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Joseﬁh and Alexander Smith

We are repeatedly asked in what
light do we view the calling and work
of the late  Joseph and  Alexander
Smith. On this matter the Church of
Christ has not spoken. It is a matter
upon which each must speak for him-
seli

We are persuaded, however, from
what we know of the sentiment of
others, that both of these nmien were
held in- high esteem. Of their lives
and personal conduct we have never
heard them reflected upon.  To the
contrary all who knew these estim-
able men must admit the high born
sense of justice which ever animated
them. - Their conduct was above re-
proach.

As to their calling, there can be no
doubt that God used them to the build-
ing up of the Church in the Reorgani-
zation.  They were men fitted for the
times.  When they came to the Re-
organization, Mormonisim was i a sad
way.  ‘The very name was repulsive
to the sensitive ears of decency. Apos-
tacy had over run the Church bring-
ing in every evil calculated to turn
away the honest in heart. - Polygamy
was infesting nearly every faction and
Daniteism was doing its. deadly work
in Utah, where the largest faction of
the Church prevasied The Church of
Christ contending for the old faith
were having a hard time of it for
there were scarcely any of the old
stock of the Church at Nauvoo dis-
posed to guestion anything but the
rankest evils which at that time were
infesting the Church.  The Church of
Christ was urging all to go back to
the faith of 1830 and cast aside the
numerous innovations that ‘had crept
into the Church. - A worthy appeal
surely, but lost on the desert hearts of
the Saints so long accustomed to seal-
ing, polyganiy, baptizing for the dead;
a First Presidency, High Council;
lineal rulership, the Book of Abra-
ham, ete, etc. .

The church would scarcely listen to
such wholesale reforms. To them it
was sin to question the Book of Abra-
ham, the High Council and the other
errors. Indeed when the Reorganiza-

tion ‘was started there were those in
it who did not recognize the evil of
pol}fg,amv We {ind them shortly after
organization meeting in fasting and
asking God if polyeamy was of Him.
And whence came this error, and how

came it to have such a strangle hold
‘on the Church?  Ah, it was in the

Church in the days of 1844, Their
spiritual leaders were into it. 1t was
practiced in private and the  Saints
could ‘not make themselves believe
that it was altogether wrong, else why
did such great men practice it?

- To save those poor souls who had
thus been deceived into thinking that

these things were right, it was neces-

sary. that the Gospel hook should be
baited with the bait that was most
appealing,  One could not go to them
with the full measure of the truth and
tell them they were all in error. They
must be appealed unto in the most
appealing. way.  You cannot bait a
hook fora trout in the same way that
you would bait for a sturgeon.

Now as stated the great body and
bulk of the Church were into the pre-
vailing errors of the time. And so it
was that the work of the Reorgani-
zation was that of appealing to this
class who were so grossly in ervor,
and by a process of careful adminis-
tration reéached multitudes where the
Church of Christ with its more strin-
gent veforms did not appeal.

The work of the Reorganization
therefore, was essential to reach this
class, and it gradually led them out of
the grosser evils. Joseph and ‘Alex-
ander Smiith as the leaders of the Re-
organized Church, played their part
well. By worthy examples they show-
ed the people the way to 4 virtuous
life, and gradually through the years,
the name of Later Day 5Saint became
honorable 1 the land.

The work of reform however was

not completed under the administra-

tion ‘of these good men. It takes
vears, and decades, to undo the evils
of an age, particularly when those
evils have been reinforced by the ex-
ample of prominent-men.  Joseph was
taken away before a full reform was
effected. Had he lived, doubtless re-
forms would have gone on.

God raised up another. His son,

Frederick M. Smith, was called to the
Presidencyship. And  through him,
God  was  pleased to continge  that
work of reform, only in another wayv.
Seing of an impetuous spirit and 2
strong will, he must needs t1y out all
kind of expedients.  His college edu-
cation led him into modernism, all of
which ‘he has tried to harness up to
the old Gospel chariot. Tn these bold
and fearless attempts 1o malke that
chariot go, he brought out all the
¢rrors in the Reorganization.  He was
as a great boy trying on a coat too
small. - His ponderous frame of self
will simply showed up all the rips and
holes in the garment. - At last we dis
covered that a First Presidency and a
High Couneil were not good i’ﬂmws to
the Church.© We found ot that comn-
mon ¢onsent was not in the Church
as we had supposed it was. We
tearned that the Apostles so called
were only inname, and were entirely

subversive to the manipulations of

their “Chief.”  We discovered that it
was a- dangerous thing to run the
Church anv longer under the unre-
stricted guidance of certain revela:
tions which had been mutilated add-
ed to, and taken from m distant days,
And so the work of reform was presse
ed upon us as a thing that must not
be postponed; lest a greater evil come
upon the Church. ,

1t was not practicable to attempt a
correction of all the érrors in the days
of the late Joseph. The faith of the
people would not-stand . To them
the Doctrine and Covenants and every-
th%r’g it contained was the very word
of the Lord:  But God had His own
way of effecting ‘reforms.  Humans
must learn the wrong of 2 thing by
suffering.- There is no other way for
the great majority.

It was thus in growing out of the
errors and superstition of the Roman
Apostacy,  Luther did not dare at-
tempt a correction of all the errors of
that monstrous power. He would not

have made a single convert. ,,,Hut he
lopped off the most ;Lppar*f:ﬁtrevils,
and having done this, along comes
Calyin, and then Knox, and later a
Wesley, each man reforming, all along
the line.



- Roval

;};aesentament that her father was se-
riously ill, and she desired me to hold
a special prayer meeting for him. This
was on july 14th, 1918

While preachmg was going on on
the lawn 4 few of the saints retired
to the upper auditorium of the church
on the Temple Lot for praver. Sister
Melissa there stated that she had re-
ceived a letter that evening confirm-
g what had come to her in the morn-
ing.  All present engaged in praver,

‘after which the Lord spoke through
mie and told the daughters of Brother
Cole that their faithfulness would be
rewarded by their father retuming
home alive.

About 2:00 A. M. next morning
Sister Melissa phormd asking if ‘1
would undertake the journey to ad-
minister to her father. 1 said that |
 would. . We prepared to go but we
had ne money.

Melissa phoned a stranger, a friend
ol her brother, asking him t6 loan her
$200.00. . This he readily did without
. asking for a note or other security;

1 was at that time pressman for
Zion's Ensign Dublishing House. 1
went to the foreman and manager
during the night and asked for tweo
weeks’ leave of absence, stating my
errand. It was granted.

v 5:00 A M. all was ready and
Melissa and 1 started for Monticello,
full of confidence that we would
bring Brother Cole home alive. After
our departure a telegram come to
Sister Cole stating that if I knew his
condition' T would leave  evervthing
and come.  But the Spirit of God had
already done the work and we were
hastening to his bedside. © Good con-
nections were made at Pueblo on the
D. & R. G. which took us through the

Gorge and over Tennessee
Pass where we encountered our first
hardship.  We were thinly clad in
summer clothing and we encountered
winter weather which frosted the car
windows and chilled us to the bone.
One woman had her feet frosted. At
Thompson, Utah, we arranged to
continue our journey by stage over
the desert to Moab, a distance of 51
. miles, . There we had planned to stay
for the nipht and take stage for Mon-
ticello the next day; but through the
kindness of strangers the way was
provided for Sistér Melissa to go on
that night 1o Monticello.  This left
me alone to follow on the mail stage
next morning. 1 was never so lone:
somie in-all my life: o Fwas surrounds
ed by mountain walls of gmmte on
all sides and I felt I was in prison.
My soul was filled with forebodings
and dread and T praved for comfort
and protection.

While at supper I was mfcrrmf:é
that a- young man was driving that
mghi: to Monticello with a Ford car.

Finding him, a bargain was struck for

$5.00, saving 83500 of my regular
fare,
At dusk we sm;wd out with my

_ grips strapped to the running board

and I enthroned on a soap box, my
feet Hanging over the back of the car,
for my Ford car turned out to be a
chasis—an ancient relic.. Far into
the night we drove to complete our
103 miles from Thompson to Monti-
cello.  Though  fatigued from my
long journey of three nights and two
days without sleep, 1 had a keen in-
terest in the stories of the wild west,
of Indians, bears and covotes, told me
by the two bovs in the car. As we be-
gan to reach higher elevations in the
mountains our gasoline got low. The
engine coughed and spit.and stopped !
A council was held and we decided to
turn our car around and back up over
the divide. . With my feet dangling
over the back which now formed the
front of the car, we proceeded. Some-
times [ called a sharp warning as |
posed in mid air looking down into
the deep chasms of  the mountains
where T could see far below me in the
darkness a small ribbon of water.

- But our protecting angel was with
us and before sunrise we were down

in the lowlands where we could:look’

up through the cold clear atmosphere
to the ‘diamond  studded dome and
thank God for His protection,

A few hours after sunrise our gas-
pline ‘ran out.  Being unceratin of
getting more, and pressed by the urge
of my errand, I started out on the
long dusty trail to complete my jour-
ney afoot.  After  several hours in
the heat and dust T came to a lone,
deserted ranch house and turned in
with the hope of obtamming water to
quench my thirst.  But no water was
in sight—the wells were dry. [ sat
down and made out' a meager meal
from . the remamms of the lunch
brought from home and kneeling
down I asked for help.

Soon in the distance behind I saw
a small cloud of dust and n shout an
hour 1 had the happiness of seeing a
large freighter emerge from it drawn
by four span of mules. 1 hailed old
Peter, and -obtained conveyance for
the rest of my journey, after my
weary walk of four or five hours, lug-
ging my grip. I arrived that evening
at Monticello and made my way to the
home of Brother  George Cole, I,
who directed me to the bedside of His
father high up in the mountains. On
my way I saw an Indian woman try-

ing to mount a pony with a bag of

flour under one arm and a papoose
under the other. A number of In-
dians were standing around but of-
fered  no  assistance. I helped her
mount her pony, which act seemed to

make friends for me among the In- -

dians, whom I met a few da

and they invited ne to ihur m;zg&iams

for a pow-wow.

irother Cole had had a iimiw Of" f
paralysis brought on by the s&veﬁ'
thousand feet elevation and no med.

ical aid could be procured. Melissa
had reached her father
before and found him delitious, but

he at fmce became conscious and said
Baby you have come {o take

to her,
me home, [ fnew vou would come””

I administered to him and he ¢
1 then re

ceived immediate relief,
laxed from the long stramm | had been
under and rested. Next moring |
administered to him again, and he ral-

Hed sufficiently to tell s of his ex.

periences. He said he had baptized
three of the children.
asked to Dbaptize the only son
had been absent.
Cole sat on his bedside and we con.
firmed these children.
last official ace of his lfe After this
he  relapsed  into unconseciouspess
again, only to rally occasionally. We

who

the evening

.

And 1 was
After this Brother

This was the

rested a day or two for him to gain

strength and we built a streicher to
carry him down the mountainside. On
Sunday I preached i the church by

the invitation of the Utah Elders, ’»f*y -
subject was, “The Fruits of the Spir-
It seemed to be well received

Zt 3
For my part the kindly receptmu of
these brethren was appreciated.

About a week after our arrival we

started down the mountain side with

the sick man on the stretcher. the

handles of which rested on the shoul

ders of two men at each end. In this

way we carried him for two miles
Frequently he would murmur, I am
going home”  In the town we hired
a car to take us to the railway sta-
tion, a distance of 103 miles ove
mountain and desert. We settled our-
selves 1n the car with Brother Cole
reclining in my arms ‘to break ti’ze
jar.

- The first hall of the ;mamcy was
covered without incident. At Moab
we rested a while, then resumed our
journey to Thompson. After we leit

Moab clouds began to gather and we
‘were soon in a downpour of rain

The driver sensing the danger drove
his car with all its power. We reached
a gorge, which we crossed, and as we

gained its opposite side we heard a
~.great

roar of rushing water pass-
ing behind us and we were soon sur-
rounded with g swirling flood 6 an-
gry waters that was a mile wide in

places.

over

- We found refuge high and cif*y in:

2 deserted log cabin that in former

days was the courthouse where kan-
raroo court was held for trying horse
and cattle thieves: . This cabin was at

the foot of Court House Rock w&tﬁergj ‘
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many a man had met a violent death

for his alleged erimes.

There we placed Brother Cole on
the earthen floor which was covered
with dirt and debris. It was pitch
dark.  We had no light, but we were
glad to have our delirious patient out
of the rain. While in this cabin we
plainly detected the odor of poisonous
serpents. Towards morning it stop-
ped raining and we gathered - some
fuel and made some  coffee which
warmed and stimiulated us. When we
were packed and ready to start an
auto drove up that had followed us
from Moab to warn us not to cross

~ the gorge, but they did not get to us
in time because of the torrent of wa-
ter caused by the cloudburst that
rushed between us.  When we started
o1 our way we took sticks instead of
shovels to clear the way, in which
work we were assisted by others who
had driven up and put their cars be-
hind ours and pushed until we reached
solid ground.

This was in August, and just one
year later  we received a clipping
which told us of a company of sur-
veyors who had staved in this same
log cabin and had killed 13 rattle-
snakes and several copperheads and
had left the cabin and taken to the
open rather than stay in such com-
pany. We mention this to show the
protection of God over us on this per-
ilous journey. At last we reached the
station -and got our tickets but could
not procure a Pullman berth; it béing
against the rules to have a sick man
in a berth during the day. We were
compelled to take him intc the cold
baggage car.  There we nursed him
and administered to him every few
minutes, while we shivered in the cold
as we slowly mounted to the pass,
14,000 feet above sea level.

At Pueblo we . found  bright sun-
shiny weather and we placed our pa-
tient on the stretcher on a baggage
truck and wheeled him into the shade.
While we were eating our lunch the

-~ conductor of the train on which we
were taking passage asked us how far
we were taking the sick man. We told
‘him to his home in Independence, Mo.
He said, “That man shall not ride any
farther on . that stretcher,” for he
would open up a Pullman berth for
him if it cost him his job. Having
better accommodations our patient
rested better through the remainder
of the journey. We were delayved
three hours by a wreek on the road
and during this time Brother Cole
spoke to Melissa: in an unknown
tongue,  He then asked, “Baby, don’t
you understand?” - He would ask me
every few munutes to administer to
him as he wanted to get home to see,
“Mother and the Temple Lot people.”

At last we arrived at Independence

_AIUND AUYUCALE

ambulance, who fook our patient to
his home.

We arrived at 4:00 P. M. and he
died the next day at noon. His mind
wag clear and he recognized his many
friends who called to see him. Te did
not want to get well, for he knew that
his work “was finished, and he only
desired to  come home  before he
passed away.

His last words were, “I surely Jove
my Lissie, for she has proved faithful
unto death.” A few minutes before
he died he said, “Let us sing, ‘Oh
Jesus the giver of all we enjoy,’”
and he joined in singing with his wife
and sister, Mattie Haldeman A few
minutes later he passed quietly away.
Thus we see the fulfillment of the
promise that was made to his daugh-
ter in the prayer meeting before we
left, “that he would return alive to the
bosom of his family.”

As soon as I had rested a little 1
returned to Zion's Ensign office to re-
sume my work, but was told that my
services were no longer required as I
was one day late and they had decid-
ed to employ a young girl in my place
for less money.

Thus we have seen the passing of a
noble character from our midst A
man very little understood; but by his
friends greatly appreciated.  His soul
goes ‘marching on, and we see today
the fruit of his efforts and can truly
testify that he “laid down his life” and
looked forward to the time of the glo-
rious coming of the Christ when he
shall' “take it up again.”

An Appeal
To the members of the Church of
Christ and - all believers in the
Restoration: ~

This is a wonderful time that we
are living in, more weonderful than
most of us think.  The work that was
started one hundred years ago, direct-
ed by the angel, and infrusted to men
at thdt time, but they failed, is now
placed in our hands to fulfill and the
question is up to us now; Can we do
i? :

We have found fault with the mis-
takes made by others.. What will we
do? As members of the Quorum of
the Twelve we are placed in general
charge 4s watchmen on the walls, hav-
ing general care of all the churches.
The charge to the apostles of old was,
go into all the world and teach them
all things, etc. "This means much.

“As members of the General Bish-
opric it means for us to bring forth,
or-establish a plan or system that will
bring about a real Zion. Others have
failed.  What will we do?

As elders, the commission is to go
and preach the Gospel to all nations;

where we were met by a host of
Cfriends and by C. D. Carson with an

teach them to observe all things, feed
the flock, bring life, hope, faith, char-
ity, peace and good will to men and
women, everywhere: salvation and
cternal life to fallen humanity. Can
wedoit? Canwe? Will we go?

As members of the Church of
Christ, (members of His body) the
admenition is “Ye are the light of the
world, a city that cannot be hid.”? The
eves of the world are upon us. Ves,
everybody is.looking to us to lead,
even our brother and sister of the res-
toration are looking to us. “If you are
the church, show us the way.” These
are the remarks we hear,  Have we
been thinking about this?  Where are
we placed? - What must we do:  The
book says “I am my brother’s keeper.”
Yes, his blood will be required of us,
to the extent that we must show o
others, by our life and work that we
practice what we preach.

Love will win out in the end but
love must be in connection with work.
If work and love are united it will
bring results. It means just this
What can I do to help in this work?
The question comes, what will I do?
Am 1 willing to do all I can? or just
what I Iike? God has spoken - Yes,
he has sent his messenger again to us.
Men and women are thinking, they
are asking questions, say let’s take the
message of salvation to them but take
it in love, then thev will accept it.

As members of the local church we
must mieet our expenses at home but
as members of the general church we
must pay our tithing, We must help
to bring the glad tidings of great joy
to the nations of the earth. In this
we can all help. We cannot all be
missionaries to preach, but we can all
teach and live such lives that others
can see in us:a true child of God and
we can all pay our tithing. We can
also pay a little to the fund of build-
ing the temple which fund has now
been started and the money will be
kept in a trust fund.

Thousands are ready to accept the
message “if we can only take it to
them, and that in the right way,  We
have the best thing in the world, Yes,
the very best thing there i3 beneath

the sky, brother, sister, have you the

salesmanship about you to present the
message in such a way that they will
accept it? -Love and wisdom and a
little tact, with patience will help you
to-accomplish this work. - If you will
ask God to give vou His Spirit to use
as a wrapper, the Spirit of God must
be wrapped around the message that
you bring. o

I want to say right here that when-
ever you get that message accepted
yvou have done a wonderful work, It
will not only bring peace and jov to
you here, but it will be a lasting jov
that will reach to the other side. [t




is worth trying for.

Forget the past, mistakes have been
made but we are not living in the past,
we are living in the present, and our
reward will come as we work and in
the end eternal life.

Every missionary must do the best
he can to present the Gospel message.
Every member should pay tithing, .or
all ‘he can. - We all must live lives
that 1s indeed the light of the world.
Our works must be seasoned with the
love of God.  We must not get weary
in well doing, but must run the race
with patience, for the crown of life is
at the end of the race

May we all try our best to do this;
then we will accomplish the work God
has placed in our trust and the
CHURCH OF CHRIST will then be
the haven of rest for the weary trav-
eler and the gates of Hell will not pre-
vail against it. . May God give us His
Spirit to do the work is my prayer..

Orro Ferring,
Box No. 212, Port Huron, Mich.

Change of the Revelations
No. 2

By Dawr MacGrecor

In ‘a publication put forth in 1834
by E. D. Howe entitled “Mormonism
Unveiled,” the author guoting from
what is regarded as the organic Law
of the Church known as Sec. 42 in
the Doctrine and Covenants, or Chap.
44 in the Book of Commandments,
published ‘it exactly as it is printed
i the Book of Commandments, which
is different from the reading in the
Doc. & Cov.

How came this similarity unless the
author had a copy of the Book of
Commandments before him? = See I,
129.

Again he says “A small volume of
these revelations has been published
but has been carefully and studiously
kepta#from the aliens from the House
of Israel and orly used by the strong
in faith.” P. 226, At this time the
Doc, & Cov. was not in print; hence

ZION'S ADVOCATE
to, and taking away as suited his am-
bitions.

The first edition of the Doctrine
and Covenants was not published un-
til 1835 as the following will attest:
“Doctrine - and -~ Covenants of = the
Chureh of Latter Day Saints carefully
selected from the Revelations of God
and - Compiled by Joséph Smith, Jr,
Oliver -Cowdery, Sidney Rigdon and
F. G, Williams, Presiding Elders of
the said Church. - Proprietors, Kirt-
land, Ohio, 18357 D.and C. P, L.

The “Book of Commandments for
the Government of the Church of
Christ, Organized according to Law
on the 6th  of April; 1830, was pub-
lished in “1833,7 in Zion. Book of
Com. P. 1.

It will be seen therefore that the
revelations -~ were  published “in  the
Book of Commandments some two
years prior to the Doctrine and Cove-
nants. Many of these same revela-
tions were -also published in the Eve-
ning and Morning Star in 1832-1833.

1t is significant that the revelations
as published in the Book of Com-
mandments and in the Star were sinii-
lar in wording with little or no varia-
tion.

It will therefore be our duty to de-
termine what claims to purity, aside
from the question or priority, have the
revelations as published in the Book
6f Commandments, over the Doctrine
and " Covenants: - In this examination
we shall first ascertain by whose au-
thority the revelations were published
in the Book of Commandments and
secondly what endorsement, if -any,
was ever accorded them and by whom.
By Whose Authority Were the Reve-

lations in Book of Command-
ments Published?
1. . Joseph Smith wrote the revela-
tions.  “Shortly after we had received
the above revelations, Oliver Cowdery
returned to Mr. Whitmer’s and 1 be-
gan to arrange and copy the revela-
tions which we had received from time
to time, in- which I was assisted by
John Whitmer who now resided with

the “small volume of revelations”
must have been the Book of Cons-
mandments.

That the revelations -were  right
when {irst given, goes without ques-
tioning. 1f not, they never were right,
for no amoint of human doctoring
could possibly inject the divine into a
“human product.

It will be our purpose to locate the
reveldtions as first given with a view
to preserving “the sincere milk of the
word” before it became soured by con-
tact with-human alterations. We shall
therefore trace them from the hand of
God to the lair of the mutilator where
some - misguided impersonator  pre-
stmed to tear them asunder, adding

me.” Millenial Star Supplement Vol.
14, P. 36. “Words of Joseph.

2. Joseph Smith and others ar-
ranged the revelations ordered by
Conference: “It had been decided by
the = Conference that Elder Oliver
Cowdery should carry the Command-
ments and revelations to Independ-
ence, Mg, for printing, and that 1
should arrange and get them in read-
iness by the time that he left, which
was to be by the 15th of the month,
and possibly before” Mill. Star 14:
Supp. P. 86; T. S. 5:497.

3. Joseph Swmith dedicated the
Revelations as found in the Book of
Commandments. “The Book of Com-
mandments and revelations was to be

Page 101
dedicated by prayer to the service of
Almighty God by me, and after I had
done this I inquired of the Lord con-
cerning these things and received the
following” Times and Seasons 5:512.
Here follows a revelation directing
that Oliver Cowdery should be accom-
panied to Independence by John
Whitmer, “for it 15 not meet that he
should be entrusted with the Com-
mandments.”

Now if there was any error in re-
ceiving or transcribing the revelations,
here was an opportune time for the
Lord to say so. To the contrary they
invoked His ‘approval since special
protection was ordered for them in
transit to Independence. ~

4. The Book of Commandments
was approved by Joseph Swmith. Fol-
lowing the above revelation Joseph
Smith delivers himself of an unqual-
ified approval of the revelations that
were published in the Book of Com-
mandments in the following lan-
guage: “The Book of Revelations
now to be printed being the founda-
tion of the Church in these last days
and a benefit to the world, showing
that the keys of the mysteries of the
Kingdom of our Saviour are again en-
trusted to man ., . . therefore the Con-
ference prized the revelations to be
worth to the Church the riches of the
whole earth.”  Times and Seasons
5:512. .

One could hardly entertain the sus-
picion that the Prophet while exulting
in the excellency of the revelations,
was at the same time conscious of any
errors and misleading statements con-
tained in them:

5. The Revelations protected. At
this time, Nov. 1831, another revela-
tion was received appointing certain
men to be stewards over the revela-
tions. - This committee consisted of
Joseph Smith, Jr., Martin Harris, Ol
wver Cowdery, John Whitmer, Sidney
Rigdon and W. W. Phelps. The re-
sponsibility  imposed upon them was
suggested in the injunction “an ac-
count of this stewardship will 1 re-
quire of them in the day of jude-
ment.” D€, 70, ,,

In the light of this divine instruc-
tion they would scarcely attempt an
immediate mutilation of the revela-
tions, Nor would they allow others
to do so.

Thus we see the unusual care ac-
corded the revelations from the fime
that they were written and arranged
for publication, by the Prophet of the
Church. '

6. The Church commitied to the
Book of Commandments. ‘It was de-
cided by the Conference that Joseph
Stith should arrange and get in readi-
ness the revelations and that Oliver

Cowdery should carry them to Iﬁdem




many a man had met a violent death
for his alleged crimes,

There we placed Brother Cole on
the earthen floor which was covered
with dirt and debris. It was pitch
dark. We had no light; but we were
glad to have our delirious patient out
of the rain. - While in this cabin we
plainly detected the odor of poisonous
serpents. Towards morning it stop-
ped ramning and  we gathered some
fuel and made some coffee which
warmed and stimulated us.  When we
were packed and ready to start an
auto drove up that had followed us
from Moab to warn us not to cross
 the gorge, but they did not get to us
in time because of the torrent of wa-
ter caused by the cloudburst that
rushed between us. When we started

on our way we took sticks instead of

shovels to clear the way, in which
work we were assisted by others who
had driven up and put their cars be-
hind ours and pushed until we reached
solid ground.

This was in August, and just one
year later we received a clipping
which told us of 4 company of sur-
veyors who had staved in this same
log cabin and had killed 13 rattle-
snakes and several copperheads and
had left the cabin and taken to the
opent rather than stay in such com:
pany.  We mention this to show the
protection of God over us on this per-
ilous journey. At last we reached the
station ‘and got our tickets but could
not procure a Pullman berth; it being
against the rules to have a sick man
in a berth during the day. We were
compelled to take him into the cold
baggage car. There we nursed him
and administered to him every few
minutes, while we shivered in the cold
as we slowly mounted ‘to the pass,
14,000 feet above sea level,

At Pueblo we  found bright sun-
shiny weather and we placed our pa-
tient on the stretcher on a baggape
truck and wheeled him into the shade,
While we were eating our lunch the
conductor of the train on which we
were taking passage asked us how far
we were taking the sick man. We told

him to his home in Independence, Mo.
~ He said, “That man shall not ride any
farther  on  that stretcher,” for he
would open up a Pullman berth for
him if it cost him his job. Having
better accommodations our patient
rested better through the remainder
of the journey. We were delayed
three hours by a wreck on the road
and during this™ time  Brother Cole
spoke to Melissa  in an unknown
tongue. He then asked, “Baby, don’t
vou understand ¥’ He would ask me

every few minutes to administer to-

him as he wanted to get home to see,

“Mother and the Temple Lot people.”

At last we arrived at Independence
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where we were met by a host of
friends and by C. D. Carson with an

ambulance, who took aur patient to
his home.

We arrived at 4:00 P. M. and he
died the next day at noon. His mind
was clear and he recognized his many
friends who called to see hint.  He did
not want to get well, for he knew that
his work was finished, and he only
desired to come home before he
passed away.

His last words were, “T surely love
my Lissie, for she has proved faithiul
unte death.” A few minutes before
he died he said, “Let us sing, ‘Oh
Jesus the giver of all we enjoy,’”
and he joined in singing with his wife
and sister, Mattie Haldeman. A few
minutes later he passed quietly away.
Thus we see the fulfillment of the
promise that was made to his daugh-

ter in the prayer meeting before we

left, “that he would return alive to the
bosom of his family.”

As soon as I had rested a little T
returned to Zion's Ensign office to re-
sume my work, but was told that my
services were no longer required as T
was one day late and they had decid-
ed to employ a young girl in my place
for less money.

Thus we have seen the passing of a
noble character from our midst. A
man very little understood ; but by his
friends greatly appreciated. His soul
goes marching on, and we see today
the fruit of his efforts and can truly
testify that he “Jaid down his life” and
looked forward to the time of the glo-
rious coming of the Christ when he
shall “take it up again”

An Appeal
To the members of the Church of
Christ and all believers in the
Restoration :

This is a wonderful time that we
are living in, more wonderful than
most of us think.  The work that was
started one hundred years ago, direct-
ed by the angel, and mtrusted to men
at that time, but they failed, ‘is now
placed in our hands to fulfill and the
question is up to us now; Can we do
it? :

We have found fault with the mis-
takes made by others. What will we
do? As members of the Quorum of
the Twelve we are placed in general
charge as watchmien on the walls, hav-
ing general care of all the churches.
The charge to the apostles of old was,
go into all the world and teach them
all things, etc. 'This means much.

As members of the General Bish-
opric it means for us to bring forth,
or establish a plan or system that will
bring about a real Zion. Others have
failed. What will we 'do?

As elders, the commission is to go
and preach the Gospel to all nations;

the flock. bring life, hope, faith, char
ity, peace and good will to men and
women,  everywhere: salvation and
eternal life to fallen humanity. Can
we do it? Can we? Will we go?

As members of the Church of
Christ, (members of His body) the
admonition is “Ye are the light of the
world, a city that cannot be hid.” The
eyes of the world are upon us. Yes
everybody ‘is Jooking to us to lead
even our brother and sister of the res-
toration are looking to us. “1f you are
the church, show us the way.” These
are the remarks we hear. Have we.
been thinking about this? Where are
we placed? What must we do? The
book says “I am my brother’s keeper.”
Yes, his blood will be required of us,
to the extent that we must show to
others, by our life and work that we
practice what we preach.

Love will win out in the end but
love must be in connection with work.
1t work and love are united it will
bring results. It means just this,
What can I do to help in this work?
The question comes, what will T do?
Am 1 willing to do all T can? or just
what I like?  God has spoken. Yes,
he has sent his messenger again to us.
Men and women are thinking, they
are asking questions, say let’s take the
meéssage of salvation to them but take
it in love, then they will accept it.

As members of the local church we
must meet our expenses at home but
as members of the general church we
must pay our tithing. We must help
to bring the glad tidings of great joy
to the nations of the earth. In this
we can all ‘help.  We cannot all be
missionaries to preach, but we can all
teach and live such lives that others
can see in us a true child of God and
we can all pay our tithing.  We can
also pay a little to the fund of build-
ing the temple which fund has now
been started and the money will be
kept in a-trust fund

Thousands are ready to accept the
message if we can only take it to
them, and that in the right way. We
have the best thing in the world. Yes,
the very best thing there is beneath
the sky, brother, sister, have vou the
salesmanship about you to present the
message in such a way that they will
accept it? - Lioveé and wisdom and a
little tact, with patience will help vou
to accomplish this work. If vou will
ask God to give you His Spint to use
as @ wrapper, the Spirit of God must
be wrapped around the message that
vou bring. '

I want to'say right here that when-
ever you -get that message accepted
vou have done a wonderful work. Tt
will not only bring peace and joy to
you here, but it will be a lasting joy
that will reach to the other side. It

teach them to observe all th‘ings,' feed




is worth trying for.

Forget the past, mistakes have been
made but we are not living in the past,
we are living in the present, and our
reward will come as we work and in
the end eternal life.

Bvery missionary must do the best
he can to present the Gospel message.
Every member should pay tithing, or
all he can. We all must live lives
that is indeed the light of the world.
COur works must be seasoned with the
love of God. We must not get weary
in well doing, but must tun the rdee
with patience, for the crown of life is
at the end of the race.

May we all try our best to do this,
then we will accomplish the work God
has placed in our trust and the
CHURCH OF CHRIST will then be
the haven of rest for the weary trav-
eler and the gates of Hell will not pre-
vail against it. . May God give us His
Spirit to do the work is my prayer..

: , Orro FETTING,
Box No. 212, Port Huron, Mich.

Change of the Revelations
No. 2

By Dawisr MAacGRrEGOR

In a publication put forth in 1834
by E. D. Howe entitled “Mormonism
Unveiled,” the author quoting from
what is regarded as the organic Law
of the Chureh known as Sec. 42 in
the Doctrine and Covenants, or Chap.
44 ir the  Book of Commandments,
published it exactly as it is printed
in the Book of Commandments, which
is different from the reading in the
Doc. & Cov.

How came this similarity unless the
author had a copy of the Book of
Commandments before him? See P,
129.

Again he savs A small volume of
these révelations has been published
but has been carefully and studiously
kept#irom the aliens from the House
of Israel and only used by the strong
in faith.”” P, 226, At this time the
Doc. & Cov. was not in print, hence
the “‘small  volume of revelations”
must have been- the Book of Com-
mandments. ,

That the revelations were right
when first given, goes without ques-
tioning. 1f not, they never were right,
for no amount of human doctoring
could possibly inject the divine into a
human product. ;

It will be our purpose to locate the
revelations as. first given with a view
to preserving “the sincere milk of the
word” before it became soured by con-
tact with human alterations,  We shall
therefore trace them from the hand of
God to 'the lair of the mutilator where
some  misguided: impersonator pre-
sumed to teéar them asunder, adding
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to, and taking away as suited his am-
bitions:

The first edition of the Doctrine
and Covenants was not published un-
til 1835 as the following will attest:
“Doctrine  and. Covenants of =~ the
Church of Latter Day Saints carefully
selected from the Revelations of God
and Compiled by Joseph Smith, Jr,
Oliver Cowdery, Sidney Rigdon and
P, G Williams, Presiding Elders of
the said Church. - Proprietors, Kirt-
land; Ohio; 18357 D.and C. P. L.

The “Book of Commandments for
the - Government of the Church of
Christ, Organized according to Law
on the 6th ~of April, 1830, was pub-
lished in 1833, in Zion. Book of
Com. P 1.

It will be seen therefore that the
revelations ~were published in the
Book of Commandments  some  {wo
vears prior to the Doctrine and Cove-
nants.- Many of these same revela-
tionis were also published in the Eve-
ning and Morning Star in 1832-1833.

1t is significant that the revelations
as published in the Book of Com-
mandments and in the Star were simi-
lar in wording with little or no varia-
tion.

It will therefore be our duty to de-
termine what claims to purity, aside
from the question or priority, have the
revelations as published in the Book
of Commandments, over the Doctrine
and Covenants,
we shall first ascertain by whose au-
thority the revelations were published
in the Book of Commandments and
secondly what endorsement, if any,
was ever accorded them and by whom.
By Whose Authority Were the Reve-

lations in Book of Command-
ments Published?

1. Joseph Swith wrote the revela-
tions. “Shortly after we had received
the above revelations, Oliver Cowdery
returned to Mr. Whitmer’s and 1 be-
gan to arrange and copy the revela-
tions which we had received from time
to time, in which I was assisted by
John Whitmer who.now resided with
me.” Millenial Star Supplement Vol
14, P. 36. Words of Joseph.

2. Joseph Smith and others ar-
ranged the revelations ordered by
Conference. “1t had been decided by
the ~Conference that Elder Oliver
Cowdery should carry the Command-
ments and revelations to Independ-
ence, Mo., for printing, and that 1
should arrange and get them in read-
iness by the time that he left, which
was to be by the 15th of the month,
and possibly before.” Mill. Star 14:
Supp. P. 86; T. S. 5:497.

3. Joseph Swith dedicated the
Revelations as found in the Book of
Commandments. “The Book of Com-
mandments and revelations was to be

In this examination

| Page 101
dedicated by praver to the service of

Almighty God by me, and after I had

done this I inquired of the Lard con-
cerning these things and received the
following.” Times and Seasons 5:512.
Here follows a revelation directing
that Oliver Cowdery should be accom-
panied 1o . -Independence by John

Whitmer, “for it 1s not meet that he

should be entrusted with the Com-
mandments.”

Now if there was any error in re-
ceiving or transcribing the revelations,
here was an opportune time for the
Lord to say so. To the contrary they
invoked His approval since special
protection was ordered for them in
transit to Independence. ‘

4. The Book of Commandments
was approved by Joseph Smith. Fol-
lowing the above revelation Jeseph
Smith delivers himself of an unqual-
ified approval of the revelations that
were published in the Book of Com-
mandments - in . the following lan-
guage: “The Book of Revelations
now to be printed being the founda-
tion of the Church in these last days
and a benefit to the world, showing
that the keys of the mysteries of the
Kingdom of our Saviour are again en-
trusted to man . . . therefore the Con-
ference prized the revelations to be
worth to the Church the riches of the
gvhoie earth.” = Times and Seasons

512 ‘

Omne could hardly entertain the sus-
picion that the Prophet while exulting
in the excellency of the revelations,
was at the same time conscious of any
errors and misleading statements con-
tained in them.

5. The Revelations protected. At
this time, Nov. 1831, another revela-
tion was received appointing certain
men to be stewards over the revela-
tions. This committee consisted of
Joseph Smith, Tr., Martin Harris, Ol
iver Cowdery, John Whitmer, Sidney
Rigdon and W, W. Phelps. The re-
sponsibility imposed upon them was
suggested in the injunction “an ac
count of this stewardship will T re-
quire of them in the day of judg-
ment.” D C. 70,

Tn the light of this divine instruc-
tion they would scarcely attempt an
immediate mutilation of the revela-
tions.  Nor would they allow others
to do so, ,

Thus we see the unusual care ac-
corded the revelations from the time
that they were written and arranged
for publication, by the Prophet of the
Church.

6. The Church commutied to the
Book of Commandments. ‘It was de-
cided by the Conference that Joseph
Smith should arrange and get in readi-
niess. the revelations and that Oliver

Cowdery should carry them to Inde-



W. Phéips

pendence, Mo, where W.
had gone with the printing office and

 have them published”  Church Hist
Vol 1:225 (Reorganued )

“Our Council was continued on the
1st of May when it was ordered that
3,000 copies of the Beok of Com-
mandments be printed the first edi-
tion.” ibid 249, Words of Joseph 5.

7. The revelations were printed
exactly as arranged.  These revela-
tions wwere arranged for publication
by Brothers Joseph Snisth, Sidnev
Rigdon, Orson Hyde and others in
Hyrum, Ohbio, while [ was there, were
sent to Independence to be published
and were printed just exactly as they

were arranged by Bro. Joseph and the
others. And swhen the Book of Com-
mandments was printed, Joseph and
the Church received it as being printed
correctly.  This 1 know David
Whitmer, Address P. 56,

8. The Book of Commandwents
twns ordered by the Lord. . The last
revelation to be received constituting
the Book of Commandments, was the
Preface. It was received Nowv. 1,
1831 See Mill Star 14 Supp. P. 83,
Therein is found the approval of God
resting upon the Book of Command-
ments,  “Behold this is nune author-
ity and the authority of my servants,
and myv Preface unto the Book of My
Commandments, which [ have given
thermn to publish unto you, O inhabi-
tants of the earth—Wherefore fear
and tremble O ve people for what 1
the Lord have decreed, in them, shall
be fulfilled. . . Behold: 1 am God and
have spoken 1{ these commandiments
are of me. . . Search these command-
mients for they are true and faithful”
Preface, Par. 2. .
~ In September, 1832, the Lotd spake
again exhorting the Saints to remem-
ber = the “former  commandments
which T have given them not only to
say but to do according to that which
1 have written”  Undoubtedly this
swas an illusion to the Commandments
as were even then being published 1in
the Fvening and Morning Star and
which, a few months later, found their
place in the Bock of Commandments,
See D € 838
9 The Repelations reviewed be-
fore publishing. Upon being brought
to Independence by Elders Oljver
Cowdery and John Whitmer, the rev-
clations were subjected to further
scrutiny before pubhshmg Of this

- the Prophet wrote: “That William W.
Phelps, Oliver. Cowdery and John
Whitmer be appointed to review and

prepare such revelations as shall be
deemed proper for publication for the
press and print them as soon as bos-
sible at Independence, Mo, published
by W. W. Phelps and Co.”" Times and
Seasons 5:625.

1t is utterly unthinkable that any
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niaterial error could have gotien mto
the révelations, now that the copy has
been ‘twice gone over, once, by the
Prophet himsell,

The revelations were  forthwith
published in the Evening and Morn-
ing Star beginning with the first num-
ber Juné 1832.

The work of the editor,” W. W,
Phelps, who had the publishing of the
revelations immediately in hand, ap-
pears to have been satisfactory. One
year later, June 25, 1833, Joseph
wrote him “We feel gratified with the
way which W, W. Phelps is conduct-
ing the Star at present” Times &
Seasons 6:801.

10, Printer  Had  the  Oviginal
Manuscript. - The integrity of the ed-
itor was revealed when after twelve
months he had occasion to republish
the Articles rand Covenants of the
Church, known as section 17 of the
D& € He had noted that some
minor typographical errors had crept
into the first publication. In repub-
lishing the said Articles, he assured
the readers that ‘he would use for
copy - the  original manuscript.  He

thereupon  republished  the Articles

and Covenarits, with this statement:

“We have again inserted the Arti-
cles and Covenants according to our
promise in a previous number for the
benefit of our brethren abroad who
have not the first number of the first
volume. -~ As there were some errors
which had got into them by transcrib-
ing we have since obtained the original
capy and made the necessary correc-
tions.”. Evening & Morning  Star,
June, 1833,

11. The Book of Commandments;
Evening and Morming Star and Ori-
ginal Maonuseript in dgreement.

It is sigmificant to note that the re-
published “Articles and Covenants’
were practically the same as published
the first time, and as later published
in the Book of Commandments.

There ~was mndeed  no - material
chiange in the three ‘publishings of
these Articles and Covenants, twice
inthe: Star and once i the Book of
Commandments, - There  was no
change until the Doctrine and Cove-
nants was gotien up some two years
later when two whole paragraphs were
injected into those Articles and Cove-
nants viz, 16 and 17 jand these para-
graphs entirely altered the orgamc
structure of the Church.  See the Doc.

~and Cov. Sec. 17 Compare with Book

of Commandments Chap. 24, These
paragraphs provided a place for a
High Council, High' Priests and 4
First Presidency besides other import-
ant changes. :

(}iwer Cowdery, who was one of
the committee preparing the manus-

cript for publication, has this to say

of their conscientious work in prepar-

mg the manusmpt fer the E{mk of
Commandments:

“Thus saying we cast g refiecmon .
upon those who were entrusted with

the responsibility of publishing them
in Missouri as our own labors were
included in that zmportant service to
the Church, and it was our unceasing
endeavor to have them correspond
with the copy furnished us’  Kirt-
land veprint' Evening and Morning
Star, Vol 1:16.

David Whitmer, an eve witness to
many of those early events, tells us
that the revelations were “Oniginally
arranged for publication by Bro. Jos-
eph Smith, O. Hyde and others in Hy-
rum, O. while T was there, were sent
to Independence to be published and
were printd just exactly as they were
arranged by Bro. Joseph and the oth-
ers.
mandments was printed Joseph and
the Church received it as being print-
ed correctly.  This I know.” Address
P. 56, :

12. Only Four Typographical Er-
rors.. This statement of Whitmer's
was probably correct if we allow for
the four typographical errors, all of
minor importance, pointed out by the
Prophet. Writing on june 25, 1833,
Joseph said:

“The . following errors we have
found in the Commandments as print-
ed: 40th Chap. 10th verse, third line,
mstead of eorruptible put corrupted.
Fourteenth verse of same Chap, 5th
line, instead of respector to persons,
put respector of persons.  Twenty-
first verse, second line of the same
Chap., insetad of respector to, put re-
spector of.  Forty-fourth Chap. 12th
verse, last line, instead of hands put
heads.” Times & Seasons, Feb 15,
1845 Vol 6:800. ,

It will be observed that Joseph was
reviewing the Revelations as pub-
lished in the Book of Commendments
since he refers to them as Chapters.
They were not identified in that way
in the Evening and Morning Star.
‘Thus we are assured that the Book of
Commandments was in print as early
at June, 1833, somie time before the
mob tore down the printing press.
And we are equally assured that at
this time the Book of Commandments
was practically free of any vital er-
Tor; accepting, of course, the discern-
mient of the Prophet, Seer and Reve-
lator to the Church. In regard to the

CArticles and Covenants we are above

informed that it contained but one er-
ror, “hands” instead of “heads” If
the said Articles and Covenants were
deficient to the extent of leaving out
two whole paragraphs, providing for
a First Presidency, High Council dnd
High Priests, the Prophet would not
have failed to draw attention fo 12
(To Be Continued}

And when the Book of Com-




“A Vision of the Temple”
As the vision was given me, [ was
carried away, and we stood on the
ternple lot.  As 1 stood there, I saw
the temple, nothing grand, just an or-
dinary building. I saw a cloud
come from the east, a larpe, beautiful
cloud, In the cloud was the Savior:
it rested right on the temple It
seemed like the whole west side of the

temple opened-up like a big door. T

saw inside the temple. It was beauti-
ful. Tongue couldn’t tell the grandeur
and beauty of the inside. And there
appeared to be about three steps: They
were wide, and the walk was beauti-
ful; just as white as snow. T saw
Brother Dan Machregor sitting along-
side a big desk with a big beok. He
was dressed in pure white, He looked
beautiful. He wasn’t inside of the
temiple, he was just outside.  And 1
saw Bro. Petting.  He was elevated
on a little platform. He was also out-
side and he stood at Bro. Dan’s left.
As he stood there he held his hand up
with a scepter in his hand, right over
this beautiful walk, and a voice from
the temple said, “This is my gospel,
now go and  preach and Brother
Willard . Smiith said, “1 am ready”
i looked at him and thought, “Are you
rendy ¥ And the same voice spoke tu
mie and said, “Cannot I forgive?” and
then he started. He was also beauti-
fully dressed. He did not seem to be
quite ready. It appeared that his
home duties were keeping him. There
seemed to be a lot of people there, but
those were the only ones [ knew.  As
Willard - Smith  started  the vision
closed. I received this just before the
last General Conference. It was an
open viston received during the day.
Magry Awprrson,
St Clair, Mich,

me Elder Samuel Wood

We were lunging forward through
the darkness of the Continental Di-
vide and Joe was at the wheel, when
all at once something went wrong with
the driving gears. Then. as was cus-
tomary in time of trouble, 1 took the

wheel. - But we soon discovered that
we were stranded with gear trouble
of a serious nature. 'We tried to make
repairs, but it was a machine shop
job, and we were on the desert several
miles from a machine shop; and our
only hope was to get some one to pull
us into Holbrook, fifteen miles dis-
tant: - After long waiting and several
unisuccessiul attempts a good Samari-
tan stopped and gave us a lift, pulling
us into Holbrook and depesiting us
- on a vacant lot 1 the business section.

- It was now two o'clock in the morn-

ing, and as a result of the frigid air

of the Divide we were suffering {rom

the cold. Brother Camp went to a

"garaga and 'Wai*med ugi, bﬁt I didn’t

get warm, so when we finally wrapped
up in the blankets in the car for a lit-
tle sleep I could not sleep for the cold.
Qur purpose was to get some needed
test and at daylight go after the car
and make repairs and get on the road
as soon as possible.  However, 1 was
aware that we might be laid up for a
few. days to get parts, but to get home
m California as soon as possible was
Olr pUrpose.

As I huddled in the rear seat of the
car 1 was very diseouraged.  And 1
believe that I never was so chilled in
my life. I eould not sleep because of
the cold, although 1 was tired out
Finally, all at once, 1 found myself
standing out in the street of that same
town, and it was warm and the sun
was shining and travelers passing by
Some were looking for the Church,
and one man in particular approached
mz as though to ask seme question
and [ tried to avoid him because of my
own car frouble, of which I was still
conscious. « But he came directly to
me and made some inquiry about the
Church of Christ. - When T replied
that | was a representative of the
Church of Christ, Temple Lot, Inde-
pendence,  Missouri, and that I had
just come from the Conference, he
took me by the hand putting the other
atm over my shoulders expressed his
joy 4t having found me, and, calling
to his wife, who was across the street,
that hie had found a representative of
the Chureh of Christ, started to lead
me in her divection, and she, holding
out a hand to greet me started towards
us.  When we met we all three held
hands and wept for joy. Then [ said
to them: “This repays for all of our
car trouble and this 1s why we were
stopped here.  The Church of Christ
has friends here”’ Then I came to
myself. It was now daylight—Easter
Sunday morning, and I was lying in
the back seat of the car shivering with
the cold.  While the sun was coming
up L sat up and though over the vis-
1on, niot for one moment doubting its
significance.  Finally 1 woke Joe, who
was sleeping soundly in the front
seat, and to bis surprise told him that
I did not intend to touch the car that
day. - After 1 had related in part my
experience Brother Camp agreed that
I should go about the Lord's work,
but asked the privilege of remaining
with the car and getting a mechanic
and maling repairs, if possible, which
L granted.

I then went to a hotel and cleaned
upand  changed my clothes. And
when I had made enquiry about the
churches 1 was informed that the
Mormons had the largest congregation
in town. This was a surprise to me
for I did not know that there was a

Mormon in that section, but I did

know that 1 Tiad & messaze 1o delive:
and I trusted God to guide me to the
_proper place and to the right people.

There was an early union Easter serv-

ice three-fourths of a mile in the coun-
try and I went there feeling that T
that

would get mv directions from
place. ,

Here I met the Baptist niinister

who hastened to establish an alibi, re-

ferring me to the Mormon Bishop and

to their church as the place most likely

to accommodate me by permitting me
to use their church. After returning
to town I went directly to the Bish-
op's home (Bishop O. C. Williams,

grandson of F. G. Williams, of the
First Presidency, in the days of Jos-
eph the Prophet); and met him with

his wife just leaving the house for
Sunday School. After introducing
myself and relating my mission he in-
vited -me to accompany them to the
church, and after the service stated

that T could have the use of the

church for service on Monday eve-

ning, and invited me back to the two

o'clock preaching service which he

stated had already been arranged for.
At the afternoon service I was in-
vited to the rostrum and sat with the

Elders during the preliminary service
which - consists of administering the
sacrament.  The  sacrament  was
passed at the morning service also,

and I had partaken at that time, re-

peating the blessing as I did so. But

now they very carefully withheld the ‘;
However, I was
satisfied with one sacrament of the

sacrament from me.

Lord’s Supper on one day, and I did
not feel that 1 had been deprived of
any real spiritual blessing. The ad-
ministering of the sacrament was very
formal.  As far as I could determine
it was wholly void of any spirituality.
The Elder, in blessing the emblems
knelt alone on a cushioned bench in
front of the sacramental table and re-
cited the blessing from a card printed
in large type. The congregation did:
not kneel. I was greatly impressed
with the contrast between that church
and the Church of Christ in adminis-
tering the sacrament.  One 13 not im-
pressed with the sincerity and humil-
ity—a recognition of the sacredness
of the ordinance—in the Mormon
Church that everywhere accompanies
this ordinance 1 the Church of
Christ and also in the Reorganization.
And herein is revealed the fact of the
lost spirituality of the Mormon
Church. , -
This lack of spirituality is inevit-
able as a result of the apostasy, and it
will be more marked in the Reorgani-
zation .as time passes. And herein,
again, is revealed the secret of the
power of our message when presented

to them. They will respond to the

power of the Spirit of God. When
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gross materialism, the thing that now
holds them, and cold logic, fails, scat-
tered Israel among all @ factions of
Mormonism will answer to the call of
the Spirit. - This was one of the truths
emphasized on this oteasion.

- Immediately at this service  the
Bishop decided that I should be the
speaker.  This took ‘me by surprise
Not one thought contemplated, and
no boolks except in my pocket the
Book of Commandments: But [ need-
ed no books. For the message and
witness filled my soul I took the
Book ‘of Commandments from my
pocket and read: “And T will estab-
Hish myv church like unto the church
that was taught by my disciplesiin the
davs of gld>

L commienced at the beginning and
traced the history of the Church of
Christ. its ideals, purpose, and posi-
tion. . 1 related the sacrifice of the
members in obtaining the Temple Lot
and in holding it against the efforts
of the various factions in trying to
gain possession of it. 1 asserted that
the time for the building of the Tem-
ple was at hand, ~That the cloud and
pillar would rest upon it according to
the promise; and that therein the Lord
would endow his servants to carry the
message forth for the last time, and
that  Zion would afford 4 place of
safety when the judgments pass over;
and  that the end of this civilization
was near - Liold of the Temple fund,
that it could be used for no other pur-
pose i the world, and the elders nod-
ded their heads in approval.  Tadmit-
ted the material success of the Mor-
mon people but called attention to the
spiritual dearth.
My audience was not large but very

attentive. I saw tears fill the eyes of
kandred souls, 1 saw the faces of those
whom ' 1 had met in the street. -And
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after one hour and a quarter—preach-
ing—1 listened to a beautiful response
to the whole message when they sang
No. 1, Saints Hymnal
Guide us, O thou great Jehovah,
saints; unto- the promised land,
etc.

At the close of the service T accom-
panied Bishop Williams on an errand.
Then we went to the hotel to talk on
church matters, when immediately Joe
came rushing over saving that the car
was ready. Then 1 could see why the
afternoon. service had been turned
over to me. The Lord knew that the
car would be réady at four o'clock

This was one of the most wonder-
ful experiences of my life, It is an-
other witness of the Divine approval
of the Church of Christ, and tells us
in no uncertdin language that Israel
is scattered among the Western moun-
tains. Samuer Woon

Omaha
To “Zion’s ‘Advocate”
Dear Brothers:

Truly the order of things divine is
being restored, and the Spirit of God
is falling as dew upon our  thirsty
souls. God grant that His Spirit may
soon fall in showers that the gospel
seed may grow even unfo a mighty
tree whose branches shall reach unto
heaven’s door. But even as the Spir-
it falls in ever increasing volume upon
the people of His choice, so it is cor-
tespondingly  withdrawn  from  that
people that have rejected s council,
and God only knows where the down
grade will end. In the early morning

‘hours of May 18, 1 was permitted to

take a look into the future of the re-
jected people, and send the account
herewith to use or not as you may
deem best.

It seemed to me that a man present-

ed himself before an invisible power,
His face and body were fleshy and he
had the appearance of physical health.
He was cut and bleeding, and the
whole place about the invisible power
gave evidence of blood-shed. - A loaf
was brought owt of which the man
was to have a certain allotted por-
tion, and then suddenly looking about
to see if he were observed, he hastily
took for himself the loaf and put
away the portion cut off. Then fear-
ful lest he be observed, he broke off
a-small portion of crust and hid the
loaf; and seating himself upon the
ground he munched at the crust with-
out relish"and was soon nodding in
sleep,

Now the invisible power moved over
mto a second pasture or field adjoin-
ing the first and siezing a couple of
books she exclaimed “Two Doctring
and Covenants in place of the works
of the church is too much.” So speak-
ing she threw the books with great

force out into an alley, narrowly miss-
ing the head of a strange personage
that had come from the first pasture
where the invisible pewer was, out
the back gate through the alley and
was just entering the gate into the
second field. This personage was a
woman very strangely attived: . Her
gown consisted of a lace-edged robe
such as the Catholic altar boys wear,
Her legs were very thin and clothed
in black stockings which hung in sloy-
enly wrinkles. Upon her head was a
hat of monstrous proportions, Dbe-
decked with huge, gorgeous decora-
tions. She was staggering drunkenly
along, howling and lamenting. The
sleeping man arose and approached
this strange person. At this juncture
a man appeared at my side and point-
ing at the man said, “He is engaged to
the woman, he has given his alleg
ience to her, but she is drunken.’ And
I thought “Now he will appeal to her
tor re-dress and she will surely help
him out of his sorry plight.” But to
miy surprise she paid no attention to
him whatever, but still lamenting and
hewling, staggered on her way.

Here 1 awoke and had a peculiar
feeling of not having been asleep, and
marveled greatly at what [ had seen
and heard. Can it be that the souls
of pur cousins of ‘the re-organization
are.being starved and afflicted under
some invisible power, and that while
they sleep this power shall discard
even the Doctrine and Covenants, and
moving over into another field shall
assumme a papal resemblance, and top-
heavy with decorations, and weak
legged, stagger drunkenly on, com-
pletely disregarding the condition of
those who have pledged their alleg-
iance to them?

My prayer is that the few who have
given their allegiance to the Church
of Christ, may ever be guided and
directed in the path or righteousness
that we may indeed be instrumental in
once more causing the natural fru
to return to the olive tree.

Sincerely yours,
Enna Jasmes

Clarence Wheaton Lamoni 1 am
on the stomping ground of the S.D.C.
camp. Preached in the group meeting
house yesterday to a full house, pros-
pects of building up a branch here are
good. A lot for a church that will have
an ‘Open Bible and Free Pulpit, has
been donated to us-and will be deeded
Oover as soon as we signify we are
ready to start a building. It is well
located on the Main highway to K. C,
We have a number of very enthusias-
tic boosters in ‘this part.  The Yates-
Long transter has created dissention .
in the ranks of the Prostestors: I see
greater fields of opportunity opening
before us every day. ~




Baptism for the Dead

The tollowing excerpt from an ar-
ticle on the above subject from the
pen of Granville Hedrick, one of the
early Elders of the Church of Christ,
will be of interest.  This writer was
the earliest .that we know of to raise
his protest against the doctrine, and
his ~writings on that subject ‘have
never been excelled.  He was baptised
into the original Church about 1840,
—Ed.

‘T it (Sec. 107) has appeared one
of those strange dopmas, among the
most absurd notions that ever have
bewildered the minds of men, which
is.the doctrine of baptism forthe dead,
by proxy. ‘This doctrine is precisely
in prineiple on & pzraiiei with the pur-
gatorial doctrine of -praying souls

out of hell. Who is prepared to show
any material ‘difference between bap-
tizing souls out of hell and praying
them out? = False positions always
have defective arguments presented
for their support,

The followitig has béen used; that it

was by the power of the prmstbeod in
the: proxy baptism that such wonder-
ful achievements are atfained over the
dead in delivering their souls out of
hell This singular article being des-
titute of any light on the subject adds
only anotheér link to the mystic chain
of darkness, in laving the foundation,
as an o antecedent for marryving by
proxy, pretending to have the sealing
and binding power of the priesthood
in it, by which it is 4lso made vahd
among the regions of the dead

Thotigh strange and inconsistent as
this may appear to common sense, yet
such is the fact; for many who have
been made to believe in the doctrine
of ‘baptism for the dead by proxy,
have alse been married by proxy m the
dead; Dbelieving that the priesthood
seated the validity of the act and made
it binding in etermity; and hence the
spectator who chooses to stand by and
look onin wonderful gaze, is made 1o
see - his fellow mortals the dupes of
their ‘own fanaticism, some pmving

ZION'S ADVOCATE
gressors.  What a shame and pity it
is that men who have once had hetter
light have so soon corrupted the truth.

Allsuch absurdities are nowhere in-
corporated in the Morman faith, and

Aorm no part of the doctrinie of the

Church of Christ which was organized
on the 6th day ‘of April 1830; - But
as proxy baptism for the dead is be-
lieved by many who are honest in their
convictions, and have been led to such
conclusions by the teachings of those
who were inhigh standing of author:

ity 'in the Church, and the appeal-to

certain portions of scriptures to prove
their position:to be correct; which suc-
cess has been in the perversion of
those passages. ;

The  prostrate condition of  the
Church is in consequence of false doc-
trines that have been imposed upon the
Church. The promise of God was to
the Church in the beginning that 1f
they would build upon the truth the
gates of hell should not prevail against
them. Therefore the prostrate condi-
tion of the Church proves one of two
great facts, that either they did not all
stand upon the foundation that was
laid for them in the beginning, or that
the foundation was-false of itself from
the very beginning. - For if the pros-
trate condition of the Church is not
ascribable to a departure by many of
the members from the foundation of
the primitive doctrine of the Church,
then as 4 consequerice it argues that
all were false from the very begin-
nigg,  The promiseé was that if they
would build upon the foundation the
gates of hell should not prevail against
them.  Therefore those who are not
prepared to admit that false doctrines
have been imposed upon the Church,
mustoof necessity to be consistent in
the argument, abandon the whole posi-
tion of Mormon doctrine, for it would
be proven false upon its own claim by
a-well attested fact that would furnish
the strongest possible evidence against
itself.

On the other hand, if the position
faken that they departed irom the

souls. out of hell, others: by pro:
baptizing  them out of hell while
others are getting miarried by proxy
to ds tnany dead women asg their fan-
cies; proxies and priests can seal for
them. - And thus the motley group is
secnt marching into the very jaws of
that hell-bound doetrine of polygamy,
which has its origin from -the same
identical” source.  Polygamy i3 only
the  pulf  into. which the smaller
streams of such iniquity are plunged,
having hell for its bottom and vet
their fanatical ministérs have the pre-
sumption to invite men of better sense
and better morals, to jnin their dark
and bewildering retinue. - Hence the
way of truth 1s again evil spoken of
as in days of old, because of trans-

primitive order is proven to be a fact,
then it would be perfectly clear that
the foundation stands upon its own
claim or basis, which is just and true
and perfectly independent and main-
tainable froni all such unjust éncum-
brances. - Hence 1f ever the Church
is restored from her present confused
condition, - her members must return
to her prim%ive organization.  And
if her primitive order was just and
pure in all things then all false doc-
trines must be repudiated by her o1
she canhot assume her former posi-
tion. All spurious revelations and false
doctrines and  teachings must  Dbe
thrown out.

1f ever the Church arises from her
present disreputed character up to her
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proper level upon her przmitwe fsmx«;

dation, to stand and prosper in all

truth and righteousness, so as to gain
favor with God and man, all iniquity
and every appearance of evil must be
put far away from her premises and
let the word of the blessed Lord and
Savior be her only guide in all things
as is recorded in the fulness of the
everlasting gospel.

Let no one fear the results of inves-
tigation, it is the safe and sure method
of preserving the truth in its purity
and the ready means of detecting and
exposing error.. 1f the doctrine of
baptisut for the dead proves to be un-
tenable in every point it certainly will
be objectionable.  The doctrine ot
proxy is positively prohibited by our
Savior’s own words to Nicodemus.
Jno. 3:5. “Except a man be born of
water and of theé Spirit he ecannot
enter into the kingdom of God. ' The
word “EXCEPT” spoken by Christ
our Lord, prohibits forever the rite of
baptism by proxy under any circum-
stance that man can possibly be placed
. The Word of the Lord makes it
the incumbent duty that every man
should be born of water himself for
the word “EXCEPT? cuts off the
privilege of another by proxy. And
if ‘to be born of water truly means to
be baptized by immersion into water
(for the Book of Mormon says bap-
tism ig by immersion into water Bk
Nephi. Ch. 5:) then to be bom again
according 1o both the Bible and the
Bouok of Mormon is to be baptized by
immersion into water. - Christ positive-
ly says there is no exceéption to this or-
dinance; yet all the baptisms for the
dead by proxy have been guilty of
making this one exception to God’s
word ;. while the language of
Christ is clothed with such force as
not to admit of one single exception
in the case.

1f baptism by proxy was ever sub-
sequently to be attended to, our Sa-
vior most certainly would have for-
knewn it and. therefore would have
provided for it; and then should have
said to Nicodemus, “1{ a man be born
again-or some one for him he shall
see the kingdom of God;” and in this
manner left out the word "EXCEPT Y
11 it had been even said Except a man
he-born again or some one for him,
it then would have been a contradic-
tion. of terms for the very reason that
cthe word Except does not admit of
another in the same case, wherein
would be a contradiction both i 1 idea
and also in expression.

Our Savior’s foreknowledge is not

“denied by any believer and what He

said had reference to the future both
in time and  in eternity, therefore
while time lasts and the Word of God
15 written; “Except a man be born
again he canpot see the Kingdom of



God,”
of making one exception to our
Savior's teaching and therefore stands
in open violation of God’s word, See
Bk, of Mormon in the Bk of Nephi
Chap 5: “And again 1 say unto vou,
ye must repent and be bapaized in My
name, and become as a little child, or
ve can in no wise inherit the Kingdom
of God.”

These are Christ’s own words to the
Nephites in which proxy baptism is
also prohibited.  Frequent references
are also made in 1 Cor. 15:29 to sus-
tain baptism for the dead. Let the
reader carefully examine the whole
fore part of the Chapter in which it
is plain to perceive that Paul was
teaching the doctrine of the resurrec-
tion of the dead, through faith in
Christ by obedience to the Gospel ; and
if there was no resurrection of the
dead, then their faith and preaching
were both vain and that if Christ had
not risen fromi the dead they were yet
in their sins. And as baptism was
_an ordinance instituted by the Savior
for the remission of sins; for all .such
as would believe in Christ and come
unto Him, and comply with the ordi-
nance of baptism, in which they would
represent His death, burial and resur-
rection.

This seems to be the teaching n
Paul in Rom, 6:30, “Know ve not that
so -may of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into His
death? Therefore we are buried with
Him by baptism into death.” The
above clearly show that all baptized
believers were baptized into the death
of Christ, also representing the figure
of His burial and resurrtetion.  Paul
refers the Cotinthian Church to this
very fact in proof of the resurrection
of the dead, and says in the 29th verse
“Else what shall they do which are
baptized for the dead?’ clearly show-
ing that if Christ did not rise from the
dead, if the dead rise not at all, why
are they then baptized for the dead?”
clearly showing that if Christ did not
rise from the dead why are they then
baptized for the dead Christ?

1f Christ had not risen from the
dead what would they do who had
been baptized for the dead Christ. For
all who were of the Christian faith
had heen buried by baptism into the
death of "Christ. Paul does not ask
the question what shall the dead do,

but says “What shall they (the living) »

s

do who were baptized for the dead
_ The question then is asked, What they
themselves shall do who were bap-
tized. It evidently was the persons
who were baptized that would be en-
dangered in consequence of an error
in the resurrection, and not the dead,
for the dead are not represented as
_ being affeceted cither for good or evil
but those whe were baptized; were ta

every proxy baptism 1s guilty

bre the only ones to suffer the conse-

quences, and not the departed spirits,
if the dead did not rise.  For ii there
was no resurrection, then Christ has
not vet risen from the dead and ac-
cording to the 16th and the 17th verses
they were all yet mn their sins.

Paul declared to the Collosians that
God had raised Christ from the dead,
2:12. “Buried with Him in baptism
wherein ye are also risen with Him

through the faith of the operation of -

God who hath raised Him from the
dead.”

. This quotation; together with the
15th of 1 Cor., and the bth Chap. of
Romans, all combined will illustrate
the principles of that solemn ordinance
of baptism instituted by Christ Him-
seli to represent His own death, burial
and resurrection from the dead. In-
asmuch as every man is to be bomn
again, and that water baptism is the
ordinanace of that birth, then all men
must comiply with that ordinance for
themselves: in their own persons be
baptized into Christ and lawfully rep-
resent the death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Christ or they cannot be saved
in the Kingdom of God, :

The baptism for the dead by proxy
is without divine authority and desti-
tute of sound principles. It is objec-
tionable on every point. 1t must for-
ever stand in the black list of false-
hood: '

The Bible and the Book of Mormon
contain the fulness of the everlasting
Gospel which is the Rock and the Pil-
lar of the Church. The doctrine of
baptism for the dead by proxy is not
found in it. The promise of God was
that if they should build upen that
Rock the gates of hell should not pre-
vail against them. They have been
prevailed against by a strong arm
which has scattered and brought con-
fusion. - Therefore for some reason,
God had refused to approbate their
course:

Many have supposed that the Book
of Covenants furnishes sufficient au-

thority to justify the doctrine of bap-

tism for the dead as is given in sec-
sions 105 and 106 (109 and 110 Re-
org. ed.) whereas upon a careful ex-
amination they furnish no such evi-
dence but positively contradict both
the Bible and the Book of Mormon.
They are also contradictory to them-
selves. :

In Sec. 105:5 there are new prin-
ciples made requisite in order to the
validity of baptism for the dead that
are not found in the Gospel as is re-
vealed in the Bible and the Book of
Mermon; which is, that every person
that is baptized for the dead must
have a witness and recorder to bear
witness and make a record of the fact,
as found in Sec. 105:5-6. “When any
of you are baptized for your dead, let

there be a recorder and let him be eye
witness of your baptisms; let him hear
with his ears that he may testify of
the truth, saith the Lord; that o all
vour recordings it may be recorded in

 Heaven; that whatsoever you bind on

earth may be bound in Heaven; what-
soever you loose on earth may be
Joosed in Heaven for I am about to
restore many things to the earth per-
taining to the priesthood saith the
Lord of hosts.’ Paragraph 6: “And
again let all the records be had in or-
der that they may be put in the ar-
chives of My Holy Temple fo be held
in remembrance from generation to
generation, saith the Lord of Hosts.”

The reader will here perceive that
here are two special objects in view
as stated in the above quotation, first,
that the records made out by the wit-
ness and clerk in Nauvoo are to be
recorded in Heaven ; second, that they
are to be put in the archives of the
Holy Temple at Nauvoo, where they
are to be kept from generation to gen-
eration. ,

Section 106: Par. 5 (110 Reorg.
ed.) positively contradicts the Book
of Mormon in the Bk of Moroni
Chap. 8th. The 5th Par, of Sec. 106
reads thus: “You may think this or-
der of things to be very particular, but
let me tell you that they are only to
answer the will of God by conform-
ing to the ordinance and preparation
that the Lord ordained and prepared
before the foundation of the world,
for the salvation of the dead who shall
die without the knowledge of the Gos-
pel” ~,

Now for the contrast. See Bk of
Moroni, Chap. 8. “For behold that all
little children are alive in Christ and
also all they that are without the law
for the power of redemption cometh
upon all they that have no law, where-
fore he that is not condemned or he
that is under no condemnation cannot
repent and unto such baptism availeth
nothing but it is mockery before God
denying the mercies of Christ, and the
power of His Holy Spirit and putting
trust in dead works; behold My Son
this thing ought not to be for repent-
ance is unto them that are under con-
demnation and under the curse of a
broken law.”

This reading is as clear as language
can make it that all the buman race
both old and young who have died
without the knowledge of the Gospel,
are under no condemnation and can-
not repent, having transgressed no
law, and as baptism, according to both
the Bible and the Book of Mormon is
unto repentance, therefore baptism can
avail nothing for the dead, “For re-
pentance is unto them that are under
condemnation and under the curse of
a broken law.” ~

Another daring assumption is to be




noticed th 106:17, 18, which con-
tradicts Jesus Christ and the twelve

Nephite apostles and also Malachi and

the testimiony of the three witnesses
given to the "Book of Mormon on the
title page. The 17th Par. quotes Mal.
last. Chap. verses 5 and 6 verbatim:

“Behold, I will send you Elijah, the
prophet, before the coming and the
dreadful day of the Lord, and he shall
turn the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children
to their fathers, lest | come and smite
the earth with a eurse.”

This quotation 15 verbatim with the
Book of Mormoen, see last Book of
Nephi, Chap. 11: Here then we find
the translation .of the 5th and 6th
verses of the 4th Chap. of Mal in both
Rible and Book of Mormon to be pre-
cisely the same word for word; but
now cornes the contradiction as is
found in Par. 18 of Sec. 106 of which
the first two lines reads thus: I might
have rendered a plainer translation to
this, but it 13 sufficiently plain to suit
my purpose as it stands.

He translated the Book ofMormon
with the Jaredite interpreters which
was prepared by the power of God and
hid upon the earth with the plates for
that purpose, by Noroni; also the
three witnesses to the Book to testify
that it was translated by the gift and
power of God as is testitied to i many
other, places, and yet Joseph says he
could have 1endered plainer transla-
tion.

11 Joseph could have translated any
part of it plainer, then according to the
same logic he could have translated the
whole Book of Mormon plainer. Such
philosophy would seon teach the pro-
priety of having a new translation to
the whole book. = It also reflects a se-
rious charge of imperfection upon the
gift and power oi God in translating
the Book of Mormon, It would gnaw
with desperate prey upon its own vi-
tals.

But now comes the sapping and the

coedings are recorded in Heaven,
which forms the Book of Life, or the
Lamb’s Book of Life

Also in Par. 9th it says: "Whatso-
ever those in authority faithfully re-
corded on earth should become a law
on earth and then in Hsaven, showing
that the laws in Heaven are taken
from the laws on earth first transact-
ed by man, and then adopted in
Heaven,

The 6th Par. quotes John's revela-
tion, Rev. 20:12, which speaks of the
books which are opened and ° that
another book was opened which was
the Beoek of Life”
it says “The Book of Life is the rec-
ord which is kept it Heaven " and the
8th Par. says: “Whatsoever you re-
cord on earth shall be recorded in
Heaven:” and the 14 th Par. says,
“And as are the records on “the earth
in relation to your dead which are
truly made out, so also are the records
in Heaven.”

This shows plainly that the records
of the dead were first to be made out,
as directed in Nauvoo, in order that
the Lamb of God might copy it and
thereby get His Book of Life. 1Is not
106th Sec. an article of perfect blas-
phemy?

~Trurn TeLLER,
Aug., 1864

Does Not Believe in a Central-
ized Gathering Place

A léading Elder; writing to Brother
Yates, eriticising our Brother for leav-
ing the group and joining the Church
of Christ, has this to say: "There are
thousands that do not bellieve that
there is any holiness in the Temple
Lot. In fact, it is no more a sacred
spot of ground than any other spot
upon God's green earth. And you
know it; if vou just think it eut. There
never was a centralized  ‘gathering
Jlace, but wherever God's people exist-

mining which will forever explode the
whole section: Jesus Christ, when He
- appeared to the Nephites and chose
the 12 apostles and endowed them
with His mighty power gave to them
the words of Malachi: Nephi, 1lth
Chap. they wrote it with an inspired
pen from the hips of mspiration. It
was then kept, preserved and brought
forth and translated by the gift and
power of the Almighty God; and yet

Joseph Smith says he could have beat

ed there was the Church. This is in
line with the doctrine of Jesus Christ.
1 would freely admit that I, myself,
have been foolish enough to think
there was something in the theory of
4 permanent gat?aermg place, but 1 am
thankful that, through this superstx~
tion and m&s!gachng, pram iree from
such nonsense.”

They whw urge their opposition o+
ward a cem:rahzed gathering place”
and demand Scripture to prove it, for-

it in makiug a better or a plainer
translation.

 According to certamn stated princi-
ples given by Joseph Smith in Sec: 106,
it makes ount the Lamb's Book of Life
to be a copy of the records of the bap-

tismi of the dead as made out at Nags

voo by the clerks of the different
wards of the city,

ized gathering place.

in behali of the

get that the entire Bible and Book of
Mormon are witnesses to the central-
The fact that
there was no Bible nor Book of Mor-
mon until after Israel had heeded the
instruction to “gdther to a land that
I will show you” s pm@f positive of
God’s approbation of the doctrine.
How much of Scripture would we

Church, and that a copy of these pro-

In the 7th Par.

have, if Istael had 1efuse£i ta gath
to “the promised land?” Absolutely
none, for revelation and the Word o
the Lord, was the reward for listen-
ing to the counsel of God, to gather.
Every blessing of any consequence
that ever came to the world, invari-

ably followed the people of God after

they accepted a “centralized gathﬁrmg ‘
place”

Israel's gathering to Caanan after'
untold suffering in the wilderness,
brought to then national liberty out of
which grew commanding characters of
prophetic power. Had they remained
in Egypt pandering to the customs and
restrictions of the Gentiles they never
could have developed and their spirit-

ual powers would have been stunted.

The leadership of Moses was con-
tingent on Israel’'s separation from
Gentile bondage, and the strength anci
genius of David and Solomon, was
possible only in a land set apart by the
Al mxg“htv as a “centralized gathermﬂ 3
place.” '

In after years, when iniquity over-
ran the land and it became necessary
to save a remnant of that destined
race, the voice of the Lord was heard
directing ancther remnant to a cen-
tralized gathering place. It was the
call of Lehi to forsake his native land
and “Get thee to a wealthy nation =
that dwelleth without care.” “Where-

fore thus, saith the Lord, I have led

this people forth out of the land of Je-
rusalem b}, the power of mine arm
that I might raise up unto wme a right-
eous branch from the fruit of the loins
of Toseph” B. M., P. 171, 172, Sepa-
ration and gathering were essential to
the growth of a mghteous Branch m
Tsrael.

Asnd to the success that followed the
great body of Israel, who, carried into
Babylon, associated ‘with the Gentiles, .
we leave it to those who are against
the centralized gathering place, to tell
us one single thing of consequence or
worth that was ever wrought or real-
ized, when in that Gentile association.
Israel in Egypt, and Israel in Babylon
among their Gentile friends were a
dead letter, a nonentity insofar as do-
ing anything of any note. God told
Phardeh to let “My peap}e go, that
they may worship me.” They w&nﬁ
and real worship began.

Prophets, Apostles, and even the, v
Christ, ‘were all sons of the ‘central-
ized gathering place;” and when God
shall come He shall dwell in His Holy
City, the New }emsaiemz ﬂis tentrai*
ized gathering place.

Nearly 2,000 vears have ghded §3} .
since Israel dlsplaved the glories of
that Palestine land, when Apostle and
Savior were demonstrating the power
of  God  in wunparallelled strength.
Since then, Israel, a wanderer among
the nations, has sutfered every przva—f ,
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tion. They have lost all that once
made them a name and fame among
national neighbors. Driven hither and
thither their very God deserted them
and, like bampsgﬁ of old; they have
 been shorn in the lap of Gentile Deli-
lahs. Nothing, nothing had been ac-
complished by them worth while dur-
ing the long years of disintegration.
Only the magic voice of a Christ car-
ried ‘once more -in - those immortal
words “Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how
oft would 1 have gathered you” will
resurrect the race from its sepulchre
_of silence.. That voice will be heard,
1t is the sure word of Prophecy, and
~again shall Tsrael be gathered to o
centralized place. No word of thﬁ
Lord is so pronounced as that of
gathering of Israel to a land of th(,u
“own. - Everv achievement of note in
the religious realms was accomplished
within the confines of ‘a centralized
gathering place.. And on the other
‘hand, every judgment of God inflict
ed upon His people was in the natiire
of a scattering and 2 dwelling among
_the Gentiles. These things are signifi-
cant and certainly tell us on which
side was God, whether for a gathering
place or against it,

The very purpose of the Book of
Mormon is to effect a gathering
“Thus saith the Lord, [ will take the
Stick of Joseph, which is in the hand

~of Ephraim and the tribes of Israel,

his fellows, and will put them with
him, even with the Stick of Judah,
and make them one Stick and they
shall be one in mind hand. . . And
say unto them, Thus saith the Lord
God, Behold 1 will take the children
of Israel from. among the. heathen,
whither they be gone, and will gather
them on every side and bring them info
their own land.” Ezk 37,

A Reorganized Sister, Flint, f\}fmh
—[ was talking with Qx e S
the other day. She said they are go-
g to-withdraw from the Lo Do 5.
church and go over to the Church of
Christ. . They are all taken up with it.
They are not the kind of peopleé that
take up with evervthing that comes
along, but it looks better to them now
‘than our own church. They have al-
ways belonged . o the Reorganized
church and 1t is a hard task to leave
it, but it seems the onlyv way, [ think
there will be a lot 'more go over some
day if they keep on the right way.

Reply to Apostle Curtis

An Excerpt from a Splendid Answer
to Eld. Curtis by
Witiarp | SMitH

" In the Saints Herald for October

‘the 27th, 1926, appears a reported ser-

mon of Apostle J. F. Curtis, contain-

ing a criticism of my tract (Why a

ZION’S ADVOCATE

First Presidency?), which to my mind

needs a litte puncturing, and I there-

fore set myself to the task.

It may be proper for me to say, in
the start, that I am not averse to crit-
icismy, where is it conducted with fair-
ness and skill; but when a eritic sets
up.a man of straw, and: then with a
feve seli- u,;mpiacent pompous  puiis,
pmcaids to fopple it over, and then
boasts of his decisive victory, [ believe
his methods should be exposed and his
argiuments axploded.

Bro. Curtis says:

“In Exodus 24:12-14, God called
Moses up into the mount, but left
Aaron and Hur to counsel the elders,
We read : “And He said unto the eld-
ers, tarry wye here for us, until we
come again unto you: and, behold,
Aaron and Hur are with you: if any
man have any matters to do, let him
come unto them! Here 'we have
Aaron and Hur acting as the assist-
ants, or counsellors of Moses, and giv-
ing advice to the eldership of the
church; or, in other words, acting in
a higher capacity than the elders; act-
mg between Moses and the elders”

Pledse note the comments of Broth-
er Curtis on the above quotation of
Scripture. “He affirms that “here we
have Aaron and Hur acting as the as-
sistants, or counscllors-of Moses,” and
of their “'giving advice to the ¢lder-
ship of the.church;” and of their “act-
ing between Moses and the elders;” all
of which is absolutely assumed by this
apostle. - There is not a scintilla of ev-
idence anywhere that they conjointly
or separately ACTED IN ANY ONE
of the above specified acts: True, they
were anthorized to act in the matter
of settling difficulties, “1E wauy man
hawve any maiters fo do;” but where is
the evidence of their ‘having been
called upon to:act, or of their having
acted in 4 single instance as outlined
and affirmed by Brother Curtis? It
15 not there, nor-is it enywhere to be
found in all the Book of God, neither
in sacred nor profane history. Not
evena hint of their having so acted,
or ‘having -in any- way thus served:
Nothing but the bald, brazen assump-
tion of “Apostle Curtis spun from the
same moth-eaten web from which oth-
er-of his arguments are chosen, which
will puncture by and by, But, he was
trying -hard -to establish. proof of ‘a
First’ Presidency in the church with
Moses,” Aaron and Hur occupying as
suchy and; ofcourse, he had to say
something in his effort to establish
his contention or else get off the job,
and perhaps did the best he could. But
now to the facts in the case as refer-
red to in Exodus 24:12-14:

After Moses had givén instructions
to-the elders and had appointed Aaron
and Hur as found in the Seripture
cited gbove, he went up into Mount

Sinai to receive the tables of stone and
a law of cammandments which God
had written, and he was in the Mount
forty days and forty nights, during
which time; Curtis says, that Aaron
and Hur were acting as Moses coun-
sellors, and were giving advice ‘to the
eldership ~of ithe church; that they
were acting between Moses and the
elders, and that they were thus acting
i a higher capacity than the elders;
but, dear reader, “Tell it not in Gath,
publish 1t not in-the streets of Aske-
lon” but the Bible squarely contra-
dicts this Apostle of the Reorganiza-
tion, and shows that Aaron had gone
into idolatry and made a golden god
for Moses’ people to serve. An ex-
cellent “Counsellor” he, ¢h? Splendid
“advice” he was thus giving “fo the
eldership of the church;” and while he
was “engraving’ that “wolien calf”
“and fashioned it with a graven tool”
{doubtless fashioning it after the “so-
cred bull” which he had been accus-
tomed to worship while in Egypt), the
elders no doubt relished this kind of
advice  and  considered . Aaron asa
magnificent “counsellor and “assist-
ant’” to Moses, (7). But let us read
the account from the Bible.

“And - when the - people saw that
Moses delaved to come down out of
the Mount, the people gathered them-
selves together unto Aaron, and said
unto him, ‘Up make us gods, which
shall go before us; for as for this
Muosges, the man that brought us up
out of the land of Egypt, we wot not
what has become of him.’ And Aaron
said unto them, Break 6ff the golden
earrings, which are in the ears of your
wives, of wvour sons, and ol your
daughters, and bring them unto me.
And all the peaple brake off the gold-
en earrings which were in their ears,
and brought them unto Aaron. And
he received them at their hand. and
fashioned 1t with e groving tool. After
he had wmade a golden calf; and they
said, These be thy gods, O Israel,
Whtch brought thee up out of the land
of Egypt. And When Aaron saw it
be bwilt an alter before it and Aaron
made proclamation, and said, Towmor-
row: is @ feast fo the Lord. And they
rose up early on the morrow, and of-
fered burnt offerings; and the people
sat down to eat and to drink, and rose
up to play.” Exodus 32:1-6.

And is this the way we find this
member of the First Presidency man-
ipulating - the  “"keys -of the kingdom
which belongeth always unto the Pres-
ideney of the high priesthood 27

Also I now ask again, Wasn't this
asplendid way  forAaron to give
counsel and advice to the eldership?
and was this the way he took to show
that he was “acting in higher capacity
than the elders? and really dido’t he
thus ~prove himself to be a strong




“pillar of the church,”” and magmifi-
cent timber for a First Presidency?
Surely Fred M. would love to have
a whole lot of just such reliable (7)
counsellors as Aaron.  But the Bible
conclusively shows this stuff affirmed
by Apostle Curtis-to be wrong. = [t is
not true that Aaron and Hur were
Counsellors to Moses in a First Pres-
idency. = That's all bunk!

While Moses was in Midian attend-
ing ‘the flocks of Jethro, these: men:
Aaron and Hur, together with those
elders that Curtis makes so much ado
about, and the whole bunch of Israel
in Egypt to whom God sent Moses
with a Charge to bring them out of
Egypt, were idolators; —steéped in
idolatry ‘and worshipped ‘the Egyp-
tian Gods! And this fact smashes into
smithereens the boasted arguments of
this “Apostle of - the Rorganization.
Proof? Did 1 hear you say you want
proof of thesc last few statements?
Well, come with me!

We will first turn to the 24th Chap.
of Joshua, and we there discover that
he gathered all the tribes of Israel to
Shechem, and called  for the elders
of Israel, and for their heads, and for
their ‘judges, and for their officers;
and they presented themselves before
God.

( Before proceeding fuither let it
not be forgotien that  these people
were the children of those who left
Egypt. That the only ones who came
into the promised land of those who
were over 20 vears of age when thev
left Egvpt. was Caleb and Joshua).

“And Joshua said unto all the peo-
ple, "Thus saith the Lord.” Nofice
the Lord is speaking of Israel, and
telling them how He brought them out
of the land of Egypt:and in the four-
teenth verse He says:

“Now therefore fear the Lord, and
serve Him in sincerity and in truth:
and put away the gods which. your
fathers served on the other side of the
flood (the: river Jordany aend IN
EGYPT ; and serve ve the Lord. And
if it seem evil unto vou to serve:the
Lord, choose vou this day whom ye
will serve, whether #he gods which
your: fathers seryed that were on the
other side of the flood, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell.”

This shows conclusively that prior
to Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian
bondage they were livinig in Idolatry
—serving other gods wm Egypt. But
we will strengthen this point and make
it plainer by ‘calling attention to a
time when the elders of Israel came
to the prophet to inquire of the Lord ;
and the Lord said unto the prophet:
- “Say unto them;  Thus saith the
Lord God: In the day when I ¢hose

Israel; and lifted up mine hand unto.

the seed of the house of facob, and
made Myself known wnto them in the

ZI{}N’S A!JVGCATE

Jmmf of Egvpf when [ hifted 1:@ Mine
hand unto them, saving, I am the Lord
yvour God; in the day that I lifted up
mine hand unto them, to bring them
forth of the land of EGYPT into the
land that I had espied for them, flow-
ing with milk and honey, which is the
glory of all lands: then said 1 unto
them, Cast ve away every man the
abominations of his eves, and defile
not vourselves with the idols of Egypt:
1 am the Lord your God. But they
rebelled  against me ond would  not
hearken unio me: they did not every
man cast away the abominations of
their eyes, neither did. they FOR-
SAKE THE IDOLS OF BEGYPT:
Ezek. 20:5-11

Please read: the whole chapter, as

this subject 15 continued down 1o the
forty-fifth verse ~

In the 16th verse we read: “They
despised my judgments, and walked
not i my statutes, bul polluted my
Sabbaths; for their hearts went aiter
THEIR IDOLS” Showing  conclu-
sively that =~ even after {;{;{3 had

‘brought them through the Red Sea,

and brought them to Sinai where they
beheld the wonderiul presence of God
e flaming fire, and heard s voice,
and had entered into covenant with
Him, yet they.soon forgot all this, as,
“Their heart went dafter thew idols”
—They had not been weaned from
their idols. That is doubtless the rea-
son that Aaron, (who *“Saw the (od
of Israel—See Exodus 24:9-11) had
turned from the covenant of God and
went into idolatry, actuallv. makmg
a golden god and building an altar be-
fore it, and sacrificing thereto—be-
cause his “heart went after their idels”
—-the idols they had been accustomed
to serve-in. Egypt; and also the rea-
son the law governing their sacrifices
was. 50 strict: “That they shall no
niore offer their sacrifices unto devils,
after whom they have gone a whor-

ing.”! Lev. 17:7; Ezek 20:30-31.

With all this before us which we
might continue for page after page al-
most ndefinitely, don’t try to cram
down my throat the absurd theory of

“Aaron and Hur serving as Counsel-

lors to Moses in the capacity of a
First Presidency, and equal with him
in holding the “Keys-of the Kingdom
which belongeth ALWAYS unto the
presidency of the high priesthood?”
(D& C.80:7) for it can’t be done.
Yet notwithstanding  all the above
proof, showing conclusively against a
First Pre&dency there still will exist
with ‘the blinded conceit of many of
the elders of the Reorganization those
who will still shout themselves-hoarse
aifirming that a First Presidency of
three Melchisedec high priests consist-
ing of Moses, ‘Aaron and Hur, was

head of the church in the wz‘zdemebs ‘

Page 1{39 ‘

zmd yet there is not a Smgle scrap of
evidence anywhere to prove that Hur
ever held priesthood of any kind at
any time or at any place during his
natural life; and as for Aaron, the
anly ordination he ever received that
wechave even a hint of proof for was
the ordination he received after the
tabernacle had .been erected in the
wilderness, over a year after the chil-
dren of Israel had come out of Egypt;
and even then he had to be instructed
by Moses as to-how he should perform
the work of: the priest’s vifice!

But some one may sav, “I can’t see
how, after Aaron had gone into idola-
trvoas he did, that he could be or
dainied at all?” Aaron was tried: and
from a weak inability to withstand the
demand of the people for visable gods
to-go before them his weakness was
rewarded by seeing a feast to the Lord.
degraded to the lowest form of heath-
epish sensuality; and knowing from
Moses” words dand deeds that the cove-
nant  with  the Lord was literally
broken, he then truly repented of his
sin, and Moses interceeded with God
for him and gained forgiveness for
him. o bee Deut 9:12-21.

St. Thomas, Ont.

How gratefully pleased I was to
God for the effects brought about by
a nmity of purpose and effort by the
Brethren to harmonize under God’s
will and promote Divine relationship
between God and man Bro Fetting
wrote me sayving that the business ses-
stoms o were like the best praver meet-
s he had ever attended. ,

I am very much concerned about the
Church. T lenow [ have taken the step
that places me in regions of BEternal
Sunshine: . I have been led to taste
God and His love as never before. But
my heart at times is heavy. [ am han-
dicapped. 1 have to blaze the traill 1
did not know what it -meant until late-
by, but my trust is in God, and I am
very willing to WORK FOR SUC
CESS for the advance of the nght '
that shimeth Gloriously.

We have much field to woyk n It
is @ treat to tell the Truth.  There is
no hiding,  just ‘one grand Message
from Christ backed by the Spirit of
God. - We have an old Ford now; in-
tend. to make Delhiin the near fature,i '
and Alymer and Tillsonburg. = The
latter two will be new fields. We hope:
to get permission from the Chief of
Police to. occupy at some convenient
corner.

I received the Tracts,  Glad now T
made the sacrifice. God has greatly
blessed me. T have had lots of work
and have lots for a week or two
ahead.

My prayers were &trangeiy an«‘ ,
swered with regard to Bro. Fetting’s



 yisit from John the Baptist,
God that He would send one of the
Nephite apostles or John the Reve
lator, seeing that they were minister-
_ing on the earth to the Sons of Men,
thinking perhaps it would not be so
much trouble, but nothing is too much
- for God to bless Faithful People with,
and HE SO GRACIOUSLY SENT
ONE FROM THE REALMS OF
GLORY. I certainly received an an-
swer to praver. We have 20 Advo-
cates being sent to various addresses,
the little band helping us with the sub-
scription.

Greeting to the Church everywhere.
Greetings to you. May God bless your
efforts and all the Brethren, send-
you peace and consolation in the Holy
(Ghost.  May we hold our heads erect,
keep our hearts pure, and the God of
all comfort shall strengthen us in
times of need and succor us when help
is required. ;
~ God bless you all. Keep sweet and
be humble for the sake of Him who
humbly Loved and Nobly Died,

- JAMES SiMoxs.

How They Did It
, Sandpoint, Idaho, May 27.
To the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints:
Dear Brethren: L
 Unable as we are to accept the doc-
trine of Supreme Directional Control
as appertaining to the Presidency of
the Reorganized Church, believing it
a heresy and fantamount to apostacy
from the truth, and also unable to ac-
cept other fundamental errors of the
Reorganized Church we hereby res-
pectfully ask that eur names be taken
off your record. We have identified
ourselves with the Church of Christ,
which we believe and know to be
‘more in harmony with the Bible and
Book of Mormon.  We ask that you
will kindly advise us of your response
to our request. Under no considera-
tion will we consent: to have our
names with a Church in apostacy.
Respectfully yours,
{Here follows a long list of names.

Ed)

From “The Messenger.”.

Port Huron, Mich,, Tune 12, 1927

At 12:30 T was awakened from my
sleep by the same Messenger that ap-
peared to me on Feb. 4th and Mar.
4th,. He placed his hand on my
shoulder and said, “Awake and write
the Message that Towill give you, for
this is a day of which Christ spoke,
a time of haste, when much must be
done, -

“The instruction 1s sent, to the wise,
a warning ; to the sleeper, an awaken;
to the wicked, destruction; but to the
people of the Lord, a message that

- Christ’s coming is near at hand.

I prayed

‘much must be done.

stumbered, but now let the wise trim
their lanmips, that the Spirit of God
may be as oil to their lamps, for be
hold the Bridegroom is commng, pre-
pare ve the way for His coming, Be-
hold the Temple must be built
“The Gospel must be preached, the
cry must go out, the Lord’s coming 1s
near. - Behold this is a day when the
world with its greed for wealth and
pleasure must be warned as in the

days of Noah. Pride and vanity has

filled the hearts of men, and the law
of the Lord is forgotten.

“The Lord sent me to prophecy,
for thus saith the Lord of Toests, T
have sent: My Messeénger to vou. In
the time of trouble when many of
the hearts of My children were sad.
their ‘hope was fading away, their
faith was tried, they looked to and fro
for the old paths; in the anguish and
distress of their souls 1 heard their
cry.

“That myv Church and My people
may again receive light and direction
to carry on my work, let those that
1 have chosen to lead my people to
labor in the harvest, make haste that
nothing may be lost for great is the
harvest, and laborers are but few. Let
those of the Twelve release them-
selves of those things that are fow
hindéring them from taking the field
as soon as thev can, that My work
may go on without delay. . Let Mine
Elders also labor in the field wherever

‘they can, for joy shall come by saeri-

fice, and peace ‘and blessings to all
those that will serve me.

“Let those that 1 have chosen (o
look after the poor and needy and to
prepare the wavs and means for a real
Zion, labor also mn the field that they
may see the needs of My people, for
behold this is the sifting time when
It will be by
faith and humility and love that these
things must be done. ’

“By My Spirit T will feel after the
honest in heart and those that hear
yvou will hear me, and those that re-
ject you reject me also. and they shall
sleepon until the Bridegroom comes,
but will not have oil in their lamps.

“Go in faith, your mission 1s one of
love. . Remember 1 have called you to
be Saviors of men. Be true fo vour
calling: and My Spirit will direct you
and T will manifest Myseli to yvou
and will send My Messengers in times
of need, My Spirit shall fill your souls
with joy. The way will be opened for
you. Amen.” ‘ :

The Messenger was with me until
1:15 a. m. or 45 minutes, He told me
some things that were personal as to
my own business which I have not
given here. - He also told me that his
name was John, and that his work was

‘not finished but that he would come

 “Behold the Chiirch has 'siépt and

as he would be sent from time to time
of the Lord, to direct in the afiairs
of the Church, _ -

1 was wide awake and got up at

once and dressed and wrote part

when all at once the Spirt leit me
and 1 could not write any more and
my mind became g blank. 1 thought
of going back to'bed. I said, “Lord
1 cannot write this message unless
you give it 1o me. by your spirity
when all at once the same Messenger
stood hy my side and looked over my
shoulder and said “Write! Then the
light came to me and [ could write
it just as it was given to me. 1 think
everything he told me is given here
except what he told me about my own
personal afiairs, - O7110 FETTiNG,
Box 212 Port Huron, Mich.

, More News Items
- Since taking our matter for this is-
sue to the printer we are pleased to
receive wood news from three places
where work has been done recently,
but lack of space does not perniit us
to publish these articles 10 this issue
altho we would be pleased to do =0,
Brother 1. V. Roberts, Pastor of our
Independence church on the Temple
Lot reports some 12 new members
added by transfer and bapltism recent-
Iv; he also reports the meeting he
held a Sundav or two ago at Oniaha
with the membership of that place in
their new fittle brown chapel on
Brown Street—a wonderful mecting
and spirit of rejoicing by all the mem-
bers—several have been added to the
fold at that place.

Brother Wheaton reports successiul
meetings held by him at Lamoni
where he organized a branch, placing

" Elder Fred Delong in charge as pas-

tor and Pearl Jamison Barth elected
secretary.

Drother ©. E. Bozarth reports sev-
eral new members from Knobnoster
have joined with the Holden branch,
which is their nearest meeting place.

Brother Marshall Jamison is taking
charge of a Sunday School in a Mis-
sion near Kansas City, organized qguite
some time ago by Brother Willians
whoois now an active elder with us,
and as g result of his coming with us
several from his Sunday School have

been baptized into the Church of

Christ o

So the wark maves oit—the harvest
is ripe and the laborers are few. What
a wonderful work could now be ac-
complished in the remaining months
of this year if we would all con-
secrate of our funds to the Bishop
for MISSIONARY purposes. Calls

‘coming from all over the country,
and little if any funds on hand avail-
vable for use in that direction

Marsmarn T, Jamisor,
: . Business Manager,




 Extracts From Le’tters
Sr. A. M. Harvey, Providence, R 1.
“The Lord blessed s also on the first

Sunday in May. After the wine had
been passed d sister saw in vision the
dear Savior sitting near the table. He
was looking down and was smiling.
Oh, ‘how happy we are to know we
have his approval.  Although we meet
in a humble room, it is not too hum-
ble for the Son of God to honor with
His presence. He did not come alone,
an angel hovered near him. How |
wish the eyes of all had been opened
to see the Master.”

Joseph Camp, Culver City, Cal:

“This Church of Christ s no lounge
or easy chair, It is not a pleasure re-
sort, summer home, or club. It is an
institution for the preaching of the
sospel, for the sending of men and
vomen to the hedges and highways
to search out the honest m heart who
are of that turn of mind to accept the
Kingdom: The rich have had their
chance and have refused it.  Person-

ally I do not know how far I will ever-

get. Sometimes I fear that I have not
the staving qualities for a missionary.
[ mean it. But 1 am going to try just
4s soon 4as 1 can get my affairs in
shape. :

Had a funny experience last Mon-
day, which was Decoration Day, and
not working that day, went down to
the garage to repair a fire and felt
strongly mmpressed to go to Hermosa
Beach. 1 told Florence and she said
she was wanting to go, so I hurried to
fix the tire and ran into one piece of
bad luck after another. Got mad and
gave up the idea of going, as 1t was
after: 11 when I got the tire fixed and
on.

About 1:30 P. M. the same impres-
sion came strong as before and the

~children being ready, and the stuff all

in the car, we got ready quick and got
to the beach just mn time to find three
sisters. At the home of one of them
we had a goeod visit and talked Church
of Christ for about 3 hours.  Met stiff
opposition at first, but read to them
the Fetting message, which they re-
ceived gladly and it changed their
tune a bit:

Learned a piece of bad news while
there. You remember the young man
vou met at our place, Bro. Tom Les-
lte, the big fellow with the strong
voice? He was, and has been for

father, who lived in Texas, died sud-
denly, and thev wired for Tom, who
was drowned while in swimming with
the —other boys the day after he
reached there. His body was shipped
back and buried near lLos Angeles,
May 28th, and the followmmg day his
aunt, his mother’s last and only sister,
died, which proves that tough Juck
comes i a bunch.

I was so sorry to fearn of Tom's
death, for he was a good boy, and |
had such high hopes in . He was
ready to jon the Church of Christ,

but his mother obiected and told him*

that the mintte he did he would have
to get out, and that she would rather
see him go to his grave than leave the
Reorganized church. . Florence and
1 heard her say that, over and over
again, and just dare him to join the
Hedrickites:  So, poor - woman, she
got her wish, for Tom came to sce me
while I was at Conference, and told
Florence how bad he felt over the wav
his mother looked at things,

In our Sunday study at my place
we have been discussing the mission
to the Lehites, just where and how
to begin, seeking if possible to de-
termine if the work should not seek
out some one iribe who are the de-
scendants of Lehi’s younger son, Jos-
eph. Will you please read that bless-
ing recorded in 2nd Nephi 2, and se¢
if it does not indicate that the children
of this Joseph were to escape the fate
which did befall the Nephite nation,
and continue on to the latter davs and
a work begin among them? | there-
fore believe that some place, eithier
in Canada, or Florida, California, or
Nova Scotia, or some intermediate
figok, exists a tribe. in the hiding of
the Lord, where they are to be
touched in the latter days, revived and
furnish the material for intensive gos-
pel work, resulting in  an effective
gathering, one of power and moment
to-the cause of Zion.”

B. €. Flint:—“Just got the Adyo-
cate. . Didn't lay it down till T had
read every word. 1 couldn’t you
know.  We are alone up here i Wis-
consin, and such good news of the
progress of the work is like [ood to 2
person starving.  The Advocate s,
without doubt, the best church paper
we have ever faken, and we have been
in the eRorganized church for over
thirty vears, half of that as a general
missionary,  Now just 2 word inocon-

some time, just at the point of lining
up with the Church of Christ, and 1
thought I was going down to see him
to talk matters over with him since my
visit to the Conference, as I had some
news for him:  But as I drove up in
front of his place one of the Sisters
referred to informed me of his death
and burial, a few days before. His

nection with a testimony I had rela-
tive to John coming to Bro. Fetting.
You know as well as I do that we have
had so many things during the late

years that weére questionable that it

becomes very easy for us to be skep-
tical, so while T read these over care-
cully and they had the true ring, yet
1 felt 1 wanted evidence, and while |

ci*d not dzctaigz 0 Gad any

%pe»:: al
testimony that L wanted, [ got all I
wanted and more too: I was writing a
letrer to some brethren in the western
part of the state, and was telling them
about the wonderful blessings (God
was giving to His people of the
Church of Christ and just thought to

mention Bro. Fetting’s experience scs

they  would understand

came put in the Advocate.
opinion to offer but was giving it as
he told it and for what it was worth;

when before 1 realized what 1 was
doing 1 wrote a very vivid explanation
of it and the Spirt in power bore wit-
ness to my soul that not only did the
INeSSenger appear,
message he brought was of vital im-
portance to us and that we would do
well 1o heed and apply the instruction

it when

given and prepare our hearts for the

added lght and information that he
is vet to bring and which he promised
to give when he came again. [ fully
agree with vou that this is the most

important thing that has been given

since the carly twenties to the voung
Palmvra seer.

I think Bozarth's answes to Clark

is simply great, and there wﬁi be no
answer to it

From a presiding Elder of the Re-
organization =1 am reading with in-

terest the Advocate and have found

many interesting articles and happen-
ings in it I was quite interested in
things that occurred at vour late Gen-
eral Conference and 1 have people
here reading the May issue. 1 have
had several chats with the Mormon
people  concerning - Bro. Fetting's
manifestation. - They daren’t say anv-
thing aganst it and are afraid to say
much in favor, and our own people—
Reorganized-—are in about the same -
position. '
Mrs. Emma Savage, Lamoni -—We
are meeting people in their homes and
on the streets.  Bro. Savage is busy
every time he gets a chance to talk to
anvone, and we are the happiest peo-
ple s’mce we joined the Church of
Chris

brought to Otto Fetting, and I cer-
tainly thank my heavenly Father that
he saw fit to bestow that wonderful
gift of the Holp Spirit upon me. No
words “can describe the wonderful
power, Dh, that 1 mlzzht be worthy
to receive the blessings God has in
store for his chzidr&n

George Derry, i’}maka, “‘webr* ,
think there is a good deal of signifi-
cance in a name, especially, when giv-
en by our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. The name Christ gave fo his

chmah in the times of the Kﬁ@hims»,, |

1 had m) .

but also that the

1, for myslf, have received
the @wdmce of the message that j@hn ;



 was “the Church of Christ” Book
of Mormon, page 672:13, “And they
that were baptized in the name of
Jesus, were called the church of
Christ.” But some of the people got
into dispute about the name the church
should be called: so the disciples, or
apostles; gathered together; and unit-
ed in mighty prayer; and Jesus ap-

peared unto them and said, “what will ,

ve that I should give unto you?” and
they wanted to know what name they
should call the church: Christ said to
them, (verse 18) “Have ye not read
the scriptures, which say, ve must
take upon you the name of Christ?”
Then in verse 20, “If it be called in
my name, then it is my church, if it
S0 be that it is built upon my gospel.”
When Christ ascended to his father,
he left the apostles in charge of the
church; but we have failed to find
either in the Bible or Book of Mor-
mon. where he appointed a president
to rule over the church. First apos-
tles, then prophets. When God called
Joseph Smith, he called himi to be an
apostle. D & C. 17:1

From the Reéport of the General
Secretary to the recent General Con-
ference "1 have taken great pleas-
ure during the past year in the work
that has been mine in the Reecorder’s
office. Have tried to do it faithfully
so that the records of the membership
- of the church would he correct at the
present time. Most of the secretaries
of the local churches and the Flders
presiding have given me all the help
that thy could in getting the records
corrected.  And T wish to take this
opportunity of expressing my appre-
clation of the effort they have put
forth to render the assistance that was
needful.”

Earl Gardner; Port Huron, Mich
—We had a grand prayer meeting
vesterday. A brother James Simmons
from St: Thomas, Ontario, was here
and was calied to the office of Elder.
It is the second time he has been here.
He drives seventy miles in order to be
with us in a prayer meeting. He and
his wife are English people and are
very much taken up with the work.

‘A Service Institution’

ZION'S ADVOCATE

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
BY THE BOARD OF PUBLICATIONS

Evening and Morning Star, exact
reprint of the first 14 issues by
the Church of Christ on the Tem-
ple Lot in  Independence, Mo,
June 1832 to July 1833, very val-
uable,  while they last

Book of  Commandments, paper
bound A0
Leather bound 25

Book of Mormon, excellent binding 1.00

David  Whitmer’s - Book (contains
some valuable data and informa-
tion from one of the witnesses
to the Book of Mormon)

Solution of the Mormon Problem,
a 32-page tract, the greater part
of which contains a circular let-
ter issued by David Whitmer in
1887. It contains some replies to
articles which appeared in the
Saints  Herald concerning  the
changes that were made in’ ths
Revelations, each g

Why a First Presidency, by Willard
J. Smith—A lavge S4-page tract
that thoroughly covers the subject
8 for $1.00 or each

Reply to Bishop Clark of Des Moines
in his attack on the Church of
Christ and Daniel MacGregor.—
A basic History of the origin of
the “Reorganization”, Inovations :
and departures from the original
Church  of - Christ—Every one
should send for a dozen for a dol-
lar or each
Ably written by C. E. Bozarth of
the Church of Christ,

Now is the time to fill in your back
numbers of Zion’s Advocate for
some day you will want them
bound.  We can supply any miss-
ing numbers excepting June 1925
which has been exhausted.

Large —Picture  (Photo) T36x17
showing the Church on the Tem-
ple Lot and group of conference
visitors taken April 10th, 1927
While they last

Same size picture showing the Tem-
ple Lot and building-——an excellent
photograph for framing. .. .. . 1.00

Why not send us a dollar or more
today and let us send yon an as-
sortment of tracts.

ALSO PLEASE will you get us one
or more new subscribers for the
‘Advocate. We do want to becoms
self-supporting.

“from Bro. FPetting.

lay Namur, of Independence :
: are in earnest now. We love
the Church of Christ and we are de-
termined this work must go on We

are willing to give our all for it We

are willing to consecrate what little
of worldly soods we possess.  We are
giving our children. Do you think I
cannot remember when [ was a child
and the other children poked fun at
me and called me 2 Mormon? Do
vourthnik 1 have forgotten the teacher
asking why 1 didn’t come to school—
papa. was ofi ‘a mission and little
mother sick—and I answered, “Please
er, my dress was too ragged and
my apron was dirty.” 1 can hear them
laughing vet! 1 was taught not to lie.
She asked me and 1 answered.”

Sertha -« Bronson, soula, Mon-
tana :—We have been having some
wonderful ‘meetings.  One of the Re-
organized people wants a copy of the
Advocate that has that vision in it
We have not
been having crowds but all that come
keep. coming and seem interested.

~Thair preached a wonderful sermon

last evening. 1 never enjoyed the
Spirit so much before,

From Eld. S. P. Coxz-Glad to
hear from you and especially concern-
ing . B Yates and others 1 feel
assured that in due time the pure in
heart will see the light and line up
with the truth.  We are glad indeed
to see them getting their eyes opened
with spiritual vision. Evervthing here
1s ‘moving along very nicely. Bro. Ray
is taking hold and helping in a good
way and has the confidence of all

Bro. Nerren, Deénver. Colond
have had some wonderful blessings
since you were here. 1 have been up
to the Springs lately and had an en-
joyable tinie there. I hope to go again
soon. We have been having  some
good meetings here, and 1 hope the
good Spirit will continue.

On: vour wvacation “trip ‘this year,
don't overlook the Missouri Pacific.
They have furnished us transporta-
tion, :

“The SCENIC LIMITED” and
“The WESTERNER"”

Unexcelled Service to

COLORADO--UTAH--NATIONAL PARKS

V. L. WULFF
Div. Pass. Agt.

--CALIFORNIA

707 Walnut
Kansas City, Mo.
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must and will be viewed as that of a
Reformer of Mormonism, ushering in
a brighter day for scattered Israel;
and under the work of the Church

- of Christ we are effecting a Restora-

tion of Mormonism, to the old paths
so clearly marked by the Lord Jesus

It is not possible to accomplish this
work of restoration by attempting to
reform the Reorganization. Our Sav-
1our has enjoined us not to put a new
patch on 4an old garment. New wine
must be put in new bottles. Indeed
the Reorganization has reached that
stage where it is not possible to at-
tach any patches of reform to her.
Bro. Yates has been trying to accomp-

lish that very thing for several yvears,

but all to neo avail.  She refuses to
recant or repent.

The only course is to rally to the

trumpet call of 1829-1830 and on

God’s sacred “Spot’ the Temple Lot,
where the Master said Zion would
“begin,” raise once more the taber-
nacles of Jesus which have been
thrown down. , :

Now that Joseph and Alexander
are gone and with them the giants of
those days, it behooves us to listen 1o
the clarion call of their spirit, which
was one of battling against the errors
of the times and seeking the way of
God more perfectly. The Church of

Christ is doing it.

 Editorial Briefs
Brother Ray Griffiths writes en-
couragingly of the work in Centralia,
Wash.  Recently called to the Elder-
ship our brother is doing his part as
circumstances permit. . The Saints in
that place have been busy beautifying
the grounds of their chapel. . Our
brother says, “The folks here seem
well pleased with the outcome of the

General Conference.” ~
We are indeed glad to announce the
coming of Elder E. E. Long to the
Church of Christ. Our Brother needs
no introduction. He is known from
coast to coast as a fearless defender
of the Faith. For vears he has been

the mainstay of the Reorganized

Church as one of their most efficient
debaters. ,

1t 1s gratifying to note that the join-
ing too of the forces of the Church of
Christ was not a work of collusion.
Men of independent mind have each
pursued that pathway of intelligence
that appealed to them as the better

way.. Bollowing on they came to the

cléarance and that clearance lies on
the Temple Lot. It is hopeful to riote
that amongst all cutstanding factions
of what nught be termed Mormonism
that the Temple Lot stands as an En-

sign on a Hill ever seen and always

in view. It is the rallying ground

around which all the hopes of a gath-

_ The calling of the late Joseph Smith ered and redeemed Tsrael cluster.

There has been quite an ingather-
ing at Independence recently. Elder
W. K. Willians, pastor of one of the
Reorganized missions in Kansas City,
together with his wife joined with us
as well as the mother of Elder Yates
and a number of others. In the lan-
guage of Pastor Roberts of Independ-
ence, “A mighty army is on the way.”

Qur genial Brother, John Zahnd,

sends us a copy of The Statesman, a
well edited paper representing the Na-
tional Party. It is interesting to note
that our Brother
Chairman of this party. Brother John
was a power in the land in other years
when occupying in the mission field.
We hope 1o see him there again.

Brother Verne Dunning,  vur en-
thusiastic Sunday School worker in
Centralia, is now recovered from a
month’s illness. He writes encourag-
ingly of the work in that place and
relates an interesting vision he receiv-
ed some years ago in which he forsaw
the future usefulness of Bro. Ray
Griffiths, now so apparnt in the ef-
forts of our worthy young brother.

Brother Norris Headding writes of
how he received evidence of the call-
ing of Bro., Arthur Smith to the
Twelve some days before it occurred.
He was in Centralia at the time.

Many strangers are attending the
Independence meetings, evidencing
the unusual interest in the questions
of the hour. Our people have only to
do right, as they are trying to do, and
in a little while a new building will
have to be erected to acommodate the
membership. :

Brother Roberts, while the pastor in
Independence, finds time for mission-
ary work as well as looking after his
business in selling oil to the local deal-
ers.  He reports that while enroute
home from a missionary
“Everywhere I stopped an order was
waiting for me.” ‘

A few days ago a telegram reached
us. from Bro. Barton of Colorade
Springs, as follows: “Apostle Curtis
is-here. Attacks Church. May T use
your name with last set of proposi-
tions to Jake for a challenge to
Frank?” Our reply was: “Challenge

holds good for Apostle Curtis or any

other: Publish anywhere.” We have
heard nothing further.

‘Some time ago Bro. Jake Curtis be-
came anxious for a public investiga-
tion, but when it came to signing up
propositions his ardor cooled, and for

an alibi he said he had to get the con-

sent of the Presidency et al, before
he could raise his voice in defense of
their cause. The reply he received
from those in supreme control was, as

expected, and Jacob inwardly rejoiced.

~ An Unusual Testimony

is the National

exactly as Iohn gave it

effort,”

., Sk. Josern Camp
The Spirit witnessed unte me in
such a beautiful manner, of the divin-
ity of the revelation, through Bro.

- Fetting—1 was reading the Scripture

the next day after Joe returned from

Conferénce, and as 1 read, "1 will

send a messenger to prepare the way
before me’ the name John appared in
the verse Malichi; 3:1, and 1 was so
overjoved because 1 had been wonder-
ing, if there 'was any place in the scrip-
ture that foretold John's wvisitations
it these last days,—and when 1 found
his name, the Spirit witnessed unto
me, that 1t was truly John that had
appeared to Bro. Fetting. . Then, can
vou wonder that T am so much con-
cerned that the revelation be written
When Joe
returned from work in the evening, I
told him I had found the Scripture
that had actually given John's name,
as the Messenger that would come to
prepare the way, as a Messenger of
the covenant, and Joe said to me, “you
are mistaken, Florie, John's name
does not appear in the scripture in
that connection.” = Well, my heart
leaped for joy when T went to get the
scripture to prove it to Joe, but 1 was
indeed puzzled, when I read the scrip-
ture again, and John's name did not
appear. 1 then told Joe my experi-
ence, and he said the Spirit had wit
nessed it unto me.

I Lay Down My Life That I
May Take It Up Again
By Erper Craresce L. WaeaTon

Brother Geo. D. Cole was one of
the committee of the Church of Christ
bringing about the working agreement
with the Reorganized Church in 1918,
He was also an old time missionary
for the Church of Christ, laboring in
Ohio, Kentucky and Indian Territory,
now the State of Oklahoma. Shortly
after the April Conference of 1918
Brother Cole received a letter from his
daughter, Lillian Bearden, asking him
to come and baptize some of his

‘grand-children. He said he wished to

go to Monticello, Utah, for this pur-
pose and that when this work was ac-
complished his work ~as a minister
would be finished. .
His last sermon at Independence,
was on the text, "I lay my life down
that I may take it up again.’”’ This ser-
mon was in the form of a farewell ser-
mon and foreshddowed his early de-
mise.  Arrangements were made that
he might go with the unanimous con-
sent and confidence of the church,
During his absence we were hold-
ing a series of meetings on the lawn

‘on the Temple Lot when his daugh-

ter, sister Melissa Cole, now sister A
O. Frisbey, told me that she had a




