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A Voice From The Dead

(The following sermon is from the
peri of the late John R. Haldeman,
one of the mntellectual ornaments of
the Church of Christ in other days.
He was editor of the Church -paper
at-the time the Evening and Mornmng
Star -was reprinted.  His s;%:&e:diezz?;
articles running through the paper a
that fime exercised a very gsmnngmui
effect in lifting the veil of our tradi-
tion.—Ed.)

What's In A Name?,

“And they who were Baptized n the
name of Jests were called the Church
of Christ and it came to pass s i’mf

disciples of Jesus weré journeying
thev. were gathered together®™® md

Jesus again showed ?mmdi uiito - thent

wrvand stood in their midst and said,
swhat will ye that 1T shall give unfo
you.  And thmf said unfo b;m Lord,
we will that thou wouldst tell us the
namie whereby we shall call - this
Church? = For there are disputations
among the people concerning this mat-
ter: And the -Lord said Gnto them,
verily, verily 1 s ;‘ uiito your, why s
1{)1’

it tbat the people should murmur and
dispute: because of this thing. Have
they not read the Seriptures, ‘which

say, ve must iaixe upon vou the name.

of CHRIST which is my n for
by that name shall ye be called at the
last day, and who so taketh upon him
my name***thercfore ve shall call
the “church in my mame™and how
be it my Church save it be called in
my name; for if a church be called
in Moses” name’ then ‘it Dbe Moses’
Church, or if it be called in the name
of @ man then ét be the Church of a
man: but if it be called in my name
then it 1s my Churchy af
that they are built up«m my gospel,
verily I say unto you that ye are built
upon my gospel. {“\c;p}h. 12th cha ap.)
Take upon you the name of Christ.
“\Wherefore all men must take up-
on them the name which is given of the
Father, for in t‘im‘{ day sha} ﬁxw be
called at Therefore, if
they know not the name by which "*sm'

e,
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are called they cannot have place in
the kingdom of My Father. Sec. 16,
par. 4, D.C

“The rise of ‘{he &mrdx of Christ
in these last days” (sec. 17, par. 1)
Tn this same section refererice is made
to the Church severt times, 1o which
is used the words “Church of Christ

A

it so be

p%au,s: i the Dectrine and Covenants,
wherever the Church’is '»‘»pokeﬁ to by
the Toord, it 38 called the “Church of
r m\(? it was generally under-
d that that, was its name, Some
of the members, hbwever, seemed 1o
have: tired of the simple name of
Christ and for féar that their neigh-
Bors: would be unable to recognize
t’r;eir saintly lives by their daily walk
s ‘m xtw& 1}14:13;%%%5 tfhc

stoe

cm;%wuhmnﬁ won '{{} i%m is‘}li”ﬁi.f éay
Saints :

Tt wag not until the 1835 Conference
that the “Church of Christ of
Latter Day ‘Saints” appears in the La-
Mo %* h&:mn f*? the D.and Co The
i 5 the name “Christ”
cy e 1 themselves, “the
of Latter -Day ‘Saints.” By
guthority the - Reorg mugé
the word jebm T we

Church
what
Churchinserted

are unable 1o state
Wehave not r;{,ue{; upon this par-
ticular place in oder to prove that

f

hoat one time called theni-
He pame of flatter Day

Em’%r«ﬂ" ﬁm: %‘rlaf_ m"‘

w;(’i’iuﬁ 4 Wtim

name of Eéiam Rathburn, wh{ tf:*d
unider path “that he had come to
*«M ‘H in }E.::‘“}

17 and oft cross-examina-
ieds “There was a book in
‘mv {*‘aﬂ} %aﬁw of the Church called
the Book ‘of Commandments. I think
in the it‘s smmandments the

Ummu the “Church of
g to 0 yarch when we
settled in ce in 1831 was
called-the € i Jesus Christ of
Latter Dav. s %}zzreiﬁx
possiblerthat the name was settied

at o later date than that %U’mua at
the outset ~the  Church was mmu?‘
calted the Church of Christ, then it
was cal Bted the Chureh of Latter Day
Saints and finally the name was
%ie d on as bei ziw Ch

g(iii i bes
1
“hurch
ony. CoNncern-
e Church “the
which E was
&Hd

name of the
o’ member
was called
The d%m

/ Biar,
the ix o1 gaﬂvm
cath:  The

LA
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Why I Joined The Church of
Christ

I can hardly flatter mysell into the
belief that the story will be helptul
ot imteresting 'to anv but there is a
bare chance that it-may.  So 1 ven-
ture. T have been a member of the
Reorganized Church. for many years,
over thirty, in fact and if, eighiteen
months ago, it had been told me |
wmtid wer feave it, the speaker would

't - ‘have been classed in my esti-
mation as a false prophet:

Unlike others who came over from
the Reorganization, T did not transfer
becatise I was fully convinced. 1 did
it with fear and trembling, because
- had been taught that to leave the
Church was to be irrevocably con-
demmed. The conviction came after,
but of that, more anon.

For a number of years I had been
isolated, practically ‘at least, ont of
touch Wfih things in the {:hurch and
tht;} we Smahv moved near {(m%:ra*
V\v ‘n.where Teould attend church
E I soon began to sénse 4n in
tangible somie ﬁs:ng 1 did not like. 14
&m;nyu% me and I began to lose in-
terest. o Iodid not tsmé the sermons
helpful or inspiring—I would fidget
and witch the clock, Atlast 1 decided

that what grated on me was the -
‘cessant éqﬁhmg, sche mmg and contriv-
ing to raise money, and still more
money,  Scarcely a Sunday would
pass without one or more bpem,hef«
on that subject and fresh plans to in-
duice the members to pay more. But-
tons, to zzaivam% to all just bow mugb
vou had paid. into the "Christinas of-
fering ;Lm{i, and bx‘ the spirit of con-
testto induce vou't

pay perhaps mote
than vou could afford to be ahead of
the others, and-he able without actual
hoasting to let all know just how gen
erous you had been. I T didn’t hke L,
and T wouldn’t wear the buttons.
And then what séemed to me an un-

due %)&?WEPQ” 5 ‘m Ua: w}mh m ‘fi‘w'

v m‘ *‘ww own e
. s -seli-imporiant
i‘:m‘ui{h at its %;Um it always seems o
e, Tt always has appeared to me
at i the amen and women of today.
will

compose the church of today
co the chirch foduy, what it ought
“i)w there W?Ei e little redson Lo

worryabout the youth which will u}n*
stitute the church of tomorro
Avard worih e all Such o a }émﬁﬁ{&%
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we do, lives after us and punishment

may come to us accordingly. . History
records lives of many that were evil,
and it is-evident that whatéver influ-
ence their lives may have had on oth-
ers for il will be recorded against
them in that judgment of works,
where. all must give an account.

The good that men do lives always
to-a noble purpose, and keeps human-
ity moving toward that time when
righteousness will prevail.  From: the
davs of Abel the nobleness in men’s
lives have continued to speak. Moses,
that great leader of Isreal, speaks to
us with ever growing authority: Isaiah,
the silver tongued prophet, still utters
his prophetic truths.  Solomon speaks
wisdom “today as much as when he
wrote ‘the Proverbs. and Paul speaks
to pur generation upon doctrinal points
as authoritatively as when ke wrote
his: wonderful epistles to the saints.

Yes, Peter and all the nobles of the
past “being dead vet speak” Christ,
the greatest of all teachers, spent but
a short time. as an’ active. teacher
among men while in the flesh, but his
wonderful - message of love by the
“still small voice” 15 an ever-present
whisper 1n our ears,

Therefore, let us make the more
excellent sacrifice of love in unsel-
fish deeds of good, so that God may
testify to our gifts, for “IT IS NOT
ALL OF LIFE TO LIVE, NOR
ALL OF DEATH TO DIE.”

Salaried Ministers Wrong

The article recently  published,
“Have we the right system of mis-
stionary ~work” by S MacGregor,
was like placing the axe at the rtoot
of atree. 1t contained positive proof
from-the: Book of Mormon that God’s
plan of maintaining the ministry who
preach the Gospel was to labor with
their own hands and carry on the
work of preaching the Gospel free of
charge.. That has been the writer’s
views for many vears.

it is a fact well known that when
the public is made to know. that- the
preacher is not hired nor guaranteed
3 certain amount for his services that
he will have more influence with his
hearers:  The example of our-Savior
alone, should prove bevond a doubt
that God never intended His ministry
to zeceiv & a stated sum of money an-
aually . for their services.  Paul also
was an example of an unpaid minis-
fer. 1t is mot my intention.in this
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people need to aumagzza for. The
facts are the system is wrong, and
the sooner the pmpie sef this tradition
aside, the sooner will come happiness
to the homes that have been, and are
being ruined by this custom. Do not
regard this plain- talk 'as throwing
stones at those meén who have spent
the best of their lives as missionaries,
for no- doubt the most of them left
home and a future hope of becoming
successiul in a business way, with the
best of -motives.” Many of them in the
end are. reaping. disappointment  and
poverty in their old days.

My ‘object in writing this ‘is only
to expose the wrong and help correct
this man-made system. For ten years
I preached the Gospel from one .to
three sernjons a week. L worked at
the anvil and supported my family of
five. and never. received nor -looked
for a dollar.. I paid tithing on every
dollar I earned and was never so hap-
pyv.in all my life §}ap§gsmv nearly 100
souls.  Our zeal at that time for the
salvation of others might be better
told by tahtmg a:story of one bitter
cold - winter’s” day, on a Sunday, in
the back woods of West Luther Can-
ada. 1 had an appointment to preach
about 15 miles from my home. The
roads were blocked with snow so high
over the fences that no team could
travel for the three day storm.. .1 was
torced to break my appwinimmfg or
walk, 50 at seven in-the morning 1
started to walk and kept on Qtwdﬂv
for eight hours. Tt was one of the
E“z&z“dut dav’'s work T ever did, as
there was a-frozen crust on the snpw
and most every other step it would
break through and let me down to
mry- watst, and at times to my shoul-
ders. ‘I reached the:place of meeting
at four-in the afternoon, -1 preached
and baptised two fine adults one of
them a school teacher. = Years passed
and 1 sold out my blacksmith shop.
Was. then making $200 per month.
T sold out in order to take the field
as an active missionary. 1t was not
a question with me as to how much
the Church would pay. Rather it was,
how much could ~T "exdst ‘on: The
Church gave the family $21.00 per
month. ' No sooner had Tsold gut and
left home, as 1 then thought to spend
the rest of my life in the field; than
my sorrows began: That was the be-
ginning of end to my usefulness and
proved to.be my downfall.. From the
day 1 entered the field under a salar-
ied system, I was in ctérnal misery.

[etter torenter into this question with
further “proof from  the scripture,
rather te relate myv personal exper-
ence as a self supporting minister for
10 vears, and as a missionary for two
vears under a stated sgiary

Before 1 begin let me say, most
ninisters do not eare to let the public
wnow what Church allowance he te-
séives | God never gave any rule the

For when I realized ‘I had 1o eat of
the poor man's earnings, sit.around
their house during the day, when the
man of the house was at work with
small ‘pay, ‘1 would rather be in jail
than endure such a life. I finally de-
cided there must be son 'Ef‘ﬂ}m“ dead
wrong. T either must go to work a
part O’f ‘or-most of ‘the day, and then

,eiean up and change my clothes, and

visit or preach nights or else quit the
1ob.

I will relate my last missionary trip.

The Church sent me to Western Can-
ada: ] family - was then living in
Torc and paying $22 per month
house rent. . We were poor, ‘and the
little money we had saved was dwind-
Iing away. fast.  The Church allow-
ance. was less than the rent of the
house. 1t would be a matter of but
a.short ‘time and we would be dead
1’}?0?:;, with no houvse, no money, 1o
business and a family to support. This
caused me to study. A climax was
reached when T got 1o the West. 1
was’ appointed  to a  district among
strangers, 1 stopped at the home of
Brother Wurtz, a poor family who.
did all in their power to keep me well,
I would get up at five o'clock in the
mermng zmd hire out with the farm-
érs in the harvest, carpenter work, or
blacksmithing. : In three months time
I had saved one hundred dollars that
1 bhad earned in broken days while
the ~ordinary “missionary would be
sleeping or writing. . The afternoons,
evenings, and SQﬁﬁdw we spent - in
vzxzimw ﬁ@f?n&m‘f and holding  ser-
vices.  We baptised ten in that sec-
tion. With poverty staring my fam-
ily-in the face and Scpamted from
them thousands of miles T concluded
I was out of place and tendered my
resignation as ionarv.  From that
day to this, 15 years ago. I bave con-
cluded God does not indorse the sal-
ary. svstem, be it hitle or much, It
1m0t God's way. 1 will go further
and say that a man with a ‘wife and
family 1o support, to leave his home
and go thousands of miles away sub-
jecting himself to uncalled for temp-
tations, is merely the tradition of man,
if not the suggestion of Satan to drag
down, courage, and  destroy not
onlya man’s useiulness, but his home
and cause disgrace to. the Church,

The system. as taught in the Book
of Mormon is the only correct way
to ‘carry on missionary work, " The
officers of the Church worked for
their own living -and -preached  the
trospel free of charge.

Bachelors and men of Paul's type,
who choose (o travel to far countries,
unto such the word of the Lord was,
and 15 to. go without purse or script,
The promise to this class of mission-
aries is “"The laborer is worthyv of his
hire.” 'This means that to the men
who go forth to turn souls to Christ
with 1o other motive, will 'be cared
%’w and be accounted 45 worthy of his

hire which is his nedds:
—George Buschlen:

{We welcome vou to our columns
Brother George and may we ask that
vou rvead the fine missionary story
of Brother Wheaton and then ‘solve
for us the-riddle as to how this man
is to go ferth in the duties of his call-

ing as one of the Apestles unless his
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family is provided for. Having a wife
and five Chz ldrén to care for, it will
take all his tire to provide for them
and thus his calling ‘as one of the
Twelve is hindered.” Tf some good
benefactor came along and offered the
missionary  sufficient means te care
for his family would you . esteern ‘it
wrong for him to accept the help ex-
tended?  Or let us suppose that a
company - of well' meaning © people
joined ‘together and furnished the
necessary means to care for the fam-
ity w ould it i’;a a mistake? Or let us
suppose t the Church with its tithes and
offerings was i a situation to $ay.1o
this bmthw ‘Go forth we will iuo&
after your family,” would it be a mis-
take for him to go forth? DBeg your
pardon, but we are only akag that
weé might have light on this question.
“'We appreciate your viewpoint. - Call
again—Ed.)

Conferences of the Church of
Christ: By Whom Composed
By H. B Mouer

What is a’ conference? It is a
meeting - for consultation—a . confer-
ring mgﬁt’nu‘ A Conference. of the
church should be composed of those
upon ‘whom the great responsibility
for the sticcess of the church. rests,
and those miost interested in its ad-
yvancement, - However, so far as the
strict meaning of the word itself is
comcernied, conferences may be com-
posed of the mass of mem] bership, of
fkieudiﬁ(i representatives, ‘or ~of the
ministry ; but what we want is 10 be
in harmony with the faw, and in ac-
cord with the practice of the chamh
in past ages when we believe the
were i;emg fed bV the spirit of God.

However  much  some -may - favor
strictly a mass conference of all the
members of the church, or others a
conference of delegates mﬂz& 3§1pmn€~
ed hy the various Jocal churches yet
there is nothing in any of the sacred
books to support either.. We know
of no %mmw of any such conferences
heing held bv the church in ancient
times. There is no instance of any-
thing like a delegate or mass confer-
ence of the church, save that comiposed

“of ‘the ministry, in either Bible or

7

Book of Mormon.
Acts  15th chapter presents  the
only few;z‘d af a conférence of the

church in New Testament history, and
this was composed of their ministry.

e bth verse says

“And the apmﬁt and the elders
camie u;ffé,z‘nef for to. consider of this
matter.

No mention is made of any others
having any voice or part in the des
cision reached; although we believe it
would ‘have been proper and legiti-
mate, if the laity present, were e in pos-
session of needed i information to help
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called upon by those composing the
conference, to take part.

Some hold that this meeting at
Jerusalem was neither  a conference

nor a council. But the fact is, it
was both a conference and a ‘coun-
cil, no matter by what name called.
They did confer, and they did coun-
sel together.

Tn the “Articles and Covenants of
the Church of Christ, given June
1830, Book of Commandments 24:
43, we find the following:

“The several elders composing this
Church of Christ are to meet in con-
ference once in three months, or from
time to time as they shall direct or
appoint, to do chur‘ﬁ business ’Wha&
ever is necessary

1 we accept the foregoing as law,
it would seem then, that the question
of who shall compose the conferences
of “the Church of Christ is settled.
Individually we ‘might prefer some
other way, ?mz pur-mnstructions. plain-
Iy say that “The EI LDERS SHALIL
’\i?i*’f‘ IN CONFERENCE,” to do
the business for the church.

Again in verse 61 of the same chap-
‘iﬁf it says:

1t shall be the duty of the several
churches  composing this' church of
Christ 1o semi oné ar more of their
teachers to attend the several confer-
ences held by the elders of - this
church”

We know of no law providing for
anv other kind of conference than that
of - the - elders.- . Although 35 .seen
above, Teachers may fmd should be
i attendance. Priests also are men-

tioned. But the Elders should be in
control
S we are of the opinion that con-

ferenices. of the Church “of  Christ;
wheth imai or general, should be

composed of the i {ders of the church,
(m‘a ywigh the membership should be
I ged to attend.  Also that the
Flders when in conference session
the right to call on any, or all
, to take part and ﬂ*me% them-
selves 3)*’ voice or by vote, or by both,
as wisdom may divect and the nature
of - questions bemﬁ considered may
%“”;fem, Elders of Christ's church
will Be hroad and liberal, and at all
times recognize the pwmttﬁle of com-
The Flders are Christ’s
under shepherds, and upon them rests
the great responsibility of building up
the LM}W% and carrymg on the w ork
of God. The mem%em’th have confi-
dence i them as ministers and are
willing to intrust the work of confer-
ences, where business is to be done for
the church, to them chiefly. The Eld-
avs Swhen in conference may. at any
time resolye it info a mass Crmifu'eﬂae
where all can take part and give ex-

pr ifmm hy their voice and vote.
In r% we helieve that this is often
very mecessary w hﬁ% cer”{am questmn%
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when pmmem% that gertam chﬁafiy to
the ministerial work are being dis-
cussed, then the Elders alone should
pass upon them.

Thus 'we see while our conferénces
are conferences of the Elders, pri-
jarily, vet under  the democratic,
broad and liberal spirit of the gospel
all are considered, and all may have
their part and place in these confer-
ences.

How He Was Led Into the
Church of Christ
THE FORM OF THE CHURCH
By Elder B. C. Frint

For da number of years among the
ministry of the Reorganized Church,
I was numbered among those who
were termed “Insurgents,” not becduse
I liked controversy, or because [ had
any propensity for being “Agin the
government,” but because 1 was un-
able to reconcile the beautiful livegiv-
ing “foree that went from me when
under . the Spirit  of the Master I
preached Christ to the people and won
souls to Christ; and which was in
perfect rapport: with the teachings of
the Bible and Boole of Mormon; with
the cold, dead, formal, rmechanical
thing called the church, (Or what it
had come-to be), that T was told it
was my duty to .go out and preach.
The result -was that at the close of
the Fall conference of 1824 T refused
to take my appointment because 1 had
seen that cold, caleulating political 1n-
trigue, rather than the directing m-
fluence of the Spirit-of Christ had
beeninstrumental in making that ap-
pointment and I could not btmg my-
self to being a party to that kind of
thing. " The place made no difference
Had it been to my home field T would
have acted as 1 did. '

This. situation changed ‘the whole
future course of our experience. Wife
and I had enlisted for life in the min-
istry of Christ. Now we knew, by
our own act we were oul and out
completely because we saw 5. D. C
in the oifing even then. SHll there

Lwere no regrets so far as our act was

concerned.  We.could not have done
otherwise and- pxeserved our selire
spect and the Spirit of Christ. The
situation we found ourselves and the
church in at that time was given first
place in our minds.  We thought of
it by day, we dreamed of it by night,
and our met\ were sorely troubled.
But our.. spiritual experiences for
vears haé given us faith in God and
His work, and we did not despair.
We had learned where to go for com-
fort and light, and there we went
daily, praying and fasting. The light
may have seemed to us to come slow-
Iy, but God was preparing a people,
His people, and to them we were led.
The Chm ch of Christ on the Tf?mpie

Tl A s e hAanse Al dale? and



I3 f spiritual influence, so few
plans for spiritual advancement or
missionary work. More and more it
was increasing in similarity to the see-
tarian churches. ‘
At this time I knew practically
nothing - about the troubles in the
church. T did not read the Herald
1 know there was some disaffection
but was not interested enough to in-
vestigate, and supposed of course, it
would soon be anncably settled.
As to the Church of Christ, T only
knew that the “Hedrickites” held the
Temple Lot, but always believing that
the Lord, in His own due time, would
make it possible for the Reorganiza-
tion to obtain possession.
Then came Brother MacGregor
with the message from the Church of
Christ. I thought it was so strange
that he should be refused the use of
the  church = where he had often
preached before. 1 did not then know
of his ‘transfer. - T went to hear him
as 1 always had before, when oppor-
tunity was given.  All that T didn't
know concerning affairs in the church
was unfolded with a suddenness and
clarity - that left me gasping. 1
couldn't believe it—and yet I did!
Some tried to tell me that the man did
not himself believe what he was
preaching, but to me the ring of truth
and earnestriess permeated the mes-
sage, and T felt in my soul that while
he might be mistaken he certainly
believed he was right. . Night after
night the conviction grew.
One night I almost turned my head
to see who spoke in my ear “This is
the way: walk ye in1t” T did net
actually hear the words, but the sen-
sation at the back of my brain was
such that spoken words could hardly
have been more distinct. T got a copy of
the Advocate containing the comments
of FKlbert Smith upen the Church
of Christ, and the 1918 Articles of
Working Agreement, and  that, 1
think, more than any other one thing,
made me dare to transfer membership.
Needless to say, I read everything 1
could find that had any bearing on
the matter, for and against, and my
eves, heretofore slow to tears; were
often, often wet, as I prayed as earn-
estly as T knew how, to be led aright.
The dream of our dear Sister Hook
(later published in the Advocate) also
had its weight. and as well, one that
was given to Elder Cox and related
by him. No particular light was given
to me directly, however, and though
good and evil were evidently battling
“in.mry soul, Icould nof be-sure which
was right. But as proof piled up and
evidence accumulated, T yielded to the
strong impulse to sign an application
 for membership in the Church of

Christ. All night 1 felt encompassed
by the powers of darkness, and I
- would have taken a good red cent for

all my chances for final salvation!

1f I had th&ta?pﬁqatidﬁ at hand 1

would speedily have taken “my name
off the paper.” This feeling of de
spondency and dread lasted until well
along in the sermon the following
evening. It was a beautiful, soothing
discourse on wars and calamities and
trouble soon to come, but in the midst

- of it there came over me a feeling of

rejoicing and’ reassurance indescrib:
able, and all my doubts and fears van-
ished, and my soul leaped and sang
for joy, and praised God in the in-
most depths of it. This influence re-
mained with me all night and to some
extent for days thereafter, and plant-
ed in my heart a faith that all the
later combined attacks of outraged and
dismayed grief stricken Reorganite

Kkith and kin were unable to destroy,

thotgh it was at times tried and shak-
en severely, But it stood,  After eacH
trial, when it sometimes seemied as if
it would be a sweet relief to give up
the whole thing, renounce everything,
back would come that feeling that all
was well ; that the Lord had heard my
pravers and that I was not being led
astray.  Gradually my faith grew
Stronger and the attacks lost their
power ‘to hurt or terrify, and have at
last ceased,

Today, with my vision broadened
and the love of God and my fellow-
man stronger than ever before, T have
an absolute faith that I am just as
much or more, a Latter Day Saint in
the Church of Christ as I ever was
in the Reorganization ; that T am hap-
pier, better satisfied every way, more
able and willing to work in His cause,
and if 1 fall by the wayside it will
not be because of joining the Church
of Christ, but becanse of my own in-
dividual shortcomings; my weak, sin-
ful human nature. 1 am glad I am
in the Church of Christ. © The Reor-
ganization has forever lost its hold
on me. It cannot terrify me, it has
nothing with which to draw ot bribe
me, but many of my brothers and sis-
ters in it T still hold dear. “God speed
the right” ;
==May Premo.

The Original Purpose of the
Doctrine and Covenants

Defeated

The original purpose of the Doc-
trine and Covenants was not that of
placing it on a pedestal as one of the
Standard beoks of the Church, on 2
par with the Bible and the Book of
Mormon:

It was intended merely as a com-
pendium of faith setting forth the
various teachings of the “Church of
the Latter Day Saints.” It was a
synopsis of the “Belief,” and was
brought out to meet the criticism of
the world, as the following will tes
tify: :

From the preface to the 1835 edi-

tion of theé Doctrine and Covenants
we read: It contains in short the
leading items of the relivion which
we have professed to believe,  The
first part of the hook will be feund
th contain @ series of leciures as de-
livered by a theological class in this
place. . . There may be an aversion
11 the minds of some against receiving
anything purporting to be Articles of
religious faith in consequence of there
being so many now extant, but if men
believe a system and profess that it
was given by inspiration certainly the
more intelligibly they can present it
the better. We have there
fore endeavored to present though in
a few words our helief. and when we
say this we humbly trust the faith and
principles of this society as a body.”

Again from the same book we read
on page 225: “The assembly being
duly organized and after the trans.
acting of certain business of the
church proceeded to appoint a commit-
tee to atrange the items of doctrine of
Jesus Christ. . these items are
to be taken from the Bible, the Book
of Mormon and the revelations which
have been given to said Church up to
this date, or shall be until such ar-
rangement is made.”

Thus it appears that this intended
book of doctrines, was to cover the
Bible and the Book of Mormon. Need-
less to say the Bible and the Book of
Mormon came in for very little at-
tention.  The Lectures on faith which
originally appeared in the Doctrine
and Covenants referred to the Bible
to somie extent, but for some reason
or  other those lectures have heen
dropped. In any event the Bible, and
certainly the Book of Mormon were

drawn upon very sparingly for this

intended compilation of Bible and
Book of Mormon “items of doctrine.”

For further evidence on this matter
we cite the reader to Millenial Star
Vol 15: 183 “Minutes of the High
Council, © Kirtland, Sept. 24, 1834
Joseph' Smith  presiding  assisted by
Sidney Rigd and ‘F. G Williams;
Coungillors.  Jared Carter and Martin

fareis were  absent The

il then proceeded 1o appoint a
Commitice to arrange the items of the
doctrine of Jesus Christ for the gov:
crument of the Church of Latter Day
Saints, which Church was organized
and commenced its rise on the 6th of
April 1830.  These items are to he
taken from the Bible Book of Mor-
mort and the revelations which have
been given to the church up to this
date or shall be until such arrange-
ment is made”

There is no escaping the fact that
al intent of the Docl and
merely as a doctrinal expose
of the Bible and the Book of Mormon
together with the revelations given up
to that time. There was no provision

e

however made for other revelations




that forms the theme of this article
~ One dav after deep meditation and
prayer, and with no thought of the
forms of church government in par-
ticular, | was given an open vision
In it 1 was shown the form of gov-
erament among - the  Churches  of
Christ at Jerusalem, and among the
Nephites, 1t was startling. Tt wis
tnexpected and the revealments were
surprising. - T may not be able to pic-
ture it accurdtely in words, but it was
different from anything T had thought
of before or knew existed at this age,
vet it unfolded the seriptures fo me
mosuch a wonderful way that | saw
them as never before and in a way
that | had never understood. and that
explained somie things  that seemed
strange and unfamiliar, for mstance
the call and ordination of Paul and
Barnabas to the apostleship by the
Church of Christ at Antioch. What
I saw was not “churches” but THE
CHURCH, “The Lamb’s bride,” “The
body of Christ,” “The woman clothed
with the sun.” It was the ONE body
of Christ, the thing in which we hold
our miembership, the thing into which
we were baptized. - The thing that
when GATHERED will be the bride
to meet her Lord when He comes 1
saw its abject as twoe-fold; (a) Evan-
gelizing the world for Christ, and:
(b Shepherding the flock. Tmagine
v osurprise when only a short time
aiterward

ds 1 came in contact with the
Articles of Faith of the Church of
Christ and found them as near as
words could put i, the exact cotinter-
part of what I was shown. - But hack
to the pointe ] saw THE CHURCH,
but i our tngathered state we are
up against the sarme proposition that

confronted Almas being scattered we

cannot all meet m one place, so we
have many “churches” but “being
many they are all the one Church of
Christ” There s a "CHURCH” at
Port Huron, Michigan. Is it a frag-
aient or branch of THE chweh?  No
1s THE church, but representative
tntil-gathered. 1t has full power of
church extension when acting in har-
mony with ‘the Jaw of - God. It has
sverything - necessary 1o make s
membership full grown men and wo-
aten in the Kingdom of God. Tis
work is to shepherd those members
3f the Church  of - Christ residing
‘here, T wonder how many of the
saints partake of the sacrament of the
Lord’s supper, feeling that they are
aking litle pieces of the Master’s

al control, or independent congrega-
ional rights is nonsense. There is
no such thing. 1 ean have no rights
that do not conform to the law of
Christ.  All members of the Church
of Christ ‘are amenable 1o its laws
absolutely. With reference to the of-
ficers, we may say that primarily the
functions of the general officers are
missionary, that of the local officers
as shepherding the flock: but their
work is so correlated that there can
be no far reaching distinction drawn.
I the final analysis they are all min-
isters for Christ and nothing else.
There ds no provision for coercion,
nor browbeating into submission to
the will of any man or set of men, hut
a kindly ministering by the spirit of
Christ, to WIN souls to Christ. The
final recourse where there is persist-
ent disregard for the law of God is
disfellowshipment,

We might enlarge upon this matter

to some length, but feel that we have

been able to briefly outline. what T
am satisfied was the form of govern-
ment instituted by the Master among
the saints at Jerusalem and among the
Nephites.  'We might bring consider-
able scripture guotations to bear from
all sacred writings but we feel that
saints can profit by a study of this
matter for themselves: - At any rate
it is evident that the New Testament
outline was sufficiently clear on this
matter for the historian Mosheim to
get a fair working knowledge of the
work of the church under Christ and
His apostles. See the extracts from
Mosheim on the back of Brother Mac-
Gregor's  “Why” tract.  Mosheim
however, because of not understand-
ing the idea of gathering and that the

work of each local was only tempor-

ary looking toward a gathered condi-
tion, drew the erronecus conclusion
that edch local was governed inde-
pendentlv.  Whereas each local con-
gregation was a complete representa-
tion of the whole in its functioning,
From the old Evening and Morning
Star {reprinis) “we gather that the
Palmyra Seer and his associates con-
templated the same: organic 1dea in
their church building.

A SERMONETTE
How

The Remission of Sins;
Secured

Mancapet Macerrcon

sodv? o tuet Frasments!  When we
sartake of the sacrament we partake

5f the WHOLE CHRIST. 1Ina rep-
esentative war, il HE. cores,”
ae put on Chrict We partake more
»f His nature. are better able to rep:
‘esent Him in our life's experietice.
[ust so with the church, wherever it
s established there the body of Christ
hould be completely represented. To

Gy
A

The remission of sins like faith and
repentence is not confined to one place
in the Gospel because it is so generally
needed all along the line of life
Therefore, we find it given through
different ordinances as well as
through the direct application of the

blood of Christ to the penitent child

of God,

talke about ;{n{ié‘g}endéht Cﬁngfsgatiﬂn- '

We all recoznize that, “Waithout the
shedding of blood there is no remis-
sion.” . Because, had Christ not died
the whole Gospel scheme would have
been inoperative.  But through the
lite, death, and resurrection of the
Lord Jesus the whole Gospel machin-
ery was set in motion; each part per-
forming its intended portion of the
work —~Romans 5: 10: Hebrews 9:13
171 Cor 15212208

We first meet a remussion of sins
in the ordinance of baptism, which
ordinance is a répresentation of the
death, burial, and resurrection of the
Savior=—Rem. 6:1-2.  Nor is this
representation merely in the outward
form, for the actual benefits that ac-
crue from the death, burial and resur-
rection of Christ are obtained in bap-
tismy, viz. a remission of sins and an
entrance into divine life

“John did baptize in the wilderness,
and preach the baptism of repentance
for the remission of sins/’—Mark 1 4

“Repent and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins.”’—Acts 2:38.

“And now why tarriest thou? Arise
and be baptized and wash away thy
sins.—Acts 22:16.

“Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, ex-
cept a man be born of water and of
the Spirit he -cannot enter into the
kingdom of God."—John 3:5

“For as many of vou as have been
baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.— Gal. 3:27,

“The like figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now save us’—1
Peter 321,

This is an erdinance for those out-
side the church by which they may
receive the blessings purchased for
them by the sacrifice of Christ, that
they might receive a remission of their
sins and become “fellow citizens with
the saints and of the household of
God.”

Remission of sins is found also in
the sacrament oi the Lord’s supper.

This: holy service is one of the
sweetest and most touching of all the
ceremonies 11 the house of the Lord

“This do 1 rememberence of me”
said the Savior on the last evening
spent with his disciples before his
great sacrifice. ‘~

Some years ago while the writer
was cediting the Junior Quarterly a
brother wrote that he objected to the
statement 10 one of the lessons, that
partaking of the sacrament worthily
brings 4 remission of sins,

Lest there be some-among our read-
ers.who think as this brother did 1
shall: give my reasons for believing
pardon is obtained through the sacra-
ment.

We have seen that for those out-
side the Kingdom of God there is a
special ordinance for the forgiveness
of sins. s God less mindful of them
after thev have become his children




®

that he provides no ceremony within
his church through which thev may
be cleansed from thﬁ:i transgressions
and enjoy communion and fellowship
with himn?

Ah, noo e aistituted the sacra-
ment of the Lord's supper that we

might unitedly appear before him in
mnocency. to commune with him and
cach other and partake of divine life
together.

When jesus introduced the saera-
ment -hie said; as he passed o his di-
seiples the blessed and broken bread:

“Take, eat; this is my body”

And as he passed the wine;

“Drink wve all ef ity for Hhis s my
Blood of the new festament which is
shed for many hﬂ' the remission. of
sins”—Matt. 26: 26 to 28

Why does Fesus make such a close
connection betweén the bread and wine
in sacrament and the breaking of his
flesh and spilling of his blood on the
cross—so close, indeed, .that he said
“This s omy hody” . “This s my
blood.”

184t not that we might realize; as
we otherwise could tot, Lhat the actual
result of his saerifice on Calvary flows
to us through the partaking of the
sacrament?

How wnpressive he made ity “This
s any blood-—which is sz&ed S

for if FeRILSOn

Awain  latter days the sacrament
is Cailed “The  flesh and blood of
Christ = Book of . Commandments
2432

‘We are sort this was changed
to vead: “Dr and wine, the em-
blems of ﬂ‘m shoand blead ot
Christ. == & €178

How distant this appedrs compared
%12%; the Luf’g

“Whoso
n3 blood

i; xm‘m@i{m

ham U i
115, ei‘s gha\ it »;zy g’f&s; is meat
s drink indeed”

F e, Atis %ﬁ}rs’f&{i i wine, but
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The sacrament after Christ and the
animal sacrifices before Chnst seem
to fill the same place.

Before Christ came the people were
taught of his coming by acted prophe-
cies.  The animal sacrifices portrayed
daily before their eyes the sacrifice
the sont of God would make when he
came,

The blood of ammai» never did, of
itself, bring a remission of sins; but
when the people of God, looking for-
ward to the sacrifice of Christ, oi-
fered a‘lamb, they received the actfuol
benefits flowing from the deoth of
Christ—a rémission of sins and spiri-
tual blessings. - Christ stood faithfully
back of his representative,

The - sacrifices. were offered by
Command of God—so is the sacra-
ment.

They were offered fr equenﬂym«sc» 15
the sacrament.

They represented the slam body of
our Lord—-so does the sacrament.

They were for disciples only-—s0 is
the sacrament

They were to remind the people of
Gzod that Christ should die to bring
them remission of sing and the bless:
mgs of divine life. The sacrament is
to remind the people:of God that
Christ has died to bring them a re-
mission of sins and the blessings of
divine life
The sacrifices were to keep the oi-
fering Christ should make before the
people until he should come. - The
sacrament s to keep the offering
Christ has made hefore the people un-
til he corhes again.

Omne smyust at least hold Aarenic
authority to be permitted to offer the
sacrifices—so with the sacrament.

The sacrifices properly represented
the death of the Savier; and m doing
so transmitted to the true worshipper
the actual benefits of his death-—the
remission of sins and divine favor,

Tr o the ceremony for the healing

. of the sick the Lord once more places

on the altar of his ordinances the

and
it isothe sgerifice Christ
made for as, which brings to us a
remission - of cowr s and fills our
souls with life divine.
As often as the sacrament is spread
before ws we have a representation
of the death of Christ i1t our midst;
and when God sends a representative
whether it be an ordinance or a man

spiritus

blessing of the remission of sins.

“ls any sick among you?  Let him
call for the elders of the church; and
let them prav over him anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord; and
dée praver of faith shall save the sick
and the Lord shall raise him up; and
i he have committed sms they shall
be forgiven him.—Jas. 5:14-15.

”” o body-sick,

%‘i{, Stans §‘> %}riia\ ;§ that Yﬂ,i«
vith all the power of his ﬁgma?ml
vaslice.

Therefore,
sacrament:
“his 15 my

when He savs of the

“This is my . body”
blood—which is shed for
£ 7 He s standing
3 nial vepreseniative with
all the power of his ‘?@Y‘«m}ai presence
unto th, res % oo sing and the

e

3 L s 1 %
sin=sick soul!

By this ‘we can understand why
?ﬁsua said to the man @*ci: of palsy,
who asked for healing: “Son, be of
good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.”
Z Mat 92

How good it is of the Lord to
place in fhe ordinance for the sick a
blessing *frn ‘mf& spirit as well as the

1 sordtir et AR e sl

hecause the spirit is tmub}ed zmd ti’zar .
balm of peace to the spirit is often

_more necessary than hca{mg to the

body.

On one occasion, when su’fferiﬂg
from rheumatism I asked for admin-
istration. - While going to the chair
to be administered to, the Spirit of
the Lord said t6 me, “1f T give vou
but one of the blessings vou are seek-
ing, which will you take, the spiritual
or the physical?” I promptly repkeé
“Tll-take the spiritual’”

The Elder, knowing nothing of thxs
proceeded to administer and was led
by the Spirit to confer only spiritual
blessings upon mie, not even mention-
ing the affliction of the body. But
1 received the greater blessing, and
like Paul; could glory in my affliction.

How beautiful it is when the Elder
discerns the spiritual requirements as
well as the physical, and prays for
both, . The body and spint are so
closely united that when one suffers
the other suffers with if, and an ad-
ministration which mentions the body
only is something only half complete.

Some years ago a sister who was
dying called for administration. She
said to the elder “I do not expect to
be healed: I am dying. I donot fear
to go, but I fear the agonies of death.
1 want to be relieved of this! The
Flder admimnistered to her for this pur-
pose and in a short while she peace-
fully passed away.

Besides the sacrament and ordin-
ances through which remission of sins
comes to penitent souls, there 1s an
mgimduai approach  to the throne
which is open to all God’s children.

“1f we walk in the light as he is
in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
i, Tf we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive our
sins and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.~—1 John 1:7, 9.

“Forgive and ve shall be forgiven.”

Luke 6:37.

“Forgive us our debts as we for-
give our debtors. For if ve
forgive ~men  their trespasses, yout
heavenly Father will also forgive you:
but if you forgive not men their tres-
passes neither will your Father for-
give your trespasses.”—Mat. 6:12, 14,
15

These conditions must obtain in the
heart before pardon comes, whether
we receive it through our secref pray.
evs, or at the altar of sacrament or
through the ordinances of the gospel
In each case the Lord gives the bless-
ing, and he gwes it according to the'
ciimne Iaid down in hise Waord :



'Pé,ge%é} '
When The Heart Starves
When with @ starving heart, midst
pressing throngs
We see no face, which turns
our own,

With that response that speaks from
soul ‘to soul

Inkandling eves, or sympathizing tone

Ahthen, thoe myriads press on évery
sides

When the heart starves—we feel we
are alone.

s toward

We question why our bleeding feet
must climb

The dizzy heights, o’er sorrows ragged
peak;

Why we have niissed
tle hands,

And the caress of
spealk ;

Tor tho'we know
beside-—

Yet, when the heart starves, man of-
tirhes is weak.

the touch of lit-

lips-and eves that

outr Savior walks

When, blinded b;» &‘m pain, with B:m—

dimmed eye

We Lift ‘our i&\?‘fb to God’s shining
blue,

And struggle on—a prayer upon.our
lips

That He will give us strength to bear
us, through, ~

Then—ah yes then,
bowed souls

And bids them rise—and thrills our
hearts anew.

e touches our

And when we see within each throb-
bing breast,

The ghostly shadows in our brother’s_

heart,
We love him more ; and reach a sooth-

ing totich;
Forget our pain,

ter part”
This from the

and “choose the bet-

store God grants to

each of us
The. crumbs we share, allay heart-

hungers smart.
Charlotte Dryden
1922

The - author of  the above heart
searching  lines, “unifed with  the
Church. of Christ shortly after. the

Reorganization went under  Supreme
Control. ~ She is the author of MRy
beautitul poems and: has contributed

to the leading magazines of the coun-
oy We “x&feicume her enriching
thoughts so. charmingly expressed. —
TR
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What's im A ?‘é ame?

I think tl

Latter Day S
en after Edward I ¢ came 1o
Missouri. I'b " they had

a book that the ‘Boolk
Commandme:
?mfzx :
Org.
zmi v
in the Eumk Fmon ‘:;Eu:a the
Church of }aﬂif Chs »i of Latter Day
Saints, or the Reogrganized Chureh of
Jesus Christ of Latter Pav Saints”
Some pojph have contended that
Nephi, Lehi and many ﬁ‘f the prophets
of €md i referring to the church in
he |
of the First Born,
Pamb of God, etc.,
g:o«%wru'%t}, the
i heir-idea but th
£ that all ¢h
f5to the 1 when the
irned pur to-earth:to
DUte in zw' eﬁ to the name

I 1

fastidays, have calle fi it the Church
the Church of 'the
and: quote many,
%um‘zws 1o
¢y

Tose sight
Trved :’mf{

veh, et n as plain
as words can make 1, “Xou st be

ﬁf;m‘ 5

JTrand to prevent
opername bmng dpr;hf_d
to hk ¢ wu%z He tells them “to take
upon you hrist which is

{:?Jls;(?

the name of Chy

my name.”

i, no fson
all off and
elves by His

them that that

§ : ii out b}“ name w E}G
A answer to the name, Church of
C hri ist 7 i

Not-the Methodists, nor the
?)apuwtb, nor any oi the sectarian
creeds, for i 5

thev -all have 1
and aré known by

11 {1 z‘Ch
,1 }‘cis 1%?

humble en
day o answer ¢
Church of Christ.
todtseveral - himes
ifﬁndaﬂtx to law suits,
prot o1 ;pe“éx iﬁ‘%:E
( umh

hope ¢ that we will
that rczit tiay whe

s:@ mi
the

z;,z"zswm”ﬁé
thas {:‘ic»

not be

(ﬂ: ta{3d§§ of 'msz §
the Church in D C. 16 para-
t 5 3)’“ the
e it they
, they can
dom of His
:m, to have
hat pame

ThL e s

fmm«v of Christ
den’t answer to
have no place in ' f
Father © Reader
f{ ;ﬁ*}ae itk

AR S TRLLINE A

cv st be ealled by his name
sire ‘to be His Chureh, 11
they be called by some man’s name,
then tl 1ey are a man’s Church
he first time the Church answered
officially to its new name was in its
conference in 1835 and then its new
name- was given by a man made by a
man ; and reader, whose Church must
it be who answers to any other nanig
save the one Christ gave, which was
His own. ; ,
It can be proven beyond a doubt:
that the Lord commanded them to take
the name of Christ when the Church
was established in 1830 and the Church
was that day well pleasing in the sight
of God and was called the Church of
Christ. © Reader, if ‘the Church was
not ﬁgm in 1830, what hope have we
tod
Let us all get back
platform

T

onto the 1830
i name as well as theory.

Love

The dominating force in the world
today, should be LOVE.,  Arrayed
with the armament of Love means
vietory -and not defeat.  To put on
the robes of Love 1s a shield agamst
the attacks of the enemy, no weapon
they may use ¢an have its ¢ffect when
we thus robe ourselves. But the ques-
tion comes, “how many ‘of us are try-
ing to Cuhz‘“ te-this wonderful virtue,

We should find it in our homes, in
our’ religion, in our business, and in
every aveniie of our lives: but there
is a lack somewhere. Are we respon-
sible for 1t7 11 we are; there is not
z doubt in the world but what some
of the cause 15 laid at our door, then
it is time that we awaken toour duty
and help to strengthen the powers of
Tove in our homes, churches; ete.

Love is the beautifier: love is the
wonderful angel that can get music
out of the common sounds of the
carth; love can soften hard hearts, and
change ill-témpers; love can brighten
a home or church service and place
things upon loftier heights. Love s
better than houses or fdﬂ{ls, silver or
WJE{L honor or fame, the love that is
the true love of Godo With the true
Te e of Godin your heart’ you ‘will
e a ready saumcg, vou will have

}oﬁ)earazlcc have: faith in . one an-
other, be wzﬂm;g togive a helping
hand, and vou will ‘have the courage

to endure a trial and persecution, and
wt come what may, vou will with

ing. heart.and.contrite Spirit, . for-
aﬁé things whatsoever they may
e, Love will enable us to fulfill all
he Jaw, not a part of it.

Mr. Mm,x}, says, 'Li the love of
God iz shed abroad in }*a:mr hearts,
you will ‘be able o fulfill the law.”
James 2: 89, veads, “If ye fulfill
the roval law according to the serip-
ture, Thou shalt love ﬁn’ neighbor as

ERLLANEE Lot oG T E s

SERORELPS £ ‘qunm, P
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spect O persons, ve comumit sin, and
are convinced of ‘he law as: trans-

gressors.”

Just ‘how great our love should be
is plainkv told us in 1 John 3116
“Hereby perceive we the love of {mu,
becanse He laid down His life £
and we ought to lay
for the hrethren.”

FAnd walk
loved us; and
us an offe
for sweet-sm
“in the writ
tinid these

TOT us.
down. our hives

Christ hath
5 m&wi‘{ for

rank Crane we
soa very deep

truth that ev u‘v one- of us c,‘}ughn to
rightecusness

learsy; thats there i -no
without h)w

Ngman cande : 3
There is no such ‘imfw as wi& right-
COUSNEss,

The one thing that

foundly

linked with'n ve ~ality
g precisely could not
do’” - Jesus, hohis supreme. skill
with hearts, beat mf* whaole body of

ancient laws inte one s of steel,

@wqw:dszui wiih Love, Love God,
' hat h A4

{1 in - Love, - don't
economize in ity give it away, and to-
MOTToW: you shall “have more than

ever. Love is like the barrel of meal
and the cruse of oil of the widow of
7211*{“«&%’& whiah the more

more

brge——1s now.

And the time of Love, Love's only
Story; may we suggest 1o each —one
affiliated with the Church of Chiist
that we make a new resolution and try
carnestly and w cﬂ to remain true to
it, that from ?E is day on we shall gird
Gurselves with the armour of Love;

1%153 true Love of God, that thereby we
G Bt SRS

g B e S R

st
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to overconie cver vtimw which
we feel might be i?(ffluﬁf‘liiai to the
ause; to %fmd ready to serve and give
best whick 18 within us, fo émst
s other, be faithiul to each other;
to protect eac h other. Let no unkind
word or deed mar the beauty of our
TLove for each other and the Cause
of Christ. “v%”;éaf“wz* petty - differ-
ences we may have, lay then aside and

the

be willing to forgive and forget. For
our XL’L\ er hm tadght us, i( give us

b

our I

we imgwe those
who t s againfﬁt ug.”
Your sisterin Chris
M. U Derry

Ommah ;f_g

David Whitmer
Some time ago we took it upon us
to publish the p&m;s’ﬁ"t as originally
published by, David Whitmer. = We
wish to assume all responsibility in
connection  with our associate 1 the

l\ ebr,

task, Brother Fronson of  Indepen-
dence. - The Church of  Christ n
no wise obligated to indorse it. « Not

the least. ~ We inay be permitied how
ever to submit some reasons why we
p}mmae'k it

As’a student of this latter day work
examining it from eveéry szf%e with
a view to gaining a correct account
i were ¢ ;zz(mmui in the
vl of ‘the early Church,

g pe

deehin

we were struck ‘with the remarkable
analysis as set forth by Brother Whit-

s that takes up the Mor-
FOm "’; to 7. The most

mer,

it worle i
that ét ancor. . He
wrote in th Waster, and
althaugh d s of

the Church vet he wrote in the spirit
oflove,

This man was persecuted in a most
brutal mannper  as instanced in  the
Danite order, that was handed him
to: get out of “Far West, giving him
18 hours to do so at the peril of

oniy 4
his kife. There was ﬁ‘nns» eriminal
man, all

mum\a ih c‘
the “vears
‘?e;‘ire in

winister of
ving to de-
iy of his testimony, was
o oand runa livery
ﬁi’:z those days most everybody
,ami if ~the record was all
¢ addicted to the
some  peo-
moval to Richmond,
he continued. to- reside
5, the citizens
ma volunteered
probity, and
hat ’ﬁms; ne ver nv-m sam;}a:-,s«
was not fixed

seither

uid stun

carme from the
e place from.all

walks of Iif
ahringt

Tt thie #ime 1887 that
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he was impressed to give forth his
testimony in relation fo Mermonism,
with a view to preserving it to future
generations. - Had he not done. so,
many of us would have found 1t much
more dif ficult to reach a solution of
some of the problems with which
Mormenism is afflicted today.

We do not think that his work is
absolutely - free of blemishes.  We
doubt whether there ever was a book
published by -anyone that was free
from faults, - It is not ia the power
of - the human, himseld an imperfect
being, to print a perfect product. Such
men are not born nowadays. The
very excellenit article of Brother Mo-
ler as appearing in this number will
certify. to some of the mistakes in
that work.

Whatever the mistakes that are
found in the work, we do not think
them of such a character as to dis-
qualify ‘Brother Whitmer, 45 a one
time living witness to the things he
saz and heard. - His testimony when
corroborated by others, ‘s’ simply m-
vineible. In a work of the calibre of
David Whitmer’s, one naturally looks
for the big vital issues as affecting the
Mormon situation, and on those mat-
ters we think he was reasonably ae
curate ; and whatever the mistakes he
made along other lines, they do not
affect the grand whole.

For  instance, Brother . Whitmer
thinks that the Twelve who were
called to Tabor on this continent, should
not be called Apostles. It is his po-
sition that ‘only ﬂu original Twelve
who were set apart by Jesus in Pales-
fine, are entitled to the name. We
think however, that our good Brothar
overlooked  a statement as found i
the Record of the Nephites, wherein
Jesus giving instructions to  the
Twelve whom He had selected on this
land, Sa%d to them:

“Ve shall call on 1 the Father in my
name - mighty prayer; and after ye
have done this, ye shall have power
that on him, whom ve shall fav your
hands. ye shall give the Holy Ghost :
and in my name shall ye give it, for
thus do mine apostles.

There can be no doubt but that the

Savior was here assigning duties to
his Twelve which he declared was
apostalic. - And = because Brother
Whitmer cannot see 1t this way, we
are not disposed to condemn his writ-
ings. . Nor do we think that this mis-
take of Brother Whitmer’s, was suf-
ficient to destroy. confidence in the
man, wherein® he writes on other mat-
ters palpably plain

In a public ‘meeting with Apostle
Curtis he denounced David as being
doty, and hence incapable when he
wrote his pamphlet. ~And yet that
same ‘apostle has. doubtless heralded
his (h*mg testimony all over the land
as the simon pure essence of veracity.
With equal propriety the world coa{d




alsa denounce that testimony as dot

age. ls it not a fact that the events
ol early vears, recall thanselves with
wnusdal clearness, to many minds, as
they draw near to the close of “their
career?

The rwzgiﬁg of David Whitmer is
one of the sweetest pages of modern
storv. 1t records the passing fo 2
great man of God. David Whitmer
as one of the three witnesses ‘to the

existence  of the Dook o Mormon

plates, and as one who heard the voice
of the angel, will ever remain a sin-
gular character and his festimony as
true unfil the latest edge of eternity

He is referred toin the Ba{}k of Mor-

paom itself, and certainly would scarce-
1y have been sel

lected as 4 witness un-
less he possessed  qualities of rare
merit,

It is said that he suffered himself
to be appointed a presiding leader of
one of the Tactions of Mormonism.
in this he is not 1o be blamed alto-
gether, since he had been ordained as
a t}mphu seer-and revelator by Jo-
seph Smith himiself, i1f we can believe
the testimony of those times. Indeed
several had been ordained to-1he same
otfice inchuding such men as Hyrm
Smith,  Sidoney Rigdon and. others.
And 56 out of the confusion 0f those
times, it is but natural that Brother
Diavid, as well as others, retained some
of the prevailing errors. But he was
ever rgatiy to renounce mistakes as
soon as he discovered them: This is
the saving guahity of dny man,

The inflexible honor of the man
was displayed in his life long fidelity
to the manuscript of the Book of
Mormon Atone time $50,000.00 was
within his grasp if he would but sur-
render that manuscript to the repres
sentative of Utah Mormonism.  But
true as steel, he retained 1t to the last,
Is it any marvel that in his passing
to his well  earned rest;. a heavenly
glow Tighted his countepance.” !

A }ié‘i e ‘while ago T received a te-

markahle communication from a mems
ber ol the Reorganized Church greatly

disturbed over the conditions that -had
arisen since the adoption of 5. DL €
In her anguish she sought the Lord
for light not knowing which way o
Cturns A response was given her, It
came from Him to whom she prayed.

ZIOM'S AE}Y{){Z&TE

es; Which One Is Right?

A quesiion very freguently asked
“How can God have two Churehs
g5t 1 ours 18 the risht Chinch then

the Church of {h1~,5t is not the right
Chureh”  This comes fo us from
members of the Reorganized Church,
In . answer we would say that God
blesses the people in all ¢hurches, not
because of any endorsation of the pe-
culiar errors they may entertain; but
because of the honesty and’ sincerity
exercised by those who are doing the
best they know how.

It is true that Christ or canized but
one Church, whether in ancient or
modern ‘times: And the one Church
which God was particularly inferested
in, at the time of bringing forth His
Marvelous Work and a Wonder, was
the Church that He established by the

word of His will . Of this He said
“The only true and living Church up-
on the face of the whole earth with
which T the Lord am well pleased.”

Now of what Church did the Lord
thus speak?  Why the Church that
was in existerice at that time.. At the
time o1 delivering this message it was
Nov. 1,71831, B, C. 1: and Book
of Com 1.

Now if one will take the trouble to
fook mmto the Church in existence at
that time, he will - discover a far dif-
ferent Church from that which was
subsequently developed. 1t had no
Presideney in it of the First Presi-
dency type.  Provision had been made
for the selection of  Apostles.  Sev-
eral had already been desionated, of
whom: Joseph, . Oliver, amd David
Whitmet” were three.  There was no
High Council at that time. There was
16 wmpz}atmn of revelations known
as  the o Docirines and  Covenants
There was however, a Book known
as-the Book of Commandments. It
ig: alluded to in the very revelation
wherein the Tord expresses the above
pleasure. i the above reference

Tnd
is taken from the Preface to the Book
The first para-

of Commande
graph of this revelation reads as fol-
imm, ‘

“A Preface or instruction unto the
Book of Commandments, which were
given of the Lord unto His Chuich
through him whom He appointed un-
to.this work by the voice of His saints
through the prayver of faith: this

immh bumz m;ﬁmvﬁ} according to

Shie was instructed to read the writ
ings of David Whitimer. - At the time
she did not know that Brother David
ever published any writings. ‘Having
a copy of his original pamphlet on
hand, T Joaned his writings to her
And out of those writings the sister
has found peace to her soul. Those
writings led her inte the Church of

he witlof Him who rules all things,
on the sixth zf%&}.; of April in the vear
of our Lord one thousand eight hund-
red and thirty”

Thus it a ‘mpcazg that the one Church
with which the Lord was well pleased,
is that Church in existence at the time
of - delivering  the dimve message of
approbation,

- Now for anyone to take this revela-

Does God Have Two Chuychﬂ proved the r:imrch at a htt’t‘ c‘}ate,

when so many things were added is
pure assumption.  Indeed it was not
long 1mtil God had to speak in con-
demnatory terms of  that  Church
which in 1831 was under His approba-
tion. Here is: what he Saé& one vear
later:

“And your minds in thmes past have
been darkened because of unbelief, and
because vou have treated lightly the
things you have received, which van-
ity and unbelief ‘hath brought the
whole  chuwrch  under condemnation.
And this condemmnation i‘esieth npon
the children of Zion, even oll; and
they shall remam under this condem-
notion. wmtil they repent and remem-
ber the new covenant, even the Book
of Mormon and the former command-
ments which [ have given them, not
only to say, but to do according to
that which I have written” Doc &
Cov. 83:8,

Now who will argue that the church
at this time, the time of giving this
revelation which was Sept. 22, 1832,
was the acceptable Church of Christ,
such as it was at the time of giving
the former revelation of appmxza}*‘

Somie miay think that the Church
afterwards repented and returned fo
her formeér status and so the full fa-
vor: of God returned anto her. That
can be: readily determined if we will
just read on to the end of the para-
graph. He exhorts theni to ‘bring
iorth fruit ‘meet for their Father's
kingdom  OTHERWISE. there re-
maineth a scourge and 4 judement to
be poured out upon the children of
Zion”

Now if in our investigation, we finul
that'the sconrge and the judgment did
wndeed visit the Children of Zion, may
we not safely conelude that the} did
not repent and remember the Book of
Mormon and the former Command-
ments?

Yes the scourges came, and they
were tervible. ©  They bepan ‘shortly
after - the deliverance of the above
revelation as manifest in their being
driven from Jackson county and ulti-
mately out of the whole State

Nor did they stop with their expul-
sion from Missouri they continued un-
til they were broken up at Nauvoo,
1L, and their Temple was burned.
Thenceforth they were scattered to the
four winds, and we find them i fras-
ments here and there stretched out
from California to Penusylvania and
from Beaver Island in bake Michi-
gan to Texas on the south

These scourges tell a tale in the
light  of the prophecy concerning
thent, that speaks with no uncertain
sound as to the d%sf%m of God upon
the Church. “And mar k you, that dis-
favor was to remain “until they repent
and remember the New Covenant even
the Book of Mormon and the FORM-




say but 1o do according to that which
1 have written”

- Now it is only a little task for one
to take up the Book of Mormen and
the former Commandments, which in
this instance refers to the compilation
of commandments which were pub-
lished by direction of "a revelation
from the Lord and the order of the
Church.  Let us therefore, look there-
in-and we will have the answer to our
question as to which Church God is
“well pleased with.”’ It is the Church
that harmonises with the Church as
set up in 1830,  That Church, and
that only, can be the right Charch,

Now the thing that has brought
much confusion to the Church is the
presumption that the approbation, as
expressed in the Prefatory revelation,
was said concerning the Church that
prevailed up to the time of 1844, They
who had charge of publishing these
revelations in the first edition of the
Doctrine and Covenants are responsi-
ble for the confusion; for instead of
publishing this communication as it
was first published in the Book of
Commandments, they deliberately and
willfully omitted publishing the open-
ing paragraph. It was leit out alto-

gether. . That sin of itself, reveals to
wha_t depth of wickedness the leaders

of the Church were falling, when they

would thus interfere with what was
reputedly the Word of the  Lord.
Now = the ‘publishing ~of that first
paragraph in the Doc. and Cov. would
clarify. the matter. It was spoken
concerning “THIS CHURCH BE-
ING ORGANIZED ACCORDING
TO THE WILL OF HIM WHO
RULES -ALL THINGS, ON THE
SIXTH DAY OF APRIL, IN THE
YEAR OF OUR. LORD ONE
THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED
AND THIRTY?

Now if our honest questioner really
wishes to know which Church is the
right Church, let him go back to that
pumf? when God expressed His ap-
probation; and then with the Bible
and Book of Meormon in hand and 2
copy of the former Commandments
before hin, ‘he will soon determine
swhich is the right Church

In those days he will not find a
Church with any First Presidency, nor
vet a Church controlled by the muti-
lated revelations that appear in the
Doctrine and Covenants. He will not
find a Church with a: High Council,
notvet with an altered name. - It was
thencalled wthe . “Chureh of Christ.”
He will not-find anything taught such
as a hineal Presidency, nor a Book of
Abraham as Dbelieved in during the
early davs of the }\mrgam/&hsﬁ He
will not find anv baptism for the dead
nor anvthing like supreme directional
control. 1t was a Lhurcb pledged to
comunon. consent.

Itis the qmwie cffort (}f the Chureh

B e e a5

had His favor,

Church as e%tabhsh&d b}f the Loré in
the beginning, and which at that time

In doing so, it will
not be hard to answer the question as
to which is the right Church.

Editorial Briefs

Our short visit to Toronto was
rendered pleasant in the brotherly re-
ception accorded me by Elder Weaver
who is one of that brave body of Pro-
testers alwavs ready to cast off an
error in exchange  for - a  truth
Through his kindly efforis we were
permitted to occupy the hall he has
been using in his efforts to keep the
protestors together.  We had a most
enjoyable time with them noting that
they; as we, were in earnest in Tinding
a solution to the distresses agitating
so many. Brother Weaver is a walk-
g encyclopedia of information and
is ready fo investigate the merits of
the issues of the hour with any: of
them. While Apostle Curtis was there
trying to save the situation against
the coming of Elder T. W, Williams
he did not hesitate to challelige the
champion of the 5. D. C. Church to a
public investigation. . For some rea-
son or other the Apostle did not feel
to go into the matter,

Very recently we received an ur-
gent request from a leéading repre-
sentative of the Keorganization to say
or do nothing that might endanger
any coming together of the Church
of Christ with the Reorganization.
His plea was to do all things possi-
ble to bring about the union of all
the factions of Mormonism, eliminat-
ing the errors that had accrued to
Church. - To this we can say a hearty
“Amen” Andiif we were permitted
to suggest a plan whereby this might
be. carried out we would suggest to
follow the lines as suggested in a
signed article appearing in the Herald
during the sumnmer of 1925, in which
it was. urged that we return to the
Cause of 1830 Any time that the
Reorganization or-any other faction
of Mormonisn is disposed: to take up
the question of getting together on
the basis of the 1830 program;
feel that there will be a generous re-
sponse from the Church of Christ to
talk it over. Why not?

To the membership of the Church
the Angel ‘Message is dear..  That

‘message was delivered in the early

visions of Joseph Smith and in the
Book of: Mormon.
enough..in. these, together with  the
Recmd of the Tews to find a common
ground of action. Incidentally how-
ever we may ‘say, that so far ‘as the
Church of Christ is concerned it will
not be possible to gather around the
mistakes of 1835 nor the errors of
1840-1844. " A hundred years of Mor-
monism, expw:mﬁﬂung with the un-
scriptural levelopments of 1835-1844

we.

surely there is

raén:ai of us, ihat zf stccess is t@ be
reached and the work to be done as
indicated by the ‘Lord, we must fake
up the Cause where the Angel and
the Prophet left it in 1830, not un-
mindful however of subsequent reves
lations that made for the unfolding of
the original Cause ,

The writer is at present engaged i
a - series - of omeetings at Centralia
Wash. . We find here a devoted band
who are holding the fort and laboring
nobly in work entrusted to all
Church was comfortably filled last
night. - The subject was the Signs of
the Times It is good to unsling the
old thenies of growing interest: Never
was the world so disturbed as now.
And the only answer to all their prob-
lems 1s the mission of the Church of
Christ.

Sandpoint, 1dabo is basking in thf‘
blessings of God. = Elder Deeter is
serving as the presiding Elder ably
assisted by all in the work committed
to all

To the many friends of Elder New-
by we wish to say that he is running
a store in Sandpoint.  This Brother
has had an unusual experience in the
mission field in the past wherein God
used him in an unusual manner. He
still loves the truth and is ever ready
to meet the opposition ;

To the several enquirers as to who
the writer was of the excellent let
ter from Minneapolis we are permit
ted to say it 'was nene other than UL
der Arthur Smith, the yvoungest son
of the late Alexander Smith, the pre-
siding  Patriarch of the Reorganized
Church.
his lot with us and is-doing splendid
work  as pastor: of the Minnecapolis
Church, .

News just reaches us of a splendid
dde@atmn from  California. making
read\: to- attend the coming General
Conference of the Church of Christ.
We are sure that the noble Saints of
Independence will do all in thier power
to take eare of one and all

Sunday the 6th will long be remem-
hered by us as. a dav of wonderful
blessing with the Denver Chureh. The
Colorado Springs Chureh met with us.
From beginning to end it was one con-
stant streamer of inspiration. Several
revelations manifested in tongues and
interpretation were received.  Elder
Clarence Wheaton of the Twelve was
with us. The order and peace of the
Church at this place 1s to be com-
mended.. To the writer it was a Bint
of what the endowment will be like
when the Master shall meet with his
people:  Denver has some splendid
material whomi the Church in general
will vet hear from.

Elder Cox of Centralia whose repu-
tation as a battler for the fruth bds
followed him lo these many years is
doing ime sefute as paﬁfmr of the

SR N AR Ea

fd et la e sienireaoe

£ w

The

Brother Arthur has cast in



Page 44

ing as well as could Dbe expected
Surely within their home one witness-
es the spirit of the Master both in the
long suffering patient and in the ten-
der attention of husband and" daugh-
ter.

“Tam now vour Brother in very
deed. T know you will be pleased to
hear that, - The climax came just after
you left. I was informed just after
vou left here that I ought not to preach
although they knew the position 1
held.

T felt that sooner or later the cloud
would burst, so T prayed God to guide
my feet and soul into the port of
Peace. T had a beautiful answer 1o
prayer and T fasted for light, and re-
ceived instructions.  You will see my
dream and its interpretation in the
‘Advocate’ this month if we are in
time. Tt is with joy that we are able
to see in the future a few of the faith-
ful coming to the Standard, we realize
that the spirit of Humbleness must
crown our efforts and that the Spirit
of God must guide.

Whatever . the Church wants me to
do in the humble way 1 will do 1t, 1
want to follow the commands of God,
which turn to blessings if obeyed.

We dare happier in many ways since
we ‘made the change, a load seems to
he lifted from our shoulders, and we
trust “that our conmection with the
Church of Christ will never be the
means of bringing disgrace o stain
Bt that we may become a Tight that
is sef on a hill”

From St Thomas, Ont., comes the
good news of the transfer of member-
ship - of “Brother  James Simons the
Pricst and the only real preacher the
Reorganization had in that City. We
had the pleasure of preaching one
night in that place very recently and
we are gladdened by the news that
several applied for: membership im-
mediately after’ we left. We submiit
the following excerpt from the letter
of Brother Simons.

The several Churches should take
immediate action as to whether they
wish 4 delegate Conference ora mass
Conference. 1§ a Delegate Confer-
ence is desired it will mean- that
the Churches may be represented at
the General Confererice by whomiso-
ever they mav delegate to represent
them or if a mass Conference’is pre-
ferred it will m that the Confer-
enice will be carried on by those who
arein-attendance .at. the Conference
and of course in any event it is ex-
pected that the several Churches will
sustain the acts of the Conference as
the voice and vote of the whole. If
the Churches desire representation
through a delegation they may select
thev shanld appeint such delegation
from among the eldership. It has
been the rule of the Church of Christ
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Conferences. Thisis in harmony with
the revelation known as the Articles
and Covenants of the Church of Christ
as found in the Bock of Command-
ments Chap:. 24 43, 61

It would-he well for those contem-
plating ‘attending the coming general
Conference to advise the people in
Independence of their intended com-
ing so.that due preparations may be
made to take care of them.  We are
unadvised -as to whom ‘to notify but
we feel that if due ndtice is’ sent to
Jrother Marshall Jamison the business
manager of the Advecate that he will
gladly take the matter in hand. Ad-
dress him Drawer 217, Independence,
Mo.

What about the renewal of your
subseription to the Advocate? It costs
s in round figores about $50.00 per
issue. May we not have your renewal
4t once together with a subscription
for some other one who may become
interested in our message?  We need
3 united effort to keep things a going.

At our last night service Monday
thé 14th, in Centralia; the Church was
packed. There is an unusual inter-
est among the cutsiders, - It is-a com-
fort to be permitted to discourse on
those themes that unfold the prophe-
cies and show up the coming forth of
the Latter Day work,  The Saints are
turning out splendidly as well as sev-
eral from the Reorganized Church.

Sister Sheldon having resigned from
the editorial staff of the Advocate the
duty of receiving all contributions for
the press devolves upon the reémaining
Editor. Address all communications
to Daniel - MacGregor, Drawer 217,
Independence, Mo.

A Visit to the Joseph Smith
Farm and Hill Cumorak

Sometime ago the writer and sev-
eral others made a trip from Niagara
Falls ‘to visit some historical places
in“the state.. We believe that every
member of the Church of Christ will
be interested in an account of our trip.

As you travel along the road your
attention-is-attracted-to- a-barn bear-

ing this' sign-——The Joseph Smith
Farm, This farm -i§ owned by the

Utah Church. He showed us around
the farm and made our time there
very interésting.

On the way to the grove, just be-
vond the barn, is a small creek, where
some of the first baptisms were per-
formed. This creck was so small it
was niecessary to use a dam to get the
required amount of water for bap-
tisms.

We wallked on down the lane to
the “Sacred Grove,” made sacred by
the admonitions JToseph reéceived there.

I the center of this grove is a large

tree, which we were told marks the
spot where Joseph came to pray and
Reneath this

sumsived Wi frret vigian

Owir prayers were truly heard for the
spirit of God was present to a great
degree. ‘

After leaving the grove we went to
the house. At your left as yvou enter
the front entrance, is the room where
some of the. plates were translated.
You can- see where the fireplac stood
that Josph hid the plates in when they
were hunted for by his enemies.

Going iip stairs we were taken to
the rooni where Moxoni appeared to
Joseph and gave hin instructions con-
cerning the plates and his duties re-
garding them. . This room contains
some old relics which weré used by
the Smith family.

Just back of the house is the re-
mains of the old stone fence. It was
while. climbing over this fence: that
Joseph fainted. . When he regained
consciousness  he “heard ‘the angel
speaking to him again, telling him to
tell “his father of the vision and the
commandments he had received.

Hill Cumorah is located about four
miles southeast of the farm. between
two villages, Palmyra, and Manches-
ter, New York. . It is the highest and
most peculiar shaped hill in that loca-
tron.

A lane leads from the road to a
farmhouse which sits at the foot of
the hill.  From here you can climb
to the top and it really is a climb; be-
fore you are through.

Almost to‘the top a wild rose bush
grows and people say it is here that
the plates were buried. The view
from this spot 1s wonderful.. The sur-
rounding country for miles, can be
seen-and when everything is green it
1s beautiful.

We gathered around this bush for
prayer and- the spirit of the occasion
will “live forever in our memories.
The songs we sang seemed to take
our minds back to: the early days of
the Church .in 1829-30,

This trip did us a lot of good and
made us feel proud that we live in the
state that gave birth to the “restored
gospel”

—Clifford Spilsbury.

A Real Missionary Story

Enroute from Independence to Den-
ver recently i company with Brother
Wheaton T was ‘permitted the cour-
tesy of looking into his digry. T was
interésted 'in learning of his first ex-
perience upon leaving: home without
purse or script. T asked him the privi
lege of using 1t for the Advocate. The
Brother kindly consented and so here
it is. We may say that we have sev-
eral real missionaries” who are only
waiting the hour when they may go
forth, "Oh- it is a real pleasure to go
forth in active service in suich a Cause:
—Fd.

Cetober 29,.'25-—Final preparations
were eomnletéd todav for me to make




pose of doing some Missionary work,
Grips all packed for an early start,
Odessa, Missouri to be the first point
of destination by invitation of A Mr.
Sruce.  Divided last change I-had;
consisting of .a few pennies, with: the
children, - having determined to  go
forth without purse or script. - After
pravers to bed for rest and an early
start. )

Oct. 30, 25—Up early and ready
for the start. - Breakfast over.  Pray-
ers for the welfare of the family in
my ahsence. - Fond farewells of An-
gela and the children taken:  May the
good Lord protect them.  The journey
begun.  Fear to look back lest I wa-
ver in my resolution and return back
to the arms of my-family. Could not
keep back the tears at departure, not
knowing when or under what condi-
tion I might return. Stopped: at the
Post Office for expected mail. "Had
a fine talk with Brother Daniel. Mac-
Gregor whom [ met as per previous
arrangeément up on the square, in
which he gave me much brotherly ad-
vice and counsel. Received first fin-
ancial help from two men who stop-
ped and talked to us during this con-
versation. This enabled ‘me to ride
part way on the street cars. Out on
the highway filled with hope and ex-
pectations  for a profitable journey.
Walked about an hour before I was
able to receive any assistance: A kind
hearted man stopped and gave me a
ride to the cross roads of Lees Sum-
mit and State highwav No. 2. Walk-
ing again. Picked up again and car-
ried to Grain Valley. Shades of eve-
ning are drawing around. = Determin-
ed to stop at a cousins, Sister Mirriam
Mason.  Directions to their home ob-
tained, started out agam. Picked up
again and carried to the lane that led
to the home -above referred ‘to,
Twenty-seven  miles covered today.
Welcomed by Sister Mason and her
husband; where T was provided with
a ‘warm supper and a comfortable
place to sleep. Had a fine talk with
both of them about home news and
the gospel. - To bed for a good night’s
rest.

Oct. 31, '25-=Up for an early start.
Brealfast over, farewells taken, and
the days journey begun. Rode to
town - with Mr. ‘Mason in his farm
wagon: ~ The morning  air was crisp
and inv im}ra‘zmg My mind reflected
upon the mercies of God and I thought
how wonderful was His creations as

* children’s horses.
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rounding country side, where they
could see the approach of preying
beasts.  So we also should be gath-
ered wocmer in Zion: for protection
where from the high-tower of right-
epusness we can observe the signs of
the time.

After walking for about an hour I
was picked up by-a voung man by the
name of Oscar Davis of ‘Memphis,
Tenn:, who carried me to Oak Grove.
There T-made several house to house
calls and distributed tracts-and drti-
cles of - faith. =~ With proper means gt
is possible that an opening could be
made here.© Not-having received any
leadings of the Spirit to tarry, I moved
on toOdessa the point of destination.
After-about half an hour’'s walking
Trwas picked up and carried to my
destination, Arrwmg therer I imme-
diately - inquired  the way to Mr
Bruce’s place.  Going there 1 found
that he was not at home and they did
not know when he would be home.
This brought my first disappointment.
I walked back to the main highway
filled with- doubts and misgivings: -1
seemed to be left alone, felt no inspira-
tion. 1 did wot know which way to
go. I was-in the state of mind where
I could easily have turned back and
laid down the work.
enveloped in a mist and did not koow
where I was going, but T decided to
keep on walkmff uni;z} E could make
up my - mind xx%m*{ to do. T found
myself traveling in the opposite direc-
tion from home. I walked many miles
foot sore and weary. It seemed  as
though I was deomed to disappoint-
ment and failure in that which T had
undertaken.  Few péople passed me
going ‘my direction, but there were
many. going in the diréction of Home
Sevet ai times T was the object of mi es
and raillery from passers by, which
in 'my discouraged condition was like
adding fuel to the flame.

As the shades of evening began to
draw around me 1 ecame to an-old
country school house behind which
was an old shed for sheltering the
I went into- it and
prayed for guidance. My whole soul
was poured out to God in the ang guish
of my spirit for 1 was sorely iwji
and down hearted. - My whole body
ached from the unusual &imin that
had been imposed upon . between
my heavy grip and. the exercise of
walking so far. But c?u;mg, this brief
cormmunion with the Father I received

viewed - in- the. early morning. light.
One thing particularly interesting to
me was a large flock of sheep gath-
ered together upon a high elevation.
As this picture was presented to me
1 could not help but see the similarity
between ‘the gathering of the. saints
and the sheep, as shown by Christ,
for they were gathered there for pro-
tection. fmm i,he S?emeﬂm where ?;he*

gl

omiort -and. st zf,m;z%"z I had passed
through the trial of my faith and had
C(mé}uﬁreé 1 was blessed with the
spirit of inspiration that flooded my
soul and brought - renewed %irength
and courage.  There was no turning
back now. 1 was prepared to go to
the ends of the earth if it should be
the Lord’swill. . My face was set firm»

é}f ahead: ”‘siv heart was lighter, my
ey gl e D R s g ST R
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dens of day had rolled awav and
1 was as fzm 1 and strong as [ was
when  starting out in the morning.
How 1 reioiced and praised God both
in word of mouth and by song.
swung into a quick active pace to the
tune of “My Faith Looks up to Thee, "
and }Lsm Lover of my Soul” |
went on and on. Dusk came on ane
I prayed God to direct me to a place
to stay all night. . T heard the rapid
approach ‘of a car in the distance be
hind me. I did not signal for a ride
for 1t was almost dark, but | heare
the driver shut off the engine and
the car came to a stop a few feef in
front of me. A young man addressed
me, offering me a ride in his car
Adter first friendly offertures were
made he shifted his grips and invited
me to ride with him.  Exchanging
the usual courtesies I found his name
was Mr. Hanlon of New \”'Orix. He
asked me how far 1.was going. I was
directed by the spirit to iel! h;m 1 was
going to St Louis. This seemed to
please him for he expressed himself
as pleased to have companionship on
so. long a journév, (Thus far I had
only traveled about forty miles in two
days-and’ 1t was two hundred and
eighty miles from Kansas City and
St Louis:) . Thus were my prayers
for help immediately answered and 1
was- fraveling in ‘a warm closed car
into the night to the place where the
Lord intended for me to make my
first Qpeaing_ T-told him my niission
and tatked to him of the gospel. My
manner of gﬁmg into the ficld awoke
in this man of the world an. admira-
tion and respect that was indeed cheer-
ing to e,  In the course of lime we
came to a cross roads lunch stand and
garage, where hot sandwiches were
obtained and the car replenished with
gas and oil. Our journey was then
continued with a bright moon over
head that: lighted our- way over hill
and dale and through a country side
dotted with pleasant- farms and vil-
lages. We arrived in Fulton, Missouri
about 1125 P M. My Hanlon ex-
pressed himself as being determined
to stop there for the night, and drew
up to the entrance to a hotel. Think
ing that it was the end ol my pleasant
trip with him T alighted and thanked
him  for ‘his kindness. Starting 1o
leave him he asked me where 1 was
going. . 1 replied that 1 was going to
find a place to stayv all night.  Here
was evidenced . another instance of
God’s. watchcare. over. e, for this
voung man smiling said, “¥You will do
ﬁmhm(r of the sort, for youware my
guest till we f*eac‘n St: Louis Pro-
ceeding to the hotel he secured a room
for each of us with bathroom facili-
ties. He invited me to make my toi-
let, after which we retired to the res-
taurant and obtained a hot meal. Thus
were the promises of old var ified by
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no time in falling on my knees and
~praising God for the way my sceming
defeat, was turned into a blessing.
Nov. 1, 25-Up at 5:30 cleaned
up and ready for the developments
of the day. My praver was that God
would soon open the way for me to
 preach the gospel.  Breakfast obtain-
ed, we proceeded on our way to St
T.ouis, where we arrived about 11:30
A M. Mr: Hanlon let me out at the
Public Library. T thanked him for
his kindrness. - He then revealed to me
that he was a Catholic and: member
of the Knights of Columbus. = My
praver to God was that he would bless
him for the kindly treatment afforded
one of His servants. © The greatness
of this city appalled me, for 1t was
the largest city 1 had ever been in.
Having obtained a sandwich with al-
niost the last morey [ had, I began
to make myv plans for the work ahead
of me. Remembering that Elder John
W, Rushton was located at 5t Louis
I spent the last of mv small store of
change for car fare to the Church
where I thought 1 might be able to
find ‘him, (for .it was Sunday). 1
arrived there just at the close of ser-
vices.  Being introduced by him to
several of the members 1 was invited
to go with him to one of the members
for dinner.  This brother where ‘we
stopped then took several of us for
a ride over the boulevards of the city,
after which he left me at the church.
Having nothing else to do I remained
for the evening,  where [ assisted
brother Rushton with the service
After the service 1 started to leave
not knowing ‘where I would stav for
the night nor-worryving for I had faith
that the Lord would pravide my every
need.  Asked where 1 was going I
told them T had no definite place to
go bt would find lodging somewhere.
for T was determined not to reveal
to them my financial condition for
fear that they would misconstrue myv
purposes in coming to “the  church,

However the Lord over ruled in the
matter and moved upon one of the
members to take me intu his home.
Going home with him T was provided
with a lunch after which we talked
the gospel storv till midnight m spite
of my fatigued condition. - Retired
that night with the assurance from
the Father that my opportunity for
preaching the gospel in that ¢ity ma
short time would come.

In the following davs T perfected

my plans for making my first attempt
to start'a series of meetings. The broth-
er where I stayed the first night gave
some money to us in prosecuting our
work, With this I reated a small hall
and prepared for meetings.  Obtain-
ing an opportunity to exchange some
labor for printing ‘T had some hand
bills printed which we diligently ¢ircu-
lated in the neighborhood of our miss

ZION'S ADVOCATE

The Lord blessed us in basket and in
store.  As the days went by, coal and
fuel, food and a place to sleep were
provided.  Each instance was an ex-
ample of the heavenly Father's watch-
ful care. Holding services here for
about: tén days we succeeded in con-
verting and baptizing several mnew
members into the Church of  Christ
who had formerly belonged o the
Catholic. Church, - One of the sisters
had at ‘one time contemplated being
a Nun.

Many other interesting bits: of in-
formation could be cited to prove that
if we go forth believing that we will
receive that which we ask for in faith;
but what has been said will suffice
Mayv these few experiences of the past
in which 1 was permitted to go forth
in the name of Christ and bless those
that 1 came in contact with through
the preaching of the gospel and ad-
ministering to the sick encourage oth-
ers to make the sacrifice for the cause
of Christ.  For [ testify to you sll
that if you will put your trust in God
and go ferth in faith that vou will
not only be able to preach the gospel
i Sword butoalse. i power,
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance~—C. L. W,

The Quest

{The following ‘interesting article
comes to us from one who for long
vears a devoted member. of the Re-
organization: has -diseovered its hol-
lowness.  She is looking. for the
Church of Christ:  She is keenly alert
as to what constitutes: the Church
Who can direct her fo it—FEd.)

Very early T came to fook upon life
as a great adventure,  As the years
came and went with their new and
varied experiences the more true did
this become to.me.

“We are all travelers on the great
highway of life seeking, secking, ever
secking, - For what are we seeking?
What is the object of our quest? For
somye 'fis happiness, for others service,
for others it is peace.
a Godly home, these weré things for
which I did not seek—they were my
heritage from the past.
back upon the vears 1 ask myself,
“Did I find happiness and peace in
my service in Latter-day-saintism?”
It seems so long since one had these
things, that we pause a moment be-
fore the answer comes, but after a time
it does come as sweet and ‘as clear ds
the chimes of a church bell. - Yes there
was joy in our service of other days:
It was then that sacrifice was sweet.
Our love for the church was as pure
as an altar fire..

Then, some how there came a
change so gradual that it was almost
subtle and it altered all of this. Was
the chanee in us. or was it else where?
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change was not in us. A revaluation
of our belief in the light of recent
experience still leaves us with an un-
daunted faith in the work of 1830
Joseph Smith is still to me a prophet
of God; The origin of the Book of
Mormon remains divine.  Regardless
of all our doubts and fears, these two
facts remain true and unquestioned
But where is the church into which
we were baptized? T look and look
inovain, but I do neot find it in the
Rearganized church,

One of my earliest remembrances 1s
of my father showing we his natural-
wzation papers and the Book of Mor-

mion.  He alwavs associated the two
together. To him they were symbols

of liberty and democracy. Many are
the times T have heard him tell guests
in our home that our church and our
country represented the highest tvpe
of democracy.  No, father was not
wrong, but by innovations the church
has been moved off of her foundation
since those days.

So after all of these vedrs of what
1 thought was church security, I find
myself upon a quest. The object of
that quest is to find a church which
Christ recognizes. . Since we have not
been associating with the Reorganized
church we have been attending a pro-
testant church. . We are indeed grate-
ful for the refuge we have found
there.  We are thankiul for their
friendliness, their hospitality and their
fine spirit of democracy, but above all
we appreciate the ministry of their
services. They have been gracious to
us when our own church was not,
But regardless of these kindunesses we
have found that our early church
training has not prepared us for ac-
tive participation in the services of
other churches, so 1 find myself going
back to 1830, From there we must
find a faction ‘that is an agreement
with the New Testament and Book of
Mormon church.  Those Records say
APOSTLES first. - To find a2
church organization like that, might
fot be difficult but I fear that a
church based simply on organization
would not appeal to me. I know of
factions that have apostles, but they
dao not impress meas 1 fancy the New
Testament “apostles would, for they
had power. To have just a structure
would be like having a great, beautitul
empty house and- calling it home.
There must be a spirit in a house
béfore it can become a home; or as
Edgar Guest beautifully puts it—"It
takes a heap of living in a house to
make a home . The church 1 am
looking for must be alive to its re-
motest part. The church which Christ

- recognizes should have the Christ
Cspinit in it

Tn Christ's church one
should feel that “If Qnreayéth ?:‘hes*e_’g
a haven of bliss 'tis this, 'tis this, 'fis

this”  One might expect to find an




ought o feel 1n the presence of s
members, that thev have been close to
God and are eager to introduce you to
Him. 1In Christ's church one might
expect to sée the ethics of Chrst
Lived, rather than preached, for “we
would all rather see a sermon: than
hear one-any dav.” Would not one
at least think he was on the right path
if he could really see a good shepherd
leave his ninety and nine and go lock
for the lost one? Who cares for the
lost one today?. Would it not seem
like a veturn to the spirit of 1830, if
when one member suffered, the whoele
body suffered?

Might we not look for a bit of hu-
man brotherbood?  How can we talk
in terms of fatherhood of God if we
can not recognize a brothérhood of
man? Would it be too much to look
for a demonstration of Christ’s great-
¢st commandinent-—"Love one ancth-
er even as I have loved you” Try
to fancy what such a love as that
would do for us.  Are we not told
soméwhere, that by one’s fruit we
should know them:”  Will this not
apply to Christ's church as well as
to- individual lives?”

A Seeker After Truth,
Margaret Davis:

ABOUT THE WRITINGS OF
DAVID WHITMER

Are They Free From Mistakes?
By H. E. Morer

As an honest, truthful man, the last
surviving witness of the Book of Mors
mon,  David Whitmer, has always
stood “high an the estimation of. the
writer,” This opwion; I am sure, is
shared by many other believers in the
latter day message. The chief writ-
ings of this distinguished brother con-
sists of o “Cirenlor Letter,” issued

April 1, 1887, and just a little later,

i the same yvear, his “Address To All
Beliewers In Christ.” These both have
beer reprinted “lately by Dbrethren of
The Church of Christ, the former un-
der the title of “The Solution of The
Mormon Froblew, no doubt because
they believed the opinions of this good
man would do good when placed in

the hands of the honest student of-

latter dav history. T suppese those
who sponsored the reprints of these
pamphlets would not claim infallicil-
ity for the author: - The Church of
Christ, as a Church, has never given
these pamphiets thelr indorsement, not
their condemmation. ” They are to be
received on thelr own merits, and for
what they are worth. These writings
were made in the latter part of David
Whitmer's life, when he was aged.
He left the church n 1838, and we
have wondered why he rémained si-
lent so long? ‘Wh}f did he wait for
torty- mne yegvs 3%{%1»@1“ while

record of what
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lence, we are glad that iw did leave
for us his recollections and opinions of
the workings of the church diring the
early 'vears of its existence.  Much
of that which he wrote we are gble
to verify by collateral evidence.  But
there are some errors in his writings,

Some; here of late,; seem to Yaga,rd
David Whitmer as a great oracle, and
his pamphiet called the “lddress,” as
a ‘guide and kind of text-book. One
bm‘chef expressed a preference for

is. book ‘vather than the Bible. Al
ihia is their privilege of course, and

we have no (:f}mmvemy with them n

that regard: but we do wish to point
out afew u’mm for all readers of
David Whitmer’s writings to take un-
der consideration. . This is not to dis-
parage or diseredit the testimony of
the man wherein his testimony agrées
with all the facts available, but that
all may be on their guard, carefully
weighing every pomt before reaching
a final conclusion.

In cthe “Circulor - Letter” issued
April 1st, 1887, and reprinted in “The
Seolution Of The Morpion Problem,”
Brother David Whitmer sets forth the

¢laim that Oliver Cf}wéery did not
have any hand in carrying the revela-
tions and commandments from Hiram,
Ohio, to Independence, Mo:; to have
them printed, as provided for m one
of those revelations; and according 'to

‘the history that has always been given

of that afiair, but that John Whitmer
made the journey on this errand alone.
He savs:

g:«wawd\* that 1 remember
these ibr?gb ag i it owas vesterday,
and know pzz}wizvdv that W, W,
Phelps was there in Indépendence at-
tending to the printing office, and so
was inu‘ C{mda?}i My Brother
lohn was there in Hiram, Ohbio; but
he was one of the committee who ar-
ranged . the. revelations. - Brother
}’m ph had Brother Johin to wait there
for some time until he ( CToseph ), Svd
ey Rigdon, Orson H*{&s and others
got those revelations ready 1o send to
Independence to be printed.”  They
had Brother John take %‘;1 e on horse-
back to ;Zi‘imﬁ&}}(?{“f{, ‘

This leaves Oliver Cowdery as hav-
ing no partin the convevance of these
revelations to Tndependernce, as he was
positive that Oliver was already at
Independence. . But now let us hear
whot John Whitmer himself says of
the event: he was the Church Histor-
ian cat that time, and was mdi«kmq a
tra He edva:

“About this time it was in contem-
plation for Oliver Cowdery to go 10
Zion and carry with him the revela-
tions and commandments; T alse re-
ceived a revelation to go with higu
We left Ohio on the 20th of Novem-
Ber, 1831, 31}{% arrived in Zion, Mis-
sotrd, Jan. 5, 1832 W hf)n we arvived
in 7mn, we mm}é the wafm;és noas
i 3o b 54

Bile

- Péig:é am

mpu,f; -~ Tournal of History, "‘w:& 1,
?906 jsﬁ»

me vou see that Brother i'}wad’
statement squarely contradicts the his.
tory as given bv his Brother John
who was fiw authorized Church THis

torian, and was on the ground and
divectly concerned.  Brother David

wrote frome recollection 54 vears af-
terwards. 1t should not be hard 1o
decide which statement is most likely
to be-correct.

“\Qain by referting to his “Address’
page 61 {ofmmal Mmtm’% we find
him claiming that paragr &phs 16 and
17 of Section 17 of Doctrine and Cou-
enants were added to that revelation
as printed in-The Evening and The
Morning Ster, Tune 1832 He writes
as follows:

“Iwant to say a few ‘Wfirf}*« here
in regard fo Section 17 in'the Doctrine
and Covenants. This revelations was
published in the Evewing and Morn-
g Star’ 1 1832, before the Book of
€ ‘<‘>mzﬂmm§men€% wWas pgblisheé and

f‘x;.mf:i& and Cawnants of the Churcb
of Christ with a few items from other
revelations:” . This revelation was re-
ceived in June 1830, and these two
paragraphs were added in June 1832,
in that paper.”

This was "a great mistake on the
part of David V& hitmer: The revela-
tion referred to was published 1in The
Star for June 1832, but paragraphs
16 and 17 were not to be found n it
T notice in the reprint of the “Ad-
dress,” on page 76, sowe onie attempts
to. make a correction for David Whit
mer in a foot-note which reads: V

#This should read Kirtland Repring
of the Evening and Moming Stat! in
1835, after the Book of Command
ments was published”
 This would change the language of
David “Whitmer entitelv. and would
not agree with the latter part of his
statement in which he says “and these
two paragraphs were added in June
1832, 1n that paper.” ‘The footuote

“tells how it should read to convey the

veal - fruth, but as a correction of
David Whitmer’s. testimony, it does
not fitin at all. Brother David meant
to swrite just what he did write, and
believed he was telling it right, but
discloses the fact that he did mwt have
a correct understanding of the matter,
and that there were facts with which
he was unacquatnted. It will hardly
do ‘to try to change Brother Davids
?gfz:z uape after he has passed avav
le mav have seen the so-called re-
DY int of The Even isg and The Morn-
i Star, but if he had we ftaai to see
why he did not specify and give the
correct date of the changes in the
revelation, iristéad of repeatedly stat-
ing that it was in June 1832, and
“gf*mn the Book of € Qmmanémeﬁtf*
was printed n 18330

Tl wendee noticed. ao

il have
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doubt, that David Whitmer clauns the
church was organizéd before April 6,
1830, but gives no. date of such or-
ganization—none whatever. He tells
us that persons were confirmed and
FElders ordained prior to April 6, 1830
that he humself was baptized. confirm-
ed, and ordained “an elder in June,
1829; that prior to this Joseph and
Oliver-had ordamed each other to the
office of ‘elder; that there were six
elders in all. And then fails to tell
us when, where, and by whom this
higher amhmmx was. conferred. See
pages 32 and "33, Original Edition;
42 and 43 of the Reprint dition.
Thus'  Brother  David’'s . testimony
stands out: unsupported against the
testimony of all others who %dsre, writ-
ten or spoken on that subject.  Joseph
and Oliver did ordain each other
“prior to June 18297 but it was io
the Aaronic or lesser priesthood, i
obedience to the command of the an-
gel on May 15,1829 Joseph and Oli-
ver, we believe, did also. ordain each
other to the Melchesidec Priesthood—
the office of elder his was
not until Aprib 6, 1830, according to
the smost. authentic history .of  the
church we can find. Shall we throw
away the testimony of all others who
wrote a history or record of these
events long before Brother David ever
wrote ‘anything, and then accept the
testimony of one man who wrote many
years afterwards, mainly from recol-
lection?

Againi Brother David says:

“Toseph received a revelation that
he should be the leader; that he should
be ordained by Oliver Cowdery as
‘Prophet Seer ‘and Revelator’ to the
church ##£7 P 33 Original Ed. p.
43 of Reprint.

This, no doubt, refers to the revela-
tion given on. April 6, 1830, known
as chapter 22 in Book of Command-
ments, and as Section 19 in Doctrine
and Covenants.  Now while it is true
that Joseph Smith had been and was
still a leader among the people in the
work that was bemg done, God having
raised him up for that purpose, yet
the words “leader” and “Revelator”
are not to be found in that revelation.
Neither is there any indication that

Oliver Cowdery was to ordain Joseph

Smith as ”‘t}mphet Seer and Reve-
Jator.”  The office to which he was
to be ordained is not specifically giv-
en; but the inference from the lan-
guage of the revelation and the his-
tory given is that it was to the office
of an elder.

Now the writer has had a copy of
David Whitmer’s Address in his pos-
session for ‘vears, and has ‘always
cherished it very highly on. account
of the many guad things contamed
therein. Much of what he has writ-
ten is supported by collateral facts
and historv. - But at the same time [
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sigtaken i some things.  Dut [ 4l
ve believed that i‘w was: honestly
mistaken. L could not and Lowill not;
believe foroa moment that he wounld
intentionally misrepresent. The fact
that he was i1 some of his
opinions and de
me to think Ecn of
dervalue his
e really sa

%

I could ¢call ¢ {ﬁ‘;, ntion to some other
errors, but I g'ﬁmi the -foregoing will
suffice.. David Whitiner was human,
Like Joseph ‘-su,z’ah, he was a4 great
and good man; but like Joseph. %ﬁith
he was fallible. T trust that all be-
levers in the E(We“ fia work will be
able S hetween the
man’s v.0f.the things he really
saw-and knew, and those

ings that
nerely his own epinion. If any
one essays to follow those 1 maupprn‘
ed opinions, there is serious danger
of going astrav.. You know that even
the A;;{ tle ‘Paul had some opinions
that were not in harmeny with the
command that ’\u;(i had given to ‘man
in the 1 i So whether it be
. th; or David Whit-
should say, “To
mony, and if they
sxe’ak not according to this. word, i
is because there is m}@ig‘m in them.”
EB{'{I(}%? < ,2’“

B
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A Rem%fé@:&b%@ Vision Re the
Calling of Apﬁsﬁeg

Several weels ago when at Indepen-
dence - we aéms;wd
Bushnell at the ho
sen where g ¢
ing dinner. The eonversation natur-
ally ran into the issues of the hour
and from S T mm;{ I we learned
of : manifestation.  Sig-
fer ot yet a member of
the Chu ‘r&” of Christ and cannot be
charged with any uncdontrolled infatua-
tion  as provocative of the matter
herein: contairied.  From her own lips
and over her own signature we have

the follow

“Ma
tnto the | ; ¢ €.f,. o 1=
dey Jo 1. Cornish. 1 vwas on  the
water’s brink at the thne when a greaf

aven at a dark
the baptism of
It “was won-
many present
and testi-

light shone from he
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to be added to that book after its
compilation - and publication.  That
was manifestly an afterthought.
That the book was published to
meet the “criticisin of the world as

well as for “the government of. the
Church of the Latter Day Saints” is
evident from the following:  "Sev-
eral reasons might be adduced in fa-
vor ‘of this move of the Couucil, but
we only add a few words. . They
knew that the Church was evil spoken
of in many places, its faith and belief
misrepresented and the way of truth
thus subverted. By some it was rep-
resented as disbelieving the Bible, by
others as being an enemy to all good
order and uprightness; and by others
as being injurious to the peace of all
governments civil and political.  We
have therefore endeavored to present,
though in a few words our belief, and
when we say this we humbly trust,
the faith, and paincip}es of this so-
clety as a body” From the Preface to
the 1835 D. and C.

1f the Doctrine and Covenants was
compiled and published along the lines
of - the original intention  there could
be no serious. objection to it, but that
intention was soon  forgotten and it
was elevated to the level of the Bible
ard the Book of Mormon, and that
too, without any command from God.

The Reorganization perceiving the
insufficiency of the authority creat-
ing the Doctrine and Covenants as a
standard work of the Church got out
of “the difficulty very conveniently
when they fixed up 2 revelation in the
early days of their organization which
is recorded in the history of that
Church as compiled and published, by
Jason Briges, its first President and
1ts 'main Founder. - The following i5
stated in his History of the Reorgan-
ization as published in The Messenger
Vol. 2: No. 5. “January 9th 1853
The Saints “met in fasting to receive
mstruction.”  The fo}}gwm;’ was re-
ceived: . 7L have given my law. I
shrink not from my word. . My law
is given in the Book of Doctrine and
{“Gwﬁn{mts “This . festimony. was
given in the name and by the anthor-
ity ‘of the Holy Spirit and written at
the time in answer to pmmrb with
fastings of the whole church”

Unquestionably this had a very vi-
tal effect in silencing all honest m-
vestigation as to the divine authority
of the Doc. and Cov. and secured
its place as the real governing and

guiding book of the Reorganized
Church As to why the Reorganized
Church  has  not mcm"pcrmtcd this
revelation into the Doctrine and Cov-

enants we are unable 1o sav. Prob-
abh' for want of sufficient evidence
as to its divinity. At any rate its cold
exclusﬁon of the Bible and the Book
of Mormon as containing “the law’’
is eneurh to send the seeptic chills

those time-tested Records of the past,
of which God said He would make
them “Onpe in My hand” in the final
work of saving Israel from all lands
whither He had driven them.

The status of the several fractional
Churches of Mormonism s clearly
stated, in that Utah Mormonism is
founded on “the living oraclesy’ the
Reorganized Church on the Book of
Doctrine and  Covenants  and . the
Church of Christ on the Bible and the
Book of Meormon~~Fd.

Providence, R. L.
Feb. 6, 1927,

1t seems a very long time since 1
wrote about our work, but God has
not forgotten His promise to us. He
continues to reveal His will to us, and
blesses us with His Spirit.  We begin
to see the fulfillment of His word
to us when we first organized, that
we would be led to those secking for
truth, and they would come to us
Some weeks ago a lady came to our
church, not knowing what we believ-
éd; but told us she was led by God;
she is a regular attendant now, and
we believe not- far from the fold of
Christ. . She told the writer, 1 feel
the Spirit of God, here, and it is not
the same as in other churches!"  All
the ‘honest in heart, have this same
testimony, for which ‘we thank our
Heavenly Father.

To a brother, was given this word:
1s not the Spirit.vou have felt here
enotigh, that these are My chosen peo-
ple? T have chosen them out from
different conditions; therefore: they
are My chosen people. When you
seemed in doubt, out of darkness;
there came light.

Our pastor, Brother Johnson, is do-
inig a great work for the Master, in
preaching Sunday afternoons, to Eai‘ge
gatherings in their own halls; need-
less to say, they listen to the Old
Jerusalem Gospel. They show their
appreciation, by coming to hear him
preach in our assembh' room, Sunday
evenings, when they can.  We thank

God, for this Brother, always m that

attitude of Isaiah, 6:8 “Heream 1;
gend me” We are looking fmward
to an insg ’Lthumﬁ Very soorn Let us
be encom'aged (xod is with us, and
of whom should we be afraid?
=oAL M. Harvey,

Omaha News

The  Comneil Bluffs and Omaha
members feel encouraged in the work
as thevy have been greatly Dblessed
throughout the past month.  Many
blessings through administration have
been wm:wed which causes our hearts
to rejoice, for it 15 a testimony to all

that God is caring for His eh;id cen

in this place.
We have

- and good attendance.

promised 1o

been very fortunate to
tave had geveral of the Elders with

things from the Scriptures so ably
?n’ ’fhwe good brothers .
m{her Burke Skinmer who was
i"sfﬁdmg the office of Priest was ¢r.
daitied an Dlder and the office has
alveady honoured the man and the man
the “office. ~ We feel assured that
Brother Skinner will make much ad-
vanecement and we are giad God has
chosen bim fo occupy as an Elder
Our meetings at Brother and Sister
Paudsens were S;}ien&dmg good Spirit
The third Sun-
dav was indeed a dav of rejai‘cing for
there was such an out- ~pouring of the
Spirit throughout the whele day, we
felt as they of old must have felt
when they received pentecostal show-
ers, it was a joy-and %irength fo be
there.

=Correspondent.

SermonettewApostle Heacki-«
mg
THE MORE EXC&ILENZ’
SACRIFICE.
“Ie Is Not Al of Life to Live, Nor
Al of Death to Die”

Even 1f we knew that no future
existence would be ours and our pres-
ont lite ended absolutely with the fall-
ing of the final curtain, still life would
he a solemn fact. Our passing here
s but a twinkle in the heavens of
time. - Only a fraction of our allotted
time can be used for the accomplish-
ment of any: great purpose

in our mortal bodies 311(1 we authve

our allotted threescore and ten, we
will see but little of the fruitage of

our efforts. However, it our life has

been active and aggressive in a labor

of good, its influence will live to gene
rations of the future. Therefore, it is
not so much: what we may accomplish
while we live, as it is what our work
may do for others after we are gone.
“By faith Abel offered unto Goda
more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gifts:
and by it he bemng aiead vt ﬂgec&eth
HL’{; 11:4.
The unselfish sacrifice of Abel was
a hww witness to his righteousness,
md %?mmgl the tc«tmmm of God to
his righteous gifts, he has spoken to

f*ZlCh succeeding generation. By this
e are assured i'%m{ the dead talk to
the agﬁzs which succeed them. It mas

by the testimony m
ety

be as an Abel,
God-—eminently good, or it
584 Camoias emmently evil,

Dyt when we realize that our ac

“tions here live on and on through the

ages, and continue to speak am% teach
either good or il and that G sod has
a us armzdmﬂ to

our s works
dous

We miust

Tven
though we tive until age has ripened



