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THE LANW OF TITHING.

Willard J. Smith,

The practice of paying tithes is very ancient. We find it
as a principle being practiced in the days of Abraham and
Melchizedek (long before the giving of the law upon Mount
Sinai) under the gospel as preached and practiced by those
men. And not only was it a principle observed by men who
sought to serve the only living and true God, but the most
barbarous nations, and the heathen Greeks and Romans, out
of a principle of religion common to all men, have often
dedicated their tithes to their gods. Scme have made it a
standing obligation, cthers have done it upon particular oc-
caisons, and by the impulse of a transient devotion. Laer-
tius says, that when Pisistratus, tyrant at Athens, wrote to
Solon to persuade him to return to Athens, he tells him that,
“Hvery one there pays the tithe of his goods for the offering
of sacrifices to the geds.” Pliny says that, ““The Arabian
merchants who traded in spices, durst not sell any till they
had paid the tithe to their god Sabis.” And Plutarch, in
more places than one, mentions a custom of the Romans of
offering to Hercules the tithe of what they took from their
enemies,

Tithes were paid to God as a sign of bhomage and grati-
tude; thus Abraham's giving tithes of the spoil at his return
from the expedition against Chedorlaomer, and the four
kings in confederacy with him, Abraham gave to Melchize-
dek the tithe of all the booty taken from the enemy; and
Jacob imitated this piety of his grandfather when he vowed
to the Lord the tithe of all the substance he might acquire
in Mesopotamia. Abraham’s thus paying tithes to Melchize-
dek was a dutiful token that he owed his victory and success
to God; and when the tithes were kept back from the priests
the Lord complained that he was robbed. The paying of
tithes was an honoring of God; hence Solomon sald:

“Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with the first-
fruits of all thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled with
plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”~—
Prov. 3: 9, 10.

The Apostle Paul was a firm believer in the duty of the
people of God to care for those who ministered to them of
the things pertaining to their life and salvation; and he
therefore taught those among whom he labored the follow-
ing doctrine:

“Who goeth a warfare at any time at his own charges?
Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruif thereof 7
or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the
flock? Say I these things as a man? or saith not THE LAW
THE SAME ALSO? For it is written in the law of Moses,
THOU SHALT NOT MUZZLE THE MOUTH OF THE OX
THAT TREADETH OUT THE CORN. Doth God care for
oxen? or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For OUR
SAKES, NO DOUBT, this is written: that he that ploweth
should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope
SHOULD BE PARTAKER OF HIS HOPE. If we have sown
unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap
vour carnal things? If others be partakers of this power
over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not

used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder
the gospel of Christ. Do ye not know that they which min-
ister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and
they which wait at the alter are partakers with the alter?
Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the
gospel should live of the gospel.”—1 Cor. 9: 7-14,

Jesus, when he was here, also taught that the people of
God cught to pay their tithes. He said:

“But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ve tithe wint and rue
and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the
love of God: THESE OUGHT YE TO HAVE DONE, and
not to leave the other undone.”—Luke 11: 42

Matthew also reports this saying of Jesus this way:

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted
the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and
faith: these ought ye to have done, and not lo leave the
other undone.”—Matt. 23: 23.

Jesus here emphatically teaches that tithes thus paid,
{which they ought to have paid, ond done right in so puy-
ing), belonged to the same LAW-—was part of the same law
which enjoined the principles of judgment, mercy, faith, and
the love of God; and whereas the principle of tithing being
a part of that same law as these other principles—judgment,
mercy, faith, and the love of God—it ill becomes one to try
to fasten it on to the Mosaic economy as belonging prima-
rily and only to that dispensation, and as having been done
away along with the ceremonies of that old institution. But
Jesus here taught that tithing, and the paying of the same,
were associated together in the same code with the “Love of
God,” with “Faith,” with “Mercy,” and with “Judgment; and
that he did not refer to their paying of tithes of their com-
mon garden vegetables BECAUSE of this principle having
been enjoined in the Mosaic ritual, but because it was the
right thing for them to do, as it existed and was in force in
the same catalogue of virtues with Faith, Mercy, Judgment,
and the Love of God hundreds of years before the giving of
the law on Mt. Sinai; and that it was enjoined as a principle
of right many score of years before Moses ever saw the
stars.

When Jesus was teaching his disciples here on this con-
tinent he told them that he was commanded of God to inform
them of, and instruct them regarding the prophecy of Mala-
chi which enjoins upon US the necessity of the paying of
our tithes, and makes the principle of tithing imperative.
The Prophecy is as follows:

“Bring ve «ll the tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be meat in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith the
Lord of hosts, if T will not open vou the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your
ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the
time in the fields, saith the Lord of hosts. And all nations
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shall call you blessed, for ye shall be a delightsome land,
saith the Lord of hosts.”—Book of Nephi, 11: 12-15.

From this we discover that the Lord required of his people
that they bring in ALL their tithes, as well as their offer-
ings. A half-way proposition would not suffice; they must
bring ALL THE TITHE. They had been robbing God by not
complying with the law governing in this matter, Perhaps
they were consoling themselves with the thought that it was
not necessary for them to tithe the whole of their posses-
sions, but simply to tithe that portion which they could con-
veniently spore after all their wonts and needs were SUp-
plied; or, possibly they were not paying any tithe at all, At
any rate the Lord complained that:

“Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away
from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return
unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts,

But ye said, Wherein shall we return?
“Will a man rob God? Vet ye have robbed me. But ye

say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.
“Ye are cursed with a curse, for ye have robbed me, even
this whole nation.”—Book of Nephi, 11:10-12. And this, by
the commanadments of God, was written “that they should
he given unto fulure generations.” Unto us. Verse 29.
Getting serious, isn't it7  They had robbed God, and from
the duays of their fathers they had gone away from his ordi-
nances, and had not kept them; but the Lord, ever (Gracious
and Merciful, promises that if they will return unto Him, He
will return unto them. Praise the Lord for His wonderful
goodness unto the children of men. The question now arises
as to who were the fathers here referred to? And we believe
we are safe In saying that primarily Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, together with Moses and all the Prophets are quite
ved {0 have been the ones referred to.

generally belie The
Scriptures say:
“Our fathers went down into Egypt”;—Num. 20: 15; —and,

“The Lord made not this covenant with our fathers, but with
us,”—Deut, 5: 3; and, “All our fathers were under the cloud,
and all passed through t 1 Cor. 100 2~-and, “He
spake to our fathers, to Abraham and his seed forever,”—
St. Lauke, 1:55-—and, “Art thou greater than our father
Jacob, which gave us the well?”—and, “Art thou grealer
than our father Abraham, which is dead?’—-8t. John, 4: 12;
and &: 53; and, “The God of glory appeared unto our father
Abraham, when he w in Mesopotamia,”—Acts 7: 2; and
many other places both in the Old and the New Testaments
which it would he wearisome as well as unprofitable to copy.
Hence, in the matter of tithing these Israelites had departed
from the original rule of service, and in doing so they were
robbing God; ﬁ‘&l@f(ﬂ@ in order that WE be not found doing

iy

as did ;}mv, let vertain, i we can, in what way the
fathers paid their t and act accordingly, that we may
please GJ& and be entitied to the great blessings promised to

the cbedient tithe paver.

g now Lo the fourteenth chapter of Genesis, we there
find the first recorded case of tithe Q};ing‘ in the Bible, and
our father Abroham was the tithe payer. The statement is
as follows:

“And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his
return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings
that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the
king’s dale. And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth
bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.
And he blessed him, and d, Blessed be Abram of the most
high God, possessor of heaven and earth: and blessed be the
most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy
bhand. And he gave him tithes i 14:17-20.

ail.'—Genesis
Paul, the Apostle, says of this affair:

=

“For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most
high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter
of the kings, and blessed him; to whom Abraham gave the
tenth part of all.”—Heh. 7: 1, 2,

The reader will please note these statements very
fully, for in the manher in Wh;w our f‘aﬁzw
tithes, (as he was called the frie
of him, “I konow him, that he w
his household after him, and thes
Lord, to do justice and judgm
upon Abraham that which he

SOTma
7 shail

us as an example, we must, therefc
in which he paid his tithes; and i reader have
culty in ascertaining that Abz’aham “Gave a tenth

all.” Not a tenth part of his “Increase” after he h
oul his living erpenses from his sccoumulation; 7
he “GAVE A TENTH PART OF ALL. And}
Jacob, in after years followed in the fools
ancestor. Of Jacob we read:

“And he vowed a vow, saving, If Cod will Mz with me, and
will keep me in dns way that I go, and
to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come ¢
father’s house in peace; then shall the Lord be
this stone, which I have set for a pillar, s
and OF ALL THAT THOU SHALT
SURELY GIVE A TENTH UNTC THE

Mark the phraseology: “Of all Thou
surely give a tenth unto Thee.” A te
lation. Not a tenth of his interest, b

(;en 28: ”S 22.
hall give me, I will
noof all his acoumu-
a tenih of all that

Grod should give him. What did he ever ¥ ch God did
not give unto him? Will some one who }o ds to ’;’ﬁ% ides

that a tenth of one’s inlerest w
and that it is acceptable to God as i diviz
make answer?
Pursuing this thread of the argumen
portion of one’s holdings he id p
with the law of tithing, I will take a
ciple as carried out under the law of
however, that the w@ré’i “tit
Hebrew word, “asar,” or its corres
katoo,” or their derivitives
and the tithe today means j'u:u
Abraham, or in the days of M
m meaning—~though the wsege
ered somewhat, perhaps, £
of Abraham and its present us
tithing always remained unchanged.
pensation of Abraham’s day the law of
tenth of all of oune’s possessions; so,
economy the law reguired a tenth of a

il zﬁaz;

3
nnd
and

these pmz}oslﬁom we prove
compliance with that principle now, as
and never c;z;mgo

In Leviticus, chapter 27: ve
“And all the tithe of the |

lond, or of the fruit of the 1 : it is holy unto
the Lord. . And concer herd, or of
the flock, even of what: the rod, the

Whatever grew from the
sowed, or of the “fruit of ¢
a tenth of all was the Lo
“Thou shalt truly 794/
the field bringeth fm*“ﬂ y
before the Lord thy God, in t
to piace his n
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»-~Dem, 14: Z,Z, 2%
“And as soon as the co
hildren of Israel brought i

corn, wine, and oil, and hon
field; and the tithe of all this
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be built in
What

member of the L&{m Day Baint Church
from ju 2 and mercy, I naturally
gz%wwr@ For to me they no longer
{of our salvation. In 1929 1 attended
ing prejudiced,

led to me for
regard to the

was to see see them use
business meetings, and 1 re-
had never seen it used thal way
3 written on its sacred pages, and
t believed the angel message.

the clairas of the Church of
g what I found: that they were
anized April 6, 1830, and the
r head (Col. 1:18), with
aim their presi-
1y, : he mauzﬂﬁ of Christ in
1830, it is called b3 2*&3‘3‘, name mda;, Immediately our
aavi 3 ] to = me, Told me to guil reading,

A

Also intimated I was lack-

I might be well read, but
right on following mv euide

4 remnal

onl Y ones

easilv dec

who said, Prove all things, hold fast to thal which is good,
knowing he that judged a matter before he heard if, it is a
shame and a folly to them. I also found that when the Lord
commanded hig servant to go forth and prune his vineyard
for the last time, that those he called on would be few in
aumber, {Jacch 3: 188 I also found the bride was not
vet ready, but preparing to make herself ready. The prophet
Enos tells us if we labor with all our mights, the Lord of
the vineyard will labor with us. 1 believe each one of us
will have to labor that we may be more pure and righteous,
so we may be robed in clean linen pure and white, then
Christ will say: All things are now ready, enier into the
marriage supper of the Lamb,

Brothers, sisters, will you, will I,
garment ?

Last spring while lying in the hospital after having a goi-
ter removed, I had a most wonderful dream or vision. 1 was

asleep but seemed to know some one was talking to me, and
he said there were a few that were pure and they shall walk
with me in white. At the same moment, T (in spirit) was
walking with them. I knew I had won the prize and was
in possession of it, and that it would never fade away. Oh,
the bliss, the triumph of that moment, no mortal tongue can
tell, neither can it be written, for it has never entered into
the heart of man. When I awoke there was a divine pres-
ence at my side, and the memory of the vision lingered on.
It was sweet to be there.

have on the wedding

.

It was with joy and gladness I became a member of the
Church of Christ, and feel more firm on the Rock of Eternal
Truth than I ever did before. I have learned more of the
true history of the church in one year than I did in fifty
vears in the other one. I nmow see both sides, but if I had
remained where I was, I should never have known how the
wool had been pulled over our eyes. There are lots of good
honest people that would investigate if we could reach them.
We are told to go to them in love. God's way is the best
way, his way is the right way. T'll trust in him always, he
knoweth the best. Kindoess wins what force will never
gain, Mrs, Willlam Scott.

AN EXPLANATION
¥ou will notice that the article in the last issue under the
caption of “What Shall It Be” came fo an abrupt end. It
seems the last two or three paragraphs were left off.
We do not know how this occurred and regret that such
g mistake should happen. We herewith print the part that
was ommitted with apologies to Brother Wheaton:

A, M. SBmith.

WHAT SHALL IT BE?
(Continued)

Because the Elders” Conferences will only be instructive,
advisory, and administrotive, thus placing the conferences
upon a high spiritual plain, instead of making it an arena
for political maneuvers, and oratorical coniests.

Because it provides equal representalion fo every group
through their elders, instead of giving large groups control
through their delegates or mass assemblies of their members.

Because the Elders' Conference provision does not come
into existence by precedent, inference, nor conference legis-
lation, but by the commandment of God,

Clarence 1. Wheaton.
NOTICE

We have received a letter from Brother Raymond A, Utt,
of Morgantown, West Virginia, Roule 6, Box 264, asking for
help. Brother Utt needs a job very badly, as times are very
hard where he lives, and he is in real need. He would ap-
preciate it very much if you would correspond with him and
haln him tn find work that he cnidd An A M OR
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THE VINEYARD

AN INTERESTING LETTER
By L. A, Gould
Bemidji, Minn., October 22, 1930.

Dear —— :

Your letter received and duly digested; can’t say it makes
us exactly happy, and there is so much else in the world to
be unhappy over too, Brother — thinks we ought to
all be joyous and shout for joy continually—poor man, and
only one of his stepchildren pays any attention to the latter-
day work, his boys drinking and carousing, and inte things
too naughty to mention in a letter. One of them said there
was nothing to look forward to mow, but just to die: and
yvel — thinks there is nothing in the world to grieve over,
because the Lord showed him twenty vyears ago that the
gospel was true, and so this church is the only true church
—no matter what it does, or where it goes to. Well, that
is exactly what the Saints said who were in the church in
the Prophet’s day, and followed Brigham Young to Utah.

The Lord had shown them that the church was true, and
so no matter what it did it must always be true, and no
matter where it led they must always go with it, and go they
did, into the depths of apostasy, shouting, “Glory, hallelu-
jah! T know this church is true, and that Joseph Smith was
a prophet of God, and that Brigham Young was his legal
successor.” They had nothing fo grieve over except when
some of their children backslid, and went into the Reorgan-
ization, which they looked upon as being nothing but a set
of apostates, who legally had been shorn of church member-
ship and all priesthood authority, by action of the only true
church,

Strange isn't it how a people could be so blinded, and yet
they blinded themselves. Al some time they had all of
them deliberately shut their eyes to wrong, or voted to sus-
tain that which was not right, knowingly, that thereby they
might retain their prestige, and be good fellows with those
in charge; or had failed to raise their voices against wrong,
for fear they would lose their official position or their family
allowance, It was only the few who had backbone enough
to denounce the evils and defy the evildoers that the Lord
could use to reconstruct his work.

Well, the same thing is happening in our day, and the
same causes will produce the same condition of blindness,
and eventually lead fo the same depths of apostasy. There
is no other recourse, except repentance and humility, and
that of course is unthinkable.

You say you are looking for a change in the church soon.
What change do you lock for in the church? What change
can you possibly look for? No one dares to say anything
about the necessity of a change, in Conference; and hardly
dare to whisper it in private, especially if it would jeopard-
ize their place or position or their job. And under the rule
of dumb and throttled silence, what change can there be but
a change from bad to worse?

Do you think that the Lord is going to reach down and
shake Fred M. out of his breeches? Why, if he did, what
would a8 cowed and groveling people do with their liberty?
They haven't the least idea what shouwld be dope in an
emergency of that kind, any more than had the Saints at
Nauvoo. And never will have till freedom of thought and
speech, and of the press is restored to them, and they begin
to do some thinking on their own account.

You are locking for a change in the church soon,; for the
Lord to de something? Just how many do you suppose
would note the change and accept it, and would recognize his
hand when he did do something?

The Lord did something twenty hundred years ago, in

L D A s et SRt 2 A ariwerin annaniziasd ond huees o oo

heralded by angelic hosts, and by the wise men. He grew
up in the midst of his people, confounded the doctors of
law and of divinity with his wisdom, wrought a world of
miracies by his almighty power, put temptlers, critics, and
faultfinders to silence with a single answer, established his
church, spoke as never man spake, bul as one having au-
thority; suffered on the cross, rose from the dead, inspired
nis ministry to carry on his work-—and those who were
looking for a change soon, and for the Lord to do something,
never saw the change, never kunew the Lord was doing any-
thing; don’t know it yet, are still looking for their Messiah,
and his second coming is at the door. They've lost two
thousand years of growth and development in the kingdom of
God, WAITING ¥OR THE LORD TO DO SOMETHING.
He came unto his own, and his own received him not. He
dared to tell them of their wickedness in plain and unvarn-
ished, but forceful language, and they said he had a devil

And so many were looking for a change soon, at Nauvoo,
and for the Lord to do something. And how many saw the
change, and recognized his hand when he did something?
Just the few who had refused to worship at the shrine of
priesteraft, who had the courage to denounce evil and stand
for the truth at whatscever cost; to whbom truth meant
more than prestige and priestly emmolument. And it was
said that they had a devil. “The God that I worship,” said
one, “told me they were led by a spirit of deception.” But
the Lord could use them, and did, to reestablish his work.
At his bidding they denounced and cast off all who claimed
to be leaders but were living in idolatry. They denounced
them and their works in plain and unvarnished language,
but forceful; and because of this they were possessed of a
devil. And we have lost a good part of a hundred years
waitihg for the leaders of the church to get through fiddling
with Masonry, so the Lord could do something.

And today there are hundreds looking, as you are, for a
change soon, and for the Lord to do something—admitting
the necessity of it, for why look for a change if there is no
need? But how many will see the change, and how many
recognize the hand of the Lord when and where he is work-
ing? Only the few. Only the few who have the courage to
follow Christ, even though it means the loss of place and
position and priestly appointments! Only those who have
the backbone to denounce the encroachments of evil, who
stand upon their feet and cry aloud as watchmen upon the
walls of Zion, in plain and unvarnished but forceful langu-
age. And those who hear say they are possessed of a devil,
as you said of E. E. Long.

That has been my experience, too. Let me tell you some
of it. The Sunday after I knew for a certainty that Fred M,
had joined the Masons, 1 declared against the evil in no
uncertain terms, as well as against those who, while before-
hand they were mightily opposed to Masonry, now began
to hedge, and say, “Well, if Fred M. has joined it must be
all right.” And I said it was too bad that we were not all
named Smith, then we could do as we pleased and it would
be all right. That was in Sunday school. Well, some went
bome from the Sunday school, and meeting others warned
them to stay away from the church, that Leon had gone

7ild and was ranting. And when I took the stand to preach,
I was filled with that unquenchable fire that loosened my
tongue, and enabled me o speak as only in my dreams 1
had ever been able to speak before. At the close, my wife
—the first and only time—came up to the stand, grasped my
hand and congratulated me upon the effort. The rest went
home and said T was possessed of a devil.

I was flled with much of the same spirit when I preached
earmarks of apostasy;, but there was a spirit of resistance
operating in the audience that destroyed my liberty in part,
and yet with enough power so that one man sat up with
eyes wide open, whom I had never before seen in a servics,

ovnant with owvea slnead as if acloan oy mont who hoasae

i
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read “Harmarks of Apostasy,” and have testified that the
Spirit of God came to them as they read it? If their testi-
mony is true, isn't it a little strange, that the Herald editor
being supposedly guided by the Spirit of truth should turn
it down; while the editor of the Torch being supposedly
benighted by the spirit of apostasy should ask to publish it?

And so, with one that 1 preached sometime before “Har-
marks” and one last spring, that I told yvou was given me
during the night of the storm when I stayed in the base-
ment of the post office, I was blessed with more than usual
liberty and power in presenting them; but because they were
a voice of warning, and a portrayal of our perilous condition,

they were not received by those who heard.

So I have experienced the feelings the Savior must have
felt, when trying to warn and reach those whom he loved,
to save them from great sorrow and loss, and they rejected
his message and accused him of being the tool of Beezlebub
the Prince of devils. ,

And so the change you are still looking for will be seen
and known only by those who have courage to stand for
the right; the rest will become old bottles, filled with tradi-
tions of various kinds, with no capacity to receive and con-
tain the ever new wine of the gospel.

(To be continued)

DOES DEATH END ALL?

By J. H.

Acts 24:15: “And have hope toward God, which they
themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of
the dead, both of the just and the unjust. I Corinthians
15: 21-22: For since by man came death, by man came also
the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even
so in Christ shall all be made alive.”

If we believe in God, our answer is No. And if we will but
look about a little, and consider the many things that have
been, and are being developed, in this world of ours, we
can't help believing that there is a God, or a creator, who
has wisely arranged his blessings so that all of his creatures
might share in the good things of this earth. In the 33rd
chapter of Deuteronomy, from verse 13 to 17, is a list of
blessings that I would like for vou to note and make com-
parison with the things produced in this broad land of ours.
Here they are: And of Joseph he said, Blessed of the Lord
be his land, for the precious things of heaven, for the
dew, and for the deep thal coucheth beneath, And for the
precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the precious
things put forth by the moon, And for the chief things of
the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the
lasting hills. And for the precious things of the earth and
fullness thereof, and for the good will of him that dwelt in
the bush; let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph, and
upon the top of the head of him thal was separated from
his brethren. His glory is like the firstling of his bullock,
and his horns are like the horns of unicorns: with them he
shall push the people together to the ends of the earth: and
they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and they are the
thousands of Manasseh.

Bear in mind the gold, silver, copper, lead, iron, the oil,
gasoline, and gas which is now being used to bless hu-
manity. This alone is to my mind enough to prove to sll
thinking people that there is a God. And if there is a God
death can not end all.

It is my solemn belief that there is a just God and a life
to come, and 1 will take it for granted that vou believe the
same, The champion of infidelity in this nation stood some
vears ago by the side of the open grave of his brother, and
when asked to deliver a funeral oration, made this wonderful
confession. Wonderful, in view of the fact that his life up
to his death was such as to leave the impression that he
was directing his thoughts and criticism against the founda-
tion of the hope of human life. His admission was about
like this:

“I confess that I know not whether this article that we
now call death is a cessation of human consciousness, the
end of real life, or whether it be the gateway unto life in
earnest.”

S0 you see when he came face to face with death, his
sober sense came to him and like one of old, no doubt this
guestion came to him: If a man die, shall he live again?

There have been converging intuitive convictions of men
in all ages and lands that there is an existence after death
not radically different from the experiences, scenes, and
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in the lives of their descendants or relatives. This is shown
in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, found in Luke
16th chapter, after being denied the assistance of Lazarus
in his own behalf his next thought was of his father’s house
and his brothers. Verses 27, 28: “Then he said, I pray
thee, therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to m?y
father’'s house: For I have five brethren: that he may testify
unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.”
Men die, but the continuity of the stages in the life history
of man is so impressive that the mind does not naturally
imagine that death means annihiliation. The real worth of
& man is so invariably seen only when we take a broader
view of the events with which he was connected that we
can not properly estimate the individual aright by confining
ourselves to our imperfect survey of his few short years.
It is very difficult for the mind to believe that annihilation
could seem possible. Death then is not terrible; the terror
consists in our idea that death is terrible. Only rarely has
annihilation been anticipated. The theory that death is an
endless sleep forgets that this will be annihilation unless the
sleeper wakes up, as it were, and becomes aware that he
has experienced sleep. A consciousness of continuity is
indispensable, and the theory that the individual loses his
individuality in another vaster one or in some ultimate
principle is ambiguous, The apostle Paul gives us to under-
stand that the world of mankind would be in a deplorable
condition indeed if death ends all. 1 Corinthians 15: 19
{hope is held out to us): “If in this life only we have hope
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.,” But in the
20th, 21st, and 22nd verses he gives us a wonderful hope
through the resurrected Christ: “But now is Christ risen
from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that
slept. For since by man came death, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead. ¥For as in Adam all die, even so
in Christ shall all be made alive” The instincts of self-
preservation are beneficial to the subject; but the impulise
that sends men {o self-sacrifice is unintelligible and irra-
tional if death is the end of all. Psalm 17:15: “As for
me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satis-
fied, when I awake, with thy likeness.' This statement is
made in the affirmative with full assurance of its realiza-
tion.

The prophet Isaiah in his 26th chapter, verse 19, repre-
senting Christ as the speaker, says: “Thy dead men shall
live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake
and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew iz as the dew
of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the desd” About
750 years after this promise was made by the prophet, Mat-
thew tells us of a wonderful experience which took place
in fuifillment of the same. Matthew 27: 52-53: “And the
graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which
slept, arose, And came out of the graves after his resurrec-
tion, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.”

Please let me quote another witness, the Apostle John,
found in his 5th chapter, verses 24 to 30: “Verily, verily,

T vy anend e wesman TT o B d Tl 53 -
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John gives us this wonderiul assurance in hig First K
third chapter, verse 2: “Beloved, now are we the sons of
God; and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: bul we

like nim, for
ippians 8: 21:

know that, when he
we shall see him as he is.

~iwii appear, we shall be
And Paul, in Phil

“Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned
like unto his gloricus body, according to the working
whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself’

We were made in the beginning in the image God,
s0 we naturally would conclude that we will continue like
him so far as form is concerned at least, in our review of
him we recollect, first that he was clothed upon with flesh,
and blood, and bones, like all other men, and every way sub-
ject to hunger, thirst, pain, weariness, and death, Second,
that he was crucified, his hands and feet torn with mnailg,
and a spear. pierced his side, so his blood was spilt on cal
vary, the body was wrapped in lnen and laid in Joseph's
new tomb.

The disciples thought it was all over, so Peter said, “Well,
I'm going fishing.” The others said, “We go loo, lost hope
lost faith, %/‘ ¢ thought it was he who would restore the
kingdom to Israel, but he is dead, so we will go back to
our old job and earn an honest living.”
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appointment and trial, have ahout come to ﬂfm
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forsaken, don't begin to say I said look there comes a ray
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bring you into the land of Israel. And ye shall know that
I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves, O my peo-
ple, and brought you up out of your g 25, And shall put
my Spirit in you, and ye shall live; and I shall place you in
your own land: then shall ye know Lord have
spoken it, and performed zL,
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and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second Thimself shall descend from heaven with a
death,  And whoscever w wt fou written in the book  voice of the archangel, and with the trump
4 dead in Christ shall rise first. Then
again, remain, shall be caught up tog in the clouds,
W ﬂi God g with  to meet the Lord in the air: and so sha e ever be with the
rd of the Lord, that Lord. Wherefore comfort one another Eﬂ,l».,h these
g X The half has not yet been told, but space will not ;;W*mt
shall not prevent them which are lee For the Lord of more, so I leave it with you.
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THE PREFACHER ON THE FENCE OF GENERAL INTEREST

Last issue cur General Interests was cut short for want
of space, to give you a few more items this
time, We are all Ir d to look backbard at this time of
the year and zlad that as we look back over z’,éze past
vear and take an inventory of the events of the year so f
as they affect the church, we are made o rejoice that w
can recognize progress of a good stable nature in the chure
No, we have not accomplished all that was expected, bm,
a5 long as we can see we have moved forward, even a little,
we should feel ;awwwage&
season brought Brother Wheaton hor

his family, but he had scarcely arvived bef
was called to O }m'z{lg Springs by the death of the m‘ani
¢hild of Brother and Bister Thomas Barton, which died De-
cember 21.

Brother Whes yain in the field at Ogden, Utah,
where the work now seems to promise some fCV‘f&,”G for the
nard work done there in the early part of the

Brother Ande also returned with San
they arrived about the same time. He rep
able condition of the church work in
He had a rather unusual experience; was
an elderly lady who recognized him asg the man
seen standing by the Temple, in a vision that had been shown
her some time before. She also recognized the Temple as
the one she had seen in her vision.

Brother Flint iz now in Rockford, 111, looking after the
church interests there.

We just received a letter from . E. Long from Texas.
Brother R. M. Maloney is with Brother Long. They had
just arrived at Pal Tock, Texas, by auto amid the ramn
and the mud, with the usual luck-—slid off the road into the
diteh. Brother Long wallked a mile in the mud o obtain a
mule team to pull them out. However, such things as mud
have little effect on real missionaries, and so Brothers Long
and Maloney expect to hold meetings at Paint Rock as soon
up a little.
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THE LAW OF TITHING

(Continued from page 0

riah the chief priest of the hou
and said, Since the pe
gs into the house of the Lord,
eat, and have left pl
1 that which

se of Zadok an-
ople began to bring the
chave had enough to
- for the Lord hath

iz this great store.

blessed his peo-
V-2 Chron. 31:

Once more:

“As it is written in the
first fruits of our dough, offerings, and the fruit of
all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to
the chambers of the house of our God, aad the
ground wunto the Levites, that the same Levites
the tithes in all the cities of our tillage. And the priest, the
son of Aaron. shall be with the Levites, when the Levites
take tithes: and the Lezudes shall bring up the tithe of the
tithes unto the house of our God, to the chambers, into the
treasure house. --Nehemia 10: 36, 38,

faw, . . . thal we should bring the

and cur

tithes of our

might have

Here we discever that the tithe was for the sustaining of
the Levites i(the and their families (See
Numbers 18: 21-26), and it was also used for sacrificial pur-
poses; and that the Levites were required to pay a tithe of
the tithes which were paid in the treasury for them. We
also learn from Deutercnomy 14: 28, 29, that a special tithe
was taken up every third vear for the among them,
and for the widows and orphans.

ministry also

{)f\l()r

These scriptures testify abundantly that the principle of
tithes provided that payer of tithes should pay a tenth

of all that he had. Many other pawaa,ges of scripture might
be brought forward to = but, why con-
tinue to multiply eviden T icient?  And
do they not as truly prove the taken as
though an hundred sdded ?
But I will add just one more. in speak-
ing of himself s

osition,

more scripture

The

“My manner of life from my youth, which was at the
first among mine own nation at Jerusaslem, know all the

Jews; which knew me from the if 7 would
tes , that after the most ol our religion 1

lived a Pharisee’
The Phs

outward manif

cheervancs of the
law, Paul in
them 1o be fhe

s Wele Ve

1
stations of

most
zaid while

d statement
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delivering one of his i

YTWwo o men

the above gu

and Jesus
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straitest sect

went up ir the temple the one a

Pharises, and the oth
“The Pharisee

stood & pravw thug with himself, God, I

thank thee, t I am not as other men e, extortioners,
unjiust. adulterers, aor even as ic
“T fast twice in the week, T of ALLL THAT T

POSESS. Luke 18:

Permit me 1o ask the
understand the Jaw of tithing as ‘aug ht in this the straitest
sect of the great Jewish church And did he pay tithing
on more property than that which the pre-

than that

16-12.

gquestion, Did not that Pharisee

Jewish religion

And if he did nof pa
\\hl(‘h the Law demanded, and paid tithes on ALL THAT HE
POSBESSED, then is it not clear that we, in the payment
of our tithe, should follow the example ©f that ancient
Pharizee? And if so, what becomes of the idea that tith-
ing is required only on any incres we may have AFTER
all our needs and wants are fully szuppled and gratified?
Really, to be honest, doesn’t that look a little bit like as
though some cone was just irying to play a crooked game
with the Lord? trying to cheat Mim out = own? Or
are our traditions, which we have been taught, to blame for
this untenable position?  What sacrifice ave we making in
paving a tenth of our

ase we

little increase which may be leff us

after all our wants and needs have b fally suyp phcd‘?’
It iz a mistake. ithi

of all nrh May
be made,
ot only of yhvw\ﬂl endow-

ments as well
ail the honest-hearted oneg

throughout the great Restoration movement will be able to
see eye to eyve and bec family in

the Lord; for then Christ and reign supremely

inited as one grand

11 cormne,

grand from the riv ends of the earth.
“THE BUILDERS”
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It shall never know

Great thy skill, O Builder,
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Or are you a leaner, who let others bear
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