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They ridicule the abstainer. They

call him g kill-joy, a Puritan, a long-faced hypocrite. Being
convinced of the advantages of tolal absiinence T feel that
I.am vindicating my freedom by not drinking’ and there are
thousands in the same situation. ‘Antig’ ought to be sporis
enough to see this”’
What ¥t Is Mot

Prohibition is not an attempt to make people good by law
any more than the law against murder is.  All Prohibilicn
essays to do is to proteet sociely against a predatory and
destructive business run by ruthless and lawless men to the
degradation of the physical, economic, and moral forces of
individual and corporsie life—8igns of the Times, July 1,
1930,

A BEVIEW OF THE PROPHECY OF ZENOS

Because of what seems fo us to be strange interpretations
placed by some upon the parable of Zenos; we feel impelled
to write of our understandnig of it, after careful study: not
b&e&zse our deductions are true in all details, but because
they are different from the conclusions drawn by many we
have read of, or listened {o,

In the Book of Mormon, Jacoh is the writer, engraving
what be knew would be handed down to his posterity. At
the third chapter snd the 22nd verse, he hegins to velate
concerning the Jews, why they were blinded, which caused
thent o o0k bevond the mark (Hme of the first coming of
©hrist) and veject birn; also, why God had taken away from
them hig plainwess, and gave them things they could not
understand, because they desired it.

Jacob prophecies, because of the stumblinng of the Jews
{looking beyond the niark) f;}:zev will reject the Stone upon,
wheih they might build;, and have a safe foundation. But,
he says: “Actording to the scriptures this stone shall he-
corge the greal and last, and only sure foundation upon
which the Jews can build” Mow, he sa }, “Howis this pos-
gible thal afler these (Jews) hav jected  this stone, or
sure foundation "i,t, that it may be the
head of their ¢
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tender branches’

These TENDER branches (Colonies led oul from Pales
tine) -were -taken wWheresoever -He would (not tellng us),
and the wild olive branches grafied in thelr place, 1. e. Gen-
tiles ‘become Israel by adoption, the seed of Abraham.

The servants were told to watch the iree, and nourish it

Now after ministering to the micther tree, leaving it in
shape o pear fruit, He turns hig attention to the natural
branches.

Verse 46 states: “These (natural branches) will T place
in the nethermost part of my vineyard,” and the nexi verse
tells ug why:  “That I may pregerve unto myself 1he natural
branches.” He not only wanted wild elive branches (Gen-
tile church) to bring forth good, tame fruit, but He wished
the natural branches (Colonies of Tsrast planted in different
parts of ‘the world, among whom He establishes Fiis church)
to yield good fruit also.

All this being accomplished, Fe waits for the fruit.

After a long time, the Master calls his servanis, and they
visit the vineyard, the first time after the grafting. They
come first to'the old mother fres, iere the wild olive branches
(Gentile church), because of the strength taken from the
rool of the mother tree, (the power and hope in Christ, the
root and ground of our faith), bore fame fruif, which th ¢
Master saves.

This was while the Gentile church was true to'the faith of
Chirist for several centuries affer Christ. A D.

Next, he proposes to wisit the natural branches, which
he planted in other places, and He comes to the firgt and it
bors .good frait, though in a poor spot of groumnd;

The second nstural branch likewise brought forith much
good fruit, which ‘He lays up for Himsgelf, also the thivd
brought forth fruit,

Then He goes on io the fourth branch; there s more
told- ys concerning this branch because it represents the
Mephite colony; from whon we teceive the Book of Mormon,
aiso becauge Zenos spoke more i

& pa‘,w@uiariy concerning thax
who ware a rémnant of their seed; and because the descrip-
tion of thiz branch fits the story of the Nephite colony.
Only & part of thiz branch or tree vielded good frull, lbe
righteous Nephites, the part bearing wild fruil representing
the wicked Lamanites. The Master would destroy ilhe
wicked part; but the servant asked for time to labor on i
g little Jonger, that perhaps it might be induced fo bear
goud. fruit, which was granted,

ho 8o the Master ’gsiew}d?

ry) oand unfolds s plan to
he & good fruil.
ﬁ@ says: “Go bv’mg@“ A% Wa nehes of o wild- olive tree
{(Gentile converisy,
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After this visit there was anpother long wailt when they
vigit the vineyard the second fime. Again they come first
to the old mother tree, and what g difference! they find all
sorts of fruit cumbering the tres. The Gentile church had
gone into apostdsy and had brought forth all kinds of fruils
(CRERDS OF MEN) and none of it wasg zood.  The angdl
told Joseph Smith: “Their creeds are an abomination in by
sight .
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EDITORIAL

“FACTS” AND MORE FACUTS

The editor has just received a copy of “Supplement Two
to FACTS,” a booklet of 104 pages in which some “very im-
portant documents” are presented of which it is said “are
undenied,” and which “challenges the honor of F. M. Smith,
I. A. Smith, J. A. Becker, and others of the Administration
Foree,” who are charged with making “false and lbelous
attacks against the author of FACTS"

Having a personal knowledge of some of the “facts” pre-
sented, we are inclined to give considerable credence to
FACTS as a whole, for the charges laid against the Admin-
jstration Force in Minority Rights, which are also “unde-

nied,” are supported by the Former General Church Auditor’s
array of telltale facts that reveal the inner workings of the
“Program” of exploitation.

The Church of Christ also has facts of record anent the
“adroit efforts” of certain ones of the Administration Force
to “seduce and bribe” for the possession of the coveted Tem-
ple Lot.

We commend a careful reading of FACTS, with particu-
lar attention to the KL DS Radio Station and the Holden
Development Company's activity, an institution guite foreign
to the spirit and genius of the gospel covenant. )

THE WITNESSES MULTIPLY

A brother who once occupied in the High Council of the
Reorganized Church, writing to the editor, says in part:

“The Temple is exacily as I saw il in vision sixteen years
ago, to a detail, which makes me kindly disposed toward its
erection. We are going to assist in its building, but our
assistance will consist largely of things we have to sacrifice.
I fully believe God intended this Temple to be built under
those conditions. . . . We moved out in faith, brother Long,
and notwithstanding all we have suffered, and the great
wrongs heaped upon us, we both hold as the dearest thing
in the world the Angel Message of the Restoration. Our
love for it, and our faith in its final trivmph is abundant.

“here will Be one more testimony regarding this Temple:
if it faces the right street I shall know as to the divinity of
its erection. . . . It does not bother me one minute what

. Boulevard.—Hditor.)

Otto Fetting hag done—T shall know for myself = God still
reveals himself to me. I am sending you a diggram as to
the streel 'my vision showed the Temple to face on. (River
I saw it completed and T was per-
mitted to enter and view the interior. But one peculiar
thing about it was, I did not know the people who built it.
That is possibly easy to explain now.

“Do you remember when you and I were walking the street
in Independence—I believe it was 1913 or 1914-when I told
you it was made known to me that you would vet be in the
Twelve? 1 have often thought of that statement, and a few
yvears ago I was worried because it looked like a mistake on
my part, but maybe not after zil.. Well, you acting where
you are, has helped me a good deal”

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS
From the North Country:

“Now, Brother Long, we want to be with that people, no
matter where they are or what church they belong to, just
so long as we can feel and know for curselves God is leading
and ‘directing them. . But at the present time we do not
know where we are—just standing still, waiting and pray-
ing for light.

We take the Advocate and Torch, and find more of the
old gospel spirit' there than in any octher church paper.
Our hedrts go out to you in this time of trouble, and vou
have our prayers that God will direct you and be very near
to you in your hour of need, for it must indeed be very try-
ing. F—— has always been a great Lith®e payer, but of late
he has not paid a cent, just for this one reason: he did not
know where to give. We have been very sick at heart over
the church conditions. It séemed no matiter what trouble
we had we would turn to the church and feel giad. . But as
it is, all we can say, we know the gospel is true:

You know, Brother Long, God never speaks to his people
any more; we seem to have wandered so far, and 1 am sure
there never was a time that we needed his directions any
more than now, but for some reason we are leff in the dark.”

Following is a list of General Conference appointees for
the fiscal year 1930-1931:

Apostles:

H. E. Moler, 400 East Fourth, Holden, Mo,
States Mission,

H. E. Long, 424 East Walnut, Independence, Mo South-
western States Mission.

Samuel Wood, Fresno, Calif., Route A, Box 251.
Mission.

AL M. 8mith, Route 3, Independence, Mo.
braska, Missouri.

B. C. Flint, 2338 Hoard Sireet, Madison, Wis.
Hilinois, Wisconsin, Towa, Minnesota.

Wm. F. Anderson, West Lexington Street, Independex;se,
Mo. Northeastern States Mission.

. L. Wheaton, West Walnut Street, Independence, Mo,
Montana, North and South Dakota, Western Canada.

Southeastern

Huropean
Kansas, Ne-

Indiana,

The Reorganized Church has much to say about
the Judge Phillips Decision in the Temple Lot Case.
But they have been careful to conceal the fact that
the Phillips Decision was reversed by the Higher
Court, and both title and possession of the Temple
Lot property was left with the Church of Christ.

The Reorganized Church in turn appealed from

i —

A FAMOUS DECISION REVERSED

the Cireuit Court of Appeals to the Supreme Court,
and the Supreme Court sustained the Appellate
Court decision.

This Deecision is for sale by the Church of Christ
{Temple Lot) at 25 cents the copy. ~Address The
Church of Christ (Temple Lot),) Box 232, Inde-
pendence, Misouri. !
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THE VINEYARD

THE INSPIRED TRANSLATION AND SECRET
SOCIETIES
By C. A. Gurwell

“Behold, to obey is heiter than sacrifice, and to hearken
than to fat of rams.

V. 23: *“For the rebellion is as the sin of witeheraft, and
stubbornness is as iniguity and idolairy. Because thou hast
rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee
from being king—1 Sam! 15: 22-3.

A most interesting account of the life of Baul is given in
First Samuel, 15th chapter. Read it. Nevertheless, the King
James version of the seriptures makes it to say; in the 1ith
verse, that “God repeénted,” instead of saying, in harmony
with the truth, “Saul repenteth not that he hath sinned, for
he hath turned back from fellowing me and hath not
formed my commandments.”

Oh, why will men and women persistently refuse to obey
God's comandments after covenanting to keep them!

A close parallel appedrs between the lives of Saul, first
king of Israel, and Joseph Smith, first leader of modern
Israel. Both were “stubborn’ and refused “to obey the voice
of the Lord”; and both came to viclent deaths.

As soon as the Book of Mormon was completed and
printed, the Lord directed Joseph Smith o re-write the
scriptures, that the people might have them as they were
first given, and not as they have come down to us from
the hands of “that great and dbominable church” which
Nephi saw had “taken away from the goespel of the Lamb
many parts which are plain and most precious; and also
many covenants of the Lord have they taken away, and all
this have they done that they might pervert the right ways
of the Lord; that they might blind the eyes and havden the

“hearts of the children of men.” (B. of M., p. 36.) Further
on he says:  “Because of these things which are taken away
out of the gospel of the Laimb, an exceeding great many do
stumble, yea, ingomuch that Batan hath great power over
them.” This is too apparent, 48 5 result of the mutilated
scriptures which have been given 1o us by man’s transiation
from “ancient manusgecripts.”

Moses was given an account of the creation of the earth,
and of its history down to his own time, by God himself,
who talked with him “face to face” (See Preface to In-
spired Translation.) At the same time, God promised nim
that “in a day when the children of men shall esteem my
words as naught, and take many of them from the bhook
which you shall write, behold, I will raise up ancther like
unto you, and they shall be had again among the children of
men, among even as many as shall believe” (See preface.)

This promise was fulfilled through Joseph Smith; and when
it was being accomplished the Lord gave him this com-
mand: “Thou shalt ask and my scriptures shall be given as
I have appointed; and for thy safely it 'is expedient thal
thou shouldest hold thy peace concerning them, until ye
have received them: then I give unto you a commandoient
that ye shall teach them unto all men.-—B. of Com. 44:
43, 44.

This was a commandment of ryf-great-importance: - Th
gospel had been restored, and it was necessary that the
seriptures which taught the gospel, also be restored, that
men might know the truth,, and not be misled by the errors
which had been introduced by that “great and abominable
chureh” which Nephi saw,

In March, 1831, Joseph Smith was asking concerning
certain things, and the Lord made this answer:

54 “And now, behold I sav unto you, it shall not be given
unto vou fo koow any farther than this, until the new testa-

ment “be transiated, and in i ¢l these things shall be made
Ewown;

55 “Wherefore, I give unto you that y& may now trans
late it, that ye may be prepared for the things to come;

56; “For verily I say unto you, that greal things await
you—B. of Com. 48: 546, (D. and €. 45: 11

Yet in spite of both these commandments, the early church,
and the church teday, all factiong of it reject the word of
the Lord in this translation, given by the Spirit of God for
our particular benefit!

Oh, that my words could sting youw into consciousness of
your meglect, and of your guilt! How can you expect, or
even ask Cod’s favor, when you daily defy Him by your
refusal to obey His commandments?

Had the church, under the direction of Jogeph Smith, pub-
lished this work in 1833, as soon as it was finished, Free
Masgonry could not have wrought its overthrow at Nauveo,
as it did a few years later. An honest people could not
Have been improved upon as they were, could they have read
the history of the pre-deluge period, which the Lord gave by
his Spirit to Joseph Smith, Read these few selected verses
from the 5th chapter of Genesis a8 restored by the Lord for
our instruction:

130 “And it came io pass, that Cain tock one of hig
brother’s daughters to wife, and they loved Satan more than
God.

14: “And Satan said unto Cain, Swear unto me by thy
throat, and if thou tell it thou shall die; and swear thy
brethren by their heads, and by the living God, that they
tell it not; for if they tell it they shall surely die; and this
that thy father may not know it; and this day I will deliver
thy brother Abel into thy hands.

15: “And Cain swore unlo Satan, that he would do ac-
cording to his cormmands. And all these things were done in
secret.

16: “And Cain saith, Truly I am MMahan, master of this
great secvel, that T may murder and gel gain. ~Wherefore,
Cain was called Master Mahan; and he gloried in his wicked-
ness,”  {How liks, “Masier Mason” 1)

26 “And Cain was shut out from the presence of the Lord,
and with his wife and many of his brethren, dwell in the
Jand of Nod, on the east of Eden. . . .

33: “And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah,
Hear my voice, ye wives of Lamech; hearken unto my speech,
for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man
to my hurt.

34: “If Cain shall be avenged seven-fold, truly Lamech
shall be seventy and seven fold. :

25: “For Lamech having entered into a covenant with
Satan, after the manner of Cain, wherein he became Master
Mahan, master of that great secret which was administered
unto Cain by SBatan;

5361 “And Irad, the son of Enoch, having known their se-
cret; began to revesl it unto the sons of ‘Adam; wherefore
Lamech, being angry, slew him, not like unto Cain his
brother Abel for the sake of getting gain; but he slew him
FOR THE OATH'S BAKE; (Hmphasis mine—~C. A, G.)

871 “For, from the days of Cain, there was a secret com-
bination, and their works were in the dark, and they koew
every man his brother,

38%: “Wherefore the Lord cursed Larech and his house, and
all they that had covenated with Satan; for they kept not the
cornmandments of God. And it displeased God, and he min-
istered not unto them.”

(I wonder if it has anything fo do with the withholding
of the ministering of the Bpirit unto the church today.)

Here is another reason for using the “Inspired Transla-
tion”:

44: “And thus the gospel began to be preached from the
beginning, being declared by holy angels; sent forth from
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the presence .of God; and by his 0wn voice, and by the gift
of ‘the Holy Ghost. i

45: “And thus all things were confirmed unto ‘Adam by an
holy ordinance; and the gospel precabed; and a decree sent
forth that it should be in the world until the end thereof;
and thus it was. Amen”

The mercy of God fo @il men is shown by this. The gos-
pel was in all generations of the world., The Eing James
version makes no mention of any of thess things.

Today, thig year of Grace, 1931, the Church of Christ, with

all factions, is under condemnation; because they have not
obeyed the commandment of the Lord to “feach’” this re-
stored gospel unto all men”; and this condemnation shall
remain: until they repent and do the thing the Lord has
commanded, -OR THEY WILL BE REMOVED OUT 0%
THEIR PLACE.

And further, Unless this Church of Christ; on the Temple
Lot, removes from its membership those who will not re-
nounce BSecrel Societies, it must ilself be removed from
doing the work which the Lord has committed fo its hand

A CHALLENGE ACCEPTED
By Samuel Wood

The following letter from Gloucester, England, evidently
reveals the pature of some of the missionary activities of
the “three powerful men” sent to Tagland by the late con-
ference of the Reorganization. Tt seems thatl their zeal fo
reclaim their losses in England and Wales, and to prevent
further inroads "by the Church 'of Christ, rather lead them
to expose the weakness of their own cause and their utter
lack of an appesling message, by indulging in a little pure
and unadulterated lander.

Thege attdcks which are directed agalnst an individual ave
evidently intended for the Church of Christ, to halt its prog-
ress in all of its undertakings, and especially in the Temple
building program. And HEopgland is not the only section
where they have been made nor is the writer the only repre-
sentative of the Church of Christ to become a victim.

THE CHALLENGE FROM GLOUCESTER
100 Falkner 2t., Gloucester, England.
Mr. SBamuel Wood,

BDegr Sir: My wife and I have been interested in the
Chureh of Christ, being members of the SBunday School. I
had given my name and asked for baplism. Some of my
relatives are members of the Beorganized Church and have
used many efforts to discourage me from uniting with the
Church of Christ., One of the local members of the Reor-
ganized Church has made an atiack on your character, and
said that you left the Reorgapized Church under not very
creditable circumstances, and without disclosing the nature
of your sin insinuaté and infer it was something very bad.
We asked what it was, but they would not commit themselves
to-anything definite. But we were challenged to write to
vou about the subject, and if vou were a man you would
state definitely why you left the Reorganized Church., Your
answer to us will be the final word.

Yours sincerely,
My, and Mrs. E. C, Harris.

EXACT CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER Wxice I LEFT THE
BEORCANIZATION

My last sérmon for the Recorganized Lo D. S, Church was
1y first sermon for the Church of Christ; preached in the
Reorganization’s church at Fresno, California, Sunday noon,
May 17, 1925. This sermon, (a synopsis)y, was published in
a local newspaper the following morning under the heading:
“Pastor Quits -After Baitle Over eme Directional Con-
trol’”  In the editorial comment which formed a kind of
prelude to the sermon, attention was called to the fact that
for g ritgnber of years T had been active in
ganized L. D. 8, Church, and for the past three vears until
the preceding January; I-had acted as patsor, and that I had
built the local chureh edifice in which I predached my last ser-
won for that church, which was my first sermon for the
Chureh of Christ in which T had just placed my membership,
It was stated that I had “resigned as pastor of ‘the church”
in January when A. 8. Votaw was chosen. Also that over
twenty others had left the Reorganization with me and we
would establish a local Chureh of Christ.

3
FOUAUCAL e

During the previous week I had been invited to beoupy
the pulpit on the above date, and befween the fime the pas-
tor presented the invitation and the date of the sermon 1
transferrved -to the Church of Christ. This was done by tele-
gram, and my acceptance and . appointment to represent tns
Church of Chyrist caime back by wire which I received on
Sunday worning on my way to fill this engagement. 1 had
strenuously opposed the Bupreme Directional Control docu-
ment which had just become law in the church, and this in:
vitation carried with it the demand to know what I intended
to.do. Distriet officers were present and seated on the ros-
truom when I entered the church. And they were there to
apply the “effective discipline’” in case I opposed-the action
of the recent general conference, or refused to accept ihe
new form of church government, I was aware of what they
intended to do and that was why I transferred to the Church
of Christ at that particular time. I had no intention of per-
maitting the henchmen of the First Presidency to publicly
humiliate me because T'had refused to go under his yoke of
spiritual bondage.

There was a large congregation present and among them
many of my friends (outsiders) who had come to hear this
sermon - When 1 was introduced as the speaker I grose and
stated that T had an explanation o make; that I no longer
represented the Reorganization; that I had joined the Church
of Christ on the Temple Lot at Independence, Missouri: and
that T was there “This morning” as a representative of that
church. I read the telegram of acceptance and sppointment
by the Church of Christ to verify my statements. T stated
that under the circumstances I would not pretend fo occupy
unless the brethren in charge invited me {o do so, and in that
case I would fell fthem why I had left the Reovgoanized
Church and what I intended to do. Elder Smith, vice presi-
dent of the district, arcse and after making a vicious attack
on the “Hedrickites,” stafed that he would pot say whether
I could occupy or not and sal down. The Pastor then arose
and after looking over the congregalion, rather bewildered,
finally said:  “Well, as previously anncunced, Brother Wood
will-be your speaker,” No one dreamed that I had trans-
ferred and they were taken by surprise. When I.arose to
speak all of the burdens which I had labored under in bitter
anguish while presiding over that Branch rolled away, and 1T
stood there a free man; in all the faith of my youth. I for-
got the atfack just made on the Church of Christ, for I ex-
perienced such joy and good will towards the people that I
had never before known., My mind was as clear as a bell,
and as I spoke the purposes of the Greal Resioration filled
my being, and an assuiance came to me such a8 I had never
before experienced. The following is the sermon as pib-
lighed in the Fresno Morning Republicon, May 18, 1925

LAST SERMON, FOR REORGANIZATION
FIRST SERMON FOR THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
“Jesus Christ declared that from the days of John the
Baptist until now, “the Kingdom of heaven suffereth viplence
and the violence take it by force.—Matt. 11, 12,
The church that I have represented for a number of vears
is purely an American institution. We have said that it was
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g CGreat Light burst upon the world during the early part of
the last century—an angel Messenger conveying the "Ever-
lasting Gospel” fo & civilization that had just broken the
chains of priesteraft; whose ploneers had just emigrated to
a wew continent and under God egtablished a gm@mmem
“of the people, by the people, and for the people.

It was upon this new continent, and fo a people who had
proven their leyalty to the fruth by establishing free institu-
tions; that a more perfect conception of the Law of Life was
to be mveaie& in the Iatter days. 'There is a wonderful
blending of the philosophy of Jesus Christ and the free in-
stitutions of men. Hise, why did Paul say: “Btand fast in
the liberty wherewith vou are made free” And why did
Jesus say:  “And ye-shall know the truth, and the truth
sholl-make vou free’” . The Gospel is to bring meore liberty,
more freedom, and greater eguality, and not the reverse. In
other words, the gospel is the law of human progress made
practicable through the institutions of men. The truth does
not foster paternalism “in goévernment nor the benevolent
rule of ‘& King; but rather individual initiative and responsi-
bility, “which aglone will affect the Spiritual and material
progress of the race. America is destined to be the school-
master of the world, and that is why no king nor Pope shall
ever prosper on her beautiful strand.

The ided of a king, or of a supreme dictator in the church,
is the reverse of the teachings and practice of Christ.

This church {(Reorganization) as always until very re-
cently advocated democracy—"theocratic democracy’—and
opposed autocracy, or ope-maan power in either religious or
political institutions.

‘We are told in the inspired books of the church that the
Spirit of God imbued the men who were directly responsible
for the drafting of the Declaration of Independence and the
framing of the American Constitution. For a hundred vears
our missionaries preached religious and political freedom.
And in the days of chattle slavery they challenged the right
ofone man to have property in the body of his fellow, or to
appropriate the product of hig toil
But Today, What o Different Pictwre the Church Presents!!

For several vears past all reads have lead o one man
power!  First the local congregations were stripped of itheir
vight to ordain . Teachers gnd Deaccns. Without warrant in
the law the districts were told to not ordain Elders without
the consent of the general church President. The Apostolic
Quortm, after a desperate conflict, was relieved of its rights
atd prerogatives.  Other general church Quorums were ig-
nored or bullied by the President. This wanton and ruthless
struggle for absolute power on the part of thé President

terminated in an invasion of the financial a of the chireh,
"This was the g7 mi elimax-—the nltimate goal To reach this
goal it was necessary to abolishu the old and e%&abﬁm new
form of church. government. This was aecomplished after
a bitter-fight extending through several menths and lermi-
nating in an inglorious victory for the sez}imhmtwsm%ig at
the recent (1925) general conference held at Independence,
Miissouri, when g document presenied to the Bﬁﬂfﬁfebce by
he First Presidency was adopted and became law.

The document provides for “gol vernment through priests

hood, -~ among the peopls - - - with supreme divectional
control resting in the présidency - - -"." - This government
to be “maintained ”5“3« effective discipline, - - strongly enough

administered to prevent the purposes of the organization be-
ing frustrated by im}: } sal caprice and rebellion”

mien and women should, -in this age of
o institutions, pattern their church after

That' a Lﬁcz} of

2 of ‘ancient ruonarchy, and incorporate in
the Jbove relie of savagery—discipline fo prevent
rebellic almest unbelievable.

";z*egems»d the wonderful countrast of the
new theory of chur yeernment and the old when be said:
(In discussing 2 “Ba 'Z}f agresment,” presented to the con-
ference by the president of Seventies,) "They are as different
as oil and water, and will hot mix.” Which means that the
s popular government or legislation by the peo-
ple must vitimately go.

Pregident Smith

fi

President Frederiek M. Smith now has ‘supreme control
over bolh the spiritual and financial affairs of the church.
He ig editor of the official church publication and exercises a

strong aemsr&%s@. He calls and ordains all bishops who are
the custodians of the chureh finance. No one ean hold an
ofiice in the gerneral church, {(wor in any local chureh of con-
geguence nor 4 ‘missionary be sent without his personal
approval. He initiates all law ihrough purporied revelation,
and hag the power o appoint his own successor even though
he himself becomes A sinning fallen prophet. . In g ‘speech
in the recent conference he compared his sapmmﬁ direc-
tional control” to a like power of God in heaven.

This theory of church government clashes with all of the
truth that I heve ever known. It claghes with the spivit of
every sermon 1 ever preached. And if I should accept of it
I wouldd be-a traitor to you, my friends; T would be g traitor
to my wife and children; and I would be a traitor to my God.
Therefore, T can not and will not support it. For freedom
and justice and right are burned into my soul; and I intend
to fight this spirvitual tyranny as long as a vestige of it is
found anywhere in the world.”

WHAT SHALL IT BE?

A Delegate Conference?

Awn Elders’ Conference?

A General Assembly?

Much hes been said relative f{o this mest important sub-
ject which affects the manner of representation at our Gen-
eral Conferences. 'This question has been agitated a great
deal inthe Church of Christ in recent years and it 8 the
hope of the writer thal the present referendum will bring
us nearer to a solution of the problenm.

Many wohits
in favor of both the }}elevate and Genersl Aagbmb Iy propo-
sitions by their respective exponents, but very ltile has been
said in favor of the Kiders' Conference proposal.  Of espe-
cial note is the rather interesting and friendly article in the
Tarch of Truth for November, entitled the "General Assem-
bly, ¥ates wversus: Maloney, ete,” which speaks clsarly the
views of these Lwo brethren who with the writer were mem-
bers of the commitiee that prepared the ballot recently re-
ferved to-the churches. It is now the intention fo present the

i o

infaveasting th smvra heos xpressed. rece FET
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tions relative to the Delegale and General Assembly posi-
tions.
Briefly. We refer to the strong features of all three propo-
sitions, which is at least the keynote of harmony and pos-
sibly the means of complete harmony of all groups on the

guestion.
1st.. Regavdless of which ;}mg}{. iﬁ $&-ausured

will ‘be by vel-
i porvisions e
.

o

that final encciment of all impoyiar zi et
erendum of all the churches. Th
not on issue, they are a foregons conciusion. The real issue
before up is: whot shall be the moons fﬂﬂg}?mxfd to obtain the
proper referendumy wote? The rules set forth in Bill No. 2

relative to an E“"ﬁ@«* {;“ozﬁe,. ene v thHose ‘means and
sai’ev‘uat‘d every

‘lw

affeetmg the ﬂgnh, pr
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submitted to a referendum of all the churches for enactment
before their provisions shall be binding upon the church.”

The present Delegate System provides for legislative ac-
tion by referendum. If that is not true, then why didn't the
last conference legislate on the guestion of representation
instead of referring it? Why was Re-baptism referred when
over two thirds of the churches were represented by Dele-
gates at the October, 1929, conference? These and other
instances could be cited to stiow that referendum is just as
much a part of a Delegate Conference as now constituted
as it would be in either of the two alternate propositions.
So we find that the idea of our conferences not being “legis-
lative bodies” is not new with the General Assembly pro-
posal. )

We wish to refer to the views of Brother Yates as found
in the Torch for November on page 92 which states:

“The General Assembly as proposed is fair and just. It is
also practical, and presents the only ever devised
whereby the voice of dll the people moy be haod by their
direct vote upon all maiter thai affects the General Church.”
(Emphasis mine—C. L. W.)

%7y

The question arises as to, Why this statemeni in view of
the proposal as contained in the majority report ordered sub-
mitted by last conference, which contains the following pro-
vision relative to an Elders’ Conference?

“1. That such conferences shall not be legis e bodies,
but rather instructive, advisory, and administrative in their
nature whose prime motive apnd purpose shall be to provide
ways and means to carry into effect the measures enacted by
the voice of the people expressed through refersndum.”

Let us examine now some of the weak points of hoth the
Delegate and General -Assembly proposals,

A Delegate Conference as at present constituted provides
that representation shall be on the basis of one Delegate to
every six members, and an ex-officio vole of equal strength
to the eldership present. " Thus if elders come with delegate
credentials from several loecal churches, or as in some in-
stances representing an entire field of appointment and at
the same time have an ex-officio vote, they can control any
Delegate conference they attend simply by calling for the
delegate vote. It has become a practice under this t
for local churches to sgelect g delogates wmembers of the
Twelve and eldereship whom they know will be in attend-

ance at conferences, which resulls in giv

i too much power
a delegate vote

is called fails to give them the proper representation. This
evil:ghould be corrected, if the Delegate system continues.

1 agree with Brother Yates, in sentiment but not in actu-

ality, whetein be states, “as far ss the Tditor is concerned
be has enjoyved (71 about all of these splendid (7} Delegate
Conferences he ever expects to participate .in.—but how
aboul the abuses of the General Assembly if il carries?
Independence is the headquarters of the church. . Al that
place is the largest membership of all the local churches,
It is increasing in membership each year. The membershin
there have po long expensive journeys to make. in order to
reach the place of General Conferences. o expeases to pay
beyond their pormal lving expenses. Conseduently they
could - “Assemble” en wmass, while distant churehes would
have to be content with little if any representation, no voice,
no. deliberation, nothing except what is referred to them
after legislative action has been taken by the General As-
sembly for approval. . Conseguently the local congregation st
Independence can have a controlling influence on every gues-
tion considered.  They can swing the vote on any easure
they sponsor. They can decide in what form every measure
will be taken before it is referred. They can control the

General Church. They can elect beoards, committees, and
officers. ‘They can influence and carry every legislation that

does not need reference. . Do you want that? Yet if you
have a General Assembly as proposed, that will be the re-
sult. Mot because the Independence group would do it dis-
nonestly, but because of the circumstances which give the
priviiege -of attendance, at the disadvaniage. of those more
distantly located.

e Remedy?
Why?

Because it is the only kind ‘of conference authorized by
revelation.  (See Book of Commandments 24: 43))

Because the Eldership of the church is ¢alled of God to
represent the people, and are more in contact with the needs
of local churches, and can be more effectively dealt with for
misuse of representative privileges in local churches:

Beeause it provides for legisiation that is initiated by the
people, of the people, and for the people with the ‘protection
of referendum.

Becauge it provides that each loeal church shall be repre-
sentad by those who are acyuainted with its nesds, and not
by those who because of finaneial advantage can aitend, and
others can nol,

Because the Hilders Confe

Support the Elders’ Conference proposal

will only be instructive.

OF GENERAL INTEREST

We are sure you all would like to hear the news
comes into the office from the various parts of ¢
and we wish it were possibie for you to do so; bul since that
is impossible we will just do the next best thing and iry to
tell you the best part of it at least,

But-now I find I am in a dilemma; where shall I begin?
Well, perhaps the best way would be to start at the farthest
point away and work towards home, and so we will start
from the British Mission.

Letters from this mission, both Wales and England, are
very encouraging and while they were disappointed that
Brother Wood was not permitted to come and labor with
them this vear, still they are bl & with-a goodly dagree of
the Spirit of God in their work, and are pushinig outl to do
what they can for the Master’s Cause.

Aletter from the sister of Brother Tordoif who is isolated
from any saints of the Restoration, speaks longingly of the
time when some of our missionary force will find their way
to ‘her. . ‘8he sends. her contribution to the Temple even
though she is not a member of the Church of Christ at the

el el e

Bishop Beacham also sends a very encouraging letter, and
others send their countributions for the Lord’s house.

Very fine reports come. from Apostle Flint. He wrilés:
“I have had the busiest and most encouraging season I ever
had in all my life, nothing spectacular, but solid growth.!
He reports the Minpeapolis Church as a “live growing local
that bids fair to soon oulgrow their present hall”

Sister Sweern writes from Hamilton, Missouri: We sure
had wonderful meetings during Brother Flint's stay in Hanie
ii’mtn,“ and a letter from John T. Ford indicates the “‘wonder-
ful meetings” are still theirs to enjoy.

A letter from Centralia with baptismal certificates to the
recorder’s office, indicates that James B Yales iz still at
work gathering the sheaves from the harvest fields,

Clarence Wheaton - is in Ogden, Utab, struggling with
problems that must confront a missionary in that hotbed of
Mormonism. - In his recent work in Western Colovade, be
was gquite successful both in meeling those that opposed cur
work, and getting the pecple to listen, with the result of sev-
eral transfers and baptisms, and finally the ovganizing of a
[ P PRSP
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