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EDITORIAL
UNITY

““In union there is strength,”’ is an old and
a true saying. Integral parts of any body, if tak-
en separately, can be easily broken by the appli-
cation of sufficient force, but if these same inte-
gral parts are compactly and securely bound to-
gether, it is no easy task to break them.

The Church of Christ is a small body of believ-
ers in the primitive gospel restored, but we have
been gratified at the unity that has prevailed with
but few exceptions. The great mass of those dis-
satisfied with the changes wrought in the Reor-
ganization have found refuge with the Church of
Christ, and have there found contentment and
peace. As the days go by the mneed of perfect
unity will become more and more apparent,

We are about to undertake a great work. A
work that can be accomplished only by the help
and power of God. To obtain that help there is
required, on the part of the members of the
Chureh, faith, diligence and unity. The work
which we are about to undertake was thought to
have been done by the early ministry and mem-
bers of the Church of Christ back in the early
30’s before the name of the chureh was ever
changed, but they were prevented by their trans-
gressions and the persecution that came upon
them.

_ Ever since the expulsion of the Church from
Missouri, the eyes and minds of the saints have
ever been upon the final building of the Temple
upon the consecrated spot on the Temple Lot at
Independence, Missouri. The Church of Christ,
by the hand of an over ruling Providence, has
been entrusted with the possession of the Center
Spot at which it is said the gathering of the
saints must begin. God has told us that the fime
to begin the work is this year. So we are face to
face with a stern, though happy, responsibility.

We can not do this work alone, and vithout the
help of God. Failure would be the result. We must
_have the help of God. In other words we must
be co-workers together with Him. To obtain that
help, we must be faithful, humble, prayerful and
united, If ever there was a time when the mem-
bers of this Church should all pray, that time is
now, and will be from heneeforth. We must be
on interceding terms with God in order to do His
work and receive i £ ctinn an vafaroansn ta dhat

work. It is'said that the ““Effectnal fervent pray-
er of a righteous man availeth much.’”” FEven so
the ““‘effectual fervent prayer’’ of a body of right-
eous persons, firmly united in the gospel coven-
ant should be able to accomplish all that God re-
quires of them. :

Jesus prayed, before His death, for all that
should believe on Him through the words of His
apostles, and said: “That they all may be one;
as thou Father art in Me, and T in Thee, that they
also may be one in U s; that the world may believe
that Thou has sent Me.””—_John 17: 21. "

May we present to the world an example of a
body of believers in Christ so compactly joined
together, and so firmly united that Satan may
find no place or opportunity for entrance. With
this unity and this faith we do not need to fear
the outcome. :

HE M

EDITORIAL ITEMS

Sister Morgan, lately from California, who is
living with her daughter, Mrs. George Sutherland
near Kingsville, Mi souri, has recently had a
stroke of paralysis rendering her speechless and
well nigh helpless.  As her daughter is a member
of the Reorganization, their Elders were called for
and have been making regular calls at the Suther-
land home. However, as two of her daughters
holding to the Chureh of Christ are there with
them, it was thought advisable to eall for Elders
of the Church of Christ. One of the Reorganized
Elders kindly phoned to the editor notifying him
of the situation and telling him of their request.
So that evening we got Elder George Shimmell,
and drove a distance of 14 miles over rough roads
to advinister. It is seldom that we have calls of
that kind, and we feel we should respond.

b

To our many kind and worthy conttributors,
we beg them to be patient with us. Wae are
swamped with numbers of letters and artieles,
most of which we would like fo use, and will nse
as soon as is possible. We make selection aceord-
ing to our best judgment, and except in special
cases, take them in their turn. We have some
interesting articles on the waiting list, among
which are notes frgm a sermon by Apostle James

TR s i iy
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condemn, and we expect to be fellowshipped as
brethren and sustained by every lover of truth,
that these books contain and no others.”’—Truth
Teller, Aug. 1864, p. 26. So the Church of Christ
has ever held these two books as the paramount
standard of their faith and practice.

Joseph Smith, TT1, testifying in the Temple Lot
suit said, ‘“A man may be mistaken even thongh
he be the president of the church, as to the gen-
uineness or authenticity of revelations elaimed to
have been received.”’—Abstract of Evidence, p.
76. Therefore, we have no apology to offer for our
position, on modern revelations. This position we
confidently submit for the consideration of all
honest-hearted people who have no other motive
in their religious activity than to follow Christ.

SOPHISTRY EXPOSED: PART TWO
The First Presidency Question

“To whom it may concern—This is to certify
that Apostle J. F. Curtis told me when T lived
at 1116 Howard St., Port Huron, Mich., that the
time he had with Roberts at Carsonville, that
whenever he got to the point in his debate where
the First Presidency came np that he just bluff-
ed his way through that part of it. He told me
this in conversation at my own home. He told
me how often he debated with Roberts and how
he handled different points in the debate, because
he said Roberts was quite a debater. This gave
me an eye opener that there was a weak point in
the Presidency and from then on I investigated
and I found that the only way out was to bluff

as there was no proof of the First Presidency.

{Signed by) Otio Fetting.
Witnessed by: Roy K. Fetting and Sarah E. Wass.

Statement of Notary:

State of Michigan, County of St. Clair:

On this second day of February in the year of
our Lord One Thousand and Nine Hundred Twen-
ty-six, before me, the subsecriber, a Notary Public
for said county, personally appeared, Otto Fet-
ting, to me known to be the same person deserib-
ed in and who executed the within instrument,
who acknowledged the same to be his free act
and deed.

Roy E. Fetting, St. Clair County, Michigan.
My commission expires Jan. 18, 1927,
Zion’s Advocate, March, 1926.%’

Representatives of the Reorganization, in pro-
Jeeting their presidency theory back into Mosaie
times have lately found it necessary to aver that
those whom they claim then occupied in such of-
fice were ““High Priests and Apostles.”” This po-
sition, in the light of Doec. and Cov. 83:4 and
104:11 loads them with the further burden of as-
suming that the Gospel ordinances were operative
during the reign of such office. Such is the posi-
tion of Mr. Curtis in his ““Beliefs Defended.’?

Since there is so little of history or seripture
that can be writhed into pretentious defense of
this preposterous position a short period of that
church history only is selected as sustaining such
claims; the period from the beginning of the
exodus until Sinai was reached and the golden
god erected. This select period, however, con-
tains too many hazards for the safety of the
theory.

The student of Israelitish history is well aware
that the Israelites in Egypt had adopted the Egy-
ptian religion and were steeped in idolatry wor-
shipping the Egyptian gods. These idols they
carried in their hearts beyond Sinai. ¢“Neither
did they forsake the idols of Egypt.”” See Ezek.
20: 1-45.

Deut. 10: 1, ““Inspired Translation,”” is guoted
in defense of the theory: ‘At that time the Lord
said unto me, Hew thee two other tables of stone
like unto the first, and come up unto me upon the
meunt, and make thee an ark of wood. And T
will write on the tables the words that were on
the first tables, which thon breakest, save the
words of the everlasting covenant of the holy
priesthood and thou shall put them in the ark.’’
_God had communed with Moses upon Mount
Sinai and delivered the law written upon tables
of stone. When Moses came down from the mount
he was provoked at the persistent idolatry of the
people and threw the stones containing the first
writing upon the ground and broke them without
putting into operation whatever might have been
contained thereon. Now, if as the ““Inspired
Translation’” says God wrote on ““two other fables
of stone, ““the words that were on the first tables,
which thon breakest, save the words of the ever.
lasting covenant’’ does it not appear that up to
this time af least that the people had not received
the everlasting covenant? If it had been in oper-
ation ““from the time that Moses and Aaron first
began their work to bring the children of Israel
out of Egyptian bondage up to the time that thev
reached Sinai’”” why did God seek to establish it
at Sinai? Mr. Curtis claims that it ceased at Sinai
whereas his witness, the ‘‘Inspired Translation’’
represents God as willing to establish it there but
the people were not ready to receive it.

Doe. and Cov. 83: 4 is quoted. Upon this ref-
erence Mr. Curtis’ eomments as follows: ““This
shows that the Lord took Moses out of the midst
of the children of Israel on the Kastein continent,
and the holy priesthood also, and when he did so
those who had previously held the holy priest-
hood, because of the great sin that they had eom-
mitted, were left without priesthood, or as we
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would say in our day, they were placed under
silence.”’—Beliefs Defended, pp. 79-80.
Very fortunate for Moses, we would say, that

Western continent also.
As for the silencing that took place at this

{ime, it was not in demoting Aaron and Hur from
the lehisedie to the Aaronic priesthood - for

Yaron as vet held no priesthood from which to be
; and Hur was never invested with
priesthood. The silence was of a very different
nature, the decree of which, with its execution
by the sword, may be read in Ex. 32: 26-28: *“ And
there fell of the people that day about three thou-
sand men,t’

Remember it was at Sinai, at the instance of
the gole worship, that Mr. Curtis claims
the Melchige priesthood was taken from - all
Israel excepting Moses, See his Beliefs Defend-

ed, p. 79. This poesition no doubt was thought fo

he the only means consistent with a Melchisedic
High Priest Presidency theory of explaining the
ceall of Aaron to an honored position in an order
of priesthood which was destined to. bear his
name and fo herald the preparatory gospel of
two dispensations.

Had it not been for the certain terms of Aaron’s
call to the Aaronie priesthood as recorded in Ex.
98: 1-3 Mr. Curtis would never have sacrificed
him to the stigma of a “‘silence’’ nor wandered
back of Sinai for seraps of a garment which he
claims was onee the robe of Aaron.

It is rediculous to take such a position, but
worst still, it is brazen sophistry to afterwards
slip across the border line to this side of the gold-
en god and pilfer the records of that period of
such ineidents as might be suborned into support-
ing the freak contention. Note the following.

On page 73, Beliefs Defended, Mr. Curtis cites
us to Numbers, first chapter, where he finds a
“iwelve’’ which he subordinates to Moses and
Aaron of the First Presidency. Wonder where
was Huar? The context plainly shows that these
men were not chosen until after the idolatry at
Sinai and Aaron and his sons were set apart for
the Aaronic priesthood. Moreover their duties
were of a military nature. They were ‘‘princes’’
concerned with those of ““their father’s house”
who ““were able to go forth to war.”” See the first
three chapters.

Again on page 74, Numbers 11: 16-17 1s quoted
where it is said, ‘‘the Lord said unto Moses, gath-
er unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel,
whom thou knowest to be elders of the people,
and officers over them * * * * And T will take off
the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon
them: and thev shall bear the burden of the peo-
ple with thee, that thou bear 1t not thyself alone.”
This incident like the one before did not oceur
until after the worshiping of the golden calf for
which Mr. Curtis tells us Aaron was ‘‘silenced”’
together with the whole of the Melchisedic priest-
hood exeept Moses. ‘A marvelous escape for those
elders! How does it eome, Mr. Curtis, that there
were still ““elders of the people’’ after that time?
If this ‘‘eldership’’ were of the Melchisedic or-
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der what about that wholesale silencing affair?
Your scheme will not work; better think up some
other excuse for the call of Aaron to the ‘‘priests
office.”” It is plainly stated in the reference that
Moses was bearing the burden ‘‘thyself alone’’
up until the appointment of these seventy men,
which was about a year after the golden calf wor-
ship. From the burning bush to beyond Sinai
and no presidency vet. A sorrowful spectacle in-
deed when a man’s own theory commite suicide
before his eyes!

One has to but read the call of Aaron in Ex. 28:
1-3 to get the true conception of the situation.
This eall was delivered to Moses while he was
upon Sinai before he knew anything about the
idolatry of the people below. It was given, the
Lord said, that Aaron, ““may minister unte me.”’
Aaron’s first and ouly priesthood. *““And take
unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with
him, from among the children of Israel, that he
may minister unto me in the priest’s office, even
Aaron, Nabad and Abihu, Eleazer and Ishmar,
Aaron’s sons. And thou shall make holy gar-
ments for Aaron thy brother for glory and for
beauty. And thou shall speak unte all that are
wise hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of
wisdom, that they may make Aaron’s garments
to consecrate him, that he may minister unto me
in the priests office.”’—1Jix. 28: 1-3. No stigma of
a ‘‘silence’ here. He wag called ““from among
the children of Israel’”” that he might minister
unto the Lord. If he was in a First Presidency
before this call he was there as a layman, and if
after, as an ‘Aaronic priest.

That Aaron’s office of priest was given in honor
according to the sober purpeses of God and not
begotten in a passion of displeasure iz shown by
the following: ‘*And thon shalt make a plate of
pure gold, and grave upon it like the engravings
of a signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD, * * * #
And it shall be upon Aaron’s forehead.”’ FKx. 28:
36, 38, ““I have given your priests office unto vou
as a service of gift; * * * *2 Num. 18: 7.

We think Mr, Curtis might have told us more
about Hur, the third member of his Mosaic Pres-
idency. Or did he see the hand writing on the
wall and fear to risk his hobby to further expos-
ure? To connect this man with an office as pre-
tentions as the “First Presidency”’ is held to be
by its advoecates is; however, a presumption de-
serving the censure of all logieal minds.

According to Bible record Hur was of the tribe
of Judah. ““See, T have called by name Bezaleel
the son of Uri, the son of Hur of the tribe of
Judah.”—Exodus 31: 2. Also Ex. 35: 30, 38: 22.
This tribe did not hold priesthood in  Mosaic
times: ‘‘For it is evident that our Lord sprang
out of Judah; of which tribe Moses spake nothing
concerning priesthood.”’-——Heb. 7: 14.

' (To be continued)

BE NOT DECEIVED
By Elder J. R. M¢Clain
Ample warnings have been given in both Bible
and Book of Mormon against deceptions that




would prevail in contradistinetion to the truth,
as it has in all ages. Kvery genuine article has
had its counterfeit. Every truth has its oposite—
falsehood. Ome is sponsored by the giver of all
good, the Father of light, the God of heaven, the
other by the prince of darkness, the father of lies,
his Satanic majesty, the devil.

All may be partakers of the blessing and pro-
tection of the former. And none are exempt or
immune from the wiles of the latter.

These two oppoesing powers work through hu-
man agency. 'The one sponsoring the genuine,
the other the connterfeit.

So there is great danger of being deceived, the
deceptive influence is so great at times that were
it possible the very elect wonld be deceived. See
Mark 13:22.

The most dangerous counterfeit is one most
nearly like the genuine. Then it behooves us fo
be very careful if we would discern between the
two. A counterfeit bank note may pass the seru-
tiny of the average observer undetected.. But
when it reaches the bank or clearing house the
expert makes the necessary examination and the
fraud is discovered. If only one letter, one ﬁg}n‘&
or even a thread of silk is lacking it is spurious
and is rejected.

In spiritual matters the power of deception is
equally great. But we have a detector which is
the word of God. ““To the law and the testimony
if they speak not according to this word it is be-
canse there is no light inthem.”’ Isai 8:20. Testi-
monies alone are unreliable, They must be in
harmony with the law.

A lady once told me that she knew she was
right because God had answered her prayers.
This is possibly one of the most dangerous means
of deeeptions known to Christianity. What religi-
ous cult does not make similar elaims? And who
would deny them the blessings of God? Just be-
cause a man receives blessings or belongs to some
church is not evidence conclusive that he is right
in everv respect.

Take the case of Cornelius. He was a devout
man, one that feared God, gave much alms to the
people and prayed to God alway. Aets 10: 1-2.,
whose prayers were heard, see Verse 4. 'Was he
right? Evidently not in all things, for there was
something he ought to do that he had not vet
learned. Verse 6. He was living according to the
light he had received but there was greater light,
- and when it came, he obeyed. See Verse 48,

So we must not conclude that because our pray-
ers have been answered or even had visitation of
angels that we are right and cannot tbe wrong.
Lot him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest
hie fall:?? Con, 10:12,

So we cannot rely solely on our own testimon-
ies or that of others. Neither can we say ours are
true and others are false.
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It is unsafe to trust in spiritual manifestations
becanse the devil can also perform miracles. See
2 Con, 11:14.

Also as evideneed in the power of the magicians
of Egypt in imitating Aaron. See Fxodus 7th and
8th chapters.

Our security is in the ““law of the Liord.,”’ the
word of God, the Truth.

Paul’s exortation to Timothy was “Take heed
unto myself and to the doetrine for in so doing
thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear
thee.”” 1 Tim. 4:16.

Another great danger and means of deception
is to put our trust-in man.’ It has been the dispo-
sition of many in all ages to follow their file
leaders. Jesus Christ is our only safe leader; even
apostles and prophets do sometimes err, ag we
shall show. Man is fallible but Christ is infallible.
“Behold I have given Him for a leader and com.
mander to the people.” Isaiah 55:4. Again, “I
am the Lord thy God * * * which leadeth thee by
the way that thou shouldst go.”” Tsa. 48:17. Also
23rd Psalm, Paul says: “Follow me even as T
follow Christ. As evidence that man is an unsafe
leader we read: “Thus saith the Lord, cursed be
the man that trusteth in man and maketh flesh
his arm and whose heart departeth from the
Lord.”” Jer. 17:5.

Jesus said to his disciples, ““Take heed that no
man deceive you,”” Matt. 24:4, and then proceeds
to warn them against deceivers. ““For many shall
come in my name saying I am Christ and shall
deceive many.”” V., 5.)

 And many false prophets shall arise and shall
deceive many.”” Verse 11, See also Verse 24.

Perhaps some will say the false prophets are
outside of the true church. But listen, Jesus said,
‘“Beware of false prophets that come to you in
sheep’s clothing.”” Matt. 7:15. ,

Evidently in the garb of a saint—God’s people.
Hence the great danger of deception. Sheep’s
clothing, mind you. Otherwise there wounld be no
danger of being deceived. - Again we have the
warning, ‘‘Beloved, believe not every spirit, but
try the spirit, whether they are of God. Because
many false prophets are gone out into the world.”
1 John 4:1. ““‘Let no man deceive you with vain
words.”” Eph. 5:6. Peter says, ‘‘But there were
false prophets among the people even as there
shall be false teachers among you (the saints).
2 Peter 2:1. Paul warns the elders at Miletus of
the dangers. “For 1 know this that after my de-
parture shall grevious wolves enter in among you
not sparing the flock. Also of yvour own selves
shall men arise speaking perverse things, ete.”’
Aects 20: 28, 29, 30.

The above was verified in the case of Hymen-
aens and Alexander. 1 Tim. 1:20. So the forego-
g scriptures show very couclusively that we
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should look among ourselves for false apostles,
false prophets, falze teachers and false leaders.

There are some saints who are so gullible as to
think the apostles cannot go wrong. And more
especially the ““prophet.”” That Ged would not
suffer him to go wrong, that if he did God would
remove him, ete. To all such let me say, vou are
deceived already. If it was God’s plan to remove
false prophets, or false apostles, all these warn-
ings would be superfluons. We could just go
along serenely and flatter ourselves that all we
have to do is to do right ourselves, and God would
take care of all deceivers who might come in our
midst. That we are not responsible for the acts
of the prophet or apostle or bishop, that it is none
of our business what they do or say, but it is our
duty to sustain them, right or wrong, just allow
them all the latitude and power they want, and
ignore all the warnings to the contrary.

Clearly to the writer that would be a case of
the blind leading the blind.

T wish to call your attention to this fact. It can-
not be proven by either sacred or profane history
that God ever removes by divine intervention,
false leaders.

Take the case of Saul, first king of Israel. After
he became wicked God rejected him but did not
remove him. Sam. 15:23. Notwithstanding God
had rejected him Saul continued to reign king
over Israel thirty-eight years and died a suicide.
Ch. 314.

Tt was the prophets and deviners of ancient
Tsrael that led them away from God and finally
into captivity. Because of their great wickedness.
God said, ‘“And the prophets shall become wind
and the word is not in them: thus shall it be done
unto them. Jer. 5:13.

It was the desire of Israel that their prophets
should speak unto them smooth things. Prophesy
deceits. Isa. 30:10, and so they did, according to
the desires of the people, and so became rich.
They are waxen fat, they shine * * * They judge
not the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper,
and the right of the needy do they not judge. Jer.
5:28.

¢ A wonderful and horrible thing is committed
in the land: The prophets prophesy falsely and
the priests bear rule by their means and my peo-
ple love to have it so, and what will you do in
the end thereof. Verses 30, 31. Micah who also
prophesied in those days before the captivity of
Tsrael voiced the same sentiment. Hear him:
“Thus saith the Lord conecerning the prophets
that make my people err * * * and ery peace when
there is no peace. Ch. 3:v. 5. ““The heads thefre;of
judge, for reward the priests thereof teach for
hire and the prophets devine for money, yet will
they lean upon the Lord and say, ‘‘Is not the Lord
among us, none evil can come upon us.”” Ver. 11,
These prophets were continually prophesying of
peace and cood things. See Jer. 23:17, 26, 27, 30,

31, 32, aceording to the deceit of their heart, See
Jer. 14:14,

If we need any further proof that prophets
were among God’s people and deceiving them,
Jer. 21:11 Read the following, ‘‘For both prophet
and priest and profane yea in my house have I
found their wickedness, saith the Lord,”’ Jer. 23:
11, and this: They have set their abominations in
the house which is called by My name to pollute
it. Jer. 8:30.

And after they were taken to Babylon the Lord
still had compassion on his covenant people and
warned them once again. ‘‘For thus saith the
Lord of hosts the God of Israel let not your proph-
ets that be in the midst of you deceive you. Jer.
29:8. :

If they had only learned this lesson sooner they
might have escaped the 70 vears captivity.

The warnings and the result of disobedience
are written for our admonition and examples.
1 Cor. 10:11. Shall we profit by them?

The same rule applies in every dispensation.
And humanity is the same in all ages. Only a
FEW will find the way. Of the seven churches in
Asia not one was found perfect. The church at
Fphesus it seems were the most commendable.
“I know thy works and thy labors and thy pa-
tience and how thou canst not bear them which
are evil. And thou hast tried them which say they
are apostles and found them lars.. Rev. 2:2. It
took courage for the saints in that early church
to put their apostles to the crucial fest and pass
judgment upon them. We are not informed as
to just what particular wrongs that eondemned
them. Paul in the 2nd Corrinthinian letter tells
of boasters who were guilty of self commendation
and took occasion to glorify themselves and de-
clared ‘“such’ are false apostles deceitful work-
ers transforming themselves into the apostles of
Christ.”” Ch. 11, Ver. 13.

Did they heed the apostles instructions? It is
very doubtful. And Paul was doubtful of them.
12 Ch. Ver. 20. “For I fear lest when 1 come L
shall not find you such as I would, and that 1
shall be found of you such as I would not; lest
there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, back-
biting, whispering swellings, tumults.”” To the
Roman saints he wrote ““Now 1 beseech vyou
brethren mark those which cause divisions and
offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned and avoid them,”” Rom. 16:17. ‘‘Many
corrupt the word,”” 2 Cor. 2:17. “‘Handle the word
of God deceitfully,”” 4:2. Let nothing be done
through strife or vainglory, Phil. 2:3, Gal. 5:6.

If any man teach otherwise and consent not to
wholesome words even the words of our Lord
Jesus Christ and to the doctrine which is aceord-
ing to Godliness * * * From such turn away. 1
Tim. 6:3-5. :

Notwithstanding all these warnings and man3’
more that might be cited, the early church finally
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drifted into darkness and apostasy. They failed
to take heed to themselves (the apostles and
prophets) and to the flock (the members) and to
the warning ‘‘Come out from among them and be
ye separate.’”’ 2 Cor. 6:17. So it happened to them
as Isaiah had predicted, ‘*As with the people so
with the priests.”” * * *They have transgressed
the laws, changed the ordinances and broken the
everlasting covenant. Isai 24:2-5.

No the great apostasy was complete. ““The pro-
phets, the rulers and seers were covered. Isai

24,

The ““woman’ had fled into the wilderness,”’
Rev. 12.

No voice from God. A famine of hearing the
voice of God. Amos 8:11.

This state of affairs continued about 1,260 years
after which a restoration under the angels mes-
sage, Rev. 14:6, which began about 1830.

The Chureh of Christ was again reestablished
according to the divine pattern. The Lord had
again raised up a prophet, Joseph Smith, Jr.
whom he inspired with others to bring forth and
transplant the ancient Nephite record the Book
of Mormon, which record contains the fullness
of the gospel.

Notwithstanding the supernatural powers con-
ferred upon Joseph Smith, Jr. in bringing forth
the Book of Mormon, he was weak and erring as
subsequent history shows. It is not the purpose
of this paper to go into details concerning the
manner of the coming forth of the Latter day
work, but fo try to point out some of the daﬁger%
of deception ‘“‘Let no man deceive you’’ is just
as applicable now and “‘cursed be the man that
trusteth in man,”’ is just as true as in the past and
even more dangerous in these ‘‘perilous times.”’
““Men’s hearts failing them for fear looking after
things coming upon the earth.”’

Jesus said ““The love of many would wax cold.”’
Latter Day saints have felt secure in the testi-
monies they have received and just took it for
granted that ‘*All was well in Zion until the last
great division came upon us, all unawares to the
great majority of the saints.

The great havoe and disruption brought upon
the church by reason of the entering in of strange
and peeunliar practices which plainly contradiect
the ancient customs and traditions of the chureh,
culminating in’ 1925 when Supreme Directional
Control became a fundamental doctrine of the
church; put over by a packed delegation and a
purported revelation made to order to carry out
the president’s wishes. Fnough has already been
written concerning this crowning heresy.

Before the convening of this conference, three
hundred leading elders, apostles, bishops, men
and women, signed a document of protest, declar-
ing that if thig 8. D, €. document was adopted ‘it
would be tantamount to apostasy.’’ This paper
was subsequently signed by some three hundred

i

more, This to say nothing of the hundreds that
would have signed it had they had opportunity.

The result is a divided chureh. Hundreds have
withdrawn who consider the church in apostasy.
And other hundreds are drifting. Thousands are
doubting, who are still in her ranks; just waiting
for the Lord to invervene and remove the objec-
tionable features, but are powerless to even sug-
gest a remedy. To the mind of the writer there is
no remedy within since these intrusions {(here-
sies) are now fundamental.

If we had only given heed to the many warn-
ings of God in the past, all this distress could have
been avoided.

There is one hopeful sign that is encouraging
since these distressing events have oceurred.
many, yes a great many, who are honest and jeal-
ous of the truth are digging into the history of
the past and as a result are bringing to light many
things that had been as it were a sealed book to
most of us. We had heard of many trials and dis.
tresses through which the early church passed.
and had been led to believe that these great afflic-
tions were brought upon them, not because of sin
but because of the truth they had; that angered
the Gentiles that caused them to persecute the
saints. But such is not the case. See D. and (.

As we have already stated Joseph Smith, Jr.
was weak and erring.”” As evidence see D. and
C. 23. ““And behold how oft you have transgres-
sed the commandments and the laws of God, and
have gone in the persuasions of men.”” Behold
thou art Joseph and thou wast chosen to do the
work of the Lord but because of transgressions
if thou art not aware wilt fall.”” Par. 4. So it is
clear that Joseph was weak and liable to fall, even
while translating the book at a time when he was
almost in constant communion with God.

Some have thought that because the prophet

as given a gift to translate the Book that he
could not fall into error. That J oseph transgres-
sed is no evidence that God did not use him to ac-
complish His purposes.

Saunl, David, Solomon, Uzziah and other oreat
and gifted prophets in Tsrael fell into QTOSE error
and some into erime. David Whitmer, one of the
faithful witnesses to the Book of Mormon, who
was closely associated with Joseph Smith from
the beginning, relates in his book “‘An Address
to all Believers in Christ,”’ page 39,40, how that
Joseph was deceived in giving a revelation that
some of the brethren should go to Canada and
sell the copyright, ete. They went, but failed to
sell, so they were in great tronble, and  asked
Brother Joseph about it . But Joseph did not
know so he inquired of the Lord and received the
following revelation:

Some revelations are of God, some revelations
are of man and some revelations are of the devil.

If the above is true (and who can suececesstully
disprove it) it is just possible that other mistakes
were made. We are informed that the name of
the church was also changed, see Whitmer’s ad-
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dress, Ch. 12. It was called the Church of Christ
from June, 1829 till 1834 when the name of the
ehurch was changed to ““The Church of the Lat-
ter Day Saints.” And four yvears later it was
again changed and called ““The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints.”” This name is still
used by the Utah faetion.

In 1852 the protestants composed of Briggs,
" Gurley, Marks and others ealled their new move-
ment the ‘““New Organization’ and later was eall-
ed ““The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints.”’

There is one faction of the old church that still
wears the original name ‘“Church of Christ’” with
headquarters on the original Temple Lot, Inde-
pendence, Mo.

There were other changes that were even more
flagrant that have recently heen brought to the
fore. The changes in the “‘Revelations’ as con-
tained in ““The Book of Commandments” pub-
lished in 1833. See ‘‘ Whitmer’s address,”’ Chapt.
VIII, and “‘Changing of the Revelations’’ by
Apostle Daniel MacGregor of Church of Christ,
Temple Lot, Independence, Mo.

These changes were made and published in 1835
edition Doectrine and Covenants.

It will be noticed that these changes were made
to support and give powers to certain officers not
mentioned in the Bible, Book of = Mormon and
Book of Commandments. 1 shall call attention to
a few changes. “As a reference to the above books
sets them forth clearly, See: 4, Par. 5, Book of
Commandments has been left out entirely in Doe-
trine and Covenants, See Sec. 5. “‘I will put down
all lyings and deceivings and priesterafts and en-
vyings, and strifes and idolitries and sorceries
and all manner of iniquities and I will establish
my church, like unto the church which was taught
by My disciples in days of old.”” We once believ-
ed that the church was organized as in days of
old. But it was not. 1t can’t be found in either
Bible or Book of Mormon, provision for a proph-
et, seer and revelator,”’ “‘High Counecil,”’ ete.

_ See. 17, Doctrine and Covenants, paragraphs 16
and 17 were added evidently to support the above
officers.

Dear reader, in the light of all these changes
in the revelations, in the name of reason, how
much of the Doctrine and Covenants can we ac-
cept as genuine?

Can we rely upon them absolutely as the voice
of inspiration? No, a thousand times no. Then
shall we discard them altogether? No, for that
would destroy the office work of the spirit and
1 John 16:13. We must not close up this

divine channel of communication. To avoid de-

ception we must reject everything that does not

conform to the Bible and Book of Mormon, the
two fundamental gnide books. The stick of Judah
and the Stick of Joseph.

s

ELDER J. E. BOZARTH
Warrensburg, Mo.
Autkor cf the Article on Prayer Appearing in
this Issue

PRAYER ‘
Pray without ceasing.  In everything give
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you.—1 Thessalonians 5: 17, 18,

No duty is more frequently and urgently en-
Joined in the sacred seriptures than that of pray-
er. The truth is, a religion without prayer wounld
not be adapted to fallen man—would fail to eul-
tivate and develop that feeling of dependence
which should characterize an erring yet confiding
worshiper. This is a universally recognized prin-
ciple; for all religions, whether true or false, en-
join prayer as a fundamental duty.

The Nature of Prayer

Webster defines prayer in a general sense as
“an aet of asking for a favor.”” But “‘in wor-
ship,”” he defines it as a solemn address to the
Supreme Being, consisting of adoration, or an
expression of our sense of God’s glorious perfec-
tion, confession of sins, supplication for mercy
and forgiveness, intercession for blessings on oth-
ers, and thanksgiving or an expression of grati-
tude to God for his mercies and benefits.

Prayer is, then, a communion with God. *‘It is”’
as the martyr Bradford expresses it, ‘“A simple,
unfeigned, humble and ardent offering of the
heart before God, wherein we either ask things
needful or give thanks for benefits received.”” Un-
less the heart (and by the word Heart we mean the
moral affections) is enlisted there can be no ae-
ceptable prayer. “‘The true worshiper,”’ says the
Savior, “‘shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship
him.’? (John 4:23.) ‘
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Reverend David H. Fanse, Denver, { ‘olotade, is
repm‘ted in the Rocky M am;tgzm News for Febru-
ary 2, as having

The need of the Christian body is not a new
subseription to the doctrine of praver as a fact
and force in the life of Jesus sm} during Apos-
tolie times. Evervhody is ready to believe those
facts, and modern psychology is making the whole
story eredible for-those of little %aztsz Yiiw need of
the Christian church is the convietion that the
laws and forees, operative ninefeen w:md} ed years
ago, are eperalive todays that the prayer :wz:zﬂf@
of that distant time may be duplicated now, and
that greater and wider reaching demonstrations

h{mld characterize our modern Christian life.

Depends on Memory

If our religion i1s being discredited foday, it is
where she stands in the midst {;i %:h Lei'nh!u de-
Cmands of # te and exac ~eivilization. "é‘?i’{}";
only a memory and a record centuries f:}kg to of-
fer men who are mme mad for the want of some-

thing that will 1 u&i thein up and give them a
sense of se m‘it}; amid. the ‘A?%ing W&}ES of their
air castles and the crumbling of their human en-
deavors, mere profe 1 oof im, supremest troth
is eruel mockery to those who need help but to
whom help is never offered. 1t is like the eathe-
dral bells of Saint Petersburg booming through
the dungeon walls and ponse, ““Have mercey,
O Lord, ”? while mer ey is a stranger in the prison
corridors.

It is with confusion of mind and faith that we
churchmen stand before the problems, not of the
church, touching’ her maintenance and existence,
though they are serious enough, but the erying,
vexing problems of our communities. I we are
anything we are the salt of our ¢ities, but unless
wo have a decided savor the mocking crowd may
Justhy deny onrela Indeed, what we are, eus-
todians of an ancient doetrine "ot DYAYEr, & mere
musenm of sacred antiquities? Never! We are
they who, in the midst of material
achievements pro to the {}i very and experi-
ence of spiritual influences which are superior to
every other. We are in the world, not to talk
about prayer, but to pray.

A prayerless ehurch halts and stutfers before
the claim of Jesus that the works He did we
shonld do also, and that we  should do  even
greater works. We have been satisfied to look
back nineteen hundred vears and reverently
vateh Him as He went about healing the sick and
restoring the lunatic.” In so doing we have failed

ot

rigantie

either to glorify Him or to honor His teaching.
The world will respect the chureh that does

things, not necessarily the church which is able
to assemble the largest evowds, but the f}imw‘a
that discloses to weary ritual law which
will, in the pbeze of ms hest nature, W@Lh
as definitely and unfs nimg’%" as the law of gravi-
tation in the physical, mzm*ipif‘ as kaa‘iﬁe
and as practicable in %x;e M"’E(}Kl of the moral and
spiritnal as electricity in the natural.

Prayer That Is Answered
Prayer then, is not the mere posture of the

~old cottage home,” %Lwh TAS

e

body. A man may kneel until he wears ont the
stones; like the Jnimmmedan» he may put him-
self into every variety of position—throw himself
on the emﬁz and lie in the dust; like the Arab he
may - put on sackeloth and ashes; or, like the
monks: of ‘modern times, kneel until his “knees
become horny,”” and yet never pray at all.

Nor is prayer the mere expression of the lips.
A man may f@jz,. 7 d times in a day the
prayer which the Savior taught His diseiples to
use, or he may say, “U Liord, my soul thirsteth
fctﬂ,’ ms 77 ami vet not offer np one petition which
{ I hear and answer. \or e}Qes praver con-
ﬂ&i in “excellency of atﬁm nee.”” In this respect,
many seem to hay neculis {*H(’i, and can pour
out Auently and at M;ﬂth a multitude of words;
but both the mind and the tongue may be thus
emploved, while the heart neither feels the senti-
ments expressed, nor longs for the blessings im-
plored.

A foreible illustration of
in the prayer of the Pharisee and publican (Luke
18: 1-4). The praver that was answered was the
voicing of the saint’s anxiety in the ears of the
‘;;iw'eﬁi Father.

With Christ’s Indorsement

Prayer must be in the name of Christ.  The
Savior himself says, “Whatever ve shall ask in
my name, that will I do.”’ (John 14: 15y There
is a depth of meaning in this expression, which is
often overlooked. This passage means that we are
not enly to approach God fmrmwh Christ, but
through the name of the latter. Hmt is, our pe-
titions must go to the throne of the Father with
the name of Christ indorsed, s0 to speak, upon
these petitions.

To illustrate: An insolvent debtor who has
squandered hig estate by. riotous living may be
tition a bank until doomsday for pecuniary fav-
ors, but he utterly Lz;i&u and the reason ig, hie has
no standing in a pecuniory way. He is hopelessly
involved already in that bank. But w orthless as
he is within hlﬂi“«@;f, if he will d raw. a4 nete and
induce some man of wealth to indorse it, that very
bank in which he has no personal sta ndmﬂ will
grant his request. Tt is the name of the indor ser,
however, that ‘3*{3{ ures the favor.

It is just so with man in his fallen estate. He
is a moral bankrupt— in that respeet, insolv-
ent at the bank of heaven; but Jesus Christ is
infinitely solvent, and His eredit, so to speak; in
that bank, is without limit. Whenever, therefore
an humble pvmtﬂm presents a peiztmn h;ch
Christ (*;m m{m&\e? ﬁzm} ?Ew inexhaustible f?’ﬁ“i
ures of heaven’s bank are at his command.

Ee&zm@ this ﬂmu@m n mind, we can readily
see why so few of our prayers are answered——
they.are m'i offered in the name of Christ.  In
brief, he does not inderse them, consequently
they do noet even reach the directory that controls
and supervises the exchecquer of heaven.

Mothers’ Prayers
When a boy I used to sing a song entitled, ‘“The
very touching to

this {hmwhi is found

me, [ quete iin }}d«lﬁ as follows:
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One by one they have gone from the old cottage
home,
On earth T shall see them no mor e;
But in heaven shall meet around the
throne
Where parting shall come never more.
Then comes the sweet part to me:
Many years have gone by since in praver
we knelt,
With the dear ones around the old hearth;
But my mother’s sweet prayers in my heart still
are felt,
I’ll treasure them up while on earth.

beautiful

there

Note “my mother’s sweet prayer.”” That
sounds good to me. While I was left mthom a
mother, T realize the worth of a mother’s prayer,
and the wandering boy who has a praying moiher
will never forget the many times she has poured
out her soul in praver to God for his protection.
He may wander from his p(m\ntdi training into
the bleak mountains of sin, vet his mother’s pray-
er will haunt him until he :u,tm ns to obedience.

Must Be In Humility
Humility is essential to acceptable prayer.
‘every one that iz proud in heart is an abomina-
tmn to the Lord. (Proverbs 16:5.)

God says, “Him that hath a hw!z leok and a
proud heart will not 1 suffer.”” (Psalm 101:5.)

Peter teaches the same thing when he says, “‘Be
clothed with humility; for (md resisteth  the
proud and giveth fj‘mce to the humble.”” {1 Peter
5:5.)

Our blessed ‘%V’im‘ inculeated the same senti-
ment when he set a little child in the midst of
the disciples saying: ““Whosoever therefore shall
humble himself as this little child, the same is
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”” {(Matthew
18:4.)

The parable of the publican teaches the same
thing.

Faith An Essential
On the point of faith the Bible is as explicit as
it is possible to be.
All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ve shall receive. (Matthew 21:22))
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,

that giveth to all men Mmmﬂv, and aplmudoth
not; dmi it shall be gwmi him. But let him ask

in fdith not’mn@ wavering; for he that wavereth
is like a wave of the sea (31 n‘{én with the wind and
tossed. (James 1: 5-6.)

But without faith 11 is impossible to please
Him; for he that cometh to God must (note the
W(}zd must) believe that e ig and ‘}mt He is 2
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. (He-
brews 11: 6.)

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ve
shall find; knock, and it shall be {‘)}')om :d unto
yvou.”” (Luke 11: 9.) (See John 14: 12-16. )

Willing To Do

The Savior says:

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, shall
enter info the kingdom of heaven; but he that

doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
Many  will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not pmphesieé in Thy name? and in T }w
name done many wonderful works? And then
will T profess unto them, I never knew vou, de-
part from me, ye that work iniquity. iThe in-
spired version says: You never knew me.) (Mat-
thew 7: 21.)

The individual that does the will of God is the
one that will receive the promised blessings. The
Christ said: I know that my Father does always
hear 1 me, because I do always those things that
please Him.

James says: Whoso looketh into the perfect
law of hbeztv, and continueth therein, he being
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the w ord, ih},s
mar s.hdﬂ be blessed in his deed.

So if we would enjoy the blessings promised
in the scriptures, we must be doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving our own selves.

The wise man says: ‘‘He that turneth away his
ear from the hearing of the law, even his praver
shall be abomination.”’ ;

Note the example of our Leader and Command-
er from the beginning to the close of his life work
on earth. He lived in the spirit of prayer, and he
died with a prayer on his lips for sinful man.
“Father “"(ng:v& them, for i} ey know not what
they do.”” At times he spent long seasons alone
in prayer. We note him as he ehmbs the moun-
tain height to a Spnt where no human eve can see
or ear can hear, where he can plead alone with
the Father for the proper instruections to guide
Him in the great work of organizing the churech.
There he spent the entire mght in prayer and was
then able to make choice of the twelve apostles.
(Luke 6: 12, 13.)

Effects of Prayer
Many a throb of s:zwf and pain
Th v frail and erring child must know;

But not one prayer is breathed in rain,
Nor does one tear unheeded flow,

The Apostle James says the prayer of faith
shall save the sick. (James 5: 15.) Read Aects 16
and note the effect of prayer in the case of Paul
and Silas. They prayed at midnight and sang
praises to God. They were saved from a temporal
death, and the jailer was placed in a saved con-
dition spiritually.

“<Oh,

how praying rests the weary!

sz er will change the nig ht to day;
So when life gets dazi and dreary,

Don’t forget to pray.”

Cornelius prayed and was visited by an angel,
and later by Peter, who ta: l%i him the w: ay of
salvation. Thus Daniel %m(? ;zﬂ the wise men of
Bab}’inn were saved from death. (Daniel 2.)
Note the effect of the prayer of Elijah as recorded
in 1 Kings.

Back to the text: “Pray without ceasing. In
n{*n’ihmg give thanks: for this is the wl}& of
God in Chlibt Jesus concerning you.”’
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Monteomery defines prayer as follows: Christ to the original members. That is as it

the sonl’s sincere desire
ol

ire

1o breast

Prayer is
Uttered or unexpr
The motion of a h"{%{iﬂn
That ‘iwm%}m in tl

s

1

Praver is the burden a;s?” a sigh,
The falling of a tea

The npward glancing m <m eve,
When none but God 18 near,

Prayer is the simplest form of speech
That infant lips can try;

Prayer the sublimest strains that reach
The majesty on high.

Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,
The Christian’s native air ,

His watchword at the gates of death;
He enters heaven with prayer.

Praver is the contrite sinner’s voice
Returning from liis ways,

While angels in their songs rejoice,
And ery, “*Behold, he pm};:.”
J. K. Bozarth.
OBSERVATIONS

Criticism. The world owes much to constiue-
tive eriticism. The Scotch poet, Burns, wished for
the gift ““fo see ow {*3\ es as others see us.”” An

mteiha ont, honest eritic helps us to do tl He
brings weak points to our attention and indicates

where error lies.

There is another type of eritie. They pose as
veformers. They are, in reality, nothing more
than self deluded egotists, who tr v to ’iom others
down in the hope of building up ther lves. In
Girard, Kansas, lives an editor who 1s devoting
himself to “e;h}buﬂkmg” sham as he calls it. This
is his exense for attacking Christianity, in gen-
eral. This editor does not profess to believe in
Jesus Christ, however, and ih“ mpmmm{v of his
philosophy. He is really more to be e psim@d
than t}w man W}mw eiiﬁ :
others it _
tends to bo’;iev& F:ﬁtiﬁga fss-; the i{;mu}amm of ho;;}e
and endeavor. Destroy faith, and there is noth-
ing left in the human heart to build upon.

“Bx hwn :iimia ve shall Ezmw them.”” Jesus
gave this as a rule by which to know false prof ph-
ets. It will &p;jly to eritics as well. The honest
eritic will not appeal
prejudice. Ile will not
criticism is not fair and 4
friendly motive back of it. ’Y%w ( ‘horeh of Christ
does not vx*ngt to escape such criticism, of course
but it is sad when it comes from those whom we
have regarded as brethren. Men who profess to
be followers of Jesue Christ should be above that
sort of thing.

e

digtort the truth. When
just 1 t reveals the un-

Equality of }?I‘Wﬂe@*e and Opportunity—We are
very willing iaat some should advertise the fact
that aath@ut& is mot confined in the Chureh of

to popular ignorance and,

should be, as God designed it fo be. There is no
partiality in the kingdom of God. As mauy as
obey the gasp@”seeolzz@ children of the sovenant,
adopted sons and daughters in Israel—'‘And if
ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and
heirs, af*mrdmg to the promise.” (Gal. 3: 29)

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is nei-
ther bond nor free, there iz neither male nor fe-
male; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”” (Gal. 3:
28.)

All who engage in the service of the Liord in
his appointed way have equal claim upon the
pr(}mixtm of God and the privileges afforded in
his work. Misguided persons have suggested that
the (mgumi mi,}}a,be,v, of the (‘hmoh of Christ
should have the control of affairs.. Sueh an idea
is not to be considered seriounsly. In the 20th
chapter of Matthew Jesus gave the parable of the
;hé,nwm(ﬂdm, in which he taught that there was
no distinetion shown between the laborers who
were called into the \iz’mi@r’"* ﬁ«ez\iee e‘n’}v 3}1&
those who were called later.
”f;ﬂahs’

he Temple Lot was appointed as the center
of tiw gathering of God’s children. (Hee Doc. &
Cov. 83:2.) The work that is to be done there is
not the privilege of any exclusive number, All
are permitted to engage in it. The old time mem-
hers are not the supreme controllers and the new
corers the contributors and workers. Responsi-
bility is distributed among all. The Temple Lot
is the her ritage, not of a fmx but of all of God’s
children in latter days who will avail themselves
oﬁ the privilege that is theirs by coming and
helping in the work that is to be done on thg con-
secrated spot, and there are no reserved rights
or privileges.

Of Paramount Importance. (God never took
such complete control of the ministry or the
church in any digpensation that there wus nof
opportunity for human nature to assert itself.
God instruets, he reveals His will, but he does

not continually overshadow the ministry of the
church with the power of the Spirit, inspiring all
that is said and done. This would deprive men of
the necessity of learning by (’zpe;ri&z:wa and wonld
interfere with the exercise {)f human ageney, and
God does not do that. For these reasons no one |
should expect to find a cia,a,lu,}i that has made 1o
mistakes or that will not make any in the future.
God never rejected the church, however, any
more than the individual, because it made mis-
takes. It is only when the church will not turn
from its mistakes that the Lord turns from the
church. So long as there is a willingness to yield
to covzumm the Lord can lead. 'ih@ eritic who
p(nm es real or pretended mistakes ig only trying
to prejudice judgment and divert attention from
the main ihmu By thmm:w dust he hopes to
s0 obseure ﬂse vital issues m’t they will not be
Seen,

Living in the past is as great a mistake as
looking for human perfection, or thinking that
because God established the church he takes en-
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Beiee. . L
tire control of it. The faunlts or merits of the past
have little value in determining what is wise for
us to do today. The faults of the past should not
prejudice our attitude ftowards the chureh now,
neither should we expect that the virtue of ves-
terday will save the chureh today. The mmportant
thing is, “What is the Church Doing at the Pres-
ent Time? In what direction is it headed? Is it
advancing spiritually, it retrograding? If
it ministered to vour spiritual needs in the past, is
it doing so today? Has it gained a clearer con-
ception of its mission, or ig it compromising with
the world? Is it big enough to rise above its mis-
akes, or does it s to nphold its prestige by
denving it could err?

Christ could not convert the Jewish church
into a gospel institution beeause the Jews would
not learn. The ‘““one mighty and strong’ ean not
set a people in order who think they are all right.
Let us cheerfully admit our shortcomings, and
ever be ready to consider, willing to learn, and
anxious to come up higher. If the malicions eritie

"

finds any satisfaction in this, let him. God can

only use an humble people. Let us be humble,
and not be ashamed of it, either,

Apostles — President — ‘“One Mighty and
Strong.”’ An effort is made in some quarters to
diseredit the Church of Christ by giving the im-
oression that the Chureh has not practiced what
it has preached; that apostles are a recent impor-
tation from the Reorganization, and that prior to
1925 the chureh had a president,

The facts are these. The Church of Christ, for
the greater part of its history, has held that when
the chureh was fully organized, it would have
twelve apostles and these apostles would be the
first officers in the church.

Until the chureh was in a position to have
apostles, of necessity a presiding elder was chos-
en from year to vear, No man was recognized as
having any priority of elaim to this office over
any other man. He was elected by the people, just
as loeal branches in the Church of Christ sleet
their presiding elders or pastors now.

_There were presiding elders or pastors in New
Testament times. High priests were chosen to
preside over loeal churches and distriets among
the Nephites, and the general church was cared
for by these officers until Christ eame and or

s

ganized it more fully, placing twelve apostles at’

the head.

Back in Ilinois, in 1864, the people voted that
Grandville Hedrick should be ordained president,
prophet, seer and revelator. He occupied in that
position.two or three years, when the office was
deemed unseriptural and was dropped. There-
after Grandville Hedrick, who seemed to have
been greatly loved and respected, was  elected
presiding elder from time to time by the voice of
the people, just as any local pastor would be.
The records of the Church of €

irigt show that
the church has always been a democratic insti-
tution. ‘The second i

sue of the first official pub-
lication of the chureh, ““The Truth Teller,”” in
1864, declared:

“‘No man is born priest, teacher, elder or presi-
dent; all these offices must be filled as they ever
have been, by the voice of those over whom they
are to preside.”—Page 28, second column.

The Crow Creek record shows that the Church
of Christ had five apostles in 1863, They were
Grandville Hedrick, David Judy, Jedediah
Owen, Adna C. Haldeman, and John E. Page, As
time went on a sentiment developed in favor of

waiting until the ‘“‘one wmighty and strong’”
should come, when it was believed he = wonld

choose apostles. At the same time that this idea
is expressed by John R. Haldeman, however, we
find that this idea is expressed
find him declaring that ““Twelve apostles should
be the highest quorum in the church.” ( Fvening
and Morning Star, Vol. 12, No. 6, pages 1 and 4,
article, ““Changes in Articles and  Covenants.’’
Also see article, ““The Original Form,”” in K. and
M. Star for Nov., 1911, No. 7, pages 2 and 3.)
Influence was brought to bear upon the Church
of Christ in 1925, seeking to persuade her to post-
pone the choosing of apostles, The church has
been criticized sinee for doing so by some who
do not recognize the call that came as divine.
The church was its own judge in that matter.
The church has always had to decide for itself.
If it were to wait until everyone were satisfied
before it moved out, the chureh would never, in
all the ages. of the world, have done anything.
We must proceed according to the light and tes-
timony that come to us, and wait for time to
prove or disprove the wisdom of our course.
We do not guestion the sineerity of those who,
in the past, thought the chureh should wait until
God did something extraordinary. Good people
are making the same mistake today. The logie
of the position would be to deny that there
should ever have been any apostles in the church
in these last days, thus far, since the ““one mighty
and strong’ has not yet appeared. The revela-
tion concerning such a one was given in 1832,
and it would be as reasonable to say that the
early church should have deferred choosing
apostles until the *‘one mighty and strong’? had
come and placed them in the church as to say
that the Church of Christ should not have pro-
ceeded with their organization until he came.
The church is not bound by anything that is
not found in the standard of evidence. The pat-
tern for church organization has been revealed
in the Bible and the Book of Mormon, supple-
mented by latter day revelation. The church in
these last days was directed to fashion itself like
the pattern. So early as 1829 the Lord command.
ed that twelve apostles should be chosen. (See
Seciton 16, Doe. and Cov.; Chapter 15, Book of
Commandments.) 2The Chureh of Christ has pro-
ceeded according to the pattern. :

The Church of Christ and Revelation. Some
would have the Chureh of Christ committed to
certain things it does not believe becanse it has
not rejected the Book of Doetrine and Covenants
The Church of Christ does not aim to g0




to one extreme or the other. It does not reject
everything because it does not accept everything.
The wheat is not ‘a}}mmi away as well as the
tares. The Chureh has alwayvs insisted upon the
right to judge each rm*eiai:uim by the standard of
evzdeace, the Bible and the Book of Mormorn. The
Chureh applies this rule to all revelation,

We are told that Grandville Hedrick gave ‘‘sev-

eral false revelations’ and that ‘‘the ministers
Who withdrew from the Reorganized Chureh and
are now in control of the affairs on the Temple
Lot are not heralding this faet on the housetops.”’
If what this writer says 18 frue, it only goes to
show that in the Church of Christ no man - is
placed upon a pedestal and that every revelation
must stand upon its own merits. We appreciate
the admission.

s-w

Consistency. A sense of humor finds consider-
able amusement under this head. The church is
ridiculed for not being consistent, and when the
charge-is turned upon the acenser he replies that
consistency does not belong to great minds. There-
upon we get to wondering if the intention was to
deride us or to f‘*mnzﬁimﬂif us. It must certain-
Iy be the latter, unless the eritic has one yule for
hi nwh‘ and another nﬂ(» éfm' others.

Who Will Build the Temple? Because the 10th
chapter of third Nephi tells us that the new Jeru-

salem will be built by Lamanites, Gentiles and

Jews, irrespective of nationality, some conelude
that ﬂm failnre thus far, to build Zion, is to be
accounted for on the ground that the Gentiles
have not been appointed to do that work,

Zion is essentially the pure in heart; a brother-
hood wherein the welfare of others is sought as
much as our own. Aeccording to the reasoning of
some people it is not the privilege of the Gen-
tiles to become pure in heart. It is presumptuous
for them to ‘“‘love your brother as vourself,”” and
demonstrate it in a praetical way. And yet these
same. people will fell us that God is no respeector
of persons!

Ag if the poor Gentile saints have not been cir-
eumseribed enough by the theories of some, now
we are told they may not even build the temple.
The Lamanites are to take the lead in this matter,
also. We wonder why we poor Gentiles were ever
born! Why was the gospel ever preached unto us
to stir within us hopes and desires that we are for-
bidden to carry out? Why was the angel’s mes-
sage not delivered, in the first place, nnto the peo-
ple who were to e permitted to do the work?
There is some trouble somewhere. Hither the Al-
mighty has ?;:hmdﬂ}.éd or some people have slip-
pee} cog-in-the ntal-proeesses

We are zé}zmmied ‘i}mt some one has said a little
learning is a dangerous thing. If there were more
thorongh students of the sacred  books there
would not be so many foolish theories floating
about. There is not a particle of evidence to be
found anywhere for the idea that the Lamanites
are to build the temple. I_f_ any imagine there is,
let them produce it. Why the tempio is a feature

ZION'S ADVOCATE

the .

Page i

in ﬂ?ﬁ preparation that is to be made in e;ider
that the gospel may be taken to the Lamanites
and the Jews. Not only latter day revelation, but
Book of Mormon gi us to understand that
those people mn be converted only by the power
of God, and the building of the temple is to pre-
cede the pouring out.of God’s Spirit when ‘‘every
man shall hear the fulness of the gospel in his own
tongue, and in his own language, through those
who are ordained unto this power, by the admin-
istration of the Comforter, shed forth upon them,
for the revelation of Jesus Christ.’’ (D. & (. 87:
4.)

The endowment of God’s servants that they
may -take the gospel to Lamanite and Jew will
take place in i?}@ temple—*‘VYea, verily I say unto
you, I gave unto you a aemmandmem that yon
should huild an house, in the which I design to
endow those whom I have chosen with power on
high.” (D. & . 92:2)

The Lamanites could not be expected to build
the temple before they were a*(}n“f{f.‘i‘{é}ﬁ,, and every
thorough Book of Mormon student knows that no
promise in that record stands out more prominent-
Iy than the one that informs us that the gospel
is to be faken to the Lamanite and Jew by Gen-
tile instrumentality, a remnant,—a ““few,” the
parable of Zenos savs. (See Jacob o.l‘,,{) 141
These Gentile se mmh must go in the power of
God. Laiter day revelation, speaking of the time,
says: “‘And then fsﬂmetﬁ the day Wh%l’i the arm
of the Lord shall be revealed in power in convert-
ing the nations, the heathen nations, the house of
J oczejg}h of the gmg@i of their salvation.’ (h. &
C. 87:3))

When we remember that the servants of (God
who arve sent to the descendants of Joseph and
the Jew are to be endowed in the temple that is
to be built for that purpose, it is pécm} that the
building of the temple and the giving of the
great enaﬁwmem are preparatory e%m’:s preced-
ing the conversion of the Lamanites.

1t is the mission of the Church of Christ to
make this preparation and take the gzospel to the
Lamanites and the Jews that they may have the
privilege, with their Gentile brethren, of building
the holy ecity, Zion, the New Jer usalem. A
Zionie condition will have to be brou ght about in
order to make the preparation. The Lord has
warned us that he will accept the work of none
but a pure people. This temple of “steel, cement
and stone must represent the spiritual temples of
the consecrated Eswnh of the builders. The en-
dowment will not be given to a people who have
not divested themselves of selfishness. - (See D.
& C. 70:3.) The temple will be built by a Gentile

remnant g,z}mm;;j whom Zion will, ‘must, exist in
embryo. '

THE VISITS OF THE MESSENGER

We have assembled the Visits of the Messer
ger, and have them dow printed in a Traet 4 x 812
Eh pages. This makes a very fine tract, and &b{}‘ﬁ}d
be interesting to all believers of the RESTORA-
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TION. Price is 10 cents each, $1.00 per dozen, or humility are the things that are needed today

:6.50 per 100. among the . The needs of the hour will eall
For sale at the office of the Zion’s Advocate, for many. sacyi , and some of them will be

Box 212, Port Hmou, Mich,

Berkeley, Cal., January 13, 1929
Dear B mthu Moler:
Possibly items would be of interest from
this part (s! ﬂw vinevard.
Our little group has been depleted, ag we have

C%’gj\’

lost by removal Brother Inslee and family who
have moved to Los Angeles. Brother Inslee’s firm

demanded that he move there as that is where
the headquarters are. We miss them very much,
but we trust that they may be able to do much
good where they have gone. Qur best wishes go
with them.

On the evening of the 4th we were called to go
to the home of Brother Clark stating his wife was
taken suddenly 11l but belore we could get start-
ed another call came stating she had died. Sister
Clark was finishing the preparation for the even-
ing meal, and was stricken and called to Brother
(‘Lu} and said, ““Joe, what do vou think is the
matter with me,”” Brother Clark caught her and
finally got her to the bed, and she was dead in less
than thirty minutes. Our deepest sympathy goes
out to Brether Clark in his sad bereavement. The
floral offerings and the large attendance at the
funeral showed in what high esteem Hister Clark
wasg held in the community. She was a member
of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter Day Saints for many vears, the later vears of
her life were not marked witth church activities,
she was much dissatisfied with conditions. She
had not transferred but had she hived would have
done so.

The writer preached the funeral sermon, and
many expressed themselves as being pleased with
the effort.

Brother and Sister Clark had a family
s all whom survive,

EN

Soudd

of five

sons and three daughte
ter Clark ¢ active in the community, and
wherever she could extend a helping hand she

did so, and many gwe)pl@ especially some of the
women of the blind home will miss her ministra-
tions.

“We do not know the reason why,

Dark elouds so often dim the skv,

In it all we are hopeful, and are looking with
eagerness for the commencement of the Temple.
We will not be able to help much, but we }mxp a
fund started and have a few dollars to help

The urge for a eloser walk with God is quite
evident, and methinks there can be no sacrifice
too great that we might help the Lord to bring
about his purposes

As we look around and see the pride and ex-
travagance of the world, we ery out to the saints
to not follow in the wake of the world. 1 can
realize how great the temptation is to desire to
ep pace, and not to feel that v*e are out of the
gwim. But the work that has been 5:%'1*{11 to us
to do is very great, and we cannot afford to lis-
ten to the “thlbp{,lliig% of Satan.”’ Plainness and

3
imé to make no donbt. Let us not look at the
sacrifice of today but rather let us look forward
to the time when the cloud will rest on the com-
pleted temple, and the joy that will come as a
result of a W«:‘zz’i\ \;wii done.

May fmfi h{* 15 to be humble, and give ount
love, even if hate is returned. If we have to point
to the errors that have come in let us do so in
kindness

I ar

ready o consecrate what of life talent, and

energy I have for the furtherance of the cause of
Christ,
Your brother in Christ,
Wm. F. Anderson.

18 Langley Ave., Toronto,

Lmudn 14, 1929,
H. E. Moler,
FEditor Zion”s

Another year has rolled around and we are one
yvear nearer the end of our work on earth.

i trust that we all as members of the Church of

can look back on the vear that is gone with
isfaction to ourselves and with a feeling
that we have done something to forward the cause
of Christ on earth.

We are entering upon another vear of service.
May our desi hia to do greater things for the
establishing of righteousness, to determine in our
souls to ma mi{\i a greater degree of love, to eov-
enant with the Lord that we will strive to dis-
rge from our lives all selfish d es, and be-
come-as a cog in the great wheel of the Kingdom
of (EO{L vach doing their part, none assuming that
he is han the one before or after him,
but all w mzi ing together in harmony and all }we}}v
ing our eyes on the great shaft of light, Jesus
Christ.  Undoubtedly the evil one will throw
many smoke screens to blind our vision of the
<w3'&m round which the gospel wheel revolves dur-
ing the coming year, but we know that if we keep

Advocate.

our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ and keep our
winds in oa receptive co ndition so that the com-

forter may guide us into all truth, there will be

no danger of the outcome.

We held our annual business meeting }19{@ on
Jan. 8th with the result that A, O, \?(*Alt}mr
again elected presiding elder, H. D. Linnen, g;;re—
winw priest, Blanche Willeoe ks, secretary, Jean
j){;zm;? assistant  secretary, John MeArthur,
' Beatrice Terry

bt

chorister,

r»‘aup’i: Jack Shaw, ST , §i, Eiaih(ma&
chorister, \ﬁudw’n cArthur, organist, and Will
\Lilhm nsh

We have zu%dﬁd to our membership this vear

thirty-two which gives us a total mmnbu@th of
sixty-two.

We are looking iwfmwfz to greater work this
vear and the pr very. promising.
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Our church attendance has been &omewh&‘t do-
pleted owing to the scounrge that is passing over
the land, but we have seen ﬂ}é hand of God work-
ing in our behalf with the result that we are all
dh\e and most of ng well again.

Greetings to all the saints.

A, O, MeAxrthur.

January 11, 1929.
To the Editor of Zion’s Advocate

Sometime in December as I lay on my bed of
rest nnder the protective care of my Savior, a
dream came to me:

There was a small assembly of ‘{)f‘()pl@ and we
were outside walking. We were going down a
lane which had a few turns and there were a few
stores scattered along the way. There was a beau-
tiful young lady in ﬂw lead, who was dw' d in
white and had beautiful long hair which hung
down to her waist line. She was the leader ,and
we were trying to follow her. f ut on several oc-
casions we would stop to see what was along the
way, or to look in through the windows at things
and she would he gone out of sight. Then W(’
wou 1d have to hurry so fast to G‘i‘mh up with her
again. - She kept wp a steady walk and looked
ne}‘d;u ‘a@ the one gide nor the other, but kept con-
tinually going. 1 thought we x’mppmi to nwpmt
the scenes along the way several times, but in the
end we were still with her. Then I awoke.

T arose from my bed and went into another room
and sat down; it wag about 4 o’clock in the morn-
: fmmoeimion thig is what eame to me: The
beautful lady was the Church of Christ. The
small assembly were those of us who are trying
to follow in her footsteps. The things along the
way which drew our attention, were things of
the world; and when we stopped to look at them,
we would lose sight of her—the Church—and it
made it so hard for us to cateh up with her again,
when if we would only leave Hi@ things of the
world alone how much easier it would be to live
the gospel of Christ.

We know it is hard for some of us to leave the
worldly pleasufes alone, when we are among them
but if we will, how much greater our reward will
be.

1 though you might have a small space in your
Advoeate to print T?m it might be a warning to
some one.

Your sister in the gospe lof Christ,
Mrs. 1. Ferris, Detroit, Mich.

Andrews, Nebr., Jan. 8, 1929.
To the Zions Advocate:

Tnoticed an article in The Advocate; by Broth-
er P. A. Elv, advising the purchase of the Utah
edition of 111“ Book of Mormon. I have been com-
paring the Utah, the \uﬂzm ized and the Lamoni
editions.

My first objection to the Utah editions is the
headline for the second chapter of Jacob. *‘Plur-
ality of wives forbidden becanse of iniquity.”” I

~wonld term this misleading. It should read,

“Plurality of wives forbidden because of the in-
iquity of 1t.”’

In the Lm)h of Alma, the iwwh -ninth ehapter,
fourth verse (Utah mhtmn) an important passage
is {)z'z‘;ém‘ed, in comparigson with the authorized
edition. It is: ““Ye deecreeth unto them decrees
which are nnalterable.”’

There are several other places the Utah edition
does not compare in wording with the other two
editions, but I will not take space to cite them.

The Utah Book has so many more chapters
that it would be difficult to use with the other
bhooks,

I would suggest that all the members of the
Church of Christ have one kind of Book of Mor-
mon, What do the rest think?

I am vour brother,
Archie F.

i

Bell.

711 N. Florence, Sandpoint, Idahe,
Jan. 11, 1929,
H. . Moler,

Independence,
Dear Brother Moler:

At the quarterly business meeting of the Sand-
point i;f'(nn h of the Church of Christ the motion
was made, seconded and carried that the follow-
ing resolution be sent to the General Conference
of the Church of Christ:

“That all matters of grave importance coming
before the Church of Christ shall be referred to
all the Churches of Christ before becoming bind-
ing on the Churches of Christ, and that aU mat-
ters of minor importance shall be voted on by
all members of the Church of Christ attending
the General Conference.”’ "

It is requested that this resolution be published
in the Advocate as soon as possible. V

A sister of the Chureh of Christ,
Zella l}eetex,
Branch Secretary.

Mo.

“CHARITY SHALL COVER THE MULTI-
TUDE OF BINS”

In scanning the history of the Reorganization,
the last few vears, and in view of the faets of so
so many things being disclosed now of which we
never dr mn;wi in the early days of our bliss,
when we were in ignorance, we are just wonder-
ing if the Rvmmmmtzon was trying to carry out
Peter’s instruction in the first Lleﬂ& cimp 4,
verse 8, namely: “‘Charity shall cover the muliz«
tude of sins.”’

Had they gone according to the instruction in
the ‘““Ins, ’I’raﬁs " maybe conditions would not
be today what haz}f are.

Here is bow it reads In the inspired version,
““‘Charity Preventeth a multitude of sins.”’

In the case of Solomon, David and other Bible
characters the whole inmor} is given.

Why was it not so in this dlspé‘ﬂ‘:dﬁ()n? And
the echo comes back, why?

Yours for truth,
F. M. Ball
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- OBITUARY

F},,i"x”wn&hrmi Mason Flint was born May 5,
1876, at what is now Manilla, Crawford {ﬁm;tv
Towa. When he was about seven years of age, his
family returned to their former Wisconsin home,
where he lived until the time of his death. He
never married, and made his home near Oconto,
Wis, “After the death of his mother in 1919, he
made his home with his brother Clarence, He
died December 20th, 1928, of complications fol-
lowing the flu. He was a faithful member of the
Chureh of Christ, and a brother of Apostle b [
Flint. The funeral sermon was by A}m stle €. L.
Wheaton, and the interment was in Mt H m‘fe}.}
cemetery. Thus has passed on to his reward an-
other Disciple of Christ.

NOTICE
18 Langley Ave.,
Zion’s Advocate:

I have been requested by Brother George Will-
cocks to notify all coneerned, through the col-
umns of The Advocate, that he has resigned his
priesthood in the Chareh of Christ and hias hand-
ed me his Heensge mmw as his reason that he ean-
not fully endorse the Articles of Faith and Prac-
tice, and the program of the chureh in regard to
the Temple,

Toronto, Canada.’

A. O. McARTHUR,
Pastor, Toroento €, of €.

DEAR READER OF THE ADVOCATE

The ADVOCATE is not self-supporting, we
need 300 more subscribers before it will he. We

have given vou a 16-page paper so far, and have
sf:mw}ed to pay as we go, bul unless we ean get
SOMe New %ii}‘;{,}‘;?@! s, and those whose subserip-
tions have expired will renew at once, we will not
be able to put out the April number. We need

this help by March the 15th, as we expect to leave

for Conference abont March 25th, to meet with
the Committee on Temple Plans, and with the

Quornm of Twelve, April first; so you see we mnst
get the April number out early. If eaeh loeal
}mn}s will put forth an {éiimi at onee you ecan
raise the amount to pay for March and April
issues which amounts to about $150.00. See what
vou can do, get the help to me early.

tHio %e‘ﬁmg, Box 212, Port Huron, Mich.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Conference visitors not intending to make their
own arrangements should write to the reception
committee as soon as possible that we can place
them. Should the capacity of our homes be ex-
ceeded lodging will have to be sought outside,
and the rates vary from $3.00 to $4.50 for one
week for two persons, not including any meals.
The committee in charge of dining arrange-
ments will make announcement concerning board.
The Reception Committee,
(Address) Mrs. T0 . i&zfﬁfd{;i}, Secy.,
1416 West Walnut St Independence, Mo.

i s

ABOUT MEALS é‘iT NEXT GENERAL
CONFERENCE

Owing to the fact, that our numbers each year

are increasing it necessitates us to make some
definite plan serving meals to our conference

fol

: s here are willing to do their
part, but to be able to attend anv of the confer
ence, and fo be able tor accommodate the erowd,
we will have to hire some help and that will b@
an added expense to us. We feel that each one
coming in should estimate the price of two meals
a day for six or seven days for each one and do-
nate ordingly in order that we will be able to
accommodate you with good meals and ¢lear the
ses without ma king it hard on the chureh
here or a few individual We do not eare to set
a priee on the meals, as the most of you know it is
a tradition with the Chureh of Christ peaple to
neithér buy nor sell on the ’i‘emp!e Liot. - 1t has
always been held sacred by us to the extent that
we have never held a pienic or any pleasure ac-
tivities on the most ss “;mi ground. L miake men-

tion of this so von may know why we do not set a
pirice

> on the meals. But if each one does his part

it will' be just like a big home gathering. You

know how it is where everyone helps. We will
A ate donations of canned fruits, honey, egos

von wish to denate. We sistors
> Torward o your coming and will
se-it A pimg»«oz;‘f for vou as our eonvenicnce

butter, anvthing
here arve lookin
Tl

s

will allow, Bring the spirit of Christ and of good
cheer along and we will have a réjoicing time
together, one that we can always remember,

“hairman of the Dining Hall Committee,
Mrs. A. O, Frisbhey,
PO Box 232

et by

N

Mo,

Independence,

FOR SALE AT OFFICE OF ZION'S
ADVOCATE

Book of Commandments, Leather cover.... .$1.25 ;

Book of Commandments, Paper covers..... .40
ﬂmﬂamw of the Revelations, by Daniel Mae-
ITEZOT o vv ettt et e veei it ceranae. 10
eply to Bishop Clark’s Attack on Daniel ,
4 &d;mmr by C. E. Bozarth............ .10
This ;;amph}ez contains V*ﬁ{mbi? historical
data regarding the rise of the Reorgani-
zation
Correct ‘account of the Murders of J oseph
and Hyrom Smith, by W. M. Daniels, an
eve witness ......... Ceeriaiianas 1B
An Address to all behemr% in Christ by :
D :ud “i‘s?ntzszm i LT wenie 00
Why a First I 1(—“’\1381162‘{’ by Willard J. Smith A0

h(widtmﬁ on- the um%dmﬁ* of the Teniple

through Otto Fetting, per “{S{}w Ceve e 100

64 page tract by the Village Blacksmith, on the
SECOND COMING OF CHRIS ST, with the Ar-
ticles of Faith and Practice in the back, for five
ﬁs}ni« each, just the thing you have been looking
for, to hand to outsiders. Send all orders to Otto
Fetting, Box 212, Port Huron, Mich.
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Sunday, February 3, was the day suggested by
the Bishop for the contribution of funds for the
payment of the debt against the Temple Lot. We
hope that all the churches have responded. If
any have not, it is not too late yet. The Holden
Clongregation raised the amount of $49.00 for that
This was fro monly twelve members.

Once again, we wish to call attention of those
writing to Iditor of ZION’S ADVOCATE, of the
necessity of seeing that vour letters have suffi-
cient postage on them. We have been having to
pay a lot of extra postage on letters received
marked ‘“Postage Due.”” This comes out of the
editor’s own pocket. Remember that there is a
pénalty attached on letters marked ‘‘Postage
Due,”” and it costs more than it would have cost
vou in the first place. We know that this is an
oversight on your part, and that you have no de-
sire to add to our already heavy burden, so we
asgk each and all to be careful and be sure that
each letter has sufficient postage. We received a
letter from California recently on which we had
to pay Six Cents.

Apostle Otto Fetting is of the opinion that the
turning of the sod as a beginning of the Temple
work should begin on the afternoon of April 6th,
the first day of our next General Conference. This,
of course, would be dependent on the action of
the General Conference which will be then in ses-
sion. Undoubtedly there will be no objection to
this procedure. This is an historic date, with the
Church of Christ, and it would be in keeping with
this sacred date to begin the Temple construection
on that date.

He is also of the opinion that the Quorum of
Twelve should assemble one week or ten days
prior to thte convening of the General Conference.

Indirectly we hear that Bishop Frisbey says
he is sure we will go over the top in the collection
of donations for the paving debts against the
Temple Lot. This makes us glad.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES
Articles under this head do not necessarily re-
ceive the endorsement of either the Editor or
Board of Publication. Writers are responsible
for their own views.

REPLY TO CURTIS (Continued)
By C. E. Bozarth

Our Position on the Revelations

At the October Conference of 1925 the Church
of Christ passed the following resolution: “Re-
golved, that this Church of Christ accept nothing
purporting to be a revelation from God, past,
present, or future, as a revelation from God, save
that which is in harmony with both the Bible and
the Book of Mormon. Be it further resolved, That
if there be any ruling, understanding, or resolu-
tion conflicting herewith, that it be hereby re-
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Mr. Curtis quotes this resolution on page 129
of his Beliefs Defended as evidence that the
Chureh of Christ changed its position on the rev-
elations contending that they, until 1921, unqual-
ifiedly accepted the 1835 edition of the Doetrine
and Covenants.

Before an argument of this kind could have
taken form in a logical mind the subject must
have first conceded that the Doctrine and Cove-
nants is not “‘in harmony with both the Bible and
the Book of Mormon.”” Otherwise such an argun-
ment would be without occasion.

Marvelous indeed is the contrast between the
Reorganization and the Church of Christ as pic-
tured by Mr. Curtis. On pages 129-130 of His
Beliefs Defended, he says, ‘‘How different the
position of the Reorganization to the changing
and changed position of the Church of Christ.
* % % % The Reorganization from 1835 to this day
has held to the Doctrine and Covenants as adopt-
ed by the church at Kirtland in 1835.” Hold on
Mr. Curtis! Don’t you think you are taking in a
little too muech territory? According to the best
historical information 1 have been able to gather
it appears that the Reorganization was not begun
until 1852 and was not completed until 1860, If
we grant that the Reorganization has held to
the 1835 edition from its organization till *‘this
day,”” still Mr. Curtis has, as usual, missed the
truth by the small margin of a quarter of a een-
fury.

In the light of his church General Conference
Resolutions, Mr. Curtis is in an extremely poor
position to wish the absurdities of the Doctrine
and Covenants upon us or others. His own chureh
shrinks from making ‘‘a belief in the revelations
in the Book of Covenants, or the abstract doe-
trines possibly contained in it, a test of reception
and fellowship in the church.”’—Resolution No.
222, Before the adoption of this resolution an-
other had been passed, No. 54, which was the first

of a series that has intermittently shifted and
changed those resolutions from that time for-

ward. Then, why all this hue and cry about the
1835 edition or any other edition?

The Prophet HEzekiel, gazing through the-cen-
turies ahead, saw the coming forth of the Book
of Mormon, the *‘stick of Joseph.”” He saw this
record and the Bible, ‘“‘the stick of Judah’’ be-
come one in the hands of God, one bearing wit-
ness to the other. (Hzek. 37: 16-19.) And so in
the eternal harmony of heaven ‘‘the dispensation
of the fullness of times’’ was committed to earth
by the hands of angels. God being our wifness,
the Church of Christ will never consent to the
“living oraeles’ or the ‘‘commandments of men”’
being wedged between tl This

s divine union.
has been our position from the beginning as the
following will attest. ‘“The Bible and the Book
of Mormon are the authority that we are willing
to be tried by; and by that anthority we intend
to try all doctrine that is presented to us or to
the church, no matter by whom it is offered; and
the doetrine’ that these books condemn we will




