








DON'S ADVOCATE 

AN OPEN LETTER TO W. P. BUCKLEY 
Oklahoma City, Okla., January 8, 1930. 

Elder W. P. Buckley, 
Independence, :M:o. 

Dear Brother Buckley: Your typewritten circular letter 
of December 20 reached me several days ago. We have de
layed writing, waiting for time and opportunity. 

Perhaps you did not expect personal replies to these letters 
you sent out-and perhaps you did. The nature of the letter 
justified some comment. 

In the second paragraph of your letter you refer to the 
"facts in the case." This is followed by a statement: that 
the October Conference action was "illegal in silencing W. P. 
Buckley on account of his stand with the words of The 
Messenger.'' 

I attended the October Conference. I had access to the 
"words of the Messenger," as referred to. Your "silence" 
was not imposed because of your "stand with the words of 
the Messenger" but because you ignored the action of the 
Conference and rebelled against its decision. The "words of 
the Messenger" did not intimate, not in the least, that you, 
and other Church officials should be rebaptized. There was 
no such meaning in the words of the Messenger. But, even 
though that some did so understand the words, the Confer
ence decided that we should wait until the April Conference 
for united action in the matter. Did you wait, or did you 
and others rebel against the action of the Conference? It 
does not come now with good grace for you to try and beg 
the question in sending out letters to "All members of the 
Church of Christ Greeting" pleading for sympathy under the 
complaint that you were "silenced illegally" for you "stand 
with the words of the Messenger." That is nothing but a 
glaring subterfuge. You can not and should not expect me 
and others to give support to such a plea. I shall be glad 
for you to understand that I am not dealing simply with you 
as a man-but with the ideas and principles you teach. It 
is said: "That actions speak louder than words." Jesus 
says: "In vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrine, 
the commandments of men." This doctrine and practice in 
rebaptizing, Apostles, Elders and members of the Church of 
Christ who are in good standing-no charge or complaint 
against them-is too ridiculous and absurd for patient con
sideration. 

I shall positively refuse to be a party in advancing or en
couraging any doctrine that does not harmonize with the 
word of God. I have not rejected the "words of the Messen
ger," but I do reject your false and ridiculous interpretation. 

Yours for the right, 

R. M. Maloney, 1518 W. 44th. 

OBITUARY 
Irene Moffat was born July 6, 1849, at Nauvoo, Illinois. 

Her parents moved to Pleasanton, Iowa, later, where she was 
reared. At the age of twelve she was baptized by W. W. 
Blair. Her father and mother were members of the early 
church. 

On June 21, 1873, she was married to S. J. Madden at 
Bartsville, Mo., by Elder George Spencer. To this union 
was born eight children, three of whom preceded their 
mother to the other side. The surviving members of her 
family are two sisters, Mrs. 0. B. Thomas, of Lamoni, Iowa, 
and Mrs. Nettie Carr of Des Moines, Iowa. A brother, Jud 
Moffat, of Lamoni, Iowa; her husband and five children who 
are Mrs. Lillie A. Peek, of Warrensburg, Mo.; S. A. :M:adden, 
of McPherson, Kansas; J. N. Madden, Hutchison, Kansas; 
Mrs. Cora M. Reynolds, of Independence, Missouri, and J. H. 
Madden, also of Independence. There are fifteen grandchil
dren and four great-grandchildren. 

Funeral sermon by E. E. Long, assisted by M. M. Case. 

NEWS NOTES 
A letter from Sr. Annetta Langs gives the following in

formation from Port Huron, Michigan: 
Sunday, January 5th, Bro. W. J. Smith was elected pastor, 

Annetta Langs, secretary, and Eva Gardner, treasurer. The 
members who are standing by the church are Bro. and Sr. 
W. J. Smith, Bro. and Sr. E. Gardner and daughters, May 
and Alberta, Sr. M. Duckwitz, Sr. Josephine Cline, Bro. 
Corey, Bro. and Sr. Simmons, my son Frederick and myself. 
Since last conference we have lost two by death. Sister 
Deppe died Nov. 14, 1929, and Bro. F. Deppe died January 2, 
1930. Bro. Deppe was opposed to the idea of rebaptism. 

Sister Dahlia Weatherby, of Grand Rapids, Mich., writes 
the recorder's department that they were organized in 1929 
with ten members. They have gained sixteen and lost eight, 
sympathizers with Bro. Felting. The report closes with 
these words: 

"We may be few in number, but we are faithful and we 
are looking forward with the blessed hope that the faithful 
may remain so and that the few may multiply to many as 
the wonderful light is spread. We are bravely and coura
geously fighting the battles of the Lord and we want to be 
found at the front when He comes." 

REPENTANCE OR BE-BAPTISM 
By C. A. Gurwell 

Friends, Your acceptance as a child of God depends upon 
your continued faith in the atonement of Christ; your con
tinued repentance and humility, and not in the personal 
merits of the man who baptized you. He did not save you; 
Christ is your Savior. Bis personal character has nothing 
whatever to do with your salvation. If he was a regularly 
ordained minister of Christ, acknowledged as such in good 
standing in the church when he baptized you, God acknowl
edges the validity, the legality as His representative on 
earth, and that is all that any man can be; none can go 
higher in authority. If you have ever received the witness of 
the Spirit of your acceptance of God, do not now make Him 
a liar by repudiating it. If you have not received this wit
ness, though baptized years ago, as a child perhaps, prove 
your baptism now, if you are sincere, by putting it to the 
test,-this test: At the next opportunity, you partake 
"worthily" of the Lord's Supper, asking a witness of the 
fact if He has accepted you, and you will get it. But do not 
deceive yourself. He gives the Spirit to them only who come 
with a "broken heart and contrite spirit," which is only an
other way of saying "repentance and humility.'' A hundred 
baptisms will do you no good without your sincere repent
ance. The "cross of Christ" which bringeth "reproach,"
Heb. 13, 13; I. T.-is the condition required, the price to pay. 
You can not be re-baptized and get rid of your disposition 
to find fault; to get angry; to gossip; to do evil. Put away 
these things if you would be the child of God, a brother or 
sister to Jesus Christ, and show forth his disposition in your 
daily conduct, thus manifesting his Spirit. "Put away the 
evil of your doings from before my eyes," (Is. 1: 16) and 
keep His commandments if you would find favor with Him. 

Repentance is the condition of your continued acceptance 
with Him, and not "baptism" only. "But if any man sin and 
repent, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins." 1 
John 1: 1-2. I~s. Trans. Notice these words, "and repent," 
repentance is the condition of continued remission of sins. 
Repent of your unbelief; accept the truth as given in the 
restored scriptures, "the inspired translation;" keep His com
mandments; walk in His ways and rejoice in His love ana 
the fellowship of his Spirit. Do not make a solemn mockery 
of His ordinance, baptism. 








