“And blessed are they who shall seck to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost. 7—Nephi 3:124.
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APOSTLE DANIEL MACGREGOR PASSES ON TO HIS REWARD

His Dying Testimony Was: “I Have i"ought a Good Fight,
I Have Kept the Faith”

On Tuesday evening after
special prayer meeting he
prayed and such a prayer
the writer has  never
heard, oh, what a mani
festation of love for God's
people  evervwhere and
the  humility and ' meek-
ness manifested, T have
never  before  witnessed.
Words fail me to deseribe
the beautiful and marvel
ous  prayer of “ one. who
stood on the threshold of
the Great Beyond, save
to say that he consecrated
his all to God if he should
be spared, and his willing-
ness to go if God wanted
him on the other side. All
he asked was that if he
was to go that the time be
short.  After this prayer
he asked us to sing that
wonderful hymn “All Is
Well, All Is Well” and as
s sang we felt 2 heavenly
sresence and Elder Fet-
ting “states that he again
saw John (the messenger
that appeared to him on
three previous oeceasions)

Elder Daniel Macgreg-
or, who for many vyears
has been a missionary for
Christ, passed away at the
home. of Elder Otto Fet-
ting, Port Huron, Mich-
igan, on. Monday night,
October 3vd, at 11:30. His
companion and a number
of friends were at his side.

He died as a result of
cancer of the liver and
stomach, being ill for the

past four months, up until
whzch time he apparently
enjoved the best of health.
When  Brother Dan first
took ill he was removed to
Sagle, Idahe, from there
he was removed to Cen-
tralia, Washington to 2
wammrmm, at which p}aw
he was told by physicians
that nothing known to
medical seience could cure
him. At the request of
Brother Fetting he was
then . removed  teo  Port
Huron to Brother Fetting’s
home, where he spent the
remaining days of his life.

The Saints  throughout the R o =1 standing near Brother Dan’s side
country  were requested to re- Owing to the late illness | 21l the while we sang. We were
member him in fasting and d death of bel i then convinced that the power to
pmver that if it was the will of §~ an‘ %'; ,Q oux, heloved heal is with God and that His
God he might be healed. 1t was Editor, this issue of the Ad- will would be done, and that if
Brother Dan’s desire that God’s vocate has been delayed. | he ﬁg{,a{éé ;}ﬁ% to @i;e bewg)é }ié
will be done. God gave him the | , : . 4 was God’s pleasure that it shou
strength to'come to Port Huron, Until furthe;r n?m:e, ad%mﬁ | be that way. L
and he and his good w lfe arrived all communications to Zion’s Jesus said “If they live they
on Sunday night, Sept. 25th. He | Advocate Editorial Depart- live unto me, and if they die they
held special prayer meetings die unto me”—Qur Faith in Gmi

ment, "Drawer 217, Inde- | is unaltered.

{ The last few davs of our bm~
ther's ‘life was bright at times,

Monday and Tuesday nights for
him. On Monday morning a mes-
senger appeared to Brother Dan.

pendence;, Mo. !




of the Reorganized Church from

its beginning. It seemed tome on
~in harmony and that there was a

strong spirit of helpfulness and
cooperation between officers and
laity. Agthe days passed, I grad-
nally became aware of contention
and agitation, and worst of all the
attempt  to  continually  shield
wrong doing and oppression in its
officers simply because of their
position. It was apparent in- all
lines of the work, though noet in
all people, by any means, as the
personality and genuineness of
some would not tolerate wrong
where they had power to oppose
it, no matter who was the offend-
er.. At first, © felt this contro-
verey would be a matter of short
duration, and would be cleared
up and harmony again prevail.
Instead of that, matters went
from bad to worse, and finally 1
ceased to attend the Reorganiza-
tion; though many of its people
were loved by me.

In searching for a conseling
thought, and a place of worship,
I attended the meetings of the
Church of Christ. There it was
shown me that it had, in veality,
the strong peints, that T longed to
see, those emphasized by Christ'’s
teachings and complying with his
commands, in fact, everything
showed it to be the parent church
from which the many others had
wandered, taking fo themselves
new - doetrines. cand feachings,
changing of their name, introduc-
ing numerous customs and prac-
fices “tending to mislead and
weaken. Therefore, 1 chose the
shelter of this the original grouyp,
with their faith and confidence
strong In God and man. My hope
is that we may cling to Christ-
like living, honesty, and honor'in
dealings and in thought.

CHARLOTTE DRYDEN.

Dear Brethren: I wish to thank
those of the brethren who have
g0 kindly sent me the Advocate
for the last 3 months. I think the
Advocate is of greit worth and
am pleased to be able fo send 1
dollar foy the remaining months’
Advocates of this year. 1 Will
gend something for the Church as
spon g8 I ean, T am not blessed
with miich of this world’s goods,
but I have the Gospel Light. God
has been enlightening my mind to
diseern the errors of the Chureh
for many vears and I have had
promptings that the Church of
Christ would be the Instrument of
God’s choosing to bring about his

g ] “demplion of his people.
entering it that the people were -
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righteous purposes for the re-
A few
weeks ago L was looking in one
of my books and I discovered the
words of the last sheet of a lefter
1 received from Brother Cole and
these are the words:

We are wailting for God to
send hig messenger: pray, my Bro-
ther, for the Lord to-send his mes-
senger,” and when 1 vead this
sheet of paper, those whom I read
it ‘to could not help but marvel
when 1 read them the words of
the messenger to Brother Otto
Topping.

Your Brother in Christ,

Wm. MOMMOTT,
58 Gregory R. Heeley,
Sheffield, Eagland.

TO HILL CUMORAH
To the Chureh  at Niagara
Falls, N. Y., falls the happy priv-
ilege to make an occasional pil-

grimage to the Hill Cumorah.
The entire Church motored to
the Hill July 2nd for a two-day
meeting, setling up our tents in
the grove where voung Joseph

“went to pray for directions.

On Sunday, July 3rd, we held
preaching services under the very
tree where Joseph kuelt to pray.

In our Sunday evening Sacra-
ment and —praver meeting God
spoke through our Brother War-
ner, commending us for gathering
there, and then spoke directly to
Russell ‘Elv, a 20 vear old boy,
mviting him to seek the Lord and
it would be made kdown to him in
dreams what his work would be.

The manifestation of the Spirit
was felt by all, and resulted not
only in the addition to our num-
bers of THussell Ely by transfer,
but of a young lady by baptism.

Elder Bean and his wife, mem-

‘bers of the Utah Church, which

owns - and maintains the  old
Joseph farm, made us welcome,
oiving us the fresdom of the
grove, showing us again through
the bedroom of voung Joseph
where the angel Moroni ecame to
him in the night.

We visited Hill Cumorah and,
climbing to the topstried to vision
the mighty events that had tran-
spired there in the long ago, for
of old the decree had gone forth
that those whom the Lord God
should bring to this land must
serve the God of the land, whois

<Jesus Christ, or they should be

swept off,

Well, the Jaredites tried it and
finally failed-—coming to <¢om-
plete destruction of all but one

?ag;e . 1‘4,7' "

man about 600 B. C. at this Hill—
called by them “Ramah?”

The Nephites tried it and after .

1000 vears also failed—and were
entirely. wiped: out in the battle
that no doubt holds the world’s
record for numbers slain, 230,000
Nephite soldiers alone having per-
ished there, and we eould not but
wonder if  this Hill Cumoerah
would also witness the destruction
of the Gentiles for whom God re-
served the Dblessing that the Ne-
phites had failed ‘te appreciate
and which it is all foo apparent
that the Gentiles have failed to
appreciate, ,

‘When we came from- this his-
torical ground, it was with sober
hearts, feeling that it does not pay
to trifle with God.

Notice of Withdrawal
From Toronto

Toronto ig on the map with a
membership of 23 to the end of
August and geveral more are ex-
pected fo join very soen.

Seme of the members that have
recently . joined the Church of
Christ at Toronto, Ontario, and
who “have organized a braneh
there arve certainly very enthusk
astic judging by a- lettéer which
was sent fte Jehn L. Prentice,
President of the Branch of the
Reorganization there, and a copy
of which was sent to F.. M, Smith
at Independence, which reads as
follows:

Toronto, Oni.,
Avg. 18th, 1927

To the First Presidency of
The Reorganized Church of Jesus

Christ of Latier Day Saints:

We the undersigned after due
consideration have .decided to
sever our niembership with the
Reorganized. . Church of  Jesus

Chyist of Latter Day Saints.

We have become members of
the Church of Christ, with head-
guarters at the Temple Lot, be-
Teving that it more truly repre-
sents the Chureh of Christ that
was organized on April 6th, 1830,
through Divine Revelation, and
that it has not introduced into ifs
organization, innovations such as
has the Reorganized Chureh.

We. therefore regpectfully re-
quest you to have our names re-
moved from vour Church records
(Here follows ~a long list of

Names.)
A, 0. McARTHUR,
Seeretary.
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TAKE COURAGE

Brother, on the Road of Life

i Are yeu weary with it's toil;

Are you burdened with it’s strife ?
Does your heart and courage

fail
With the blast of the Tempest
zale?

O’er a rough and stony way,
Thro a dark and ciaudy day,
Have your feet so weary
grown?
Do vou feel that all alone
You've been left to plod along?
Try to raise your voice in song.
Lift your heart to God in prayer
And I know He'll meet you there.
He will lift the heavy load;
He will help along the road.
He will ¢’en the burden take,
Make it light for His dear sake.
He will give you peace of mind
And you’ll rest and comfort find.

Have you ever read the Word
That was given by our Lord;
Where He says to vou and me
That we not shall tempted be
Mere than even we can bear?
He will now the trial share.
For He says He’ N provide a way
With the trials of each day,
That we may ;}a& safely ihz‘nugl
Trust Him as vou ought to do.

When He brought
Plan;
Gave His life for sinful man;
It ineluded vou and 1.
Let 'me urge you then to vy
“To renew your strength in Him
And forsake vour every sin.
Then with Strength and Faith
renewed
You'll be able with vour load
To surmount the steepest way;
And at end of Life’s brief day
Find an entrance to your home
And rejoice before His thmn&
So my Brother, courage fake:
Struggle on for His dear sake.
by W. P. Buckley.

“Keeping the Sabbath Day

Holy”
{A. M. Harvey)

In the 20th of Exodus we read
these words: “Remember the Sab-
bath day, to keep it Holy. B8ix
days shalt thou labor and do all
thy work, But, the seventh day
is the Babbath of the Lord, thy
God: in it thou shalt not do any

the Gospel

swork; thou, nor-thy son, nor thy
daughter, nor thy man servant,

nor thy maid servant, nor ?;h}; cat-
tle, nor the stranger that is within
thy gates”

We know what God requires of
us but, do we {sbe}; His laws? 1In
the law as given to the children
of Israel, God was strict: Ex, 16

22. “And it came to pass, that on
the 6th day they gathered twice

as much bread,” verse 28 (Moses”

talking}, “This is that which the
Lord hath said: Tomorrow is the
rest of the Holy Sabbath unto the
Lord: bake tha,b which ye will
bake foday.” lsrael was dis-
obedient and went out to gather
manna but found none, Ex. 16:
29. “See, for that the Lord hath
given you the %abbath} therefore
He giveth you on the 6th day the
hread of two days.” Hc;i}, as
defined by Webster: Set apart to
the service or worship of God:
hallowed; sacred; acceptable to

({mii We czanm}*g break a law
either of God, or the state, with-

out paving the penalty, Gal, 6:7
“Be not deceived: God is not
mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.”

We have only to read the daily
papers, to realize the truth of the
above words. Just a few weeks
ago, we were shocked to read of
the loss of 77 lives, these people
were in a theater, on the Sabbath
day, they broke a law of God;
and paid the cost. Instead of
keeping the Sabbath Holy, they
were in pursuit of pleasure {m
called). Most of the xwﬂms were
children, and the name of the pic-
ture was: “Get them yvoung” the
doctrine of their faith is: one hour
on sunday, then the day for one's
self. This I know to be true, as
I conversed with a person of the
zame faith, he made a radio on a
Sunday, and told me he had not
broken the Sabbath, as he weni
to churceh first,

In Book of Commandments,
Chapter 60:18-22 we find the
commandments again: “And that
thou mayest more fully keep thy-
self unspotted from the world,
thou :«ha,h go to the house of
prayer and offer up thy sacra-

- ments upém My holy day.

For verily thisis a day "3‘3{}03?"-~
ed unto vou to rest from vour la-
bors, and to pay thy dm'{}tigﬂﬁ un-
to the Most High; nevertheless
thy vows shall be offered up in

righteousness on all days, and at
ail times. But remember that on
this, the Lordls day, thou shalt of-
fer thine oblations, and thy sac-
raments, unte the Mozt High. con-
tessing thy sinsunte thy brethren,
and before the Lord. And onthis
day thou shalt do no (ﬂ;§”&€‘i“ thing.
only-let thy food be prepared with
ﬁ?}g}! ness of heart, 2:};12 t thy fast-
ing may be perfect, or in other
words, that thy joy may be full”
Our Heavenly Father does not
as‘«: us to do any thing impossible,

and he is ever

ready to help us
by the influence of His Holy Spirit
in our lives.

Observing the Lord’s Day

Several articles are in hand
dealing with this all important
subject. And they are timely, foo.
It is shockingly noticeable that
many so called Saints are no bet-
ter than the godless world in their
conduct on this, the Lord’s Day.
You will find them spading their
gardens, repairing their homes,
fixing chicken coops, attending
the movies, and their offspring
playing ball on this, the one Day
of the week that God claims gz
His. And this is going on right
in Independence foo.. It .is a
shame, a burlesque on Christian-
xtV

They will attend the house of
praver sometimes, or the morning
preaching and then turn loose on
the Sunday afternocon for a pienie
or some other funfeast.

Have such forgotten the lesson
taught our forbears in 1832 when
thev too, forgot their conduet and
were driven off the lands which
might have been their inherit-
ance?  Remember that God is
still God and His Word mmi be
honored,

It would be well for those Wh@
niake such a loud profession of
following the Bible and the Book
of Mormon, to please read up as
to how they spent the Lord's Day
inolden times. First we read that
Jesus apneare& to His disel pieg
who “were gatheved together”
And that gathering was not for
purpoeses of = pleasure either.
Again we read of them meeting
together to partake the Lord’s
Supper, and how can that sacred
event be woven inte the soul of
memory, if on arising from the
table of the Lord, we resort to the
common amusements of the day?
The two don’t fellowship.

Nor must the young be exeused
in their pursuit of pleasure on
this Day of the Lord. It is as help-
ful for the wouth to obhserve the
sacredness of this day as it is fer

the grown-ups. God does not
make any distinetion between the

grandmother and the grandson.
AN must labor and serve to the
same great end, the glory of God.
And when the e¢hildren are on the
common, giving themselves o
sport on the Day set apart for
spivitual - affairs, they dre not
serving the Ls.;;rch but sewing the
seeds of disobedience which: can-
not but .result in a harvest of
Divine disapproval.
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Under the Mosaic Law one day
in seven was scrupulously observ-
ed, and in the New Testament
Dispensation we find the disciples
observing the same principle, one
day in seven. To merely stop
working for our employer and
work for ourselves is not observ-
ing the Day, and to run riot in pic-
nies and pleasure, attending ball

games, ete., is as much sin as
working, It does not follow that

one must be in an all day prayer
meeting on Sunday, there are di-
verse things which might be done
to eonserve the sacredness of the
Day. The sick might be visited,
a friendly call extended the poor
or other person where the Gospel
is the theme. Sunday is a good
day for study and an hour or two
‘of the time may be profitably

spent.  The application of the
counsel concerning the Sabbath

Day is good for the Lord’s Day.
“Remember the Sabbath Day to
keep it holy.”

There are instances, of course,
where work of a manual type is
perfectly legitimate on the Day
of the Lovd. The railroader must
look after perishable frgits and
living as we are in more or less
contact with the Gentiles and to
whom we are somewhat indebted
for our occupation, it is essential
©at times to labor on the Lord’s
Day. Those who are thus em-
ployed however, do not as a rule
do so from any sort of relish for
it, for after all the body craves
a rest of one day in seven in har-
mony with Him who having
worked six days rested on the
Sabbath from all His work.

Then again if a man be a far-
mer there are a certain amount
of chores that must be attended
. to or the poor dumb beasts would
live in filth. Work however, that
may be avoided should be set
aside and the Day regarded as
Jesus would have us'do. - We can-
not think of any of the disciples
of our Lord opening their place
of business on the Lord’s Day just
to collect the few dollars that
might be spent at some other
stor

We do not wish to be under-
stood as laying down any hard
and fast rule: that iz not within
our province, but we are assured
that if each and all will observe
the Day in harmony with the
spirit of the example set for us by
Christ and his diseiples, we would
give over all unnecessary work.
The foellowing from Joseph the
Seer we believe to be the Word
of the Lord:

“But remember that on this the
Lord’s Day thou shalt offer thine
oblations and thy sacraments to
the Most High, confessing thy sins
unto thy brethren and before the
Lord. And on this day thou shalt
de none other thing only let thy
food be prepared with singleness
of heart that thy fasting may be
perfect, or in other words that
thy joy may be full”

The keeping of this command-
ment comes with the promise of
great temporal blessings, “Verily
I say that inasmuch as ve do this
the fullness of the earth is yours.”
Book of Com., Chayp. 60.

Baptism for Remission of Sins

Text, Acts 2:838—*Then Peter
said unto them, repent and be
baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sing and ve shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

This is the subject on which a
great many of the religious sects
of today differ, it being the third
principle of the Gospel of Christ,
I have been constrained to write
some on this subject. While re-
ligious sects differ, I think I can,
by the help of God, throw a little

‘more light on this principle; we

are told by our modern Divines
that this principle is not essential
to salvation, but I will examine
the matter and bring down on it
the test (Bible).

Some sects say there are three
moded of administering this third
principle: sprinkling, pouring, im-
mersion, and they say, “Just any
of these ways will do, as it is only
an outward sign of inward grace
and there is no virtue in it. We
will give vou vour choice.” A
little different from what the
Apostles of Christ taught; they
told the people what they must do
to be saved, now the people teli
the ministers which way they will
do to be saved. T am not a Greek
nor Latin scholar, neither do 1
need to be in order to understand
this principle of the doctrine of
Christ, because Christ says in-St.
John 3:5; “Verily, verily I sav
unto thee except s man be born
of water and of the Spirit he can
not enter into the kingdom of
God.” And again in Bom. 6:3-4:
“Know yve not that so many of us
as were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into his death,
therefore we are buried with Him
by baptism into death that like as
Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we should walk in new-
ness of life.”

Now how does that compare
with the theory taught today by
a large majority of the so-called
religious sects? Who is right?
Gur modern Divines of today, or
St. John, a man sentof God? Or
how does the language of Brother
Paul sound which makes baptism
a burial? Which is right? Paul
or the majority of preachers of
the present sects which say bap-
tism means pouring, sprinkling or
immersion? Paul must have been
a Mormon for he believed in being
buried with Christ by baptism. 1
have never been in a country yet
where, when a person was dead,
they would take him to the grave-
vard and sprinkle a little dirt on
his head and say, “That will de,
he is buried ; if that is not enough
let some body. else that believes
that bury means to cover, do the
rest,”

We are told that in the mouth
of two or three witnesses shall
every word be established : so for
fear some will say that I have not
established. the fact that baptism
means Lo cover completely, T only
have two witnesses, I will call on
the best witness that can be pro-
duced either in heaven o on
earth, Jesus Christ. Matt, 2:16
“And Jesus, when He was bap-
tized, went up straightway out of
the water:; and, lo, the ‘heavens
were opened unto Him, and He
saw the Spirit of God descending
likea dove, and lighting on Him.”
Jesus Christ came up straightway
cut of the water, and not out of
the chureh after He had been
sprinkled. Oh! no; He was a
leader and a commander of the
people, and as a leader He had to
walk in the way himself and He
says to all mankind, “follow me”
{not man).

5
ki

And now for fear 1may weary
yvour before I get to the main part
of my subject, I will hasten on as
fast as T'can to the question gsked
today, "Why are vou so strict to
preach baptism as it is not essen-
tial to salvation?” I hope I may
be able to prove that it is essen-
tial, by God’s word. But says one,
“You take your Mormon Bible to
prove it and we do not believe
that old Book” Well, do you be-
lieve your Bible 77 1f is the hard-
est matter for the Elders of the
Church of Christ to get people to
believe their own Bible, much
less, the Nephite record (Book of
Mormon), and on that account we
take the Bible (orstick of Judah)
and find enough good witnesses
to sustain baptism by wabter as
esential to salvation. In St. Luke




 Pass 188

1:76-77 we find Zacharias the

Priest, was visited by an angel,
while attending to his priestly of-
fice, who told him that his wife
Elizabeth should bare a son; he
was to call the child John, and
the -angel further said of the
cnild; “For he shall be great in
the sight of the Lord and shall
drink neither wine noy strong
drink and he shall be filled with
the Holy Ghost even from his
mother’s womb. And many of the
children of Israel shall he turn to
the Lord their God. And he shall
go before him in the spirit and
power of Elias, to turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children, and
the disobedient to the wisdom of
the just; and make ready 2 peo-
ple prepared foi the Lord.”

From this we learn that John
was to be the forerunner of Christ
and to make ready a people to
receive the Gospel of Chyist. The
child was born, and Zacharias
was led by the Holy Ghost to
utter this prophecy; “And thou
child shall be called the prophet
of the highest: For thou shall oo
before the face of the Lord to
prepare his ways; to give knowl-
edge of salvation unto his people
by the remission of their sins.”
Luke 1:796-77. Zacharias being a
prophet of God, said that John
would be sent of God to do a spe-
cial work, to prepare the way of
the Lord and give salvation unto
his people by the remission of
their sins.  Did he tell the truth?
Let us read John 1:6: “There was
a4 man sent from God whese name
was John.” Again John 1:33: He
- ‘'sent me to baptize with water,”
again “John did baptize in the
wilderness, and preach the bap-
tism of repentance for the remis-
sion of sins.”  Mark 1:4. This
proves first, that John was sent
to God, to preach baptism for the
vomission of sing, 50 we have two
witnesses, good strong witnesses,
and Luke,.the writer, making the
third.  We will proceed to write
down their names on the side of
water baptism for the réemission
of sins. We will turn to Matt.
28:19-20, and here we read a
commandment  from  Chyist - to
twelve men he appointed as apos-
tles. What is it? Let us read,
Go ye therefore, and teach ali
nations, baptizing - them in- the
name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost;
teaching ~them to observe all
things whatsoever I have com-
manded you; and lo, T am with
vou always; even unto the end of
the world, Amen.”
told them to teach the people to

The Savipr®
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chserve all things, remember all

things, (not a part, or as much as
would suit them). "Did the Apos-
tiey teach all these things?  Let
us <see. If they would, Christ
promised to be with them: now
on the day of Pentecost they were
filed with the Holy Ghost, which
they were promised, and told to
tarry at Jerusalem for, ses Acts
1:4-5. But Peter standing up with
the eleven after he had preached
by the power of the Holy Ghost,
which caused the people to be
pricked in their heart, and say
unto Peter and to the vest of the
brethren, “What shall we do?”
Peter was spokesman and he
answered - for himself and the
eleven: “Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins,” Acts 2:87-38. We will write
down Peter and the eleven other
apostles as witnesses: we now
have fifteen good witnesses led
by the same Spirit, viz: the Hely
Ghost,

We shall hasten on as fast as
possible; another witness, Anan-
ias, whom the Lord sent to Saul
at Damascus, »when he entered
the house, laid his hands on Saul
that he might receive his sight
(as he was struck blind) and he
said, “New why tarriest thou?
Arise, and be baptized, and wash
thy sins.” We write down Anan-
ias as a witness; and Paul (or
Saul), Acts 9:17 and 22:16,
which gives us seventeen witness-
es, but for fear this will not be
sufficient 'we shall call on some
more. Now we read that the Holy
Ghost led Zacharias to prophecy
and John was filled with the Holy
Ghost from his mother's womb
and that the Holy Ghost fell on
twelve apostles on the day of
Pentecost, see Acts 2-4;: s0 we will
write down the Holy Ghost as a
witness thus making in all eigh-
teen.  We shall now introduce
still another witness, Jesus Christ.
He says in John 8:5 “Verily, ver-
ily I say unto you except a man
be born of the water and of the
Spirit he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.” Then again,
who sent Peter to preach the gos-
pel? Jesus Christ. - Did  Peter
preach what Christ told him? He
must for the Holy Ghost gave him
utterance; so we will use Jesus
Christ as a witness. Is this
encugh ?

But - we

will . introduce  one

more, that of God the Father.

Christ said, “My gospel is not
mine but the Father’s that sent
me.”  Again Christ said, “I have

not spoken of myself but the Fa.
ther that sent me gave me a com.
mandment what I should say and
what I should speak, and I know
his commandment in life everlast:
ing, whatsoever I speak therefore
even as the Father said unto me,
so b speak.’ I think this is suf-
ficient to settle the matter for-
ever, Jesus taught the necesgity
of water baptism, obeyed it him-
self and sent the twelve apostles,
John the Baptist, Ananias and
others to preach it, and God the
Father commanded him to do so:
we can safely place God the Fath-
er'sname as a witness. Now dear
reader is there any witness on
earth you would rather believe
than any or all of these? We
have twenty witnesses. ,

Is there any one anywhere you
would rather believe? If go,
please write their names down on
the opposite side of these wit-
nesses to condemn them. I would

‘rather believe these twenty wit-

nesses than all the preachers in
the world no matter how many
Lo Lo D’s.are attached to their
names. Now 1 have given you
the reason that we as a Chureh
believe in baptism by immersion
for the remission of sins. I hope
vou will consider this matter and
as Christ said, “Search the scrip-
tures, for in them ye think ye
have eternal life, and they are
they that testify of me.” In con-
clusion lef me ask in the language
of Isaiah, take it and all other
such matter “to the law and 4o
the testimony’ and if they speak
not according to these, it is bes
cause there is no light in them.
~OTTO FETTING.

SERMONETTS

Text, So we would see Josus.

They doubtless desived. to see
only the bodily presence of Josns.

We may not see his bodily pres-
ence, but we may see Jesus in the
nobility of his Seul, in the humil-
ity of his life, in the love of his
Great heart, in the wonderful
depth. of knowledge which he
possessed, in his merey and com-
passion, in his unselfishness, in his
patient suffering, in his triumph-
ant resurrection and eternal glory.

We can follow him in all these
noble expressions of goodness and
eventually we may be like him,
we can be like him;

Text, “Ye are not your own,
ve-are bought at a price, even of
the precious blood of Jesus,”

No man is self creative. There
is nothing self creative. Evolu-
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tion 1s 2 lie.

Creation only is the
truth.

There is nothing that exists but
what tells the story of a cveator
and ewner somewhere.,

Humanity, while given an
agency, was not extended unlim-
ited license to do his own pleas-
ure.

God is our creator, our owner,
The purpose of ‘God in our crea-
tion.

Having wandered from God
ond forfeited our place and posi-
tionn ~in the Edenic state, God
bought us back, by a ecrucified
Christ.

The Price: Christ the greatest,
the highest, the most expensive.

rod will therefore claim his
oW, and seoner o later see that
it is veturned to his possession. Teo
do so, it may reguire punishment
and suffering. - That suffering
may extend unto the judgment
d&’i’ It will possibly begin in this
lfe. "That suffering is awful.

What shall we do.  See Acts
287, This is the condition that

SGod vequires 6f one and o all, ve-
pent, repent, repent.

God'’s Just the Same Today
When Moses and the lsraelites
from Egypt's land did flee,

Behind them were proud Pimf«
aoh’s host,
In front of them the sea.
“God raised the water
wall,
And opened up the way.
And “the God that lived in
Moses” time,
Is’ just the same today.

When Daniel faithful to his God,
Would not bow down to men;
And by God’s enemies was hauled
into the Lion’s den.
God shut the lon's mouths we
read,
And robbed them of their prey.
And the God that lived in Daniel’s
time,
Is just the same today.

like a

When Pentecost had fully come,
And fire from heaven did fall,
As a mighty wind the Holy Ghost
Baptized them one and all,
Ten %:%wu&ar;d were converted,
And were soldiers right away,
And the God that lived at Penfe-
cost,
Is just the same foday.

Chorus
He is just the same today,
- He is just the same today,
And the God that Hved in olden
{imes
15; Just the same today.
DANIEL S. CRAWLEY

THE LAW SF LINEAGE
¥
Apostle C. N. Heading
f

o
The Church of Christ
{Continued)

“So much for the Doctrine and
Covenants. Now let us go to the
Bible - and = Book of Mormon.

leader, we of today are not re-
sponsible for the writings con-
tained in these sacred books. We
are responsible only for the man-
ner we interpret the inspired in-
struction which they contain. We
darenot add to or take from: and
unless we can find some declara-
tion of principle oy historical pre-
cedent upon which fo base. the
c¢laim of blood lineage in priest-
hood it should be forever ban-
ished from oty minds. In the 6th
paragraph of Alma 9th Chapter
Book of Mormon we read:

“And 1 would that ye should
remember that the Lord God or-
dajned priests, after his - holy
order, which was after the order
of his Son, to teach these things
yinto the people ; and those priests
were ordained after the order of
his Son, in a manner that thereby
the people might know in what
manner to look forward to his Son
for redemption. And this s the
manner alfter which they were
ordained: being ecalled and pre-
pared “f:mm the foundation of the
world, according to the fore-
ki}{jwleége of “God, ON AC-
COUNT OF THEIR exceeding
FATTH and GOOD WORKS; in
the first place being left to ch%w
good or evil; ther ‘efore, they hav-
ing chosen goed and exercising
exceeding great faith, are called
with a holy wihng, yea, with-that
holy calling which was prepared
with, and accovding to, a prepara-
tory redemption for such; and
thus they have been called to this
holy eallinig” on ACCOUNT OF
THEIR - FAITH; while,  others
would reject the spirit of God
on account of hardness of their
hearts and - blindness* of their
minds while, if it had not been for
thzs, they might have had as great
privilege as their brethren. - Orin
fine : IN-THE FIRST PLACE they
were on the SAME STANDING
with their BREETHREN ¢ thus this
koly calling being prepared from
the foundation of the world for
such as would not harden their
hearis, being in-and through the
atonement of the only begotten
Son, who was prepared.” ,

Notige - carefully the under-
scored portions of this quotation.

’\?9 b!o{}d descent.

?&g&iﬁl :

The so-called
vights of lineage are not recogniz-
ed here,  These priesis of the holy
order were called because of their
faith and good works, It is ex-
pressly stated that, because of
their free agency, “ln the fivst
place being Teft to choose good or
evil, ihey having ch@sen good and
exercising great faith,” therefore
they were called. No birthright
mentioneéd here but Alma says,
YINTHE FIRST PLACE they
were on the SAME STANDING
with “their  BRETHREN.”  This
statement absolutely  elimmates
the law of Hneage or blood des
cent for it is impossible for men
to oceupy the same standing as
their brethren, when, by the aeci-
dent " of birth, they are placed
above their fellows by inherited

"~ vights of office.

But we are told the one holding
this right by blood linegge must
gualify in righteousness and good
works.  Surely the son of the
iai; her is-not prohibited entering

the priesthood but he must stand
in his own place equal with his
brethren. He does not receive 1
because he is the son of his father.
Alma tells us that this priesthood
was prepared from the founda-
tion of the world for “Buch as
would not harden their hearts,”
and not because they have ¢erfain
blood in their veins.

1 do not deny ithat there 15 a
priesthood which in. Mosaical
times had a blood descent, which
order being changeé m‘uiey the
Gospel dispensation, is now gov-
erned by a spiritual lineage. But
this 15; the lesser order. Seec. 83:
Par. 3, Doctiine and Cevenants,

“And the Lord confirmed a
priesthood upon Aaron and hig
seed throughout all their genera-
tion, which wpriesthood also con-
%mufﬁth and abideth for ever with
the priesthood which is after ‘i:he
holiest order-of Godl”’

“it iz evident that the blood des-
cent of the Aaronic priesthood to-
gether with the entire Mosaical
instibution which it represented
ended when the Gospel dispensa-
‘uﬁﬁ was ushered in. Paul tells
us in Heb. 77 that this pm&sthgcd
was changed.  Changed that i
might minister in-the perfect icm
Wow vead carefully verse 6. of
Sec. 83 Doctrine and Cmeﬁanm

“Therefore, as I said coneern-
ing the sons of Moses—for the
song of Moses and also the sons
of Aavon shall offer an accept-
able offering and saerifice in the
house of the Lord, which house
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shall be built unto the Lord in
this generation upon the conse-
crated spot, as I have appointed :
and the sons of Moses and of
Aaron shall be filled with the
glory of the Lord upon Mount
Zion in the Lord’s house, whose
sons are ye; and also many whom
I have called and sent forth to
build up my church; for whoso
is “faithful ~unto the obtaining
these to priesthoods of which I
have spoken, and the magnifying
their calling, are sanctified by the
Spirit unto the renewing of their
bodies: THEY BECOME THE
SONS OF MOSES AND OF
AARON, AND THE SEED OF
ABRAHAM.”

The two orders of priesthood
are here referred to. The Melchi-
sedek is refererd to as the “sons
of Moses” and the Aaronic as the
“sons of Aaron.” Notice the
statement, ““Whose sons are ye.”
Who is spoken to in this case?
.Turn to the first verse of the same
section and you will discover that
it is addressed to Joseph Smith
AND SIX ELDERS: and reading
further we notice that it says
“And talso many whom I have
called.” God did not restrict the
promise to Joseph Smith and six
Elders alone but MANY OTHERS
also.  This text completely elim-
inates blood descent. The words
“Whoso” and “They” contem-
plates every one. 1t ig not re-
stricted to one man by blood re-
lationship but, “Whoso is faith-
ful - unto : obtaining these two
priesthoods of which I have spok-
. en and magnifying their calling.”

No hint of lineage in the state-
ment. Now mark these. words:
“They become the sons of Moses

NO. 10

and of Aaron and the seed of
Abraham.”

A earveful study ‘of the forego-
ing will convince you that a blood
lineage was never contemplated
in the Gosgpel order.

Consult the history of how
Joseph and Oliver received the
priesthood. We are told that an
angel by direction of Peter, James
and John confirmed this priest-
hood upon them. Certainly no
one will be so foolish as to claim
that Joseph Smith and Oliver
Cowdery are blood descendants
of the Apostles Peter, James and
John., And yet these Apostles as
well as all other holy men who
held the priesthood are called the
fathers of Oliver and Joseph. We
can understand this to be so in a
spiritual sense.  Paul called Tim-
othy his “Son” in the priesthood,
but he was not the father of Tim-
othy by flesh and blood. In this
spiritual sense from father to son
in the priesthood, “The order of

priesthood was confirmed to be

handed down.” However, there
is riof the slightest indication that
flesh and blood lineage was to
govern for the priesthood be-
longed to all the seed of Abra-
ham and any man can become of
the seed of Abraham through re-
ception of the priesthood, regard-
less of all laws of flesh and blood.
Hence the statement that the
priesthood rightly belongs o the
chosen seed to whom the prom-
ises were made,

Let us go back in history and
consider a few of the great men
who have belonged to and offici-
ated in this order. Melchisedek
for whom the higher order was
named should be able to enlight-
en us to some extent. It was the
Holy Spirit, who, more than three
thousand -years ago, guided
Maoses, in his inspired naryrative,
to make brief mention of Melchi-
sedek, and his blessing of Abra-
ham ;- and to introduce him sud-
denly into the scene as a myster-
ious person, a priest of the Most
High God, aloof and alone, stand-
ing above the father of the faith-
ful in dignity and honor. In-
spired Moses omits all mention of
his father or mother or genealogy.
When we consider this omission
in the light of later revealed truth
we realize that it was done pur-
posely to teach us a great truth.
It was this same Holy Spirit that
taught David the oath of God con-
cerning the coming Christ, which
could never else have been known
—*The Lerd sware, and will not
vepent, Thou art a priest forever

.

after the order of Melchisedek.”
Now, reader, stop and ponder this
oath that God spake, and then let
us consider the next and last time
Melchisedek is mentioned in the
Bible. It was the same Holy Spir-
it, which, ninteen hundred vesars
ago taught the Apostle Paul to
expound to the church the signi-
ficance of the original History,
two thousand years after it had
oceured, in which the silence con-
cerning Melchisedek’s parentage
and genealogy rendered him s
type of the heavenly priesthood
of the Son of God: to unfold the
meaning of the oath in the Psalm
as -the oprophecy of a higher
priesthood than that of Aaron.
The Aaronic priesthood was a
blood lineage under the Mosaical
order belonging exclusively to the
house of Adron under the reign
of the Mosaical law; but this
highey  priesthood is without
FATHER OR MOTHER OR GEN-
BEALOGY. Paulsays it is, “WITH-
OUT MOTHER, WITHOUT DES-
CENT.”  Heb. 7:3; And again
he says, “Ii is evident that our
Lord sprang out of Juda: of
which tribe Moses spake nothing
concerning priesthood.” This mat-
ter of inspired history teaches us
in no unmistakable terms that in
the Melchisedek Priesthood, blood
lineage wags never contemplated.
In fact, there is no precedent in
all history; an instance can not
be” found of the Melchisedek
Priesthood  being handed down
from father to son on account of
blood relationship. On the other
hand many exceptions are record-
ed. Abraham received it from
Melchisedek. In their case pedi-
gree is ot known., Moses receiv-
ed his priesthood under the hands
of Jethro, who was not his father
but hiz father-in-law. Moses of
the tribe of Levi ordained Joshua
the son of Nun as his successor
and not his own son. The Re-
organized Church says: “There is
not a serap of evidence that Moses
confirmed upon Joshua a particle
of  priesthood, merely the civil
teadership.” 'The seriptures say:
“And Joshua the son of Nun was
full of the spirit of wisdom: FOR
MOSES HAD LAID HIS HANDS
UPON HIM : and the children of
Israel heavkened unto him and
did as the Lord commanded
Moses.” Deut. 34:9. It is evi-
dent that Moses ordained Joshua
for he laid his hands upon him
and that this ordination earried
with it both the spiritual and ejvil
leadership; for it says that,
“Joshua the son of Nun was FULL
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QF THE %?IE.{T OF WISDOM.”

However, we need not argue this
point with them as the faet re-

mains - that Moses did ordain
Jdoshua te leadership, whether

¢ivil, spiritual or both does not
matter so far as our point is con-
cerned. The fact remains that
Joshua was not the son of Moses
and that in this instance the so-
called law of lineage did not oper-
ate.

In Book of Mormon times,
Nephi was the vounger brother of
Sam, a faithful man, and Nephi
ordained his brother Jacob, not
his own son. Alma, who beg ame
the High Priest of the Nephite
Church, was not a son of Mosiah
“who by vight of birth became the
King.

Some

quote the manner in
which the plates were handed
down from father to son as an
evidence of the Law of Lineage.
However, this was done as a mat-
ter of convenience and not be-
cause of any prescribed law. It
ig 2 broken chain in many places
and certainly is a weak string
apon which to hang the law of
lineage in the Presidency of the
High Priesthood. Even if such
alaw could be established as per-
taining to the plates it would not
in the least affect the guestion of
blood litteage in the Presidency of
the High Priesthood as that is al-
together a different matter.

The Beorganization has found
in the Book of Mormon a person
designated as the choice seer and
they claim that Joseph Smith 1s
that man. They claim he was of
bloed descent in the house of
Israel being of the Tribe of Eph-
riam. The preface to the Book
of Mormon forever disposes of
that claim as the Book was fo
come Torth by way of a Gentile
H that is true then Joseph Smith

vas not of the Tribe of Ephriam.

Reader, it is a peculiar law in-
deed when the Lord who is sup-
posed to have given it ignores it
$0 many times.

Those who believe in lineal
priesthood also argue the herédi-
tary advantages of such a law
dust why a people believing in
the miraculous attributes of a re-
vealed 1e,hgmn and a spiritually
endowed ministry should argue
the necessity of f%m;redétary quali-
fications is certainly hard to
understand. Moveover, the dis-
advantage and dangers of heredi-
tary-influence in ruling capacity
far overbalances any good that
might be considered. :

No greatér imposition could
have been foisted on the people of

medieval or medern Europe than

her s,{my The hereditary prin-
ciple in.Royal and Noble families,

except in {,uv“uwizw mbianem
W im,u prove the mi where the
rights, titles and ativibutes of
privilege and a éizwu}f feﬁ;i on the
shoulders of ?Jw firgt born has
steeped the pages of old world
history in the blood of the help-
iem and i :mw‘m
Pages might be filled by a re-

ital of the dastardly erimes, in-
wmmuzn es ol political policy
and malfeasance in office perpe-

trated 1 wdmen, rakes and
oles acceeded. to thrones
and positions of influence through
no other merit than that they
were the h in line of the Di-

¥ appoi m‘fa{:% The “Divine
right of Hineage” has maintained
its hold even unto this supposedly
free and enlightened day. Otto
of §) avaria, but recently de&@i Was
a “glorious” example of the
‘--iéghi of lineage.” None could
take his place al the head of the
nation until hh {%{ mise, in spite of
the fact that the last 28 vears of
hig life were @}a‘};‘i in a private
madhouse, .
Much more might be said on
this part of the subject but I will
desist and call your attention to

vinely

what 1 think should forever settle

the question.
The Heorgani
official capacity
and published w}
Inspired Transls
Therefore theyv carn
us if we i:f{m%“?é i
Lt}: (} aﬂii\ E
dained 3’&

i Chureh, In

e endorsed
Haed the
he Bible.
t condemn

of the Son of im\;? W Ew*

Was uhas ut  father, wit ,
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' nning of days
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{A‘* é;??
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w Emmyed
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Now
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‘é THER NOR MOTHER, neither
by beginning of days nor end of
vears; but of Ged. And it was
;:;%(‘ ivered unto men by the calling
f His own voice, aceording to His
own will, UNTO AS MANY A4S
BELIEVED ON HIS NAME "
The meaning of this passage is
clear, it needs 'sm wmmuﬂ;, Is
it true or false? The Reorganiz-
ed Chureh has received it as
truth.  They claim that Joseph
Simith

1 corrected the mistakes of
the Bible by the Spirit of Reve.
lation. The: efore, the Inspired
immiﬁmsn is their own book and
they should be willing to accept
it*« instruction. We sincerely hope
that many will do so and reject
the ervor of lineal priesthood. :
Many have been led to believe
in the unscriptural idea of a First
Presidency in the church by rea-
son of this so-called law of line
ag& That we might throw some
light into the darkness of this
tradition has been our only rea-
»»m for writing this article.. We
trust the reader will refleet on the
facts and then decide for himself,
remembering always that galden
admonition, “Prove all things and
hold fast that which is good.”

Changing of the Revelations
No. 4

Ao November 1831, the same month
that the manuseript of the Book of
Com. was sent to the printer a rev-
clation was received declaring that the
Book of Commandments was true and
directed the Elders to so testify
“And now I the Lord give unto you
a testimony of the truth of these Com:
mandments which are lying before
you; your eyes have been upon my
servant Jeseph Smith Jr. and. his
language you have known and his im-
ons you have known and you
have smugfhi in your hearts knowledge
that you might express beyond hig
language: thxs you also know: now
ek ye out of the Book of Command-
nents, even the least that is among
hem and appoint him that is the most
among vyou; or if there be
any among you, that shall make one
saying that ve do not know that they
like unto it, then ye are justified in
are true; but if ve cannot make one
like unto it, ye are under condem-
nation if ye do not bear record that

tl : for ye know that there
8 no zz‘zgh‘mwsneas in them: and
that which 1s ri ighteous cometh down
from above, xmm the Father of
lights. “D. & .C. 67:2.

Some have assumed that the Book
of Commandments was incomplete
and therefore unreligble. The same
assertion could be made against the



1835 edition of the Doc. & Cov, It
does not contain $o many revelations
as subsequent editions. Indeed, in the
light of continued revelation, it will
not be possible to record all future
revelations in the records of today.

Others have asserted that the Book
of Commandments was not indorsed
by any of the quorums of the Church
at the tithe of its publication.  True!
But there were po quorums at that
early date, Nov. 1831. " The only min-
isterial fegislative body was the Eiders,
for which the revelation had made
provision

“The several Elders composing this
Church of Christ are to meet in Con-
ference once in three months, or from
time to time as they shall direct or
‘appoint to do Church business, what-
soever 18 necessary.” Book of Com.
Chap, 24 A Conference had already
ordered the Book of Commandments
as we have shown.

17. " The Book of Commandments
s Preeminéent. :

Lo It was received throtigh a Pro-
phet of God, Joseph Smith.

2. Ats publication was ordered by
4 Conference of the Church.  The
Doe.n& Cov. was never so -ordered
prior 1o its publication, as we “shall
show.

30 It was dedicated to the Lord.
The Doc. & Cov. never was dedicated.

4. . Its publication was indorsed by
a revelation “from ‘God, the Preface.
The Doc. & Cov. never was so in-
dorsed. '

5. dt was the first book i print,
containing the Revelations. The Doc
& Cov, did not appear until two years
later.

6. The Book of Commandments
was published by “The Church of
Chrst™in "Zion”  The Doc. & Cov,
was publishied by “The Church of the
Latter Day bSaints in Kirtland.”

7. The Revelations ‘entering into

the Book of Commandments were un-
der the stewardship of a Committee
selected by the Lord, There werg no
stewards selected by the Lord to look
after the revelations in the Doc &
Cov.

8. The Revelations sent to the
printer - for the Book of Command-
ments were under the special protec-
tion of two men selected by the Lord,
Oliver Cowdery-and John Whitmer.
‘Lhere is no record of any one ap-
pomted fo-loek after the reyelations n
connection with the Doc. & Cov.

9. The Revelations as- published
in the Book of Comimandments agrees
substantially with the same Revela-
tions -as . published  in- the  official

Chureh organ, the Evening and the

Morning Star. The  Revelations as
publiched in the Doc. & Cov. differ
therefrom—radically so.

10. The Revelations as published

Peend . 0 ' nowsapVocare

in the Book of Commandments wers
almost entirely free from errors ac-
cording to the testimony of the Pro-
phet  Seer and Revelator; Joseph
Smith, only four typographical errors
being pointed out. No such appro-
bation ever came from the Prophet
concerning the Doc, & Cov.

11. The Book of Commandments
was constantly quoted and referred to
by the leading authorities of the
Church and never repudiated by any
Conference or Council action.

12.© The Book of Commandments
together with the Bible and the Book
of Mormon, formed the basis of the

Lectures on Faith. Never once was -

the Doctrine and Covenants referred
to.

13. The Book of Commandments
was supported and attested by the men
of the Quorum of Twelve as “given
by inspiration of God.” It cannot be
proven that the Twelve ever formally
bore such a testimony concerning the
Doe. & Cov.

14. A Revelation through Joseph
the Seer pronounced judgment upon
the ministry” if ye deo not bear record
that they (the Revelations inn the Book
of Commandiments) are true.” The
Lord never said this concerning the
revelations in the Doc. & Cov.

18.  The Evil Effect of Alteving the
Revelations.

Our readers will be interested in
knowing what effect was had among
the Saints when it became known that
the Revelations were changed,

To those who believed in the ad-
ministration of living oracles in pref-
erence to the unaltérable Word of
God it made little difference. But to
these who were taking the Word of
God as the Man of their Counsel it
meant an irreparable loss. They were
utterly -unable ‘to conceive how God
would need to correct Himself, nor
could they approve of any man as-
suming to- act as censor of the Spirit.
To them, that ancient utterance was
still “true: “I am the Lord and I
change not.” Mal. 3:6.

The following will express the sor-
row . of it all, the fruit of altered
Revelations =

“Whereas  the Church of - Christ
commonly denomiinated Mormons or
Latter Day Saints are thrown into
great confusion and disorder in con-
sequence of many gross interpolations
being made i the law and faith of
the Church, since the first publication
of the law of the Church in 1833, b
persons of an over aspiring disposi-
tion to gain a dignity and power over
the Church savoring more of a mon-
archial or despotic nature than the
Gospel of Christ warrants.” The fore-
going was a preamble to a resolution
passed by a “meeting composed of a
respectable number of citizens claim-

by

ing -membership in the Church of
Christ held on the 6th day of Jan
1850, It was published in the Obve
Leaf a publication put forth by Eld
Brewster - of . Springfield, 11, Feb
1850. ,

David Whitmer tells us: “Many o1

"the ‘members objected seriously to

these changes and  some  left  the
Church on account of ‘it Many of
them did not want to say much at the
time because it was Bro. Joseph and
the leaders who did it: The majority
of  the members, poor weak souls,
thought that any thing that Bro. Jos-
eph would do must be right” Saints
Her, Feh, 1887, P. 93, '

To enter more fully intor an inves:
tigationt of the evils which arose con-
sequent upon the alteration of the
Revelations one would have to go into
an examination of the altered revel-
ations themselves and determine the
merits and demerits of the mnovations
introduced in this manner. '
19, Nature of -the Changes intro-

duced in the Revelanons.

Section 5 of the Doc. & Cov. leaves
out & whole paragraph as found i
the same revelation, Chap. 4 of the
Book of Commandments. Said para
graph declares the purpose of God to .
“Establish my Church like «unto the
Church which was taught by My dis-
ciples in days of old.”

Can it be that there were intentions
a smouldering in the hearts of Church
leadeérs to introduce things into “the
Church unilike “the Church as taught
by my disciples i davs of old® After
events proved they did this very thing,
such as Baptism for the dead, Sealing,
Book of ‘Abraham, First Presidency,
High Council, Hereditary rule in the
First Presidency and ‘other errors,

Again this same chapter in the Book
of Commandments restricted the pow-
ers of Joseph Smith 1o a translation
of the Book of Mormon as follows:
“And I have commanded him that he
shall pretend to no other gift for 1
will ‘grant anto him no other gift”
The Doc. & Cov. removes this restric-
tion.

In the light of after events, wherein
was attemipted the translation of the
Book of Abraham with it$ “many
Gods” doctrine, it would -have been
well to have retained the revelation in
its original form. :

Section 7 in the Doc. & Cov. adds
to the original Revelation as found in
the Book of Commandments, almost
double the amount of verbal matter.
In a suggestive way it sets forih 4
Presidency of three, of whom Peter
was chief, In view of the fact that
the Book of Commandments said noth-
ing from beginning to ead, about a
First Presidency, the reader will draw
his own conclusions as to the purpose
of altering this revelation fo the evi-




dent interest of the one alterifg it. As
all may know, Joseph was one of the
Committee of alteration who compiled
the Doctrine and Covenants.

Section 16, of the Doc. & Cov. alters
the original Revelation as contained
m the Book of Commandments Chap.
15, in that it states that the Bible and
the Book of Mormon contain only
the things concerning “the foundation
of. My Church, My gospel, and My
rock,” whereas the original Revelation
declares that in the Bible and Book of
Mormon
cernmg My Church, My gospel, and
My rock.”

The former confines the Bible and
the Book of Mormon to a record of
the “foundation” of the Church, while
- the latter shows these Books to be a

record of “all things” concerning ‘the
Church and the gospel.

Was “this alteration made with a
view to limiting the authority of the
Bible and Book of Mormon to the
mere foundation of the Church, and
leaving modern Presidents and High
Councils an unrestricted Hberty of in-
troducing anvthing they might choose
into. the superstructure  of that
Church ? Certamn It is that many things
were later introduced at variance with
the teachings of the Bible and the
Book of Mormon.

In paragraphs 3 and 5 of this same
section, provision is made fer the call-
g of more apostles than twelve if
we include Whitmer and Cowdery,
whereas the o&gmai Revelation limits
the number “even unto twelve,”
this en?mgemﬁnt of ‘the number of
apostles,” & number so specifically
stated both in the Bible and the Book
of Mormon? Was it intended hereby
to endow some other quorum than the
12 Apostles. with - apostolic .power, a
thitig which was done.when a Presi-
dency was introduced?

Section 17 of the Doctrine and Cov-
enants - eliminates the date of  its

reception whereas it is recorded in the

coriginal Revelation in the Book of
Commandments, Chap. 24, as being
June 1830, ‘Why this withholding of
the date in the Doc. & Cov.? Dates
dre supplied to all other Revelations
dealing in anywise with the organic
structure of the Church, and this sec-
von known as the very Constitutional
Revelation of the Church- should,
above all others, supply us with the
date of its reception.

An examination of this Revelation
will readily disclése why they elimi-
‘nated - the-date.— Ac-new order of -min-
istry had sprung up since the organi-
zation of the Church in 1830, viz. 2
First Presidency and his High Council.
. These cecupied ‘at the very head of
the Church. and it would never do
to permit a Constitutional document teo
go forth with its provision for: such

‘a distinguished Order of ministry, and

“are. gfl things written ‘con-,

Why
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the date of such  authorization be
later  than the organization of the
Church. Above all things, it must not
reyveal the fact that a First Presidency
and his High Council were developed
subsequent to the organization of the
Church. Therefore, to eliminate a lot
of pertinent guestions from fussy fel-
lows, it was thought best to smother
the date of its birth.  Yes, there are
a good manv people who would - like
to-change the date of theiradvent into
this world. It would remove a lot of
uncomplimentary suspicions.

The Church in 1835 sought to halo
this section 17 with an atmosphere of
antiquity by placing it as section 2,
making it follow the Preface It was
Lhereby hoped that the general reader
would grow inte the thought that this
Revelation. preceded . all others;  but
the pesky inquisitor was not to be
side tracked by such trickery.

Rather than to be forever bothered
by honest questioning, the Reorganized
Church finally settled it once and for
all, by publishing in the table of con-
tents” a date for the origin of this
section; as ' June 18297 Where they
got this date we are unable to fell. The
Salt Lake Mormon Church are honest
in their publication. They give it as
June 1830. But then there was method
i the madness of the Reorganization,
Predating the document will carry the

rganization of the First Presidency

and his High Council to a time priof
to the organization of the Church, a
thing so desirable to give the irst
Presiémcv iﬁﬁ,d, a constitutional. fla-
vor, and would bring it in as a charter
mermber of the Church general, at the
organization of the Church in 1830,

Another change introduced into this
section is that of deleting the opening
paragraph as it appeared in-the Revel-
ation as first given. It is as follows:
“The Articles and Covenants of the
Church of Christ given in Fayeite, N,
Y. June 18307

At the time of publishing the Doc.
& Cov. with its many . changes, they
had also effected a. change of the
name-of the Church.  This was done
May 3 3, 1834, when they changed the
name from that of “The uhargh of
Christ” to thatof “The Church of the
Latter Day Saints.” - Now for tepub-
lish the name of the Church to whom
were originally addressed the Acticles
and.  Covenants, it would loock  teo
glaring, and so to avoid suspicion, it

was’ thought advisable to eliminate

all earmarks 1dentitving the Articles
and Covenants as the property of the
Church of Christ, that they might the
more easily appropriate them as the
property of “The Church of the Lat-
ter Day Sammts” It is very cusio-
mary for professional appropriators
to efface all marks of identification

from articles coming into their pos-
session,

The most prominent change intro-
duced into this section is thar where;bt,
two whaole paragraphs were injected
viz. 16, 17, These had to do with the
newly created officers ot President of
the High Priesthood, and High Coun-
cillors. ;

In the original Revelation das found
i the Book of ‘Commandments there
18 no .veference io these offices, nor
in fact in any part of the entire Bool

It will net do to accusé those to
whon wag commitied the task of
printing the Revelations in the Book
of  Commandments with carelessness
in ﬂmitt%ng anything. - Ner did they,
Their work had been commended bv
the Prophet himself, who could find
only four typograp zmai Errors.

The facts are the Revelations were
altered and added unto, when it came
to getting up the Doc. & Cov. This is
honorably -admitted by o the Utah
Church historian B. TL Roberts:

“That some of the Revelations first
gmhhshed in the ‘Book of Command.
ments;” i 1833 were revised by the
Prophet himself in away of correcting

errors made by the scribes. and pub-
lishers: and some additional clanses
were inserted to  throw increased
light upon the subjects treated in the
Revelations, and paragraphs added to
make the  principlés . or instructions
apply to officers not in the Church
at the timie some of the earlier revel
ations were givert  The addition of
verses 65, 66, 67 in Sec. 20 of the
Doc. & Cov. (Sec, 17:16, 17, Reor-
ganized.) is an example.” Vol 1.
173. '

It may be wondered why a former
Revelation was pmm apart-to permit
the insertion of -the sawd paragraphs
16, and 17.  Why not- introduce the
newly created offices of First Presi-
dency and  High Councillors in a
separate Revelation? -Such a course
would have been highly impolitic. The
offices mentioned in the g}a&‘agfag}h%
being of commanding importance and
destinied to eccupy the Supreme, Di:
recting Controlling quorun of  the
Church as it is today in the Reorgan-
ization, must. at all hazards find 2
place in the constitutional Revelation.
To introduce them into the Revelations
at this late hour, five vears after the
organization - of the  Church; i 2

- separate Revelation would be too glar-

ing, and would- have eccasioned too
much suspicion. They must be wedged
into the Constitution somehow, Lo do
50, it was necessary to confess that
the whole Church had been either wil-
fully or ignorvantly blind for five vears,
Second, that all Leaders of the Church
had been recreant fo their trust in not
advising the Chuorch of thelv erior
and that too,-for five vears. ’}‘hzré
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that the custodians of the Revelation
had been inexcusably negligent or else
deliberately false to their frust in de.
leting these paragraphs from the orig-
inal Revelation. Fourth, that Joseph
Smith the Prophet Seer and Revelator
had been guilty of misrepresenting
the facts, when upon reading over the
Revelations as first printed in the
Book of Commandments, he placed
his official indorsement upon them,
noting only four typographical errors.

What a confession for an Angel
restored Church 1o make, if indeed
there was any error of omission in the
Book of Commandments. Can we af
ford  to make such an admission’®
Never! It is unthinkable. It is un-
reasonable.  The

Revelations  were
right when first given. They were
wrong when they = altered o
make up the Doc, & Cov.

Section 42 of the Doc. & Cov. also
came in for its share of alteration.
This was given as “the law the
government of the Church” as stated
in the opening paragraph of the Rev
elation as printed in the Hook of Com-
mandments. This paragraph however
was removed from the Revelation
when it appeared in the Doc, & Cov.

In paragraph 5 of this section in
the Doc. &Cov., there appears certain
definite instruction to the ministry,
viz. that they “shall teach the scrip-
tures which are in the Bible and the
Book of Mormon in the which is the
tullness of the Gospel and they shall
observe ‘the covenants and Church
articles to do them and these shall be
their teachings as thev shall be direc-
ted by the spirit.”

In reading this we are led to ask
what, and where, are “the covenants
and Church articles” which as we
have seen is ranked with the Bible
and Book of Mormon. Instantly our
attention is focused on the Book be-
fore us, the Book of Covenants as it
is'called. Thus the Doc. & Cov. i3, by
the Revelation, raised to the level of
the Bible and the Book of Mormon.
and must be taughi by the ministry

in the original version of the Revel
ations as printed in the Book of Com
mandments we are more definitely in-
structed as to what “the Covenants
and Church Articles” are. It is “the
Articles and Covenants of the Church
of Christ,” as noted in paragraph 1,
of Chap: 24 Book of Commandments
Unfortunately in fixing up this Revel-
ation for the Doc. & Cov. they delib
erately left out this opening paragraph
as we have already explained. See
Docl & Cov.-17. And thus the reader
of the Doctrines and Covenants is un-
informed as to the true significance
of the term “"Covenants and Church
Articles” and wrongly applies it to
the whole of the Doec. & Cov.

Now in the original Artieles and

Covenants of the Church as noted in
earlier print of the Revelations, Chap.
24 Bogk of Com., no one can fault it
save they who are desirous of bringing
a First Presidency, High Council, and
High Priests into the Church. But
seeing that said Revelation does no
provide for them it is shorn of its
strength and deprived of its glory by

cutting away the declaration “the
Articles  and  Covenants of the
Chusch.”

- It will be noted moreover that this
paragraph 5 of section 42 modifies
the instruction to teach the Bible and
the Book of Mormon, to the direction
of the Spirit, as it may come to the
minister. In the original print of this
Revelation as contained in the Book
of Commandments there is no such
restriction or modification, It reads
as follows: “The Elders, priests and
teachers of this Church shall teach
the scriptures which are in the Bible
and the Book of Mormon in the which
is the fulness of the Gospel, and they
shall observe the Covenants and
Church Articles to do them: and these
shall be their teachings.” The word
teachings is at the end of the sentence,
ves the end of a paragraph, thus mak-
ing the teaching of the Bible and the
Book of Mormon mandatory without
modifications. Under such obligations
there is no danger of the minister sub-
stituting his spiritual emotions as an
authoritative guide. Had the Latter
Day Saints listened to the original
rendition of this Revelation, and
turned their backs on Spirit directions
which later came to them through
their Elders and leading men, they
never would have accepted that atroc-
ious doctrine of polygamy, Adam-
God, nude endowments, etc,

The difference between the Book
of Commandments and the Doc. &
Cov. in this Revelation, is that the
former puts up the bars against any
foreign leadings, while the Doc. &
Cov. does not.

In the matter of administering the
temporal law 1t was provided in par-
agraph 10 of this section that the
“residue shall be kept in my store-
house to administer o the poor and
needy as shall be appointed by the
High Council of the Church and the
Bishop and his Council.”

The original Revelation as found in

Book of Commandments is somewhat

different: “The residue shall be kept
in my storehouse to administer to the
poor and needy as shall be appointed
by the Elders of the Church and the
Bishop.” Chap. 24. '

Why was the power of distributing
these sacred funds taken from the
Elders of the Church, of whom there
were multitudes, and committed to the
High Council? Was 1t in order o
increase the power and control of the

Presidency-and his Councild

Did God make a mistake when he
originally gave the distributing power
to the Elders? If not, why “did He
change? Or was it man that did the
changing ?
mandments the work of gathering to
the land of Zion was placed under
‘The bishop and the Elders of the
Church,” but when the Doc. & Cov,
was brought out, it was given intd the
charge of "“The Presidency and the
bishop of the Church.” Why this tak-
ing away the power from the elders?
Why this enlargement of the powers
of the Presidency? Were not the
Liders of the Choreh capable of ad-
vising in temporal affairs leaving the
more spiritual labors to the Prophet?
Was this the fore runner of Supreme
Directional Control, as now. claimed
by F. M. Smith for hunself?

In the Evening and Morning Star
tor Oct. 1832, there is found a revela-
tion providing for the appointments of
Bishops. It is as follows: “They
shall be appointed by a Conference of
High FPriests.” ~But when this same
revelation was transferred to the Doc.
& Cov. in 1835, known as sec. 68, it
was fixed over to read that the Bishop
must be “Called and set apart and or-
dained wunto this power under the
hands of the First Presidency of the
Melchisedeck priesthood,” “otherwise
they are not legally authorized to of-
ficiate in their priesthood.” Again in
the event of a bishop falling into
transgression, it was provided that
“No bishop” “shall be tried or con-
demned for any crime save it be before
a Conference of High Priests.” But
after the President and his associate
High Councillors on the Committes
getting up the Doc. & Cov. had made
over this revelation it was decreed
that the only tribunal before whom 2
bishop could be tried, is none other
than the First Presidency. It readsas
follows: “No bishop or High Priest
who shall be set apart for this ministry
shall be tried or condemned for any
crimie save it be before the Fipst
Presidency of the Chureh.”

Why, may we ask, was the power
of selecting and trying bishops trans-
ferred from the High Priests to the
First Presidency? ‘Was it because the
High Priests as a body, were mentally
incapacitated and spiritually unfit, or
did the Presidency want more power?

In section 68 of Docirine and Cov-
enants, there are mearly 300 more
words than in the original print of the
Revelation, creating as we have seen,
vital changes; and these changes al-
ways preponderating in favor of the
increased power to the Presidency.’
And all this we are told, was occa:
sioned by the carelessness of  the
original proof readers in overlocking




the above 300 words from one Reve-

lation. Some stories are too thin:
this is too thick.

Strange, 1§ it not, that they always
erred’ in favor of the Presidency.
Practically all alterations in the Reve-
lations of any consequence gravitated
toward the First Presidency. Never
once was there a change diminishing
its power. Slowly but surely the
voice of “Common consent” was being
hushed to silence, as the leaders scis-
sored and censored the Kevelations
of early days, Verily all roads were
leading to Rame. In a little while the
bubble burst, ‘and the slaving saints
reaped a whirlwind, the soul binding

follies of altered Revelations. Kirt-
land, Far West, and Nauvoe, mark

the trail of broken hearts and broken

homes, blindly believing, blindly fol-

lowing the innovations of doctored

doctrines.

20, Why Were the Revelotions
Changed?

It will be interesting to Jearn just
why the Revelations were c’hmged
and pamﬂ@:hrk from one who lived
in those times, that grand old man of
the Restoration, David Whitmer.
whose life till the day of his death
was without guile, and whose passing
was a glorious sunset to a perfect day:

“When the Book of Commandments
was printed Joseph and the Church re-
ceived it as being printed correctly.
This T know. But in the winter of
1834 they saw that some of the Reve-
Iatioris in the Book of Commandments
had to be changed, because the ﬂf‘adw
of the Church had gone
tad done things in which the;
ready gone ~ahead of some
former Hevelations.

of th(
S0 the Book of
Disc. & Cov. was printed n 1835 and
some of the Revelations changed and

added too . . . ..Depend upon this, the
heads of the Church had gone away
ahead of Christ’s teachings to the
“Twelve” in the Book of EION |
and had established high spiritual of-
fices which were not even mentioned
in the teachings of Christ to the
“Twelve” ; so these Revelations had to
be changed.” Saint’s Herald 1887, P.
92, 93.

David Whitmer’s statement can not
be thrown out. He spake as a living
witness of the facts mentioned. Des»
troy his credibility as a witnéss in this,
you shadow his testimony to the Book
of Mormon.

Heman C.

Smith the late historian

of the Reorganized Church has this to
say-of him
“He talked quite freely in regarc

to his experience in the Church, and
we were favorably impressed with his
manner, and his evident love of truth.
His frank open countenance not only
shows him i be one of Nature's
Nagblemen, but impresses one that he
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is not of the type that could be CQQD{?d

or bribed into 2 system of intrigue or

deception.” Ch, Hist: Vol. 4449,

21, The Doctrine and Covénanis.
Do we belisve in the Revelations

contained in the Doctrine and Cov-

enants? Yes, insofar as they agree
with the BRBible and the Book of
Mormon.

The Bible has demonstrated its {fit-
ness to be accepted as a standard by
which to test professed divine books.
It has withstood the mest searching
scrutiny for 2000 years and more.  Its
history is corroborated in the story of
stony lips speaking from the plains of
Mesopotamia and the pyramids of
Egvpt, and its prephecies are replete
with marvelous utterances fulfilled in
succeeding centuries.  Our Lord in-
dorsed the Bible. He quoted from it
and admonished us to “Search the
seriptures.”’

The Book of Mormon equally irue,
written by sages of experience, and
penned b} ?f{}phe s of power, came to
us by the direct intervention of heaven.
Angels assisted in its uncovering and
the power of God in its interpretation.
Translated when the Seer of Palmyra
was scarcely out of his teens, unedu-
cated, and a child of the wounds, noth-
ing but the unerring intelligence of
the Almighty could have produced it
Joseph Smith had nothing to do with
originatingit.  As an instrument in
God’s hand, he read its illuminated
story through the stone interpreters.

It is called the Book of Mormon, in
honor of that ancient historian and
Prophet who compiled and condensed
the records of his fathers. More pro-
perly speaking it is the Record of the
Nephites and its Bible name is the
Stick of Joseph.

The Seriptures know of but two
fundamental Guide Books, the Stick
of Judzh and the Stick of Joseph, of
whom God says “they shall be one in
mine hand,” Ezezk, 37:15-20,

Toined, married to each other, and
that by the hand of God, let not man
put them asunder by any other rec
ord of interpolated revelations.

The Book of Dectrine and Cov-
enants confains many Revelations of
Divine merit, but they are just as
Divine as though they had not been
sepulchred in the Doc. & Cov. It was
not necessary that they should be
bound in a bundle, the truth with
error, and ‘humanly labeled the Doc-
trine and Covenants. The only ad-

vantage from such procedure is that

the divine may impart a palatable ap-
pearance to the human, but the human
will detract from the glory of the
Divine,  Let cach Revelation be re-
ceived on its merits, out in the open,

“in the field of the living, and not em-

balmed in a mauscleum of the dead
The best part of the Doc & Cov.
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“was p}ag;amzeé fram the Book of
Commandments, worked over in the
alteration shop of the High Coun-
cil, bent  upon  booming their own

ambitions. ~Another part was taken
from certain Lectures on Faith for
which no inspiration was claimed, and
recently withdrawn from the Doctrine
& Covenants by the Reorganized
Church, without any-instruction from
the supposed Author of that book.
Certain Revelations in this book may
justly claim mspiratzonai merit, while
others cannot graduate in this class.

Eviéenﬂv it was in this light tha
Pres. F. M. Smith for the Presidency,
and W aher W. Smith as the General
Historian of the Reorganized Chureh,
viewed the Doc. & Cov. The latter
writing a protest against the Doc &
Cov., called for an elimination of many
sections, and the former, on his own
initiative, presented that protest to the
Joint Council of 1922, It was a deep
laid plan, well thought out; and in
every respect worthy of the cleverness
of those men who for years sat cheek
by jowl.

Walter’s prestige of course was
hardly big.enough to carry the plan to
the Joint Council, so he “addressed it
to “The First Presidency,” and the
President, well pleased, if not behind
a scheme that would forever rémove
those pesky sections 121 and 123 from
the Doc. & Cov. that stood in the way
of his “Supreme Directional Control
ambition, gladly donated his services
and influence, by presenting it to said
Joint Council, of which the Presidency
was a very conspicuous part.  There
are several interesting items i that
historian’s letter -

“The Book of Doc. & Cov. was first

= published in 1835 at Kirtland, O, upon
the order of a general Assembly of
the Church. No other edition was
published until after the .death of
Joseph Smith, This second edition was
g’méiisked wnder the divection of those
who subsequently perverted the Gos-
pel and led the Church astrey; and
contains some matter that was never
approved by the Church so far as the
records show. Some of these articles
are not revelations, hence not entitled
to the consideration given to revela-
tions, of which the book of Doc. &
Cov. is supposed to be composed. . . ..
In 1864 3 committee for the Reorgan-
ized Church published an edition of
the Book of Doc. & Cov. at Cincinatis,
O., and included in this issue oll the
additionol matter inserted . the book
after the rejection of ~the Church.
Since this time an edition ‘was issued
in 1830 another in 1897, and still
another in 1911. In these latér edi-
tions two more items, not: revelations
have found. their place in the book, so
that now, in all, the followmg items
are contained in the Book of Doc &
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Cov., which are not revelations: viz
sections 99:108-A; 110, 111: 112
113; 121 and 123, 1 would suggest
that the needs of the times require a
revision of the book of Doel & Cov.,
and that a new edition be issued elim-
inating all the matter not revelations,
and using section 108-A as a preface,
including also the articles on Govern-
ments and marriage, and appending to
this' preface, Resolutions No. 215
adopted Sept. 13, 18787 The Mess-
enger, June, 1926, B

Can any one doubt now, that the
Dot & Cov. “contalns some matter
that ~was never approved by  the
Church,” “articles that are not revela-
tions, hence not entitled to the con-
sideration given to revelations” and
- Uthet i was published wnder the divec-
tion of those who subsequently per-
verted the gospel and led the Chureh
astray;” and “that the needs of the
tmes require a revision of -the Book
of Doc. & Cov. and that a new edition
be issued  eliminating all matter not
revelations.” ,

The facts are, that while many, the
majority. of the Revelations, in the
Doc & Cov., are divine, the compil-
ation was human. There was no com-
mand from God for its publication.
22, Ever-Changing.

The history. of the Doc, & Cov. is
vascillating. It has been repeatedly
altered to suit the variable fancies of
ever-changing man.  To the second
edition published in 1844 “was added
by what authority of by whose direc-
tion we are not mformed; the revela-
tion to Thos. B. Marsh given at Kirt-
fand O, July 23, 1837. A revelation
ofi tithing given at Far West, Mo,
July 8, 1838; the revelation concern-
ing the Temple at Nauvoo and the
Church officers given at Nauvoo, 111,
Jan. 19, 1841 two letters written by
Joseph Smith on Sept. 1, and 6, 1842;
and  the anonymous drticle entitled
‘the muartvrdom of Joseph and Hyrum
- Smith." 7 Journal of Hist. Vol.©14:146,

I 1863 the Reorganized Church re-
solved to publish the Doc. & Cov. with
certain “corrections,”  Following is
the ~resolistion “Resolved that this
Conference authorize the Committee
of publication to publish the Book of
Doc. & Cov. with such corrections in
arrangements as may be necessary.”
S. Herald Vol 4:122,

“In 1897 a new revised. edition was
issued by the Board of publication.
- The revelation on. the late civil war,
the minutes of the General Assembly
of 1835, the minutes of the Joint
Council of 1894 and the revelations
given to the Reorganized Church to
date all included inthe voliime. The
Lectures on Faith are omitted.” Jour,
of Hist. 14:154,

It will be impossible to suppress the
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question as to how much of God was
in the original Doctrine and Cov-
enants when man with impunity adds
to and and removes at pleasure what-
ever suits his fickle fancy. It is writ-
ten “the Word of the Lord endureth
forever’” but somehow the revelations
in the Doc. & Cov. are umcertain to
survive a generation, even among its
friends. s

In 1909 the “General Conference of
the Reorganized Church referred to
the Presidency and the Board of Pub-
lication the matter of correcting séction
22 of the Doc. & Cov. to harmenize
with: the same revelation as printed
in the Inspired Translation.” Jour. of
Hist. 14:155 This was done and the
following announcement was made in
the Herald Jan. 17, 1912, “A New
Edition of the Doctrine and  Cov-
enants. By order of General Confer-
ence a committe¢ was appointed to
correct all typographical errors. also
section 22 of the Doc. & Cov. * This
has been done and the book i3 now
ready.”

CSection 22 was doctored up with
some 57 words added, to make it agree
with the Inspired translation. This
Book of Doc. & Cov. has passed thru
many editions since 1835, when it
was supposedly correct and festified
to. “And now after 77 years the Book
is found to be in error and out of
harmeny with the Inspired Version of
the Bible. 'What a tribute to the in-
spiration and testimonies of those men
who fixed up the Book in the begin-
ning. Was it the Holy Ghost that
supervised the compilation of the Rev-
elations in 18357 Then by what power
has it been doctored up all along?
23.  Plagiarized Preface.

The attempt to use the Preface
Revelation as an endorsation of the
Doc. & Cov. was pure plagiarism.
That Preface was given for the Book
of Commandments as paragraph 2 will
show: “Behold this is mine authority
and the authority of my servants and
my preface unto the Book of My
Commandments which I have given
them to- publish-unto- you, O inhab-
itants of the earth.”

In the original Book of Command-
ments the name of that Book is cap-
italized, emphasizing it as distinctively
referring to the name of that Book.
In the Doc. & Cov. this name is cut
down to lower case lettérs with the
evident intention of minimizing the
name, -that the term might be appro-
priated to some other compilation of
the Commandments,

24, Newer Ordered by the Church of
Christ.
Was there any cancellation of the
instruction, ordering -the publication
of ‘the  Book of Commandments as

stated in the Preface Revelation?
None that we are aware of. Was there
any reverse action of the Conference
of the Church, repealing its approval
of the publication of said Book? None
that we know of. " Then why the pub-
lication of another book designed to
take the place of the Book of Com-
mandments, and that too, without any
commiand from God?

In justice to the publication of the
Doc. & Cov. it may be stated there
was no. cancellation or reversal re-
guired. The Doc. & Cov. was the off-
spring of the “Church of the Latter
Day Saints,” whereas the DBook of
Commandments was brought forth by
the “Church of Christ.” See the fly
leaves on these respective books.

There were two distinct Churches,
the one dating from April 6, 1830 and
the other from May 3, 1834, The
“Church of Christ” was the real orig-
inal Church as begun by Christ, Angel
and Prophet ; and the latter was begun
at a Kirtland Conference led by ambi-
tiousleaders, and named “The Church
of the Latter Day Saints.” The history
of that significant and far reaching
event, the changing of the name of
the Church 1s related in the ‘official
publication of ‘those times, the Fve-
ning and Morning Star, Oliver Cow
dery bemg editor e

SKirtland, May-3,°1834.  Minutes
of a Conference of the Eiders of the
Chureh. of Christ, which Church was
organized in the township of Favette,
Seneca County, New York, on the 6th
of April A, D: 1830. The Conference
came to order and Joseph Smith Jr.
was chosen Moderator and F. G, Wil-
liams and Oliver Cowdery were ap-
pointed Clerks.

“After prayer the Conference pro-
ceeded o discuss the subject of names
and appellations when a motion was
made by Sidney Rigdon and seconded
by N. K. ‘Whitney that this Church be
known hereafter by the nhme of the
Church of the Latter Day Saints. Ap-
propriate remarks were delivered by
some. of the members after which the
motion was put by the Moderdator and
passed by unatiimous voice,

“Resolved = that - this  Conference
recommend  to - the Conference of
Churches abroad that in making out
and transmitting minutés of their pro-
ceedings, such minutes and proceed-
ings be made out’ under the above
title,

“Resolved that these minutes be
signed: by the Moderator and clerks
and published in the Evening and
Morning  Star. Joseph Smith, Mod-
erator; F. G Williams, Oliver Cow-
dery, Clerks.” The E. & M. Star, July,
1834, '




.

25, A Tuise Stster of the Book of
Abraham.

-~ The Church having changed her
name, it was prima faci¢ proof that
she was divorcing herself as the Bride
of Christ, and the Doctrine and Cov-
enants was the first issue of a new
relationship with a foreign paramour.

There was another born. with this
issue, a twin sister to the Doc. & Cov.
It was the Book -of Abrahawm; brought
forth in the same year and by the same
parent, “The Church of the Latter
Day Saints.” Whatever mark of ex-
cellency or repulsion was on the one,
was doubtless on the other. Of this
event Joseph wrote:

ST, with W, W, Phelps and Oliver
Cowdery ‘as seribes commenced the
franslation of some of the chardciers
ar hveroglyphics and much to our joy
found that one of the rolls contained
the writings of Abrdaham, anotheér the
writings- of  Joseph of Hgypt etc, a
more full account of which will appear
in thelr place as I proceed to examine
orunfold them.” Truly we can say the
Lord is beginning to reveal the abun-
dance of peace and truth,” Milly Star
15:297. ‘

In the early days of the Reorgan-
ization the Book of Abraham was re-
garded with the utmost respect, and
frequently quoted from by the editors
of the Herald. It was appealed to in
the Word of Consolation, the {irst
pamphlet put forth by the Reorgan
ization, which was indorsed by a rev-
¢lation to the Church. ~See Herald.
Vol 1:54 In 1860 when fighting the
Church of Chiist on the question of
the Doctrine and Covenants, the Edi-
tor had this tosayv: "Now we propose
to prove that all the revelations which
Joseph gave to the Church we are
bound to give heed unto.  If the first
edition’ of that book is divine, all the
subsequent revelations which are con-
tained in the Book of Covenants, in
the ‘Book of Abraham, and which he
‘gave unto the Church are equally
divine.” Herald, Vol 1:63.

In the Saint's “Herald, Nowv, 21,
1885, Pres. W. W. Blair, one of the
editors said, “To those who accept the

took of Abraham ag authority we of-

fer the following which we think ex-
plains and renders miore intelligibly
these - passages  already cited  and
quoted to wit: “And they who keep
their first estate shall be added upon,
and they who keep not their first
estate shall not have glory in the same
kingdom with ‘those who keep their
first estate””

In the minutes of the Quorum of
Twelve we find the following resolu-
tion  which was adopted by that
quorum May 2, 1865

< Christ’s second coming.

ZION'S ADVOCATE

“Resolution which was adopted by
the  Fravelling High Council of the
Reorganized Church 'of Jesus: Christ
of Latter Day Saints.  Ne, 22 Re-
solved that we believe the doctrine
of the plurality of Gods is scriptural.

‘Resolved that when the doctrine of a

plurality of Gods is taught it should
be-done with prudence.”

These resolutions were adopted by
the First Presidency and Twelve, May
2, 1865, Joseph Smith presiding. The
plurality of “Gods” was a specialty
of the Book of Abraham. It is re-
ferred to over fifty times, and the
“plurality of Gods” was a forerunner
of plurality of wives, as the students
of Mermonism well know.

_Centralia, Wash.

Zion's Advocate : We are pleas-
ed to report to the dear saints of
the Advocate the favorable out-
look of the work here.

The spirit of peace and broth-
erly Jove prevails supreme with

us,  Our oservices arve all wvery
enjovable.  The good Spirit is

ofttimes enjoyved to a marked de-
gree. Fspecially so at our prayer
and sacramental services.

We have an opening at Littell,
a neighboring town, and are hav-
ing best of interest and guite large
attendance, and the people seem
to become miore and more in love
with cur gospel message, I am
taking care of these services my-
self and preach every Sunday eve-
ning.  Last Sunday evening we
used Matt, 24:14 for the founda-
tion of our talk, also calling at-
tention to  the signs prior i
I felt the
power of the Spirit come over me
and it rested with me continually
through the subject. In shaking
hands at the close of the service,
a number of them told me that
they had enjoyed the sermon very
vauch,  One man told me it was
the biggest sermon he ‘ever head,
so 1 feel very much encouraged
with the outlook at this place; and
feel that ere long we will baptize
a number there. They have a
very heautiful little chureh for us
to hold our services in, and if we
are successful in converting this
congregation it will mean church
building and all. I also visited
the late reunion of the Reorgani-
zation at Portland, alse Seattle
and B, C. reunions. Had the priv-
ilege of meeting many of the old-

time saints and friends I had
known these many vears, and find
that many of them are not in har-
mony with the 5. D, O movement,
or the stewardship plan as being

‘taught by the Reovganization, I

was freated very courteously by
those in charge at each of these
reunions; however, was not in-
vited to oceupy the pulpit at any
fime, but made good use of the
time in private conversation, and
feel that my efforts in explaining
to those who were anxious to
know our position were produc-
tive of good. The saints, how-
ever, were instructed at each of
these veunions to not get inlo any
discussions with Bro. Cox on the
c¢hurceh questions, but this request
seemed to make them more anx-
ious to know. our position. - One
sister said, “‘Surely, Brother Cox.
you are coming back with us,
aren't you?” I replied by saying
“Trear sister, when vou can pei-
suade some one of the ministry
of vour chureh to point out to me
the scripture as contained in the
New Testament where the Christ
made provisions for a presidency
in the church, and that this presi-
dency should have suprenie direc-
torial control of all the affairs of
the church, even to the eifectual
disciplining of all the members
of the church, then I will be ready
to eome back to the Reorganiza-
tion, and in case of failure on his
part that you good people will be
ready to accept the truth as con-

“tamed in the word of God and

will come over io the Chureh of
Chirist, the one that is in harmony
with ~his  divine  plan——whose
headquarters are on the Temple
Lot.” One brother standing by
said “We cannot do that”

1 algo visited Aberdeen and
Hogquiam, Wash., where 1, some
years ago, baptized some forty or
more, Had a very nice visit with
a number of those good people.
Found them still in the faith of
the restored gospel as they had
learned it at first, but out of har-
mony with 8. D. C. movement and
the stewardship plan as faught by
that faetion. A wonderful oppor-
tunity for a missionary there. In
fact, the field here as I view it is
white to harvest and the laborers
are few. Let us pray the Lord of
the harvest to send laborers into
the field, that can labor in love
and gather the golden sheaves
into His kingdom.

Your brother in the Gospel,
Elder 8. P. COX.
111 W, Walnut.




Independence News
(By Marshall 7. J amizon )

Reeently a number of automo-
biles filled with members of the
local congregation made a irip
to St. Joseph where they met with
those . in sympathy  with the
Church of Christ and all report
an exeellent time and a nice din-
ner. On the same Sunday, Apos-
tle H. E. Moler, of Heolden, was
here and occupied at both the
morning and evening sessions. He
had good liberty and the mess-
ages. were timelv and
tional,

Brother Clarence Wheaton has
returned from an extensive so-
journ through some of the North
Eastern States and Canada. He
reports a successful missionary
trip and says the outlook is fine,
He left us again this week for
~Colorado, to look after the work
there,

The writer has been in several
of the towns throughout Northern
Missouri and Lamoni on a busi-
ness trip and incidentally picked
up some subscriptions for the Ad-
vocate and distributed consider-
able literature. 1 find the Saints
everywhere 1 go very much inter-
ested in the Church of Christ, in
faet in one town I found several
so much interested that thev are
anxious to secure some of our el-
ders to preach for them, one mem-
ber assured us of a building and
said that it was opinion that some
20 members of the Reorganization
were anxions to have us come and
hold a series of meetings. After
talking to some of them T feel
sure a branch can be organized
at that place. Surely the harvest
is whife and the reapers few.

B SIS MM

Several special prayer meetings

have been held here in the inter-
est of Brother Macgregor, and our
hearts are sad at the news of his
death.  Words can not express
our sorrow; our sympathy espe-
cially goes out 6 Sister Margarét
Maegregor in her hour of sorrow.
The readers of the Advocate will
especially  miss  Brother Dan's
wonderful editorials and inspira-
tional articles. He has made us
a most wonderful editor and it
has been such a pleasure to work
- with him in publishing onr paper.
_In our opinion the article which
_isrunning in installments “Chang-
ing of Revelations” is a master-
_ piece, and strikes straight to the
cause of the present unfortunate
condition in the Reorganization.
 Through the aid of funds supplied

inspira-

by Doctor Harold B, Mine
Wankes, This expellont niti
been published in tract formia
56 page booke—which should
the home of every Latter
Day Saint regardless of faction.
We have them in any guantity
while they last at 10 cents per
copy, so

nat i mav be within
the reach of all—a book that

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
BY THE BOARD OF PUBLICATIONR
Book  of

Commandments, paper

Bound et o e ar e e 40
Leather bound ... 1.25

Book of Mormon, excsllont binding 1.00

David Whitmer's Book {vontaing
some valuable data and informa-
tion frowm: one of the Wwitnesses
to the Book of Mormen) 5D

Solution of the Mermen Problem,
a4 82-page tract, the greater pavt
fai ircular let-
itmer in
s some veplies to
appeared an the
; concerning - the
changes that wers mad the

Revelations, each ... RiE)
Why a First Presidency, by Willard
4. Bmith—A Tay d8-page’ fraet
that thoroughly covers the suhject
8 for S1.00 or hoh 15
of T
he
10

ime te Fill in vour back
of Ziot's Advorste for
some dav vor i
bound.

Why not send vz a dollor or more
today and et us send youan ax

sortment of tracts,

E-will you gét us one
subscribers for the

want to become

NEW BOOK
Just Off the Press
“Changing of the
Rw&:ﬁaiﬁam”

2]

CERYCRAAMIEL MIAD

HOR

36 pages of vital interest o every
Latier Day Saine Al VoL ean  use
at conly  MWeo each, while they last
Order from Zion's Adveonte, et
DR HAROLD B. MINER
221 Wisconsin ' Ave,
Milwaukee, Wis

B e % :

le has

week in celebration of the 100th

s

would ordinarily sell at 25 to 50
cents,

Bishop J. V. Roberts; who was
elected Presiding Elder of the
local eongregation in March, for
one year, asks us to insert the fol.
lowing statement:

“News spreads fast in this day
and age, and as I have- had so
many inquiries lately as to why
the Special Meeting was called
the 22nd of last month at which
time it was ordered by vote that
my office be declared vacant, and
Brother W. K. Willian élected to
take iy place, I take this oppor-
tunity to say that I was rot charg-
ed with any erime or offensge, in
fact at no time was I ap}}r(}aciéed

or labored with by any m
of the Prasdbood. N
W dged a

me, eithe , ing
since that time. [ make this state-
ment for the benefit of my many

friends who are making inguiry
as to what erime I may have com-
mitted that a meeting of this na-
ture attempt to remove me from
office without even the formality
of charges or trial. Before CGod
I maintain that such action was
unjustifiable and reflects on my
work in an unfair way,”
4. ¥, ROBERTS, 16-3.27

Independence is decorated this

anniversary. - The old ‘log court.
house ‘is the oldest west of the
Mississippi River, and .is still in
use as headguarters for the Wel
fare Board. A wonderful pro-
gram is arranged for every day
and night the week of the 3rd. .

NIAGARA FALLS

The Church at Niagara Falls,
N. Y., held a profitabl two-days
meeting Sept. 4th and 5th,

CA cosy hall with comfortable
chairs, also a dining room and
kitchen, was rénted for the oeca-
sion and meals were served. «

Apostle C. L. Wheaton was our
speaker, and made many friends
by his eonstructive attitude to-
ward the gospel.

Two cars came with brethren
from Toronto and one car from
St. Thomas, and for the benefit
of the visitors several trips arcund
the Falls were arranged.

There was one addition to our
numbers by baptism.

t was the general feeling that
the meeting had been profitable
to all.

We  were very sorry that
Apostle Otto Fetting was unable
because of sickness to be with us
as scheduled.

e
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and he was glad to meet Hhis
friends, and see all who ealled:
just a little . while before  he
passed on he said “I am ready to
go, 1 have fought a good fight,
I have kept the faith.” He passed
away peacefully, and will be laid
to st in Lakeside Cemetery,
Port Huron, Mich., on Thursd
afternoon the 6th. We expem
Elder James B, Yates {0 ;gneawh
the sermon.

Let us all remember his com-
panion; that God will sustain and
bless her, for her work is not vet
finished.

Your Brother in Christ,
H. L. Maecpherson.

Extracts From Letters
Clgrence Wheaton:
Everything is going
everything shows progress
encouragement. I have be
Port Huron, St. Thomas, 1
VZ\siag&m Faﬂs Ontario;
poing to Lowbanks mnright
been having a mnice trip so
B&pﬁ;iz@d ’?’G{{} at 8, T%m

nicely,
and

#;mmf r; : - received
‘homas aﬁ(‘ T{}z(m 0. ‘élﬂz:ps;x

ta open a series of meeti 1
Toronto the coming Sunday v

will continne indefinitel

as the intervest will warra:

that I am planning to go Bast ic
Providence, R. 1, ‘with Jimmy
Simmons in his Ford. He is itch-
Cing for missionary experience. |
“hope to satisfy his desire along
this line for a season at least:

- The Lord has blessed us in ad-
minigtrations.. Menday evening
~after Brother Spilsbury and T had
~returned., from ‘services at' the
Hall, we found a deaf sister who
had come down from Towanga to
 be administered fo by us. She
was a stranger to us all. She
stayed all night with Brother and
Sigter Spilsbury and we adminis
tered-to her the next morning.
The results were most gr ‘m%vmg
Bhe testified that she was able
hear musie that was played aé

rother Spilsbury’s

 which was the first she had heard
“in one ear for 35 yvears, and since
1906 1n the pther. She had bheen
paralyzed in one side of her face
Cand she told us thafa she felt the

afterwards,
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May He always be glorified
among men aud help us be hum-
ble before Him. We also admin-
istered to Sister Yaangf of Toron=
to, who iz with sister Spilsbury
since the death of her son, Harry.
She had contracted a severe cold
and the hay fever. She is well
and happy over the resulis this
morning, 1 am hoping to see fh?
same thing happen to yvou. May

“the Lord indeed dbundantig b)‘ew

you ~and sister Maecgregor with

health and streneth and %wmmai ,

blessings,

Mrs. Harriet A. Crowley: I am
happy, indeed, to write you that
through the love and = good-
ness of our dear He‘*ax enly Father

1 am one with yvou in church fel:

lowship. T hepe to be able to
meet vou at the next general con-
ference. How trueitis, that “you

- shall know the truth and the truth

shall make vou free”

I am sending some verses that
were composed - by Daniel S
Crawley a short time before he
passed away.

W.oP. Euckiey Denver, Colo.:
We are much encouraged by let-
ters that we recelve, i'ega;{img
the advancement of the cause
and the efforts that are being put

forth by some to do all that they.

can to help it along. Truly God
is w m‘kmg and vemembering His
people in many places. T hear
that Brother Yates is much bless-
ed and rejoicing in the Gospel—
others also.

George - Cummins, Salt Lake
City, Utah: T have éeeiéed to ask
to bewme a .- member of  the
Church of Christ (Temple Lot),
You'll remember some time ago
I'wrote telling vou I had tendersd

~my resignation to the Reorgan-

ized Latter Day Saints. 1L may
again say I decided to leave Christ
when 19 vears of age in England,
was a member of the Methodist
Chureh some 20 years. Joined
the Mormon Church in England,
eame here in 1916, became a2
Seventy in Mormon c:th urch. Ree-
{}1‘(:}5 show same, ‘}?hmagh un-
certainty which was right, joined
the  Reorganized Latter Day
Sxamw. h(}}dmg office of Priest.

ssensation of the bloed tingling in

her flesh. She surely was a happy
- woman. What the ultimate result
will be forher I do not know. But

this mueh I do know-—that God
has not closed the windows of
Heax en against those that have
faith to call upon his Holy name.

Again, reading Whitmer book,
uncertainty took hold of me and
as Lsayv above, I resigned. [ have
taken the advocate for a long
time. " To be straightforward, I
have also had long talks (writ-
ing) to Brother Wipper and Sny-
der, but decided to become a

B

member of Chm‘{:h of UChrist, l%‘;'
whole desive is, and has been for
long vears to serve him, who pave
his life for me. 1 w@hge that only
through the shedding of his prec-
ious blood can we hope to gain
eternal life, so my praveris found
in the lines of Frances Ridley
Havergal’s Hymn :
Take my life, and let it be,
Consecrated Lord to thee,
Take my moments a,msi
days, -
Let them
Praise,
 Please let vour Seceretary (if
desired ) get my past record from
either Mormon, or Mr. Lohett,
Personally, Merrill Ebzenhouser
can answer any questions you
want know, Rﬁﬁ me know what
course: y’mz desire me to take, 1
did not know whether o send this
on to. Brother Sheldon, anvhow,
vou can send it on to hzm or 1o
whom vou think it should be ,
handed.

my

flow in Ceaseiesz«:

J. H. Camp, Los Angeles, Cal.:
When I goto the field, T want it
to be on my own hook, for if 1
can, I am going to be self suppori-
ing, for at présent, and for all
future time, the chureh will bhe

; ot able te support the
ministry. © Personally, 1 believe
the bulk ‘of the church monies
should go to the establishing of
center v the care of the poor
and needy.” T do not favor the
doling out of monev in “pensions”’
“annuities” “allowances’” and the
like, but in seclid investments
where the %}en@f‘ieiam’ may resgide
in eommon with others of like
fdegree” and profit under an
egual distribution from those whe
can help. T urged Wheaton to
not accept any salarv or donation
from any one, but, to insist on thﬂ

s of & Pmiem equal to al

class where the f
might take the “talents’ ;
prove on them and make ‘Lhem
like the old fashioned beer seed,
reproductive. - In other words,
give a man eleven hens and one
rooster, with » understanding
that he feed them instead of feed
OFF of them until they reproduce
100 fold.

Why 1 Left ihe Rec;z’ga,z;i:aéd
Church: "The .enly ressonable
basis for a ghumh or E’;’&ﬁiﬁéf}i{}n s
that we may furnish a place, for
those interested in uplifting and
cheering humanity, 1o . come to-
gether in the spirit of Chyist and
for Q&i‘?‘”‘fﬁ%‘»ﬁ‘ on of God's work in
His way. This has been the elaim




