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Revelation And 
Leon A. 

can exist only 
a free press, and an 
whether in church or 
freedom of and of 
pulpit is closed. 

The world war, fought to make the 
world safe for democracy, upon the world a 
ruthless pe~nicious dictatorship. And the oncoming 
war, when 1t becomes more universal, should never 
rend until human dictatorship in both church and 
;state is wiped forever from the face of the earth. 

If common not this 1ce1,nrnt1. 
through the then they 

the universal 
will our sympathy 

I venture to open a u,c,,.,unnJcuu 

or 
an exchange of HH,u"'"L 
to all. 

That 
has been 

with no antici
matter will be 

the for 
will be 

the years since inception. Some 
been accepted in the sense they have been 
acted upon and carried out. Some have been rejected 
and cast as found wanting· and 
some have been of 
neither until time shall have 
borne 

As a 
that 
and the Book 
of credence. 

One the tests 

In accord 
sembled in 
ations 
and were later 
published in Book of vuuuua11ffu1e 
by W. W. Phelps. These 
1831, bore the following 
ness of revelations: 

"The of witnesses of the book of 
the Lord's commandments, which he gave to his 
church through Joseph Smith, jr., who was ap
pointed by the voice of the church for this purpose: 
We therefore feel willing to bear testimony to all the 

world of 
all upon the .1m,:.11'"rn 
the Lord has borne record to our 

forth upon us, that command-
are by inspiration of God, and are 

profitable for all men, and are verily true. We give 
this testimony unto the world, the Lord being our 
helper: and it is through the grace of God, the Fath
er, and his Son Jesus Christ, that we are permitted 
to have this privilege of bearing this testimony unto 
the in the which we rejoice exceedingly, pray-
ing the always that the of men may be 
profited '' 

In 
the church 
tained in the 

It is addressed to all the various factions and 
of and also in to the 

Church of Before it can be ac-
it must the examination, as 

compared with former revelations, and the standard 
books the church. Likewise, before being rejected, 
it should be found wanting when measured by these 
standards. If it can not stand the test, well and 

it rejected. If it can stand the 
'-'VLAU'-,HU><4vLVU rests upon those who refuse to 

we note that it is unique in this: 
to Restoration 

and the 
said to his 

the and he shall you 
that he may abide you for-

of truth;" etc., "He shaU 
things, and bring all to your 

" "He will guide you into all truth," 
"and he will show you things to come;" "for he 
shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you." 

The Holy Ghost thus speaking through different 
apostles, called men to the priesthood, foretold 



.things to come through Paul, through Peter, through 
James, through Jude, through John the Revelator, Qireeted the setting of the in etc. ; 
and latter-day revelation the authenticity 
of the truths revealed men, this language: 

"Thou shalt take the things which thou. hast received, which thou knowest to have been my law, 
to be my law, to govern my church; and he that doeth according to these things shall be saved, and 
he that doeth them not shall be damned, if he con
tinue." -- B. of C. 44; 45. 

In the Book of Mormon we have this: 
"For I command all men, both in the east ,and in the west, and in the north, and in the south, and in 

the islands of the sea, that they shaU write the words which I speak unto them." IINephi 12 :65. 
We are well aware that some divisions of the Restoration are staunch supportors of the doctrine of a one-man mouthpiece. However, we do not wish to argue the question with those who hold to t"ne one-

man mouthpiece theory, than to say that the book they rely on for also pro-
vides for the appointing another (Hyrum) in 
this language: 

''And from this time I appoint unto him that he may be a prophet, and a seer, and a revelator un
to the church, as well as my prophet Joseph, that 
he may act in concert also with my servant Joseph." 
- D. & C. 107 :29. 

Thus we leave them to with their own inconsistencies. The preponderance of evidence, how
ever, is in favor of the Church of Christ position, that God has the right to when, where, and 
through whom he pleases. with an 
examination of the to the 
Restoration as a whole: 

Paragraph 1 is the introduction. 
Paragraph 2 points out that not only once, but 

twice, and even thrice he has spoken concerning the 
building of the Temple on spot · 
in addition has witnessed to the 
Spirit, the truthfulness 
· Paragraph 3 continues. the ua,uJa:.n 

Paragraph 4 points out the fact that the meai:.s 
and energies of his people have been expended ~n 
enterprises of their own m eompliance with God's anno:intmEmts. 
the .Restoration wiU ira1ns:i1:v 

Paragraph 5 gives 
of eontinued rejection 

Paragraphs 6 and 7 recognize God's 
bless the humble in every division, 
is to seek his The of every 
arise and 

Paragraph 8 fifll<i-..-,nH, 

who profess 
his own. 

Paragraph 9 calls for a cessation 
:Qess, and a mutual sn,ecitlc 
building the 
follow in the of neir1ect; 

·•··.... Paragraph.10 de~lares that it was gave ,.,tfie Church of Christ the custody of the Temple Lot; ~i:1:tt)t to liJ;lld .for themselves; but a certain 



which as a rule characterizes the human. There is no 
Pharisaical "holier than thou" attitude even hinted 
at. 

Taking it all in all, it seems to me that the docu
ment should impinge itself u'pon the mind and heart 
of every sincere adherent of the latter-day Restor
ation, as the kind of a call a loving and infinite 
mind, looking upon the low estate of his heritage, 
emphasized and made manifest scattered and 
divided condition, would make to his people. Those 
who are hoping for a "me and my .wife, my son 
John and his wife; us four and no more" pronounce
ment that would damn all but us and would set that 
particular us, whoever and wherever they might be, 

a pinnacle of implied· sanctity, despite our un
find no comfort in it. But for the 

adrift, fleeced, dejected, sick, heart-
hot·,-.,,,rorl hungering, thirsting, upon whom 

fattened, there is a deep, quiet, 
appeal to unity, prayer and consecrated 

This is to 
p,aragrnphs 15, 19, and 23 are the ones 

a.i,;a.uu,., which argument has made by some, 
a.g,:u11,o11, which shafts of criticism will no doubt 

we will consider them more specifically, 
paragraph 23. 

is to a uniting the now divided fore
a consummation our common objective, 

of and the redemptton of 
must be a principle 

co11tams such a 

haliio,,arl were together, and had all 
things common; and sold their possessions and goods 
and them to all men, as man had need." 

own; 
and 4. 

Paragraph 23 is in agreement with the Bible in 
requiring this full consecration. There are many 
other that be quoted :from the apost-

the and but it is not 
use one 

they had things common among them, 
every man dealing justly, one with another. And it 

to that. they did do all things, even as 
commanded them." -p. 672. 

had things common among them, 
not rich and poor, bond and 

free, and pa:rta:t;ers of the 





1,;vina.uu:u the main most Articles 
Asso1!1at1on for religious as follows: 

( Church of Christ), paragraph 1; Date of 
organizati,on, paragraph 2; Rule of faith, paragraphs 
8-28 · Authoo.ity by which it was organized, para-

3, 4 ; Provisions for membership, paragraphs 
· Officers and their duties, paragraphs 31-42; 

Pr,nvi<.ii.t1,n<.i for calling oonferences or business meet
raisr2Lpl:ts 43-47; Duties of members, para

; Provisions for church extension and 
corporate meetings, paragraph 61 ; Provision for 
expulsion of members, paragraphs 63, 65. He then 

name, authority, doctrine and practice, from 
and the church through Joseph Smith 

present as held by the Church of 
on the Temple Lot. 



ing 
as they may 
faith. 

as 
contain

own merits, 
standards of 

3 Adopting as basic of unification the 
gospel Jaw: Bapt-
Laying on of dead, 

Eternal Judgement. 'l'Pm'f1ITTJ'1tU Consecration of all 
our properties ; Inheritances ; Tithes, 
Offerings, and Surplus. 

4. Accepting 
tain priesthood aU1tno,r1 
ordinations 

gathering of the 
in their midst, and 
where he has promised an 
pensation of time. 

which we main
"'"'""'·1'. baptisms and 

in the 
ClJ,'11JlCi<:lllH and 

7. By leaving all mooted ouestwn doctrine and 
dead, celestial 

as matters upon 
and understand

been indicated in 
his house here on 

uu,,u::;,,,u thing to come 

practice such as vicarious 
marriage, presidency, 
which we shall receive "'"''"T<"" 
ing after 

ne1~fe<!t understanding of 
i-h,,,.,..,. . .,_ in all things 

when he shall 





Tribute To Our Coming 
By The Village Blacksmith 

:Be:fore this earthly world was formed 
counted time, ,, · • 

God foreordained to build this world, and 
into line. 

His first great move was to create His one 
Son, 
To be a teach us all to pray, 

Come." 

In .Bethlehem's barn was born one day this baby boy 
umque, 
At twelve years' old, so we are told, scores 

council 
His to this world .we're was 

good; + 

He taught us now to live and yet, He was 
stood. 

He was treated with mistrust at ~u··-~,,s~2~00,en 
a ; 

In tears of sorrow of pain He off'f'-rfifi 
Although they took His life .in hand 

Him as dead, 
A voice still whispered in their ears, 

once : 

heaven and earth indeed was 

of death and hell, 

men 
had some other work to do, and 

again. 

He had some other sheep, He said, that He would 
visit too; 
Then He'd be king of all the world, 

work was through. 
We look return again, .,.,,.,.,. ... ,,.,, 

as all can see, 



What 

The price 
copy. One 
Sunday 
class. Or, where 
teachers 

men. 
Fears were 

ments at ...... u.,u~,u 

weaken in 
fear has µa,::,,,c"u., 

EDITORIAL 
her immortal "Battle Cry of Freedomt also 
"Battle Hymn of the Republic," was given her; 

the darkness and gloom it came to her "l' 
re111e1:a1::1,on." she said. The war lasted four years 

saw human blood like water~ 
she never again despaired of her country, for 

has been given me to see 'that God 
marching on.' " And today, just as surely as th 
are forces that are dragging men and nations 
to destruction, there are forces moving onward .. ~1ul 
nn,,n,n•A toward the millennium. ·' 

hear wars and "rumors of war/' and yet 
never was a time in recorded history whe:n the 

thought of war was so revolting to men. Wholesale 
murder is no longer glorified. 

and suffering are still with us, but there 
never was a time, generally speaking, when so much 
was being done to bring "more abundant life" to tlie 

privileged. People used to think that poverty 
was unavoidable; that we could expect nothing else 
than that we must always have .the poor with us. 

is a deepening consciousness that bl,;. ··• 
ought not to be; that all men should have. 

opportunity. 
In the religious realm the trend is towards 

friendlier and closer relations between the different 
denominations. We recently attended a gathering of 
over 12,000 people where Protestant ministers. 
uatnc,llc clergy, and Jewish rabbis an sat on the same 
o1atform and presented a united front in their appeal 

the poor and distressed, the sick and the unf~rtu.
In the spring, a world conference of the Metho..: 
will meet in Kansas City. Three great branc:hetf 

of that faith have united, after years of co:qsuier
the matter. Other churches are contemp-: 

a similar move. · 

an 



EDITORIAL 
her immortal "Battle Cry· of Freedom?' also 
"Battle Hymn of the Republic," was given her. 
of darkness and gloom it came to he 

" she said. The war lasted four years 
saw human blood flow like water~ 

never again despaired of her country . for 
has been given me to see 'that 

marching on.' " And today, just as surely as t 
are forces that are draI;rging men and nations ·· 
to destruction, there are forces moving onward an 
,..,...,,.,,,,.,. toward the millennium. .. 

We hear wars and "rumors of war/' and 
there never was a time in recorded history when th. 
thought war was so revolting to men. Wholesale· 
murder is no longer glorified. · ·· 

and suffering are still with us, but there 
never was a time, generally speakin when so mucli 
was being done to bring "more a fe" to the 
under priv!leged. People used to think that poverty 
was unavoidable; that we could expect nothing else 
than that we must always have .the poor with us. .. 

there a deepening consciousness that in• 
ought not to be; that all men should have 

opportunity. · 

religious realm the trend is towards 
friendlier and closer relations between the different 
denominations. We recently attended a gathering ~f ' 
over 12,000 people where Protestant miniiter~1 
'IJ1:tLiu111i.; clergy, and Jewish rabbis all sat on the sanie 
ola.tf(Jirm and presented a united front ·in their appeali 

the poor and distressed, the sick and the unfortJJ,-. ·· 
nate. In the spring, a world conference of the Meth<:,:,;1 

dists will meet in Kansas City. Three great branche:f' 
that faith have united, after years of consider

ation of the matter. Other churches are contemp- ~ 
a move. · 

be sorry indeed if· we could not. rep 
progress towards more brotherly 
the ranks of the Restoration, and we 

believe the tragedy of recent years 
en us a und(;rstanding one anou\~r: 

an 



We were deeply impressed with a particular state
ment in a sermon by Bro. Trowbridge of which a 
brief synopsis was given in the Advocate for 
last month. We wrote to ask him who made 
· the · statement. He sends the correct text and 
answers that he knows of no other author than God; 
that he never heard or read the statement before; 
tha.t it just came to him that morning as an inspirat
ion which he will neve:r forget. We want you to have 
.the statement as it was given to the brother~ and we 
are glad to repeat it in corrected form, which is as 
follows: 

"It is not our business to prove that others are 
wrong, however gratifying that might be; it is not 
even oor business to prove that we are right, as if 
the truth were our making and not God's. It is our 
business to preach Christ and him crucified and res
url'!ected, and let that Truth oonquer in Ws own 
right." . 

Is there a hint to "the wise" in this 'l Does it mean 
that our preaching shall be destructive or construct
ive 'l Does it mean that we shall point out the faults 
of other organizations, or preach the God given plan 'l 
Shall we spend the preaching hour in criticising and 
fault finding rather than in giving spiritual food and 
uplift that will make people feel like taking a fresh 
grip and go home determined to try harder? Any
body can take the negative course, but a man has to 
be truly in touch with God and feel divine inflow to 
give to others, and "without the Spirit ye shall not 
teach." It is said that a horse gets so us.ed to beating 
that he fails to respond by quickening his gait. Won
der if that is the reason some preachers are not 
more succes&ful 'l We give the f oUowing from a clip
ping that is apropos to the subject. 

'The man who spends all his time looking over 
the fence will certainly neglect his own fields,.- -
Nevertheless, one may frequently learn something 
by watching his neighbors. And sometimes he will 
learn what not to do. 

.. Visiting in another city, we went to a fine denom
inational church for Sunday morning services. The 
minister, a man of some emminence as a speaker, 
sharply criticized his own denomination,'' etc. "We 
felt sorry for that poor congregation, and if we had 
been members we would have been discouraged. They 
l,POked like good people,-more in the 'bread 
bf life,' than of the. lash of eri1;icii;m. 

'~While reflecting on the sermon, we remembered 
, with some apprehension the times we had heard our 
.own ministers "tear into" the church, and felt 
~shamed that we had sometimes done it ourselves. 
How did it sound to. strangers 'l We determined to 
be very careful in the· future. 

. "Honest criticism has an important place, but it 
.. should not end in criticism. The purpose .. of any 

to and if it does not help it is un-
the path for progress and 
works of progress." 

Wheaton, and a representative of the Cutlerit/ 
As we explained last month the debate was requ 
ed by Cutlerite brethren. 

We have heard only good words. of the debate f 
visitors who attended, because it was a debate 
"was different;" it was pleasant throughout. Thi 
moderators had nothing to do but· to sit and enj~j,: 
th~mselves. Not once were they appealed to on ~y 
point of order. Each disputant acknowledged the 
gentlemanly deportment of the other. The debate 
was educational, and the able manner in which Bro~ 
Wheaton represented his church has been comment
ed upon in complimentary terms by all whom we 
have heard express themselves. 

Of course everybody wants to know what good 
was accomplished. We have said it was educational. 
As to the effect in changing the viewpoint of any, 
time will have to determine that. We quote from the 
letter of a visiting brother, just received. ''I was 
glad of the opportunity to be at several sessions of 
the debate.-was glad to see how well Clarence h~d 
his matter in. hand. It might be thought that the 
effort was wasted, but think I got a glimpse of 
'seed planting and harvest' while J sat there one eve
ning." 

We believe the thought of the church congrega
tion was not mastery, but that good might be done. 
The rest is in God's hands. We feel that the opportun
ity was met in a manner pleasing to Him. 

We have said the debate was educational. It was. 
It brought out and. accented ~me important points. 
One was, the Church of Christ is not a new church .. 
It is a fragment of the old church, established in 
1830, that has lived on down to the present day, and 
has at no point in it's :eourse cut it's connection by 
re baptism. 

The opposite side took the position that the king
dom existed before the church was organized. Bro. 
Wheaton declared that it is the mission of the 
church to forth the kingdom, and that when. 
Zion is establi bed the kingdom of God will be a,
mong men on the earth . 

The interpretation that has been commonly place({ 
upon the King James version of .Revelati<m 12:1 .. :4, 
has been that the 'man-child" represented authority. 
Brother Wlbeaton showed there had to be authe> · ·· 
to bring forth the church and the ehur . . . . •• 
exist bring forth th~ kingdom of God, or Z~. < '"<" 
This interpret~tion is in ac.cord with the renderiu'" 
·of the text in the Inspirie<l Translation, which re.a.•:' ,. 
"And ithe dragon prevailed not against )ti 
Be!ither the child, nor the woman which was 
church of God, who has .been deliv~ed of her ~ 
and brought fmth the kingdom. of God and his 
Christ." Rev. 12:'7. · 

Since the debate we have read the.very 
in the Saint's Hierald for Sept. 10th, by Charles :J.,~.i'/'¥· .•. · 

and note that he takes the same position. 
Another thing that impressed··us; when ariru1111etikt .·· 

and logic failed to appeal, the mention of our 
mon objectives, the building of .the ternp11e 
receiving of the endowment, the es1~bUsllinii:nt el[; 
Zion- these things always 
.a.ctjon was a softening and . a 
God's pe()p:le nearer toget~~ 







FROM THE MAIL SACK 

Editor's Note: It should be understood that dreams 
or other supposed spiritual manifestations appearing 
in the columns of this paper do not necessarily have 
the indorsement of the Editor or the Board of Pub
lication. It is recognized that persons have a right 
to a hearing when they keep within the. bonds of 
reason and propriety, and that the reader has a right 
to hear and judge for hims,elf. 

Houston, Mo., Oct. 3l, 1938. 
Dear Saints: 

How often you may think of us down here in this 
little secluded spot in the Ozark:s, I do not know, but 
we are still toiling on in our weak way trying to do 
our bit in the Lord's vineyard. Some of us, are only 
babes in the work, but we have found the Lord to be 
the most wonderful of all teachers, and many thmgs 
we have learned during the few short months we 
have been in His kingdom, for which our hearts are 
overflowing with gratitude. Still there ai·e so many 
things we do not know. 

A dream which came to me recently prompted the 
writing of this letter. I could. see a large apple tree. 
Time had left its traces, leaving the tree badly scarr
ed and twisted, and leaning badly to one side. The 
tree was all dead save one large, tender branch near 
the top. A number of us saints were gathered around 
the old tree engaged in earnest conversation about it. 
Some thought it might be better if the tree were cut 
down, for it might fall on some one and cause loss 
of life. Our attention was then drawn to the large, 
green branch at the top. We wondered how it could 
stay alive when all the rest of the tree was dead. 
The roots were dead, and even the heart was decay
ed, leaving the inside of the trunk hollow. But still 
that one branch was green and pretty. 

Then the scene changed, and we were all gather
ed in the little church here at Oak Hill. It seemed 
that a woman was administering the sacrament to 
us. She said the prayer for the bread all right, but 
when she came to the wine, she broke down and 
wept bitterly. Her son was standing close by,and 
she said to him, "Here son, you read this; I can't.'' 
We looked at her and wondered why she wept. 

The scene turned back to the old tree. A nmnot~r 
of· us saints were walking toward it, and as we 
raised our heads we saw that it <had fallen and that 
it was on fire in the hollow, inside~ Our first thought 
was that some of our children might be in the old 
tree, burning, and we ran as fast as we could to 
reach it. When we got to the tree we found that ail 
was well. One little fellow was at the back the 
tree atepping on the sparks that were 
the burning tree and he was putting 
that nothing else would get on fire. 

This dream will ever be with me, but as to it's 
interpretation, I do not know, but trust that in his 
due time G<>d will bring to our knowledge the mean
ing pf it. 

)lay we all live closer to God and remember Him 
inallthings·is my prayer. 

Your sister in Christ, 
Mrs .. Paul Mercer. 

In a letter to Brother McClain, Sister 
Logan, Iowa, says she was. of the Butterw 
ily. Apostle Butterworth of the Reor · 
her youngest brother. Our Sisters Ho 
ry are nieces of hers. She offers ~ dream 
the Advocate thinking it would be of 
readers. 

"I saw a large body of men. They were all d 
alike in black suits and.white shirts and were. 
headed. They divided into three divisions. The 
was the farthest east; the second, the middle set::n.;i,~, 
to be the largest; the third was a line of me~ 
front of me. 

This line was .. facing the other divisions. 
asked a messenger who stood beside me what 
this meant. He said, "They are going to 
large house." (The writer says it was the te1nule .. 
Ed.) 

The first man in the line in of me set:imii!d. 
to have charge. He said to the middle 
to work and level all the country· · make the 
places low and raise the low ' and make 
ground level. (The writer thi means e 
ity. Ed.) I saw them go to work. Then a pe1·s011a.e;~ 
came to this first man in the line and gave 
large gray stone. This first man examined 
carefully, turning it over and over. I asked the 
senger beside me what he was doing. The mess 
said, "He is examining it to see if there is 
in it, and soft places, decay or crumbly spots. 
are the words he used. If he found any defect in 
stones he examined such stones as were found to 
faulty were rejected. When he found a perfect 
he passed it along the line then it was taken 
first division and they placed it in the temp!~ 
mg. The messenger said this line men 
quorums. 

I saw this first man in the line 
i:s,u;,111::::15. I saw the temple rise to 
story above -the ground, and it was 
ful. Then I awoke. 

s. 



~u~w-,,3 I was caught away by Spirit and was, car~ 
over the largest wheatfield I had ever seen, for 

covered the whole earth, and it was very ripe. The 
of God was upon me and my eyes could pierce 

darkness so that I could see it. I beheld that the 
grain ";as shelling. I could hear the kernels rustle 
down through the straw to the ground and were 
lost as the slightest breeze played upon them. 

"At this, great sorrow took possession of me be
cause of the wheat that perished, and I saiJI, 'Oh 
Lord, why can this field not be harvested, that the 
wbeat perish not?" The Lord answered, 'My horses 
are not fit.' I said, 'Surely not; some of them must 
be fit, for they could not get out of condition so soon 
after the crop was planted.' 

"The Lord said, with me and see.' 
"At this I was, carried the Spirit to a barn, poor

ly lighted, full of decrepid horses. 
There were horses on both sides, two and two in a 

stall. As we pasged down the center on our tour of 
inspection I could see first teams were very 
old. The hair was off in places, and I knew at a 
glance that they were out of the question. Then I saw 
other horses that were old, but might still be used, I 
thought, when on inspection I found them to be 
sp1ing halted so badly that they could move only 
with difficulty. As I· pass.ed on down the line the 
sore shoulders and other defects were appaling. We 
came to the last few horses and while they were not 
perfect by any means, I had seen such horses give 
service, and I asked if I could not try to save some 
of the crop with these. 'Their feet are rotten,' said the 
Lord. I reasoned, 'Surely ' and was told to 'Look 
and see.' 

"I immediately stepped in between the best 
tEmm, caught up one front foot and held it between 
my legs as a blacksmith would, while I dug into the 
foot with my pocket knife. It seemed to be filled 
with dry rot. I kept diseased portions 
away until I reached saw with 
a shock, that the best I dropped 
the foot to floor and when horse put his 
weight on it the hoof slipped up on the fetlock joint, 
rendering the horse in a state of collapse. 

''At this I reeled to and fro and would have fallen 
had not the Lord caught me and supported my 
frame, shaking with and bade me to sorrow 
not; that he had me to come 
a,nd see. 

'my sorrow too great; I can not even 
alone.' Whereupon the Lord linked his arm in 

and led me falteringly out of the barn to some 
Having received some I looked 

the old barn I once 
It was leaning at an and the 

hn,~rrt,:: were kicked off in many places where the 
nors.~:s pad been quarelling among themselves. 

this I was overcome with grief and would 
fallen again had not the Lord again strength-
me and said, 'Look!' of us. I saw a brand 

painted red, with trimmings. The 
and light out. We entered 

clear ba.rn, horses in pairs, 
Each horse weighed about sixteen 

fA"l:uu1i,i and wa& a lovely dapple. gray. with 

silver mane and tail.. They wore russet r.~,,.,,.,~"' 
brass mountings that dazzled the eye. 
overcome with and wonder, the Lord 
wm give you these to drive} 

I examined one of the horses that were mine tQ 
drive. I untied the connecting line at the manger 
and the hors,e backed out into the center isle;'D~. 
did not need a command. I moved the line, and tli, · 
horse moved, discerning my .. thought. Although the· 
horse was large, strong and handsome, he had the 
action of a hackney. The words of the Lord were 
still in my ears,-'I will give you six of these to 
drive.' My joy became so great that it is beyond 
man's vocabulary to describe, and the vision paSS'
ed while I was thus encompassed. 

Now you can see why I want all factions of the 
Restoration to awake and trim their lamps of all 
foreign matter while they still have oil in their ves
sels, lest we become as the foolish virgins. 

Your brother for one big union 
Elder A. 0. Armstrong. 
---001----

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS 
Mrs. Emma Harper of Ontario, California, writes 

Bro. McClain: Find enclosed $1.00 to renew my sub
scription to the Advocate. Wish it could come oftener. 
Bro. Anderson preached a few good sermons in our 
house. Sure did us lots of good; gave us strength and 
courage to press on to the goal which is the thous
and years reign with Christ, our elder Brother, and 
all the saints. My love to all who lov~ the Lord.'' 

Mrs. Alvenia J. Daley sends her tithing to Bro, 
McClain the prayers of the saints for her 
health. is 86 years old; she does not expect to 
remain here long, but she would like health and 
strength that she may be useful while she is here. 

Charles L. Sessions, of South Boardman, Michi~ 
gan writes office: 

send a dollar's worth of November 
Advocate; some baptisimal certificates, a few 
transfer blanks, and some blanks for blessing chil.q.,, 
ren. R. D. Davis is now able to be around a part of 
the an4 we have had a few meetings with 

One sister has asked for 
are interested; one child was Nesse« · 

"'f"11,"''""' are in prospect. The good Spi?'it 
us our meetings. 

This (Nov. 7,) is my birthday. 80 years ag-0 Iw.as 
born at Bethel Corners, Twp. of Victory, Cayuga Co. 
New York." 

u:1.1i1u11at om: broth~'s age, he says he has 
summer and fall and cheerfully 

have come in to him r,:,.,,,a,n ... hr 

=~•J»~·,, J. T. Ford his wife were 
6tl1, 

hit by a large truck. and nearly all the .front end 
was .knocked out. Sister Ford received a deep gasli 
on her and was cut on one hand. She WM> 

on her sme just over the heart, and. lier' 
right arm and shoulder, also her right leg and hip 
were She was partially .unconscious f<>r ~ 
time. Bro. Ford, as he puts it, "\\'as bruised a ,pleilti 1' 

But he. was, able to · write to ,Bro. ,MeCiai'.'p •· t'.he,.;. 
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FOR THE CHILDREN 

A CHRISTMAS STORY 
Bess lay on the couch, before an open fire, think

ing. It was Qhristmas eve. Her grandmother had 
just finished telling her about the first Christmas. 
Bess was nine years old, and this was the first time 
she had ever heard the story of the first Christmas. 
She had never gone to a public school. Her parents 
were wealthy and had a private tutor for her. Her 
parents were more interested in things of the world 
than the religious education of their young daught
er. All Bess knew of Christmas was Santa Claus, 
presents, candy and good things to eat; that is what 
Christmas meant to her, with parties and balls for 
the grownups. 

Bess was an orphan, and her grandmother had 
taken her to rear when her father and mother died. 
Bess would inherit her parents' property when she 
cam~ of age. 

This was the first Christmas Eve in grand
mother's, old fashioned house. Bess found that grand
mother's idea of Christmas was very different from 
what hers, had been. Of course Bess believed that 
the story grandmother had told her about the baby 
Jesus and the star and the shepherds was true, but 
it was so new to her and Bess wished she could know 
more about it. Wouldn't it be nice to just know that 
it all really happened. 

Suddenly an idea popped into her little head. She 
would just ask Jesus of whom grandma had told 
her, and if he answered her, would know that the 
story about him was true. 

So Bess slipped off the couch and kneeling be
side it prayed, "Oh Jesus, please show me if 
what grandma told me about you is true. And if it 
is Jesus, help me to follow you, and oh, forgive dear 
daddy and mamma for not knowing about you." 

With a satisfied feeling resumed her place on 
the couch. The fire crackled in the grate and the 
wind sighed in the pine trees outside, and Bess, be
came sleepy. 

Then it seemed that a hazy cloud surrounded her, 
and soft strains of music reached her ears. She won
ered where. the music came from. It was very faint 
at first, and.then it became louder she could hear 
words. It was such sweet music, the sweetest she had 
ever heard. Looking up, she saw angels, all in white, 
singing: 

"Glory to God in the highest; on earth peace, 
good-will toward men." 

Softly the away scene 
changed. She was out doors, it was night. 
She heard voices and she could see s,heep all around 
her, and a great big star in the midst of the heavens 
shown down on them. 

Then she saw that the s,hepherds were going in 
the direction o:f distant lights in the little town of 
Bethlehem. She cm~la hear them saying: 

"Let us now go even unto Bethlehem and see this 
thing which has come to pass,, which the Lord has 

made known unto us." 
Bess followed at a distance. Over hill and 

dell they went, and their feet would often 
sharp stones, but it mattered not. They were 
eager to see what they should find to think 
that. 

Soon they reached Bethlehem, and Bess followed 
the shepherds. They went in to a stable, at the back 
of an inn. An inn was a place where travelers would 
stay for the night. The inn was all full, and that was 
the reason they had to go to the stable. Of course 
Bess saw what you would expect to find in a stable. 
There were sheep and goats and cattle, and there 
was a little group of people there, too. 

Bess wondered what they were all looking at, and 
she slipped up to see. There in the manger, tucked 
in so carefully, lay the sweetest, tiny baby! It's 
beautiful young mother sat beside it, watching it 
lovingly, and Bess saw a circle of bright light around 
the baby and his mother. 

At first Bess thought it was all very strange and 
then grandmother's story flashed into her mind, and 
she understood. This was the baby Jesus who was 
born on Chritmas Eve, so long ago, and that beauti
ful young mother was ,his mother, Mary. She was 
looking at the Christ child! 

The dream passed, and Bess found hers.elf sitting 
all alone on the couch in grandmother's library. The 
fire had burned low, and grandmother was calling to 
her to ready for bed. 

prayer had been answered. She had been 
shown that grandmother's story was, true. 

Amy Gould. 
---oo---

Dear friends: 
I am nine old and in the fourth grade at 

school. I like go to Sunday school. started 
taking me to Sunday school when I was a tiny 

baby. I am in Mother's class now and lik~. 
it. learn lots of things in t}le Bible. 

My daddy is manager Zion's Ad,. 
vocate. He it in bi's shop in our basement; I 
like to run, but must not bother an}" 
thing. mother get the ready . 
to mail. Wm some you boys and girls write 
to me. 

Love, Lois Wheaton. 
---001-----

BABY LOGIC 

years 
With her puckered down 
In a painstaking frown, 
Under her of gold. 

and nurse coming 
..c,21,cuuu,t~u in a tone of "'"~"'"''"'" 
"Don't you know it's a sin 
Any work to begin 
On the day that the Lord s~n~ti:fie, l" 



December 1938 

don't 
The good 
This little iron 

---oo---
our scrap book 

YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE 
By Vida E. Smith 

I rode one day on the highway, 
In a place that I marveled to see 
When the sun from a 
Shone on forests 

I looked upon thousands and .,.,,Juc,cu,,uo 

And O ! they were to see ; 
There was one for each and my 
And course one for you and for me. 

There were bluish and 
And some dainty, and 
And some of the nh, ... ,i., 

For a splendid gay, 

I wanted them all to come marching 
Behind my dear comrade and me, 
Away from the beautiful mountains, 
To the homes we in see. 

Where 
And hold 
The singing 
Some of them 

---00•---

SURETY 

What care I if for lack of faith 
The earth should quake my 
Or if from every side 
The sword or snare I have meet? 
What matter if I have to give 
In full surrender all I have? 
Have I not had a chance awhile 
Some riches better thus to save? 

---oo---

This Wondrous Christmas Morning 

Slow the dawn comes noiseless, 
window there, 

---'Ou----

B ALM OF GILEAD 

---oo---
"If world needs anything, it 

Christ, and there is no finer opportunity 
ing him to the young than in the story of 

center 

to turn to 
present

birth." 



Salvation Found Only 

•• Within The Church 
The fact that in all ages a multitude of martyrs have been found ready to sur

render their lives for the church, suggests the sacredness of the institution and the 
priceless treasures contained within her vaults-the treasures of eternal life. And 
it was for this same organization that our Lord offered up His life upon the cross, 
"Christ also loved the church and gave himself for it." - Ephesians 5:25. 

The church only may claim association with Christ here, or hereafter, for 
"He is the head of the body, the church." - Colossians 1: 18. All other insti
tutions are but unattachable trunks. Nowhere do we read of the royal raiment 
of salvation enshrouding any save they are identified with the bride, the Lamb's 
wife, and that bride is the church. (2 Corinthians 11:2; Matthew 25:1-3; Rev
elation 19: 7-1 O; Matthew 22: 11-13; Ephesians 5 :23.) 

We read that "Christ is the head of the church, and he is the savior of the 
body." For this reason, "The Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved." (Ephesians 5: 23; Acts 2 :4 7.) 

When he comes he will sudden! y come to his temple; and Paul tells us 
what that temple is: "Know ye not (the church) that ye are the temple of God? 
Of others it is 

3 : 18 ; Malachi 3 : 1, 

True, there are 
of heart but petsist 
clothed wedding 

"Who may abide coming?'' 
) 

be those the manifest no 
worldly ways. These are the tares among the wheat, the un-

without oil in Such will be removed 
net e some cast 

nevertheless, it is a noteworthy fact that all who shall be saved must 
gathered by the net-the church. 

Daniel Macgregor in Autumn Leaves for September, 1909. 



SUPPLIMENT TO ZION'S ADVOCATE 
December>, 19 38 

Special N otce 
From different quarters come an urgent appeal that the recent discussion held on the Temple Lot, 

between Apostle Clarence L. Wheaton of the Church of Christ (Hedrickite), and Elder Rupert Fletcher 
of the Church of Jes.us Christ (Cutlerite), be put in book form, as it contains matter valuable to all be
lievers in the Restoration. 

A stenographic report was. made, and if the demand for publication is sufficient to warrant, it will be 
put into the hands of the printer at once. The book will be 6x9 inches, of about 330 to 350 pages., paper 
covers, at 60c each. Also a limited number, in cloth, at $1.00 each. All who are interested please res.pond 
at once, by filling and returning the blank below. 

C. L. Wheaton 

A. S. Wheaton 

Leon A. Gould 

Committee 

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 

Date ................ ·-··························-····· 

Mr. Leon A. Gould, 

Bemidji, Minn. 

Dear sir,- Inclosed find $ ............ for which send, when published, ................................ copies vVheaton-

Fletcher Debate (paper) or (cloth). 

Name ................................................................... . 

Street or P. 0. Box ........................................... . 

Address ............................................................... . 

If preferred, send ~ price now, balance when books. are ready, and your copies will be reserved. 
If book is not published all remittances will be returned. 
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