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Work on Temple Encouraging

From One on the Firing Line

Well, folks, it is quite a pleasure to return to the
Center Place after a busy summer out in the field.
Just returned yesterday 1o Independence from an
detive missionary experience in the West. My ume
since last April has been occupied with preaching
and bullding up the work out in the States of Utah,
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, and Orepon, where 1
have filled several appoinuments for new openings
and to carry on the work in other places. 1 have
also located my family on “the ground,” up in Idahe,
where they can produce part of their living from the
soil. T"can say wuthfully that the Lord has blessed
my efforts, by giving me a wonderful measure of his
Spirit and a remarkable degree of liberty in present
ing my message. Also I was made to repoice to wit-
ness the signs following my efforts in baptisms, heal-
ing the sick, and exercise of the gifts. Prospects for
the future are very encouraging in my feld,

Another thing that makes me feel happy is the fac
that wpon my return here 1 found the work on the
Ternple of the Lord going on apace and a fine spirit
of cooperation existing among those that are engaged
upon that work. With these brethren, old and young,
there is a spirit of comradeship that is good 1o be-
hold, in spite of efforts on the part of some to dis
courage them.

Since 1 left for the field last spring, there has been
considerable work accomplished on the excavations.
With those who are looking for an opportunity
discourage others from being interested in what we
are doing, it does not seem like much has been done.
But with this class of people it has ever been thus.
They remind me of the people ia the days of Noah
and the days of Nehemiah, In those days there were
scoffers, Sanballats and Tobiases; today we have the
same thing to contend with, even false prophets and
the hirelings of our enemies who carry on ther
nefarious work with ungodly propaganda, as will be
noted elsewhere in this issue of the paper.

When we, as a committee who were entrusted by
the last Assembly with the responsibility of carrying
forward the construction work, held our last consul

tations here on the grounds, before going to our
fields, it was agreed that we should take steps to
purchase a team and other equipment necessary 1o
resume work on the excavation. Considerable time
was spent by members of the Plans Committee and
Brother Walter Gates, in looking for a team, scraper,
etc., and when the prices were ascertained, it was
decided that before we should spend any of the
Temple Funds in this way we should consult with
the Committee of Seven who were elected to handle

the finances.

After relating to them our plans and stating the
approximate cost of equipment, we were made glad
to receive back their assurance of cooperation, This
of course took considerable time, as these brethren
were scattered over various states and paris of Can-
ada.  But it was accomplished.  Then time had 1o
be 1aken 1o make wise purchases, and get men on the
job that would help and be willing to follow out the
plan we had devised.

At last came the day when we [elt that we could
announce a definite time for resuming work around
the middle of June. In all sincerity we felt that such
could be done, and in fact our plans were working
out very nicely, though not as some could see. When
some people came here and failed to see the dirt
moving and a hustle and bustle of excitement, they
didn’t stop to inquire as to what was being done,
but immediately started to circulate the story that we
: g about starting work.

After being here for the last two days, | feel that
for the information of the members of the church
and our friends who are interesied in secing this
work go ahead, there is no need to be discouraged
or alarmed over the propaganda that is being circu-
lated. 1 find that under the conditions that have
existed the last year from an economic standpoint,
that those on the ground have done nobly. The ex-
penditures, so far as I have been apprized, were very
wisely made with a view toward economy. A good
sound ream of horses, scraper, and plow were among

: v these the dirt began to
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Aqgain, th le Lot O hi
gain, that Temple Lot Ownership
(The following article reprinted from the Church  leve that their church is the owner of the “Temple

Section of the Deserer News, proves that the leaders
of the Reorganized Church are sull deliberately mis-
representing the true status of the Temple Lot tite.
We thank our Utah friends for stating the fact
clearly on so timely 2 question. The only exception
we take to the article is the statement that Edward
Partridge was the first bishop of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints.  As a maner of fact,
the name of the church from the date of its organiza-
von on April 6, 1830, o 1834, was simply “The
Church of Christ.”)

S S0

Temple Lot Tite Case Rewview Explains Ownership
Stake Paper Gives Answer to Statement of Frederick
M. Smith 1 San Francisco

“Tur Messencer,” official e:f’gaa of the San Fran-
cisco stake and published by the stake presidency, in
s August carries the following interesting
article concern f} the ownership of the Jackson
County Temple | m in answer Lo a statement made
i San Francisco, rmu’lﬁy. by President Frederick M.
Smith, of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints:

In an article written by Sam Fwing of the San
Francisco Daily on page 13 of the issue of
Tune 79, 1933, cmumg the visit to San Francisco of
Frederick M. Smith, president of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, several
false statements <‘(mcrm§nq our Church of }esm Christ
of Latter Day Saints were published.  Among such
unirue sfatements as {gzcwm atrributed 1o Frederick
M. Smith is the fo,i(mm;;

“We have a legal title for the
a decision of the United States courts against the
Utah hierarchy under the presidency of IHeber |
Grant. In a court suit over property in the 1890's we
won the title.”

The suit referred 10 1s the case of the “Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints versus
Church of Christ, et al.,” as reported in Federal Re-
porier, volume 60, page 937. The case is both im-
portant and interesting because the property in con-
troversy therein is the land commonly known 1o all
Latter Day Saints as the "Temple Lot” in Independ-
ence, Jackson County, Missouri,

Al zmigjz 1t has been the writer's experience that
members of the” Reorganized Church of Jesus ("i»rm
of Latter Day Sauﬁs are & fing, righteous, lovable
people, vet it seems to be a common fallacy among
them to believe that their Church won title to the
“Temple Lot” against our Church of Jesus Christ
of Larer Day Saints, whereas in truth and in fact
our Church was not a party to the suit, It 15 a fur
ther fallacy among members of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Chyist of Latier Day

iSS{K",

=]

real church under

Saints 1o be-

Lot” in Independence, Missouri, whereas the final
decision in the case was in favor of the opposing
party, the Church of Christ,

A briel epitome of the case is as follows:

Edward Partridge, first bishop of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, was sent from
Kirtland, Ohso, 1o Missourt in 1832, to purchase lands
for the use and benefit of the church. He purchased
63 acres in Jackson County, Misseuri, of which two
and one half acres was later set apart upon which
should be builded a temple. Tide wo all property
was taken in his own name. In 1839 the members
of the church were expelled from Missouri under
order of the state governor. Bishop Partridge died
May 27, 1840, in Nauvoo, as the result of these per-
secutions.

In 1848 lames Poole bought the 63 acres, including
the “Temple Lot” from three of the five heirs of
Edward Partridge, and recorded the deed the same
year. The land was subdivided and sold to various
persons, the two and one half acres comprising the

“Temple Lot” finally coming into the ownership of
the Church of Christ founded b} Granville Hedrick,
and commonly known as the “Hedrickites” m}der
the deed from the three Partridge heirs to James
Poole. 1In 1882 the Church erected a house of wor-
ship upon the property.

In the meantime, in the year 1870, a purported
deed from Edward Partridge to three minor children
of Oliver Cowdery, dated 1829, was recorded 1n Jack-
son County, The report of the case indicates that
these three children of Oliver Cowdery had died, but
that the Reorganized Church, on June 9, 1887, had
procured a deed from Mary Louise Johnson, a daugh-
ter of Oliver Cowdery, as the only surviving heir of
the three children to whom had been granted the
property in trust by Edward Partridge.

Under these circumstances the Reorganized Church
sued the Church of Christ to quiet title 1o the
“Temple Lot.” The lower court, seemingly forget-
ting that it was the Church of Christ (Hedrickites)
which was a party to the suit and that our church
was not nterested as a party to the suit, for no ap-
parent reason proceeded in Don Quixote fashion to
flay our Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Satnts,
despite the fact it was not a party to the action. This
erratic decision (Fed, Rep. vol. 60, p. 937} has so
pleased members of the Reorganized Church that 1t
seems to be a common teaching to its members, with-
out memtion of the sequel.  Although the Reorgan-
ized Church was successiul in the outcome of the
case in the decision of the lower court, their success
was shortlived, for the decision was entirely reversed
in the United States (Aami Court of Appeals, Eighth
Di in Federal Reporter, vol. 7,
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p. 179, :iml \'oi
ritle to the “Temple
of Christ. ”I he
may be pmum,d L any Cous
ivinyg the references as he %wﬁs\ {ore cited,

1
o . .
There is no question but that the Reorganized
1 .
decision of the

Church has full kuowledge that the

lower court in its favor was reversed, for it 15 clear
| lecisions that it fought the case on

from the court
appeal most dzspf’ rately.

No part “Temple Lot 15 owned by the Re-
organized Church, Unfortunately neither does our
own any part of it. To this day 1t is peace-
fully owned safely by the Church ot Christ.

of the

church

“Put on the Whole Armor of God.”

By armor 18 meant the weapons m instruments of
of defense and offense used i}} iers i w aiuc
The children of God in this ;ifi? are in a great war
to resist the encros -nts of our soul's S’il“:‘ii}(}il.
To wage a successiul warfare we need to be equipped

onition of the Xnmm

with God’s armor.  The adn
i’wl i' i a2

in t?sc POW

of God stand i

wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against iyicsgﬁ
aod blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the larkness of this world,
ag;zimz spiritual wickedness in high plac Where-

fore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ve
may be mnd in the evil day, and havit
loins girt about with truth, and %11\1;}“ on the ;m*mt

able 1o s

preparation of ti

the shield of faith, wherewitl
que u‘h all the fery dars
the helmet of salve H(am and

is the word of God.
praver and supj
!

3 jcation in
wereunto with all perseverance

—Fphesians 6:10-18,

all saints)

As the
flesh and bleo §m< it
you will notice that of
ferred 1o, there
that is the sword
That s all the
ofis
Jesus 1n
temptation
the tempter
tioned by Paul,
early times guns,
as we use ‘md’i\'
hand to } and

ArmOT equipment re-
pon of offense, and

Word of God.

is only

¥

DO
are weapons of defens
bombs, and other ex
were unknown. 11

L(mﬂs« t,

wWeapons 05
about with
those 13

1

much ne
in place as
1d have

tions the breastplate of righteousness, The breast-
plate is a metal (‘()\it‘i"}izg for the chest which pro-
rected the main vital parts of the warrior’s body. It
was very necessary then, as is the breastp Aate of right-
cousness Tor those engaged in this spiritual wartare.
Righteousness will be our great protection.  Let us

not forget that. Then our feet must be shod with
“the preparation of the gospel of 3&:&5&” We can

not always go bare foot, so to speak, but put on that

W 1}3(‘[1 X"v"i& OTEH” ?Q‘ALQ‘ 0 {%K‘ SO (31 men.

Then Paul says: “Abowve . all, taking the shield of
fairh, wherewith we shall be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked,” This s the most neces
sary weapon of defense, for it is when our faith 1s
weald, lacking, that we afe in danger of being
overcome. But when our faith s hem and stable,
then we stand firmly, and loyally

We are also advised to take “The helmet of sal

armor, and while

crowning e
may be seen by all

That i )
hat ‘15 our : 5
capital protection, it

niact.

vation.”
i is for our
with whom we come in <o

Then he
a tme
praver.” ]
Vocal praver,

ys, “Praying always.” There 15 never
when we do not need to pray, “With all
suppose that means all kinds of praver.

i silent prayer, public prayer, prayer in

the home, and mental prayer. ” yvnd supplication in
the Spirit—-still anocther form oi prayer, ever when
én the Spirit. “And watching thereunto, with all per-
verance.,  This s som se need to watch
a i be ((}zmzawzéx concerned £ th all per
severance,” At times we may be 1nd ";4 zti to neg
prayer, but we should persevere xm all persever-
ance and sup }%%mtém for all saints) \Nc should not
p':;\' for nurselves alone, but for all saints. ﬁafsf@u
have their trisls and their woes. Our heart's

z,;\

100G,

should go out to Cod for their success ami final
salvation.

are fighting the attacks of an old foe—he has

been a long time in the warfare. We can not meet
him  successfully with putty hatchets and  dough
shields, We should be fully equipped with the
Christian armor as advised the apostie of old.
With this equipment, and 1 nembering to pray at
all times, and in all ways, we shall be able 1o over-
come.
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Devotion and Worship in the Home
Too much can not be said emphasizing the spiritual
duties of members of the church in the home. The
home 15 the oldest form of government among man-
kind, and we may say the most essential of any
carthly form of government. i

There is a close and
intimate relationship in the family that is nor found
elsewhere, and its uuhwnct remains indefinitely,

At the very first there should be a close relationship
with the Creator that will prompt us Lo call upon
him for protecuon and blessings, as well as o give
thanks to him for all blessings received. We are
so constantly beset on every hand with dangers, that
we can not afford 1o ;’wgiu; this means of protection
and safery.

Worship of God daily in the home has a great
sanctifying influence upon the children who are
brought up nmécfr s environment. 1t has o last
effect and will remain with them throughour thei
natural lives, and will prove a safe anchor to hold
thern aloof from the many snares and pitlalls which
will beser their pathway,

It s great to be in touch with the First Great
Cause, constantly calling upon him for blessing and
protection. It s wonderful to live 1n that way that
we can readily call upon him be as-
sured that he s concerped with our n

May we suggest that prayer in the home be held
twice daily. First in the morning, before separating
for the duties of the day, and just belore sitting
down 1o the moraing meal ;
most likely 1o be together, when one membe
family offers the morning prayer while all
gciku{ while thanks are given to our God, a

&

when all the

plore his blessings to be upon and with «
during the day. We never know what a day may
bring forth; we may encounter dangers or 'wcidcﬁm
our patience may be severely tried; and just as sure
as God lives, just so sure will they who begin the
day by prayer feel an overshadowing, protecting care
over them, and will be made to wonderfully rejoice
in the patience with which they have been able 1o
meet SU vexations.

But suppose something should happen suddenly
that would prevent the immh from all meeting to-
gether in this I vonderful consolation for
those remaining to remember that the last time they
were all toge ‘ to pay their devotion
to the most Eaéwa (mu,

i

Then, when

is done, and the family
let them again kneel
their Jm;;tm 1o God
day, and pray for his con-
i ight. They
hen can hie down in perfect secunty and without
car, for they have committed themselves to the care

themn for the

him whose eye never sleeps.
Let every member of the family share in this de-
votonal resp onsibilit ty: Father, Mo other, and the chil-
: o are M;s ol i g ki their
not matter
and the words few, or
5t the heart with which
o are laying a foundation
‘7%1 wié avail them in dzn%;
ation in prayer on the
part of the voung has an influence 1o he old them in
; §'§<< mstreng i
tempt ach our childre pmv
by praving with and before t%}(‘i’}'s. and }t’t{ing them
pray themselves.

even if
SLAmMEring -
:‘m&

sefuln

God s pim;

o
o1
i

We further recommend that once a day t
ship be associated with the reading of a chapter of
scripture. Let ench one have his own copy, and
his + the attention of all

way

11 turn, verse about

sackward about the per-

formance of se duties. But this backwardness
shoule overcome by a constant
eflort it 1 I
that §

yat

ch xis’fuz of (}mi from
in prayer. He does this
when persons do thi

and

tions
may |
sut from iw ‘ux versar
be made a per

upon the name G

¢ he well knows that
¢ fviiiﬁ“”{b from {;ml
will

¥, Rf;ﬁ /m;z i%‘w dww should
effort to call upon {mu, no mat-

m;' ‘
coming 1o us
one of daily

growt % 1

of spirity may s When
devotion in the home has become a part of cur daily
duty and responsibility, it 2es a part <,>§ our
very life, and we would no more think of omining
that duty than we would think of neglecting our
43:’155} food.

I would like 1o ﬁn«;{f this wliiw al by giving the
com ;xmmm of David H. . the v ungest son of
}(w; e Propher, which utifully in harmony

s th

b
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“"Tis sweet indeed at break of day,

To gather round our altar place;
Sing some sweet hyman, then kneel and pay
Our morning tithe of prayer and praise,

“It gives a greater strength to all,

To work with patience all day long;
When on our Father we do call,

In morning praver and evening song.

“Tis sweet indeed when day doth fade,
To sing and pray ere yet s past;
For God the day and might hath made
That we may serve him while they last.

“It brings a softer sleep to all,
With holy thought it fills each breast;
And if we pray when mght doth fall,
Our God will watch us while we rest.”
—Mo. 1073 Sanes” Harp.

The Advocate Advocates

That the Church of Christ 1s the greatest thing on
earth,

That we should rejoice in, and appreciate, our
relationship with God, and that we are called the sons
and daughters of God.

The Dreamer
By Edgar A. Guest

The man was down and out, they said;
Ha had nowhere to lay his head;

He owned no stocks, no fertile lands,
No fire at which to warm his hands.

He had no purse, he had no coat,

He had no muffler for his throar

He seemed to be a ne’er-do-well

Who lacked all things men buy and sell.

And yet against the winter storm

He had a3 dream which kept him warm:
A dream on which his courage fed,

A dream which served him for a bed,

And cherishing that dream he found
A footpath up 1o firmer ground.
Upon the failures of the past

He rose to men’s estate at last,

Life may be bitter. stern and cold,
But o'er and o'er this tale is told,

Nor fate, nor scorn, nor sin can seem
To kill the man who keeps his dream.

Articles under this head do not necessarily receive
the endorsement of the Avvocars or the Church of
Christ,  Writers are responsible for their own views.

Some Thoughts Concerning God
By Willard J. Smith

It has been in my mind for quite a long time 1o
try to write for the Advocate an article concerning
God—that s, to try and twell through this medium,
as best 1 can, what may be known about God,
whether or not he is a personal being possessing a
body and parts, or an immaterial substance, or es
sence, pervading the whole universe and flling the
whole immensity of space; and to what extent we
may be enabled to comprehend him.  But realizing
the vastness of the subject, I have hesitated 1o write
until now, and even now 1 take up my pen with
some degree of reluctance and fear, as 1 do not wish
to present anything at any time which may not be
strictly in harmony with the Divine Mind., This
one thing, however, I will 1ry not to do; I will not
delve very deeply 1nto the vanious creeds, nor wry
to show on a large scale the extravagancies into which
many otherwise brilliant minds have been led. One
or two examples, 1 think, will not be out of place,
and will suffice for the present writing, The ex

cellent Charnock advises to

“Conceive of God as excellent, without any im-
perfections; a spirit without parts; great withour
quantity, perfect without quality, everywhere with-
out place, powerlul without members, understanding
without ignorance, wise without reasoning, light
withour darkness; and when vou have risen to the
highest, conceive him yet infinitely above all you
can conceive.”-—See Note on St. John 4:16-30, Cot-
tage Bible.

Of the omnipresence of God the celebrated Joseph
Addison wrote as follows:

“If we consider God in his omnipresence, his be-
ing passes through, actuates, and supports the whole
frame of nature. Flis creation, and every part of i,
is full of him. There is nothing he has made that
is either so distant, so little, or so inconsiderable,
which he does not essentially inhabit.  Flis substance
is within the substance of every being, whether
material or immaterial, and as intmately present to
it as that being is 1o wsell, {7 would be an imperfection
i him were he able to remove our of one place into
another, or to withdraw himself from anything he
has created, or from any part of that space which is
diffused and spread abroad to infinity. In shert, to
speak of him in the language of the old philosopher,
he is u being whose center is everywhere, and his
circumierence nowhere. —See National Fifth Reader,
published by A. S. Barnes & Co., New York, 1867,

ese extracts 1 will doubtless

In connection
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be permitted to add that some time ago I was asked revealed of conditions in the hafusmjyr or . spiritual
ihc following question: world is 1%%1}}&{{ :cd by us in the light of mental pro-

§ i;m it §mf‘d 1 e 4,11' {;oii as an i;ifﬁ&"i&i%z:ﬁ cesses growing out of what we luz“se learned. One
- of the ??mw% which we can pot clearly understand

is the eternity of God, though it is not difficult for us

al 1o recognize the fact iself.

of universal

115 {%0215 ’

Owr concept of the divine bein
N . .o .
‘éli}' §3f01‘“1“ e his manifestatic

nind” any
%‘;m}mmz} or a m;nwwi i
individualizing of a thing
or recognize i, Therefore
of God as posse

g has grown out of

A to mankind,  These not only in-
we o can ih’ﬂ% of it clude the works of l"llﬁi‘{* through the usual opera-
nPosst to think  tions of her laws, but also those ex xtraordinary events
' ; i‘é?\f’:;i;cd himself by more direct or

o o
w

pt as we Just as i%zm‘@ are laws which regu-
ing the attnbute e world, so we may understand t}mt
universal mind, independe the spiritual umid, and when these

meaning, and is therefore
dﬁsigzwi in their origin 1o de

re brought into reciprocal opera-
ible to behold or understand the
He who e are thus manifested to us.
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i hothe conclusions of science, that the
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to interpret them : t A 3 ) o i R
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is not- only the supreme ruler and lawgiver of a
mysterious universe, but he is the universal and per-
sonal God who manifests his nature to us.

In regard to the omnipresence of God, it is hard to
conceive how he could as a personal being be in
America and Australia, personally, at the same in-
stant of tme. Nor do 1 believe that the Scriptures
teach any such an absurdity. I believe him to be
omnipresent, however, but omuipresent in just the
way the Bible teaches, by his Spirit. In the 139th
Psalm we read:

“O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me,
Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising,
thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou com-
passest my path and my lying down, and art ac
quainted with all my ways. For there is not a word
in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it al-
together, Thou hast beset me behind and before,
and laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge 15
too wonderful for me; it is high, 1 cannor attain
gnto it.  Whither shall 1 go from thy spint? or
whither shall 1 flee from thy presence? If 1 ascend
up into heaven, thou art there: il I make my bed
hell, behold, thou art there. If T 1take the wings of
the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea: even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy
right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the dark-
aess shall cover me; even the night shall be light abous
me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee: but the
night shineth as the day: the darkness and the hight
are both alike to thee—Psalms 139:1-12.

From this scripture we learn that God s every-
where present by his Spirit, which is universally dif-
fused throughout all space; and therelore, no mat-
ter where we may go, we can not hide away from
his presence.  We also read that,

“The Lord looketh from heaven: he heholdeth all
the sons of men. From the place of his habitation
he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth. He
fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their
works."—Psalms 33:13-15.

God's habitation, then, 15 in heaven; hence Jesus
taught his disciples to pray, saying: “Our Father,
which art in heaven,” etc. Heaven then is the place
where God dwells, and from whence “He beholdeth
all the sons of men”; and we pause here to ask,
Why should this idea of the Holy Spirit of God be-
ing everywhere present seem 50 Very mysterious o
so many people, while they never stop to give 2
thought to the very fact that the air we breathe 15
filled with a mysterious clement which is at least one
of the most powerful agents in the universe of God,
and which is, so far as we know, universally diffused
throughout space; and this electric fluid we can
acither hear, see, nor smell.

God, then, as 1 understand, is omnipresent by his
Holy Spirit, which is an intelligent operating power
proceeding from the Father and the Son, and which
is universally diffused throughout all space and -
termingles with all other matter; and through and
by this divine agency our every word, thought, and

deed are kept in store to be accounted for at the
final reckoning, though as Bishop Linton once said,
“Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,—thank God
I can say that, but the scars of sin always keep me
humble.”

1 once heard a radio enthusiast make the state-
ment that there was “no word, nor anything -ever
lost, but that they were kept in store; and if we-only
knew when and how 1o rtune in with our radio we
might pick out of the air some of the sayings and
speeches of old King Tuwt” And why not? I the
prayers of the Saints are kept in viols as pleasant
odors or incense (Revelation 5:8) why destroy or
obliterate the speeches or lectures of any person?
This is speculation, eh? But back to the thought
under consideration.

It was this intelligent operative power—the Spirit
of God—which was exercised by our heavenly Father
and his Son in the creation of the world and all
things throughout the vast universe of God.

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth. And the earth was without form, and void;
and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And
the Spirir of God moved upon the face of the waters.
And God said, Let there be light: and there was
light."—Genesis 1:1-3.

“By his Spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his
hand hath formed the crooked serpent.—Job 26:13,

“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made;
and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.”
—Psalms 33:6.

But someone says: “All this is so mysterious we
can’t understand it; therefore we can’t believe it!”
No! You can’t believe 1t because you can’t understand
it But there are a million other things which you
don’t understand; things which you are so accustomed
to that you do not even stop to think about them;
and they are those things which you mest assuredly
do believe. Can you understand just how it is, about
whether awake or asleep there is a continuous throb-
bing and pulsation of your heart, sending through
your veins and arteries to the extremities of your
body the life corrent of blood which perpetuates your
existence; and that, too, without any effort upon your
part? By wvirtue of what power is this mysterious
operation perpetuated day in and day out for seventy,
cighty, or a hundred years, auntomatically, without
your ever giving it a passing thought? Is it myster-
ious?  Can you understand 1?7 Do you believe it?
The heart gives about four thousand strokes every
hour, or about ninety-six thousand strokes every twen-
ty-four hours, and the whole mass of blood, abour
three gallons, rushes through a thousand pipes of all
sizes throughout your body every four minutes. And
is it man that governs these nice and complicated
movements?  Did he set the heart in motion, or
endow it with the muscular forece it exerts? And
when it has ceased to beat, can e command it to
resume its functions?  And is there anything myster-
ious about all this? ‘

{Continued in September Advocate.)

j
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World Civilization Nearing lts Climax

By |. E.

Bozarth

1

Those of us old enough to have memories of the
tirmes before the World War can not fail 1o recall
the intolerant optimism which was then an almost
universal vogue. Anyone who doubted thar the
world was entering upon a zmimméum of happine
and good living was a “pessumist,” and such an epi-
thet was about the worst that could be flung at one.

We have passed this stage; yer few even today

heed the truth that the aflairs of the world, as well
as of natiens and individuals, are controlled by the
God of heaven, and that, like individuals, the nations
and the world must reap what they sow. For some
time now we bhave heard people talking about the
breakdown of civilization. May I ask, ‘»Wzm does
such an expression mean? What would happen if
what we call “civilization” should actvally suffer a
breakdown?
_If by aivilization we mean merely the conveniences
and luxuries of modern life, we might possibly stand
to have these curtailed or even abolished, Our grand-
fathers seemed to get along without screeching radios,
talkies, or even machine guns.

But how can this country or any other get along
when the moral standards of the people have crum-
bled? How can society hold rogether when the
units of such a social group have ceased o have
respect for the sanctity of family Life, and when par
ents have ceased to function as educators and guides
of their children in those homely virtues which are
the only secure foundation off living?

Civilization is not a cause, but a consequence. (
ilization does not produce anything debnite in the
way of either morals or religion. It follows in their
wake as a result of Christianity and morality, in-
dustry, honesty, and thrift. But we can not re
this process, for a paganized civilization can not pro-
duce anything good in the way of morality, much
less in the way or religion. The only religion that
has ever been of any lasting benehir to humanity is
one that has been revealed by a2 merciful God, not
one that man has developed by his own wisdom.

The student of history knows that every age and
community animated by a pure religion has always
shown a smardy morality and a sotable grade of in-
telligence; and these together have invariably bcm
foéi(}wed by temporal prosperity and a well-develope
“civilization.” (311 the other hand, history also testi-
fies that periods of high civ lization, with their com-
forts and easy ways of living, have as invariably been
full of perils for family hﬁe, public morals, and true
religion. When a prosperous and luxurious state of
civilization has been reached, true religion and even
morality have never survived.

The Results

According 1o the evolutionary

&

5

VEIse

theory, man is

an over-developed anthropoid who has achieved the
art of living with his kind in communities in the
complex manner which we summarize by the term
civilization.

Butr what results has this over-developed anthro-
poid accomplished by his civilization? It has taught
ham to wash his face and comb his hair and 1o wear
tatlor-made clothes, and the style of the parlor and the
dining table.  But neither the vanished forms of
cvilization represented by Memphis, or Nineveh, or
Athens, nor the contemporary forms in Paris, Lon-
don, or New York, have shown the slightest progress
in purifying the human heart of greed, selfish am-
bition, hatred, lust, or innata love of cruelty.

All human experience testifies that if the deepest
motives of the character are not puri{wd by morality
and true religion, all the training in the ars and
powers tend only to make the cdeanedup, well-
groomed human animal just a more accomplished
and dangerous rascal, a worse menace to his neigh-
bors, and a more poignant misery to himself. We
must never forget that the civilization which devel-
oped the Xeray and aseptic surgery has also invented

mustard gas, submarine torpedees, and long range
guns.  Our racketeers and kidnappers are produced

by the same cvilization which has us the
daily newspaper and the airplane.

It 15 doubtful if civilization, with morality and re-
ligion left out, 15 worth preserving.  And the only
;:hgzum which has shown iwelf capable of influencing
morality or family lile in any way is the one revealed
by Christ and recorded in the Bible.

given

Standards Ave Lost

But what is there left roday of any fundamental
idens which lie at the basis of religious and moral

life of the world?  Over a hundred years ago critics
undermined the confidence of the world in the re-
liability of the earlier chapters of the Bible,

With them soon went the New Testament record
of the Man of Galilee as anything more than the
probable account of an extraordinary man, an inspir-
ing “example” for other human beings. Lyell and
Darwin rogether induced the world to throw upen
the scrap heap the doctrine of creation. With this
there followed the {all of man, The vicarious atone-
ment also quickly dis g;}pf_‘zsui with any remaining

beliel in miracles or in a divine revelation to man-
kind. When the docirine of organic evelution be-

came “orthodoxy” at all educational institutions, it
was soon realized that there could not be any absolute
standards of right and wrong. Sioce we bave only
the experience of humanity to guide us, with ne
supernatural revelation from our Creator, we must
accustom ourselves 1o the idea of the relativity of
fixed standards except what the

with no
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“wisest and best” of the race have discovered through
their gropings in the darkness after the higher Ezie

The owr-umuopxd anthropoid has learned to wash
his face and comb his hair, but he 1s not sure whether
there will be any universal judgment or any life be
yond the grave. Hence, his religion consists chiefly
i making the most of the present life. "Go it while
you can, for you'll be a long tme dead”

“What is all the world 1o 2 man when his wife is
a widow?”

But 1t is evident that this artificial system of mor
ality, with no divine revelation as a guide, has not
succeeded in making the deaned-up anthropoid one
that you can trust after dark.

The backward path of the race is dotted with
national cataclysms, each brought about by the moral
retrogression of its people, and each of which ended
in the extinction of the civilization it Lgfcwm«?d
World empire after world empire has reached the
end of its pmbatim} and been extinguished by the
God whom its people have forgotten or rejected,
there being let loose upon them bands of barbarians
who i)tmed the God-defying nation under a flood
of blood and ruin.

Again, T say, If cities and nations have come to the
end of their probation, and have had to be exun-
guished by the judgment of a just but a despised
God, why not a world?

The World 1s Dying of an Overdose of Science

Science has been the word with which men have
conjured in its knowledge ; they have boosted them-
selves 1n its name; they have put over many false
philosophies; and by its magic, they have promised
the world all conceivable good. But alas, we look
today on a world that is sick unto death, and not-
withstanding all the pretensions and boasts of mod-
ern science, the earth grows more sickly daily, until
w seemns that we have almost reached the place or
condition of Russia; that is, to become a nation of
slaves.

Who can maintain a home and a family on 812
per week? In taxes amounting to theusands of dol-
lars levied by racketeers, gangsters, blackmailers, and
kidnappers we pay more than the expenses of the
Federal Government.  Is this not the beginning of the
downtall of modern civilization?

foundations be destroyed, what can the
"—Psalms 11:3.

The foundarion of this old world may fall, never-

theless the foundation of God standeth sure, having
this seal: “The Lord knoweth them that are his,
And let every one that nameth the name of Christ
depart from iniquity.”—2 Timothy 2:19.

This is our only hope,

“If the
ighteous do?

Concerning Message Twelve

Savr Lake Ciry, Uran, September 12, 1932,
Dr. Georce A. Covg,
23 Lewis Block,
Ogden, Utah.
Dear Sir:

Having been informed that you were an authority
on the interpretation of the English language as &t
may apply or rather pertain to legal contracts and
documents of like kind, I would appreciate your
analysis of the following excerpts taken from a pur-
ported revelation given to the Church of Christ for
their guidance upon the subjects treated on.

We believe that a grave mistake has been made
upon the part of a few of our members, as a result
of misinterpreting the passages | am submitting for
your consideration.  That you may not be influenced
in your consideration of the matter, by us, we refrain
from presenting our views, but simply present a few
questions that will bring out the information we
desire,

Quotations:

“The Lord has looked upon you and your brethren,
and has seen the humility of your souls, and your
desire to carry out the instructions that the Lord has
given you from time to time, and thus far your work
has been accepted of the Lovd, 10

“Behold, the Lord has rejected all creeds and fac-
tions of man, who have gone away from the word
of the Lord and have become an abomination in his
sight, therefore, les those that come 1o the Church of
Christ be baptized, that they may rid themselves of
the sins and traditions of man.”

(Juestions:

1. In the light of what 15 stated in the first excerpt,
that “thus far your work has been accepted of the
Lord,” ete,, do you think the rejection spoken of in’
ﬂ}fs last quemzwn g;)pi*‘* to the same group of people?

2. Is the dause, “let those that come,” future tense
or past tense? Or in other words can the provisions
of this clause be properly construed o apply to those
already members of the church at the time this pm’»
ported revelation was gven; or does it apply solely
1o those that should come in the future?

3. We accept persons into the fellowship of this
church from other factions of the Restoration, by
transfer, on proof of valid original baptism, and on
certain conditions re-baptize others. Would you con-
sider the word “let” 1o mean s direct command re-
quiring all who ! ‘zd come previous to this revelation,
as well as all that shall come from other divisions of
the Restoration, to be rebaptized?  Or does the word
“let” permit the individual affected as well 25 the




ZIOW'S ADVOCATE

119

church to wse discretion in the matter if there is a
question as to the validity of their original baptism?

We would appreciate your analysis of these quo-
tations, at an carly date, as much trouble and con-
troversy have been caused over the queston.

Sincerely,
Craremwes L. Wazaron,
Secretary of the Twelve.

Please address me General Delivery, Ogden,
Jiah, as I will be in that cty alter Wednesday of
this week, and would appreciate vour reply by that
date.

September 15, 1932
Arostir Crarevce L. Wusarox,
Ogden, Unh.
Dear Sir:

1o reply to your letter of the 12th, asking for an
interpretation of certain expressions quoted in your
letter, 1 give the following opimons:

Answer 1o Question 1. In the light of what is
stated in the first excerpt, the rejection spoken of in
the second excerpt quoted, clearly does not gpp& )
the same group of people mentioned in the frst
excerpt quoted.

Answu to question 2.
of the words and terms used,

In the ordinary acceptation
J N Iy
the grammatical con-

struction of the quotation, “let them that come)” in-
dicates the future tense, future time, and clearly apply
to members yet to come into the organization, at some
tume future 1o the giving of such instructions.
Answer 1o question 3. The usual and ordinary use
of the word lez, is to express permission, allowance,
and sufferance, and not 1o express a command. If it
vere the intent to (‘pr{?,SS a command, clearly and
plainly, uncquivocally, some other word than les
would no doubt be used.

An guthority at all skilled in the use of the English
language, need not use the word Jer to give a com-
mand. Some other word would undoubtedly be used.

You have asked me for some evidence of learning
in the English language. | may say that T have served
as English expert in the interpretation of contracts for
a great legal firm 1o Salt Lake City, T was offered
a position as instructor in English in the University
of Utah while yet a student in the institurion, be-

cause <;i my working knowledge of this subject. The
greatest newspaper syﬂdluﬁc in the world once gave
me a contract to write a daily article to be sold by
them to the newspapers of the United States, Canada,
England, and Australia. The endosed letters of ap-
preciation from the publishers of Webster's New In-
ternational Dictionary, indicate an understanding of
the English language.

Very sincerely yours,
Dz, Geo. A, Core.

A Letter from Wales

Dear Saints gnd Friends:

I am sure that all those who are readers of our

church paper, Zion's Advocate, will be delighted and
interested to know how the church in going along
in Wales

We look forward to see the Advocate reach us each

were in better circumstances to help

month with encouraging news and fine aruicles.
only wish we
our church paper; but as soon as conditions improve
we hope to do better and help the cause along.
We are proud of our faubful pastor, Elder David
Jenkins, and his co-officers, who are real workers,

There are twenty-six members here, regular at-
tendants, besides our friends who come imm thme
to time; and we hope that very soon they will be one
with us,

On the twenty-sixth day of June we had the pleas-
ure of witnessing the baptism of our Sister Louise
Pincott, who is fifty-six years of age. It was a
ricus day, and the fine influence that we all felt made
us very happy. The baptism was performed by John
Tenkins {Seventy).

ol
glo-

We are
bile, so we had 1o make it 1o the pool on foot, which

not forrunate enough to own an automo-

15 approximately four miles each way; but it was
worth while,

We sang some Welsh hymns at the water’s edge,
and some folks who came around out of curiesity
came and joined in the singing.

Afrer the baptism we made our way to our usual
place of service at the home of Brother and Sister
Rees Jenkins, who grant us the privilege of meeting
in their home three times a week.

Our sister was confirmed under the hands of Bishop
Samuel Beacham, assisted by Elder David Jenkins,
pastor, and this ceremony was followed by 2 real
and fine prayer service.

On the 28th of May we were made happy when
Brother and Sister Jemes Bramham brought their
lide daughter Anne to be blessed under the hands
of Elderd John and David Jenkins.

Saints and friends, we are not rich with this world’s
goods, but we are wonderfully rich in Spirit when
we can coms to the altar of prayer and pray without
ceasing and singing praises.  “What more do we
need when we know God is with us: who cap be
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against us?”  Christ has said: "Seek ye first the
kingdom, and the rest shall be added unto you”

I remember visiting in an aged sister’s home, when
1 was very young, and I noticed a card she had hang-
ing in the kitchen. And it read like this: “Christ is
the head of this house; the unseen guest; the silent
listener to every conversation.” I wanted to know of
this sister, if Christ listened to everything? The
answer was, ~ Yes,”

I keep that verse in memory: “Christ is the head of
our church; he is our guest, and he 1s the silent listener
to all of our conversation,”

How careful we have to be how we speak and do
things, lest we should hurr a brother or sister! There
is no time to be quarreling over trifles. Christ will
take care of his church if we as representatives will
do our duty, and that in the spirit of humility. Let

vs ask God's advice first, before we undertake to do
anything.

I, personally, have had the pleasure of visiting the
hitle Church of Christ, Temple Lot. 1 felt at home
and enjoyed meeting with the saints and friends. 1
am still interested in that which transpired at the
center place, and the churches round about.

Before 1 conclude T want to add that Brother Rush-
ton, of the Reorganization, visited us last week and
preached to us Sunday evening.

It would be fine if we could have news from the
different how they are geuwing along,
through our church paper. May God bless his people
everywhere, 1s my prayer.

I remain your sister in the faith.
Berry Jengins,
Pentwyn,

churches,

Toxvreran, Warss, 13 Heal

A Timely

Cransron, R, I, August 8

Editor Advocate:

Dear Brother: There has been brought to my notice
a mimeographed document purporting to be a reve-
lation supposedly given to the Church of Christ,
February 19, 1930, through Joseph Luf

I am unable to say who is responsible for the cir-
culating of this matter, as no name is attached,

It has the appearance of an insidious effort to in-
Why should the Church

of Christ place any confidence In, or accept, that

jure the Church of Christ.

which might come from someone outside of it
ranks, especially when it 1s in direct contradiction 1o
that which has come direct through men of the
church?

This document carries an “explanatory note”:

“The above communication by Flder Joseph Lufl
is not handed 1o you by his request: He presented it
to Apostles of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot)
about three years ago. It seems that they did not
present it to their General Assembly, nor was it pub-
lished in their Zion’s ddvocate”

{july, 1933, date of docoment sent out.)

1 am wondering why other revelations given
through the same person to the church of which he is
a member were not presented to their General Con-
ferences or prnted in their Saints’ Herald?  And
there are two or three of them. If the church to
which Elder Joseph Luff belongs will not accept or
give credence to his revelations, which reflect on them,
how can they expect the Church of Christ, of which
he is not a member, to give credence to one directed
to them?

The Church of Christ is not directed by revelations

Warning

coming from without its ranks, anv mere than the
Reorganized Church, or any other faction is.

The Church of Christ is willing to cooperate with
any part of the restoration movement when ap-
proached in a legitumate or reasonable way.

The Church of Christ is not dependent on outside
help in the receiving of direction from the Lord.

To any who may have received copy of above men-
tioned document we would say: You need not be
disturbed in the least, as it is just another trick of
the enemy. And the apostles of the church have
been acquainted with this document for some time,
and have not been at all disturbed.

If the Church of Christ 1s to be the mstrument in
God’s hands to do a work, it may be expected that
every means will be used by the enemy to hinder that
work, and especially so since work is being resumed
on the temple project.

Remember, your faith will be tried to the limit of
endurance. Cling closely to the “rod of iron” Ged
will not forsake those who do his will,

Your brother in Christ,
W, F. Awpzrson, (Apostle).

Editor's Comment: To the foregoing letter of
Apostle Anderson we give our hearty endorsement.
Little atention need be given by our people to any
document sent out by those who are either afraid or
ashamed to sign their names. They are ashamed to
come out in the open with their propaganda, but
like the lurking “copperhead” prefer to strike from
the cover of concealment.  The Editor recently re-
ceived a long purported revelation directed to the
church, with no name whatever signed to it nothing
to indicate who it came from. Such communications
will be ignored while the present editor serves,

H. E. M.
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Missionary Activities

Ava, Missour:

A new church was organized at this point on the
18ch of July, 1933, by Apostde Arthur M. Smith.
They are starting out with eighteen charter members,
under the pastorate of Elder Grant Burgin,

Oshweken, Ontario, Canada

Apostle B. C. Flint baptized seven of our Lamanite
brethren and organized the “Six Nations Church of
Christ” on July 23, 1933, Their charter membership
consists of cleven, of which two are elders, one a
priest, and one a teacher. Elder Hugh Beaver is the
pastor,

Denver, Colovado
On June 11, 1933, three additional members were
received, two by wansfer back from the Ferting
Group, and one by baptism. The work in Denver
is progressing and the meetings are attended by a
marked degree of the Spirit of God.

Abcrcombor, South Wales
Elder Lewis John Willicome baptized two addi-
tional members into the church at the above point
on August 7, 1933,

Silverdale, Kansus
After a week’s series of meetings at Silverdale, El-
der Arthur Rathbone baptized five on August 13,
Two of these were recently with the Fetting Group.
One 15 an elder, and no doubt in the near future
others will be inducted into the Church of Christ, and
a branch organized.

Cranston, Khode Islgnd

The work in Cranston, under the leadership of
Elder Herbert Johnson, is still on the upgrade. Five
more have been recenty received into the Church
there, three by transier from the Reorganization, and
two by baptism. We are bappy to note that one of
those baptized by Aposile Willlam  Anderson was
the wife of Brother C. F. Danforth.

Ahsakka, ldaho
Apostle C. L. Wheaton baptized three at Ahsahka,
on the 13th of August. One of these, Robert Gor
don Newby, was called and ordained to the office of
elder, Brother Wheaton reports a wonderful degree
of the Spirlt manifest in the confirmation of these
new members.

Bloomficld, lowsa

As a result of a visit by Apostle C. W, Morgan at
the home of Brother Harry Lewis, Sister Lewis asked
for baptism. This rite was administered by her hus-
band, who is an elder.

Lamoni, lowa

Two additional members have been received by
this local church recently. One by transter from the
Reorganization, and one by bapusm by Apostle C.
W. Morgan.

Newton, lowa

Apostle Morgan held a week’s meeting at Newton,
Towa, and as a result baptized five on the 27th of
August, and received one by transfer from the Reor-
ganization. He organized a Sunday School with
nineteen members.

Milton, Oregon

On the 17th of August Apestle C. L. Wheaton
baptized one at this point, and received two by trans-
fer from the Fetting Group. In all cases of transfer
from the Fetting Group, those concerned were for-
merly members of the Church of Christ, Temple Lot,
and are renewing their affliation with that body,

Bemidyi, Minnesota
Apostle James Yates has baptized five into the
Bemidii Church on his recent trips into Minnesota,
’ McClelland, lowa
Apostle Morgan baptized a sister into the McClel
land local church. "This little group is making steady
progres

Dienver, Colorado

Flder Jess Cruse baptized a sister who has been
received by the Denver Church on the 27th of Au-
gust. At the same time Brother Amandus Halverson
was ordained an Flder by Brother T, B. Nerren and

Brother Cruse.

Cameo, Colorado
Apostle Clarence 1. Wheaton baptized six new
members at Cameo September 3. This 5 a new
opening, and prospects look fine for a nice ingather-
ing in this district

SUBSCRIBE FOR THE ADVOCATE
and follow
THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE



ZIOWS ADVOCATE

Doctor Joseph Luff Speaks

A litde over three years ago a document of spirit-
ual import relative to the Church of Christ on the
Temple Lot was sent by me to the leading authorities

of that church for their consideration and use as they

deemed it worthy its character and purport. It em-
bodied counsel, admonition and warnings, intended

only for that church.

By some means of maneuvering {to which 1 have
been in no sense a party) that decument or a copy of
it, has reached the hands of parties for whom it was
not intended and they, (1o serve plirposes unknown to
me) have published it and, in leaflet form, have been

selling and circulating it

The knowledge of this unjustihable action came to
me vesterday and this letter is written to inform all
who may be interested that not only is the statement
appended to that leaflet true to the effect that it was
not handed to you by my request but the publication
and circulation of it also was done without my knowl-
edge or consent, and to my mind was without war-
rant 1n the code of righteousness, whatever the merit
of the intention may have been,

Very truly,
Josern Luss,

The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

lts Origin and Mission

When we talk about the origin of any society or
association, we think of its source, or occasion from
which it derives its being, “especially that which in-
wiates or lays the foundation for its existence. 1. e, the
seed is the origen of the plant, sin is the origin of woe.

“Brother Z. . Gurley was . . . sent to the northe
eastern patt of Wisconsin, on the presentation of
President Strang.” It was probably while on this
mission thus appointed that Elder Gurley raised up
the Yellowstone Branch, the members of which helped
to form the nucleus of the Reorganization—Reorgan-
ized Church History, vol. 3, pages 744, 745,

Note the statement that this branch organized by
Gurley while acting under app{azmmuﬂ of J. ]

Strang, “helped form the nucleus of the Reorgan-
ization.”  The word nucleas means tiny beginning,

Thus we find that the Reorganized Church bad its
beginning or origin, according to their own history,
in the Strangite faction.

“Whenever individuals claiming authority under
the church organized by the first Iom‘sp‘iz« become
members of any faction, they immediately become
divested of all authority except that received from
that faction.”—True Latter Dav Saints’ Herald, vol.
4, page 158,

1

This being true we are led to believe that the source
of priesthood in the Reorganized C iwm h comes down
from the factions from which its fathers were mem-
bers.

The following is a briel historical outline of the
fathers of the Rwrgamxui Church, wken from their
own records.

Willigm Marks was with ‘nmﬂg from 1847 ull 1850,
and was ordained to ofhice of counselor to Strang as in-
xumluf 1}*» revelaton.~—Reorganized History, “val. 3,
pages 723, 724

H. H. i)mm was with Strang m 1848 —Reorgan-
ized Church History, vol. 3, pa

Jason W. Z}ugw, considered f{mﬂdtr of the Re-
organization—Origin of the Reorganized Church,
p. 21, Was Wii‘h Brigham Young from death of
Joseph Smith vl 1846.—Reorg ranized History, vol. 3,

p. ?37 At this time he left Brigham Young and
acccpici the leadership of James ]. Strang, and re-
matned 1o fellowship with him ull 1850, —-—i'hui 737.

sed the Waukesha, Wisconsin, branch of the
faction, September 16, 1849—-TIhid,, 737,
About 1849 he mﬁu‘;izcd the Beloit, Wisconsin,
bhfor W 1 Smith, and in 1851 was chosen to
in an apostle in that (}fgzmzzazéma,——H)id,‘, p. 34, The
Voree Record of conferences contains the following for
1 B, 1846: "Resolved unanimously that Jason W.
Briggs be ordained a high priest. Ordination under
the hands of President James [, Strang and William
Marks.”

Zenos H. Gurley: " Afrer the death of Joseph Smith,
Flder Gurley iny t%?”dli(i the claims of various lead-
ers, and finally tzs\wmf,d those of J. |. Strang as being
the most reasonable “Reorgamized Church History,
vol. 3, p. 744 as sent to the northeastern part
of Wisconsin ¢ ration of President St

Organi
Strangite
738.

He w




ZIOW'S ADVOCATE

123

We' have already shown that Jason W. Briggs
raised up the ‘Waukesha, Wisconsin, Branch of the
Strangite church, and that Gurley organized the Yel-
lowstone branch while he also was with Strang.
Thus we have the fatal admission that these branches
were the “nucleus” of the Reorganization. This being
true we are {orced to the conclusion that the authority
of the Reorganized Church came through the Strang-
ite faction also.

Briggs having been ordained as a high priest by
Strang in 1846 (two years after the death of Josep oh
Smith), was declared 1o be the “highest in authority,”
and was accordingly selected 1o preside over the New
Organization of /Xprﬂ 6, 1853, in harmony with a
revelation given through H. H. Deam—True Latzer
Day Saints’ Herald for March, 1860, page 55, upon
which the following resolution was based:

“Resolved, that in the opinion ol this conference,
the one holding the highest priesthood in the church
of Geod is to preside and represent the rightful heir to
the presidency of the high priesthood:

“Amendment, Resolved, that the highest authority
among the priesthood represents the legitimate author-
wy in a presiding capacity.”—True Latter Day Soings’
Herald, February, 1860, page 52.

“As it now had become a law of the church, that
the one holding the highest priesthood should repre-
sent the ‘legal heir’ in a presiding capacity, it became
necessary that we should know who among us held
the highest priesthood.”—Ibid.

“This was a dificult task.  Some had been or
dained apostles, and some seventies under William
Smith. Some had been ordained by Strang and other
pretenders, ete.-—Ibid.

o

It will be noted above that Briggs had been ordained
Ba

to the office of high priest by the “pretender” %Haﬁg
in 1846, referring to page 57 of the ch«fld We find
the proceedings of the organization of the Mew Or

ganization afterwards called the Reorganized Church.
and

“The next morning the conference met pro-
ceeded to organize as instructed.

Sy W Brigos was chos o e ol

Jason W. Briggs was chosen to preside.

“On motion FEthan Griffith, Willilam Cline, and

Cyrus Newkirk were appointed a committee to seleet
seven men to be ordained into the Quorum of
Apostles. On motion Brother Samuel Blair wias sus-
wined in the office of General Church Recorder.
On motion Jason W. Briggs was chosen Church
Historian. The committee of three to select seven to
be ordained apostles chose the following named per-
Zenos H. Gurley, Henery H. Deam, Jason

Daniel B. Razy, John Cunningham,
Reuben Newkirk, who were accord-

SO0S, V17
W. Briggs,
George White,
wngly ordained.”

It will be noted that among the seven apostles
chosen was Jason W. Briggs. Nothing was said
about the setting of him apart with counselors to
preside over the new organization, he as the “senior
member”, see page 55, was to stand as the representa-
tive of the “legal heir,” as a member of this quorum
of seven apostles, and to this group of men as a whole
the {m,rmg?zz of the church was entrusted.

“The next morning after the close of the conference
{April 7, 1853), we had a joyful time. The Lord
told us that the acts of this conference were recorded
in heaven, and 1o the seven apostles he said:

“°[ give unto you the care of my flock on earth,
the oversight of them, as you shall give an ac-
T—Trae

tal
count upto me in the days of judgment’.
Latter Day Sarnts” Herald, page 58.

&

In this whole proceeding thsrc was nothing said
about the First Presidency, The Twelve were the
highest in authority. If there any intention
whatever of installing a presidency of three, the
record of that conference was silent. If the proceed-
ings of that occasion meant anything, it was that
Jason W. Briggs was to preside over the Twelve until
Young Joseph should be induced to take the respon-
sibility.

“If Joseph did appoint another in his stead vwenty-
seven years ago, the appointment was then, and has
continued to be until this day a profound secret, and
it might as well never have been made, for all the
good or evil that it ever dil—True Latter Day
Sarnts’ Herald, page 65.

was
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OBITUARY

Mrs. C. A. Gurwell Dies at the Independence Sanitarium

Mrs, z%m}f . Gurwell, 70 vears old, wife of C, A,
surwell, 1221 West Walnut Street, died at 2.45 o'cdlock
this morning at the Independence Sanitarium.  Her
death was caused from siscp%ng sickness and double
pneumonia. She became il a week ago Monday.

Mrs. Gurwell was born in §3§f>c>mingmm i, Oct
16, 1862. She and Mr. Gurwell were married in 5t
Louis 1in 1949, From i% to 1916 Mr. and Mrs,
Gurwell were in charge of the United Order of Fnoch

House on River Bo lk ard.  Surviving besides the

hushand are a son, Fm{i?«: Smith, Mountain Grove,
Missourt, and a daughter, Mrs, Alice Joerndt,
1561 West Walnut fmui ‘i?ﬂhi by a former marriage,
and two grandchildren, Miss Vera Jerndt of Independ-
ence and Bernadine Smith of Webster Groves.

Private funeral services were conducted at two
o'clock the afternoon of September 12, from the Car-
son Funeral Home, FElder James W. Davis was in
Burial was in Mound Grove Cemetery,
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Notice of Official Silence

To Whom It May Congern: 'This is to certify that
Elder C. E. Irwin, who was appointed 1o labor as a
genergl representative of this Church of Christ at the
last General Assembly, as a missionary, has been
placed under official silence as a minister for Christ,
by action of Apostle B. C. Flint, for cause, who has
the general oversight of church activities in the Grear
Lakes Mission, which mission includes the State of
Michigan and the Easiern Provinces of Canada; and
therefore, has no authority 1o represent this church
in any capacity whatsoever; and further, this church
is not from this day responsible for any ministerial
acts which he may perform; nor shall such be recog-
nized.

It is further certified, that this official silence has
been apgmved by the majority of the Twelve who are
in sessioy at this time.

Therefore, this brother is hereby requested to for-
ward to the Secretary of the Twelve, without further
delay his licenses and Certihicate of Ap pois’iimfsn’ as
provided in Article 18 of this church’s Court Pro-
cedure; and prepare himself for wrial according w
notice which has and will be given him.

Crarzxce L. Wasatox,
Secretary of the Twelve.

Impepewpence, Missouri, September 15, 1933

More About the Indians
Dear Advocate Readers:

Sometime ago 1 sent an article for publication cov-
ering our work up until the fruit began to ripen on
the' Reserve,  So'] thought you might like to have the
sequelto the story.

This has to do with the baptism of seven, the call
of three 1o the priesthood, and the organization of the
tocal ehuarch at Ohsweken, It was a very wonderful
experience, and convinces me more than ever that the
time for the gospel to go to those people is here. They
are sure a very fine devored people and 1 think it will
not be long before they begin to put us to shame, by
setting an example of right Living.

The baptism was one of the most beautiful | ever
had anything to do with, Surely God smiled his
ap*ﬁmm? upon us that day. The sun shone down on
the Grand River, which flows in the midst of the
Lamanite Reserve, and the banks were lined with
people, many coming long distances on foot. ]
preached themt a sermon from the river a%dw and
gave them the message from their forefathe It
was well recetved and at the cose of the i’aa;msm. a
large group of them marched down single fle sing-
ing hymns in the Indian tongue, and shook the hand
of each candidate who had been baptized and said
they prayed God’s blessing on them. A fine spirit
prevailed ‘and at the afterncon Confirmation and
Sacramental service, we enjoyed aln ‘

cutpouring of the Holy Spirit. The offering of these
humble sons: of Joseph, - dedicating’ their Hives 1o
the service of God was raly rcu}gmxed and in addi-
tion to the sweet spirit of acceprance, there were alse
the gifts in which Brother eri Beaver was called
to the office of Elder; Brother frui Hill 'to the office

{ Prigst, and Brother Harry Loft ro the office of
’Ycacher. The evening service marked the end of a
perfect day.

It could hardly be expected that such a work, with
its potent 1l promise of ‘the actual beginning of God’s
work among that people, would pass without " the
notice of the forces of evil, and so it proved. FEvery
sectarian minister on the Reserve banded together
to destroy the work begun, and there was an-anti-
Mormon meeting in every church on' the follewing
Sunday, and a more wm{*mgtzb%e propaganda T oever
witnéssed. They stopped at nothing, and of course
some were influenced by i, and a petition was cir-
culated on the part of the Reserve where our werk s
yet unknown, for the purpose of having wus barred
from the Reservation. This came before the Council
of Indians at Chsweken, at their meeting last Thurs-
day. The chiel councilman, who is a friend of ours,
and we acccepred.  The members
the local “Six Nations Church of
preserited a counter petition, in which they

d us to stay

minisiry of

and
Christ”
affirmed their belief as being strictly Christian in

character, and denied all connection with ~the dog
trine of polygamy and its kindred evils. Their pen-
tion prevailed by a large majority, and again the
canse of truth was vindicated.

On our way back to Detroit, we stopped a couple
of days at St. Thomas, Ontario, and at the evening
service a goodly numbed of the Reorganized Chureh,
including their pastor, attended our service and ex-
pressed themselves as very well pleased with what
they had heard. We are now on our way back te
Wisconsin, preparatory to attending the Council of
the Twelve, which meets in Independence, Sep-
tember 15,

Your colaborer,
B. C. Foor.

THE ADVOCATE ADYOCATES

That we should not hestitate to do our part, be it
ever so small, toward the Temple project.

That nothing, for God or his w ork, is gained by
spreading  discouragement among our brothers snd
SISLETS CONCErning dz work on the Temple.

That um\{hmb is to be gained by going ferward
in faith 1o the full extent of all powers.

That we have no claim on God for help until we
have

gone to full extent of our ability. - “Why dot

atter by our fideliry?
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move again the later part of July. This &
ment was later augmented by the use
and “heavy rractor dondted by Flde
and still more dirt began to move.
the opportunity was afforded us 1o
used  Fordson Tractor, a ;zanmumx
Fresno scraper for a very szzm%i sum.
sell the gang-plow for half of

cost us.  The tractor is now on m>
carefully overhauled in i
ings, putting in new
justments.

b contribu-
sarmiey either

Ofcourse,
i.to those in

equip- devise @ way ol gy

Fresno “tions, based on ‘ﬁ&
Yates,  as tithi ing or iu“

of

and winter, it
> hay, oats, and corn for the ! s; and
for the tractors. We m(mhz aﬂpﬂ"‘!dl(ﬁ

it if mrcrzzi of you farmers in . that are
i the building of the le. would get
ther and see what vou can donate
i<<m*>§<' work in the way of hay, corn, and

ay, of course, wo § be best, but loose
accepted, and a way provided to trans
Let us hear é’k(;iz: }();i as carly as con-

It 15 hoped that by the beginning of
shall again be moving dirt with these
machines. Tt will then be an interes
as a busy time, to see the dirt mov:

team, two tractors, a five-foot and eight-foot Fre venient.
scraper.  In this way i 15 estirnated that we can, For the men whe 1‘?4 ap-
during good weather, move approximat proximately t one hun-

retables,
quantity. "y" il y(m
share with these
blessed vou with,

dred yards of dirt 2 da 1y, cred

In ()Id{ff to do this it will be necessary meat,
more men to volunteer to come here and

their time. At the present time we know

men }XH{

; Lo Cen il gl o thout inte .
ter way for those of the church thar are unes mployed 30 that this s ;x "}v”““ n ”“Pi% 1
’ s v . B e ves NS NN p] AT . “4 : Iy

to use their time. While engaged on ;é»m work, the rest of the We Uso need coal K

N y ’ R T
are assured of good food and lodei tn a tuel, and doth What will be your

o g k. .
limited extent as yet, of clothing. ”E”“ contribu e
not only helps you ﬁ 1t are out of work, Revi s Qf the z\um{m in
same I%;'zsc WEW; you a chance to give general, 111‘1"11';; these distres.
to the Lord’s work. Rc;zm:;shcr‘ sing times, we «‘ ﬂi s command as a

ontract indebtedness

. EF) ‘ » ] 2 SR o 3
built, “Not by promises, but by s church to kee L to ¢
s this fact m assure you that

‘mo{hef Eimw we want you to C(’;mzdvr, folks, is  with no n . ' , 1
this. With the upturn in economic aflairs ;md the  what you contribute henceforth will be used for con-
return of many people 1o work, th in  Structive accounts and
value of your produce from the fic i . ol M;”;{ SU%%’A}?
wages, let us not forget the Lord. m, folks, let’s
with you the church has sufe
this depression because your abili
her needs has been limired. M
ried on their work in face of ;
times great suffering.  This same spirit. of sacrifice
has been shared by those who are giving their time on
the work of the Temple.

At this time, when many of you are no doubt re-
vising your %mdwzs for the coming winter, we appeal
to you to rummber to make provision therein for
your contribution to the funds of the church-—the
Mi: onary, lcmpa Fund, and the Advocate, for
these are worthy of your help

These contributions do not
in cash. Those of you that are enga
tural pursuits can contribute in kind.
missionaries who under i
their entire time 1o the work liv your
not see to 1t that from your crops of
vegetables, etc., that you may have, that
phud at least in part for the winter,
funds come into the General Churcl
rated to the others, that all may share
better. Possibly an arrangement can
Financial Committee of Seven by which
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of the

nore good {rem these
And then, too, that is
i this work.  And

L )
hat God has placed

epgs, than the

fed

the only way

St

Wo

Ch
Ch
fioi
:{)O}
o
L
ene

mo



