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ZION'S ADVOUATE 3

b omind” Inchis swn foind, persuaded in his own
mind; ot forced or coerced by the raind of some am-
bitious supreme ruler.  Worldly poets know better
than thaty referring to God the Poet says: “In name-
Jess ways be good and kind, but never force the human
mind,”

There can be no greater evidence of a fatal apostasy
than to observe a high church official demanding sub-
shission of consciences and convictions to a program
of his own making. Discussing the question of maod-
ern apostasy it becomes necessary 1o examune  its
causes and these mostly responsible.

ft was my good fortune to be reared by parents who
were deeply devoted 1o the restored gospel.  Their
life was a continual sacrifice to its interests. My
mother was a member of the “Old Church,” before
the tragedy of 1844, My father joined the church in
1855, The following year, my . parents, with eleven
other families. migrated to Utah. Not heing satis
Ged with conditions in the Utah Church, they joined
the Reorganized Church in 1863 under the direction
of . C. Briggs and Alexander McCord, They spent
eleven years in Utah, returning to “The States” in
1867,

In my boyhood home the gospel was the chief sub-
ject of conversations, especially when members of the

church were present.  Experiences in Utah, Salt
Lake City. and Ogden, were almost the daily re
hearsal for years after returning from the west.

The apostasy of the Utah Church was 2 setrled
question in my boyhood home. The cause that led
up to it was not polygamy altogether, but the as-
sumption of Brigham Young as successor of Joseph
Semith as leader of the church. The domineering aw-
thority of “obey orders” was a continual  complaint.
That system of church government, known in later
years @s Supreme Directional Control” was in full
swing in Uwih.

That system of church government was so con-
stantly rehearsed in my €ars when a boy that | learned
‘t with almost the same completeness as 1 did the al-
phabet.

Years later, 1 learned of the Roman Cathohic
Church, having a similar form of church government,
wherein the sovercign power of ail administrative
affairs was resident in the Pope at Rome. The claun
for ipfallibility by the Pope was indeed consistent:
for surely if he be the vicar of Jesus Christ, he shoutd
of necessity be infallible, when holding  supreme
iences of his subjects

power to control the cons

But this form of church government was not dis-
rurbing the Reorganized church during my young life.
1 was. not molested by it being in the Irighamite
church. or in the Roman Catholic Church-—why
should T worry.

I enjoyed full and complete confidence in the Reor
ganized church as being the accepted church of God
o earth, That confidence was so complete and se-
cure, that I never questioned the divine acceptance
of the church or of her representative men.

During the long years of administration of Brother

Joseph Smith, I regarded him as a true man ot God
—as a real genuine Prophet. It is true that. I never
regarded him: as being “iafallible”  In fact, during
the early years of my ministry {either 1894 or 1895)
1 wrote the following comment to Zion's (g about
Joseph Smith: “T do not daim that he ig infailible, but
I do believe that he has an infallible guide to guide
him.” That is as near as | can believe that any man
is infallible. Therefore, when a man demands that he
be granted “Supreme Di ectionol Control” over all the
i - simply goes beyond the limit

affairs of the church
of Divine Grace.

It has required nearly six thousand years of time
for the world of humanity to make a sweeping de-
mand for “democracy.”  Demd is one form of
government and “Supreme Directional Control” in
the hands of one man is quite another.

Truth does not corrode, nor lose its luster by the
passing of time. IHere is one golden gem of truth by
President Elbert A. Smith as stated in The Sainss
Herald during the summer of 1924, published later in
“Brother Flbert’s Booklet”: “The Church is a Theo-
eratic Democracy.”  That statement had reference to
the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of the Lat
ter Day Saints. The statement is true. In fact we
think it contains too much truth for the present con-
dition of the Reorganized Church.

The church is Theocratic, because the laws emanate
from God. H the people in General Conference made
the laws by legislative enactments, then the church
could not be Theocratic. Furthermore, if the laws
of the church should be administered by one man
having “Supreme Directional Control over all the af-

iw

fairs of the church,” then it would not be democratic.
A Democracy is where the sovereign power is with the
people; an Autocracy is where the sovereign power is
vested in one man, Therefore, the General Confer-
ence of the Reorganized Church in April, 1925,
changed the form of government from a Democracy,
into an Autocracy. The change was made when the

conference adopted the program of President F. M.
Smith, wherein t demanded that he be granted
“Supreme Directional Control over all the affairs of
the church.” President Smith was gracious enough o
admit that he desired to be “Supreme only in the ad-
ministrative arm of the Church.” Perhaps we should
inquire: Tn what other line could he be supreme?
T
feetive discipline

The conference approve ]
grarh by a two third’s vote—thus granting him
he understood that
hed in one of

administration power was to function in “EL
rer of elimination.”
ident Smith’s

[

preme power. It shou
achievement was not
vears: The conference

leaven bad been working lor years.
An apostasy is not made complete by committing
sin and evil but by approving and condoning the sin

fore, this voie

and evil that is known to exist. The
of approval gave support to the change in church gov-
ernment. Then 2 lays later a docurnent was
presented by President F. M. Smith in which we find
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it 15 i open
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QUESTION? ©

it repair the wrong that

the Church right

been done?

jrself? Can
That th

are hundreds and thousands within the Reorganized
{hurch who are burdened daily %zmmg of the
“wrong,” is a fact that capnnot ‘w -nied.  Without
controversy, and without any s*m% of doubt they

know ziaf the wrong was u}zmmd d in 1923 when
they adopted the PROGRAM of Supreme Directional
Control. These hundreds and t%z{ma indds are feasti
on HOPE and anticipation that the ‘“)wp of Zion will
again find her course and reach the harbor safely. I
am positively sure that | should not hinder the good
work of a lost one finding their goal.

How can the ed Church undo s action
of 1925, by mot ind?  Well, possibly, Bug,
|

by doing 50 now, they would be compelled to acknowi-

Reorgam

edge that the PROTESTORS were night, and they
wrong  during ﬁsmz; six years. Rescinding  their
action of 1925 would be a world-wide public confes-
sion of their owo folly, and a repudiation of that type-

written document that gave approvaboof the 80D, O
program.

Suppose the councils of the church today, or 2 g
eral conference, should desire and dt*;mm& the re
nation of President Smith, he could with all calimpess,
assurance and consistence remind them; you granted
me Supreme Control, don’t vou like it?  Wherein is
the possibility of a remedy for the tangled situation.
Individuals may repent, and reform; but we know of
no history where a church ever reformed.

No Bible Church, no Book of Mormon Church, no
other church on earth, that once drifred into apostasy
has ever reformed. Reformed movements have broken
away and sought to improve conditions, but the main
imdv Irifted on in #s course. Everything gogs 1o
prove that the Reorganized Church has drifted from
her anchorage, is “weighed in the balance and found
wanting.” The call is: “Come out.of her, my peo:
ple.” It is the clarion calll The midnight cry is neat,
will we be found supporting a false system of church
government, a false religion, or will we have the faith
and courage to come out on the side of truth and

right?

Flint Replies to Hunt

Note~Children have been known to develop a
habit of chanting an interminable lingo, not knowing
o quit until someone came along and boxed
their ears. Some seern to carry this unfortunate trait
with them to their graves. For about two years let-
ters have been circulated that make a pe .rsonal attack
upon prsiiﬁf Flint. Brother Flint has thought it aot
worth partitcular public notice, but the desire to take
up the matter in } is behall is increasing, from differ-
is thought best to make a public

i “int do i, Any
Flint pcr*’;on’xi v,
be at a

nough ¢

ent sources, until 1t
reply to these letters and let Brother I
one who has conversed with Brother
heard him preach, or read his writings, witl
loss to know what grounds one can have for charging
him with worshiping at the shrine of any “sainted
hero”” Faults he may have, but nothing as bad as
that. 1t may merely reflect the attitude of mind of the
one making the charge. If so we need look no farther
for the cause of his attack. Such an attitude of mind
may lead to any diabolism. This “sainted hero” stuff
has been the cancerous growth that has gnawed at the
since ils inception, and resulted

CIRCULAR LETTER
August 1, 1930

vitals of Mormonism

Dear Saints and Friends:

Owing to recent unkind statements made by B. C.
Flint of Madison, Wisconsin, misrepresenting the
faith, doctrine, ete., of the Reorganized Church of
Tesns Christ of Latter Day Saints, we wish 1o give a
few extracts from a letter b‘, Mr. Flint as published
Zion's Ensign, May 31, 1923, Ind @pﬁmiumc, Missourt,
They are as follows:

Mr. Fline wrote: “T was born February 16th, 1880

. In the fall of 1895 . Elder . W. Peterson and
his wife held some meeimgs abour three miles from

ATTACKING

in the sloughing off of the whole evil mess of §t)},{§&“ﬁi

witery, polygamy, kingship | follies, “obey counsel)
“follow your file leader,” Adum-god worship, bleod

atoniement, secret endowinents, secret chamber worky
and other secret abominations, avenging angels, Danite
bands, and “Supreme Directional {mztwi* g
these would have been possible, but for the settug
up of some individual as a “sainted hero,” and follow-
ing whithersoever he led. As the silver dollar held too
closely 1o the eve may obscure the light of the celestial
orb of day, so a “sainted hero” may obscure the wholc
light of Christ and his glorious ms;wi To be loval
to Christ and his truth, &szd to give due honor 1o any
and all of the servants of the dmrah in their several
callings, does not require that there shall be a “sainted
hero” stuck before the gaze of any one.  An object
of that kind is necessary only when there is a move
ment on fool 10 (%ive:rz arrention and to rule the cons
sciences of the people. For those who have such an
obstacle between ihcm and Christ there is no hope e%-
cept to drop overboard the “sainted hero” stuff, angd
the whole resultant putrifying mass—Editor.)
FLINT
my home” in Wisconsin,
mon training rose to the surface. "1 was reaé% torase
a mob and drive them from the country ® o Peter
Muceus, who “had become my daily asseciate” went to
hear Elder Peterson at Adamsille and urged “me” w
go, and 17 finally “yielded.”

Referring to }mgph Smith the Palmyra Seer, b say
‘Like him. T lacked wisdom, like him 1 wanted to
koow.” He says he also believed the words of James
15 . YIt was already late. The family were pre-
paring for bed, so T quietly éi;}pﬁd out of the house
and went to the barn, It was pitch dark. T clirnbed

A1l of my early antiMor
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up in the hay and knelt down to . pray .. .and 1
prayed as I never prayed before. It seemed that Twas
talking to some presence there with me” L. o L be
sought this presence to know if T might not be bap-
tized by - Baptist sminister; or some other minister
who would baptize me. When 1 opened my eves 1
wast i the midst of the brightest light 1 ever saw:
not a yellow light like the sun, but a pure white light
cuch as comes from a mantle lamp. The very hay
atound tae svas almost transparent in this marvelous
light. I 'saw no ene; but in answer to my Inguiry,
4 voice as distinct as any earthly voice spoke and said,
“This, (referring to the gospel as preached by Elder
Peterson ) is the true gospel. If you shey it you will
bie blessed.” ‘That was all. The light vanished. 1 was
Jlome. T arose from my knees, went to theshouse and
went to bed. I.said nothing to anyone of*my experi-
ence” 1 did not hesitate long, about two days,
Fighink, when 1 went o Barneveld (W
told Brother Peterson [ wanted to be baptized. 1 was
baptized the following Sunday, on my sixteenth birth-
day, February 16ch, 18967 .. . During the following
summer Brother Muceus and a few others were bap-
tized . . In the spring of 1911 1 quit work in the
shops to accept a missionary appointment. 1 had
known for years that T would occupy there, but |
could not get the consent of my mind to try for an ap-
pointment.” . . . “When God told me twenly-seven
years ago in father’s old barn thar if 1 obeyed the gos
pel T would be blessed, it was the truth. 1 have never
had to go back on that testimony; yet 1 have been
willing to spend as much tume in those twenty-seven
years in trying to prove the work untrue, as | have
to prove it true, only to find it can not be done. “This
gospel is the eternal sruth of heaven, committed to
raan again in these latter days for his salvation and
is the only thing that will enable bim to make a proper
adjustment of his life so that he can become an intel-
Jigent citizen in the kingdom of God. It is the work
that Christ came to the world to establish, and to make
effective his atoning blood.”

We congratulate Mr. Flint, that after rwenty-seven
years of study and research, he was able to take the

FLINT
Madison, Wisconsin, Sept. 5, 1930.

Messrs. W. E. Shakespeare and C. ]. Hunt
Chetek and Fvansville, Wisconsin,

isconsin) and

Dear Brethren—
Through the kindness of Sister Adelia Brockman of
Sparta, Wisconsin, [ have come into POSSESSLOn of a
v over your signatures and dated

sort of cireular lette
August 1, 1930, 1 am just wondering if 1 am sup-
posed to feel flattered at this attention from you gentle-
men, at this late date. 1 have been actively engaged in
missionary work for the Chureh of Christ, in Wiscon-
sin, since 1976, yet this is the first attention, directly,
in the way of printed propaganda 1 have received from
any of you men, notwithstanding the very prominent
£act that wherever success has artended my efforts, dur-
ing. those years, some one of more of the representa-

Prophet Joseph Smith as his sainted herorof the Res
toration movement, instead of Granville Hedrick.

Did Mr. Flint forsake and turn from that wonderful
gospel light and glorionsly organized church, when be
lefr the Reorganization about the year 1926 and. later
(April, 1928) was ordained (?) an Apostle (7) in
another organization, at Independence, Missouri, by
H. E. Mofer, Otto Fetting,-.and Samuel Wood, all dis
senters from the Reorganized Church?

Did God know, in 1896, when B. C. Flint prayed
“in his father’s barn,” that the Church of Christ { e
ple Lot) in Independence, Missouri, was in existence
and that they baptized by immersion and  did he
(God) miss a golden opportunity by failing to direct
this young Mr. Fling, a prospective apostle (7} tojoin
those struggling admirers of Granville Hedrick in-
stead of the Reorganization?

The prophet Job once said, “Oh that my words were
now written.,” But it is quite probable that we may
yet hear Apostle { 7Y Flint say of his twenly-seven
years of expenence and strong affirmation: “Oh, that
my TESTIMONY HAD NEVER REEN WRIT-
TEN, for it stares me in the face, in public and in
private, and 1 must meet that knowledge given. me
from God from heaven, that T wrote the rruth when I
testified of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, organized with a First Presidency,
Apostles, Prophets, High Priests, Patriarchs, ete,, be-
fore God and the Holy angels, in the day of judgmernt,

We invite Mr. Flint and all others who have been
so unfortunate as to have left the Reorganized church
1o repent and return to the Reorganization and its
three standard books; to, “the old paths where is the
good way and walk therein, and ye shall find rest 10
your souls. —Jeremiah 0:16.

With good wishes to all, and malice fowards none,
we are. Y ours in the one true faith,

W. E. Shakespeare, Chetek, Wisconsin,
Pres. of N, Wisconsin Dist.
C. 1. Hunt,

Bishop of N. and 8. Wisconsin Dists,, 315 W, Lib-

erty Street, Fvansville, Wisconsin.

REPLIES

tives of the Reorganization have hurried into those
localities, and warned your membership, and then
hurried away again as fast as they could 1o aveid meet
ing the issue squarely like men, and now, in like cow-
ardly manner, this attack comes 1o me a month and
four days after it was written, and then by an indirect
route, though it strikes at me directly and Wy 2 very
personal way. Brave men indeed!

In the first place I may say frankly that T am grate-
ful to you men for giving further publicity to the wone
derful testimony that came to me, as a boy, in an-
swer to prayer down in father’s old barn, on a Febrie
ary night in 1896. That testimony stands today inall
of its details. It is the foundation for my faith in the
wonderful Restoration, and the basis of my minis-
rerial experience, and 1 expect it to rernuin with me
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through life. It has also been the source of spiritual
light, enabling me to discern the true and the talse,
and when the time came, to throw of the shackles o
priestcrafe that “sull binds you inen, who were niy
tormer associates in ministerial work.  Your very line
of reasoning in this circular letter shows the depths
of your bondage to institutionalism and human lead:
ership in priestcraft; and the darkness of mind that
priestcrafe ever employs: in enslaving its victims.

Will you please show, whete, in niy article in the
Ensign, it is stated, or even hinted by this voiee that
spoke to me, in the barn, that I should unite with the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Lateer Day
Saints, organized ‘with g First Presidency, Apostles,
Prophets, High Priests; etc), etc.? Until you can do
this, your garbling of my spiritual testimony can never
be anything but a silly quibble, designed to deceive
whoever is innocent enough to listen to you. My ex-
perience at that time was so wonderful that | carry. a
copy of the Ensign containing that account of it con-
stantly in my briefease, and refer to it continually in
my preaching. Only once in the entire artidle do [
even refer to the Reorganized Church, and that s
where I state that 1 was the first one in Towa County
to place my membership there. Membership in church
organizations I8 NOT fundamental in that testimony.
Iwas told that THE GOSPEL was true, and it is.
Furthermore Elder J. W, Peterson, in spite of his fac-
tional afhliation, in such organization, at the time,
had authority from God to baptize individuals into
Christ. 1 WAS NOT BAPTIZED INTO THE RE-
ORGANIZATION? Were vou? Why, if it takes
baptism into the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints, to establish citizenship in. the
Kingdom of God, then all who accepted -the gospei
prior to the years 1852 to 1860, are barred, and that
1ncludes the Prophet Joseph Smith and all of his as-
sociates, as well as the late Joseph Smith. If, I say,
according to your reasoning in the interpretation of my
spiritual experience, membership in the Reorganized
Church with its motley array of presidents, councils,
organizations; etc., is the only accepted avenue to God,
then all who did not enjoy the privilege of member.

ship in it are lost. And the moment you make ex- .

ception for the others you do the same thing for me,
and then you have destroyed your entire quibble. The
best that can be said for the Reorganization, is that
it was just a faction of the Great Restoration move-
ment, that is all. Now, will you brethren please tell
me, and all of the zood saints in Wisconsin, WHAT
CHURCH was Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, David
Whiimfsr, and - others baptized inte in June, 18267
Were they baptized into any church organization? * If
not would they have been saved if the church or
ganization had never been affected? - History informs
us, and all early chuich literature confirms the states
ment that the church that was formally organized
April 6,1830, was the “Church of Christ” af&d ti%iés
agrees with the procedure following the work of C;hrfst:
amang the Nephites. - After the preaching of the ésg«
ciples whom Christ had chosen, there was a general

fecognition by the Lord of the work done. and then
Nepni teils us in the thirteenth verse of the Bwelttlt
chapter of third Nephi: “And they who were bap-
tized in the name of Jesus were vatied the Church of
Christ.” This then is what happened 1o those aleo
who were baptized in the name of Jesus in 187y,
NOW GET THIS: Priesthood authority 1o represent
Gad -and -baptize - individuals * fnto Chrise, IS Nor
contingent upon church organization, neither is mem.
bership in the kingdom of God, Both MUST exist
before there can be any church orgamization acceptable
to God. “Both did exist in 1829, and the wonderful
Reorganization was not even thought of ver, notwith
standing its-wonderful ‘assumption of power and au-
thority now. Again after some clear, logical explana-
tion relative to the name of the church, Christ says in
the latter part of the twentieth verse of the same chap.
ter: “thenis 1t my church, if so be it is built upon my
gospel.”  The  gospel - comes  first ALWAYS, not
church: prganization. . Further proof is found in Doc
trine and Covenants 3:16, 17: “Behold this is my doc-
trine:: Whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the
same IS MY CHURCH: whosoever declareth more or
less than this, the same is NOT OF ME, but is
AGAINST -ME; therefore, HE IS NOT OF MY
CHURCH. " And now behold, whosoever is of my
church and endureth of my church to the end, him
will T establish upon my Rock, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against him.” (Given July, 1828
two. years before the church was organized) The
work of John the Baptist as a forerunner of Christ in
baptizing prior to Christ’s formal organizing of the
church is another evidence of the soundsess of this
position.. If this position is not true, then you ien of
the Reorganization are in sorry straivs andeed, because
accarding to your own philosophy, you lost your or-
gamization in 1844, and Brigham Young teck it to
Utah in 1846.7. Otherwise, why reorganize? - Again,
out of the recognized membership and  priesthoo
existing in 1829, God - proceeded to otganize Hig
church according to the scriptural patternwith FIRST
apostles, and three were ordained in 1829, in June.
In the revelation calling these men, two of them were
commanded to choose out others: ‘even unto the
Twelve,” 1o fill the quorum g seriptural manner,
That was God’s order and the subsequent factional-
ism of so-called Mormonism is sufficient prool that
God was not pleased with their failure to comply with
His commands touching the matter of organization.
Now a few questions for you men to answer; “W hy
was the name of the church changed May 4, 1834, 1o
“The Church of the Latter Day Saints’? "W hy was it
changed again in February, 1838, to the Church of
Jesus Christ ‘of Latter Day Saints?’ When was the
office of a First Presidency first given official recogni-
tion by the church? ~And, what was the historical
background leading up to that event?’” Oh, I could
go on indefinitely and ask you men question after
question, on our church history, because 1 was raised
aine ‘miles from  Blanchardville, Wisconsin, where
(Continued on page 12)
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EDITORIAL
“Wiser Than the Children of Light”

LITTLE STUDIES IN LIVING TOGETHER,
NO. 2
By the Editor
F or the children of this world are in their gen-
eration wiser than the children of light.”—Jesus.

No one would beinclined to question the truthful
ness of the statement as applied to that day and age
and generation, bur would we be quite as generous in
ity applicatioin to purselves here and now? - A serutiny

KA Srars

of the history of the Restoration movement from its

beginning should convinee the most-skeptical that the
“children of light” have boeme indubitable testimony
to the truthfulness of the charge, especially as it ap-
plies to the economic situation. . For with much of the
divine mind: revealed in the Hebrew and Nephite
scriptures and in latter-day (revelation, the  progress
in putting nto effect that-which is thus revealed is
practically nil, while some sutside of the Restoration
movement have made commendable efforts: to put in
practice principles of social equality that border closely
upon the divine.

We, if willing to accept it as such, have from time
to time been chided of the Lord, for our laxity, One
of the more recent admonitions was, given April 11,
1916, through Joseph:Luff; as follows:

I have counselled equality among my people and
my words have been wpon their banners, but wherein
have they been howored? s it meet in my sight that
one shall be the equal of many when his hand shall
enter the treasury of my house? Shall it 'be said of
une, “he shall judge of his own needs and his exactions
be reparded” and to another: “others shall judge for
thee and thou shalt be content with a tithe of what has
been piven to thy brother, notwithstanding thee and
thine have us great need?”’ Have not my people con-
sé‘?ztf*d to such things while wirh their lips they have
suid: Cwe are one mzd the Lord 1s our counsellor?”
Surely I have counselled a heedless people, for my
words are soon forgotten.”

“Equality” has been the economic battle cry of the

“children of light” for a hundred vears? But what
have they done about it, eicept to herald the cry? Had
heed been paid to the counsel given from rime to time,

the present grave crisis would have found the people

of God occupying places of safety, holy places: as a
city, indeed, set upon a hill, which could ot be hid,
and which need not have been ashamed.

As welook about us and see the unequal conditions,
with the gress income. from farms five billion dollirs
less in 1931 than it was i 1929, and with an increase
in the harvest of gold in dividends and interest, of
more than sevén hundred million dollars, for the first
nine months of 1931, ever the first nine months of
1929, it is not to be wondefed. that the agricultunst
pocketbood is empty. - For dividends, and mrerest, and
taxes, and ‘profits, and’ improvements, of whatever
narne or nature, must in the last anaiysm revert to the
producer of mew wealth, who carfies the whole eco-
nomic load:

If any one can adduce a single sane, logical, just
reason why the man who performs an honest day's
work in the field, the shop, the factory, or-in any pro-
ductive line, should not be entitied to-be as com-
fortably fed, housed, and clothed as the man who per
forms an honest day’s work in any merely adminis-
trative or distributive linie, will they please come for-
ward?

If we have been able in any measure to understand
God- by the Spirit, as we have studied his revealments,
then we know that upen us is placed the obligation
to put in operation an ecopomic program that will
guarantee to every member of the body an equal share
of earth’s bounties. To' longer refuse, to longer ig-
nore and procrastinate, in the face of ‘conditions con:
fronting' us, is to put curselves without the pale of
Christianity.

Listen to the voice of admonitiom, given Aprnl 3,
1925:

Ye have prayed that my kingdom may come and my
will be done among you as it is.donein heaven, and
i this ve do well; but who shall be your insiructor z'fz
these things?.  Who hath ie!wwfeﬁa’m of “things @
they -are done in heaven, or who, 15«33&' than yow
henvenly Father, can perform on earth what ke huth
accomplished in heaven? If his lgw and ordinances
are sufficient in heaven, shall they prove ;'nmﬁicfmz
if honored on earth?—From. rommunication through
Joseph Luff.

Saints, what are we going to do about 1t - Continue
to pray, as the hypocrites do, who “think they shall
be heard for their much speaking,” or their “vain repe-
ttions”? Or shall we work as we pray, and as we
pray, “Thy will be dme}” begin to.put into operation
that will as it is made known unto us’

Equality is the watchword. - Equal in living, in that
each gives his all, including himself; equal in receivisy
in t%lat each receives according to his needs and just
wants; equal in possession, 1o thar each shall possess
an inheritance according to his needs, and & steward-
ship ‘according to his ability? - Whether laboring in
the productive line in the creation of new wealth, or
inthe actual necessary activiries of the distributive
line, or inthe “various callings  or: professions, as
teacher; doctor, minister, etc., each shall be fed, clothed
and housed on a basis ob equality.
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There recently came to my desk: some literature
describing the activities of a colony in one of the
southern states which guarantees to its. members and
equal share of the product of its toil. Some of the
things accomplished, are as follows:

Lhere is no rent, no profit and no interest within the
colony. . . . Goods are distributed at cost, of course,
as there would be no object in adding a profir. No
wages ave pard. The Colony 15 conducted as a family
usually is, all working together, all sharing alike the
frust of the labor of all. Al are required to work;
there are no drones or idlers, none living from “in-
vestments.” 1t is u fundamental of the Colony plan
that all must perform some useful services if they are
t0.live in the Colony. There are no exceptions to this
vule. ... . The colony methods have been built up
after many experiments and after making many mis-
tokes, 1t has paid dearly for its education and has
yet to learn much of the technique of cooperation, Yer
1215 without o jail or a peace officer. 1t has neither
crime nor crimingls,

In this connection remember the Lord’s instruction
to us:

1t is not given that one man should possess thut
which is above another, wherefore the world lieth in
5172,

Then take a glance at the world of unequal pos-
session, with its crowded jails, and its constantdy in-
creasing crime wave. Contrast this with the equality
of possession and of living that removes crime and
criminals, peace officers and jails. Is it asking too
much to give up the one that we may acquire the
other? Or shall we continue to cling to the old
wreckage until with us, as of old, it is written,
“THOU ART WEIGHED IN THE BALANCES
AND FOUND WANTING.

To quote further:

It has no idlers, no profiteering from vice or hu-
man weaknesses. 1t is a sober, industrious, thriving
community 1n which all work, and where all are on
economic equality. . . . It has a school system which
5 unique gnd highly successful, in whick students are
taught useful labor, as well as the things which are
learned in school. . . . offers an education for every
member of the family, from the kindergarten through
the grades, high school and college.

Think of an educational system where any member
of the family, without a dollar, could take on all the
education he could assimilate, Contrast it with some
others you know?

This Colony has been in operation seventeen years,
and has 15,000 acres of land, including 1,200 acres of
hardwood and pine timber. It has its own places of
amusement, printing presses, saw-, shingle-, and
planing-mills with cabinet shop, garage, wagon, re-
pair shop, machine and blacksmith shop, construction
department, brick-making plant, painting, designing,
decorating, etc., steam power plant, and electric plant,
telephone system, steam laundry, general farming,
dairy, etc., rice plantation, lumbering industry, shoe

crate making; stare, hospital;
and mstitutions.

In such a community, there is no overproduction
nor under-consumption, no unemployment, no hungry
human beings, and no profiteering middlemen. Such
a plan requires that each group shall have a store-
house or central distributing or. exchange building.

and other enterprises

Contact with and exchange of products between the

group storehouses may be maintained by the most
economical method, and at cost. To quote further:

I firmly believe that if the money that is expended
i this country for charity was placed behind this sys-
tem that we could put every unemployed person in the
Usited States into a comfortable home and 10 pro-
ducing necessities and make him self-supporting be-
fore another winter has arrived.

Saints, what are we going 1o do about it? Shall we
ler another vear go by without some definite action
toward putting into effect God’s law?  The crisis con-
fronts us; the opportunity is before us. Shall we con-
tinue to let ungodly tradition, silly customs and prac-
tices, foolish and sentimental individualistic ideals
stand in the way of our accomplishment?

I'can not believe that God ever intended that your
ability or my ability to provide the necessities of life
for ourselves and our dependents should be measured
by the amount of gold or silver, precious stones or
waumpum in our possession. “This is a criminal in-
vention of man. Anyhow, as 2 medium of exchange,
these things are now out of our reach. They are
“heaped together for the last days,” where the moth
and rust of their stagnation may eat them, the while
it cankers the souls and eats the flesh of those who
have heaped them together. (See James, chapter 5.)
And as these things formerly used as a medium of
exchange are now out of our grasp, we must devise
ways of exchange without them. And if a medium of
exchange is needed within and between the groups,
it will be found closely connected with the statement:
“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou
return unto the ground.”

“Awake, Saints, awake!
No time now for reposing.”

Shall the children of this world in their generation
continue to be wiser than “the children of light”?

A Vision

(The following vision was given to G. W. Munsell,
August 4, 1921, while in sacrament service, and is re-
corded in the first edition of “Revelations in Our
Times,” compiled by Elder Alvin Knisley, of the Re-
organization. A number have requested it and we
copy it for the Advocate where all can read it

Add the twenty-two strokes of the bell to the date
when the vision was given, and the year will be 1934
The wwenty-third stroke, or echo, would be the year
1935, We are indebted to another for calling our at-
tention to this. L. P. 8)) :

“During the social part of the service at Lincoln,

gverall and shirr factories, bakery and candy-making,

Nebraska, {(August 4, 1921), I received the following.
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manifestation, which I now undertake to redice 10
writing as nearly as possible from memory. I miake
this record for the reason that n nany have asked me o
do so.

“The voice of the Spirit was: "Arise and speak unte
my people, telling them of those things which thou
shalt see and hear. Then I saw as it wese with other
eyes, and heard with oﬂm ears.  The vision did not
come all ar once. | only one phase, or
picture, at a time, and as fast as I explained the vision
to the Saints, new scenes were opened to my view,

“1 saw alarge collection of bw&,{ gs like a city, and
the boaud@ims of the city seemed to b constantly ex-
tending farther and farther. The cit ty seemed 10 €%
tend until it appeared to cover the eatire land. Then
I began to see people. There were vast crowds on
the street, and I noticed some were very poor and had
the appearance of hatred. on their faces. They were
angry and threatening, and in some places appeared to
be gathering in mobs, and 1 saw hg (sbguﬁ of their
hatred: - There were many who by their appearance
seemed to be rich.  They were paying no attention to
the threats of the people, were &uwmﬂ{ boastiul, se-
cure in the power of their riche“:& They were all pleas-
ure bent, entirely given over to the seeking of pleas-
wre; men and women alike seemed hilarious, riding
past: the crowds in automobiles, and some
strange looking vehicles, appearing like automobiles,
but larger and carrying numbers of people, all run-
ning hither and thither past the crowds ol an angry
populace at great speed and thoughtlessly dbfig&}éi“&g
the menacing sig crowds, Some of th
Were Wery wic licentious in actions, boldly ex-
posing their wic and many bold women in fine
3;?;:&(& were among them ,and all over the imn
city those conditions seemed to prevail.

“Then the visioin changed and I saw a strange look-
ing country, such as 1 had never seen before, and at
first T did not recognize the country and mountains,
ete. - Then the buildings began to gjgpmr and a aty
was placed in this strange country, and then the peo-
ple began to appear, and I noticed they were like unto
such as we know of, the Jews of this country, but as i
looked they seemeéd to grow exceedingly beautiful.
They &ppmad without spot or bl lemish, and were a
very éﬁizgjhtwm{, people, ami then 1 noticed there were

no divisions amongst them, no ufn and poor, no great
and small, bur all se Lightfully, harmoniou
singing and praising  and hﬂi\!ﬁf tf;g;ﬁi%;. . They
scemed to be nmm*e:maxgj $0 n*m}z ‘uﬁwz: roward one
another and were all facing one gene mi direction,
seemingly moving toward a wmml point.  Then 1
could hear them sin gm(r something sli&ﬁ a chant and
very beautiful, but I could not catch the w rords. Then
1isaw the bmiémw towards which they were moving
4 large, beautiful “bui ilding appearing to be of whi
stone and most elaborately decorated with gold and
silver and precious stones of various colors.

“But just as the entire multitude seemed to break
forthin some grand of ‘praise to our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, praising and singing of the king-

aw,ﬁ of {ma and the redemption of Tsrael, the vision
saw another city, suchids our American
was full of people, and. fropt all di-

/ mopée‘: coming toward this
ple seeme = to be ;)omgs

center &g‘zd were met by those coming ’fmm the center,
and those who were coming into gh@ city from without
were met by those who were leaving the city, and they
were trying to disco all from going in. But
those who were wzge{mw pressed on into the city.
And then 1 noticed those who were going out, some
=d, some disappointed,
envy and malice on their counte-
, ar Id see others farther into the city
who were mizlmg out, some weeping, some cursing;
all who e coming out toward the outside were in
great d And the z% 1 saw a litde band, only a
few, who scemed like those at Jerusalem, to be a
dd;vr*zwm«“ and a joyous wﬁnpam' singing and prais«
mg, and I only saw onc or two who were “able to join
the company out of the entire surrounding multitude.
Many tried, but. could not endure and turned back;
ain and agmn wmi at Lm tim

others would try ag
ma, would give
and would join Wzih those wbe were ieavmg the Cilﬁ}"
It seemed all had the right to try to enter and all
seemed to believe in 1 e . 3
and malice barred those who were disappointed in
their hearts’ de Then near the few who were de-
i'*h{mmc n >, appeared a large building,
usalem, but not just like i,
gh, u’z ile wiumm on ti}e

ares mak;;}g up {h»sr
's:%: ‘Count the strokes
a bell commence to toll
I counted out loud until
een uﬁ,*?“u} Then 1 thought 1
s faded away like an echo
and I ¢ one, and again a voice
spoke, and ¢ the vision vanished and
the voice said: "Who ha h ears to hear, let him hear,
and count the strokes of the bell)”

o
i

of the

heard anothe

Correction

tion has been called to a grievous mistake
Advocate. On page 169, under the

Notes” in the article sent in. by
Wood announcing to the saints the
s ﬂi”:iiii?éi{u’?f} ol Brother E. J. Trapp.
i’n m:g?;mg up this page the printer léft out one en-
aph, which miixr destroys the meaning of
aph that follows, beginning with the third
re ;3 as f{);s WS
his work in the ca-
ed faith and testimony

wation of Brother Trapp,
at g‘%zmr church room in Gloucester,
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s s o i

Brother. John Harris was ordained to the office of

Bishop. This ordination was also accompanied by the

Spitit and pewer of God.  Brother Samuel Beachman

was the spokesman in’ this ordination. ;
We are very sorry this mistake ocurred, and hope

all our readers will please note this correction,

A MO8

Flint Replies to Hunt
(Continued: from page 8)

the Reorganization was cradled, and I have access to
information that will forever put the Reorganization
out of the running; as an organization, of ever hav-
ing been anything but a FACTION of the great res-
toration. - As an organization, it can not even find
root in the movement, or the church, that had its he-
ginning-in 1829. The best that can again be said for
it is that it was brought into being by good men, who,
as individuals, held valid ‘priesthood, that was recog-
nized of God. The Church of Christ, Temple Lot,
has always believed that, hence our transfering there
in 1926 was, in no sense, the uniting with another
church. Do you accept the position of the Reorgan-
ized Church; relative to the Articles of Working Har-
mony? - Well then, T want my testimony as it ap-
peared in the Enggn to stand. It is true and correct
in all of its parts. When I look back over the span
of years to that dark February night, in that old barn,
my heart stll thrills with rapture at the goodness of
God.  Iiwas told that the gospel was true. 1 knew
thes that it had been restored back to earth and thar
I might partake of its blessings, and when eternity
rolls on and on; that testimony will endure after or-
ganizations and philosophies of men have perished
and been forgotten. It s because I realize all of this
that I placed the emphasis where I did in that quota-
tion I gave you from the Doctrine and Covenants,
section. 3. But here comes a question; What does that
quotation: do to. you men who. are following human
leadership? - The eighth verse of the eighty-third sec-
tion " says, Your minds in time past have been dark-
ened because of unbelief, and because you have treated
lightly the things you have received, which vanity and
unbelief hath brought the whole church under con-
demnation. And this condemnation resteth upon the
children of Zion even all; and they shall remain under
this condempation untl they repent and remember
the new covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the
former commandments which T have given them, not
only to say but to de according to that which T have
written,” “ete, This shows God's displeasure with
their human innovations as early as 1832,

You ask: “"Did Mr, Flint forsake and turn from
that wonderful gospel -and - gloriously organized
church, when he lefr the Reorganization about the
year 1926; etc.?” - 1 answered NO, A THOUSAND
TIMES NO!. It was becanse T would not go back on
that wonderful experience and my knowledge of its
source, that I could not longer conscientiously rep-
resent-that gigantic mass.of error;-and Ruman antoc-

raty, and so must seck a purer form of the restoration
with which o afhlinie:  Asto the merits of the above
proposition in any of its phases, I shall be glad to have
a public canvas with any of you men at any time or
place.

You prove all I have said, by your litde fling about
being giad that I st take Joseph Smith 48 oy sainfed
#ierg apstead of Granville Medrick, “This 154 striiing
ilustration ot the extent of your reasoning faculties;
or your grasp ot .the real meaning of the great Res
toration. - Where was there anytbing salg abeut 2
sainted hero, in either or any case? b haven't ANY
sainted leaders or heros, - Had YOU any conception
of the meaning of the Restoration; you would recop
nize that it was divine; and you would cease to tai
in terms of HUMAN leadership so incessantly, James
L:5 says: "It any of you lack wisdom let him ask of
God, who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth
not.” Anything said there, ‘that if in doubt we shall
ask of Joseph Smith, or Granville Hedrick, or any
other human being? = No sir, that text places all men
on-an equal basis when it comes o receiving knowl
edge from God.: Rob the Restoration idea of that
principle and you have no Restoration. Al you will
have 1s an institution, and a very human one at that.
Perhaps I should not expett too much logical réason.
g from you men, judging from this present pro-
duction;, but it would seem that any one should be
able to see that this very experience I' had, was hardly
calculated -to. prepare me to become just 4 Teog’in
some organic institution of men;, even though that or
ganization be some faction of the Restoration with a
valid priesthood. Why, no, with such a background
the moment that organization becamie a “religious
shell” that cramped and hampered the free flow of
that Restoration spirit to ALL svinkind, T would be
bound to recognize that it ceased to be the Church of
Chirist, in any sense. It becomes an institution, purely
human; that is all, because it can now e perpetuated
entirely by human leadership. * Methinks you are in
need of a Lamanite Samuel to ascend your walled
sense of security and reveal to you how really human
you are.

The climax of infantile blundering is found in your
quotation from Job: “Obh, that my words were now
written,” etc., which you transpose to fit your con-
ception of my present state of mind, and Dany made 1o
regret having borne testimony as recorded in the En.
sign. Here is how you have it fixed for me: “Oh, that
my TESTIMONY HAD NEVER BEEN' WRIT.
TEN, for it stares me in the face, in public and. in
private, and I must meet that knowledge given me of
Geod from Heaven, that | wrote the truth when T o
fied of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Lat
ter Day Saints, organized with a First Presidency,
Apostles, Prophets, High Priests, Patriarchs, ete., be-
fore the Lord and the Holy angels in the day of Juds-
ment.” Yes there it is, just as you have it fixed, LET
IT STARE YOU IN THE FACE, and meet you at
the judgment bar of ‘God. Shame on such work, in
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men professing to be ministers for Christ, In the first
;:afac& 1 bave never for onc moment thought of deny-

ng my te sstimeny as written: but, where, in the latter
part of what vou have fixed vp for me, you make that
testimony endorse the organization known as the Re-
organized. Church. of Jesus  Christ of Latter Day
Saints, you are guilty of a downright attemipt to de-
ceive, that is apparent. to mymxc who has read or

heard v testimony,  Evidently the hcsmx:d}mg of

my fair name, among the saints, MUST be very neces-
sary to your success in meeting my work ‘among them,
that you must résort to-such tactics.  That 1s-the only
kind of argument I have received from you men
since 1 transferred to the Church of Christ. How
have the mighty fallen, when the only way the great
Rmfgam;ﬁ&&m} can be defended is by pumzz‘h attack.

However while we are on the subject of regrets for
things said or penned, Tl give you a couple of genu-
inle ‘guotations, not supposed ones, that 1 am quite
sure, not only you but the men who penned them,
i;;ﬂﬁ heartily wished; miany times, had never been
penned, or even dwm:;sa because they forever knock
your entire quibble, and prove that the leaders of the

TReorgsmzamfm agree with us, or did in 1918, as to

who, and what constitutes the Church of Christ, under
the restoration of the gospel. - These quotations will
stare the Reorpanizdtion in the face both in private
and in public until the judgment sits. T11 give just
brief exteacts for the sake of breviry.  Flbert A. Smith
said at the close of the 1918 General Conference, in an
editorial in the Sainrs’ Herald for April, 1918: “This
means that all vexed questions of doctrine, baptism,
and priesthood were carefu Hy considered by the best
intelligence that the church could assemble at a Gen-
eral Conference, both among the priesthood -and the
delegates.  Though arguments might be' advanced
upon both sides of the question, as is usnally the case,
this - sssembly . conceded  that. onr  CHURCH of
CHRIST brethren had established their claims so far
as they .may be involved in tracing baptism and
p?zﬂ;i’ﬁm}d back to valid original sources. ~As an or-
gmzz&imn they have held the fundamental doctrines
of the church and have been guilty of no moral
lapse,  In fact, in the face of adroit efforts to bribe
and seduce from their tust, they have kept them-
selves clear from evil forces and  designing men.
Henee no charge of apostasy from the eriginal faith
could be ms}pwiéui were there any among us in-
chiried at this time to make such a charge.” - President
Elbert Smith prﬁiw‘m this wenderful endorsement of
the membership and priesthood of the Church of
Christ with this szirm‘%umi statement: “One of the
most linportant acts of, the recent General Conference
was the adopticin: of the Articles of Agreement with
the Church of Christ people of Independence; Mo.”

Added o this we have ¥ M. Smith's and Walter W,
Smith's contemporary  endorsement. as  found in
Smints’ Herald for April 17, 1918: “Subsequentlyithe
;xmﬂd} as been ;:azcm}rd over by elders-whe received
; sdination, from thése. other

s v s

TS AT
elders and their successors; and have abwavs main
tained an honorable name and place among men, and
have. held their “priesthood in rightéousness before
God.” Yes, sir, the above can not be gainsaid, and
supports. our contention that the Church of Christ on
the Temple Lot is the legitimate root of all Mormon-
win, P NEVER WAS A FACTION, because i
never “went through any process of reorganization,
but came down fkmuefi the line from 1829, i the
persons who, through the years, refused to accept hu-
man mnovations. ?hﬁ} did ot have to always main-
tain a separate organization to do that This explains
where they were from 1830 to 1844, The positioin of
the Church of Christ is that all persons baptized by
authority, recognized of God, ARE the Church ol
Christ, no. matter which-one of the factions of the
great Restoration they may be affiliated with, provided
that it can be shown that such authority has not been
vitiated by apostasy, which consists in the sctting
aside of some of the organic principles of the gospel
of Christ. In the matter of foibles of 2 human char
acter, in organization, God has shown Himself w0 be
long suffering, and does not cast His people off unul
the organization crowds out the functioning of the
Holy Spirit.  In our position that the Church of
Christ is the faithful membership everywhere, we are
supported by no less an authonty than the late Jos
e;;;h Smith where he says, "I any number, few or
miany, choose to retain the faith and practices. at first
obtaining and under which they bccama members of
such body, those persons thus remaining true o the
original faith, are, and of righf oug ght ro be held to
be the original body or chureh—Sainss’ Herald,
April 8, 1896, (Note the date this was said was not
quite two months after T was baptized—B. €. B
Again: “I in the history of any such church *mytfmw;
out of harmony with, or antagonistic to that consti-
tution is introduced, or a change is sought to be made
in the creed and the g(}vammcm, which 'is ﬂpp{;sui
and resisted, or denied by any of the miembers of the
church, such portion of the membership as remain in
adherence to the faith as it was before the' change
was attempted, or made, is the church. Nor does it
make any difference in law how few the adhering
portion may be, or how numerous the changing mem-
bership, the church is that part ‘of the members re
maining true to the original tenets " —Saimis” Herild,
December 16, 1903,

I am of the opinion that it would be much 1nore

profitable for the saints, if vou men. would . meet
these dssues in & manly way, wherein the ‘question of
who can best qualify according to the above mile of
the late Joseph "wmz{% than for you to continue in this
childish campaign of slander and personal abuse. |
am very free to confess that Iam human and have,
no doubt, erred in judgment many tunes, yet the por-
tion of the Spirit thit God has so gracioudy veuch
safed to me; as a result of 'my obedience to the gospel
restored, is so wonderful to me that T can niot have it
ineouy hears e feel hardress toward any, and wmy
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prayer isithat God may bless you brethren and enable faithful in preaching
vou to. see the olly of vour position, and the course With kind personal regard

you are persuing.  As for me, I must remain firm in sineérely yours,
the testimony I have receive {i,; hence, I must continue Signed, B. €. Flint,

Book of Mormon Lessons

cns presented before the class on the
Lot by Lounise Sheldon

10.
A RIGHTE (}1’8

vent, are the covenant people of the Lord; and as
2y of the Jews as will not repent, shall be cast:off*

Lesson Text 2 B q{@' 7.
, Lesson Ow%m, The Lesson
)
wn > / Contin
nise Concerning Lehi’s De Branch. Continuing the tread of

. To Become a R:fmwm ¥
demwm{* People

2. Choice uand Promised 1o

Gentiles Mumbered ;

Gentiles to Nurture r,i”’iif;ttzzu

No Gentile Kings up

Christ’s Warning to the

wecy, let us turn to the 7th chapter of 2 Nephi.
pter Jacob has more to say about the Jews,
but he deals more pammi«uw with the snb;cct of a

hoin the choice land. There were
history when they were, indeed, a
on there were no rich and. no
acob speaks of a righteous branch
r.

&

poor g;gmmg ?h
1o be in the Jast days, hov

After prophesying concern

; . Tie has told us . sreceding chin:
and the scattering and restes - 3‘&) ii;" ?"l"i m e j‘f"’ Oi 1;“7‘}31{‘-&‘;:‘%”%:‘ d‘&‘%«g
quotes Isaiah 50, 5 ter {2 Nephi 6) that th Lord promised that the seed

of Lehi should not “vtrt‘f be destroyed, and that
erations’ i.%xm’ should “become a vighte
are also told that ﬁ)ey will be-

ie "gfsé::{)f%zf people” (2 Nephi

every verse verbatim, and sc
Where rhere are shight alt
changed, and the text agrees e
spired Translation than the King

We

In 2 Nephi 6:1, Jacob telis
prophecies from Isaiaho—""That
cerning the covenants of the L
nanted with all the house of Is
the next v that God has spoke
ning down until the time when ¢
restored to the true church and fold
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A Remnant Will Be Saved.
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the New Jerusalem, and rejoice upon the land when
Christ comes.  Se¢ 3 Nephi 10:1-4.

The Choice Land to Be a Land of Liberty. It is
not stated that there never would be any kings upon
this land, but that there should be no Gensile kings.
{Sec verse 18.) History, we know, has so far proven
this promise -true.

Choice Land Dedicated to Those Who Will Serve
the Lord. (Verse 32.) Lehi said it would be a land
of liberty to those who would serve God. (2 Nephi
1:12.) Jesus told the Nephites the same thing. (3
Nephi 1:35.) I pations through unbelief, selfishness
and disobedience bring i}i}ndags, economic, political
or otherwise upon themselves, they will not be per-
mitted to continue to desecrate the land indefinitely.
Alma says: “For behold, there is a curse upon all this
land, that destruction shall come upon all those work-
ers of darkness, according to the power of God, when
they are fully ripe.” Alma 17:60. The Nephite na-
tion was destroyed because of the unbelief and con-

sequent  disobedience into which they degenerates

{see 2 Nepht 1:22- 24) and so were the Jaredites, who
preceded them upon the land,

The Warning of Christ. Jesus warned the Gentiles
on this fand of the consequences of unbelief and diso-
bedience. If they would repent they should be num-
bered with the house of Isracl, he said, but if they
would not repent he would suffer the descendants of
Lehi to “go through among them,” and “tread them
down.”. ‘See 3 Nephi 7:38, 40; 9:31-55; 9:99-101.

When we consider it has been foretold that the
Gentiles as'a nation will not turn unto God—"Woe
be unto the Gentiles, saith the Lord God of hosts;
for notwithstanding I shall lengthen out mine arm
unto them from day to day, they will deny me” (2
Nephi 12:40); when we consider this prophecy, we
say, we can see how necessary it is that we, who pro-
fess to be children of the light, shall prepare ourselves
that ‘we may be worthy to be protected from the tribu-
lation that s coming upon this land.

Gentile Tnstrumentality. Verses 14, 15, 28 of our
lesson show that the Gentiles will assist the Lord’s
people to gather, and they will also father the descend-
ants of Lehi on this land. While the Gentiles scat-
tered the Lamanites from their homes, our govern-
ment is educating the Lamanite today and exercising
a watchcare over him, although the governments’
agents are not all faithful to their trust as they should
be., but it is the same way in other departments. Eng-
land is guarding Palestine and protecting Jewish rw‘m
to gather and live in that land, while Gentiles con-
tribute to the funds that are raised from time o time
to take the Jews back to their promised land.

Nephi speaks of the Gentiles nurturing Israel in a
spiritual sense, also, because the Gentile church will
take the gospel of Christ to the Lamanites and the
Jews. . See 1 Nephi 7:18:20. The Varicus churches
have preached Christ to these people, and there are
missiondry organizations who are active, now, in dis-
tributing the New Testament, in the Hebrew lang-

uage, among the Jews. It will be our task to take the
fullness of the gospel to the Lamanites and the Jews,
and when we do, the promise made to ancient Jos-
eph, Lehi, Nephi and Jacob, will be fulfilled. 4
righteous branch on this land will be the resulr, as
our lesson teaches.
Questions

Why do Book of Mormon writers quote so much
from Iﬂ.m h?

Will all Israel be saved?

Will the Jews be saved on any different terms than
the Gentiles? :

What 1s promised concerning Lehi’s descendants-in
the last days?

To whom is the choice land promised?

Who will constitute spiritual fsrael?

Whart is said about kings on this land?

Upon what condition would the freedom of this
Mud depend?

What warning did Christ give the Gentiles?

How will the Gentiles assist in bringing to pass
God’s promises to Israel?

What work lies before the Gentile church?

When will a righteous branch of Lehi's descendants
be established on tfh;s land?

Correction

In the Book of Mormon Lesson No. 9, in the Ad-
vocate for December, on page 183, second column, at
the top of the page, the last part of the pamgragﬁz
reads as follows: “and that the gathering of the be-
lieving Jews, for most part, will precede their con-
version and not follow,” etc.

It should read, “and that the Ym?\cmw of the be-
lieving }cws, for most part, wil f{}!lm;f their con-
version,” etc,

The Choice Seer

In the Book of Mormon Lessons in the November
15 assue the author sets forth the evidence as she
finds it in favor of Joseph Smith as the Choice Seer
spoken of in the Book of Mormon. Some have writ-
ten into the office complaining that we have allowed
this to appear in our columns. One has stated the
‘CHURCH HAS ALREADY SPOKEN on this sub
ject.” but they fail to tell when or where.

Now as far as we can learn this is now and has
always been more or less an open question with the
members of the Church of Christ and the Church
has never taken any definite action that we can find,
and we are hoping she never does. We find many

people agree with Sister Sheldon, while perhaps just
as many <§mwrw with her on this point. The lessons
she is { \,1r111shxng for the Advocate are her own. They
have not been censored by the Board of Publication,
so must stand on their own merit. If you do not
agree with this lesson, write Sister Sheldon and set
her right on this question. - In talking with her on this
topic, she seems to be able to take care of her side of
the mw«f’ioﬁzm%uet write ‘her and see. T am sure she
v:} be glad to have you do so. AL MBS,
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Independence ltems

The speakers. for December have heen M. M. Case,
Arthur and Joseph Yates, A M. Smith, R. B. Trow-
bridge, and A. B, Chapman,

Anenjoyable social was held at the home of Brother
and Sister Denham on the evening of December 18th.

The ‘Sunday school Christmas entéstainment was
given Tuesday c\mmz,? ccember 22, There were
songs and recitations by the young {olks and the very
litde fo Iks. The church was prettily decorated in the
embleins of the season. Alfter the program treats were
distributed.  There was a sack of candy and nuts for
every one, visitors and all.

Saturday evening, December 26, at 8 o'clock, Miss
Emma Bohi, of Bloomfield, Towa, and Brother Harry
Lewss, of B{}aﬁe, Towa, were united in marriage by
Apostle A, M. Smith. Doris Long played Lohengrin’s
Wedding March. “Because” was sung by Marian
Denham, Margaret Long playing the aawmpanammt
After the ceremony an miomni reception was held in
the church offices. The Advocate wishes the couple
a happy:journey through life.

It has been customary, in tbcz past, to have a Christ-
mas’ dinnger at the church. Because Christmas is so
much of a family holiday, it was thought the attend-
ance would be better if we had a New Year’s dinner
instead, this year, and it proved to be so. Nearly =
hundred were present. After the dinner Sister A, M.
Anderson, the chairman, announced a. few short
speeches. - Brethren A. M. Smith, R. B. Trowbridge,

D Lewis, and J. R. McClain responded to calls.

Every. onc-had -an enjoyable time. We have not
space to-mention’ all the willing workers who con-
tributed to the success of the gecasion. We think it is
safe to-say-there will be another New Year’s dinner

next year,

Ryerson was held at the
church  Wednesday afternoon, January 6th.  The
obituary appears. elsewhere in this issue.  DBrothe
Ryerson was not a member of the church; but desired
to be baptized had he lived. He was nephew of the
late Bishop E. L. and Apostle Wim. H. Kelley of the
Reorganized Church, and a brother-indaw of the late
T} Sheldon. 1. M. Smuh, of
ganization, a friend of the family, offered the prayer,
Brother' M. M. Case preached the sermon. "My Soul
has Found - Abiding Rmi “The 1 Knows
Why” were sung by a guartet consisting of Marian
Dienham, Alta Richardson, A. M. Smith, and J. R.
McClain, Brother AL M. Smith sang, “Sometime
We'll Understand.” - There were beautiful flowers and
kind hands had made the church look especially pleas:

The funeral of George E.

Brother the Reor-

an d 4(}?'(

ing. It was a comforting service that helped to assuags
the sorrow of thec

CARoIn.

George Erwin Ryerson was born in Mills County,
Towa, September 29, 1879, He died at his home 10808
Bast 19th Streer, Independence, Missouri, fanuary 4,
1937, av 215 p. m.

He was married on the 29¢h of March; 1908, to Miss
Eva Sheldon; at Stewartsville, Missouri.

He leaves his wife, one daughter, Velleda May,
two sons, John Sheldon Erwin, of the home, and Ken-
neth Wayne, 1429 Hedges Avenue, Independence,
Missouri, -and two sisters, Mrs. B. F. Hobbick and
Miss Lotrie Ryerson, hoth of Denver, Colorado,

The funeral was held in the Church of Christ, on
the Temple Lot, Wednesday afternoon at 2.30, Janu.
ary 6, 1932, The sermon was: preached by M. M.
Case. L. M. Smith offered the prayer. Interment was
in Mound Grove Cemetery. ,

To the Readers of the Advocate:

This issue, which 15 the first number of Volume 5
of Zion’s Advocate, vou will ‘have observed is smaller
in size.  However, the additional pages carry as
much reading matter as did the old size of the Adve
cafe.

We are changing the size of the Adyocate net
only because of a desire for a more compact paper
but-also ‘to make it easier for us in the future should
we obtain a press to do-our own printing. We hope
this change will be appreciated by all ‘as there are a
number of advantages to us derived from if,

In the November issue: of the Advocate the price
of $1.00 was offered for new subscribers.  The many
who sent in their subscription at that time has in-
duced. us 1o continue the dollar subscription to the
Advocate.  We are still under the necessity because
of our financial condition to curtail our publication
to one issue a month. We have hoped we might
have returned: to- our semimonthly publication but
we dare not do so at this time. Therefore, the Ad-
vocate will be a monthly ‘paper from now wll April

We would: urge all who write for publication o
condense their articles to the smallest possible pum-
ber of words. We  do not -want" you to sacrifice
plainness in this effort, but we do want to eliminate
as much as possible in order to ‘open our celumns for
a greater variety of material.  Again we want o
state. that we wish short letters from  the various
churches telling -us ofyour progress and your meet.
ings.

We would also appreciate if you are so disposed,
any criticisim of a constructive naturd concerning the
Advocate with the thought 1 view of making it
paper for the masses’of the people.

Business %{&mger,

NEW ADDRESS
James E. Yates; Vida Smith Yates, 826 Fucalyprus
Avenue; Hawthorne, Califernia;
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In the abeve quotation there is'a twefold offense
referred to: First the effort 1o destroy the agency of
mans - Second the gmbition 10 possess the sipreme
power of God. It is fatal for any man to covet and
seek supreme power of control in the church. T cheer-
fully step aside and permit the immortal Shakespeare
to describe the vain-wicked ambition of man for su-
preme power: here are words of Cardinal Wolsey in
King Henry, the eighth: “Farewell, a long farewell, 1o
all my greatness! This 1s the state of man: today he
puts forth the tender leaves of hope; tomorrow blos-
soms, and bears his bloshing honors thick upon him;
the third day comes a frost; a killing frost, and when
he thinks, good casy man, full wz"dy his greatness is
aripening, nips his roots, and then he falls, as I do
O, how wretched s that poor man that hangs on
prince’s favors! There is, berwixt that smile we would
aspire to, that sweet aspect of princes, and their ruin,
more pangs and fears than wars of women have: and
when %{* falls, he falls like Toucifer, never 1o hope
again.”

To continue with the words of Wolsey to his friend
Cromwell: “Dry vour eyes: and thus far hear me,
Cromwell; and, w ]

en | am forgouen, as I shall be, and
sleep in dull cold marble, where no mention of me
more must be heard of, say | tanghe thee, say Wol-
sey, that once trod the ways of glory, and sounded all
the depths and shoals of honor, found thee 2 way, out

l Tise in, . Mark but my fall, and

of his wreck to
that that ruined me. Cromwell, T charge thee, fling

away ambition: By that sin fell the Magds how can
man, then, the image of his Maker, hope 1o win by
e
ity

5 T
downiall

the
the fall of
king.
broken he ad-
the King has cured

The above lines describe the cause of
of Lascifer, embition, they also describe
Wolsey, whose ambition was 1o displace the
But finally his proud, haughty spiea

mitted: 1 know mysell now,

me.”
Such conditions are pathetic, but they are fatal, and
sure evidence of apostasy.

i

Various evils and sins committed might cause apos-
and they might not. By reason of divine grace,
are promised pardon, providing we repent and
turn to God.  Apostasy may not, therefore, be the
result of sin and evil doing, but when sin and evil
are condoned, given our J}}pf()’\‘i‘ii and support, thea
they become fatal.

The principle of
ciple of the divine plan.
to interfere with it; many earthly

tas
we

“man’s frec agency” is a basic prin
Satan made 2 bold atre

rulers, kings, czars,

potentates, emperors and high church offic have
sought to deprive man of this God given right. The

primitive chirch ‘was in later years driven from the
fragrant felds of freedom of conscience and brotherly
fellowship into the dark dismal dungeons of opj
sion’ by this supreme conttol policy. If any should
guestion the ambitious claims of these supreme rulers,
they wereled 1o the stocks or the inquisition. The re-
ligion of force was proposed by Satan i that divine

By their friuit ye shall

is.a good text today,

council before, the warld was.
know them,” |

Teas pot necessary for
well %z}ow

a-chureh o change from all
gospel princ ;pw i order . to he guilty
hundreds and thousands of i:@iwf D(i&
Saints }"smz"z% to the Urah Church as an apostate §)€}<§’§}
because it followed Brigham Ym}z'zis whom it
claimed was a f’zd%c icadu? and because of polygamy.
So far as gospel teaching is concerned we need not
berate and condemn the Brighamites.  Buot the ‘bone
of contention agamnst them, {aside fros n the miarriage
question) has been thelr system of “supreme comn
trol” in church government, “Obey counsel,” “priest-
hood authority,” the harmonious method in which
they conduct their business in General Confersyice,—=
“no negative votes called for in the con s
centralization’of. power” was one of the ¢hie ;M :
against the Utah Church. President Brigham \;m zw
and his successors held supreme ;ziztfmfz{y over 35}9
church, and s psychology was well established and o
ganized; orders were orders, and those who failed m
respond were classed as “apostates.” It was not a
question as to their devotion to God, or faithivl obedi
rineiples, but ‘submit to orders,” and
The question of church government,
Christ established one kind,
and men have arrogated to themselves the right 1o
establish a different kind. Jesus : “In vain do
they worship me teaching for d{'}(ﬁ%sm the command-
ments of The doctrine of men has been the
cause of {m{ s puma in every

ence 1o gosp
“obey counsel”
i not a4 new mvention:

EALEIN

men.”
’zx downfall (;

imiﬁ?&éﬁgx ol men as %ha §3tsm n
No living man is worthy as.a
the au-

contrast to the false
light for us 1o follow.
guide unless his leadership is supported by 1
thority of God’

She

[ the 1925 Geneml Confer

I wrote to

ence, ch sident . M. Smith, asking for
mpmms citation to support his “program’ of. S
;m me  Directional Control. fi > atterly failed  and

refused to furnish one single
instead he sent me "Em}{%ai,r ;’f,%i
in that "You will find the view
Well, I found in it the following
Church is a Theocratic

sage of scripture.. But
s Booklet” and said
of the Presidency.”
statemenit: “The
Mo opne-can

Democra
deny the wruthivlness of rthat statement.

“Theocracy,” because the law comes from God, I
the people of the church should make the laws by
legistative enactments, then i could not be. a The:

ocracy.  The church is "Democratic” because - the
Sovereign Power” 1o administer %iw § resident
vith the membership and not with ene man. Any ar:
ganization on earth where one man is ‘granted Sue

3

preme Control over all administrative affairs, cannot
possibly “be  “democratic” but  rather an AL FEC
CRATIC § governmment, In view of the abéve
who that President Smith has violated
ringiple . of chureh  government,
Jesus Christ f;mdt It the Son therefore, ma;? make you
free, hall be free indeed”  Paul supperts this

saie ideat “Let every man be fully persuaded in his

torm of

the




