it now; while the same
moanifestations by which that life was then discerned
are essential o discern the existence of life in that body
today; vet they declare that while Ged did act as Paul
said 1o the  Corinthicns—that he ordained = certain
maemifestations by which the existence of the Spirit or
the soul within the church; sighteen hundred years
ago could be easily discerned, vet we can determine
the existence of the Spirit within the churchicday with-
cut refererice 1o cny of these manifestations.  Thot is,
they virtually admniit that life may exist, that the Spirit
may be resident within the church, vet not one of these
memifestations that we have named be discerned by the
people—that there are other ways of determining its
presence.  We therefore, bring this testimony of the
Apostle Paul again to bear, in the way in which he
presented it. As the eye cannot say o the ear, T have
no need of you, that is, being-an eye and having power
to see, it cannot say the need of the ear is no longer
felt, for the body con' comprehend everything through
the medium of the eve, just as well as the body could
comprehend things with the assistonce of both theeye
and the ear, consequently the ear is not needed; or
the hemd could not say 1o the footl, I hove no need of
vou, for the hand has oblained the power by which
it com do all of the work of the hond and the foot o6,
and the work of o man can -be accomplished just as
effectuclly ond effectively wzthout the feet a8 with
them.

It the work of the feet could be done just as well
without the feet, and the work of the ears in the humon
body could be done just s well without the ears, then
God made o pitigble blunder when he put the feet or
ears into it. - The thought is that God distibuted these
 gifts or orgons in the body as it pleased him, and hav-
_ing once presented that body, giving it life thus per-

fected in the world he intended thot # should stond
s o perfect expression of dll the wisdom that he pos-
d at the time: therefore if God is unchangeable,
sent wisdom and purpose is as fully reflected

therein, as was his wisdom then. In Ecclesiastes, 3rd
chapter, 14th and 15th verses, we read, that’ “Wheatso-
aver God doeth it shall be forever; nothing con be put

“to it nor anything taken from it; and God doeth it that

men should fear before him. That which hath been is
now, and that which is to be hath already been, and
God requireth that-which is past.” The sense of it is
simply this; That God knew the necessity of toil, the
necessity of service in this life would be the same prac
tically o thousand years after the work of the creation

had been commenced as # was when the work did
commence; that which then was, would be and that
which was yet to be had already been; and God him-
self, in view of these changeless necessities in this
world, put himself on record. once for all. in ‘his etfort
to meet thot necessity.  Therefore, "What God has
done, it shall be forever, nothing com be put to it nor
anything taken from it For God to say today that
the. human body can as well exist and perform’ the
duties infended through it and by it without the use of
the ear, would simply be to reflect upon the wisdom
that he claimed as good when he first made it a part of
the body, for him to say today that man can walk just
as well without limbs and feet, would beto simply say
that he didn't know as much when he-put-them in the
body as he does now; hencs like o man, he has learned
by the experience he has gained and the mistakes he
has miade. Now, we cannot afford to believe that, and
if so, fthen turn to the cmnouncement made by the
Apostle Paul in writing to the Romans (Chapter 1 Verse
20) wherein he says that the "Invisable things of God
from the creation of the world are cleczrly seen, being
understocd by the things thot are made.” There are
some things that are spiritual and we connot put the
one beside the other and measure and determine in
regard 1o them from actual sight, but when such is the
case, God by the Divine Spirit that he promised to his
followers, will so influence these five senses of ours
that when they rest upon things they con see ond un-
derstand, e visible things.  We therelore have the
church of God in its mystical existence us a body of
Christ, and plaged in # o Divine powerlo develop b
pure purpose. I was an origingl creation of ‘his ow
and as we could riot comprehend fully the necessity ¢
these things, thev being invisible to o ‘cerluin dearee,
he inspired the Apostle Paul 1o select o human body
cmid set it forth in répresentation so that we com lear
by that. By that figure we have lecinied that what €
once did he hath done forever; nothing can be p

it nor emvthing foken from it 1 God ordained certal
things to meet a necessity that once wuas, he ordainec

to meet that some necessity in the future, through th
everlasting years. And therefore i1 look upo
humon body clothed with hands ond eyves and ear
and feet and other members, and I discover in them ¢
expression of the wisdom that was with God when
work of crection of man begun, I look through

the mystical c¢reation of whot was 1o be know

the body of Christ, and T conclude that if God p

that ereglion members- 1o be known as apo
prophets, evongelists, pastors and teachers, ¢

offices and others, ond they were to speak n &

speak in prophecy, enjoy the gifts of hedling
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benelit of men in this world, in order o meet cerlain
necessities, he did it forever, cnd wherever church work
will be needed, these members will be necessary to do

it. Thus I understand the invisible things of God relat-
ing to his church. The argument is, if apostles were
necessary then-they are necessary now, in the judge-
ment of God, whatever man's opinion may be, if God
has not changed. Man lobors aond every successive
year or successive generation develops or evolves
something that is an improvement upon what some-
body else attempted before, and the difference between
this and false work is that God starts right and what
he once did need never be added o or taken from.
He put the sun and moon and stars in their place in the
< firmament to do a specific work, and just as long as
that work is necessary they must remain and do ex-
actly the same work that they were 1o do at the com-
mencement, because God's judgment was right ot the
start and he has never improved on it becouse of their
failure to do that which he set them there fo do.

Now then, that being frue, it is our justification {or
we use it as such) for the claim, that if the church of
God exisis today, in the church there are members;
the intention of those members in that church should
be the same as at the commencement, and as the in-
tention of the members in mv body. Thev ought not to
be there merely for ornament; every member has o
duty delegated io it, but in the absence of the power to
perform that duty, there is the voicing of the fact that
gither the cuthor of the design failed to fulfill his prom-
ise In regard to it, or else something in connection with
the organism itself has been interfered with making
it impossible for the ac comphshmem of that Divine
purpose originally intended.

Now, we conclude in regard to this, when we read
the statement regarding the church or the bedy of
Christ that whatever was found in it and was testified
of as an essential part of that organism eightesn hun-
dred vears ago, is an essential part of that orgonism
now. -1f the membership is not identical with what we
herve the warrant of this word for believing it was in the
vears past, then we need not expect the manifestiations
of life that were granied unto the body and through
the body through that membership that pleased him.
BT find, for instance, a church today without apostles,
without prophets, without pastors and teachers, cnd
without certain manifesiotions of life within it, T may
find in it on institution that pleases man, but # 1 decide
that it pleases God, I must first conclude that God has
changed, for it did not ONCE please him. God set
these in the church AS IT PLEASED HIM. Nothing said
about it pleasing anybody else, but i pleased him.
Now the question to be decided is, do we desire to give
him pleasure, or give pleasure io the manuiacturers of
churches since that day? Do we desire 1o pay respect
and honor to obligations imposed by him upon us, or
do we.desire to cater to the peculior and capricious ap-
petites that are found in the world and expressed in
the formulds of religion that do not harmonize with
those things I have called your aitention t6? Do wou
know omy better way of plessing an unchongeable
God now than by believing him, obeying him and fol-
lowing hzm in the way that he soid wos pleasing to

him in former time? The difference between Latier
Day Saints and the majority of other religionists in the
world, if not ol of them, is this, at least in one .respect,

nearly all of them belisve in testilying of the wonder-
tul character of God as it WAS; they are free o bear
witness that God was, and they are willing to skip
thousand years or two, if necessary, away from the past
until they reach some period in the fulure, and free
to witness that God will-be a wonderful being again
some time, but they are not ready o admit that God I8.
You say "I never met a professed Bible believer that
did not admit that God is.” Well, let us see: In what
sense do they mean that God WAS? In what sense
do they expect that God will be? Afier they have fold
me that and referred to this Bible as o basis of their
faith Twill compare. They believe that God was mani-
fested in a certain way, that he will be manifested in
a certain way according to the testimony of this book.
Now, do they believe that God IS manifested in that
same certain way?  That is the difference between
them and Latter Day Saints. The testimony of Latter
Day Saints is not only thot God was, but that he will
be, and is. Paul, in writing to certain ones known as
Hebrews says, that without faith # is impossible 1o
please God, for he that cometh to God must believe that
he IS—not only that he was or that he will be—if he
will please God. It is a mistake to think that we please
God by believing that he was what he is unwilling to
be now; take the thought of unwillingness and vou
have chonged the character of God, and #t makes no
difference whether you say incapable or unwilling, ad-
mitting both or either, vou have changed the characier
of God, if the Bible testimony regarding him be true.
For this reason, when we preach and use this thought,
we emphasize it, because it shows one of the marks,
the peculiar marks of distinction by which we discrimi-
nate between what we have been contending for os
the faith once delivered to the saints and those “forms
of godliness” that are being advocated by men whom
the modern years and people have “heaped o them-
selves, teachers having itching ears” Tt shows the
difference.

Now note: Instantly an argument of this character
is heard, the obiecior arises omd says:  “Don't you
know that the words of your text stand as o rebutial of
what you have advocated?” Let us see. "For I testify
unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy
of this book, if any man shall add unio these things,
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in
this Book.” In what sense does that condemn me?
"Because, if you coniend that there shall be the same
manifestations of life within the church of Christ today
as were found in years gone by, then every time there
is o prophecy uttered, and that prophecy must be re-
corded, just as o prophecy that was delivered eightesn
centuries ago, and it should be esteemed just as im-
portant as those were esteermned then, should be made
a record of, and every iime you moke o record of it
vou add to the word.” This is the crgument thed s
made. Let us consider this for oll that it is worth dnd
turn to the other quotation we have made which says,
"Tknow that what God doeth it shall be forever o holf
of the old and none of the N@W Testament was written i
at that time. - .
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“Nothing shall be added to it, and nothing token
from it, and what God dosth it shall be forever.” Must
we réject oll the prophecies and all the New Tesia
meni? What does it mean? If I shall write out o
document and ask you to take it (I having been com-
meanded by some principal of an institution that has
jurigdiction in this country), and charge you distinctly
that nothing shall be added to this or taken from i,
would you toke it for granted that after you have de-
livered that message just as it was without any alter-
atien of word or sentiment, that therelore the institu-
tion that gave me that document could never set forth
another, or would you simply understand that the
right had been reserved by that institution to make its

own laws and that it was you that was restricted, and
vou that was forbidden to add to or take from? If the
United States, for instonce, the Senate and the Congress
shall enact certain laws ond at the end there should
be « note appended that no man add to or take from
those things, would any mon, reading that, suppose
that the Congress of the United States and the Senate
had enacted something that was to make them power-
less to enact ancther law? Would you so read it?
That the Senate of the United States and the House of
Representatives, if you will, con never maoke another
law? You would not so understand it.  Of course, you
would not. You would simply understond thot it
meant that the law that had been there enacted ond
put into print for the government of the people must
be executed as.it read; that you must not change its
sense; and that is just what the Apostle John meant, or
the message that was delivered to him, rather, on the
Isle of Paimos. The charge was delivered unto them:
"1, Jesus, have sent my cngel to testify unto you these
things in the churches. I am the root and offspring of
David end the bright and morning star.  And the Spirit
and bride say, Come; and let him that heareth say,
Come, and let him that is athirst come. And whoso-
ever will, let him ioke the water of life freely. For |
testity unto every man that heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book.” Now, here is the mistake that
people have made, ond one mistake has led them into
another, and misickes always multiply on a man's
hands. The mistake I refer to is this: they have run
away with the idea in the first ploce, that this has
reference to the Bible. “Every man that heareth the
words of the prophecy of this bock,” that "this book”
means the Bible. A great many of them have followed
this thought. Now, sericusly, does it mean the Bible?
Woas there such a thing as the Bible known to men
when these words were penned? You know there was
not, and vou know there wasn't for hundreds of years
after that, if vou know anything of history of oll; con-
sequently it did not or could not have reference to that
which did not exist. What did it have relerence 107
Turn over to the first chapter of this very Book of Revela-
tion cnd read. You have o sidtement here thot the
messenger appeéaring to John told him that he was
about to show him things relating to the past and
present, and things relating o the future, and that he
should write these savings in g book and send it unto
the seven churches in Asia, and John begon to write

_through  these might be gronted the monifestatio

this book containing the revelations that are being
gtven 1o him at the time, and when the messenger had
ceased revealing, he turned to him and pointing io that
peculiar book said: “John, 1 festify unio every man
that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book.”
The Bock of Revelation is referred o and no other
book under the sun. And it it is necessary {o pursue

this thought farther we con strengthen the argument by
calling your attention to the important fact that this
Book of Revelations, according to the best history we
have, was written before the epistles of John or the
gospel according to St. John, and not after. I it meamt
that nothing was to be added to the Bible, how com
there be any place found for John's gospel or epistles?
How do you warrant this #f you say that prophecy
cannot obtain in the church today becouse wherever
there is prophecy there is something revecaled, thers
iz addition to the word? Where is the sense? Who
tokes the greater rigk in this connection? The state-
ment made here is, "'If ony man shall add.” We do not
pretend to say that John added to this Bock of Revela:
tion when he wrote his epistles of gospel account, but
that God gave other testimony. If any maon shall add;
if ony mon shall interfere with what 1 have given by
siriking out or adding to it, so as to make it mean some-
thing else than that which it now does mean as | give
it to you—that mon should be accursed.  That is all
that it means, evidently, or all that the language will
justify us in concluding that it means. The only point
is that God will add the plagues if man interferes with
what he has done.

Now one other thought in the argument I present
for the edification or comiort of those who take the
opposite position 1 have referred to. 1 have already
shown from the testimony of the word, that God set'in
the church, apostles, prophets, and those gifts, and that
through them, as the members of the body, the maorni-
festations of the Spirit residing in that body were 1o be
made, just the same as the pulse and the sight and
the hearing ond the motion, elc., are to be mamiested
through physical organs ordained for that purpose.
Mow having taken this position we have, not in order
io moke the cose good, turmned to Maithew Henry's
Commentary—I] haven't asked the advices of Barnes
who wrote notes on the New Testament; | haven't con-
sulted Adam Clark, but I have simply consulied ihe
Almighty himself. 1 have done just as the Savior did
when combating the enemy on the mouniain top or the
pinnacle of the temple. 1 have taken the position that
“Tt is written,” that is oll, and 1 didn't write it sither.
You know—I] don't care if you are five yecrs older
than 1 am—if vou know anything about this King
James' translation of the Bible, that it was here be
fore | was born, for | am just forty-one vears old. . So
whatever is found in it, some one else must be e
sponsible for it. I what I have presented is part of the
Bible testimony and that Bible is put into my honds by
the very people that now object to my making this
argument upon i, what am 1 to do with these indi-
viduals? Shall T be cordial enough to turn cround o
themn after they have admitied that God placed in the
church -apéstles, prophets, teachers, etc., in order that
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life or the evidence of the indwelling of the Spirit in
iongues and prophecy and healing ond miracles, eic?
Bhall I be as cordial as they have been io me and say
o these men, vou have been maoking creeds, and have
Built up churches and established them and left all of
these things out, and God says I testity unio any man
thert heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, "“lf
* any mon shall take away from the words of the book
of this prophecy, God shall ke cway his part out
of the book of life, and out of the Holy City ond from
the things which ‘are written in this book.” . If God put
these things in the church, in the body, in the organiza-

tion, 'in the Scriptures, and men are mahulacturing
creeds or formulating philosophies and have been do-
ing it for vears, leaving these things oul, T want o
know, are they under the condemnation of that testi-
mony that says, "If any man shall take away,” certain
evils shall follow as & result? Shall 1'be gentlemanly
enough, after reading this statement, to make the op-
plication of it o these individuals and tell them that
they have put the saddle on the wrong gquadruped,
and tell them that it doesn't belong here where they
have first placed #t? 1 ¢all attention to this-tonight, be-
couse, first, I am interested in this matter. . The religion
of Jesus Christ is etther worth ol that God invested it
with ‘eighteen hundred. years ago, -or it isn't worth o
cent o me. 1 either wont i as he gave itor I don't
want it at all.  Either Christ ot par—either the Church
of Christ at par, or no church or no Christ for me. I
there is o warrant for believing that my relationship to
God is not a means by which there shall accrue unto
_me benefits as large, under the same conditions, as
acerued to those who lived elghteen hundred yewrs
ago, then Jesus Christ i put in a vacillating aititude
before my eves, and my respect for him diminishes
propottionately. T cannot believe the siatement on the
_one hand that he never changes, that He is no respecter
of persons, the same vesterday (the past), today (the
present), and forever (the future), and then with these
stctements before me, furnished through the medium
of this word, icke the sioiements of men around me
everywhere that there is less for me through the mis-
sion of Jesus Christ in this life and the life 1o come than
_ there was for those who believed in him in the years
past, and for no other reason whatever then that they
simply had the good fortune without anvy merif of their
_ _own, to live a few yeors earlier thon 1.did. 1 stated to
_ vyou that my hope was in religion in is entirety, Christ,
_ not of o discount, but ot par.

Poter sald to inguirers, "Bepent end be baptized
every one of vou in the nome of Jesus Christ, for the
remission of sins and vou shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost For the promise is to vou and to vour
_children, and to oll that ore afar off, even as many

_as the Lord, our God, shall call” The foct that men
proless today that the-coll-is-being extended,-that it is
saluting the eors of the people everywhere, is oll the
aragument I need from their own lips in support of the
act that these signs should still follow them that be-
ve, if the call is being continued, or being perpehy
d rather if the appedl is being made to men fo come
od and unto Christ in order that they may secure
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salvation must mean «all that it ever meant, and thedt
relationship with. God which they were to enler inlo
must be as promising of the Divine virtue as was that

approach unte God and ‘to Christ in the earlier times.
I make the confession frankly that if there is any other
way of identifying the Church . of Christ than by the
marks that Christ furnished sighteen hundred vecrs
ago, 1 don't know of if; any other morks by which I
con identify the church than those maorks thot were
stamped upon-its: history, its experience eighteen. hun-
dred years ago. I vou have ony other marks vou
have had a new revelation, and if you have had g new
revelation you ought not to deny me the right of one:
The wery fact that yvou cloim it culside of what is 1e-
corded in this book is evidencs that we have not been
so far mistoken when we hove claimed that it s pos-
sible for men t¢ hear from God today.. Men are cel
ally walking blindly while light is streoming around
them; they are dotually withott the ability fo discern or
recognize the privileges that lie oll around them. and
which “tHey might easily ufilize to' their profit. Ahl
vou say, "'Is it possible that this con be trus?  Smarter
misn than you restoraton preachers are not-able to ses
as vou declare yvou see; they are not enjoving these
peculiar privileges, they are not interpreting  these
promises as yvou do and are not reveling in the midst
of these extreme delights.” Bui don't you know that

‘the Savior himself repeated or reitercled the senitiment

of his Father and the prophets that wrote in the world
before him when he said, men would have eves ond
see not, ears andhear not, that he said to Nicodemus
on ‘a. cerfain oceasion, "Except .o mon be born agdin
he comnot SEE the kingdom of God.!' Yet it micht be
right there in front of his eves. "How is that possible?
It is' quite possible for the church orgonization to have
existed right there in the midst of those people, #t was
“among thern,”" "within vou,” when He was addressing
the-Pharisees and scribes, and vet they. had not dis-
cerned i, and though he himself wes the ceniral figure
in'that kingdom end government omd all around him
he wos flinging out the evidences that humble people
were selzing upon and by which they were buildingug
a bulwark for their faith, behind which as a Divine
rampart they felt safe, these wise ones ground ouiside,
were not able io discern anvihing of the kind,

1t is said that certain ones came fo him cnd testi
fied of wonderful things thot hod happeried unto them,
they had witnessed the manifesiations of Divine power,
they had been co-workers with God, voke-fellows with
Jesus Christ and partakers of the Divine Spirit, the es
sence of life that waos found in-him ¢nd thot he come
to minigler more abundantly unto mon so that wonders
were performed as readily through them as through
the Sovior himself. When they came and made 1o
port on this occasion thev told him that even devils
were subject {0 them, he says, "Rejoice not becouse of
these things,” but he says, "Rejoice that your nome is
written in hecven,” but he further said. "I thank thee,

Father, Lord of heaven and eorth, because thou hast
‘hidden these things from the wise and prudent and

hast revealed them unto babes.” These have been
born aguin arid they see: others have not been borr




il 1945

_ birth as natural sight is dependent upon natural birth.
1t i os frue in philosophy as in religion.

Now when we' present this gospel of lesus Christ
to men in ifs original form and entirety, we do it for the

eole rengon thetwe want them o become pogsessors of
the same kind of life as characterized the members of
the church in earlier years; we want them to know that
God is their Father, and to know that Jesus Christ is as
closely related tothem in the common brotherhood of
man as he was 1o o Paul or o Peter, and that he stands
in the same track, walks in the same path, labors in the
same direction; moves with the scme object in view as
ot first, omd ol that any mon has o do in order to en-

oy him is o g0 where Peter was, not geographically,
but spiritually, morally, penitently, obediently, in a
disciple sense; go where Peler was, cmd no sooner will
vour feet touch that sacred soil in the line of obedience
ond service, than instontly will the Divine inspiration
come and make you o co-worker with God, a yoke-
fellow with Christ, emd through you. will be momnifest
the evidence of his existence encbling you as a mem-
ber, to perform the functions of membership in. the
body:

Tt seems o us this is reasonable, and we offer this
gospel to the people because we are just as anxious as
ever Peter was to have men come to Christ and under-
stend him and enjoy his favor, and we deplore that
condition that obtains in the world where men will
chew on that which is not bread, where men are dull-
i their testh and grinding them down in Hying to
mosticots something tat is fot digestible. . T have seéen
o litile child when it has been get on the floor; mother
hers been busy af some work and that liftle child has
been left without its nourishment, cnd when hunger
made its claim upon the child, it gave evidence of it by
« wail. Some of the children may come up there and
they take & litfle stick, and drum and drum on the floor.
It is to get the litile one's aftention and they get it for
o time: and after o while the child tires of that and they
toke o tn dish and they raftle on that, and it gulels
down o little while; after g while that gets monotonous
emd they get o big homn or o drum—anything fo moke
o biguer noise thon the lost, and the litlle one stares
at the strange thing and laughs for a while, but while
they ATTRACT they do not FEED. All of this fails after
& while arid the mother knowing what is wanted, gives
i# the food ond the child is satisfied. So the souls of
men are crying out for truth—Divine food—they are
actually storving for #—it is the only thing that was
ordained for their nourishment and that they might
grow up unto God and Christ their living head, and
we have people frying 1o gorge them with painted
comdy end manufactured things and giving the people
to understand that in this life they are to find only the
forms that have no germs of developing life within
e forme of godliness, some of them painted io ot
ract the eve; rto -start-on oppetite only
o corrupt it and some of them having gssociated with
_them o greal deal of thai noise that will attract and.a
great deal of that srhich excitos the feelings émd vlays
por the enmotional nature, ond astonishes and bewil-
1 time; but the time comes when they become
, and wearying of this they sk the gues
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tion, If my Father provided food that would satisty for-

springing up. fo everlasting life, where is the channel
of that life now? Why don't he come and feed this
longing soul, this spirit of mine? Weary of that which
has become monotonous in the foncy features and
forms of religion in this world, they ask for something
different, and let me tell you that no matter where their
eyes may turn, how for men may seek fo lead them
away from the strict detail of this word, God, who has
ordained that this should be a saiisfying portion, will
not have the honest soul express complete and exzlreme
sciisfaction with o stone when the bread has been
made possible. He will not do it. In this gospel of
Jesus Christ there comes o promise as well adapted
to your necessiiies loday as wos ever adapted to the
necessities of mortals cmywhere—you care no exception
to those of the past. The people that will come o hun-
dred or five hundred vears from now will be no differ-
ent so far as their spiritual needs are concerned from the
people that live now or have lived; human necessity
is the same forever, and therefore what God once did
he did forever, it stonds as o fixed unalierable revela-
tion of the Divine wisdom that was in him ot the time
when he so ordained it; ond we commend to you the
gospel of Jesus Christ which requires of you, in order
that you may partoke of the Divine favor, that vou shall
believe in God, repent of sin and be baptized at the
hands of bne whom God has chosen as o minister of
his own (ond by revelation too), that you shall receive
the imposition of hends of those who have been chosen
to perform that rite that you may receive the Divine
Spirit, that partaking of that Spirit you shall have the

into his presence, and there may be added unio you
reward in proportion to the service that you render unto
him in this life. This confirms your hope in his wisdom
cnd in-hig justice, ond in his tender and generous
fatherhood.

May He sonctify the feeble effort of tonight to your
profit. May He give you grace so that you may see
the way that you may enter in and live. Do not osk
that word to accommodate itself to your preferences.
If you stand there and say that word must come to you
and adiust itself to your position, you may find other
ministers ready to bring it down to your level. Ministers
of the latter day restoration demand that you shall
come up to it, and no sooner will vou do that thon you
shall be found in close relationship with God, and the
Divine Spirit will confirm the truth within you and e
deem you at last.  May he give you success n vour
offorts in this direction if you are honest in seeking
Him: we humbly pray, in Jesus name, Amen. -

5 .

BROTHER JAMES EVANS WRITES OF HIS

EXPERIENCES

Continued From Page 53) .
before I had this vision. [ heard him saying in ¢ loud ‘
voice, "Why am There?” and T told him, " You are here
for your dishonesty.” Then I sow on ongel by my
side dressed in o black cloak that reached from his
head to his feet. and having heard my cnswer to the
mam in the pit, he said, “You are quite right” 1 looked
at the angel and wondered why he wore this bl
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clock, and then he seemed to read my thoughts and
he opened the clogk and I saw the white robe. He was
the angel of death. 1 sow that he was tall with lovely
features and a beautiful smile.

I have had quite a number of similar visions, ond
they have been a comfort to me and 1 write them for
the benefit of the young of the Church of Christ and
aglso as a witness to the world that God is unchange-
able and gives visions and dreams and revelations the
same as in olden #imes, and that we need not be de-
pendent upon the testimony of Joseph Smith alone, nor

any other one man. The officers and members of the

Church of Christ are not building their fuith upon man,
but upon the witness of the Spirit of Christ.
Your brother,
ELDER JAMES EVANS.
1 Watngonol St., Caerphilly, Wales.

Army and Navy Hospital, Hot Springs, Ark.
February 15, 1945,
Dear Brother Flint:

Your kind letter received ages ago, but as | am
still unable to write, it went uncswered.

Please ask your people lo continue remembering
me in their prayers. [ most sincersly oppreciate this
emd feel that it has helped in such recovery as | have
made. '

Although 1 sent vou my new address 1 have not
received the Advocate for either January or February.
Will vou please have this looked into.

Your brother in Christ,

PHILIP KABL EIDMANN,

(Signed by Gray Ldady)
Editor's Note:

The above letier is from o young man whom 1 be-
lieve iz a member of the Utah group, and who has been
in correspondence with me for some time. In fact there
was a communication from him in the Advocate nearly
a year ago. I have never met him, but he visited In-
dependence, and Brother Kenneth Smith tock him up
to the church ond showed him the stones and other
thinigs of interest. He was’then in o camp in the south,
and later contracted infomtile paralysis, and as vou
fiote is so seriously siricken that he cannot even use
his honds in writing. The becutiful ond kindly spirit
that is breathed in oll of his letters makes us feel that
he is fully worthy of our love and praver. 1 feel that
the saints should write to him and cheer him as much
s they can.  You rniotice how he desires the Advocate
to come reqularly, and we are seeing to it that he is
not disoppointed. . His address now, is Ward 3-A,,
Army.ond Navy Hospital, Hot Springs, Arkansas.

Alsace, France, February 8, 1945,

Dear Brother and Sister:
I received your fine V-mail lefter and was much
pleased to hear from you. Sure glad you dll are well.
We had o beautiful sunny day out today. It is
just like o spring day ot home, including the mud. We
hod alot of snow until g few days ago.
1 hear and read in the "Siars end Siripes” some ports

_ of the stgtes are really having it cold.. The coal short-

_age ls o big problem now too. How is il going in Mis

From what ;
‘Robert Brigham of Madison, conducted the funeral.

souri? We have daily church services which are al
8:30 each morning. The chaplain is o very yourg

minister. His little talk this morning was on, "1 walk
alone.” The services follow very closely those of the

Methodist church in the sictes. All Protestant services
in the army have the same general procesdure baged
on the Methodist Church more thon any other. We
also have o small poridble organ and our own cholr

Last I heard from home Dan was to graducte dhis
week. They, Marion and Dan were to visit in Detroit
on his furlough. 1 think he is tops and | am sure preud
of them both. He hopes io be assigned to an b
structor's job, but it may not be very likely.

This is beautiful farm land here in Alsace. - The
lond is rich end well cultivated. They -do. not have
the farm equipment that we do. They have farm horses
that are huge in size, (The kind you see at State Fairs).

Was pleased to hear about your deuchter Edno
Give them my best regards cnd my prayers are for
them. From what I hear Mother too is quite a working
lady. From the pictures I have of them the folks are
locking as fine as ever.

Please remember me in vour pravers, cnd élso all
of the church folks. 1 remain,

Your brother in Christ,
BOB HOUSH:

e

DEATHS

The passing of Sister May White of Tacoma, Wash-
ington, February 6, 1945, was brought to our-giiention
by Sister Margaret Skinner of Des Moines, lowa. She
was the wife of Brother Charles White, and they have
lived for years in Bellingham, Woshingion, just.recent
ly having moved to Tacoma, where she passed oway
in the hospital.

She was interred in the Greenacrss Memorial Park
cemetery, February 10,

She was sixiy-four vears of age and leaves fo
mourn besides her husband, one doughter, Mrs! Fern
Baline of Bellingharm, Washingion. Three sons, Wm.
Selby of Los Angeles, California; Thomas Selby of Bel-
linghom, Washington, and Paul White of Alaska. We
doubtless will have further details loter,

Rose Mary Grasshoff.

Little Rose Mary, baby daughter of Brother Richard
Gragshoff and wife of Evonsville, Wisconsin died Feb-
ruary 7, 1945. She was not quite two years old, end
had been in very poor health for o long time. Recders
of the Advocate will remember having seen in the Ad-
vocate of recent date o request for provers for this
child. It seemed, however, that our kind Father in
heaven saw that it was best for her little spirit to lsave
the ailing body and be taken home to himself. ‘

There are four other children, Frederick, Ernsst
Betty, and Marlyn. The little body was laid fo rest in
becutiful Maple Hill cemstery, beside her gromo-
parents, Brother and Sister Frederick Grasshofi. Elder

Brother Richard Grasshoff is a brother of Sister Freda
Flint. -
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