“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they

shall have the ‘gifr: and power of the Hily G};oét" “i Na?&i 1:187,
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURL MAY, 1937

Minutes of the

General Mzm%tars Conference of the Church of Chmst
1937

. FIRST DAY, TUESDAY, APRIL 6.

The first session of the Ministers’ Conference met in the
church on the Temple Lot at ten o'clock in the morning.  The
 sacrament was served, after which the meeting was devoted
o song, prayer and testimony, The service was in charge of
Apos’cieg 4&, B’i Smlth and Ja.mes . Tates, zmd @ﬁmpzed until

: Afﬁemafm besswn, 2 (lclock.
ﬁ B Mﬁier in i;he i}k&!}’, 3 E B@zar@h a%t&tmg

»nt and A. }?91 Smﬁ:h Were ;ée}ecw{i as” Pzess Com»»

v be heard from. No one ijectmg, Bro. Moler

hoa few remm:'ka, then called x}gﬁn Apostles C. L.

n A M. Smith, B. C. Flint, James B, Yates, Wi, F.

on and J. E. Bozarth, in the order of the length of

hey had served in the guornm, Foﬂﬂwmg these,

ops J. B, MeClain and A. O, Frisbey were caiied u;mn,
hen Eiéerfs R. M. Maloney and J. T. Overcast.

_ The meeting adjourned at 4 o'clock by singing No. 21’?

i thee Hymnaz and prayer by Bro. Bozarth,
. Eveping Session.
5 ?maﬁhmg by James E

o ’faﬁeq,
Overeast,

sszsted by J. T,

SE&GVD DAY, WEI}NFE‘BI}AY A?RIL 7.
. \iemmg
;,*3& Pm:,er meetmg in charge of J. R Mﬂ(}lam and
m F. Anderson. An interesting Tmeeting.
11:00. The ﬁzpe:aker of the hour was R. M. Maioney.
 Thes E: Barton was in charge of the meeting.
- . Afternoon Business Session, 2 O'clock,
' J B Bz}zaﬁh in the chauz*, aﬂxat«ed by Wm. F. Anderson.

354 was sunge
tes maé and &ppmveé
ion af ﬁhﬁ chau* Bm James E Yates read fmm
- mi% gwemmg mzmsterq con-

4 time honored custom,

‘apmtl&s, the seventies or peneral bishoprie”

‘Reports were read from Elders Lewxs E, Wﬁi‘c?} John
Daer and F. J. Parkinson, -
- Tentative program s&bmztﬁe& by the Tweiva W&S maé
and adopted. , -
A statement from R. M. ’%&a}aney was read in ow
said that after a vear's dei&hetatmﬂ, he was ready to ;
his call “and submit to ordination”

Bro. Wheaton moved that the statement be spre
minutes and that provision be made for the broth
tion in the prayer meeting ’I’humdﬁy mornin
éz:amsgmn as to whethe; it Waui{} be pm}aer

in the ma‘x:mn

The report of the committee on kamg har
Bro. Flint moved that astion on the documen
until the 8th 1o give T 1. Jordan time to g
James Yates seconded the motion,

Bro. Wheaton moved as a_ substitute tifxat ihf ]
made special order of Jusiness for temrmmw,
afternoon. - Bro. Anderson moved to amend the
by striking out “tomorrow afﬁemmn, and make it re
day afternoon.” k

Considerable (lzscussmﬁ fsiiﬁwed ‘when the pre
tion was ealled.

The substitute carried by a vote of 8 for and %i agams«';i;

The substitute as amendeé yeceived 12 vgtfe%’ none -
against.

A bill was rea& m’i}mmaé by the Twe?ve o
promiscuous erdmaz,mn of m‘espomxb}e persons w t}:ée
hood.” ,

Bro. Moler moved tz) adopt the bill

Bro. (. AL Gu?:'weii moved that o be more specific
2 be amended by inserting the words, “the council of tw
The doe
as amended was adopted by a vote of 13, none voting aga
The document follows:

1. Wheress, there has come to our a’étentaon evad@
of promiscuous ordination of men o the priesthood in ,
Church of Christ through ill-advised persons who have be
motivated by a %pmt {)f %mhua;}a&;m aﬁ& ze:al m}ts a
to godliness, .

2. Therefore, be it resolved that we adapt as o
govern iﬂ}ﬁh cases. the following course (}f pmeedur’

are called to occupy in the ¢
he seventies, or the g@nemi bish

caﬁ must bee approved i)y the e}mm}'x at ite cont




,Bw, Bartﬁn ~ :

A number spoke, w}}eﬁ Sister C. L. Whédt{}n affereé
a subxﬁd}ary motion rewmm&ﬁdmg that the report and the
vecommendations offered by the committee be considered
separately. This was seconded.

Bro. Maloney spoke and then Bro. Wheaton moved the
previous question on the subsidiary motion. The motion lost
by a vote of 6 for and 10 against, and the discussion con-
tinued.

Bro. Wheaton rose to speak.  Bro. Moier abgected on the
ground that he had been heard from through the document
he had read.  The chair took that view of the matter and
so ruled. Bro. Wheaton appealed from the decision of the
chair. The ruling of the chair was submitted to vote. 7
voted for sustaining the chair and 9 against. ,

Bro. Wheaton was given the floor, speaking to the sub-
sidtary motion.

Bro. Maloney pre@eﬁted the inllowmg preamble and reso-
lution:

“By reason of the nature of this committee’s repart and
the other -documents we have heard express evidemce of
sharp and unyielding opinion in the body, therefore to save
the church from unpleasant and unfruitful conflict; 1 move
that this whole matter be laid on the taple”

This was seconded by Bro. Wheaton,

By a vote of 14 for doing so, and only 3 against, the whole
matter was laid upon the table.

Because the time was needed for gquorum meetings, the
Twelve recommended that the prayer meeting Saturday mor-
ning be moved from 9:30 to 11 o'clock.

 Closing song was 216 m Hymnal.

Benedxctmn by Bro. Jordan.

Evening Session.

’F 45 Bro. T. 1. Jordan was the »peaker

Anderson was in charge of the meeting.

FIFTH DAY, SATURDAY, APRIL 10,
: . Morning Session.
11:00 AL M The prayer meeting was in charge of Bro.
T, J. Jordan and R. M. Maloney. 1t was a spiritual meeting.
The good Spirit spoke through Bro. Yates, comforting and
encouraging the saints and commending those who had
made an effort to come to the conference.
Afternoon Business Session, 2:00 O'clock,
Bro. Leon A. Gould in the chair, Bro. Jordan assisting.
182 in Hymnal was sung.
Prayer by Bro. Jordan.
191 in Hymnal :
Minutes of last session read and preamble was added to
~ Bro. Maloney’s resolution as he wished.
. General Recorder’s report was read.
- Bro. Wheaton moved that the Recorders’ Report be ap-
~ proved, and that Bro. Nicholas Denham be continued in
. pffice. This was seeonded and carried.

Bro. Wm. E.

“ageratxve enterprise was read. The adoption of this report
:v,sas moved and seconded, earrymg by a vote of 14 for and
none against.

 Ministerial reports were read from Elders James Evans,
David Jenking, John G. Jenkins and Silas Madden.

Report of General Bishoprie was read. Moved to approve
_the repovt. A, M. Suiith mioved a5 a substitute that the
report be considered, paragraph at a fime. Carried.
 Bro. Anderson moved to approve the first reei}mmenciatwn
- of the report.  Carried.

Bm Aﬁdemﬂn mcwed to app?ove ﬁw ssmnd reeﬂmmenda~

Bro. mewei} m&ved ta éefer actzfm unm Em, Ford could

o'elock.

Jc-mt report from the Twelve and Bishopric upon the co-

communicate with Bro. Johnson. 10 w%;ed for thzsy 2 ag ,
The Committee on Working Hdrmmy sﬁbmzti&e& a resvxae&'
report, which was read. .
There was some questlon 48 to the prﬁper course c}f pra- -
cedure to reconsider the report of the Committee, and Bro.
Wheaton moved that the committee be permifted to with.
draw their original report from the table and sabmlt th
revised report. By vote this was granted. ‘
Bro, Wheaton further moved that the Recﬂmmeudatmnsﬁ ;
accompanying the mpert be considered paragraph bv p&ra‘ o
graph. .
Consideration of t,h}s motion was mtempt&é hy a k
guest from A M. &nué:h, seconded by B. C. Flint, askmg ',
that a letter read by Bro. Wheaton in the Quorum of
Twelve be rvead here. Bro. Wheaton said the letter w .
personal matter. Bro. Anderson moved to 1ay this matl n
on the table. By vote this was done. .
Vote was called on the previous guestion to take u;x i:h& -
recommendations. of the Committee on Working ﬁam@ﬁy
paragraph by paragraph. By vote this was ordered, =
Paragraph 1 was read. s adoption was moved and
seconded and carried by a vote of 9 for and five againsl
Paragraph 2 was read. It was moved and seconded
adopt.  After the discussion had proceeded some ways
A, M. Smith offered the following: ,
“Whereas, it is still quite apparent that the sp}‘tzt of & 5 '
matter is still sharply dividing the body of this conference,
1 therefore move that this  whole matter be aned an t%w -
table” '
This motion was seconded dﬁd carried bv a vota of 14 fm';, '
and one against. '
Moved to adjourn bmmess until M’wéay afterm{}on aﬁ

No. 223 in the Hymnal was sung. ,
Benediction was offered by Bro. Jordan.
Evening Session.
7:45.  Preaching by Bro. Lstan Gould, Bro. B. M. Maiﬁﬁﬁ ,
in chdrg& :

SIXTH DAY, bUNI}AY APRIL 11
Mammg Session.

The twelve called 2 praver meeting at 8 &ﬁiac% to which
all were invited to attend. The meéting was in ﬁharge of T
J. Jordan and A. M. Smith. ﬁ, splendid meetmg was e
ported. .

The local church held Sunday school at the i*eg'ular tzme,, .
9:45 to 10. .

At the 11 o’clock hour in the morning H. E. Wiek}r was the
speaker, J. R. MeClain in charge. .

1n the afternoon at 2:80, J. E. Bozarth preached, Bro Ray .
Bryan of Hamilton, Mo., in charge. .

In the evening at 745, Wm. F. Anéermn was t:he &p@&ke?f,,
J. . Bozarth in charge.

 SEVENTH DAY, MONDAY, APRIL 12V
Morning Session. .

§:80 Prayer meeting in charge of Bro. Gibbons and Fei’é .
11:80 Preaching by B, M Maloney, Bro. T. J. Ford m
charge.

Afterncon Business Sessian, 2:&@ {)’cimkc
T. 3. Jordan in the chair: A. M. Smith assisting.
143 in Hymnal opening song.
Prayer by A. M. Smith. -
Moved that all matters of busme‘-:s be plaaeé in %;he hgﬂd‘%',t”
of the presiding officer. Carried. -
Minutes read and approved. ,
R%ammeﬂdatmns from the Twelve a{imseé that i:ms
be taken up a’c, 10 o'clock Tuesday morning, and at
o'clock Tuesday afternoon. No new budiness would



ceived after 2:00 o'clock P, M. April 13th
prayer meeting would meet at 9:00 o'clock under this ar-

The mormng
zaﬁgemem; The recommendations were approved by the
body.

C. L. Wheaton moved that Thos. E. Barton sueceed him-
self on the Committee for Working Harmony.

J. E. Bozarth moved as a substitute that we defer action.

H. E. Moler moved to amend the substitute by striking out
all after that and state instead that “we abolish the Com.
mittee on Working Harmony” B, €. Flint seconded,

Several spoke to the question when the Chair asked Bro.
Wheaton to yield the floor for the readmg of the following
resolutions:

“Whereas there has been co much contention over the
Working Harmony movement and the committee:

“And wherezs we have now spent two days on this matter
and are just where we were when we started:

Therefore, be it resolved that this body in conference as-
sembled, by their vote ask gi’ﬁa committee to resign, and
that contact with the other groups of the Restoration be
made through the ministry of the Church of Christ {Temple
ot which iz a continuation of the church restored Apr}}
6, 1830

These resolutions were %1;;‘11&& i}y sixteen names. {See Ref.
Blli No, 10.)

B. C. Flint moved the adoption of the éaeument' J. E.
Bozarth seconded.

The chair ruled that this dwumenﬁ would be entertained
as a substitute for all before it relating to the subject.

Bro, Jordan gave the chair to A. M. Smith that he might
speak, Others spoke to the question when R. M. Maloney
moved the prevmm question. It was called by a vote of 9 for
and b agai

Vote on the substitute earmed by 16 for it and 3 against it

Bro. Ford reported that Bro. HPHY‘}’ Johnson was not pre-
pared to say whether he would serve as one of the seven
bishops.  Bro. Gurwell moved to dsfer action on h;s name
until Tuesday morning. Bro. Ford seconded.
 Dro. Yates moved as a substitute that this conference
authorize the placing of Bro. jo 1 in the Bishopric and
_make provision for his Qrdmatwn hig lost by 6 for and 7
against,

The original motion earried by L1 for and enly 1 against.

Supplying  vacancies occuring thzs year on Boards and
Commitiees was taken up.

It was moved that A, O, Fﬁ%bey succee«i himself on the
Board of Trustees, .

C. L. Wheaton speaks, mevmg as a c;ubst;*uie that we
_recommend to the whole church the abolishing of the Beard
of Trustees and that custedy and trusteeship of the Temple
Lot property as well as all other real estate property coming
into the hands of the genera} ehﬂreh shall be vested in the
general bishoprie, ,

Thos. E. Barton moves as a sub
tion on substitute until next ye

Bro. C. 1. Wheaton offers b
of Trustees.

The previous guestion was c&i é‘ }mt lost by a vole of 5
for and 7 against.
~ Three spoke, and the sabmdmfy motion was ;cmt to vote.
Two were for it and 11 against it

It was moved to refer the su*wsi:;tuie& 10 8 committee
- carried.

A. O, Frishey, C L. Wheaton and J. R. McClain were
yminated for that committee. 1t was moved that these
¢ constitute the commiitiee,

L. Wheaton was gl‘aféﬁ the floor: he spoke, again offer-
,h;ts' rngnatwn as a member on the Board of trustees,

dxary motion to defer ac.

éﬁignation from the Board

This

ZION'S ADVOCATE

to become effeszt}ve at onde, giving as his reason, “I helleve
that such trusteeship %hfmld be vested m the general bishop-
ric of the church.”

It was moved to accept Bro. Wheamns remgnatmn and
the body approved.

“Bro. Jas. E. Yates obtained the floor and read the fol
lowing:

“We, the Committee on Working Harmony,” appointed to
promote as great a harmony with other divisions of the
Restoration as mizht be consistent with the fact that this
Church of Christ is the true church, and is now the official
organization by Divine appointment, wish upon our part
to promote as great harmony with those other organizations
as possible and right:

However, since a number of our brethren and ministers
of the Quorum of Twe"‘ ¢ are so determined against deing
these things by ecmmzt{ee, and since we feel that harmony
within the church is of first impdriance,

Therefore we, of the wmmzttee, hereby resign, in the hope
that we may thereby aceampl!sh the greatest good for the
chureh.

We do this, subject

the approva} of Referendum.
' James E. Yates.
Signed: C. L Wheaton.

A, M. Smith moved t‘ﬁat we accept the resignation of the
Committee on Working Hdrmany. The motion was seconded.
Considerable discussion followed, when the matter was placed
10 vote, and 13 voted to accept the resignation of the com-
mittee, and 2 voted agamst domg 50.. (Bill No. 11

The session adjourned by singing 221 in ihe Hynmal and
prayer by Bro. A. M. Smith.

; E‘?enmg Session.
45. J. E. Bozarth was the sp&aker, Roelland Sprague in
dmrge

EIGHTH DA5 TU}&SBAY, APRIL 13.

roing Session.

1 charge of Pro, Ford and Gibbons.
ess Session, 10 O'clock,

B. €. Flint assisting.

9:00.  Prayer meetin

199 in Hymnal was
Prayer by B. €. FlIi
Minutes read and ap
Jas. E. Yates moved
Johnson taking a pla
Chureh.  Carried.
Bro. Yates moved “That in accord with the evident divine
call by the Holy &pmt that Bro. Gibbons be ordained an
elder, we therefore ap;}mve the cali, and recommend to the
authorities in his home distriet that provision be made for
his ordination.”
The body voted to approve, -
Committee reported on the question submztted to them
yesterday, as follows:

hat this ceﬁferehee approve of Bro.
in the General Bishopric of the

Independence, Mo, April 13, 1937,
To the Ministers’ Conference of the Church of Christ, with
Headquarters on the Temple Lot, Greeting:

As the committee appainted to draft suitable resolutions to
be sent out to the referendum of the whole church relative
to the frusteeship of property belonging to the gencral
Chureh of Christ, such as the Temple Lots, ete.; we wish to
present the following for your consideration and approval:

Whereas title has been vested i a board of trastess that
have continued in custody of the Temple Lot property owned
by the Church of C}ms% under the foiiawmg terms Gf con-
veyance, 1. e., - -

“As trustees in fru for the aforesaid Chureh of Christ,
and to their official successors as trustees in trust for the

said Church of Christ, decording to the laws and covenants




of said church . ..

1o other church of the same name ‘or similarity of name than
_ that which has been specified in this deed of which said

Grandville Hedrick is now this day and date the President
~of said Church of Christ, as being composed of associated

members adecording to the laws and covenants of said
Chureh, wherefore the said Church of Christ is the veal

party of the second part to this deed of conveyance as rep-
resented by the terms, ‘Trustees in trust’ for said Church
of Christ”

 Therefore be it resolved that this same title under the
same conditions shall hereinafter be vested in the Genersl

Bishopric of the Church of Christ, as well as the title to all
other real estate property of the general chm'ch as trustees
in tmst for said Church of Christ.”
Respectfully sa%;\mztted,

{Cammittee} A. O. Frisbey, J. R. McClain, C. L. Wheaton,

(This is Referendum Bill No. 13

Bro. Flint moved to approve and adapi this report and
daseharge the committee. It was seconded and carried,

Filling vacancies on the Conference Court was next con-
sidered. Some information had to be looked up, and while
this was bemg éame the Committee on Complaints was pre-
,sented :

It was moved to dispense with thzs committee:

A substitute was offered that Bro. Ford take the piace of
the outgmng member, Bro. Postma.  The subsixtnte pre-
vailed.

The mformatwn sought bémg ready, the sui;;act of the
Conference Court was taken up again. It was moved that
Bro. Derry, MecClain and Bozarth succeed themselves,

An amendment was offered that Bro. Overcast be given a
piaw on the court,

J. E. Bozarth resigned from the court, and Joseph Yates
and D. Ray Bryant were nominated,

€. L. Wheaton moved as a substitute for the whole matter
that Jos. Yates fill one of the vacancies.

An amendment was offered to this substitute that the
names of Chas. Derry and J. R. MeClain be included.

On being put to vote the amendment carried and the
ysubstltu’ce; as amended carvied. The committee now propoesed
consists of Alex Warner, Wm. Postma, Chas, Derrv, J. R.
MeClain and Jos. Yates.

Bro. Anderson maoved m discharge the Building Com-
mittee and that their duties be taken by the Plans Committes.

€. L. Wheaton moved amendment that all properties as
’ma}s, materials, ete,, shall be put in charge of the General
Bxﬂhapmc} to make such dlsposai of the perishable material
as their judement might suggest.

: Bro. Jordan moved as 3 substitute for the whole matter
that the General Bishoprie take pver the work of the Build-

ing Committee and that all materials, tools, machinery, ste,,
~ be under the }unsdictwn of the Bishopric to dispose of as

. t}xeﬁ* J&dgment might suggest. This was seconded.
C. L. Wheaton moved to defer action until recomnienda-
" twns from the Blshopmc came in. This carried.
Moved to ad;{mm until 2:00 ociack this aftemmm
_ Closed with 218 in the Hymnal, ,
- Benediction by Bro. Flint.
~ Afternoon Business Session, 2:00 O’clock.
B C Flintin chaxr C. L. Wheaton assisting,
; Qpenmg song, 118 in Hymnal
_ Prayer by Bro. Wheaton.
Minutes read and appr{we{i
_ The following was presmxted by the Sécretary of the
Querum of 'i‘wehze
m session Aprﬂ 13 1987, the follawmg was
d@g}t&d ’i*}mé in view of Bro. Wheaton’s long and faithful

and the right of csnveyance pertains to

service, as seeretary of the Qﬁamm (}f Tweive, tha
quest the Ministers’ Conference to atz,thom.sa him tf}
typewriter now in his possession”
Re,spectfuiiy submitted, Loon f% Gould 3
Bro. Anderson moved that we concur with the re
mendation, Tt was seconded and carried unammou%ly (R&f
Bill No. 163
The report of the eommzﬁtee on Temporal Pians Wag ye
C. L. Wheatort moved the adoption of the program, ami
it be submitted to Referendum. The metion was secon ,'e
and carried unanimously.
The pmwi&ge was given the entire assembly Gf %tmg m
the matter which they did by standing, (This is Referend&mj
Bill No. 17} ,'
Bro. Gould moved that a committee of three be am) ted |
to form articles of incorporation, provided the Plan :s ap
proved by referendum. The body approved this. -
Bro. Yates moved that the committee who wrote the P '
be the committee io fermulate articles of mmrpa
Carried. .
Bro. Wheatcn maveé that 2000 {3091&3 af i:he P%an e
pmnted ,
Bro. Anderson amended to make it 1000 ecapies‘ -
Bro. Wheaton moved as a substitute to the whole mattser
that the Board of Publication be asked to hold the type unti
returns from the Referendum come in. The stlﬁsumte
being put to vote carried.
The Auditor’s Report was read. It was ma:wed fo ap ,
Bro. Yates amenderd to ineclude the work of the Offxce Man
ager. The amendment carried. The mt:xtmn as amek, ed
carried.
The Bishops ‘made an addztw:ﬁal z‘eport as fo!lcws,
“In regard to the Office Manager, Bro. Ford mo d,
matters of a difficult nature, to relieve him of too gre:
vesponsibility, that he counsel with the bishop or bisl -
most convenient, and if need be, all the hishops, thm‘: 4 co -
sensus of opinion may be haé Approved.
Znd. Having a chanee to dispose of the church tmei«: whi
is now in Minnesota at Wﬁdt we consider a fair price, and
on reasonable terms, we deemn it wise fo sell it; and 2‘& Was -
20 ordered. ,,
3rd, In view of the fact ﬁmﬁ %he lumber on the Temple .
Lot is deteriorating very fast, the one inch stuff especially,
that it be sold for eash, and placed in the temple fund, with
which other material may be purchased when needed, if ne‘c
otherwise provided for by the conference: that the office.
manager, Brother McClain, and A. 8 Wheaton be author
to sell the lumber.. This was concurred in by four bishs “
present, This to alse include the cement that was ieﬂ: GITE '
hand by the Emicxmg committee, ,

J. B. MeClain, secretary
1t was moved to aéog}t the abmg report with its rec
mendations.  Seconded and carried. {This is Bef. Bill Nﬂa 21
Moved to adjourn until temorrow mammg at ten c}{*iﬂ(fk -
Closing song 217 in Hymna? ,
Benediction by Bro. Wheaton,
Evening Session.
7:45 ?reaehmg by B.C. Flint. A M. Smith in c’fxafge
NINTH DAY, WEDNESDAY, APRIL }ci
Morning Session, .
9:00 Prayer meeting in eharge of Brn. ”Yic(}iam and Garn o
well .
: }}asingss &e‘s’sifm 10 Q’ﬁ}mk‘ .
C. 1. Wheaton in the chair. H. E, Moler assisting,
202 in Hymnal was sung. -
Pra}er hy Bro. Moler.
Minutes read and approved. ,,
Reading of mxmstemai ap}tsomtment% (R&f Bx?} Neo 2




- Conference Court was taken up again.

ing Committee and that all materials,
. be under the jurisdiction of the Bxshoprm to dispose of as

- 01:‘ amd church and the mgh'i: of czmveyanee per"tazm to
no ther church gf the same name m similarity of name than
that which has been spec;f:eé in this deed of which said
Grandville Hedrick is now this day and date the President
of said Chureh of Christ, as being composed of assoeiated
nmembers according to the laws and covenants of said
Church, wherefore the said Chureh of Christ is the real
party of the second part to this deed of conveyance as rep-
“resented by the term, ‘Trustees in tmst’ for said Church
of Christ”

Therefore be it resolved that this same title under the
same conditions shall hereinafter he vested in the General
Ez*s}m}}me of the Church of Christ, as well as the ftitle to all
other real estate property of the general church as trustees
in trust for sa;d Church of Christ.”

Respeetfully submitted,
{Commxi:tee} Ao Fms}:sey, 4. R. MeClain, €. L. Wheaton.
{This is Referendum Bill No. 13.)

Bro. Flint moved to approve and a&opi: this report and
discharge the caamm;tﬁee. 1t was seconded and carried.

Filling vacaneies on the Conference Court was next con-
sidered. Some information had to be looked up, and while
this was being done the Committee on Compiamt% was pre-
sented, '

It was moved t@ dzspense with this cﬁmmlttee

A substitute was offered that Bro. Ford take the place of
the wtgmng member, Bro. Po‘stma( The aubstzmte pre-
vailed. '

‘The mformatmn Sought being re,aady, the subject of the
It was moved that
Bra. Derry, McClain and Bozarth succeed themselves.

_ An amendment was offered that Bro. Overcast be given a
' plﬁ{:e on the court.

JE Bozarth reszgnaé from the court, ané Joseph Yates
‘and D. Ray Bryant were nominated. -

C. L. Wheaton moved as a substitute for t;he whole matter
that Jos, Yates fill one of the vacancies.

An amendmént was offered to this gﬁbsﬁtute that the
names of Chas. Derry and J. R, MeClain be included.

On being put to vote the amendment earried and the
substitute as amended carried. The committee now proposed
consists of Alex Warner, Wm. Postma, Chas. l}erry, J. R

- MecClain and Jos. Yates.

Bro. Anéersen moved to discharge the Building Com-
mittee and that their duties be taken by the Plans Committee,

€. L. Wheaton moved ‘amendment that all properties as
tools, materials, ete, shall be put in charge of the General
_Bishoprie, to make s&ch ‘disposal of the perishable material
as their judgment might sugpest.
- Br(n Jordan moved as a substitute for the whole matter
_ that the General Bishoprie take over the work of the Build-
' tools, machinery, ete,

thmr mdgment might sippest. This was seconded.
€. L. Wheaton moved to defer ‘action until recommenda-
,tmns from the Bwhapnc came in, This carried
. "Mmfed to adjourn until 2:00 o'clock this afternoon.
_ Closed with 218 in the Hymnal.
Benediction by Bro. Flint.
.  Afternoon Business Sessmm 2:00 O’efm:k
. B. C. Flint in chair. C. L. Wheaton assisting.
; Openmg song, 118 m ﬁ}fmnal
 Prayer by Bro. Wheaton.
. Minutes read axzd appmve& ,,
The following was presem:eci hy the Seeretary of the
Quorum of Twelve:
! tha rum sessmn Apmi 134, 1987, the fﬂlit}wmg was
‘ced “That m view ﬂf Bm Wheaton’s long and faxthfzﬁ

carried.

service, as secretary of the Quﬂmm af ',weive,'
quest the Ministers’ Conference to aﬁtharize h;m ta o
typewriter now in his possession.”’
_ Respectfully submitted, Leﬁn A Ga £
Bro. Anderson moved that we concur with the Te
mendation. It was seconded and carried uz}ammcwusly. {(Hef
Bill No. 16.) ; -
The report of the committee on ‘I’emporai Plans was ,
C. L. Wheaton moved the adoption of the program, and that
it be submitted to Referendum. The motion was sawnded
and carried unammousiy c '
The przmiege was given the entire asqemb}y af vat
the matter which they ch{i by standing, (This is Refer wdurm
Bill No. 17.) .
Bro. Gould moved t’haiz a eommxttee c:f three be appe
to form articles of incorporation, provided the Plan is
proved by referendum. The body approved this,
Bro. Yates moved that the committee who wrote the Plan
be the committee to formulate attmles of me@rp@ratmn
Carried,
Bro. Wheaton maveé that 2660 .copies of ﬁze Pi
printed. .
Bro. Anderson amended to make it 1000 copies.
Bro. Wheaton moved as a substitute to the whole m
that the Board of Publication be asked to hold the type
returns from the Referendum come m The sabstztut
being put to vole carried. -
The Auditor’s Report was read. It was mtwed i;ﬁ Approv
Bro, Yatex amended to include the work of the Office
ager. The amendment carried. T}ze mc)tmn as amer

The Bishops made an adé:tmnai repart as foilaw :

“In regard to the Office Manager, Bro. Ford maveé
matters of a difficult nature, to relieve him of too great
responsibility, that he counsel with the bishop or b
most convenient, and if need be, all the bhishaps, that a cx}
sensus of opinion may be had. Approved.

2nd. Having a chanee to (hspsse of the church tmek which
is now in Minnesota at what we consider a fair price, and
on reasonable terms, we e 0t it Wlse to sell :zt and it Was .
g0 ordered. -

3rd, In view of the fact thai; the lumber on the ’i‘emplé
Lot is deteriorating very fast, the one inch stuff especially,
that it be sold for cash, and placed in the temple fund, with ,
which other material may be purchased when needed, if not
otherwise provided for by the conference: that the ce
manager, Brother MeClain, and A. S. Wheaton be author
to sell the lumber. This was concurred in by four bisl
present.  This to also include the cement that was lef
hand by the Building commiittee.

J R Mﬂclazn, secret
It was moved to aé&pt the above report with its recor
mendations. Seconded and carried. {This is Ref. Bill No. ,,
Moved to adjourn until tomorrew morning at ten @ﬂimk
Closing song 217 in Hymnal,
Benediction by Bro. Wheaton,
Evening Session,
7:45  Preaching by B. C. Flint. A M. Smith in eharg‘e
 NINTH DAY, WEDNERDAY, APRIL 14,
Morning Session. ‘ .
9:00 Prayer meeting in charge of Brn, Mﬂﬂam and Gur-* '
well,
~ 8usmess h«e&smn 10 {)’clmzk. .
C. 1. Wheaton in the chair. M. E. Moler aﬂzsmtmgx
202 in Hymnal was sung. ,
Prayer by Bro. Moler.
Minutes read and a’ppmve& ,
'Readmg of ministerial apgmntmentis {Ref E}ﬁ Ne. 22




___ ZION'S ADVOCATE

The body approves.

Selection of a general church audxmr was ordered.
inations were as follows:

A BL Smith,—declines: B. B, mebmdg& and Riley Wheat-
o

Moved as a substitute to the whole maf:ter that the
Twelve be authorized to appoint R B mebrw{ge, if he
Wwould aceept: if he would not; then Riley Wheaton. The
Auditor was to have authority to install an adequate system
of bookkeeping. This was seconded and put to vote, 5 woted

for, and 4 against.

Bro. A. M. Smith, general superintendent of the Sunday
school asseciation, pave an oral teport. He recommended
the publication and use by our schools of a system of re.
porting submitted by Bro, Wayne ilichardson,

The body approved of the Superintendent’s recommenda-
tion.

The Secretary of the Sunday school association made g
report. The body approved.

The body approved the cexxtmaatwn of A. M. Smith as
general Sunday sechool superintendent.

Sr. Sheldon declined reelection as generai secretary be-
cause she did not have time for the work and Bro. Wayne
Richardson was elected.
 Thomas Maley and Rolland Spracie were nominated for
the office of assistant superintendent,  Bro Sprague was
_chosen.  He lives in Indepsndence.

By permission of the chair, Bro. Smith bpoke o the
Quarterly situation, We have over twenty schools. A num-
ber use the Cook Quarterlies. Some use other guarterlies,
and some use none at all It would be desirable to have
quarterlies of our own, but he saw mzc way of financing such

Nom-

a4 move at the present time. .

Bro. B. C. Plint spoke in high telm& of %he quarf;erka%
published by the Seripture Press, 800 Dearborn Street, Chi-
cago, 1L

It was maved and seconded that Sr. Sheldon continue as
general seeretary of the church. She expressed her regret
that she was compelled to decline heeau'se her affairs did nc}t
#ive her time for the work,

€. L. Wheaton, Leon A Gould and Dorothy Denham were
nominated.  Bro. Gould received the highest number of
votes; 86 he becomes the penersl secretary of the Church.

Beport from the Dining Committee showed $10.75 due
them for furnishing meals to the ministry who are under
conference appointment. It was moeved and seconded that
this amount be paxd from the general funds. The bedy ap-
proved.

Bro. C. 1. Wheaton expressed the behef that the chureh
should have a4 secretary of transportation.  The suggestion
met with favor, and Bro. Wheaton was nominated for that
office: also Bro. R .B. Trowbridge and J. B MeClain,  Bro.
McClain declined.  Bro. Wheaton was chosen by vote of the
body. It was moved that Bro. Trowbridge be associated with
him, and this was approved.

A M. Seith moved that the Board of Publication be
authorized to appoint the Business Manager of the Advoeate,

The move was seconded and ecarried,

Wm. F. Anderson moved that the nest general ﬁonfﬁrence
of the ministry meet April 6 of 1923 at In&epenéer:ce, Mo.
Carried. -

Adjourned with the shiging of “God Be With You Till We
Meet Again” and praver by Bre. B M. Maloney,

BUILD YE MY ZION, SAITH THE LQRD

((x}mn to Apostle James E. Yates, Sunday, April 4, at Eﬁde-

pendence, Mo}

Lo, age on age the Sg}lr}f; speaketh,
Showing forth God’s r wi
Contrite souls who their Savier seeketh
His commands are hearing still,
By my Spirit, saith your Master,
Speak I still in mine own way;
To warn of sin with it's dicaster
Use I yet frail lips of clay.

1 give unto you no new commands,
0 ye, my ;}ef}*;}e?mmaywax“d ones:
Ye dre the creatures of my hande
My daughters and my noble sons!
Of old my word gave love, the measure—
For mine approval love is the gauge,
What folly that ye spurn my treasure
Witnessed of from age fo age!

"Twas My Gospel of the Restoration,
When the apostacy night was oer,
That bore again the revelation,
My word hath given so long before,
Ou earth gave I the authority
For ministrations by love alone:
Naught else can hold pr iority,
_ And ye must reap as ve have sown,

Fragments of mine heritage hroken
~ Bespeak today your Savior’s pain;
Shall this be vour constant token
My love for vou s spent in vain?

The gathering, for Zion of mine own,
The Temple, for which my people pray,
The bmr&h{)u%g as 80 often spoken,
Are vet the same {0 me today!

As peopled, my voice to vou saith hearken:
Why eall ye me, O Lovd, our Lord!
While yet ye wallk in pathe that darken
Hath sin with light aught in aceord?
I ve clasp not hands as brothers
In the great one common cause,
How think ve still that many sthers
Shall learn of you my Holy lawe?

It is not mere tbg lack of a Temple
That so much vour Master grieves,
As it is the lack of love-light :
Which that languished labor leaves!
When peoples now who claim my name,
To build my house will first arise, i
My light will prove a living flame
Bursting from the very skies!

When ye should have together toiled,
Ye have kept vour hands refrained:
Lo, by obedience is satan foiled
Thus my greatest treasure ganed.
The spot for my Temple 1 do not alter,
The Temple Plans as drawn, are true; ‘
By lack of faith my people falter,
Your Lord awaits my sons, for you.
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The 1937 Ministers® Conference is now history. The fruits

of its sowing will develop in their time, and we are en-

couraged  with the promise that they will be good and
wholesome and life-giving in their nature.

The attendance was somewhat smaller than the year
previous, but the spirit of loyalty and sincerity manifested
by those in attendance was outstanding. All members of
the Council of Twelve were in atfendance, there being at
the present time but one vacancy. Four of the General
Bishops were in attendance, and taking an active interest
in their work.

The prayer meetings were of a spiritual character, restful
to the soul, and pregnant with the assurance of God’s loving
watcheare.  The voice of the Spirit was heard through Bro.
Yates, assuring us that the Master of life was amth his
people,

“Though you behold not my face, T am kmmn to you in
the deepest recesses of your seuls; 1 am in your midst to
bless you and to lead you, to comfort those that need comfort,
and to strengthen those who need my strength, Verily, ye
are the instruments of my rescue when you will love each
other and serve mie with full purpose of heart: yea, ye are
the instruments of my rescue for the spiritual well-being
of souls among men” “1 am well pleased with those who
have come to this conference from a distance, and I have
blessed them, and I will contiriue to bless them. [ am well
pleased with you my people, therefore, thus saith the Spirit,
Be ye comforted in me, and go forth courageously to per-
form my work; and ve shall be made to know that I am with
vou all the way

On another occasion words of mmmrt were gzven to

Avpostie T. J. Jordan as follows:

“Thus saith the Lord to Bro. Jevdan: By the power of
my Spirit T speak this message to you, You have been able
to give to the hearts of others much encouragement. Your
work is acceptable to your Lord. Vérily, thus saith the
Spivit to you, my son, go forward in the work aceording to
the resolves you have in your heart, with courage from me;
for 1 am with you to bless and to sustain you in your min-
istrations to my people. Thus gaith the Spirit unto you, my

_servant, this morning. Amen”

Many encouraging testimonies were given, ami many ear-
nest prayers offered.  Sr. Wwni. Andersen as chorister for
the conference, with her assistants, rendered efficient service,
4 delight to those who love this part of the service.

The business sessions were marked by frietion to some

- extent, especially in the early part of the conference. These

differences of opinion, while not enjoved on the whole by the
personnel of the conference are no doubt to some extent, at

least, a logical outcome of ihe past vear's experiences

Bi‘lﬁf Remew of the Mxmsters Caﬂference
By Apostie Leon A, Gould

by sentiment, the line of distinetion that has been drawn in

Separated from each other, meeting varying conditions, minds
wrestling  with contrary-like problems. it seems to be
inevitable that we come fogether with 4 clashing of ideas,
We have not yet learned to apply in full measure the ad
monition of the Master, “Be ye wise servants, harmless as ,
doves.” The miraculous thing about it is, that these same .
men, the conference over, will go to their fields in a spivit
of utmost self-sacrifice and devotion, willing to give thew
lives if necessary for the gospel’s sake.

There were perhaps three outstandine measures be:fﬂm
the assembly.

1 may mention first, the changing of the t:msteeship of
the Temple Lots and other properties belonging to the Gen:
eral Church. Havng been held heretofore by a board of
three as trustees in frust, the conference ordered that title
be now transferred to the seven General Bishops as
trustees in trust, thus wiping out by enactment, as well as

the past between the so-called original stock of the f‘hm‘eh '
of Christ, and those later received into membership.

The second one | may speak of was in relation to th
Committee on Working Harmony., This oceupied the cente
of the stage for the most of three days, and called for
many pointed bhservations on both sides of the question, a
some heated argument at times. However the consensus of
opinion of the ministry present fianlly seemed to eryst
in the thought that better contact with other divisions
Restoration might be made by the members and the mini
ot the Church rather than by a committee, and steps ,
taken looking toward a discontinuance of the csmmwme -

‘On the other hand, those favoring the work of the Com.
mittee were eloguent in ‘their pleas that the Committee be
continted, believing that through this means a befter ton-
taet could be made than by the individual method, What the
reaction of the People’s Lonferetice may be to this maﬁtﬂr
we would hesitate even to conjecture. -

The third matter of paramount importance was the T
port on “Temporal Plans” from the committee appointed by
a joint council of the Council of Twelve and the Bishopric.
This brought out a unanimity of expression upon the floor
of the conference that was unigue in the history of confer-
ences, and seems to indicate thaf without doubt the hearts
of the Saints are looking forward with hope tothe establish-
ment of those Zionic conditions onptlined in our standard
books. Provision was made for immediate steps to be taken
toward ferming articles of association in harmony with these
plans, as soon as the Peoples’ Conferences shall approve, .
if they do. A memorable conference, seasoned with heart.
ache it is true, but peinting with hope to the realization of
our objective, Zion redeemed, the pure in heart.

Before the shades of evening fell,
A light shown through the clouds;
Iis glory was so beauliful,

My heart cried oul aloud,

Il seemed the sunshine knew

OF Him acho rergued above

And all the beauty made me feel
The qaad‘uw of God s love,

GOD'S LIGHT
By Helen Schuyler

And oIl at once I hod a thought
That nel far off, somewhere,

Theve is a God who knows our heart
And somellines ansivors prayer.

So as we lodl our weary way,

Let’s strive with all our might

To lel the suw shine in our heart,
And ne'er forgel God s lght.




Greetings to the Conference, and to the Chureh:

The Temple Plans Committee respectfully veports that, as
known to the Church, there has been no construction work
on the Temple during the vear, and for that reason there
was no occasion for any action by the Plans Committee.

We report our full confidence in the present Plans that
bave been drafted as a result of Divine revelation and in-

Spiration given to members of the Committess and to others,
- also, and that as a whole and in particular, these Plans are
acceptable unto God. We bear unanimous witness and testi-
mony of that.

When the time arrives that there %hal} be sufficient means
in the treasury to place the necessary cement and steel
in the foundation of the Temple, and to bring the basement
of the structure to the top of the excavation, we as your
Plans Committee stand ready to do our humble part in
coordinating the specifications of the Plans as they are
drafted with the progress of the work of construction.

Let not our hearts lose faith; the Temple will be erected
in this place, and according to the word of the Lord which

lit by the testimony of the Holy Spirit, and ta the gk}ry
and honor of Him whom we serve.

with the prayer that as a people we may qualify to serve
acce;}tably as the Lord shall direct and lead.
Sincerely, The {lzzmmzttee‘
€. L. Wheaton.
A M. Smith
James E. Yates
Iﬂéépendence, W{a;, April B, 1037,

has been given. But this great work must be achieved in
the strength of true Christian unity of those whose S{mis; are

With constant faith and hope in Christ and His word, andf

Pl e e e R

e o s s S

GENERAL FINANCES

church from March 1:3, 1936, to Mcxrch 15, 1957,

Reeezpts
Tithing 8298674
Free will offermgs, ohlatwns, mzssmnary . 5095
Advocate subseriptions . 272.38
. Traets, sales and dun&ti@nsm - B0.18
- Congecrations .. 6.65
Aid extended and mcney laanﬁd
but later returned.. ..  185.00
Received for paving hiﬂ,.. 23635
~ $5,599.03
Expenditures
Advoeate ... % 477.00
Tracts . - 18.45
Family ailawances 1,578.29
Elders’ expense . 884,87
General office expense 263.35
~ General ehureh expense 164.03
. extended and money Ioaned 23650
ng blﬁ e 22{},1{}
$3,953.54

iance on hzmé fm' the Temgie fund is $205.38.

“me the Auditors’ Report on the general funds of the

i

REPORT OF GENERAL RECORDER

Gain by baptism and transfer..
Loss by death.. .
Loss by withdrawal

Tatai loss

Exxmliment Apmi 6, 1546,

Total membership Apml 6, 1937
Churches argamzed o
Chﬂéren i)ieasgd

Dr. Geo. L. Keiffer, fpresidem of the Association of Sta-
tisticians, American Religious Bodies, inguired about the
identity and the membership of the Church of Christ, there-
fore we shall probably I}e recognized by that association in
the near future.

R&wectfany submitted,

April g, 1937, "@mhfﬁa:, F. Denham,

s

“The teaching aﬁ i;he Sermon on the Mount is as adequa’ce{f
to the needs of mpn and of nations today as when it was
first pmeiaxmed am{mg t}ae hzﬂs a%)me t}xe sea of Gdlzleeﬁ’f -



ZION’S ABV.CATE

FROM THE MAIL SACK

Houston, Missouri.

his help n giving me light that I have found the true from

March 8, 1937,
Dear Sister Sheldon and Advocate!

Often have I thought of you and your work, and truly do
1 enjoy each word in our beloved little paper.  Several
times I have thought of writing, but have always felt that
the other letters are so intervesting and encouraging that
my few words would be out of place. I love each one that
writes, though 1 have never met but few of them, 1 love
their names and see them in my imagination. [ receive
great help from the pieces written by our Elders and wish
there were more. = '

I have been a member of the Church of Christ only three
years. Previous to that time the Restoration was new to
me. 1 have stepped out alone to fight the battle as none
of my dear ones are members of Christ’s Church. Elder S,
P. Cox, now of Puyvallup, Washington, was the first to
preach the gospel here. 1 agreed with his sermons and
thought he could preach and explain the best I had ever
heard, but then I couldn’t understand why the Church of
Christ was so different from the others. 1 believe I could
have, if he had explained the Book of Mormon, but there
iwas so much to tell.  He was the first to preach the gospel
here. Later, when A. W. Rathbone came to preach to the

; _ only true Church of Christ.

members here, he explained the Book of Mormon. 1 began
to see and understsnd, and I truly humbled myself with 3
contrite spirit before God and asked for knowledge and un-
derstanding, which I received in a dream. Altho some believe
beeanse they do not see these things take place which are
in Secret that it does not happen. They had rather believe
in man’s doctrine, the mourners’ bench. I believe if the Book
of Mormon was talked and explained more people wounld
 undevstand better.© It surely takes it to be truly converted,
for without it you have not the fullness of the Gospel, and
as 1 understand, it is for that purpose in the last days. Am
{ right in this? 1 have 4 lot to learn yetf, but without it 1
foel T would still be in darkness. 1 truly love the gospel
work and tell it whenever opportunity offers.

Elder J. B Bozarth and Elder A. W. Rathbone have been
faithful to us few saints here to keep us encouraged, as we
have no church organized here. Sister Stark and I had our
afternoon prayer meetings -as there are no men members
but none attended regularly except she and 1. We praved
that God would send us an Elder and strong members. Last
year Elder Postma and family and Sister Darrah and family
of Independence, located with us, and there are some in the
community who are very much interested. 1 feel that our
prayers are béing answered.

Last vear 1 became sick. Eider H. E. Moler was here
holding mestings. 1 asked him to administer to me. 1T had
a queer weak feeling in my limbs and that fesling left. 1
heeame stronger. Again Eider J. E. Bozarth and Elder Wm,
Postma administered and each tme I hecame stronger. 1
know God heard our prayers. I am not able to walk far. I
. wwant the prayers of all the saints that my health may con-
{inue te improve, and that my life mav be spared to raise
my children, and that 1 may be able to help my husband un-
,dewtami the Gospel of Christ. 1 pray continually that my
home, in time to come may be one pleasing in God’s sight.

It fills me with pleasure fo say 1 am interested in the work
' %hxdfz I know is the true work of God, and 1 feel the desire
. to press forward to do all I can to help this glorious latter
 day work. 1 am very happy to be a member of the one and
I have often thanked God for

the false, but the sad part is I thought my loved ones would
receive my help and understand with gladness, but to my
SoIToW they rejected it with scorn, but these words keep
ringing. ~

How rich is thy blessing the world cannot give
I'm satisfied fully for Jesus to live.

The friend may forsake me and trials arise,
T'm trusting in Jesus, his love never dies.

I love him far better than in days of vore,
1’1l serve him more truly than ever before,

Tl do as he bids me what ever the cost.
I'll be a true soldier; 'Ll die at my post.

In gospel bonds, your sister in Christ,
Mrs. Ernest Keeney,

Hamilton, Me., April 23, 1937,
Editor ‘Advoecate:

Apostle James E. Yates and myself are preaching here .
every evening to small, but interested crowds, and God is
blessing us with his Spirit in delivering the message of life
I find Bro. Yates a congenial companion in gospel work, and
a man who trusts God to help him and make him an instru-
ment through whom the gospel may reach the people, As =
the time draws near for us to part 1 feel that 1 shall lose the
help and association of & true servant of the Master, I
would be glad if we could spend the vear together in gospel
work. 1 believe we could do more good together than we
¢an traveling alone, but I know that when we do part and
the hour comes for each of us to stand and point the few
or the many who may comme to our separate services to the
land of light and love that our thoughts and prayers will be
for each other, that God will diveet our minds to declave the -
truth and nothing but the truth without fear or favor. "

Mr. Stapleton and dau s are vendering special musie
sach eveninge.  Bishop d and Elder John Sweem are as-
sisting us in offering opemng and cl@smg prayers

1 send a elipping from the Hamilton Chronicle.

My wife is very poorly. If she does mnot get better it is
going to be hard for me to go so far away, so I ask the
prayers of all that she may regain her health 50 that [ may
go in peace of mind to tell the old, old story of Sesaﬁ,aﬁd
his love.

{(The following is a clipping to which Bro. Bozarth refers
~Hd.)

A series of pgospel sermons are being delivered at the
Church of Christ in Hamilton by Apostles J. £. Bozarth of
Warrenshure, and James E. Yates, of California, every night
this week and over Sunday, .

Subjects for the remainder of the week are announced as
follows: Thursday night, “The Mother Church and Protest-
ant.” Friday night, “1 Will Build My Church’- Jesus. * Sutur-
day night, “Missionary Experiences Among the Indians.”

Sunday morning 4t 11 o'clock, “Divine Faith vs }i’uman L
Wisdom.” Sunday night, “He That Doeth The Wﬂi of the
Tather” '

Mr. Stapleton and daughters are rendering special music in
the song service beginming at 7:30 o'clock. Bishop John T. :
ilord and Elder John Sweem of the local ministry join inex-
tendine a cordial invitation to all.  Let us “prove all things
and hold fast that which is good” -

o J. B, Bozarth




. unable to sit up in bed.
wisdom. Here is what we did

A Bﬂ: of News from Hoﬂywoad Cah‘forma
' By the Village Blacksmith

The Lord promised Abraham that he would not defmoy
the city if only ten righteous ones could be found therein.

If the angel of the Lord came to the twin cities of Los
Angeles and Hollywood, how many righteous weuld he find?
I wonder.

For the last fourteen years my wife, Carrie; and I have
tried in our weak way to do our part towards warning these
cities with the message of the Restoration, given through
the choice seer, Joseph Smith. Thus far, in all those years,
we have succeeded in converting and baptizing only seven
adults who were not members of some other church,

Nothing gives Carrie and me move happiness than to visit

our neighbors, sit by their home fireside, and talk the gospel.
About three months aco Carrie visited a friend of hers who
is on her death bed with that dreadful disease, cancer. Car-
rie asked me to go with her and explain about the thief on
the cross, and salvation in the eleventh hour. This gave me
an opening. After an hour’s talk this woman, like the
einch of old, asked for baptism. How ecould this be done,
. was the question, when she was so far gone.  The best medi-

cal aid had teld her she could not possibly live. She was
' Carrie and 1 asked the Lord for

1 erected a baptismal font in her back yard, 8 feet long,
4 feet wide and 3 feet deep, filled it with clear, rumning
water, went home, waited and prayed for a week to see if
‘the Lord would give her temporary strength to walk to and
from the water. We had done our part, done all we could,
and felt that “man’s extremity is God's opportunity.” The
 power of God prevailed. On the evening of March 31st she
 sent us g message, “Come and baptize me’  We went.  She
arose from her bed, walked to and from the water. It was
& nice baptism. The Spirit of the Lord was with her, and
with Carrie, bringing tears of joy to Her eyes,

Are we happy? T@da}; April 11th, we had sacrament and
kzymg on of hands, confirming (o sister. Her husband
listéned and questioned, and is very much mﬁpressed with
our storvy, and 1 look for furtheér results. Whether this
sister lives or dies, her name is recorded in the Lamb's Book
of Life. When a person is baptized by water and the Holy
Spirit by one having authority frcm God to officiate, his
name goes on the Book of Life as 2 son of God’s, a joint heir
to His kingdom, and as long as his life lasts, if he is faith-
ful and true, there is no need for rebaptism.

Why I Go to Church
This thought was wziven to me by our Editor one Sunday
evening at the close of service. Sinee that time 1 find a
multitude of reasons moving thraﬁgi} my mind, and find ﬁ:
very hard to put one above another, ,
To begin with, I truly find no
. as much pleasure as being in the house of the Lord and
helping serve whenever called upon. Then 1 reeall very
plainly the promise 1 made in the ,&ters of baptism, when 1
buried the old man and took up the newness of life given me
by the Saviour. (And by the way, each and every one of us
who have enmbraced this gospel have received the same thing.)

ther place that gives me

that T know were I to
~that is mine [ wounld
i Sgirii: and more than

_Anocther very compelling reason
stay away from Church and th
. soon lose the influence of the

. hke‘i' #o back to the old ways
me Qf the %{:m@tmﬂ t:hat tella us if we once réceive the Gospel

~achievement.”

. That thought reminds

en go back to the old ways that our
: than before. 1 am sure I don't want
an again. '

of Jesus Christ a
condition is much w
to resurrect the ol

- place the struggle that is as old as
Right and Wrong striving for %he'
sined myself with the force of mght
hoping and believ hat in the finish, Right will be the
victor. There are those faithful Brothers and Sisters that
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time itself goes o
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all of whom I have learned to love and cherish as my own. .
I have often pictured the joy and peace that would be ours

were each member hére to remember their promise made
in the waters of baptism and come and help this stmgglmg

. little band on the Temple Lot to carry the burden than some-
There are none of us but what have

times is so very hard.
our peeculiarvities, but for the works sake we must overlook
these things and get into the harness. The time is fast
drawing near, and signs preceding the end are fast coming
upon us on every hand, which is another very good reason

why I should go to Church and be found at work for the

Master. The time has eome and is fast passing when we in
charge of the sacred plet of ground and the trust the Lord
has given into our hands should be forgettinig those petty
feelings that cause us to shirk our duty and, instead, be about
the building of our souls that we might be one and be able
to build that great city Zion to whzch Christ is to come, tﬂ
set in order all things. ‘

1t seems 1 have heam 4 thought exprew;ed something I;ke , ,

this, “Those who do not work will never know the jov of
1 want to be in that joyous thr{mg with the
Master. 1 realize that the mortal part of me is very weak
and that I need theose who are trying to follow the Lovd to
be my conipanions, so another reason why I go to Church,
In the life of each of us gomes the necessity of working with
the W(}rkﬁy crowds that we might supply the physzcai reeds
of our body. In the crowds are those things that are devil
ish, designed to destrey our soul, so easy to partake of unless
helped by the divine strength of God, and how can I get this
strength unless I 2o where the Lord is pleased to he?

Last year at Conference time 1 hiteh-hiked down here from .
Rockford, 111, Footsore and very weary I sat on the perch

of Bro. Andersen’s place to rest, and in looking around 1 saw :

the great stone church across the street and then a little
south of that and across the street I saw the little white
church. Compared as to architectural beauty with the church
across the way, it had not a chance, but to mé it seemed T
had never seen a place as sweet and lovely. I don't believe
that anyone can know the joy that swelled up within me:
that is, unless they have had the same experience ﬂzem« ~
selves.  Sinee then I have come to repard it as partly mine,
1 love to think of the privilege I have of taking part in i:hé .
work of the Master and being in His bouse. '

Most everyone who reads the Advocate will recall zhe .

article by Bro. Caviness on Work., In this article he gives us
this to think of.
using it7 Unless we work for what we hope for, we will

never realize our anticipations.” 1 would like to fit into the
parable of the sower who went forth to sow, that I might

be like the good ground that the seed fell on; another masm&,

why 1 2o to Church,
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us pray for {me anothe
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ish, come nieet with ns again. Let

. Relland Sprague,
11{}1 W. Orchard, independeﬁe&, M

“We have only so much time; How are we



ay, _ZION'S
SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

Abraham A Man of Faith May2
Genesis 12; 1-9: 13: 14-18,

Lesson 5

Lesson 6 Abraham a Man of Prayer Mayv 9
Genesis 18: 17:32 : .
Lesson 7 The Forebearance of Isaac May 16
 Genesis 261 12.25.
Lesson 8 The Weakness of BEsau May 23
Genesis 25: 27-34; Genesis 27: 4145,
Lesson 9 The Remaking of Jacob May 30

Cenesis 28: 16.-22: Genesis 32: 24-30,

Ofhicers for the Qbming Year !

Brother A. M. Smith was reelected as general superin-
tendent, ;

Sr. Sheldon was compelled to decline reclection as general
secretary because of other duties.  Bro. Wayne Richardson
was elected.  He is much interested in Sunday school work,
and is the superintendent of the Temple Lot Sunday School.

Another Independence young man was eleeted on the gen-
eral staff, Brother Roland Sprague, as assistant superin-
tendent. :

The geéneral secretary reported 23 schools, varying frem
one or two families-—a home class, to schools having 4 mem-
bership of 45 and 48, :

“THE CHURCH”
By Emina Perkins Kearny

Written from memory by Chas. L. Sessions.
So. Boardman, Mich.

“I will build my Church, saith the God above,
As he looked on the world below:
T will build it sure, with o mighty hand:
My people their Lord shall know.”

“Deep down in the bed-rock of solid truth,
My foundation stones I will lay;
And there they shall lay, “1is my will jorsooth,
“Till the time of the judgment day.” :

“Mighty and strong shall my work appear,
The stones I have chosen wwell,
Naught shall prevail gainst the walls I rear,
Not even the gates of hell.”

“Stone upon stone I will fit with care,
Each one in its place shall be,
Aiid love's the cement that shall hold them there,
Forthis is my will saith he.”

“Then fear ye not, saith the Lord of all,
For the work it is in mine hand,

- And what is man? though he rise or fall,

T hat he should my work withstand?”

ADVOCATE

“His puny strength doth it count for much?
Though he use it for good or harm?
11 shall wither. or grow ut the slightest touch,
The touch of my mighty arm.”

“Then fear ve not, for I build with care,
FEach stone in its place shall be,
And love's the cement that shall hold them there,
For this is my will, saith he,”

MY HIRST PRAYER

Fach day I grew more weary ;
Heavy grew my load of siw;

It seewned, though I tried to do befter,
Euach day I sank deeper in.

I was really afruid of my shadow;
1 Jelt, oh, so wicked indeed ;

Instend of u flower, I was growing
A wild and poison jreed.

It seemed that the world was against me,
Although really 1 Enew not why: .
Fwas sick and tired of Living,
And yet was afraid to die.

I often heard the Lord calling;
1 wanted to answer s0 bad;
But oh, I was so wicked,
That the thought most drove e mad,

I Enew not the meaning of His love;
So each day T sank deeper in;
My heart grew hard and bitter,
As T carried my load of sin.

One dey, inm L sDoweary,
I dropped on my knees right there;
1 called on my Father wn Heaven,
Awd right then I said a prayer.

TE wasn't the words 1 wus saying,
Althowgh 1 know i was part;

Bul God, He heard the meaning
From mway down i omy heark,

I felt oh, so much better,
As I bnelt on my Tnees there:
For I Enew thal God forgivelh
And heard my humble prayer.

And now I am so happy
As [ travel the path he frod:
Tor when T am the least bit weary

Eihel Gerring,
Sonth Boardman, Mich,

In his talks over the radie Father Sheen has sought to
impress the thought that there can be no real social veform
without regeneration of the heart; that the gospel of Christ is
the first step in true reform. “Social and economic justice are
by-products of Christianity,” he said. ,
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by referendum vote of the ehme;h before ﬁn(h ordinations
shall take place.

3. When calls are given that would induet men into the
Melchisedec Priesthood, the ordination shall not be conferred
until the call has been approved by the member of the Coun-
¢il of twelve in charge of the fiald in which such eall origi-
nates, as well as by the voice of the local congregation to
whom such persons shall minister. A peneral referendum
vote on the call and ordination of an elder is not required.

4, Where the call comes providing for persons fo be or-
dained to offices in the lesser priesthood, such ordinations
shall not be conferred except it is approved by the voice of
the local chureh to whom they may minister; such approval
shall be given in a regular business meeting of that local
congregation, of which due notice has been given, where
such things should, by their nature, be considered.

S Clarence L. Wheaton, for the Twelve.
| J. R. McClain, for the Bishopric.
{This is Referendum Bill, No. 1.}

Bro. McClain moved that speeches be limited to 5 minutes
fer the rvest of the conference. A, M. Smith proposed 15
minutes as a substitute. €. L. Wheaton amended the sub-
stitute to limit speéches to 10 minutes. W. F. Anderson
- moved to lay the whole thing on the table. The voie was a
tie, T w0 7. The chair decided in favor of laving on the table.
_ Bro. Wheaton then offered the following motion:

“In view of previous action giving unlimited time to speak-
ers I move that after tomorrow Thursday) business sessions
begin at nine o'elock in the morning”

Several spoke objecting to dolng away with the prayer
service in the morning, and the motion was voted dswn, 1
for and 10 against.

Bro, Yates then moved to take from the table the pmpowai
limiting speeches to 10 minutes. The motion was seconded
and put to vote. This time it cavried by 10 and on’iy 3
against,

€. L. Wheaton moved that T}mr*&ays business session be
devoted fo routine business as reports from boards, commit-
fees, ete. There was some disetussion and the previous gquestion
was ecalled.  The motion was put & vote and lost, 4 voting
for and 10 against, .

Bro. Wheaton moved to fill wacansy on Referendum Com-
mittee.  Seconded and carried. Bro. McCEam was nominated
and elected by 8 votes, one opposing,

The meeting aciwumed with song and benediction by Bro.
Anderson. :

Joint Seeretaries

Evening, 7:45.
C L. Wheaton was the speaker, assisted by Jas. E. Yates.

THIRD DAY, THURSDAY, APRIL 8.
Morning.,

‘9:30. The prayer service was in charge of the Quorum
of the Twelve. Brother R. M. Maloney was ordained to the
office of an apostle by Apostles Yates, Wheaton and Flint,
Bro. Yates being the spokesman. Following this the meet-
ing proceeded in the usual order with songs, prayers and
testimonies,

11:00. FElder George H. Brimhall, an elder in the Utah
church, was the speaker of the hour. Bro. Jas. E. Vates was
in charge.

Afternoon Business Session, 2 O'clock. -

Wm. F. Anderson in the chair, Jas E. Yates assisting,

Opening song 158 in Hymnal

Prayer by Bro. Yates

Song. 145, ‘
; Secre*ary requested that Bro. Geuld’ assist her,
 quest was granted.

Minutes vead and corrected

The re-

The fﬁilowmg wmmri;t&es "reparted Eaard of P{;, cation,
Committee on Siatistical Report Blanks, Commiitiee on Enﬂ .
actments, and Temple Plans committes,

A report from Elder C. A, Gurwell was vead.

Bro. Yates called atlention to an error made vesterday
when the last place on the Referendum Committes was con-
sidered vacant instead of the first place. The chair thought

the brother who was elected to fill the vacaney could just
as well fill the first place, and the secretary corvected the

minutes to that effect. Some believed it wonld have heen
desired to have Bro. Yafes suceeed himself, and he was nom-
inated. He declined. Finally it was decided that Bro. J. R
MecClain who was elected yesterday be transferred to the
first place on the committee instead of the third place.

Sr, Sheldon was nominated for editor, also Bro. Yates and
Bro. Gould. Both brethren declined, expressing the bhelief
that apostles should give their time to traveling missionary
work. The present editor was reelected by a ‘mte of 12 for
and I against. ,

It was moved to adopt recommendation made by the com-
mittee on Enactments.  This was Seconded and carried.
Sister C. L. Wheaton was selected with power to choose
assistanee,

Bro. Yates offered a resolution to change the time of the
Ministers’ Conference from April to Octobér on account of
weather conditions.  Considerable diseussion followed.  The
time honored custom of mesting on April 6 was too strong,
and the resolution lost by a vote of 4 for and 12 against.

Bro. Wheaton moved that we fill vacancy on the Plans
Committee. This earried. Bro. A, M. Smith was chosen to
succeed himself,

Adjourned to meet tomorrow afterncon at 2 o'clock.

No. 217 was sung ané the benedmtmn was offered by Bro,
Yates.

F* ening Session.

745, A M. Smith was the speaker. Bro. Al’idef“so& s 111 o

charge,

FOURTH DAY, FRIDAY, APRIL 4.
Morning Session.

9:30  Prayer meeting in charge of Bro. Ford and Gurwell

11:00, The speaker at this hour was Bishop J. T. Ford
with Bro. Bozarth in charge of the meeting, :

Afternoon Business Session, 2 Oelock,

James E. Yates in the chair, assisted by T. J. Jordan,

199 in Hymnal was sung.

Prayer by Bro. Jordan.

201 in Hymnal was the second song,

Minutes read and approved.

The special order for the afternoon was called, and ac-
cordingly the report of the commities on Working Hammny
was reread.

H. E. Moler called for ihe reading of 5 protest report, amd
that was read

Bro. Moler moved the fsliﬂwmg Resolved, That the com-
mittee on Working Harmony be abolished and that hereafter
contact with factions of the Restoration be made by indi-
vidual effort of our m;matem This was seconded by A. 0O,
Frisbey,

Thos. E. Barton aﬂ;keé for the reading of a document pre.
pared by C. L. Wheaton. Bro. Jordan yielded the floor for
the reading of this document, after which e was given the
floor to make some remarks by way of general advice or
admonition as one of the prebxémg officers over the bumzxe«s .
session, ; '

Bro. MeClain moveci as a substitute for ﬂw'

oler resolu-
tion that the committec’s report be approved.  S¢

econded by




