“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of thg Holy Ghost.’—1 Nephi 3:187.
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STEPS IN THE WRONG DIRECTION

By L. G. Bager

Many people are greatly concerned lest the Church of
Christ make a step in the wrong direction. It is a good
thing that so many are concerned with keeping the church
in a straight path. However, there are other dangers. One
of them is that of carrying this concern to a point that
makes it destructive. Such concern may become a danger
in that it is focused upon something that means nothing but
worry over things of no consequence or importance, leaving
those things of real importance to go their own way.

It is a fact that history repeats itself. It is also a fact
that when a people have seen a danger of one kind, they are
apt to try to keep so far away from that particular kind of
thing, that they go to the other extreme. The pendulum
of a clock swings to one side or extreme just as far as it
will go, and then it starts to swing back to perpendicular,
but not stopping there, it swings on to the other side or
extreme. Just so with people. They see a danger from a
certain guarter, and in making a great effort to keep away
from that danger, they not only return to normal, but con-
tinue to go way past normal so far that they come to the
very opposite extreme, forgetting that one extreme is as bad
as the other. They are like the man on a mountain path-

way. IHe gees a rock above him that might fall and crush
him. He keeps his eyes on it, backing farther and farther

away from the danger of that falling rock, He is so con-
cerned with the danger of the rock that he fails to see the
edge of the precipice behind him until he backs over the edge
and falls to his destruction on the rocks below. He saw a
danger real or fancied, and in his efforts to avoid destruc-
tion, walked into a more real and present danger than that
which he tried to escape.

Just what may constitute a step in the wrong direction?
Is it in method? Is it in the color of the clothes we wear?
is it in the kind of lights we have in our place of worship?
Is it in the use of what we might term ‘“modern contriv-
ances” in the work of teaching the gospel?

Method can not be a wrong step unless that method is dis-
honest, or very specifically wrong in direction, or carried to
an extreme, The things we wear can not, s0 long as they
are worn in decency and decorum, lead us astray. The kind
of lights we have in our church are but a matter of conveni-
ence which we unguestioningly use because use and fa-
miliarity have made us so accustomed to them we never
think of gquestioning them. Strange to say, however, some
of the things which some people bold in horror and think

to be dangerous steps in the wrong dirsction ars no more
to be feared than electric lights and the furnace.

The usual reason given when objection is made to some
certain thing is, well, Jesus never used such things! Now

let us just consider where we will be led if we abstain from
everything which Jesus did not use:
We all, without question, wear our medern clothing, never
~asking whether it be right or wrong. Yet Jesus never wore
anything like our modern clothing. Fe never wore a corset,

jol

shoes of any kind, nor a hat
trimmed with feathers, birds, or flowers. He never wore a
tight-fitting bodice or silk hose. Well, you say, he was a
man! Yet you talk of women's apparel. Well then, he
never wore a pair of trousers, a vest, nor a plug hat, a cap,
nor yet a soft felt hat. Ie never wore a ticking contrap-
tion (note, modern contrivance) ]

high heeled shoes, or ind

called a walch, e never

collar or a fancy necktie.
penders, nor patent leather shoes, garters, nor most of the
other articles of men’s apparel worn today.

How can we accept without guestion these things and then
refuse to use others, for no stronger reason that there is no
mention of Jesus using such things in the Bible?

Jesus never preached in a house lit with electricity. Shall
we then refuse to preach or worship in a house with electric
lights? If we refuse to use the electrig, what kind of
lights shall we use then? gas, not oil lamps; no, not
even candles. We would have to > a dish something like
a gravy boat filled with stinking fish oil, and burning from
a piece of rag stuck i one end of it. That is what Jesus

Mot

Jesus never went to church in an automobile, street car,
nor walked on a concrete sidewallk. He never used a Bible
such as we have, because the Bible, as a collection of books
was nol even in existance, and the New Testament not writ-
ten at that time. What scripture he did use v not printed,
but written with a pen or brush. He did not have a church
paper. News was delivered by word of mouth, Printing
presses were at one time considered by the ultra pious peo-
ple as being of the devil, and they almost believed they
would sprout norns if they read whatl was printed on them.
If we use the New T use that which Jesus nor
his aposties never g in their wors
never used a fountaln pen, typewriter, plano, organ, and lots
of others things which we use without hesitation.

When I wrote the words pieno and orgon just now, I al-
most had to stop and laugh. Do you want Lo see the joke of
it? Well, I know of people, and undoubltedly so do you, who
accept as perfectly all right a planc or organ, yel they
would not think of 1 a guitar, cornet, clarinet, or any
other such wind or siring instrument used or played in the
church. Perhaps you don't see the joke yet.
feel that way about it yourselfl
organs were unknown at that time, aud could not po

stament, we

med of
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Perbaps vou
Well, listen, piancs and
sibly

have been by Je or his apostl but a guitsr

form of harp, and you don’t have to search far in the serip-
tures to find harps, instruments of brass,
string used in the worship of God in Bible i
one who does not want to see these things in the church?
An orchestra? Yet the funny part is, you are objecting to
that which was used for centuries of Bible history, and
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EDITORIAL

COLORED GLASSES DISTORT THE VISION

Of the late conference of the Church of Christ an observer
from the opposition writes thus:
P

“The proceedings as a whole were rather quiet, very little
debate, and most all of the delegates were of one mind as it
was a select delegation particularly arranged to take care
of the desires and wishes of those in supreme control.”

According to this writer, unity and oneness in the con-
ference on the Temple Lot was an evidence of collusion and
arbitrary rule. But what would have been the nature of his
report had there been considerable debate and a lack of
unity 7

Another writer in kind, reporting the conference held by
the opposition, says of it:

“The meetings of this assembly were characterized by
a oneness seldom experienced, especially one fraught with
such moment, the consequences of which all realized would
be far reaching, all presenf sensing the fact that we were
making history.”

Was this “oneness” the result of the “supreme control” of
one man from whose ipse dizit there must be no dissent?
Time will tell.

ITEMS OF INTEREST

Elder A. M. 8mith, Independence, Missouri, Dear Brother:
At a prayer meeting here in McClelland this evening, Brother
Carl Wilson Morgan was ordained an apostle under the hands
of James B, Yates and B. C. Flint. A wonderfully quiet and
sweel spirit prevaded the entire service, and as mouth
Brother Yates gave admonition and encouragement by the
Spirit to our brother. This message gave endorsement to
the truthfulness of the gospel, the divine call to our brother
to occupy in this sacred office, and to acceptance of God of
the work of the remnpant on the Temple Lot., The witness
of the Spirit was borne to all present, and a time of re-
joicing was had and a reluctance to call the meeting to a
close. The entire meeting was a beautiful acceptance by the
Lord of this our brother as his servant in the apostolic of-
fice,

I suppose I am a little slow in complying with the commit-
tee's request to go over the blueprints of the temple that
were submitted to us for our approval or disapproval, 1
have gone over the ones sent me as carefully as I am able
to do with my limited knowledge of counstruction, and it
seems to me that about everything called for in the plans,
as revealed, are there; in fact, I am actually astonished at
the magnitude and the accuracy of the drawings that you
have submitted. I have followed your instructions not to
exhibit them too freely, but those who have seen them are

astonished too, even fo the point of {in cases where the
divinity of the Temple project was doubted) to marvel and
an admission that they were beyond human possibility. I
feel that way myself; they are the final evidence needed to
prove our temple idea correct. Man of himself with the
limited knowledge of construction that our men, intrusted
with the work, have had could not produce such a work,
Personally I have absolutely no criticisms to offer. Your
brother in Christ, B, C. FLINT.

FAMILIAR TACTICS
The Lord once said, “Mine heritage is unto me as a
speckled bird, the birds
which may be truthfully said of the Church of Christ today.

round about are against her”;

Satan centers his attack where the greatest danger to his
cause exists, and when he can do nothing worse he fills the
air with dust to blind the eyes of those who are watching
the progress of the Lord's work.

FOLD US SAFFLY TO ’iﬂ?ﬁy BEEAST
By E. B. Trowbridge

Oh, great, good God of Israel,
We are weary and the path is dim.

You know how hard we've tried to serve thee
And follow in the steps of Him,

Who declared, “The yoke is easy,”
And the burden, too, “ig light.”

And how we've toiled with all our strength
To do the thing t'was right,

We have asked for help and guidance,
We have pled for judgment true,
We have constantly endeavored
8o our service pleases you,
But tonight our human failings
Seem to loom in dreadful size,
And it seems they number legions,
That they mount up to the skies,

Do you see our poor, weak efforts?
Does your work amount to naught?
Have we misunderstood your leadings?
Does our work amount to naught?

Are you disappointed with us?
"Have we failed to meet the test?
Must we still go on and struggle?
Can we find no place of rest?

Hear us, God in heaven, hear us;
It’s such a simple thing for thee,
Just to give a word of comfort
To poor mortals, weak like me.
And the way becomes much brighter,
And the heart aches lose their sting,
When we know you still are watching,
Safe to port our ship to bring.

Do we doubt thee, dear God, never!
Can we trust thee? Thee alone.
And we know your arm can shield us,

When we can not trust our own.
Oh, in tender love and mercy

Such as thou alone possess,
Help us in these hours of trial

Fold us safely fo thy breast,
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Mo, Jesus used a lantern and slides.. Why? Was
it because such a thing was immoral? Why, we all know
the main reason, and the only reason we know at all, was
that such things did not exist. Yet you find that Jesus did
use every known means of driving home his lessons. e
taught in parables. It was nol customary, so it would seem
by the wonder of the people about it, yet he taught that
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The objection is raised thal lanterns are used for shows.
That of course is true. But let us go further. Money is paid
for the sake of seeing the show. That is just as bad, yet
you bring your money to church., Few deeply religious
people belong to what is rightly terms a secret sociely
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obedience, etc.). Yet almost all secret societies use the
Bible. If such secret societies are evil, and they use the
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iry. 3 told this story as a true
condition a few years ago. “When the baby carriage first

appearance, pulpit and press joined in loudly de-
This new contraption,

made its
rouncing it as a device of
the baby carriage, so they said, was contrary to nature.
Women had always carried their babies. Let them continue
to do =o. It is natural for them to carry them, and un-
natural to use this fdew carriage. This defiance of nature and
use of this terrible thing will bring about a great evil. It
will break down the moral fiber of those who use them, and
of those wheeled in them. But the baby carriage was here
to stay. Today you may laugh at the fears of those people
who croaked, yet they had as much reason o ¢roak as we
do about some things.”

When the above came in on the radio, there was with me
the sales manager of a large manufacturing concern. He
said, “I will tell you one better than that, and T know this to
be a fact: In a certain town where I lived as a boy, it was
made a penal offense to own or to take a bath in one of
those new-fangled full-length porcelain-lined bath tubs. In
a neighboring town they were a little more broadminded,
they only barred the use of the bath tub in the winter.”

Jesus. said at one time, “Ye strain at a gnat and swallow
a camel” Yes, we object to the use of things which are
negligible and which even could be used for good results,
vet fall into other things that do us harm. Why, for in-
stance, should we spend so much time in digging up material
to prove that somebody made a great mistake a hundred
or so years ago? Can we ever hope to establish the king-
dom of God with the mistakes others have made? Nol! A
thousand times! If anything is of good report, that is
what will benefit us. If we must search back to the doings
of our predecessors, why not do so with enough charity to
see the good they did, and glory in that; see the blessings
of God they enjoved, and rejoice; see that measure of suc-~
cess they did attain, and pralsing God, go onward in faith,
to attain a higher, a sweeter, a more glorious measure of
success, greater blessings, richer triumphs, and more en-
during good than has yet been attained.

People have been converted to baptism, to the restora-
tion, to gifts of healing, to this or to that, and have not
understood and been converted to Jesus Christ. If the peo-
ple of the Church of Christ had been actually converted io
Jesus Christ, rather than simply to some doctrine or dogma
{not even suggesting that such are not good and necessary,
for they are), or to some man, or set of men, the various
leaders who have time and again led away God's people from
the straight paths would not have come into power, nor
would they have tried. The great trouble has been, we have
“strained at gnats and swallowed camels” whole. We have
preached incidentals more than the great central figure,
Jesns Christ. We have converted, and been converted to
men, to points of law (true law and teachings included),
but have failed to see above that law, above the man to Jesus
Christ.

The remedy? Why! To preach Jesus Christ. The people
at Pentecost did not cry, “What shall we do?” because bap-
tism and laying on of hands had been preached fo them.
MNo. They cried so because Jesus Christ had been preached to
them, and- they were enabled to see their need of some
means of coming to Christ. The apostles there preached
with a desire to create a need of Christ, not just a need of
baptism. Baptism followed as a natural seguence.

Let us concern ourselves with keeping in the right path,
rather than keeping out of by-paths. If we keep in the
right paths, we need not fear.

NEW TRACTS IN PREPARATION

Minority Rights, revised and enlarged, will soon be in
paraphiet form, containing a brief historical digest of the
Chureh of Christ.

Building the Temple, with historical sketch of the selection
and dedication of the Temple Lot, and the Messages of the
Messenger.

BECAUSE OF MY RECENT SICKNESS

I must s2ll my Forest Avenue (Independence, Missouri)
property at once. Seven-room modern house; hot water heat,
sleeping porch, -10x20; garage and work shop in basement;
lot 80x225; ia,i"ge chicken house, and lots of shade and fruit.
Only four blocks west of Temple Lot. Price, $5,000. Will
carry $3,000 in monthly payments. R. B. Trowbridge, 825
West Maple Avenue, Independence, Missouri,
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4 Remmnont “Remains”

During the first fourteen years of its existence, 1830 to
1844, there were no factional departures from the church.
Its unity and oneness wWas preserved until the death of
Joseph Swmith. When the great disruption occurred, and the
church was scattered under various leaders, one branch re-
fused to be moved oub of its place. That part of the origi-
nal body “remained” and to tkhe pest of their ability they
carried on in harmony with the original plan. Of that par-
ticular branch it has been written:

“7t qid not organize or reorgowize, but continued the
organization effected in 1830 by Joseph Smith and his fel-
lows., This was the Bloomington Branch in Illinois. The
life of this hranch reaches back to the early 30's, and after
the death of Joseph Smith, three other branches joined with
it in continuing the organization of 1830. These branches
were Tagle Creek, Crow Creek, and Half Moon Prairie.
These four branches amalgamated and in 1867 moved, as a
pody, to Independence, Missouri, and bought the Temple
Lot.”

“David Judy joined the church in 1831; Jedidiah Owen,
who joined about the same time. Owen and Judy having
been elders in the church since about 1832, and were both
among the Latter Day Saints driven from Missouri at the
time of the expulsion; Zebulon Adams, who had been a high
priest since about 1833; Dennis Burns had been a member of
the church for thirty years; John H. Page had been an active
worker in the church for about twenty-five years; C. E. Rey-
nolds had been in the church twenty-eight years; Granville
Hedrick, who had been al tnat time an elder in the church
twenty-four years; . W, Gifford had been in the church
about three years;Jas. Bradley, J. W. Frazee about four
years; Wm. Haton about twenty vears, his wife ahbout seven
years; John Hedrick and wife had been in the church about
eight years; Ann M. Hess had been in the church for over
twenty years; Nancy Bradley had been a member for about
twenty-seven years, and God had so blessed her that seven
of her children were members of the kingdom at that time.
There was one high priest and one of the guorum of twelve
and four elders that I can call to mind now. There were a

great many more members than those who held the priest- .

hood; ves, there was Brother A. (. Haldeman, who was an
elder also.

“So you can see we trace our authority in a straight line
back to 1830 platform, and did not form any new organiza-
tion nor reorganizstion, but simply united the scattering mem-
pers of the old church into a working organization and
pledged ourselves to continue to stand upon the platform of
1830, and we have endeavored not to waver from that posi-
tion, and you today see In us a portion of the old original
church, clinging to the pure principles and discarding all
ungodly impositions and doctrines that have been introduced
among Latter Day Saints.

“After the Church was got in running order the blessings
of God were manifest among the ehurch in a marked degree.

“Meetings were held and a paper was started in which to
lay our claims before the world. Granville Hedrick was
chosen to preside over the church, and God so blessed him
that he on several occasions revealed his will unto him. In
1864 the Lord told the church through Granville Hedrick
that the way would be opened up whereby the Latter Day
Saints might come back to Jackson County, and said that
the year 1867 was the time to start

“At the time of the giving of this revelation the Civil War
had not yet closed, and Iackson County was peopled by citi-
zens who were rabidly antagonistic, not only 1o Mormons,
put to Eastern people in general, and it seemed like courting
certain death for a Mormon to dare to come back to thelr
former possessions, but +he little band of the church was not
to be daunted. They fully helieved that the Lord could and
would open up the way for their return, although at that

time it seemed impossiocle.

“And they remembered that God had said in former com-
mandments that Zion should not be moved out of her place,
though her children were scattered, and also that a Temple
was to be reared ‘“‘on a spot lying westward from the court
house.”

“Accordingly, when 1867 rolled around it found members
of the church on their way to the land of Missouri. Sure
enough, the word ¢f the Lord had been verified. The way
was opened up, not only for the return of the scattered chil-
dren of Zion! but happy thought! not only might they dwell
upon this land, but before long the Temple Lot had been
redeemed from the hands of the world and was bought and
paid for by our members and once more was in the hands of
the church. Thus were the first steps taken by any part of
the church for the redemption of Zion accerding to the plan
God provided in section 98, i. e., by purchese.”—The Search-
Light, March 2, 1896,

Steps Toward Unity
The following official committee report and General Con-

ference action of the Reorganized Church in 1918 attests
the truthfuiness of the foregoing historical digest:

“Church of Christ”

“The following report from a committee on consultation
with representatives of the Church of Christ was read:

“During the dark and cloudy day that followed the dis-
ruption of the church, at the death of Joseph and Hyrum
Smith, and the apostasy of the leading elders of the church
at Nauvoo, Illinocis, there were many attempts made by the
disappointed saints to find safe ground, and the true light.
Several of these, seeking to find the better way, unpited to
form the nucleus of the reorganization of the church. One
of these groups of ocld-time Saints, which was striving to
honor the law revealed in the restoration of the gospel, was
located in Woodford County, Illinois. ‘As early as 1856 these
Woodword County swints sought to unite their efforts with
those forming the Reorganigation. KElders Granville Hed-
ric and Jedediah Owen, who had been elders in the old
church, were sent to represent them, and were accepted and
given the right hand of fellowship by the conference of the
brethren of the Reorganization. No definite union, how-
ever, was formed, and the Woodford County Saints continued
their work alone, gathering to themselves other elders who
nad received their ordination from the church, before the
death of Joseph Smith, among them being Zebulun Adams,
David Judy, John K. Page, and Adna C. Haldeman.”

About 1867 these with others removed to Independence,
Missouri, and organized or rather continued the branch or-
ganized by these brethren in Woodford County, Ilineis.
tder Granville Hedrick was the presiding elder untidl his
death. Subseguently the branch has been presided over by
elders who received their authority through ordination, from
these older and their successors; and have always maintained
an honorable name and place among men, and have held
their priesthood in righteousness before God.

At varipus times since 1855 efforts have been made by the
eldership of the Church of Christ and of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to form a work-
ing basis of harmony between them.

During the annual General Conference of April, 1885, held
at Independence souri, a commiittee consisting of Elders
VW, W. Blair, Stephen Maloney, and I. A. Rogers of the
Reorganized Church, were appointed to confer with a com-
mittee consisting of Elders Richard Hill, George P. Frisby,
and George : of the Church of Christ., A free ex-
change of views by both organizations was had and
a friendly discussion of the differences existing between
them conducted.

In 1897 overtures were again wmade by the elders of the

o]
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Church of Christ, and a joint committee composed of Elders
Richard Fill, John R. Haldeman, . Frighy, George
D. Cole, and James A. Hedrick of hrist, and

b

Elders Joseph Smith, Alexander § . May,
George B. Harrington, and William B, s Reor-

ganized Church. This group of men Cot a January
16 to 20, reaching a number of points of ¢

Again in 1900 another joint comin

ers George P. Frisby, Abraham L. Hartley, G il
Alma Owen, George D. Cole, and John I 1al

T £33
May, an

conferred

from March 6 to 11, They affirmed L
former committee with slight alterations
and adopted a further series of agreems
no permanent mutual working basis was
but a much better understanding of the grounds held by each
organization was gained.

During the latter part of the year 1917, a de
pressed by the Church of Christ for further conference upon
the guestion of a working basis of harmony, and accordingly,
on December 30, 1§17, a joint commitiee, composed of Eld-
ers George D. Cole, Clarence L. VWheaton, and James M.
Hartley of the Church of Christ, and Elders Francis M.
Sheehy, Walter W. Bmith, and Mark 8. Siegfried, of the
Reorganized Church, met. There were also present by
invitation of the elders of the Church of Christ, Eslie Staf-
ford, Thomas J. Sheldon, and Tsrael A. Smith, the latter
e rmer articles of

gire was ex-

acting as secretary of the meeting.
agreement were adopted with slight alterations and amenda-
tions. The whole ground of differences was reviewed in a
spirit of candor and brotherly solicitude for the welfare and
progress of Zion. Adjournment was taken to January 27,
1918, when an additional article of agreement, and a plan
for submitting these artic for the approval of the two
organization at the April General Conferences was adopted.

We rmaust vespectfully submit the following articles of
agreement adopted by the joint committee, and recommend
that they be adopted as the working basis of harmony be-
tween the two organiaztions:

Agreements of Working Harmo

1. Agreed, that we believe in the restoration of the gospel,
and the angel’s message through Joseph the Seer.

2. Agreed, that so far as the fundamental principles of
the gospel of Christ are concerned, both organizations be-
lieve the same, as per copies of the epitome attached.

3. Agreed, that the RBook of Mormon is a divine record,
and the redemption of Zion must be by purchase.

4. Agreed, that we indorse the revels
1835 edition of Doctrine and Covenants.

5. Agreed, that we indorse the revel
ter from Joseph Smith, the Seer, to W. W.
ing the “one mighty and strong,” d

6. Agreed, that we indorse the a1 5 Gl arriage and
of Clovernments and Laws in General, in the 1835 edition of
Doctrine and Covenants.

7. Agreed, that we believe that there are individuals in
the different factions who hold the prie thood.

8. Agreed, that where there ars six or more regularly
baptized members, any one of which is an elder, there the

183Z.

church exists.
9. Agreed, that an organization is necessary and such an

and the

will of
God enables them to attain to.

10. Agreed, that whenever a pranch exists the power of
church extension exists, when acting in harmony with the
law.

11. Agreed, that any man holding the pr and
possessing the proper qualifications, may be chosen by the

i 1004,

church, by acting in accordanee with the law to act in any
specific position.

12. Agreed, that faitl
God are the chief es
chsidec priesthood,

s and the call of
ession of the Mel-

13. Agreed, that in the opinion of this council, in order to
accomplish the work of the Lord committed to his people, it
ry for therm to unite in one organization, in har-

is necess

mony with the law of God.
14. Agreed, th ve city of Zion will be built at Independ-
ence, Missouri, and that the saints of God will gather there.
: iple of consecration is necessary

15. Agreed, that

1.
; of Christ requires that every
none are exempt from this law
of the living God, whether officer
a1l be equal in temporal things, and
der to be united according to the
time has fully
ve will labor to-
possible.
al gathering of
Tribes.”
, that Christ will reign personally upon the
earth, and the earth will be restored to its paradisical glory.
Agret that the question of who the one “mighty

tion until further revelation from God shall definitely deter-
mine who it is.

20. Agreed, that ihe doctrine of m for the dead (by
proxy) be not taught as a part of the faith and doctrine
of the uniess commanded by a revelation accepted
by the churc

21, Agreed, that what is known as the "King Follet ser-
am be not accepted as the basis

church

mon’ and the book of Abra
for docirine.

22. Agreed, that
Temple L.ot, whi
Hedrick and his s
change be made in i
23. Agreed, that al
nelief and praclice, t
members of C
the settlement as
time.

24. Agres
Reorganize
consist of me

e Church of Christ on the
1 over by HKider Granville
nall be continued, and that no

ustody of the Temple Lot.

0L

ther minor points of difference in

K st betwe the officers and
5. be left to the elders for
n council from time to

Church of Christ and the
Christ of Latter Day Saints
paptized by men holding
under the hands of the
ministry of Joseph Smith,
+nal faith of the church,
a8, both organizations
1 doctrine and

: lea] in their
herefore, be it mutually
tanding of the other as rep-
thood of each as
n of egch as equ-
ith the law.

whereas

er, and the

submitted
s, which are

Resolved,

to the Gener

o

s petween the Church
Jesus Christ of

proval 8
of Chr and the
Latier Day Saints,

rganized o of
71, Chairman.
ITH, Secretary.

or the Comimtiee.

FREDE

WALTE

April 6, 1818,
The report i

was adopted with but one dissenting vote.
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THE WAY THE INDIAN FEELS

By Florence Huawika

{Member of the Omaha Tribe of Indians.)

The yoke of a new dawn is upon us (Taxes). The tepee
for the Lamanites has blown down. His bow and ArTOwWs are
broken. The buffalo and the deer have vanished, likewise
his inheritance is now gone. He can not compefe with the
white man. This thought s expressed by an aged Indian
a short time ago. H sad it is for us to have been moved
back, and moved back, to give the white man more room.
All that is left is our traditions and our sacred songs. Once
a year we agssemble on the Powwow ground at Macy, Ne-
braska, where we renew our old friendships and sing the sa-
cred songs of our forefathers and dance our sacred dances,
and give thanks unto the Great Spirit for all the blessings
that have been bestowed unon us. And speak of our prophets

to the Happy Hunting Ground. We no longer have our buf-
falo meat and other wild game, and d vegetables to be
distributed among our people, as we had in days of old.
The wild game has vanished before the white man’s gun,
in his pleasure to kill, and the wild vegetables vanished be-
fore his plow, but still we call Nelraska our God-given
home. A home not made with hands or obtained by pur-
chase, but our inheritance from God.

ida (Missouri River),
and sees it flowing on and on, he stands on the bank won-
dering what his next step will be. Inic the river his doom.
The river is toward the ing Will something come
from the rising sun to deliver him? He is looking forward
to the Great Spirit for deliverance.

He still has his old religion but his children have taken
to many of the white man's religions. He wonders if it is
pleasing to the Great 57 y and prayers for things
he needed for sustaining life and giving thanks for things
he had received.

Before going to war or going out to hunt—and Indians
never hunted except for food and never took more than he
needed-—the Indians would go to the ioly Tent. First there
would be prayer, orders would be given. The Holy
Tent is gone. QGone the w man's house of relics
(museum). The Indis mourned for moons for
his lost tabernacle. because the Holy Tent
contained hig lav ! iz confusion. Now
in this mad rush for ce, much false
teaching and strange ¢ to the Indians.
Oh, America, the la £ the Indian
be oppressed?
white man calls Cod, :
and meat for our spirits, in due
and tribulations are

[

Meanwhile, diseases
white man brought

Today he is
e iz prison, and they
man’'s God bring him deliv-
give him a Holy Tent?
en he will be no longer
rungry or naked.

sick, he is hungry, he is na
visit him not. Wil white
erance? Will the white
He is looking forward
in prison, no longer sick, no

the

Dear white brother an
return for the inheri

The Indian is in hope of 2 place of abode where peace and
happiness shall reign forever, Where there will be no more
confusion. Where our campfire will burn brighter once
more. Where the smoke from our tepee will ascend from
the hill and dell. Where he can spread his buffalo robe upon
the ground under the stars. Where he can shake hands with
a man and feel and know that he is his brother,

HISTORY
of
“A BLESSED ASSURANCE”?

Our readers who have enjoyed the comforting message of
the poem, “A Blessed Assurance,” appearing in our issues
for June 15 and with “correction,” will be interested in the
history of the poem which is given in the author's own words
to one of our members, as follows:

“As you know, in 1928 as a result of my worry and ex-
perience as general church auditor, I had to spend nearly a
year in a T. B. sanitarium in Colorado. About a year ago
I had to return, and have spent the most of the last year
there again. My condition was such when I went to the
sanitarium this last time that for a while they would not
allow me to bathe myself. One night when I seemed to have
gotten to the end of my row I had a very remarkable
experience of which the little poem was the aftermath.

“One thing that put me back in the sanitarium was WOTTY.
I just simply couldn’t seem to get anywhere in the things
I had undertaken to do. My folks and some of my friends
had urged and urged me to simply forget it; that I had done
all that either God or man could ask, and that I ought to
quit worrying and drop the whole thing. Sometimes I
almost felt that they were right, and that perhaps 1 owed it
to my family to do as they suggested. On the night of this
most wonderful experience I ever had in ny life, as I lay
there in my bed, I sure was in the depth of despair. The
lights in the sanitarium had to be turned out at nine o'clock,
bul my room was on the south side of the hospital building,
and the moon made it almost as light as day. ¥From a west
window of my room, over the foot of my bed, I could clearly
see old Mount Cedar, my best friend and pal at Woodman
Camp. It was perhaps ten o'clock, and as I lay there in the
sweet silence, T was reviewing some of the things I have
tried so hard to do for God and the church in the last ten
yvears, and in dire anguish I cried out, ‘Oh, Lord, why have,
I had to come back here? You know I can’t afford it
You know how hard I've tried to do the things that are
right, the things you wanted done, and now here T am on my
back again. Why, oh, why did it have to be?’

“All at once there was a presence in the room. I felt it Just
as perceptibly as if the nurse or doctor had been in the
room standing by my bed. I felt so strong that I impulsively
sat right up in bed and a voice spoke to me in direct answer
to my question: ‘You were sent back out here for your own
salvation. You were wavering in the thing you had under-
taken fo do. You must stand just as firm as that old moun-
tain out there before you’ For nearly an hour a lot of
things were called to my mind that showed me very clearly
that I could not {no, nor did I want to) turn back, be the
path rough or smooth, dark or bright, pleasant or distasteful.
At the close of the experience a sacred charge was given to
me: ‘Your duty is straight ahead, in faith and in the strength
of Israel’'s God, which is your heritage’

“As I sank back into my bed, almost exhausted, and as
I pondered the wonderful feeling of the presence that had
been with me, the lines of the little poem, “A Blessed As-
surance,” were given me so clearly and impressively that I
wrote them the next morning, as it was against the rules
to have a light in our room after nine o'clock, only when
the nurse was wanted,

“From that day I began to make rapid recovery. I am
now at home again, in better health than I have been in
years, and there is scarce a day goes over my head that the
‘Blessed Assurance’ does not come back to me again and
again in force and power that ‘God does hear our prayers, he
knows our needs.” Sincerely, R. B T




