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j. . . . ts of. God fell in "fire and sword ' . 
I~\':~ as. t~ Lord had . pt.»nised, more 
houses were burned, the people were driven out at::ross 
the Missouri River into Clay County, and not one per
son of the saints were left in Jat::kson County .-Reorg. 
C. Hist., vol. 1, pp. 334, 335. 

Why this terrible judgment? Read the cause, an
nount::ed to the saints in Kirtland, Ohio, just one 
moQ.th later, December 16. 

"Verily, I say unto you, concerning your brethren 
who have been afflicted, and persecuted, and cast out 
from the land of their inheritance, /, the Lord, have 
suffered the affliction to come upon them, wherewith 
they have 'been afflicted in consequence of their trans
gressions; ... Behold, I say unto you, there were jar
rings, and contentions, and envyings, and strifes and 
lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore by 
these things they polluted their inheritances. They 
were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their 
God; therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken 
unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their 
trouble. In the day of their peace, they esteemed 
lightly my counsel; but in the day of their trouble, of 
necessity they feel after me."--D. C. 98: 1, 3. 

Are we "esteeming lightly" his counsel today? Are 
we giving heed to his commandments? 

In Paul's time, he found those who said, some that 
they were of "Paul," some of "Cephas," others of 
"Apollos." He soundly condemned their schism and 
divisions, saying all were one in Christ. Today we 
have those who say "I am of Brigham," and "I ain of 
Joseph," etc. In Book of Mormon times there were 
many ,"ites" also. Today all profess one objective; 
therefore, "Let us arise and build," as in Nehemiah's 
day: Brighamites, Josephites, Hedrickites, Cutlerites, 
Bkkertonites, or no "ites" at all, but si~ply an humble 

'friust a tetnple to co~ to wh 
so, come and help us to bui.ld the Lord'£ house. 
slumberers and sleepers, awake! 

Sec. 83: I must be fulfilled to complete the promise 
of the prophecy in Book of Mormon, Authorized·Vet ... 
sion, pages 659, c64, 750., What is the promise? 
Speaking of Independence, Missouri, "in the westem 
boundaries," "which shall be the city, New Jerusal~; 
which city shall be built, beginning at the Templ.t Lotc , 
which is appointed by the finger of the Lord." '\tt!l'.iJy, 
this is the word.of the Lord, that the city, New Jeru;. 
salem, shall be built by the gathering of the saints, be
ginning at this place, even the place of the temple." 

The "beginning" has not yet been made. True, the 
saints have gathered here, and built--a store, .and it 
failed; a factory-and it failed; a brickyard--a~d it, 
failed; a bank--and it failed! Do you not think lt is 
time to begin where the Lord told us to begin? . . '.' 

Let us adopt the slogan of Nehemiah, "The God of 
heaven, he will prosper us; therefore, we his se,vants 
will arise and build."-Neh. 2: 20. 

If you can not dig in the foundation trench, selld 
your contribution to The Temple Storehouse, accord
ing to the call sent out already. Write to the store::. 
keeper, Elder H. E. Moler, P. 0. Box 232, Independ, 
ence, Mo., telling what you have, and arrange to send 
on what you can. This is the Lord's House, and not 
"the temple of The Church of Christ." Let us arise 
and build. 

If you have any money for the Temple, send .it in. 
NOW, whether it be much or little, lest the Lord take 
it from you by bank failure, unprofitable or foolish 
"investment"; loss of property by fire; livestock bf 
death, or by sickness or death in your family. · 

COME! LET US BUILD THE LORD'S HOUSE 

The Dodrine of CJ r'.sl: 

Synopsis of a Sermon by I. M. Smith, at Temple Lot Church, January 29, 1933 

· Texts: "My doctrine is not min2, but his th:it sent 
me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the 
docrrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of 
myself."-John 7:16, 17. 

And with the foregoing, the following: 
"If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples 

indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free."-John 8: 31, 32. 

A promise is recorded in each of these texts; and the 
promise is that anyone who does the will of the Fa
ther, or continues in the Savior's word, shall know of 
the doctrine which the Savior taught, whether it be of 
God or of man. • 

And if that rule holds good in regard to the teach
ing of the Savior then, it will hold good now. In other 
words; if obedience to the teaching of the Master then 

would bring to those who obeyed a knowledge of its 
truth, it will do the same now. And we shall know 
now, just as they did then; that is, through the same 
means that people have known the truth of God's 
message in all ages of the world. 

And how can we know? How did people in an
cient times know? 
Can we know because we have the g;ft of tongues? 

NO. 
Can we know because we have the gift of prophecy? 

NO. 
Can we know because we have great faith? NO. 
Can we know because of our grc:at understanding? 

NO. 
Can we know hecause we have been enabled to .work 

miracles? NO. 


