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SOPHISTRY EXPOSED
A Reply to Apasi}e J. F. Curtis of the Reorganiz-
ed Church of Latier Day Saints in His
Attack on the Church of Christ

By C. E. Bozarth of the Church of Christ

Ccontrol”

James F. Curtig thereto in his own handwriting.
Our photographer has covered all other signa-
tures to the document but this one to which we
wish to call attention.

This document was drawn up at the Reorganiz
ed Church General Conference of 1925 and wmm%
by several hundred in indignant pm’imt ‘w:snr«.’ﬁ
the supercilious document of Pres. Smith on
church government, then pending i)efme the con-
ference, by which he hoped to enthrone himself
as the Suzerain of his entourage. Supreme Direc-
tional Control!

James 10, Cuartls, as 1t may be seen, was the
fifth to sign the protest denouncing Pres. Smith’s
proposed change in chureh government as an
“ipsidious d(mz rture from the faith.” He
the fifth to accuse the Reorganized Church man-

ipulators with the “‘illegal selection and instrue-
tam, of certain delegates to the General Confer-
ence’” of 1925 and to charge that there were ‘‘ir-
regularities attending the introduction and de-
velopment of the doctrine of supreme directional
> and that there was a ‘‘threat of elemi-
made by the President of ti;e Church
against some of the leading Church offi-

nation’

Smatosraay

Trl hhe ne

uren m’m-«
ol nf *M’rmx,,

z&c%’ki%r@’i o
!‘«’959—‘ 5 ‘f"?f&n :

Lane

p, @m mﬁdsﬁ ;:r;z’

wr'»; who are opposed to the dwmmmt on

Chureh government.”” And Mr. James F.
Curtis was the fifth, of the mmdrods who
rs%s;'v 1 the protest, to charge that the
President’s dw.;cnd for Supreme Direc-
tic mi Control  “*wounld fundamentally
chunge the established Ui"di.‘/!‘ of  the

Chureh’ and if indorsed by the church
it would bhe tantamount to apostasy-—a
departure from the accepted prineiples and
practices of this Reorganized Chureh.”

The President’s document beeame law
by act of general conference. And by this
act, according to the protest document
signed by Mr. Curtis, the Reorganized
Chureh underwent the ““change from a
Theocratic-demoeracy to an autocracy of
1 hierarchy with final and supreme diree-
ional control in the hands of one man.”’

The transcendent pomposity  of  that
fone man’’ power thus p‘i*%nkvd in  the
puissant garb of gnwt!‘s wrimacy, equip-
ped with the elub < Avm, and ensconced
upon the wvios%:m,i(* throne by hermetic
incantation and general conference acqui-
escence, seems to have presented such a
redoubiable spectacle to our m‘*:h%"hiies pro-
testor that he now bursts out in t;%)qumuim
cuphemism, **Our Beliefs Defended.”

On page 135 of this ** Defence’” Mr. Cur-
tis quotes o part of a resolution which he
savs was ““adopted by the General Con-
ference of the Reorganized Church in
1926, placing its interpretation upon the
document on church government adopted

I
4
L
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origi-

corewna o s ven

by the General Conference of 1925.7 He
makes no further comment leaving the in-
e 4 faronon that thig ‘/‘;Xiiéi‘l‘l“s’{‘é}f‘ﬁiiii’)?’i7E iﬂ‘”{iﬁ(}“:‘
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him in his decision to .suppuzi the dogmas which
he once condemned as an “‘insidious departure
from the faith.”” The interpretation, however,
was a little belated to have entered into the solu-
tion of the problem as Mr. Curtis had already
completed 2 year’s enlistment under the new re-
gime before the 1926 resolution of ‘‘interpreta-
tion’” was passed. There were, however, other
factors that might have entered mm the ques-
tion such as the means of “*daily .

My, Curtis, in mentioning the 1926 resolution
of interpretation, does not tell us anyvthing about
the cireumstance of its adop ’i’im; From the Con-
ference Daily Herald Tor April 12, 1926, we learn
that this resolution was paemz;tmj as a substitute
for a motion offered by Apostle Paul M., Hanson
which sought to revise the 1925 doeument on Su-
preme Directional Control by ’substituting the
word general for supreme, making the reading of
the document as thus changed to read ‘general
directional control.” {)n page 48 of this num-
ber of the Herald we read, ** Apostle J. F. Curtis
spoke, mp;uortmu %39 mwnml motion of Apostie

Jaul M. Hanson.,”” The original motion lost to
the substitute and } res. Smith retains “Supreme”’
control,

If President i"wmlﬂz under grant of the 8. D. €.
document ss Conly anthority  and  the
rights as s ‘th under th e law of the chureh?”
as per the resolution of mie./}.prcizslion quoted by

My, Curtis, then why the = D, (. document

all? “And why did Pres, Smuth tear up the church
in quest of power that he already possessed? In-
terpretation cannot answer! \eu?zoz' can inter-

sprove the cha Curtis in
1925, of rregularitic sats of e mzm(mum il
legal selection and instruction of delegates, which
h{», hurled against the Presidency at that time!
Reorganization Inconsistent in Attitude

The Reorganized Church is manifesting quite
an erratic attitude toward the Chureh of Christ.
At one time we have been the nnvielding subjects
of their cajoling arts, and at another time, the
yhieet of 1 §n ir conternpt. They hd\(‘ spoken to us
in the voice of Jacob and they have extended us
the hand of FEs au

In November, 1863, W. W. Blair, of the Reor-
ganized Church, wrote brother A. (. Haldeman,
of the Chureh of Christ, asking, ““How 1s Sister
Haldeman and vour little ones, vour mother,
Brother Judy, HEDRICK, Adams, and others
with whom we visited in vour vicinity? I would
be glad to hear émm VO, ALL YOUR MEMORY
IS ENSHRINED IN'A WARM PLACE IN MY
HEART.” While Blair was ;*mnf :mplating the
visit just spoken of he wrote Brother Haldeman
as follows, **The spirit of the Lord was with us
mopower, and the Lord declaved fo us in pro-
phecy, through Brother Briggs, that the time had
not come when we should be united as we desi-
ed, that the saints to whom we were going were
His people.”’

The months that followed
the Lord for us to unite with
tion, the Reorganized Church..
contrary, the {)1(,1(‘,}_k were “*Onward

pretation d

bore no word from
the New Organiza-

But quite to the
to Zion, |

&

will prepare the way before you.”” Alert to the
Pt pu\ s of Zion, these early saints, like Abra-
ham of old, “*went, as Jehovah had spoken’’ to
““the land’" appointed for the gathering, and
bought the consecrated spot for the building of
the temple. Meanwhile %w Reorganization nap-
ped on under the spell of a prophetic lullaby
which cautioned **against going to that land be

fore (md i(ﬂﬁ!ﬂciﬂd H;» saints to go there by H

pm;;}w Joseph.”” See the Saint’s Herald, Ax,ig,

5, 1864,

The provisional favor that guided these peo-
ple of God hack to the land, before appointed, for
the gathering of his saints, and made them the
custodians of the sacred Temple Lot brought
upon them the envious reproach of the Reorgan-
ization, who after restlessly waiting twenty-four
long vears for God to otherwise deliver into their
.i.mm* this coveted spot, instituted snit for its
D sion in 1891, Now, the people who were
once m;ximnv(? in the heart of Blair, called

“saints”’ by Briggs and claimed by God, are as-
t:—i*;ilvd with opprobrious epithets.

e Amended Bill in Equity of the complain-
;‘mt, church in this suit represents the mood of
their attitude toward the Church of Christ at that
date. We {,ili()ﬁ‘ from the bill: “* And defendants
(Church m»‘ Christ) deny the ordinance of Bap-
tism for the Dead as idawh{ by vour Orator and
the mother church. And in this as well as in many
other matters d{ffemldnts are now and from their
organization have been heretical, and in opposi-
tion to the teachings, tenets, and ordinances of
the mother church.”—Plaintiff’s Abstract, page
10,

As soon as time could seab the sores of their de-
feat in this ilim(a"tmn it seems that their courage
rose in the thonght that subti Hy might win where
open methods had failed. Once more the Church
of Christ became the object of their feigned af-
fection. In one of a uumhu of joint counecil meet-
ings between the committees of the two churches
haf followed, according to the minutes of March

1900, a revelation was offer by a Reorganiz-
ed committeeman against designating the peepie
on the Temple Lot as ““My ¢ iuifhpn of the Chnrch
of Christ.”’

In the light of subsequent developments, to-

gether with the gestures of the p: it appears
that the sole purpose of the Reorganization in
participating in these joint councils , with the

Chureh {)1 Christ, was 3{; hoodwink them out of
the ’1 emple Lot. Such a conclusion imd:\, basis in
the Alf{*!w of X*&*’«‘ﬂ(’i:iﬁ(){} and Union’ pro-
;m*«; d by the Reorganization and presented to the
Chureh of Christ on Dec. 24, 1913 for their ap-
proval.

The second provision of the proposition reads:
““In case that the memb ership of the said Chureh
of Christ shall decide to maintain their organiza-
tion branch then the said Reor @zmmed
Chureh shall admit the same upon terms of inter-
est and association with other branches of the
body and furnish for the use and benefit of said
branch at the expense of the said Reorganized
Chureh suitable place of worship and Christian

as a
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work near and across the streef east and south of
the present building of the said Church of
Christ.”’

Sheathed in the cloak of pledges and proffers,
several more paragraphs thick, is the keen edged
sword of infrigue by whiel the Chureh of Christ
people were to be severed from the Temple Lot.
The ;’)1"(&'3%1(;1’3 of severance reads: ““The party
hereto, the Chureh of Christ transfers as its mem-
bership shall direct the title of lots number fifteen
t6 twenty-three Woodson and Maxwell’s Addi-
tion to the ity of Independence, together with
attaching strip upon th(z north, TO ﬁiw trustees
of the said Rem‘ganized Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints for the use and benefit of
said church and which use and benefits it insures
equality to the interest and biﬁms it of all the mem-
bers of the said ¢hurch and for the same use and
purpose for %hl(ii it was originally held by the
trustee for the original « hareh organization A.D.
}8‘)() 3

The

adoption of the “*Agreement of Working
Harmony’ ! in 1918 by the i\u);g inization was Hw
occasion of the following remarks. Pres. Fred
M. Smith said that the Church of Christ “‘have
always maintained an honorable name and place
among men, and have held their priesthood in
righte(}mnew before God.””  Pres. lbert A,
Smith said, ““Thongh aw nments might be ad
anced upon both sides of the « juestion, as is us
“&mi]x the o this assembly (Hmtg“g. conference
. . B.) conceded that our Church of Christ
bl"’(‘jﬂn‘(‘,n had established their claims so far as
they may be involved in tracing baptism and
priesthood back to valid original sources, as an
organization they have held to the fundamental
doctrines of the Church and have been guilty of
no moral lapse.”’
So owe he been called *“the
the
and ““onr Chuarch of Ch

people of God”’
ehildren of God?”’
rist brethren’ in

in 1863, “*hereties” in 1891, ©
in 1900
1918,
So as we recur the
attitude,

Reorganization’s capricious
birth to the present, toward
1t 1*« not hard to assign their

{from thelr
ch ()1‘ Christ,

sion, *‘Our Beliefs Defende ><L" to 1ts
proper class among the nmud\ exhibited. In fact
Brother Mlbert AL had already classified it before
it was produced. He said asg qguoted above,

“Though arguments might be advanced “ our
Churel of Chrigt brethren have established thelr
claims.”’

Twice since, the soundness of Brother Klbert’s
conelusion hag been verified, once at Lancaster,
Wiseonsin and again at DeRalb, Hinois., Twice
Mr. Curtis mzmd into the forensic arena the
same specious and fallacious arguments as he
now sets forth m cunning sophistry under the
title “*Our Beliefs Defended.”” And twice this
sophism met d(*imt before the bar of an unbiased
and intelligent public. In both instances friends
and members were gained for the Church of
Christ to the extent that hardy branches of seyv-
eral members each were oigammd at the close of
the debate at both places named.

(Mo be continued)

July 10th, 1928,
Editor Zion’s Advocate, '
Dear Brother:

While reading the Zion’s Advocate which is the
best chureh paper 1 have ever read, I saw the re-
quest for more material to publish. After careful
thought, I came to the conclusion that it may be
interesti ing to the readers of the Advocate to learn
the history of the Chureh of Chrigt here at Black
River Falls, before and after or ;gamz:z;m

The summer of 1926, brought Elder B.
He was the i
this vieinity,

. Flint.
rat elder of 131@ Churceh of Christ in

He held services in the farm home
of Brother Nelson Tuecker, as that was the ounly
place open to him at that time. The attendance

was fairly good, and the seed he sowed grew. This
was ;um‘mmlh the first we had heard of the

Chureh of Christ. Of course he was followed up
by the Reorganized elders, trying to disprove his
words and branding him m an apostate. We were
therefore in a state of confusion for a while, but
we began to stndy and investigate,

The summer of 1927, brought Brother
again, also Elder James E. Yates and wife,
latter was here only one night, and that night
gave a very interesting talk, Brother Flint was
the speaker the rest of the time. About this time
Srother and Sister Nelson Tucker and daughter
transferred to the Church of Christ. )

The Jatter part of November of the same vear,
Apostle C. 1. Wheaton came here from the Lan-
caster debate. He preached the first night in
Brother Nelson Tucke house. The next night
he was allowed to preach in the Reor Ozm/ﬁd
chureh boilding. During this time Brother L. .
Holloway was t {or by i%m opposing side, and
was here the first ni::‘% of Brother Wheaton’s
discourse. That was the beginning of a night
about discussion L;xhw SIX 31 Whtx '

Brother Wheaton hud a collection of the old
chureh publications to prove all his statements,

Flint
The

jex

s0 by the time the discussion was over, Brother
Holloway had had such a whiping as the Re-
organized elders always get when discussing

chureh matters with the Chureh of Christ elders.
Of course it is a natural consequence when the
Chureh of Christ have all the proof on their side
and God’s spirit directing them.

~ The mi night of the discussion Brother J. F.
Curtis appeared on the scene and was challenged

by Brother Wheaton for a debate, It was a writ-
ten challenge, ;nmuimv ‘or a shorthand reporter.

Brother Curtis refused to debate if they were go-
ing to have a reporter, so the prospects of a con-
tinuation of the discussion or a debate was at an
end and Brother Wheaton continued services in
the & fferent farm homes, as the weather permit-
ted.

While Brother Wheaton was here three more
transferred and others were intensely interested.
He organized a Sunday school the last Sunday
of his sojourn here. From that time we have held
Sunday school, studying the Book of Mormon.

Shortly after this we organized a Ladies’ Aid, en-
§ avor ing to do our part in helping the cause of
Christ alone.
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June 9th, 1928, Apostle B. €. Flint, wife and
daughter came to hold an all day meeting. Sun-
day, June 10th, 10:30 a. m. we gathered at Brother
Nelson Tucker’s home to hold a sacrament ser-
vice, during which Brother Flint spoke in tongues
calling bmﬂwi Frank L. Knapp m the (m‘zq,{: of
an e,,dm. Other words were spoken which inspir-
ed us to go forward with the work with greater
zeal and energy.

After a nice lunch served by the '\'i:»;t@r“ and a
short intermission, Brother Flint preached a very
interesting sermon. The subject of ma disconrse
was “‘The Old Paths.”” After this we had baptis-
mal service, two young sisters having requested
baptism during the day.

That evening we met again at Brother and Sis-
ter Leslie Bowen’s. At this meeting the two sis-
ters were confirmed. Brother Frank Knapp was
ordained and a Church of Christ was organized,

others having transferred during the day, making
a total nmm})em}np of 13 110‘Lhu rank 1.
Kn&pp was appointed presiding  elder, Sister

Gladys {umpp treasurer and the writer , elerk, 1t
was a day long to be remembered, marred only by
the serious illness of the writer’s father, Archer
D. Bowen, who passed away mday, 7:30 p. m.
He was among those who tr erred their mem-
bership to the Church of Christ.

Sunday, July 8th, we held sacrament services
at Brother Nelson Tucker’s. Although we were
few in number God’s spirit was in our midst.

Now that a Church of Christ is fully organized
here it is our earnest desire to conduct the work
in a way that will be pleasing to our Heavenly
“ather, to mould our lives in such a ws ayv that
those we come in contact with may know we are
truly children of God. We have much to be thank-
ful for inasmuch as the Lord has seen fit to guide
our footsteps into the old paths and His true
chureh, where the gospel is the first consideration,
without any innovations to mar it. May we always
be worthy and able to do our part for the cause
of the }yimxod Gospel of Christ is my prayer. A
brother in Christ.

Harold D. Bowen,
Blaeck River Falls, Wis.

THE ATTACK OF THE MESSENGER

Mr. Fditor:

In THE MESSENGER for May, last, appeared

an attac !\ on the Chureh of € }ms‘( relative to the
uim of the Temple building, and the Revelation
authorizing the hmi ding of the Temple, which is
mﬂw amusing, if not very edifying; and consid-
ering the mental calibre of the writer, we are not
a mao astonished that he should make so «;hwf
low an onslaught. Among other things, hp says

“We dare to suggest that the Chureh of }nm,
has started out on a wild goose chase. T f’l(,’} may
erect a building. They may even (’mn} lete 1t in
seven vears. And what then? Will they or the
world for that matter, be any better off 2 Will God
be any nearer men than now?”

His prediction of the ¢ Wild Goose chase’” seems
to be a base effort to turn the atteniion of those
who are interested in the building of the Temple

into other channels, and is o slam to {rustvate the
accomplishment thereof.  And his  questions:
“Will they or the world be any better off 77’ and,
“Will God be any nearer men than now?’’ is so
very much like an el ftort to kick the Crutches
from underneath the (m;;,»%zg, that we turn his
own question against him by asking: “Will God
be any nearer nien i,é.(m now se of this effort
to turn away }mmw?‘ men and women from the
building of the Temple? \zz , Would God go out
of business if T. W. laid down his Cud {?(»1 and
ceased to =l z: his slams against the honest, ear-
nest efforts of men and women who are seeking
to serve Him and do s xxiil only? Is God nearer
to men, or is the world benefitted by reason of
the nnwarranted attack made on the Chureh of
Christ by the editor of ‘Thv Messenger?  And
would the purposes of the Almighty have failed
had T. W. have written intelligently and in a
Christian spirit? What is the matter with the
editor of The Messenger anyway? Has hiz mind
become so darkened that the pure ravs of Gospel
light cannot penetrate it? or is he using the Cud-
5_:‘01 merely for the purpose of slamming someone
else in a vain effort to reclaim his lost prestige?
Cloneern,”” he tells

Under the heading of “*God’s
us that according to the revelation to build the
Temple that God’s chief coneern is in the erection
of the Temple; that §§e 15 more concerned in the
facing and seating than He is in huwman welfare
and the salvation of the race; and that it is an
appeal to fanaticism and ignorance and supersti-
tion; all of which is absolutely untrue. Not a word
in that Revelation that can be honestly twisted or
distorted to maintain such an insinuation; but his
whole statement goes to show something of the
clouded condition of a man’s mind when once the
light that was in him has given place to darkness.
To offset his whole statement we insert just one
small paragraph of the Revelation, which is as
follows:

““Great shall be the jov of the
Lord, not so much because of the house, but be-
cause the Lord shall sanctify His people; His
power will be with them and His Spirit will fill
their souls with jov. 'iw}jlif’ honse :«'%ax.,N be a shelter-
ing rock to them, a haven of rest xxhwem they
will find spiritual food and knowledge, a school

b

people of the

wherein they will learn of God’s mf;{‘ii’}{*ﬁ;«;”
We said we were astonished onished

to see how the once bril
Urator had become so d: xr%«;»;meeu that its former
fine expression is now manifest only in wanton
and virile migrepresentation. T am sorry, Broth-
er T. W., sorry in my heart; and I earnestly en-
treat of you to retrace your steps, apologize for
vour misrepresentation, and square away and get
right with God. Flattery, and worldly emolu-
ments will not get vou anything of value in the
sweet bye and bye.

I am of the opinion youn are greatly in error
wherein you seek to enlighten us in the following
affirmation: 4

“Ace 1g to all Mormon teaching a genera-
tion is a hundred years. Joseph Smith predicted
i A832 that a T {,’H}p}{% would be built within the

this gifted
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generation. Here is a revelation which runs three
years over into the next generation. If Joseph
prophesied correctly as to T(*m le building then
Otto Fetting is at fault, If ‘)‘ftn i‘ etting is right
then Joseph Smith was in error.’

This sounds (uite logieal, and is caleulated to
captivate the many who hang on the words of
some exalted leader, and swallow his words with-
out anv real examination; but the thinking mind
18 not so easily cap h‘mied While, as aforesaid,
the above sounds quite logical, even this is imsed
on a false premise.

“According to all Mormon teaching’ is not a
proper basis upon thdx o build so unpmmm a
proposition as the editor of The Messenger pro-
poses; and I am of the opinion that what is here
affirmed as “All Mormon teaching’ is an exag-
geration for the occasion. But if “*All Mormon
teaching’’ is that “‘a generation is an hundred
wam,” is this a proper standard by whieh to
test so important an assertion and thus undermine
and destroy the faith of hundreds of honest peo-
ple? Why not go to the Word of God for proof of
the assertion that “‘a generation is  a  hundred
vears’ instead of basing vour argument on ‘“All
Mormon teaching?’’ \}!ould vou do so I believe
it would destroy vour theory. Let us turn to the
Bible as the “mnd Touch-stone of Truth and see
how long vour argument will show signs of life!

Going ‘zm(*k to the fifth chapter of Genesis we
there find that fzom Adam until the Flood we
sixteen 1 Hlndii d and fifty-six vears; and in all thdt
time there were but ten generations, or about one
hundred and sixty-five and one-half vears to the
generation. This does not harmonize very well
with the ‘“All Mormon teaching’’ theory. Mor-
mon philosophy may be all O. K. where it har-
monizes with the Word of God, but if not in har-
mony therewith it is not very safe to be used as
a basis upon which to build for eternity.

Abraham, according to the Word of God, was a
wonderful character; and we read of God’s visi-
tation to him, and “his promises regarding his
posterity as follows:

““And he said unto Abram, know of a surety
that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is
not theirs, and shall serve them: and they shall
affliet them four hundred vears; and also that
nation whom they shall serve, will 1 judge: and

afterward shall thev come out with great sub-
stance. * But in the fourth generation they

shall come hither again: for the iniguity of the
Ammite\ is not vet iuU 7 (den. 15:13-16.

\M(* ~They were to be afflicted four hundred
vears; bnut IN the fourth wumaimn —not at the
close ()i the fourth generation, nor after the fourth
generation—but IN the {mmh Generation; that
is to say: Within the limits of the fourth genera-
tion, (all of the specified time in which the four
hund,wi Vears doera not cover) ‘‘they shall come
hither again;’’ thus showing the ‘‘four genera-
tions’’ to extend bevond the limit of ““four hun-
dred vears.”’

Also in Exodus, 12th chapter, we read:

“Now the sojourning of the children of Israel,
who dwelt in Hgvpt, was four hundred and thirty

vears, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that
all the hosts of the Lord went out of HEevpt.”
Exodus, 12:40, 41.

Paul also confirms this; he says:

““And this I say, that the covenant, that was
confirmed afore of God in Christ, the law, which

was four hundred and thirty vears after, cannot
disannul, that it should make the promise of none
effect.”” Galations, 3:17.

Here then, according to the
during the first sixteen hundred and fifty-six
vears was about one hundred and sixty-fi
vears; and after that, God told Abraham tb
seed should be evaiv afflicted for four hu
years, but IN the FOURTH generation he would
bring them back to Canaan.

Paul affirms the Law was given four hundred
and thirty years after the above promige; and
Moses affirms that the sojourning of the children
of Israel was four hundred and thirty vears; and
the selfsame day—the very day that the four hun-
dred and thirty vears expired—which was IN
THE FOURTH GENERATION, that is ‘m say:

3ible, a generation

within the limits thereof, they mnw out of | ;(wp{.
Now dividing this four hundred and th irty
yvears into fom equal parts, we have just one

hundred and seven and one-half years to a gener-
ation. Joseph’s Revelation with regard to the
building of the Temple was given in 1832; and
one genemtmn of one hundred and geven and a
half years would not terminate until midway be-
tween 1839 and 1840 according to the latest com-
putation found in the Bible; so no matter what
“All Mormon teaching’” affirms, Fetting and Jos-
eph are not striking imndx nor mnhddi(tm each
other, but are b(}th found to be within 1}18 pre-
scribed limits of a Bible Generation.

Fetting’s Revelation given in March, 1928, au-
thorizing the building of the Temple to begin in
1929, Wlth seven vears granted for its comy letion,
will not expire until 1935; and Joseph’s i Revela-
tion given in 1832,—if a Bible giémmtion is to
be the basis of measurement,—will not expire un-
til June, 1939; and this gives Fetting’s Revela-
tion three and one-half years within the limits of
Joseph’s Revelation—according to the Bible
measurement of a generation; hence neither Jos-
eph nor Fetting is shown to be ““at fault,”” nor

‘in error,”” nor do we find them arraved as “*One
prophet against another prophet.”’

Just one more thought. Joseph in his Revela
tion said: ‘‘This wenezdtlou shall not All pass
away until an house shall be built unto the Lord,”’
ete. Please note the qualifying phrase: shall not
A-L-L, ALL, pass away; suggestive of the thought
that this generation in which the revelation was
given would be very near its close when the house
should be built unto the Lord; and we can reason-
ably conclude that so long as one man or one wo-
man shall continune to live who were living at the
time the revelation was given that “THI=" gen-
eration will not have expired; and as we some-
times read of persons now living at the advanced
age of 120, and sometimes 130, and even to atfain
to the age of 160 years, we conclude that there is
ample time in the prov idence of the Almighty for
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the building of His §@}m;iv; and as His word has
gone forth out of His mouth, it will not rvelurn
umu Him void, bat will d(,‘(iaéia!i)i?ﬁé&‘ii that where
unto it was sent.

We are therefore ‘im';@ilzl
accomplishment of God’s pury
lieve a Temple or House
Lord on the Consecrated
Independence, Mo., as nointed ont by
God and dedicated unto the Lord 3’;}'
Smith and others in the early davs of the Res
tion movement.

God grant this wo
giving and sacrifice by ﬁg} }ﬁ;%()@ji’ may
to grow and unfold as the opening pud’ M a L SERNE
tiful flower until upon the dome of the Temple of
God shall rest a eloud by day, and a pitlar of five
by night, betokening Thy presence with Thy peo-
ple -and mayv the presence of Thy Spirit, now,
be Wﬁ,h and encourage this onward and upward
movement, and the kingdom of God go forth that
the kinszd(mz of Heaven may come, is our ardent
desire and 1 wpe; and that the ol bedient helievers
in the different factions of the great Hestoration
movement may be so led that the time wi
come ﬂmt ‘{'hsw will all see eve to eve :gm
to build up the kingdom of God and his rig
ness among men 1s the constant and
prayer of ﬂw writer.

Willard J. Smith, Port Huron,

and
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he §>31” Ted
Spot, the Tem
i
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ECHOES FROM INDEPENDENCE

People wish to hear more from Independen
we are told. We are just in receipt of a letter—
“How is evervthing in Independence?’”” That is
only a sample of many letters that come to us.

It seems that people at a distan rd one
from two extreme view points, each the wgm@s%isa
of the other. On one hand ideal conditions are
expected, on the other hand people have been told
that we are alwavs quarreling. Neither idea is
correct, The peoy Jle are human here, just as they
are («weei}wiwm else. Satan has not for; tten our
location on the map, either. We are 1 to
concede that he mav ply his trade a little -
here on account of the importance of our ;mw i
in the place where Zion ig to be, but it is
that we are not left alone in the st
now and then the sweet, exhileratfs
that comes f’r(}m on high wafts in upon us,
ing our hearts and ru}.ﬁ{‘%wimw our :
we can for i‘m* upt , )
An intelligent bi\i@i “said in our pri aver
last mght, “If there is any trouble in i )
1 do not know anvthing about it,”” and this sister
has been with us 1«3;13 r'g'nm,gh ’m =<;3<>w what is

going on. Another g

E;t()

4

S| 3,.5 i

church right :Q%i 38 (m;%m nee
from an out of town friend s
are so divided ‘ih 77 e s »m m id

re.
ly, *“I’'m just going to write and tell ]

$0.”7

Tt would seem that people wou
little suspicious of those who spre:
Sectarian ministers have f‘mwm ‘m <*‘§'
torvest in this latter dav work 1

essfully in former
open arms until a
{,az*g;‘;mi;a;zé.%sm came into

vas a change, and
2 down to a

voirom *mvzmm’
“m*%‘i% (us‘i %‘

the hi&:%m'y of the Lord’s
cords go, a hindering factor
; %,mim“n At times it becomes ne-
im ﬁw chureh to protect its integrity
an¢ % %:}@ef,n revengefnal stor-

he work. mfr{ei';x'ﬁ persons 1'@1::1;;511%*‘3"}’
ile after conference told us, “Things
m“’})i(‘\i‘f ited to us about vou folks
i,u feel a)ﬂitm about In-

: here,
1s on the outside
s a fa 5 wajority here who
m;{%észw firmly by the w iiz»:, and when people
know us they find it is trne. The truth
lependence is that the Lord has deliver-
muH{ ‘Hss,\‘ threatened, and we are
Onr services of late have
> : We must not forget to
the music. We have ey ;wwi it so much,

{for awh

over
have been
here 1n s
imwm

are &

Lo U?
abont Ine
ed us W E;wn

acm on

and «;Mim\ ve comp dimented 11, What o fac
tor good, soul singing is in the services!
Brother Moler visited us é*wnﬁf: and preached
for us Bunday evening. spoke of the }w;w{f /hdt
came over %m; a5 ped upon the sacred

“ftbgua(a ﬂi?if

said, ”"i his little build-
to me.”’
nded of what a good sister told us
i ' we were to mention her
fﬁ by many as having
another organization
to the Chureh of
snid éiw u{»@,»&é'iiz‘ifia}iw of the Temple
‘;zzi deal to her, the gweet peace, ﬂw
v. No emulation oy pride. The
W w%emmgx Cleanliness and neatness

~ d. One feels at liberty to
come 1n shinple rtable clothing this  hot
weather. Little things, these, but they are appre-
ciated. 51 satd: CT1T seems so homey over
here,”” and added, “*1 passed this place today on
my way from town, and I tell vou it looked f*{md
to me

L 73

1 & ~
lot of speculation

revelation was received concerning
of the temple. Th
i‘%{'n o ;i the things we hear fumi ith a good
smment, Here 1s one sample: "’l}li*}'b
nee’’ encugh among ns to build the
r prognostigation is that we will
1o it because we are not numerically strong
h. But the thing that made eves ;‘bo{:iv
smile was when we were told of a poor man who

" on since the
the building
ed, however,

‘

at is to be expect
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o some of her beautiful work when Sister
coor remarked, Y You e:*a,mid help in dec
ie temple.”” 0L course 1 will,”” the quick
arne,
We are just in receipt of a letter from the
West, The writer tells of a dear old Heorgam 160
yrother who visited thel d: gy He sa

‘“‘“ “nw

the tem-
ihu‘i purpose,

of {f%u‘w%?
seated at adjoin
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the Choreh
b
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"!’ following over the vhen vour
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{not
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We heard, the other dav, of a sister
of our y who visited another
i s an earnest

ng that ran-

ect
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ten to feel
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ws and i(ﬁ@:ii;\;
work experiences a settled fet

ing. They do not and, wonde ring
they are in il v realize that |
only question is up to will the;
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Sunday evening, July 15 Walter 1.
O LI R . . ;,‘? - . - o Yy TiY
of Kansas City, was the speaker on the
Lot. An experience he relate

, for the firs
will be of interest fo the ren d,u:», ¢ Advo-
cate. Une evening, last summer, he said, im WaH

a sudden he felt a
wazsz\ and glaneing

d;@ plans for
E that the
ee or more, and
He kept the
the ge z’ziés'qi COn-
watched de-
Spirit,  through
s that a committee
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one of the S¥EY
aet on the commitio

elder from Wiscon-
brother at Holden,
*?'m,i worshipped with

August 5. Comm m;iuu Sundayv, An eneconr
ing fzau‘mw igitors present. Three
of { len, hﬁ 0 §m thren and one :s%%%im‘, spoke in the

f welecome they
were glad fo see
at home, Two of
‘ ,mi M i“mr Lord as
the morning.
school,  She
was ““food”’

- earnestly,

?,i %ze‘& o1

ation forms,
COmes t Qi a hrother

our services

ave sent for three appli-
ks, one for each of them and thelr son.
i recetves  word from DBrother

e .
Wheaton very much alive after coming
80 nwsi Irowned, §i<% i prea wehing, vis-
iii (%;)1 i i

mineh mmrw'wi m the

1
they in himn,
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LET US PREPARE TO BUILD THE TEMPLE

Oh, trim yvour lamps, Children of Zion,
Trim them now while vet "tis dav;
Cfome, let us prepare to build the Temple,
Oh, let us haste and not delay.

For Christ is coming to IHis Temple,
King of Kings, our Lord we’ll see;

Ile will come with power and splendor,
If we prepare, prepared we’ll be.

Oh, trim your lamps, Children of Zion,
Ye branch of Hedrick, like warriors bold;
The Temple Lot you have protected,

A Jot more precious, yes, than gold.

To the Temple Lot our Lord is coming,
King of Kings, our Lord we’ll see;
He will come with power and splendor,
If we prepare, prepared we’ll be.

Oh, trim vour lamps, Children of Zion,
Ye branch of Joseph, strong in the faith;
Let us unite and build the Temple,

God will bless with sustaining grace.

Come, bring vour faith, we’ll build the Temple,
King of Kings, our Lord we’ll see;

He will come with power and splendor,

If we prepare, prepared we’ll be.

Oh, trim vour lamps, Children of Zion,
Ye branch of Brigham, strong and bold;
God has blessed vou m‘ih mueh wisdom,
Faith and {reasures, yvea, much gold.

Bring vour gold, we’ll build the Temple,
King of Kingm our Lord we’ll see;
He will come with power and splendor,
If we prepare, prepared we’ll be.

Oh, trim yvour lamps, Children of Zion,

Ye branch of Guttler vet with faith;

The mighty winds your branch haw hvifatmL
Yet (God hath blessed vou with His Grace.

Bring vour grace, we’ll build the Temple,
§\mg of hm;z,m our Lord we’ll see;

He will come with power and splendor,

If we prepare, prepared we’ll be.

Oh, trim vour lamps, children of Zion,
Cleanse each braneh with Fullers’ 80ap;
Ye branch of Strang, somewhat withered,
God hath blessed vou with that hope.

Bring vour hope, we’ll build the Temple,
King of Ix,mgs, onr Lord we’ll see;

He will come with power and s;kiﬂeudor,
If we prepare, prepared we’ll be.

Oh, trim vour lamps, Children of Zion,
T hmxgh arge or small, your branch may be;
Let all unite to bu 1d thi' Temple,

Let all prepare to build the Temple,
King of Kings, our Lord we’ll see;
He will come with power and spiendor
If we prepare, }mp( ired we’ll be.

. H. Baker,

THE TRUE BRANCH
We thank Thee, oh God, for the Master
Who offered His life on the cross,
For those who would trust Him completely,
To rid them of error and dross.

We thank Thee for giving Thy Spirit,
To all those who trust and obey

And follow His teachings (/{)mpiet(ll
No matter how rugged the way.

We thank Thee, oh God, for the Remnant,
Preserved by Thy power and might,

As a haven of light and of refuge

To those who desire to do right.

For 'Fhou hast informed us but lately,
For reasons best known unto Thee,

T hou hast kept this branch of Th\' people
Nourished from the roots of the tree.

‘While other branches are worshipping
At shrines not ordered of Thee,

This native branch on the Temple Lot
Still elings to the original tree.

We know some people speak lightly
Of Thy power and marvelous light
And prefer to follow the tmehmgs
Of branches now sickened with blight.

And their false, erroneous teachings

Of science and ph;io&ophy

Have caused them to bear a blasted fruit,
Never borne by the parent tree.

For the sap of these blasted branches
Is bitter and poison as gall,

Sueh as nonrished the forbidden fruit
In the garden before the fall.

We know if we keep Thy commandments,
And seek always to do Thy will,

Within us will well up the knowledge
That Thou dost abide with us still.

For we know at last Thou hast spoken
To Israel now wandering away

From the law the Master has given
To guide them in these latter days.

And bid them to cease their contentions,
All bickerings, malice and strife,

And follow the plan Thou hast given
For final redemption and life.

S0, we plead again for Thy Zion,
W hen opening her golden gates,
‘l’he pufneted of all ages ﬂ'&ihe
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LAMONI NEWS

Lamoni, Towa, July
Bro. Otto Fetting:

The ehureh of Christ at Lamoni is moving for-
ward slowly, 1ts growth has not  been ()i the
mushroom character. Those having united with
the church here, have done so after prayerful and
careful consideration of the matter.

Since the organization of the local church a
vear ago 50 have been added to the church at this

1928,

place, and quite a number are investigating the
claimg of the Church of Christ here and are
anxious to get Hle church hiterature.

Those not members of the church  here are

watching the members closely to see if they are
living up to the high elaims they make for them-
selves. This is as it should be. Brother M. M.
Case was with us four davs beginning with July
Sth. He
ter Ih:zmphi ev’y residence and 3 times in the city
park. The members were strengthened by his
short stay, and a few outsiders becoming inter-
ested, Brother Case promised to be with us again
later in the season.

On the evening of June 18th the local church
and friends celebrated the first anniv ersary of the

chureh here, ice eream and cake were ~01\ed* and
‘x%w evening was spent in a social way.

The Ladies” Aid are doing their part in every
way possible to help the chureh along. ’

The Sunday school is moving along nicely, and
the time thus spent is enjoved by all.

No far services have been held in private homes
but we are hoping the time is near at hand when
we will have a public meeting place.

For the next few Sunday evenings preaching
services will be held in the eity ;’)a,rk.

The first of these services was held last Sunday
evening, and attendance and interest was quite
satisfactory. Brother Fred Delong, our pastor,
has been greatly blessed in preaching. Fxpres-
stong like these have been heard from those not
members of the church:

“We feel a degree of the spirit here that we
feel nowhere 7 also **This 1s the best sermon
I have heard for vears,”’

The spirit has surely accompanied the preach-
ing of the word here. Our prayer meetings have
been all we could expect, at times the Lmd has

seen fit to grant unto us a goodly portion of his
spirit,
We realize the nearer we live the gospel law

the greater will be the blessings received.

We can truly say that the gifts of the gospel
will be manifested where the people live worthy
to receive them, Silas H. Midgorden.

Letters come to us daily, bringing us the news,

of baptisms, and fransfers also from those who

wish ‘m help in building the Temple, when the
work starts next spring, many will help, T hope
that enough money will be paid to complete the
basement. OUne man said he ,had $2,000 that he
had safe-guarded for many vears, to be nsed fm
the lempiv another said he expeded to pay
$10,000 for the Temple.

nmv} ed one nwm at B mthel and Sis--

Stonington, Maine, July 26, 1928,
Advocate Readers:

Perhaps vou w ould like to hes ir from this beau-
tiful place among the islands of the sea. I pause
as I write to drink in the beauty of the ocean
dotted with islands and to wateh the tide ebb
and flow. Nearby is M oose Island where lhm and
I, eighteen years ago, used to skip around, jump-
ing from rock to m(i. 1 tried 1’{ the other day
with Cora Sturdee, but eame home worn out.

Things are a-jingling here. 1 landed here a
week ago Saturday. Was well received by my
friends a}ihmwh unéi\p(/gt@d as 1 had not sent
notice ahead. ":{Hldd\ I attended Sunday school
and prayer meeting at Reorganized church. Was
welcomed but w hen I bore my testimony, which
[ considered very mild as T made no reference to
our differences. A sudden coldness seemed to fall
on many, and after meeting they avoided me. T
held a meeting at Brother and Sister Sturdee’s

that afternoon with 12 present. Talked on chart
on Dan 2, showing fulfillment of the i image dream
and that the little stone kingdom shouid never
be destroyed nor left to other people, but should
continue until it broke in pieces and consumed all
the other kingdoms represented in the image.

During the week following I visited, tall ked and
distr 1’mm :d literature.

On one of my visits I overheard the pianist
saving that the pastor, Brother Berve, was not
expected home until September. Later I heard
they had sent for him. He was home next Sun-
day. I attended his meeting. He read 1 John 4,
““Beloved, believe not every spirit.”” His subject
wasg ‘fLove.”’

I held a meeting in the afternoon at Brother
James Robins’ home. Talked from blackboard
on Dan 12, One dozen present. Fine attention.
All but two interested. These two were from the
other church and did not come to be interested.
They asked questions at close and made straw
men and threw them down. I had no difficulty in
answering their questions.

The other day on one of my visits two elders

waited on me. One of them had previously called
m Brother Sturdee’s with the evident intention
of inducing them to close their honse against me,
but was told that 1 could stay in their home and
also hold meetings just as long as I wished.

On this second occasion they came to see me.

One of them had been bmmfhl into the Reorgan-
ized church
They

by Dan and T nineteen yvears ago.
asked me if T were still a member ()f the
ganized chiurch. I replied, T do not know.
I have asked twice to have my name removed.”’

They then told wme they had heard from my
home braneh and I was still o member and they
did not think it was right for me to say their
church was in apostasy while I was yvet a member
of it.

I veplied that it was no fault of mine if my
name were still there. Much more was said whieh
[ will not burden vou by tellin

This week T am making a Emzf visiting the
sick and the well, talking and dn\iulmmw hter
ature,
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We want Ad-
vocate o succee If we can get everyone to help
in getting subscribers we can soon put it on its
ff\{fi again financially. Won't you help us? We
feel the Advocate m be self sustaining. We
therefore appeal to {»w‘*r}f’ subscriber. If every
local church would send five new subseriptions
each month we would soon have a paper that
could be published onthly and pay its way.
Write me at once whatl vou can do for us.

Utto Fetting,
Fox No. 212,
Port Huron, Mi
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We are iih'il’%’i'}ng’ on an all dav meeting August
26, and expect Brother and Sister Wood, also
Brother i,mw,»a and many others to meet with us
at this time.

Our Church School is planning on a pienic
early in September.

Centralia, Wash., August 3, 1928.

Dear FEditor, Advocate:
hwi a few words of greeting, news with us, and
al observation. We are well and busy, and

happy in the knowledge that despite diffie néﬁw
to surmount, toil in gospel ondéﬂ.wn, and unjust
eriticisms from wii} out, the Spirit and Power of
the pure gospel of life and .ai\tltmu it attendant
upon our labors.

Amid all of %zm'\ difficulties, adversities, wor-
ries, reverses, or jovs and blessings, there is noth-
ing more potent im every occasion of the soul’s
ceds, and nothing sweeter than the beautiful
gospel of our Lord delivered to us in these days.
s life, light and is genuine.
icisms of the Chureh of Christ, such as are
spoken and published in some quarters by those
who are chagrined in various ways because of the
progress and prospects attained and before us,
throw up a barrage of evil intent, but the

nains that in addition to the dogtrinal and
{1;;(%;10;'1“ of the Chureh of Christ in
esent status, the old time Spirit and Power
of the gospel with 11&«, life-giving current from
above rely atiendant pm Ter present day
ministry and service. And that is the important
thing.

The time is not far distant when the ministry
of the Church of Christ will be delivering - its
message Lo the people of the whole world, that
there will be very little specific attention given
to those who are determined to remain under the
spiritual ossification of Reorganized church rule.

Ny z‘zs:'aii}g and by divine divection the message
ué the Chureh of Christ is first to our brethren and

S 5 ers who ave imperiled by the snare of the
at Heorganized chureh apostasy. Bnt when
some of them fi wally spurn the deliverance offer-
ed of the Lord, lo, we can only turn from them
unto the nullions of fa :z«hmﬂ souls who have
E
e
i

may

faet® re

ib“«‘

3
not known of the greal restoration of the gospel
in these J:M L:‘w« Ti rein lies the field for the
ter work of the Church
o dave now near m hand.

We continue to receive transfers of member-
ship from the Reorganized chureh to the Church
of Christ thro the mail regularly., Sent ont
three dav before vesterday, and several more,
during the last week, Two more transferred at
onr Bellingham, Washington meetings and a
brother was called by the Spirit, and ordained to
the ministry. Also at that place we baptized a
lady who was of a keen and mature mind and a
;iig‘léz il disposition, had never before been a
member of any chureh. Brother Wheaton is bap-
o at Sandpoint; and voung Brother Savage
as his missionary associate is rendering efficeint
service.

More points are open for preaching than can
be filled. Thus the work of {1(* Lord grows and
spreads and our souls rejoice in the }’rlwk,mi% of
the Hniv One of Israel. Sincerely,

Your brother and sister in the fellowship of
xztl\‘n‘f,inn

James T

of Christ in the com-

Yates and Vida . Smith Yates,
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SECTARIAN METHODS USED BY REORGAN-
IZED ELDERS

July 30, 1928

“wimmm ton

Yesterday Brother Berve, pastor

branch, Reorganization, preached on the Chureh
of Christ. The following are a few of his many
statements,

“How absurd it is for a few to sav that the
church is in apostasy, when if was wni ©eommon

consent that carried the docume ué " (on supreme
controls)

He said that “‘some apostles laid hands on ofh-
ers ordaining them to the office of apostle and
later said the church was in apostasy.”

This eould not refer to anvone who came over
to the Church of Christ, as no one has come who
ever held apostleship in the Reorganization. But
Brother Berve made it appear to be the action
of some of our men,

He said, it never was that a small part of the
people who went out of the chureh were right and
the main body in apostasy.

““For ninety-eight years these grayv haired si
have defended this church” he exclaimed.

I wonder what he thought about the few who
did not follow the main body in 184G but went
with Strang, W. B. Smith and others and later
left them and in 1851-2 formed the New Organt
zation which thev afterwards called the Reor
ganized chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints. So few were they that W. W. Blair said
there were not more than fifty or sixty members
when he came in in 1857,

Speaking of the introduction of the presidency
Brother Berve asked, ““Is it a fact that since 18
not one honest man could be found to tell the
people they were wrong?”’

Had he read D. C. 83:8 he would have seen that
God spoke through Joseph Smith himself five
months after the presidency was introduced sav-
ing: “Your minds (the minds of Joseph Smith
and six elders) in times past have been darkened
because of unbelief and because you have treated
lightly the things you have received, which van.
ity and unbehef hath brought the Wh@lé‘ church
under cendemnaﬁwn

Not a very brilliant record for the first
months the church was under a presidency.

Many “‘honest men’” have cried ont against a
presidency being in the church, notably David
Whitmer, and the ‘}%urf*h of Christ, and T. W,
Willians of the Church of Jesus Christ.

Brother Berve said that we sent out tracts to

[ b

five

every tithe paver in the Reorganized church tell-
ing them not to pay tithes,
This is positively an untruth. 1 defy Brother

Berve or anvone else to produce the
the Church of Christ or any member
sent ont such literature.

He quoted B. of M. that Alma was over the
chureh as a High Priest, and ;\:z;id the law was
a type of things to come. But he did not tell us
Paul had explained in Heb. 7: 26-28 that the Iligh
Priest under the law typified Christ the great
High Priest who offered himself a saci for
sin.
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He declared that “*only personal hatred of the
president of the és; b’ made us leave in 19 3,

but “‘many are returning
I’d like him to name six wh
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He said we had adopted the Book of Command-
ments Eé?éi‘i then he read where it said ““Joseph
was the only one to receive revelations for the
chuyeh,

When did ve adopt it, Brother Berve? We
have only two books we accept as law—DBible and
Book of Mormon. All other revelations are re-

ceived on their
two rocords.

He said ““The Book
printed during the turmoi
No, no, it was in print
He declared that we ch:
church with the changin ;“'wiagiionv ”

The revelations were ¢ ged and shed 17
vears before the gfi{,*i3}';;.,¢212 fu*zam WS T (M«i{ia( €.

He told us Haldeman told him that he can’t
get along with us, we vote everything away.

Poor Brother Haldeman, we sorry we dis-
turh vour peacelul bon were interred in
mother earth ve before over to the
Chureh of Christ,

In speaking of Supreme control he said it mere-
v means Chief and Just the president the
privilege of earrving out the commandments of
comference,

Too bad to break the church up over such a
»in’«;s%i‘* matier. Conference need fo vote

m} that right, he had it alves

“MebDowell  and j ’

merits when compared with these

kR
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‘ears before that.
the “* Reorganized
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preme Court of \Inxsmm reversed the decision
of Judge Philly

He spi)i\f* m! Nm building <>i the Temple and
said, ‘I know Otto Fetting’” and so far as tone
could convey the impression it was not flattering
to Otto Fetting. He said lightly, “*Utah may
build a temple and we mayv build a templp before
the Hedrickites get their temple built.’

How lightly they treat the word of the Lord
which tells where the Temp}e shall be built, upon
which the glory of God shall rest. Truly they
may build temples but there is only one spot dedi-
eated for the temple which Christ shall honor
with His presence,

He exulted in the thought that the tithe pay-
ers had continued to pay tithes, even more than
before. ““Otherwise what would have been the
effect? Brother - and T would have had to
take our hammers and saws and have gone to
work,”’

Good men are doing that every day, Brother
Berve. Many good men have done that since 1925
rather than sustain a system they did not believe.

At the close of his sermon [ arose and asked
if I might ask a question. Elder Henry Katon
who was in charge of the meeting said, ““1 think
not. But whatever Brother Berve savs.”” Brother
Berve arose and refused me the privilege, Said
any questions that were asked must be asked in
his own home,

Elder Eaton had been to my meeting one week

before and had not only asked questions but
made statements, all of which were courteously
allowed.

I could not help thinking of the many times in
the not far distant past that we boasted of the
open Bible and free pulpit in the Reorganized
church, and questions were not only allowed but
invited from all comers; when we feared not the
face of clay, but invited the closest investigation
of our claims, and declaved that they who were
not ready to have their doctrines thus ex(umm(i
were conscious of thetr weakness.

But I have Tived to see a missionary of the Re-
orgamzed church refuse fo let a woman ask a
]uei,xtmn in his church after he had said many
things about her church which were not true.

The seed of truth has been sown however, by
the printed word and the word of mouth and
is ready for the sunshine and rain of God’s love
to bring forth a erop. I am glad T am in o chureh
that is not afraid to have any question asked.

Yours in the confliet,
Maggie aMegregor.

Sister Macgregor: i don’t know this Brother
Berve, never seen him. If he knows me | can as
sure you he don’t know anvthing bad about me.
I have made the statement fifty times or more,
when in the Reorganized chureh, and since I
united with the Church of Christ, that if T ever
cheated or defrauded anvone 1 would be like
Zacchaeus of old, I will restore four fold. This
offer is good, to all men in or out of the church.

GLEANINGS BY THE WAY
By Elder Clarence 1., Wh "mm

Once more we enter the columns of the Advo-
cate with a few bits of interesting news gleaned
along the way of our missionary travels from
here and there among the children of men. Let
ters have come urging that T let the people know
through the Advocate of some of my experiences,

After the General Conference of last April was
over several of the local ministry with the h@i;) of
%bt(} Mactregor, Apostle Woods and. i

eld a series of meetings at Independence, :
souri, which resulted in adding almost twenty
members to the local chureh through transfers
and baptism. During this time my voungest hoy
took sick with a combination of diseases, which
nearly caused us to be deprived of his happy little
presence in our home. But owing to the mercies
of the dear Lord who watches over ug he was
spared to ns. After almost ten days’ fight with
the fever which raged to 105 and 106 in the day
time and only sul mdv 1 for a few hours each mght
the Lord heard the pravers of the elders as they
administered to him. One Saturday afternoon as
the pastor, W. K. Willians, who was at my home,
and I were preparing to go to church to attend a
trial, of which we were participants, the admoni-
tion came through the spirit to fuhmﬁmie} to the
child. At the time T was dressing and called into
the other room a request to Brother Williams to

make preparation to administer when 1 got
throungh. Being somewhat surprised at the low

tone in which he replied and not catehing the full
meaning of his \amdx I stepped to the dmn and
there the good brother was already kneeling at
the bedside in the act of carrying out the ordi-
nance. | felt the & mn s presence and was assur-
ed that the bov would be 53(?:110(1»%{1!o first ray of
hope through all the dark hours of anxiety that
had preceded this event. From that time my
boy’s fever receded until when we returned at
evening it was down almost to normal.  From
that time the fever gradually left him and in a
few days I had the pleasure of taking him for a
short ride in my car. The following Sunday 1
felt free to answer an invitation to preach at
Knobnoster, Missouri, where T was pleased to
meet a ﬂoodl\ gathering of the m vm}wh and those
who were mvmtumtnw The same evening 1
preached at Holden in 13 e home of Apostle Moler.
From hm e L drove on to Independence, some fifty
miles away and arived home im d, but happy af-
ter the (Ln s experiences, The following © unday
I preac Jied at Independence. This was my last
meeting with the loved ones and friends in  my
home wium*ié,

After services that night, May 20th, 1 started
on my trip \\’a?st. Driving dayv and night with
Just snatches of sleep in the car on the roadside,
L arrived at Colorado Springs, the afternoon of
the 22nd, 'ﬂhmo I was nmdp wel come at the home
of \pmﬂv hos. Barton. I had a very pleasant
stay at this place, during which time Brother
Adolph Barton, whom 1 had haptized the pre-
vious summer, outfitted my ecar with additional
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This brother’s kindly solicitation and interest in
my welfare while out in the field will never be
forgotien On Sunday, the 27th, T preached twice
at the hall, where there was a nice gathering of
members from both the Springs and i}em*e That
evening I left with the family of Brother Noblett,
a pne% in the Denver local, for Denver. Here I
was glad to see our beloved Brother Buckley and
the Bartletts before retiring for the night. The
following night I preached in the (hur(*h to sueh
as could be g,tth ered on such short notice. The
next afternoon midst many regrets at having to
leave the Denverites, I drove over to Fort Collins,
Colorado, to the home of Flder Wilbur Savage,
who had previously been set apart to the office “of
Seventy by Ap%tle Wood.

This was my objective point up to that time,
as 1 had through correspondence, arranged to
take this brother’s son, James W. Savage on this
trip as a missionary companion. This young man
had only been ordained the previous week or two,
and having a desire to devote his life to the min-
istry, this proved a good opportunity for him to
wet the nec essary experience, Feeling the press-
ing needs of the field and the pmmptm"\ of the
f‘spn it we continued the trip the next morning as
soon as breakfast and packing was over, which

was about seven o’clock. After an interesting
though tiresome trip across Southern Wyoming,
whic h inelnded mess and camp by the way we
arrived in Salt Lake City, Utah the following
Thursday night. The next day was crowded With
many interesting events. Fir st of all we drove the
car to a garage for some minor repairs, and in the
interim we starte(i on a tour of the city. The first
place of interest was the famous T: abernacle, and
Temple Grounds. This proved to be quite infer-
esting to us. By inquiry we found that there
woulr be an organ recital at noon, so lingered in
the vieinity of t‘ho grounds where we were soon
made part of a Luge group that were taken to
all points of interest,—except the Temple, by a
guide. Soon we found ourselves in the Taber-
nacle, listening to a short lecture by the guide,
who proved to be the son-in-law of Heber J.
Grant. Questions were allowed at the close of his
lecture md I asked a few of him. He misnnder-
stood my motives and confused me with the Re-
Gz*gzam/ed people, but felt better when I inform-
ed him i}mt I was a member of the Church of
Christ. I found that just to mention the Temple
Lot and T had the key to the whole town,—ex-
cept the Temple, if it had not been for hypocrisy
I would have almost joined the chureh and paid
my tithes fo go t}:,mugh there,

The guide upon learning who we were lost no
time in making our presence known to President
Heber .J. Grant. More about this later. By 3y cour-
tesy of the guide, who had now befriended us, we
were taken to the best seats in the Tabernacle
for the recital. All music lovers would enjoy the
privilege of slipping into this quiet place and Ii
tening to the wonderful tones of the great p!p@
organ as the beantiful strains of Shal ;)mt 5 ““Ser-
enade,”” that grand old hymn ‘‘Come, oh thou
King of Kings.”” and the sweet melodv. ‘“‘Take

me back to old Virginia,”” brought memories of
romance, of religious faith and of the NMouth fo us
across the room, which was perfect in its appoint-
ments and accoustics. After this we had  the
pleasure of meeting the organist and having him
explain the Wo;rhmw« of the mechanical part of
this great m\tvumvm, and its historyv, It 1s quite
a monument to the pioneering spirit of these peo-
ple who came into t‘he wilderness of the Valley of
those early davs,

After lunch we called at the General Chureh
offices of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, for a short talk with Pre

sident Grant.
During the time we were waiting to get into his
private office, a guide was pw\'ided who very
courteously ahowml us throngh the building. In
the Geneological Room 1 hdd the pleasure of re-
newing acquaintanceship with Elder Richard
Summerhase, with whom 1 had worked in the Lia-
hona office at Independence, a number of vears
ago when a printer. After that we were taken to
the Historian’s office where we formed the ac-
quaintance of Anthony Lund, who took a delight
in showing us through the library of the church,
where we were permitted to see and handle many
of the rare records and publications of the early
church. By this time we were ushered into the
offices of the first presidency, where we had a very
pleasant half hour’s conversation with President
Grant and his Conneillors over varions phases of
the church work. We outlined to them our hope
as a church and the expectation of the Church of
Christ to start the construction of the Temple in
1929, This struck a responsive chord and a very
cordial invitation was extended fo and m‘vepted
by us, to go with the president to the Brigham
\mmu celebration that was taking place in Im-
migration Canon. At this place is a large monu-
ment marking the place where imvhdm Young
obtained his fust view of fm Salt Take Vallev,
and planting hig staff firmly in the ground said,
crp h;s is tho place.”” Prior to the starting of the
celebration President Grant gave us a nice ride
up through the canon, pointmg out the places of
inferest and the old trail that was made by the
followers of their prophet into the valley. At
the monument, we listened to a  band concert,
speeches by several of the prominent officials of
the chureh, and were introduced to many of the
descendents of the Young family including a son

whom I had met a mun’bm of vears ago in In-
dependence. IFrom this place a long caravan of

cars was formed and a tnm was made, which
skirted the city by the wayv of a high mountain
road that kept the ecity constantly in view. This
trip came to an end high upon the side of Signal
mountain just a few L i before sunset. ,I!me
we were served with ‘am(*nis and the young
people engaged in various games. At dusk a
great log fire was kindled, a large canvas was
stretehed upon the ground, musicians came for-
ward and soon old and voung mingled together,
dancing the square dance, various reels, and

few of the modern dances. It made a fantastie
scene as their shadows were cast by the log fire
upon the mountainside. Bv this time mvriads of
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READ MORE

When a speaker stands before an audience he
little dreams the weight one small word may have
on the minds of his hearers. The first time I
heard Brother H. E. Moler speak, he said, *“T be-
lieve we ought to read more, that we might keep
our minds refreshed on matters concerning the
chureh,””

About that time T was thinking very strongly
of installing a radio in my home, as T live on a
farm, and am somewhat isolated, and T thought
radio would be company to me, and I could hear
sermons on Sundays. One morning while T was
working about the house, and thinking over the
matter, a voice said to me, if you will read the
church books yvou have in your possession, you
will not need a radio,”” and T saw spread out be-
fore me in an open vision the Bible, Book of Mor-
mon, and Book of Commandments. Then I re.
membered what Brother Moler had said, ‘‘we
ought to read more.”” T have always read my
books on Sunday when I was not able to attend
chureh, but couldn’t seem to find time week days
to read; but I resolved to vead at least one-half
hour each day, soon I began to read more until
sometimes I read for hours, and st ‘ange as it may
seem I do more work than I used to do, and in
reading I find so many places where we are ad-
monished to read. Jesus says, ‘‘Search the Serip-
tures, for in them ye think ve have eternal life,
and they are they which testify of me.”” John
5:30. James says, “If any lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all men, liberally and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”’
James 1:5. Again Jesus says, ‘“Ask and it shall
be given unto you, seek and ve shall find; knock
and it shall be opened unto you.”” Matt. 7:7, J esns
not only wants us to read but to seek and search
for knowledge or wisdom and while we read we
must pray that the eves of our understanding be
enlightened, that we may understand. Brother
Richard Hill used to admonish us to ‘‘search the
seriptures that you might be prepared to give a
reason for the hope that is within yvou.””  The
FEthopian read as he rode in his chariot, and he
did not understand what he read. God sent Philip
to preach to him and he understood and was hap-
tized. Acts 8:26 to 39,

Paul says, “The Jews at Berea, received the
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the
scriptures daily, whether those things were s0.”’
Aets 17:11. 1f we read our church books we will
more readily understand the speaker’s remarks.
Paul says, ““And be not conformed to this world;
but be ve transformed by the renewing of your
minds, that ye may prove what is good, and ac-
ceptable, and perfect, will of God.”” Romans 12:92.
““How shall we renew our minds except by read-
ing?”’ There is a spirit in man, and the inspira-
tion of the Almighty giveth them understanding.”’
Job 32, 8. Jesus opened the understanding of the
disciples that they might understand the Serip-
tures. Luke 24-45.. ““And God gave Solomon wis-
dom and understanding exceeding much, and

largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the
seashore.”” 1 Kings, 4:29. ““And he spake three
thousand proverbs, and his songs were a thousand
and five.” Kings 4:32. “The fear of the Lord
1s the beginning of knowledge, but fools des pise
wisdom and instruction.’”” Pro. 1, 7.

When Jesus appeared to the Nephites He ex-
pounded all the Seriptures: and He commanded
them that they should write the words which the
Father had given unto Malachi; which He should
tell them, and He had them write the Srd and 4th
chapters of Malachi; and after they had written
them He expounded them, and he saith, these
Seriptures which ve had not with vou, the Father
commanded that 1 should give them unto vou,
for it was wisdom in ITim that they should be
given unto future generations. Book of Mormon
3rd Nephi, pages 326-27. No wonder we are ad-
monished to search the Seriptures for they were
written for future generations as well as for the
former generations. On page 325 Book of Mor-
mon Jesus says: ““And now behold | say unto you
that ve had onght to search these things, yea a
commandment T give unto vou, that ve search
these things diligently; for great are the words
of Isaiah. For surely he spake as touching all
things concerning my people which are of the
house of Israel ;therefore it must needs be that he
must speak also to the Gentiles. So this i one of
the commandments of Jesus that we search these
things diligently. 1t is not enough that we attend
church services and hear the word of God taught;
what a speaker can say 1n the short time alloted
is only a taste of the divine food, but when we are
alone with God and read His word we have a
feast. When Jesnus spoke to the multitude he
spoke in parables, Mark 4-34, but when they were
alone He expounded all things to His disciples.
Just 5o it is with one who reads the word of God
without the eves of understanding, it is all as a
parable, but when we read with prayer for un-
derstanding, ““The Comforter, which is the I loly
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name,
he shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to yvour remembrance, whatsoever [ have said
unto you.”” John 14-96.

By reading the Seriptures and works pertain-
ing to the Secriptures, we feed the spirit—We
would not think of trying to keep alive our mor-
tal bodies without feeding it, neither can we keep
the spirit alive and active if we do not feed it,
Yes ““we should read more that we might keep
our minds refreshed on matters concerning the
church,”” then when matters come up for disens-
sion we will be prepared to meet them. In the
1927 conference 1 heard a very lengthy discus-
sion as to what kind of wine should be used in
our sacrament services. The Book of Command-
ments plainly says, it mattereth not what ve shall
eat or what ve shall drink when ve partake of the
sacrament, 1f it so be that ve do it with an eye
single to My glory.”” All our doubts can be clear-
ed away by reading what God has given for our
instruction.

Let us read more.

July 3, 1928, Miriam Haldeman Mason,




