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Articles and Covenants of the Church of Christ

Following are the Articles and Covenants of the Church of Christ adopted by the Church April 6,
1830, and published in the first issue of The Evening and Morning Star June, 1832. We commend a care-
ful reading and comparison of these Articles with that which purports to be the same Articles found in
Doctrine and Covenants, Section 17. Particular attention is called to the warning in the fifth paragraph
against “adding to” or “diminishing from” the revelations of God.

“The rise of the Church of Christ in these last days, be-
ing one thousand eight hundred and thirty years since the
coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, in the flesh;
it being regularly organized and established agreeable to
the laws of our country, by the will and commandments of
God in the fourth month and on the sixth day of the month,
which is called April: Which commandments were given to
Joseph, who was called of God and ordained an Apostle
of Jesus Christ, an Elder of this Church; and also to Oliver,
who was called of God an Apostle of Jesus Christ, an Elder
of this Church, and ordained under his hand; and this ac-
cording to the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
to whom be all glory both now and forever. Amen.

“For, after that it was truly manifested unto this first
Hider, that he had received a remission of his sins, he was
entangled again in the vanities of the world, bul after truly
repenting God ministered unto him by an holy angel, whose
countenance was as lightning, and whose garmenis were
pure and white above all whiteness, and gave unto him com-
mandments which inspired him from on high, and gave unto
him power, by the means which were prepared, that he
should translate a Book, which Bock contained a record of
a fallen people, and also the fullness of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ to the Gentiles; and also to the Jews, proving unio
them, that the holy scriptures are true; and also, that God
doth inspire men nad call them ot his holy work, in these
last days as well as in days of old, that he might be the same
God forever. Amen.

“YWhich Book was given by inspiration, and is called The
Book of Mormon, and is confirmed to others by the rainis-
tering of angels, and declared unto the world by them:
Wherefore, having so great witnesses, by them shall the
world be judged, even as many as shall hereafter receive
this work, either to faith and righteousness, or to the hard-
ness of heart in unbelief, to their own condemnation, for the
Lord God hath spoken it, or we, the Hlders of the Church,
have heard and bhear witness to the words of the glorious
Majesty on high; to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

“Wherefore, by these things we know, that there is a God
in Heaven, who ig infinite and eternal, from everlasting to
everlasting, the same unchangeable God, the maker of
Heaven and earth and all things that in them is, and that
he created man male and female, and after his own image,
and in his own likeness created he them; and that he gave
unto the children of men commandments, that they should

love and serve him the only being whom they should wor-
ship, but by the transgression of these holy laws, man be-
came sensual and devilish, and became fallen man: Where-
fore, the Almighty God gave his only begotten Son, as it
is written in those Scriptures, which have been given of
him, that he suffered temptations, but gave no heed unto
them: that he was crucified, died, and rose again the third
day, and that he ascended into Heaven to sit down on the
right hand of the Father, to reign with Almighty power,
according to the will of the Father. Therefore, as many
as would believe and were baptized in his holy name, and
endured in faith to the end, should be saved; yea, even as
many as were before he came in the flesh, from the begin-
ning, who believed in the words of the holy Prophets, who
were inspired by the gift of the Holy Ghost, which testi-
fies of him in all things, as well as those who should come
after, who should believe in the gifts and callings of God,
by the Holy Ghost, which beareth record of the Father and
of the Son, which Father and Son and Holy Ghost, is one
God, infinite and eternal, without end. Amen.

“And we know, that all men must repent and believe on
the name of Jesus Christ, and worship the Father in his
name, and endure in faith on his name to the end, or they
can not be saved in the kingdom of God: And we know,
that Justification through the grace of our Lord and SBavior
Jesus Christ, is just and true; and we know, also, that Sanc-
tification through the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, is just and true, to all those who love and serve God
with all their mights, minds, and strength, but there is a
possibiliy that men may fall from grace and depart from
the living God. Therefore let the Church take heed and pray
always, lest they fall into temptation; yea, and even he that
is sanctified also; and we know, that these things are true
and agreeable to the Revelation of John, neither adding to,
nor diminishing from the prophecy of his Book; neither to
the holy Scriptures; neither to the Revelations of God which
shall come hereafter, by the gift and power of the Holy
Ghost; neither by the voice of God; neither by the minister-
ing of angels, and the Lord God bath spoken it; and honor,
power, and glory be rendered to his holy name both now
and ever., Amen.

“And again, by way of commandment to the Church, con-
cerning the manner of baptism; Behold whosoever humbleth
himself before God and desireth to be baptized, and comes
forth with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, and wit-
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BROTHER JOSEPH LUFF SPEAKS OUT LOUD

After years of silence on matters vitally affecting the
destiny of the Reorganized Church, of which he has been a
devoted member and representative for more than half a
century, Brother Joseph Luff reveals his “whereabouts” in
an interesting pamphlet of sixteen pages containing a
lengthy Foreword, four important spiritual communications
in prose, and three inspired poems. From the Foreword we
excerpt the following paragraph:

“One final word. In the receiving and writing of the con-
tents of this pamphlet, I neither saw a personage nor heard
a voice. There was no accompaniment of outer demonstra-
tion in any instance. My being was invaded with an in-
fluence or power of enlightenment and intelligent outreach,
such as I have become familiar with, and a peculiar con-
straint to write, from which I never was freed in any in-
stance till I had yielded to the urge, and which in each case
was followed with a feeling of restfulness and a happy con-
sciousness of having performed a good work, for which 1
felt, Oh, so thankful to Cod.”

The following verse from the poem, “Love's Warning and
Entreaty,” dated February 10, 1930, should cause one and
all to stop and consider:

“Oh, ye who trumpet Zion, list,
The arm on which you lean
Will fail of your expectancy
And leave you bare and lean.
The idols of your hope before
The coming blast will quail
And leave your misplaced confidence.”
It’s folly te bewail.”

Thirteen years ago, April 1, 1817, Brother Luff stood up
in the congregation of his brethren, and by the Spirit, sang
the “Song of Entreatry.” The fourth verse of that song
asserts:

“Who is wise shall learn my secret;
Whoso trust shall understand:
Wisdom with obedience walketh—

Faith with victory—hand in hand.
Ishmael shall not Isaac fetter,
Nor my temple build;
Uzziah's hand, my ark approaching,
Will be with disaster filled.”

-

A careful study of this poem, in connection with the de-
veloping history of the Reorganized Church, long ago con-
vinced the writer that it blasted the hopes of the saints that
they would some day build the Temple on the Sacred Spot.
It would be meaningless to attempt any other interpreta-
tion since this warning is directed to the Reorganized Church.
To the mind of the writer, the Ishmael is clearly identified
today. Just who may be the figurative Uzzah remains to
be seen. Recent developments in the Restoration movement
may soon disclose his identity to the surprise and dismay of
some.

We commend a careful and prayerful reading of Brother
Luff’s pamphlet. It is free to all who call in person and re-
quest it.

E. E. L.

OTTO FETITING WAS TREATED FAIR

Mrs. Inez Davis, Independence, Mo.
Independence, Mo. March 18, 1930.
Dear Sister Davis:

You were & regular attendant at the Special Conference
of the Church of Christ, held on the Temple Lot last Oc-
tober 6-14, and a close and unpiased observer of what was
said and done.

If you feel disposed to answer, what were your impressions
as to the attitude of the members of the Quorum of Twelve
present in particular, and the Conference in general, toward
Brother Fetting and his sympathizers?

We will appreciate an impartial statement from your point
of view. Very sincerely,

Editor Zion's Advocate.

Independence, Missouri,
March 20, 1930.
Editor Zion’s Advocate:

I am a member of the Reorganized Church employed in
the historian’s office. In order to get notes for this depart-
ment, I attended all the sesgions, but one, of the Church of
Christ conference in October, 1929.

I bhave never seen an opponent in forensic discussion
treated with more kindly consideration, and such evident ef.
fort at absolute fairness, than was Mr. Fetting and his asso-
ciates by his brethren of the Twelve. The debate on the
part of the Twelve was unusually free from personalities,
and I heard no expressions of malice or enmily. They were
not only willing but anxious that Mr. Fetting should have
every opportunity to present his position before the confer-
ence.

I have no personal interest in the issues at stake, but feel
it only fair to those involved to make this statement.

(Signed) Inez Davis,

SIGNS IN THE SKY

In the year 1910 when three comets appeared in the sky,
I was very much interested, on account of what my grand-
father told me when I was a boy, eleven years of age, that
when we see a comet, that is a sign that something is go-
ing to happen. He said it was an old saying that when
such signs appear in the sky it means war, famine, or pestil-
ences come to the part where it appears, and this was the
reason I wondered if there was anything to it. Then he
told me he saw a comet in the year 1870 when the war
broke out between Germany and France. Time went on
and in the fall of 1912 I was working in the Salt Works in
Baltair by Salt Lake. It was in the evening after quitting
time about 6:15 o'clock when the workers get their water
supply for families for the next day because there is no
drinking water at Saltair, and they have it shipped from
Salt Lake City by train in big tanks and fill it in small
reservoirs and after work the men get their supply in
water pails for the next day. So I was waiting for my turn.
There were five men before me and T turned toward the
west at the time for sunset, but the sun was already below
the horizen and the sky was clear and orange, not a cloud
to see and while I was looking T saw a wonderful big fig-
ure 1. T turped to those who were by me and showed to
them and while we were wondering about it, then a sign
painter could not paint it better, there came a 4 and after
this came an 8, and this fizure remained about fifteen min-
utes apare and in all it was ahout forty-five minutes before
they disappeared. I went and told the people and called
them out of their houses and after I filled my water pail
and went home and called my wife and children out and
the figure 8 was still in the sky, and while we were looking,
I heard a veice just as plain as a man would talk to an-
other “Behold the last year of peace” T could not under-
stand it, but when in 1914 in August the war broke out,
I knew and understood the meaning. Carl Bohn.
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EDITORIAL

STEWARDSHIPS—O0R ALL THINGS COMMON?

A sister writing to the editor asks us to “explain the dif-
ference between stewardships and having all things com-
mon.”

All things common in & scriptural sense, and stewardships
after a modern fashion, are as far apart as the antipodes,
and as dissimilar in character as is divinily and humanity.
In the divine plan, stewardships and all things common are
relative terms applied to ONE institution. There is but one
divine plan, while there may be any number of conflicting
human imitations.

The primary object of the Divine plan is to unify our self-
ish human natures by a process of amalgamation and elimi-
naton, in a lawful and orderly manner, in hich the principle
of common consent must play a part. Any system that
destroys the individuality will be a failure. The Golden
Raule, which is based on “the pure love of Christ)” must be
the dominant factor. Love is the free exercise of the Will,
without which there can be no “cominon consent,” and which
must precede all things common.

Stewardship implies oversight—directorship—supervision,
but in no sense does it mean dictatorial supreme directional
control. Every man is to be a steward over his own prop-
erty. But all men do not own property for various reasons.,
Stewardship or all things common guarantees to every one
an inheritance, so that there will be no rich or poor. Such
was the system in operation among the Nephites for one
hundred and gixty-five years. Drones and parasites will be
conspicuous by their absence.

IN THE BONDAGE OF 8. D. C,

The following letter from an old-time saint of well-known
integrity is pathetic. But despiie the shackles of bondage,
this good saint enjoys a spiritual enlightenment unknown to
the ones who wield the rod.:

March 2, 1930.
Dear Brother Editor:

I am taking the liberty of sending you a dream I had
March 1, 1880. You may use it if you think best. It may
ease some heart aches, only withhold my name and address,
as I am under the 8. D. €., and am perfectly helpless, 1
have seen that the Lord is with the church on the Temple
Lot, have seen the Lord's walchmen guarding it, and my
heart and prayer goes up for you. My dream;

I saw myself standing on the Temple Lot, There was a
path about three feet wide, well beaten, and a group of men
standing near. I said to them: I came here for a blessing.
Where shall I go? One of the men came to me and pointing
to the path said: “Follow that path; it will lead vou fo a
Jarge white tent. The priesthood is in session there. That
is the place.”

One year, $1.00; Six Months, 50 cents.

I followed this path which went straight north and came
to the large white tent. The door of the tent opened toward
the east. I heard them singing so I went in and a brother
came to me with a song book and was followed by a sister
who came and stood on the other side of me, and they both
held the song book and I stood between them and sang tog.
When the song was ended, T looked over the large audience,
and to my surprise, they they were elders from the 1860
church who have passed to their reward. I knew many of
them. An elder looked at me and smiled, and I knew he had
gone to his reward over fifty years ago. Then I knew it was
an inevisible priesthood that was looking after the interests
of the Church of Christ and the Temple Lot. Then I awoke:

“SCANDALY—WHO BY?

Under date of March 8, 1930, Otto Fetting sent out a cir-
cular letter calling for financial help, with which to oppose
the Church of Christ, and among other things, he said:

“Don’t pay any attention to the scandalous attacks made
by the Advocate and the Torch of Truth. We will let the
Lord deal with them. . . .

“Unless the Advocate makes a change, there will be a
paper published that will be free from Controversy. A
paper that will carry a message of Love to the people.”

Brother Fetting should put his hand over his mouth, and
say nothing about “scandalous attacks” He himself invited
the very thing of which he now complains. He has publicly
referred to certain of his brethren as being ‘“pin heads.”’
He has contributed o a certain periodical that was started
because the Advocate refused to publish a certain article
that contained “scandalous attacks” on some of the brethren.
He has supported the paper that was started objectively
as a free lance, and which has carried some very “scandalous
attacks” on certain men, including the editor of the Advo-
cate, and so far as we know, Brother Fetting has never
sald aught there at. Let Fetting chide that other publica-
tion for the scandalous attacks it has made before he enters
our sanctum with his eriticism, if he would gain the at-
tention of consistent people, and let him personally practice
what he preaches.

INDEPENDENCE ITEMS

At the annual business meeting of the local Church of
Christ, held on the Temple Lot March 3, 1930, Brother A. O.
Frisbey asked that he be relieved of further pastoral duties,
and Brother J. R. McClain was elected pastor for the ensuing
year. Brother McClain is a man of integrity with many
years' experience in church work, and his selection bespeaks
the welfare of the local church,

MERGER AND PROPHECY

Of late we have heard of a big oil merger, a great rail-
road merger, a bakery merger, and just now Dame Rumor
whispers something about a religious merger with “con-
cessions on both sides” We have a prophecy given to a
sister here in Independence about sixteen months ago fore-
telling such a state of affairs religiously. We are watching
developments with more than passing interest, as the
prophecy is being vindicated,

There’s always two sides to every question,
And the other man may be right.

Don't be too sure of your pet suggestion
Until you know the source of his light,
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Ownership and control of the Temple Lot is the over-
whelming strategetical position in the present status of Mor-
monism. On that point hangs the fate of all factions, for
without this “sacred spot,” which was “pointed out by the
finger of God,” NO faction or combination of factions can
ever hope to carry out the Divine purpose. “I am the Lord,
I change not,”’ applies as rigidly to the building of the Tem-
ple as to any other part of the Divine plan. E. E L,

THE PROPOSAL OF THE TWELVE, SUBMIT-
TED TO THE REFERENDUM OF ALL
THE CHURCHES IS APPROVED
‘We hereby report to all the Churches of Christ, through
the columns of the Advocate and the Torch of Truth, the
results of the referendum in regard to the transfer of mem-
bers from other factions of the Restoration on their original
baptism. The results should set at rest the minds of all on
this important question. It not only answers the inquiring
mind concerning the Fetting innovation, but maintains the
position of the Church of Christ, of years’ standing, that
the Temple Lot and the remnant thereon, is the place where
the New Jerusalem is to start. The ministry of the church
can again go forward with their message of love and recon-
ciliation to the honest in heart of the various factions of
“God's’s broken heritage,” and invite them to the haven of

rest and refuge that has been offered to others.

We hope that this will also serve o reconsile some to the
church who have fallen inte the error of rebaptism, and
laying aside this unseemly schism, put their shoulders to
the work with the church, that the Temple of the Lord may
be built, that Zion might be redeemed, and a people pre-
pared for the coming of Christ.

We give the results as follows, by local churches and then
of individuals:

Local Church Yes No
HEast Delavan, Wisconsin ... 6 0
Morgantown, West Virginia ... 7 0
Grand Rapids, Michigan ... ... AT 0
Holden, Missouri ..o 4 7
De Kalk, TIHDois ... 11 0
Madison, Wisconsin ... [ 0
Andrews, Nebraska ... 7 0
Minneapolis, Minnesota ... .30 0
McCleland, Towa ... i2 0
Hamilton, Migsouri .. 25 ¢
Independence, Missouri ... ] 40
Lamoni, Towa ... ... T 5
Logan, Ohio ... 2 O
Douglas, Arizona ... 18 0
Fort Scott, Kansas ... 3 0
Black River Falls, Wisconsin ... 8 0
Providence, Rhode Island 0
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 1
Malad, Tdabo ... o a
Denver, Colorado (unorganized) ... 0
Gloucester, England ... 0
Port Huron, Michigan 0
Elenboro, Wisconsin ... 0
San Diego, California 0
Idain Tregaron, Wales .. 0
Sandpoint, Idaho ... MNeutral
Knobnoster, Missouri (Warrensburg local) .o, 5 o

Secattered Membership
Eooxville, Tennesses ... 2

Thurman, TOWER ..o v — 2
Tampa, Florida ... .. 1
Owen Sound, Ontario ... 1
Bisbee, Arizona .. ... .. 1
SBalt Lake City, Utah .. 1
Greenville, Tlinois ... 1

Total vote todate ... 345 53

In addition to the above report, we received reports from
two other groups.

Baint Joseph, Missouri, voted 37 No, 20 Absent. This list
can not be counted with the regular list for the reason that
persons rebaptized contrary to Conference action were per-
mitted to participate in the vote. We regret that they did
not follow the instrucion of the Twelve following the con-
ference in this matter,

However, the rebaptism group at Independence exercised
greater wisdom. They and their sympathizers voted sepa-
rately; those rebaptized cast their vote of 16 against the
Qrorum of Twelve’s proposal. These can not be counted
either, But to be fair to them, we give a report of their
action.

‘While we realize that all the churches have not reported,
and that other returns may come, yet the results will not be
changed materially. The majority of local churches have
volted as you will note from the above tabulation. A sup-
plementary report will be given later, as it would not be
fair to any members to refuse his or her vote on this gues-
tion, Sincerely,

. L. Wheaton,
Secretary of Twelve.

BROTHER WILSON SEES THE “MESSENGER”
November 4, 1929.
Dear Brother Wheaton:

I am writing to tell you of a spiritual dream that I had
concerning the Temple. This dream ~was given me the
night of November 2, 1929, and the following is the story
of the experience that I had:

I was in a conversation with you and Brother James E.
Yates. We were talking about the Temple; the time of its
beginning, and the time when it would be finished. While
thus engaged a man drove up in a Ford car on the west side
of the house. The man got out of the car and came info
the house and upon introducing himself said that he was
Otte Fetting, and asked me if my name was Wilson, to
which I replied, “Yes.” He told me that he wished a private
conversation with me, and as he walked by the table he
laid two tracts upon it; one white and the other blue; and
said, “There is your information.” We went into the south-
east room, and Brother Fetting said, “Turn out the light.”
This T refused to do and I said, “No; I do my work in the
light,” and pulled down the shade instead.

The first question I asked him was, “Why were you bap-
tized?” To which he replied, “Some of the ministry of the
Reorganized Church did not know that they were called fo
do the work, so it is best to be baptized by the right ones.”
We returned to the fire with the rest of the company and
he said, “I must go; I have over a hundred miles to go vet,
for I am out of money and have only enough gasoline to take
me back.,” I gave him some money and invited him {o stay
all night with us. He accepted my invitation, and as he
had had no lunch, Esther prepared a lunch for us, and we
all ate. After we were through eating, Brother Fetting said,
I am tired and would like to go to bed” To which I re-
plied, “We always have prayer before retiring, you read
some chapter from the Bible.”

After he had done so, Brother Yates led in prayer, and
was followed with prayers by you, then Brother Fetling.



ZION'S ADVOCATE 56

As it came my turn to pray, and was praying, the Spirit
rested upon me, also the gift of tongues. I prayed in tongues
and Brother Fetting exclaimed, “I see the light and the
Messenger!” I opened Iy eyes. Before me stood the Mes-
senger clothed in white and with power and great glory.
He began talking to me. This is what he said:

“The Temple will be built. The plans as given are cor-
rect. The Temple must be built by sacrifice, not by promise.
This work is the work of all the church who wish to receive
the endowment.

A balcony shall be built around the north, south, and east
sides, seating many people. The inside of the building must
be built of the finest stone and polished and fitted with great
care, for this is the Lord’s work, not man's. The building
shall be finished on the inside before the stones are laid.”

At this point I asked, “What is the purpose of complet-
ing the inside first.”” To which he replied:

“This is the hastening time, in which much is required of
us, and the endowment is necessary that we may preach the
gospel under the power of the Holy Ghost as did the servants
of old.”

“The roof shall be rounding, the plans of which will be
given later. The corners of the cement shall be reinforced
with steel around the corners. The plans given to Clarence
Wheaton are correct.

“The Spirit saith to my people, ‘Fear not, for the Temple
of the Lord shall be built in a time of great tribulation; in
the days of sorrow and deception. Fear not, the Lord will
guide you in the work that shall be yours to accomplish,
for Zion must be established. Amen.’”

After this experience, Fetiing wished to take me into
another room, but I refused to go.

I awoke from my dream. The light which I had seen in
my dream or vision was still in the room. I dressed and
went out doors. This was at 12.30 a. m. I stayed out of
doors till 2.30 a. m., and the light still remained with me,
but upon going baek into the house, the Messenger spoke
to me and said, “Write what was shown you in the dream,
for it is for my people.”

I know 1 saw the Messenger, heard his voice, saw his form,
and his glory. I know the light was with me for two hours
afterward. May the Lord help you and keep his children
from the evils that confront them, and may they not be
entangled in the snares of the wicked one is my prayer.

Vour brother and colaborer in the cause of right,

Charles H. Wilson.

ADDITIONAL REFERENDUM VOTES

The following reports on the referendum were received
after this issue of the Advocate was in Lype:
“Centralia, Washington
5—Yes; 18—No; 41-—Absent.”
This report, like many others, shows a deplorable apathy,
sixty-four per cent of the membership being absent.
The secretary of this church appends the following note:
“There was considerable discussion on the matler before
the vote was taken. This discussion clearly brought out the
fact that the members are opposed to rebaptism, but could
not accept this document. If the question of rebaptism had
come pefore this church in the proper manner, they would
have voted against it without argument. However, this
document is so patently inconsistent in its time lmit of 1926
and ambiguous provisions that we could not endorse it.”
“Flint, Michigan
19-—Yes; None—No; 33—Absent.”
These reports bring the total vole to 369 Yes, and 71 No.
Editor,

A PLEA FOR UNITY

I would like to write a few words to all of God's loving
Children,  who may be like myself, (or at least many of
them) heartsick and disgusted at the way God's word is
being juggled.

I well remember when Elders A. M. Baker and R. L. Fulk
were holding a series of meetings on the site where the
Taylorville Post Office now stands. It was in the latter part
of June, 1814. T was a child of the world then, and par-
taking of many of the evils that were abroad in the world,
and not professing to be a Christian. It was much easier to
partake of the evils than to resist them.

I knew at the time that I was not living as I ought tfo.
Living and working in the midst of Mormons, as we used
to call them, I had their doctrines and beliefs very much
drilled intc me, and I thought at the time, that if they were
as they represented themselves to me, these people were the
best living Christians with whom it had been my lot to
come in contact.

I, therefore, resolved to go and hear their preachers, and
was very much in favor of their preaching.

One night Brother Baker, in his remarks, said that they
did not want to take anything away from anyone that was
good, but for us to hold fast to that we had which was good,
but if we heard of something else that was good or belter
not to neglect to add it to that which we already had. I
thought this remark was a practical remark and on the next
Sunday morning, July 4th, I told my wife that I was going
to ask for baptism. She said that if I was she was going
to be baptised with me. We therefore, asked for baptism,
and that afternoon were baptised into Christ and later con-
firmed members of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latier Day Saints. We were happy in our new found
home., We worked and studied to make ourselves worthy
of that which we had espoused.

In fact I was so sincere and in earnest in what I believed
that I was elected District Superintendent of Sunday
Schools in the Central Illinois District and how I fulfilled
that office can be vouched for by Brother Baker or Faulk, or
any of the members of that District. I am not afraid to
leave the verdict with them. That was within six months
after being confirmed a member of the Church. In March of
the year 1916, I was ordained to the office of Teacher, and
on the 4th day of February, 1923, to the office of Elder,

But two years later the clouds began to gather and in
April, 1925, that enormous monster, Supreme Directional
Control, began its career. Supreme directional control is
a power which, in my opinion, no man in flesh and blood is
worthy to have bestowed upon him, and no man in flesh and
blood, who has s desire to do justice to his fellow man (my
opinion again) would allow any man, or body of men, to
to place that responsibility upon him, for no man is infallable
or without sin.

We can not deny that Supreme Directional Control caused
great disiress in the Reorganized Church, and much bitter-
ness among its members. I have no wish to criticise, or con-
demn too severely the ones who may have been responsible
for it’s adoption for the simple reason that I can now see
that it, or something like if, had to come to awaken us to
our responsibilites, to make us read and study for our-
selves, for since this pet reptile has been introduced inmto
the Church it has caused me to read farther back, yes, even
to the very beginning of the Church History. In reading
and studying the History of the church, and opinions of
others that have also delved into things of the past, I have
been very much enlightened. I do not wish to go into great
details for this has already been thoroughly accomplished
but investigation reveals to me that immediately after the
organization discrepancy crept into the Church causing as
much unpleasaniness, and as great a division in membership,
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12:2: “The Lord has looked upon you and your brethren,
and has seen the humility of your souls, and your desire to
carry out the instructions that the Lord has given you from
time to time, and thus for your work has been accepted of
the Lord.”

The Messenger had informed us in visit 6: 2 and 9: 8 that
there was a greater work before us than the huilding of the
Temple, and that was to prepare a people. Then, the great
work before the Church of Christ was the preparation of the
people, and the work of building the Temple was secondary
to it. When the Messenger said, “Your work has heen ac-
cepted,” it is not reasonable to think that he would refer
to the secondary work only, and ignore the greater work.
It is plain that if the Messenger did say that our work had
been accepted, it referred to the entire work of the church.

Attempts now being made to deny this, and apply it only
to the work of the Building Comimttee or to the Twelve are
futile, as you will find that when certain persons are intended
it 'so specifies. For example, verse three: “The plans as
shown as drawn by your brtihren,” can apply only to whal-
ever brethren had drawn the plans being referred to. Also
verse 12: “Send this message to your brethren, THE
TWELVE, first. . . .7 Unless the word brethren applies Lo
the prethren of the church generally, it specifies in some plain
manner just who is intended.

In the same verse we have a contradition: “Contend with
no man, only contend for the truth. . . .” First, don’t con-
tend at all; then, contend for truth. Don’t contend with a
man, yet contend with him for truth! We can not contend
against nothing, and you wouldn't contend against an inani-
mate object, so if you contend for truth, you must contend
against whoever contends against truth.

Now verse 4: “Behold the Lord has rejected all CREEDS
AND FACTIONS OF MEN, who have gone away from the
word of the Lord and have become an abomination in His
sight . . .

We have been led to believe that the various organiaztions
of the Restoration were “Factions of the Church of Christ.”
Furthermore, we have the word of the Lord to sanction that
claim: revelation to J. B. Yates given May 1, 1927. See Ad-
vocate for June, 1927, page 63.

“By the Spirit in the hearts of all those who truly feel
after me, I HAVE BEEN WITH THE VARIOUS BROKEN
FACTIONS OF MY CHURCH to bless and to comfort and
to shield my people from much of the power of evil.”

This Twelfth Message speaks of “Factions of MEN,” and
not of “Factions of MY church.” Hence, whatever message
might have come under such address could not apply to those
in the factions of the Church of Christ.

“Therefore, let those that come to the Church of Christ be
baptized, that they MAY RID THEMSELVES OF THE
TRADITIONS AND SINS OF MEN.”

“Let those then come” is future, and can not be made, by
any stretch of the imagination, to mean past. You can look
in any dictionary you wish to take, and you will find that
“come” is always in the FUTURE TENSE, excepling when
it is used with some other word such as has, had, have, etc.
Fwven if we were to accept this part of this alleged visitation,
no interpretation of it would be reasonably possible, apply-
ing it fo persons already members of the Church of Christ.
Furthermore, it would be almost as impossible to apply it
to any who have properly and legally come into any recog-
nized part or faction of the Church of Christ. They “have
come,” while this refers only to “those who come,” future
tense.

“Be baptized THAT THEY MAY RID THEMSELVES OF
THE TRADITIONS AND SINS OF MEN.”

Visit 1:9: “He said HE [the Messenger] WOULD NOT
HOLD US RESPONSIELE FOR THE MISTAKES OF OTH-
ERS ..

Verse 10: “He said, I WILL HOLD OTHERS RESPON-
SIBLE FOR THEIR WORK in their day.”

Here is a direct contradition. The Messenger in February,
1927, said we were not to be held responsible for other men’s
mistakes {sins, errors, and if traditions are in any sense
mistakes, then traditions also), yet here is an alleged visit
in which it is alleged we are now made responsible for other
men’'s sins and traditions. Has God changed? Has the Lord
c¢hanged his mind about it? Is truth different in July, 1929,
than it was in February, 19277 Paul said in Galatiansg 1:
8-9:

“But though we or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now agani,
If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye
have received, let him be accursed.”

That is a serious arraignment. Whether man or angel
comes to us with something different from the BScripture
doctrine, “Let him be accursed (man or angel).” Pretly
serious, isn’t it? Here is a new kind of baptism we never
heard of before: “Baptism to rid themselves of the traditions
and sins of men.” These men f{ry to tell us that they are
teaching baptism for remission of sins. If so, then why in
the world don’t they come out and admit that the provision
in the alleged Twelfth Visitation is faise, because that does
not teach baptism for the remission of sins, It teaches bap-
tism to rid themselves of the traditions and sins of men. To
be honest, the person who claims to believe that portion of
that document to be irue, must teach baptism for the tradi-
tions and sins of men. If they don't believe such a doctrine,
why in the world should they try to defend a document which
does teach it? How long will men continue to defend a
thing they don’t believe?

There is another point in regard fo the issue:

Did you ever stop to consider that already God seems to
he moving to replace those who have, like Joseph Smith, gone
too far? Since the ammended message, now called the
Twelfth, has been given to the church, God has sent his
Messenger to two, and I believe three other men. Those men
are Apostle Wood, see Advocate for November, 1929, Apostie
C. 1. Wheaton, see same Advocate, pages 156 and 153. Also
I believe a brother in the West or Southwest either received
a visit or at least evidence of that which was received by
C. L. Wheaton. Is God already moving to place new men in
this sacred position? The Messenger said there would be
changes in the men who would help. (Visit 11:12.} One
thing is notable: Here are two men who have BOTH had
experiences with the Messenger, while Brother Fetting is
the only one of the old committee we have ever heard say
they had seen him nor heard his voice.

1t is being urged that to reject the Twelfth Message would
mean a rejection of all the Messages. When we reject the
work and revelations of Joseph Smith relating to high priests
and a First Prseidency, the name of the church, ete,, does
that mean that we reject all the rest that he gave us? If so,
then every minister of the Church of Christ has been making
the same denial all these years.

There is art sublime and graceful
In the meadows by the way,
Where the sparrow builds her mansion,
And the curlew sings his lay.
‘Where the flowers of many colors
Deck the landscape with their hue—
‘Where the artificial artists
Only imitate the true.

“He who forsees the approach of “evil or its consequences
upon his fellows, and fails to give timely warning thereof,
is an unfaithful watchman, and must share, as he deserves,
the distress of his vision,’-—Joseph Luff.




ZION'S ADVOCATE 63

ORIGINAL ARTICLES

BAPTISM AND THE TWELFTH MESSAGE
By Elder Willard J. Smith

“Tn the Sixth Message, page 7, second paragraph, Brother
Fetting is told to “Take this message to your brethren who
have obeyed the gospel. Many will believe it, bul some
will reject it, because darkness has clouded their mind;”
ete., ete.

Question: To whom was he directed to take this Mes-
sage? Answer, “To your brethren who HAVE OBEYED
THE GOSPEL.” Those “Brethren” were not brethren in the
flesh, but “Brethren” in the Church, made “Brethren” by
reason of their having “Obeyed the Gospel.”” The GOSPEL?
What is the Gospel? Answer, It is the power of God unto
salvation.—Rom. 1: 16. This being true, then those people
unto whom Brother Fetting was to take the Message, by
virtue of their having “Obeyed the Gospel” were in a saved
condition; and of such Paul said: “Moreover, brethren, I de-
clare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which also”
(ye may be saved if only ye shall be Re-baptized?) Oh,
No! but “By which also YE ARE SAVED if ve keep in mem-
ory what I have preached unto you, unless ye have’ (neg-
lected to be ReQbaptized?) No! Not right yet; but “Unless
ve have believed in vain.”—1 Cor. 15: 1, 2.

Mo need then of Re-baptizing those who had cbeyed the
gospel in Paul's day, a3 they were “Saved” without it, if
keeping in memory the gospel as he had preached it to them,
and which also they had “Received, and wherein ye stand.”

How beautifully this harmonizes with Paul’s instruction to -

the Hebrews wherein he said:

“Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ.”
—-Leaving does not mean “Rejecting,” but a getting away
from those initiatory rites and going on to perfection, as the
Apostle explains.

“Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ,
let us go on unto perfection; not laying AGAIN the founda-
tion of repentance from dead works, and of faith towards
God, of the dectrine of baptisms and of laying on of hands,
and of eternal judgment; And this will we do if God per-
mit.’—Heb. 6: 1, Z.

The foundation of a trusting faith in God is the hearing
of the word of God; for “How shall they believe in him of
whom they have not heard?” “For with the heart man be-
lieveth unto righteousness.”—Rom. 10th Cpt.—and Paul re-
fers to this “Foundation of repentance from dead works and
of faith towards God,” as he here explains it-—the foundation
of Repentance and faith;-—put The Doctrine of Baplisms—
in the plural. Leave these initiatory rites and go on to per-
fection. Not that they should dismiss these inifatory prin-
ciples from their minds and abandon them, bui get away
from them by having your lives absorbed in the Christ life
and thus “Go on to perfection.”” For there is but “One Lord,
one faith, one baptism;” hence this idea of the *“doctrine of
baptisms,” plural, contradicts Paul's statement of “One Bap-
tism,” which was and is a fixture in the Church of Christ
both in Paul's day and now: and is the initatory rite by
which we become adopted Sons and Daughters into the
family and fold of God!

Let us examine this matter a little further. In the fifth
chapter of Paul's letter to the Hebrews he argues the ne-
cessity of those Hebrews attaining a higher spiritual develop-
ment. They had seemingly gotten away from those essen-
tial matters of the Christian philoscphy to the extent that
they had need that one “Teach you aga'n which be the first
principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as
nave need of milk, and not of strong meat.” Hence the

necessity of higher attainment and getling away from those
initiatory principles by virtue of which they had been brought
into the kingdom of God; for these being initiatory were but
the first steps toward a perfect life. Therefore, Leave these
now and go on to perfection; not that they were to reject
those principles and throw them away as of no worth, and
thus abandon them, but as the Racer flies from the starting
place to the goal, so now Leave these and “Go on to perfec-
tion; for to haggle over these principles as the only necessity
for salvation is a wrong conception; hence, Leave these now
as you, by reason of having obeyed them, are adopted into
the kingdom of God, and Go on to perfection, that you may
attain to a holy life, for without holiness no man can see
God.

But the cbiector will say: “Is not faith and repentance
principles of the doctrine of Christ? And must we leave
them also?” o, for without faith it is impossible to please
God. Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God.” (Romans 10:17.) Hence after hearing the word
of (God, Faith bscomes so interwoven into the divine at-
tributes of the soul that it becomes a permanent fixture
therein, and is necessary in order o go on to perfection;
and is the key by virtue of which the penitent believer may
look up to the King of kings and pierce the dark cloud of
human guilt and roll it back from the face of God. Like-
wige repentance is a necessily in the Christian warfare, that
we may ultimately attain unto a perfect life, For, “All have
sinned and come short of the glory of God”; and ‘““There is
not a just man upon the earth that doeth good and sinneth
not.” Hence the eternal fixity of these two principles; for
be it remembered that principles are eternal and unchange-
able. And what man is he that is honestly seeking to serve
God, who, when he makes a mistake in life will not bow
down before God and say with repentant tears, Father, I
have sinned and am no more worthy to be called Thy son;
put if Thou wilt forgive me, by Thy Grace I will try harder
in the future to overcome the evils of my nature, and eventu-
ally attain to the measure of the stature of Thy well beloved
Son, even the fullness of Christ. And feeling the sweet
influence of the Spirit of God, the Seal of his adoption, he
enters anew the struggles of life.

But let it be observed that it is not the continuance of these
two first principles that the apostle discriminates against,
but the “Laying AGAIN the foundation of repentance from
dead works, and of faith towards God.” The Emphatic
Diaglott gives it this way, which makes it more plain: “Not
again laying down a foundation for reformation from works
causing death, and of faith in God; of the doctrine of im-
mersions, and of the imposition of hands, and of the resurrec-
tion of the Dear, and of the alonian Judgment.” These
“works causing Death” were such as the Hebrew saints
were indulging, and if persisted in would constitute a foun-
dation for a repentance from these dead works, “from works
causing death, and of faith in God; the doctrine of im-
mersions,” etc., ete. And, “For even when you ought, by
this time, to be teachers, you again have need of one to
teach you certain First Hlements of the Oracles of God'
—Emphatic Diaglott. “Therefore, leaving the first principles
of the doctrine of the Annointed One, we should progress
toward maturity; not AGAIN laying down a foundation for
reformation from works causing death, and of faith in God;
of the doetrine of immersions, and of the imposition of
hands, and of the resurrection of the dead, and of tihe
aionian Judgment.” No such a thing as AGAIN being bap-
tized to rid themselves of their sins, or the sins of others,
but leave these “dead works,” or “works causing death,”
and “Go on to perfection.” This was Paul’s philosophy (and
1 prefer it rather than Fetting’s), and there was no such
a thing as a repeating of the act of their former baptism,
or of these Flebrew saints being rebaptized even hinted at.
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some have thought. For it must be borne in mind that at
the time John wrote his Revelations, no such thing as the
Holy Bible existed. Our authority for this statement is as
follows:

“The application of the word Bible, as a distinctive term,
to the collected books of the Old Testament and New Testa-
ment is not to be traced further back than the fifth century.”
— William Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible, 1867 Edition.

This being true, then, we can readily see that John's
testimony given in the first century (A. D. 86) could not
apply to a series of “collected books” compiled in the fifth
century, or four hundred years later. Thus we find that to
apply this passage in such a manner as that used by those
who oppose the Book of Mormon is an error. The term
Bible or Biblia is of Greek orvigin, and means “small books”
therefore we may safely conclude that the Bible is a collec-
tion of “small books” bearing upon one subject, that of
man’s relationship and spiritual life with God. To continue
to add to such a collection of corelated subjects, other sacred
writings from the pens of inspired men would not by any
means do violence to the thought expressed by John. But
to add to or diminish from his book of Revelations would be
an act of violence that would well merit the penally men-
tioned.

Pursuing this subject further, we call attention to the fact
that if the conclusion reached by our opponents, as applied
to Johm's testimony, is true, then we would be compelled to
reject all of the New Testament and all but a very small
portion of the Old. Attention is now called to Deuteronomy
4:12: “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command
you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it.” According to
historians this book was written 1451 B. C., prior to which
time only four books of the Old Testament were written. If
the same conclusion is true of this statement made by Moses,
as applied to the whole coliection of small books of the
Bible, based upon the words of John, we can readily see that
the world would be deprived of some of the most sublime and
inspiring passages of scripture to be found. Again we call
attention to Deuteronomy 12:32: “What thing soever I
command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto,
nor diminish from it.”

The honest inquirer may well say, “If the interpretations
placed on these scriptures are not correct, then what do
they mean?” To answer this guestion it is necessary to
call attention to the other scriptures that were used to sup-
port this theory advanced in the Confession of Faith. We
will now examine them in their order, beginning with 2
Timothy 3: 15, 17.

“And that from a child thou hast known the holy scrip-
tures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

“All scripture is given of God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness:

In this connection we call attention to the fact that this
gospel “should be preached in his name among all nations”
{Luke 24:47), that God “is no respeclter of persons; but
in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteous-
ness is acceptable with him” (Acts 10: 34), and that “every
good gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father
of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning” (James 1:17). This being true, then for God to
be true to this characterization of him, and fo his people,
then it is only logical for us to concluds, that all scriptures
referred to by Paul are not confined merely to the sacred
wirtings of God’s dealings with the house of Israel. This
being true, then we may well expect that in all nations where
the power of God is made manifest, that inspired men will
be moved on by the power of God to write a record of such
dealings for the benefit of others. Otherwige God would

vary and show a shadow of turning from the plan of impar-
tiality ascribed to him in the Acts, above referred to. Again
we call attention to the statement in scripture which says
that “at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of
three witnesses shall the matter be established”” (Deu-
teronomy 19:15.) Thus we should expect that God would
from time to time bring to light additional testimony from
other than the Jewish nation, as a witness to meet the skep-
ticism of the world; in fact just such provision was made for
the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, as we note from
the following passage contained in Isalah 29:18, 20.

“In that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book,
and the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.

“The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and
the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.

“For the Terrible one is brought to naught, and the scorner
is consumed, and all that wateh for iniquity are cut off.”

Other passages of interest are HEzekiel 37:15, 22, which
provides for the Bible (stick of Judah) and the Book of
Mormon (the stick of Joseph in the hands of Ephraim),
Pgalms 85: 8, 12, which points out the manner in which the
Book of Mormon was to “spring out of the earth” just prior
£o the time that Palestine should “yield her increase,” which
later event did not take place till 1832-1853, or mnearly
twenty-four years after the translation of the Book of Mor-
mon.

We now examine the passage guoted from Galatians 1:
8, 9, which says: “Though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before,
so say 1 now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto
you than that ye have received let him be accursed.”

The Book of Mormon is not another gospel; it bears wit-
ness to the gospel as recorded in the New Testament. It
teaches the same principles. It holds forth the same doc-
trine, and in every way confirm the fact that ‘God is no
respector of persons, but that in every nation he that feareth
God and worketh the works of righteousness is acceptable
unto him.”

Let us now examine the last quotation given in support
of the erroneous theory that “nothing at any time is to be
added . . . by new revelation of the Spirit,” to the testimony
of the apostles, as recorded in the New Testament, from
other nations. This guotation is from 2 Thessalonians 2:2, 8.

“That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as
that the day of Christ is at hand.

“Let no man deceive you by any means, for that day shall
not come, except there by a falling away first, and that man
of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”

Again we must admit that this does not militate in the
least against the Book of Mormon. Rather it confines our
position that in this day of skepticism, of higher criticism, of
secornful doubt, when the world is fulfilling the prediction of
Paul that “That day shall not come [that is, the second
coming of Christ] except there come a falling away first,”
The Book of Mormon is its ewn witness of this, for it says,
“that which shall be written by the fruit of thy loins [stick
of Joseph, or Book of Mormon], and also that which shall
be written by the fruit of the loins of Judah [the Bible],
shall grow together, unto the confounding of false doctrines,
and laying down of contentions, and establishing peace.”’
(2 Nephi 2: 21, 22.) Surely, in this day of “falling away,”
when there are over one thousand different sects that believe
in the Bible, whose creeds are based upon misinterpretations
of the word of God contained therein, we need this added
witness, that we be not deceived, and thus deprived of the
blessings promised in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Thus we see that the coming forth of the Book of Mormon
is not doing violence to John's statement in Revelation, but












