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Special Notice to Our Readers 
This Holiday issue of the ADVO­

CATE will reach the homes of hund­
reds of our friends in Independence 
who are not regular subscribers. To 
ev:ery reader we extend our gpod 
wtshes and the . compliments of the 
season. We hope you will reatl. the 
Advocate and if you are not a regular 
subscriber, sit down and send us your 
order and $1.00 for the year 1927. 
You will not be disappointed~you will 
learn more of the people of the Church 
of Christ on the Temple Lot. 

We have a well defined constitu­
tion and Articles of Faith and Prac­
tice; have a definite purpose in view 
and our program is primarily mis­
sionary. Our hope and endeavor is to 
spread the message of the Restored 
Gospel as established by the Church of 
Christ through the Angel message to 
Joseph Smith in 1830. 

The Advocate has been construc­
tive and an inspiration to its read­
ers, and 1t has been our policy to give 
you 12 full pages of reading matter 
with few if any advertisements. Un­
fortunately we do not have enough 
subscribers to be seH supporting, and 
we come to you with this issue com­
bining DECEMBER AND JANU­
ARY. The next issue we will mail 
out near February first. This has been 
found advisable in order to keep out 
of debt, otherwise we would not have 
solicited our. good friends of Inde­
pendence for special advertisements 
for this Holiday issue. / 

We take this opportunity of thank­
ing the many business men for their 
generous spirit of co-operation, and 
feel that they should not be forgotten 
by our readers when doing their 
Christmas shopping. 

_\Vhat nicer Christmas present could 
you send your friends than the Advo­
cate for 1927? Let's all co-operate 
and unite in making history for the 
Church of Christ in 1927. 

BOARD OF PUBLICATIONS, 
:\IARSHALL T. JAMISON, Business Mgr.. 

December and January Issue Combined 
Through necessity we have com­

bined the December 1926 and January 
1927 numbers of the Advocate. Th·e 
ne.xt issue will be February, and will 
go in the mail not later than the 10th 
oi February. If you h.ave .moved or 
your subscription has expired please 
advise us, as

1 
we do not want you to 

miss a singlei number. 

"Peace ·on Earth, Good Will to ren shall turn to their fathers; if it 
Men" were not so the whole earth would 

be utterly wasted at his coming.' 
Nearly two thousand years ago "In addition to these he quoted the 

these wondrous words were chanted eleventh chapter of Isaiah, saying that 
on the frosty air by angel voices. The it was about to be fulfilled. 
proclamation of the herald angels will "He quoted also the third chapter 
be fulfilled. Jesus, whose birth we of Acts, twenty-second and twenty­
celebrate at this season, is coming ~hird verses, precisely as they stand 
again. His second advent will be di£- m our New Testament. He said that 
ferent f1:orh the first. Then, he came prophet was Christ, but the day had 
in the most humble and obscure man- not yet come when 'they who would 
ner. The next time he is coming in not hear his voice should be cut off 
power to destroy evil and establish a from among the people,' but soon 
reign of righteousness. We read, would come. ' 
''Who shall stand when he appeareth? "He also quoted the second chapter 
for he is like a refiner's fire and like of Joel from the twenty-eighth to the 
fullers' soap." And again we are told last verse. He also said that this was 
of that day, that it shall "burn as an not yet fulfilled, but was soon to be." 
oven, and all the proud, yea, all that -(Church History, Vol. 1, pp. 13, 
do wickedly, shall be as stubble; and 14.) 
the day that cometh shall burn the111 As we celebrate the birth of our 
up, , saith the Lord of hosts, that it Saviour this month it should remind 
shall leave them neither root no·r us of the near approach of his second 
branch." (Malachi 3 : 2; 4: 1.) · coming, and it would be profitable for 

The Lord, in his mercy, provided us to look up the scriptures the angel 
that the great day should not come gave the boy, Joseph Smith, and read. 
upon his creatures unawares. The them carefully. Many will be as un­
burden of the angel's' message to the prepared for his second coming as 
latter-day prophet was that he should the Jews were for his first coming. 
warn the inhabitants of the world of The world is heedless, scornful. In 
the approaching event, that men might the church many are · excusing their 
have time to get ready; that a people !et~argy anq ~ndifference by saying 
might be prepared who would be able 1t 1~ of 1:o use to t ry to do anything 
to stan_d. until Chnst comes; that the work will 

The angel who appeared to Joseph not be done until he does come. And 
Smith quoted "part of the third chap- yet the burden of the scriptures the 
ter of Malachi; and he quoted also angel quoted to Joseph Smith was 
the fourth or last chapters of the same warning to make preparation! PRE· 
prophecy, though with a little varia- PARATION ! PREPARATION! 
tion from the way it reads in our Today as we look over the earth· 
Bibles. Instead of .quoting the first indeed, as we survey the Church i~ 
verse as it reads in our books, he general, to appearances it wo.uld seem 
quoted it thus: as if the song of the angels two thous­
• 'For behold the day ' cometh that and years ago was never farther from 
sh.all -burn as an oven, and all the fuHillment, and yet Jesus said: 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly "Now learn a parable of the fig 
shall burn as stubble, for they that tree; When his branch is yet tender 
cometh shall burn them saith the Lord and putteth forth leaves, ye knoV.: 
of hosts, that it shall leave them neith- that summer is nigh; So likewise ye, 
er root nor branch.' when ye shall see all these things, know 

"And again he quoted the fifth verse that it is near, even at the doors."-
thus: M atth~w 24: 32, 33. 

'Behold, I wil.1 reveal unto you the "And when these things begin to 
priesthood by the hand of Elijah the come to pass, then look up, and lift 
prophet before the coming of tlie great up your heads; for your redemption 
and dreadful day of the Lord.' . draweth nigh. 

. "So likewise' ye, when ye see these 
"He a1so quoted the ne}\t verse di£- things come to pass, ·know ye that. the 

fe_r.e.n}ly: · · k d ? . . ing om of God is nign at hand. 
'An4 he shall plant .in the hearts of . :'Verily I say unto you, This gene­

the cY/tildren the promises ·made to .the ration shall not pass ~way, till all be 
fathers, and the hearts of the cluld- - fulf,illed."-Luke 21 : 28: .31, "3'2. 1 t . . .,, . 

I\ ' ·. 
~~~~---'c.:....~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--
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Yuletide 
Star of. the East, herald of J esus' 

birth! 
Let thy rays guide us at the glad Yule-

tide. . 
Shed cheering light upon this strug­

. gling earth ; 
'Till love bind all, as we work side 

by side. 

As infants stretch their tiny hands to 
grasp · 

The -silver beams of · SOrJ:?.e bright eve­
ning star, 

So let ft.s reach our empty pal!Ils to 
clasp 

The offerings of love from near and 
far. · 

And tho we wander in the ·gloom of 
night, 

Searching for truth and love ; grant 
we may come ' ' 

At last to 'know the plan of life aright, 
When the clear call bids us to our 

last home. 

So let · the Christmas bells ring o'er 
' the snow ! 

Let holly wreath our festive board to­
dav · 

Our hear'th shall cneer the wanderer 
with its glow, 

The light of Bethlehem's star shall 
with us staY:. 
- CHARLOTTE DRYDEN, 1926. 

Special Offering 
It ha·s been but two weeks since 

the Advocate went out; when we write 
this, and responses are beginning to 
come in answer to our call for a 
Christmas offering toward the church 
debt. A number of contributocs are 
not member~ but ·friends, who write 
that their heart is with the T emple 
Lot and the promise linked up with 
it. We hope to hear from all who 
have a desire to see the Lord's work 
on the Temple Lot furthered, to the 
end that the day may be hastened 
when the servants of God will go forth 
in power to preach the gospel in all 
the world that honest Israel ev'ery­

·where, Ephraimit,e, Lamanite and Jew 
may be gathered. 

T. J. SHEI:DON, ' 
1416 We-st Walnut St., 
Independence, Mo. 

"To follow Christ is to follow a 
victor in life's ,battle, a conqueror over 
suffering and death, through the com­
pleteness of his loyalty t6 the Great 
Companion. Hence the power which 
mal<es his teaching live; hence the 
driving force which makes his gospel ' 
effecti-ve for the r'egeneration of s'o­
cief ,."--Religious Perglexities. 
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We Appreciate Your 
Business 

Maple Ave. Market 
John L. Cook, Proprietor 

Cor. Maple Ave. & Osage St. 
\ 

Phones Ind. 112·113-114 

' 

In depend.enc~ 
Tran sf er & Storage 

Company 
B. C. Loar, P rop~ietor 

Goods Packed, Stored and 
Shipped 

We Make Long Hauls, Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

PRACTICAL GIFTS 
Make it an Electrical Christmas. 

Stewart Bros. Electric Co. 
205 W e-st Maple· 

Funeral Designs and Pot 
Fl,owers, Nursery Stock 

& Fruit Trees 

Floris Floral Co~ 
· Store and Greenhouses­

Fuller and Lexington 
Phone Ind. 820 

THE MODEL 
M. Lindsey 

Ladies' and Girl's 
Ready to Wear 

South Side Square 
Phone Ind. 221 

OXFORD BIBLES 
A new 1ine of these famous books 

now on display. Real gifts. 

Mills Booli Store 

0~ Happy Time 
Oh happy time 

When from our eyes the veil is 
lifted 

Arid we shall see as tho the clouds 
had rolled away; 

Our vision clear 
And naught of life before it drifted 
To hide the beauty and the glory of 

· · that day: 
Nor of the hour, 

When Christ appears in heavenly 
cloud descending, 

With all the ransomed ones attend­
ing in his train : 

What joy to us 
If every effort of our hearts and 

lives were tending 
To usher in the hour of His millen­

nial reign: 
To hear the welcome 
Of His voice in words so softly 

spoken, 
Or catch the brightness of the Sav­

ior's smile: 
To feel the pressure · 

Of his gentle hands, to us the token 
Of his love and kindness, as he talks 

awhile; -
To know that we 

Have never been by him forsaken, 
Tho darkness hid the way of life, 

betimes; 
And then to find 

That to his loving breast we're 
taken, 

While swells the music of the heav·· 
enly chimes. 

-W. P. B U CKLEY, 1926. 

The Temple 
In the Messenger for December, 

1926, much ado is made in an editor­
ial about twenty four temples that I 

were proJ?OSed for the city of Zion. 
We hav·e no disposition -to enter into 
any controversy with the Messenger, 
but we do wish to make a few obser­
vations upon the subject. 

A city was to be builded that would 
have a population of from fifteen to 
twenty thousand people. ( Mil. Star, 
Vol. 11, page 438.) Provision was 
made for "houses" for the different 
offices in the priesthood where they 
might meet to hold their councils and 
do their work. This city of probably 
twenty thousand inhabitants was to 
be the headquarters of the Church that 
was to be world wide in the scope of 
its operations. ViTill the writer of the 
editorial in the Mes·senger please tell 
us how many places he · would pro­
·vide to meet a like situation? How 
many meeting houses would he sug- · 
gest, fo r it is self evident that the 
temple that was to be built on the 
Temple Lot would not hold all the 
people. 

Is the brother troubled because the 
ones who drew up the plat of Zion 
called the ho.~ses "templt s ?" It may 



not have been the wisest thing to do, 
but it was not without precedent. The 
N ephites had a temple at Zarahemla, 
the city of Nephi, and at Bountiful,, 
of which mention is made. . But all 
this is beside the question of divine 
authority in the matter. The writer 
of the editorial referred to does not 
cite even "a purported revelation" for 
the twenty-four temples. The plat of 
Zion was drawn up by the wisdom of 
those who did the work, with such 
light as they had received up to that 
time, and if they made mistakes, or 
their un£!erstanding of what had been 
given them was in error, it in no way 
invalidates the command to build a 
temple on the Temple Lot which com­
mand originated, not with Joseph 
Smith, but with a "thus saith the 
Lord." 

Other meeting houses might be 
called temples, but there never was 
but one place designated by revelation 
for the great endowment that was to 
prel?are the servants of God to take 
the gospd to Israel, and that was the 
temple to be build~d on the Temple 
Lot in Independence, Missouri. Even 
the endowmnt at Kirtland was de­
clared• to be but a "foretaste" of the 
endowment to be given in the land 
of Zion. It-is not the name by which 
the house is called that gives it dis­
tinction; it is the purpose for which 
the temple is to be builded that makes 
it peculiar. 

The editorial in the Messenger 
quotes Rev. 21 :22-"And I saw no 
temple therein for the Lord God Al-

. migqty and the Lamb are the temple 
of it." This is made to appear as 
showing that there will be no temple 
in the New Jerusalem, or Zion, when 
in fact the scripture refers to the con­
dition John saw when there should 
be a "new heaven and a new ·earth." 

"And I saw a new hea-ven and a 
new earth ; for the first heaven and 
the first earth were passed away; and 
there was no more -sea. And I John 
saw .the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband." Rev. 21: 1, 2. 

Then John goes on to describe the 
city he saw coming down out of 
heaven and he says, in the 22nd verse 
of the same chapter: 

"And I saw no temple therein; for 
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb. 
are the temple of it ." 

But how about the city of God be­
fore the "new heaven and the new 
earth?" Beginning with the first 
verse of the 4th chapter, John was 

, permitted to see into the future. He 
goes on to describe what he saw and 
in the 15th verse of the 7th chapter 
he says: 

"Therefore are they before. the 
throne of Goel, and ser ve him day 
and night in · his TEMPLE; and he 

~ 
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Jones and Burke 
Coal Co. 

Cor. G:i;and and Pacific 
Phone Ind. 61 

/ 

A visit to our store will help you 
with your Christmas shopping. We 
have many useful and practical 
gifts for every member of the 

. family. 

~ 

HILL BROTHERS 
N. E . Cor. Square 

' 
Dooley Brothers 

West Side Square 

Phone Ind. 133 and 144. 

Meet Harry and Lee f or quality 
groceries ·and meats. Harry and 

Lee. 

General Hardware and Usef u l 
Xmas Presents 

Wagons, $1.75 to $10.00. 
Sleds, $1. 75 to $6.50. 

· Elect. Irons, $3.50 to $5.50. 
Elect. Washers, $90.00. 

Good Goods_:R igh t P r ices 

Bronson & Page 

LLOYD'S 
Daylight Silk Shop 

Cor. 11th & Walnut ,Streets 

Second Floor, 

Kansas City 

Textile Company 
McElroy Building 

Independence 2202 
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that sitteth on the tbl'one shall dwell 
among them." ' 

In the 19th verse of the 11th cl;lap­
ter of Revelations we read: "And 
the TEMPLE of God was opened in 
heaven, and there was seen in his 
TEMPLE the ark of his testament." 

Why · does the editorial in the Mes­
senger give us but one quotatiori as 
against a . temple, and pass by these 
places w:here a temple is spoken of? 
And there is still another. In the first 
verse of the eleventh chapter we read, 
"Rise, and measure the TEMPLE of 
God, and the altar. and them that wor­
ship therein." This temple is to be 
in the old Jerusalem, when it is re­
built. 

In the Book of Ether, ·in the· Book 
of Mormon, we find testimony' as fol­
lows: "Whei1efore the remnant of the 
house of Joseph shall be built up upon 
this land; and it shall be a land of 
their inheritance; and they shall build 
up a holy city unto the Lord, like unto 
the J eritsalem of old; and they 'shall 
no more be confounded until the, end 
come, when the earth shall pass away." 
( Chapter 6, verse 8.) 

How cap the "holy city" to be build­
ed upon "this land" be "like imto the 
Jerusalem of old," if it has· no temple 
in it ? ' ' 

The Old Testament is,not silent up­
on .the subject of the temple. Malachi 
says : "Behold, I will send my mes­
senger, and he shall prepare the way 
before me, and the Lord, whom ve 
seek, shall suddenly come to his TEM­
PLE," etc. ( Malachi 3 : 1.) In the 
29th verse of the 11th chapter of 3rd 
Nephi we are told that the Father 
commanded Christ to give this scrip­
ture, with other scripture-"for it was 
wisdom in him that they sliould be 
given unto future generations." It was 
written for our time, for our guidance. 

Isaiah speaks of the tempie to be 
in Zion of the last days : 

"A voice of noise from the city, a 
voice from the TEMPLE, a voice of 
the Lord that rendereth recompence 
to his enemies. Before she travailed, 
she brought forth; before her pain 
came, she was delivered of a, man 
child. Who hath heard such a thing? 
Shall the earth be made to bring forth 
in one day? Or shal1 a nation be born 
at once? For as soon as Zion tra­
vailed, she brought forth her child­
ren." (Isaiah 66: 6-8.) 

The city of the L0rd, the temple, 
the voice of the Lord, the brrng'ing 
forth of the man child, which is the 
kingdom of God, and Zion bringing 
forth her children are distinguishinf'. 
features, so closely associated as t, 
leave no reasonable doubt that refrr­
ence is made to the New Jerusalem, or 
Zion, to be builded on the earth, and 
there is to be a TEMPLE in it. 

God ·is to have a temple in the lat­
ter days, and as the Lord "doethrpoth-. ._ 
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ing except he revealeth his secret unto 
'his servants, the prophets," we find 
that not only has the latter day prophet 
spoken, but God has made the ancient 
prophets to bear testimony of the tem­
ple to be built upon mount Zion, upon 
which a cloud shall rest, and the glory 
of the Lord shall fill the house. (Doc. 
& Cov. 83: 2.) We have scriptural 
grounds for believing that God did 
command a temple to be built wherein 
he "will prepare his apostles" to 
"prune his vineyard for the last time," 
that he might perform his "strange 
act" and "pour <;>ut his Spirit upon 
all flesh." (Doc. & Cov. 92: 1.) This 
endowment of the Holy Spirit will 
make possible the building of the New 
Jerusalem, and the scales will fall 
from the eyes of the honest h<tart. 
The wise virgins will have oil in their 
lamps. They will take the Holy 
Spirit for their guide, and they will 
not despise the Temple Lot. 

T. J. SHELDON. 

God's Way 
Doctor Fausset, in an article on the 

"Law" of Moses, in his Bible Ency­
clopedia, makes the following com­
ments in regard to the Israelitish na­
tion and their religion : 

"A small, isolated people, no way 
distinguished for science or art, pos­
sessed the most spiritual religion the 
world has ever seen: this cannot have 
been of themselves, it must be of God. 

"Even Israel's frequent apostasies 
magnify the divine power and wis- . 
dom which by seemingly inadequate 
instruments effected His purpose of 
preserving true religion and moral­
ity, when all the philosophic and ·cele­
brated nations sank deeper and deeper 
into idolatry and profligaoy. Had 
Egypt with its learning and refine­
ment, or Rome with its political sagsl-­
city, been the medium of revelation, 
its origination would be attributed to 
maia'& intellect." 

We are reminded of what we are 
told in the first ,section of Doctrine 
and Covenants, paragraph 4: 

"The weak things of the world shall 
come forth and break down the mighty 
and strong ones, that man should not 
counsel hrs fellowmen, neither trust 
in the arm of flesh, but that every man 
might speak in the name of God the 
Lord, even the Savior of the world; 
that faith might also increase in the 
earth; that mine everlasting covenant 
might be established; that the fullness 
of my gospel might be proclaimed by 
the weak and the simple, unto the ends 
of the world, and before kings and 
rulers." 
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Who Can ·Forget? 
. It was a humble gathering that met 

t>n the Temple Lot in October, 1925. 
seeking the Lord for light unto the 
building up of His Church. They 
had gathered from the east,1 west, 
north and south. And what more 
fitting place could be found than on 
the spot where the temple is to be and 
where the Lord has said the building 
of the New Jerusalem is to begin, by 
the "gathering" of tbe saints. 

1t had been recognized that the work 
of the Church, branching out into new 
fields, must needs partak~ of a more 
general organization to meet the ever 
increasing demands. Hitherto the 
Church, confined to the local member­
ship of Independence, partook orily of 
a local organization, with a presiding 
elder. 

The Conference was not called to 
do business after tbe wisdom of man. 
Too often such wisdom has been found 
faulty. The world has ,ever built 
churches after that plan-and what a 
chaos of disorder! And so we met in 
fasting and prayer. 

The Conference had said by resolu­
tion, by way of protection against any 
imposition: "Resolved, that this 
Church of Christ accept nothing pur­
porting to be a revelation from God 
past, present or future, as a revelation 
from God save that which is in har­
mony with both the Bible and the 
Book of Mormon. Be it further re­
solved that if there be any ruling, 
understanding or revelation conflict­
ing therewith that it be hereby re­
scinded." What a bulwark of de­
fense! and what honor and integrity ' 
were entrenched behind that resolu­
tion. 

The Conference further moved, 
"That while we are considering these 

recommendations that we all make it 
a matter of special prayer for guid­
ance." The recommendations refer­
red to were those coming from the 
presiding elder, looking toward a gen­
eral organization of the Church. 

In the course of the conference on 
that memorable Oct. 6, just six months 
from the immortal April 6, it was 
further ·resolved : "That we proceed 
according to the information contained 
in the B'ible and the Book of Mor­
mon." To, make doubly sure our 
ground, and guarding against any pos­
sible misinterpretation of the Word of. 
God, it was resolved that we postpone 
any action looking to the selection of 
officers "until we shall have time to 
fast and pray over the matter." 

Does this bespeak the course of am­
bitious men looking for power and 
coveting position? Never! 

Accordingly, the following morning 
the Church met in fasting and prayer 
at 8 A. M., seeking for light on the 
matter of organization. 

There was nothing spectacular in 
that service. There was only the sim­
ple outpouring of fervent hearts, 
pleading to be led in the pathway of 
light. While a Brother was praying, 
the writer had an unusual experience. 
A personage approached and touched 
me on the right shoulder. All were 
on their knees at the time. Wonder­
ing who it was, I turned and looked 
around, but no one was visible to the 
human eye. Immediately I sensed the 
assuring information that a messenger 
was at band, and that ere long our 
prayers would b_e answered. 

Nothing was received at that ser­
vice, however, a:nd we adjourned. At 
ten o'clock Elder Sheldon dispensed 
the Word in an edifying discourse, · 

AntEIO MOl'Elina 
All kinds of welding-that's "Shorty's On welding of all kinds, cannot be 

line beat 
Neat, lasting job, goo-d for all time. Reliable jobs on engine or car, 
Get welding done-welds that will Everlasting Welds, withqut blemish 

stay 
E xperienced mechanics do it that 

way 
Large and small jobs, breaks made 

like new, 
Oxy-Acetylene and Electric work, too. 

or mar, 
The service of this shop, neat looking 

and sound, 
Is pleasing this city . and counties 

around. · 
Now, South Cottag-e 727, where we 

are at 
Moretina's work, with equipment, Angelo Moretina has "Welding Down 

complete Pat." 

ENTERPRISE CLEANERS & DYERS 
210 W est Lexington-PhoJ?,e 336 

For AMBULANCEANo UNDERTAKING Call CARSON,Ind.143J orRiv.1300 
l ' - l,. 

--



which was followed by a business ses-
sion at eleven. . 

At 2 P. M. the Conference reas­
sembled, Elder Wheaton and the 
writer presiding. In the course of 
that lengthy session the· following 
resolution unanimously prevailed. In­
deed, all the resolutions looki~g to­
ward organization were unanimous, 
bespeaking the splendid spirit among 
the people. 

"Whereas the Conference has by its 
vote expressed its detei:rnination to 
further perfect the organization of the 
Church in harmony with the teachings 
of the Bible and the Book of Mor­
mon; and whereas both the Bible and 
the Book of Mormon provide that 
Apostles shall be in the Church; there­
fore, be it resolved, t11at we petition 
the Lord for direction in the choosing 
of apostles and such other matters he 
may see fit to impart unto us." 

_Immediately following the passage 
of this resolution the -conference be­
took itself to prayer. There was .no 
confusion and no dissent. All were 
for talking it over with God. We 
wanted to know his will. An hour 
or more glided by, during which the 
Spirit ebbed and flowed in confirming 

~ measures. Elder T. W. Williams was 
spoken to through Elder Fetting in 
terms of counsel. As the servant of 
the Lord stood with one hand raised 
to heaven and the other on the shoul­
der of Brother Williams, the tears 
flowing freely in assuring attestation 

The Christmas Store of 
Good Cheer 

Gifts Born Abroad 
H av,e Enormous 

Appeal 

A. bit ,of pottery whose 
mother-land is Spain, a 
luncheon set that hails from 
Czecho-Slovakia, leather tri­
fles that bring fair Italy to 
mind, laces that bespeak Bel­
gian handicraft-all these 
things with a foreign flavor 
have, enormous ·appeals as 
Christmas ·gifts: 

New zest for liviRg comes 
fr.om just browsing about 
among these treasures fr.om 
far-away lands. Then to be 
permitted to sort out the 
choicest of them as gifts for 
dearest friends is a joy su­
preme. 

A. J. BUNDSCHU 

ZION'S ADVOCATE 

of the sincerity of the man, and the 
source of the message. It was indeed 
a heavenly experience. It was a love 
feast of eternity. 

Another hour or so hurried by, the 
Spirit of God enriching all with its 
inexpressible presence, wheh presently 
the voice of instruction was heard, 
the Word of the Lord : 

"Verily thus saith the Spirit, in 
order that the Chyrch of Christ may 
be prepared to more effectively oc­
cupy, it is the wish · of the Spirit that 
my servants Moler and Wipper shall 
be a Committee to select a Committee 
of three, who shall serve as apostles 
before me.~' 

A wave of rejoicing swept over the 
assembly as it spontaneously arose, 
breaking forth in song : "Prais'e God 
from whom all blessings flow." 
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cupy," and has it not occupied more 
effectively? 

For ·years the Church of Christ has 
been at a stands.till so far as numerical 
growth is concerned, but since the 
revelation authorizing the selection, of 
men who would "serve as Apostles," 
it has grown and is certainly "more 
effectively" occupying. There are 
now 21 'churches in fellowship with 
the Church of Christ, whereas there 
was but one at the time of receiving 
the Revelation. 

The int~resting and spiritual times 
in connection with the selection of the 
Twelve we leave for another letter. 
Suffice it to say it was indeed a won­
derful time in which the Spirit bore 
assuring witness of the Father's care. 

-D. M, 

Nothing hasty was done at the, Con- THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
ference·. The Committee felt that they 
needed more time . . Ai:cordingly their What Society Has The Best Right 
request was granted, and the Confer- , . To The Name? 
ence adjourned awaiting the time 
when the Committee would respond By H. E. MOLER. 
to the heavenly appointed task. There are several organizations 

How much in conformity with the claiming the name, Church of Christ. 
restoration plan were all these pro- Can they all be Christ's church? If/ 
ceedings. Brethren Whitmer and so, why are they not united? ff all 
Cowdery were appointed as a Com- can not be The Church of Christ, 
mittee to select men for the Twelve. which one is, if any? There is some­
God could have spoken and desig- thing more required than the mere 
nated all by name, but He chose to name, however much importance may 
work through human agency. That be attached to a name, to make an 
Committee did not act immediately. organization truly, The Church of 
They waited; and alas, they waited too 

' long. It was six years before the 
men of the Twelve were selected, and 
during the interval many errors crept 
unto the Church, such as the selec­
tion of a High Council, the ch;:rnging 
of the name of the Church, the altera­
tion of the revelations, and the 
squelching of the Book of Command­
ments. 

During the Conference Sister Hor­
ton had an unusual experience, con­
firming· to her the divine appointment 
of the Committee above referred to. 
Fasting for several days that she 
might know for herself, she was car­
ried in vision to the Templ~ Lot, and 
gazing at the building occupied by' the 
Church of Christ, she saw flowing 
forth from every window and the 
doors, billows of brilliant light. On 
the crest of those billows she saw the 
two members of the Committee­
Elders Moler and Wipper. They 
were in the light and were being sus­
tained by it. 'Twas enough. She wa:s 
assured of their selection. Many 
other testimonies were related con­
firmatory of the proceedings. 

There is one thing in the brief "mes­
sage'' referred to that has r~ceived 
striking fulfillmen't. It was said that 
the Twelve should be selected " in or­
der that the Church of Christ 'may 
be prepared to more effectively oc-

·NO MORE 
No more pain or soreness is 
experienced from Chiroprac­
tic adjustments when the 

Spears 
Painless System 

is used. The development of 
this system means more to 
Chiropractic and suffering 
humanity than any other 
development since the dis­
covery .of this science. It not 
only removes the pain from 
adjustments but actually 
makes them soothing and 
pleasant. It is not severe 
enough to make a baby cry. 
And it actually gives far 
greater results than the ,old 
systems. If you are inter­
ested in regaining your 
health in a PAINLESS and 
pleasant manner, call and 
see us. 

REESE & REESE 
Carl Building 
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Christ. It must have the approval of, 
and communion with the Christ. 

About the oldest organization bear­
ing this name, now 'in existence on 
the earth, is one wing of the move­
ment begun by Thomas and Alexan­
der Campbell, in the early part of the 
Nineteenth Century. They claimed a 
return to primitive Christianity. And 
to their credit it must be said that 
they made a great improvement over 
existing religions of their time, and 
especially so far as demanding obedi­
ence to the ordinances of the gospel 
is concerned. But. they claimed no 
divine authority,for the movement, but 
rather repudiated the idea of continu­
ous revelation and divine inspira_tion, 
and therefore was lacking in that 
first great essential that has charac­
terized the beginning of God's work 
in the history of all past dispensations 
-divine direction. 

From 1827 to 1830 a work was in 
development that culminated in the 
organization of a church bearing a 
name given of God in revelation, 
which name was The Church of 
Christ. In origin, teaching and prac­
tice this movement was in accord with 
the.Scr.iptures and the history of God's 
work on earth in all the past. It 
claimed divine direction for its exis-

Cook & Sermon 
Groceries and Meats 

"We Deliver the Goods" 

North Side Square 
Phone 1870 

It Pays to Present a Neat 

Appearance. Have Your 

Hair Cut Regula,rly 

at 

John Schwab's 
Barber, Shop 

Under 
Bank of Independence 

Save on Your X mas Shopping 
at 

Greene Stores Co. 
107 East Lexington 
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tence. Not only visions given to one 
individual, but angelic ministrations to 
different persons, The bestowal of 
divine authority was by ordination of 
an angel_ received by two men at the 
same time. 

The name Church of Christ was 
used as the official name for about' 
four years in the history of this 
church, when by action of a confer­
ence, and without any divine direc­
tion, the name was changed to that of 
"The Church· of the Latter Day 
Saints." Why this was_ done, has 
never been explained satisfactorily. 
Why should they change from the 
name that Jesus Christ himself gave 
to t!;ie ,church on this continent? The 
history of the changing of the name 
has been told in previous issues of 
The Advocate, so we will rot dwell 
on that thought now. But the church 
was known officially by no other name 
until 1834. 

The church continued as one organ­
ization, though under a changed name, 
until 1844, when a breaking up occur­
red, resulting in the dispersion of the 
body into various fragments. Among 
those fragments were a few members 
of the church living nea1· Bloomington, 
Illinois, who continued their meetings 
right along endeavoring to adhere to 
the gospel in its purity. Recognizing 
the church had made a mistake in 
changing the ·name, they adopted the 
name as first given to them, and to 
that name they still cling. They have 
been nicknamed "Hedrickites," be­
cause for years a man by the name 
of Granville Hedrick was their pre­
siding elder. These people were the 
first to return to Independence, Mis­
souri, and openly avow their idenity 
after the expulsion of the saints from 
Jackson County in 1833. 

Those who adhered to the claims of' 
David Whitmer also called themselves 
by the name, Church of Christ. But 
that movement was not a continuation 
of the church that was organized April 
6, 1830, and ·as an organization they_ 
are now extinct. So that disposes of 
their claim to the name. 

Recently some withdrew from The 
Church · of Christ on the Temple Lot 
and have formed another church to 
which they have given the name, The 
Church of Christ, with some paren­
thetical qualification or reservation 
attached to said name. But as their 
withdrawal was due to the failure of 
their attempt to disrupt the Church 
of Christ by endea,;oring to introduce 
governmental procedure · contrary to 
the belief and practice of the church 
from 1830 to the present, their claim 
to be the Church of Christ will not 
be taken very seriously by believers 
in the angel's message and students of 
the latter day work. Some colored 
people have the same name as some 
white people, but that do.es not make 

~-

them white. This new church repudi­
ates several things which ,the ti<ue 
Church of Christ has stood for from 
1830 until now. Having only come 
into existence within the last few 
months, they' can hardly trace their 
origin as a church back to 1830. 

The church with headquarters on 
the Temple Lot is the only church in 
existence, bearing that name, which 
can trace its existence as a church • 
back to April 6, 1830, and is the only 
church in the world standing for what 
the church stood for at that time. Evi­
dently God.has been with, and blessed 
them as they have endeavored to re­
turn to "the old paths." And to a 
cast down, discouraged, heart-sick lat­
ter day Israel they are saying, "Come, 
return and let us walk and build as 
God directed at first." As the pure 
water is to be found at the fountain 
head, so the unsullied truth of the lat­
ter day message may be found by 
going back with the Church of Christ 
to the beginning of this last dispensa­
tion,' 1829, 1830. 

An unbiased investigation of his­
torical facts will convince seekers for 
truth that The Church of Christ with 
headquarters on the Temple Lot, has 
the right to that name. 
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Our Greatest Need 

Not in any preaching spirit, but 
merely as stating a fact which current 
events emphasize, I would say: 

"The greatest need of humankind 
today is to check the drift away from 
the ancient faith in God, in the soul, 
and in life after death." 

Ever since biologists and physiolo­
gists began to stress the mechanical 
aspects of the human organism, the 
major trend has been in the 4irection 
of a materialistic philosophy. . Of late 
years this has been increasingly ac­
centuated. 

More and more-and not by the 
learned alone, -but by great masses of 
people-the view is accepted that God 
is but another name for Nature, and 
the soul is a figment of the imagina­
tion, and that once a person dies he 
stays dead for all eternity. 

Naturally and necessarily interest 
in the things of this world has in­
tensified-likewise desire to get the 
utmost possible· out of this world as 
being the only world out of which 
one can get anything. Science and 
invention have collaborated both to en­
large knowledge of this world and to 
provide added means of enjoying it. 

Again not surprisingly, this has re­
sulted in a mad scramble for enjoy­
ment, and for the wealth on which 
depends any great measure of partici­
pation in material comforts and pleas­
ures. But wealth is not to be had for 
the asking. 

The gaining of wealth requires ef­
fort, i:equires sacrifices of the all-too­
short time · fo r enjoying this world. 
Also, even with a maximum of effort, 
not everybody can gain an .abundance 
of wealth. 

Consequently, urged by the two~fold 
craving for wealth and for pleasurt, 
one observes a terrible competition. Its 
harvest is not joy but misery, and, as 
it mounts, greed, envy, vice, crime, 
hatred, evils innumerable mount with 
it. 

In vain the discerning counsel un­
selfishness, co-operation, moderation, 
control. Their counsel falls on ears 
deafened by conscious or subsconcious 
acceptance-of the materialistic dogma 
that man is only a mechanism and 
that, being a mere mechanism, he per-
ishes with death. 

No, judged solely by the pragmatic 
test, materialism will not do. , 

It does not work, and never can it 
be made to work. Nor is it by ·any 
possibility the way to peace, to happi­
ness, to self-realization. 

The way to these is the old time 
way of sincere religious belief. 

By H. ADDINGTON BRUCE. 

From the Kansas City Star for No­
-vember 27, 1926. 

"Right al.ways prevails, finally." 
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"V ' IM. " engence s 1ne, 
Saith the Lord 

( One Wednesday evening, in prayer 
meeting on the Temple Lot, a sister 
related a testimony that made such 
an impression on many who heard it 
that we requested the sister to write 
the testimony for the Advocate.-Ed'.) 

Several years ago I was greatly mis­
represented, so much so. as to damage 
my reputation. Being of a nature that 
demands justice, I resenred these ma­
licious lies. I was in a strange place, 
so no one knew my real character. 
When tale bearers would inform me 
of each new lie told by my enemies, 
I would rail and storm. My nerves 
became ra.w, and many an hour was 
spent in walking the floor, alternately 
ppying and declaring vengence. 

One night I dreamed that a very 
large black man was chasing me into 
a valley. My brother and husband 
were trying to assist me. We had 
arms and rocks J or our defense. I 
threw and hit him and he was im­
mediately transformed into several 
small imps, representing lies. As fast 
as we would hit one of these it would 
separate into two or three different 
individuals. Finally the hill side was 
swanning with them. 

I said, "Look at the battle! What 
shall we do ?" We ran into a · small 
building for protection, and the evil 
host surrounded it. A voice said, 
"Throw away your arms and go to 
praying." I was very reluctant to do 
this, for I could not have faith enough. 
The third time the voice told me this 
I said to · the boys, "We must throw 
away the arms and trust God." We 
did this, and immediately all t race of 
our enemies left. 

This dream showed me the futility . 
of fighting the power of Satan with 
human weapons. I began to fast and 
pray, and I ceased trying to stop the 
evil lies with my own efforts. Shortly 
afterwards several severe trials fell 
upon those who had deliberately tried 
to ruin me, and after many sore t rials 
those people were brought down in 
deep sorrow and humility, and today 
they are trying to do their best to serve 
the Lord. 

T he trials did not . come to them 
merely for my vengence, but the lat­
ter day work in that place was being 
damaged because of the false state­
ments that were being made. God 
came to my rescue, and in vindicating 
me, the efforts I put forth in behalf 
of the gospel became more fruitful. 
Thus has God pointed out to me many 
a valuable lesson in life. Since then, 
I have tried to profit by the dream 
and experience I had, and fast and 
pray when people wrongfully use me. 
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and Wonder, by Macgregor, 60 cents 
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Dream, or Vision 
Given to BRO. CHESLEY, of Denver, 

' Colorado. 
. Out in the street he saw animals 
shaped like bears, only much larger, 
and of fearful countenances. They 
were fierce and savage, and were tear­
ing to pieces every human being they 
could get to. His thought was to 
reach the saints, and warn them. By 
some means, as if he had power to 
move through the air, he was lifted 
above the beasts. Then he saw, com­
,ing ,down from mountain and plain, 
herds of these beasts. The earth was 
filled with thenJ. They entered the 
homes of the people tearing to pieces 
men, women and children. Some 
cried up to Bro. Chesley to come down 
and shoot the beasts. Being above the 
beasts, he had a good chance to aim 
at them, and he shot several. Desir­
ing to see what they were like, he 
came down to examine them. He 
touched one with his foot. It got upon 
its feet, and the others he had shot 
rose to their feet, also, but instead 
of being savage. with him, they began 
to play and frolic around him and lick 
his bands. 

Then Brother Chesley was told to 
take down our little V shaped sign in 
front of our hall, on which is printed, 
"The Church of Christ, Welcome," 
and to put it on as a breastplate, the 
point pointing outward in front of 
him, and to go and gather in our mem­
bers of the Church ; with this sigh 
leading they would all be safe. 

He saw the people of the Church 
gathered at the Church. They could 
go in and out and receive no harm 
from the beasts. . Their vicious na­
ture seemed changed 'every time one 
of the church members would go -near 
them. Even the little children of the 
member!? were safe, and the beasts 
would play with them, and lick their 
hands. In the homes where other 
people lived Jwho were not of the 
Church the beasts would enter and 
tear to pieces all they could reach. 

The brother who reports the above 
says he believes the beasts signify ~e 
plagues that are to be poured out upon 
the people, but that in the Church of 
Christ there is safety. 

"Skepticism," said Emerson, "is 
slow suicide. What men need to know 
is that not only is skepticism spiritual 
death, but it is also intellectual sui­
cide. Unbelief means the abnegation 
of the reason as well as the demission 
of faith. The infidel lacks the funda-

. mental postulate of all intellection as 
well as of all religion-faith in the 
Christ who is personalized truth." 

Let us send you a bundle of tracts, 
send us a dollar for· ,the tract fund. 
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"Whatever ·our present conceptions 
of Jesus Christ may be, we•ought to 
approach our study of his teachings 
with a sense of reverence. With the 
slenderest human means means at his 
disposal, within a brief span of time, 
he raised. our understanding of God 
and of human life to new levels for­
ever, and set forces in motion which 
revolutionized history."-W a I t e r 
Rauschenbusch. 

Sister Mary Summerfield, of Stew­
artsville, Mo., donated a quilt to the 
sisters of the Independence church, 
the workmanship of her own hands. 
Sister Wisemore, of Mount Washing­
ton, gave ten dollars for it, with the 
understanding that the money would 
be applied on the church debt. As 
this was the wish of the donar, the 
money will be turned over for that 
purpose. 1 

A Christmas Suggestion; Send the 
·Advocate to your friends One Yr., 
$1 .00. 
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Items of News 
Independence.-Four applications 

for membership have been received in 
the last month. They are Mrs. Ama­
riet J. Conner, Derby, Indiana, Mrs. 
Stella Humphrey, ,Cleveland, Ohio, 
Mrs. J. V. Roberts, of Independence, 
and Elder W. A : Moler, of Wellston, 
Ohio. Our heart and our hand are 
extended to these sisters and the 
brother. 

The saints have been gladdened and 
cheered by the good meetings we have 
had in the last month, while members 
have received blessings to themselves 
in dream, vision, and revelation. When 
one of our elder~ was preaching with 
splendid liberty Sunday evening, Nov. 
28th, another of the elders saw on the 
wall the likeness of a man, very white, 
like electric light. A sister in the con­
gregation saw the vision, also. 

Following a spiritual address Sun­
day morning, the elder assisting was 
prompted by the Spirit to say a few 
words. They proved to convey a mes­
sage that a sister had come praying 
to know. In the afternoon of the 
same day we had a fine prayer meet­
ing that encouraged all present. 

Our Wednesday evening prayer 
meeting, Dec. 1st, will not soon be 
forgotten. - Several spoke by the 
Spirit, and every one was happy. 
Th~re was a feeling of love and unity 
present that made us think we had 
nothing to fear if only we continued 
as we were then. We have our trials 
at this place, and we have been warned 
that we shall be sifted, and yet we 
are made. to feel that God is drawing 
nearer, and are ~ncouraged to believe 
that the faithful few will not be dis-

MYERS STORE 
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appointed of seeing th,e work blossom 
and thrive in spite of the efforts of 
the adversary to hinder. 

The regular quarterly conference or 
busi~ess meeting was held Monday · 
evening, December 6th. Notw_ith­
standing ·the inclement weather most 
of the faithful ones .were present. 
Elder, J. V. Roberts was chosen to 
act as a teacher until _ the next elec­
tion .of officers. It was decided to try 
holdmg our Sunday social service at 
6 .P. M. instead of Sunday afternoon. 
The following action was taken ex­
pressing our sentiments relative to 
general conference. It- was moved 
that the next conference be a dele­
gate conference, and that the delegates 
chosen shall preferably be composed 
of- the. Melchised~c priesthood. 

The "Come-Joiri-Us-Club" of Port 
Huron, Michigan, is planning a ba­
zaar for the benefit of the church 
debt. They a1e working hard. En­
thusiasms like this wins. 

We enjoyed the visi.t of Bro. H. E. 
Moler recently. He preached for us 
Sunday evening, Dec. 6th, and was 
present at our quarterly 'business 
meeting the evening of Dec. 7th. 

Bro. Buckley writes from Denver; 
"We have been having some very 
spiritual services lately. At one re­
cent service we had the gift of tongues 
and interpretation, and two gifts of 
prophecy. These things are strength­
ening. The recognition of our heaven­
ly Father brings comfort and cheer." 

Sist~r Amariet J. Conner, who has 
recently been received into fellowship 
in the Church of Christ writes: "I 
have proof that the Church of Ch~ist 
is right. It was made known to me 
that H . E. Moler was to be one of 
the first spokesmen, or in other wbrds, 
one of the first chosen to be an apos­
tle." 

Council Bluffs, Iowa.- Our services 
for the month ending Nov. 28th ended 

· very successfully. Our cotfage meet­
ings have proven the !).1ost beneficial 
of any meetings held in Council Bluffs 
since the writer has been a member of 
the Church of Christ. 

A peaceful, instructive experience 
has been ours to enjoy, and we feel 
to thank God for His blessings. 

Truly we have been amused at the 
various statements which are circu­
lated about us. Reports come t9 our 
ears that our membership is diminish­
ing all the time, and that they are 
gradually returning to their former 
church affiliations. If that is true 
the writer is not aware of the condi­
tion, and thus far we have been a 
regtJ.lar attendant and find most of 
the familiar faces there each ~unday. 

Those who are absent are of neces­
sity kept a.yay, some because of sick­
ness, and others for reasons over 
which they have no control. No, I 
hardly believe their statements ·are 
correct. 
. We are frank to state, however, that 
if our numbers should decrease it 
should not discourage us. Why should 
it? True, we might feel sorry that 
those who left us were not wining to 
cast their lot with us, yet this is God's 
work, and he, only, can select timber 
which will withstand the processes of 
preparation for building; in fact, such 
material as will be satisfactory in the 
erection and completion of his (God's) 
work. He wants such timber as the 
sturdy oak etc., good, solid material 
which )¥ill prove it's worth in the end, 
and I feel that is the kind of material 
which our local has to-day. It is at­
tested by their faithfulness. 

We were .pleased and edified by· a 
visit from Brother and Sister Robert5 
of Independence. We surely enjoyed 
having them here and listening to the 
beautiful- discourse given by Brother 
Roberts. We hope they and others 
may visit us often as possible. 

Last Sunday every service was so 
enjoyable, especially our prayer ser-
vice. Every one present offered ' 
prayer, and bore encouraging testi­
monies, and the songs of praise were 
filled with a sweet harmony born of 
the Spirit. · 

How good God is, and how merci-
ful. . 

This month of Dececmber we will 
meet in the home of Brother and Sis­
ter Howard Ritchison, 641 Benton 
St., Council Bluffs. 

-Correspondent. 
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Observations 
Between 450 and 425 years before 

Christ when Jacob and Joseph, sons 
of Lehi, were looking after the spirit­
ual welfare of the people, "there came 
a man among the Nephites whose 
name was Sherem." T his man is de­
scribed as learned, with a "perfect 
knowledge of the language of the peo­
ple," and "much power of speech." 
vVe are told that "with flatter1ng 
words" he sougµt to destroy the faith 
of the people in the coming of Christ. 
The skeptic naturally siezes upon fu­
ture events. This ·man approached 
one of the servants of God thus: 

"Brother Jacob, I have sought much 
opportunity that I might speak unto 
vou; for I have heard and also know 
that· thou goest about much, preach­
ing that which ye call the gospel, or 
the doctrine of Christ; and ye 'have 
Jed away much of this people, that 
they pervert the right way of God, 
and keep not the Jaw of Moses, which 
is the right way; and convert the law 
of Moses into the worship of a being, 
which ye say shall come many hundred 
years hence." ( Jacob 5, beginning with 
the first verse.) 

Other such characters appeared 
among the N ephites from time to time, 
men of ability and drawing person­
ality, whose sophistry deceived many. 
Those who lack knowledge with which 
to challenge error, fall easy prey to 
seductive doctrines. Jesus one time 
said: 

"Ye do err, not knowing the scrip-
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titres, nor the power of God." ( Matt. 
22 :29.) 

Korihor, between ninety and sev- . 
enty five years before Christ, tried 'to 
shake the confidence of the people in 
the prophecies, with the object of de­
stroying their faith in Christ, as false 
teachers before him had t ried to do. 
He told the people: 

"Behold, these things which ye call 
prophecies, which ye say are handed 
down by the holy prophets, behold, 

( Continued on Page 15) 

Providence,· R. I.- This first Sun­
day . in December brought a heavy 
snow storm, which started during the 
morning service and continued all day. 
It did not prevent us from enjoying 
a peaceful time together, however. 

It is wonderful, the happiness we 
experience when we try to do the 
Master's will. Personally, we never 
go to a meeting but we leave with 
a stronger desire to live nearer to God. 
There is real joy in service. 

Our pastor, Bro. H. B. Johnson, 
preached by request at the "Union 
Services" Sunday afternoon, to a 
large gathering. Different ministers 
take part. Bro. Johnson has preached 
twice for them. One man said he had 
not been in church for twenty year:, 
but would attend those meetings so 
long as they continued. We never 
know what fruit will be gatheved in 
the harvest from the seed we sow. 
-AGNES MAE HARVEY, Correspondent 
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Taps 
(The following is a favorite poem, 

from an old scrap book.) _, __ 
The clocks were on the stroke of 

, twelve, • 
The moon was bright and high; 
A f9otstep broke the frozen crust, 
A shadow passed me by. 
I saw a veteran lame and old, 
Whose march was almost done ; 
The battered knapsack on h~s back 
Was empty, like his gun. 

The silver chimes began to ring, 
I heard a bugle blow; 
A dashing soldier, young an<l fair, 
Came riding o'er the snow. 
The frost was ·on his coat of blue 
And on his yellow plume, 
And on his sword he bore a rose­
A r.ed, red rose-in bloom. 

He halted where the aged man 
Had fallen in the snows, 
And icy winds had made for him 
A bed of white repose. 
He set his bugle to bis lips, 
The notes of "taps" he blew, 
And then I knew that I beheld 
The old year and the new. 

For the enemy, sharpening his knife 
to destroy, shall be made a servant to 
cut away the dead branches f~om the 
tree that shall heal the nations. 

~N. D. HILLIS. 
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The Choice Seer-Who Is He? 
Because there is considerable dif­

ference of opinion prevailing to-day 
on the question, we thought it might 
be interesting to many, if not all of 
our readers, to make an analytical 
examination of the 2d chapter of 2d 
Nephi. 

A careful reading of the text shows 
that this seer is to be a "choice seer" 
unto the descendants of Lehi, because 
the work the choice seer will do will 
be of great importance and blessing 
to Lehi's descendants. 

Lehi knows that his earthly sojourn 
is near an end. He has called his 
sons to him, and addressed such words 
to each c1:s he has felt prompted to do, 
or has been moved upon by the in­
spiration coming to him in each case. 
In the chapter under examination he 
is speaking of his youngest son, 
Joseph. Perhaps the boy's name had 
something to do with reminding Lehi 
of the promise that was bestowed upon 
his ancient progenitor, the Joseph who 
was sold into Egypt. After giving his 
son an account of the promise that 
was bestowed upon ancient Joseph, 
Lehi says to the boy: "Wherefore, 
because of this covenant thou art 
blessed." (Verse 45.) Lehi was de­
scended from ancient Joseph, there­
fore his sons were descendants of an­
cient Joseph, also, and must necessar­
ily be included in the ancient blessing. 

THE PROMISE. The promise be­
stowed upon ancient Joseph is as fol-
lows, given in Lehi's words: -

"And he obtained a promise of the 
Lord, that out of the fruit of his loins, 
the Lord God would raise up a 
righteoiis. branch unto the house of 
Israel; not the Messiah, but a branch 
which was to be broken off; never­
theless, to be remembered in covenants 
of ihe Lord, that the Messiah should 
be made manifest unto them in the lat­
ter days, in the spirit of power, unto 
the bringing of them out of darkness 
unto light; yea, out of hidden dark­
ness and out of captivity unto free- · 
dam." (Verses 7, 8, 9.) 

THE INSTRUMENT. We will 
now consider the instrument through 
whose work the promise was to be 
fulfilled in due time. Lehi says: 

"For Joseph truly testified, saying: 
A seer shall the Lord my God raise 
1,p, who shall be a choice seer unto 
the fruit of my loins. Yea, Joseph 
truly said, Thus saith the Lord unto . 
me : A choice 'Seer will I raise up out 
of the fruit of thy loins; and he shall 
be esteemed highly among the fruit of 
thy loins." (Verses 10, 11.) 

Notice that the seer, as well as the 
people whom his work should bless, 
would be descended from ancient 
Joseph. Verse 12 speaks of the peo­
ple as the "brethren" of the choice 
seer; says that the seer would "do a 
work for ...... his brethren, which shall 
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be of great worth unto them, even to 
the bringing of them to the knowledge 
of the covenants which I have made 
with thy fathers." 

The descendants of ancient Joseph 
who would so liighly esteem the work 
of the seer would be a branch that 
was broken off, we read in verse 8 
which all Book of Mormon student~ 
understand was the colony of Lehi 
that was led to the choice land. We 
are not told, however, that tHe choice 
seer would come through that 
branch, but, as we no1:_:d before, they 
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would be brethren. How relations.hip 
could exist, and yet the choice seer 
not come from the same branch is 
expiained by the fact that ancient 
Joseph had two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh. The branch that was brok­
en off was descended from Manasseh 
· ( see Alma 8: 3), as Book of Mormon 
students know, and we see that a great 
promise is made to this branch. 

Though Ephraim was scattered 
among the nations, his grandfather, 
Jacob, declared_ that the greater prom­
ise was for him. ( See Genesis 48 : 
19.) Ephraim might have a. differ­
ent part to play in the drama of life, 
but w~ shall see from other scripture 
that. his part would converge in the 
fulf1llment 0£ the promise to his 
brother, Manasseh. Ephraim was to 
be the "firstborn" in the last days. 
( See Jeremiah 31 : 6-9.) For that 
declaration to be true, Ephraim must 
come into the covenant first when the 
fullness of the gospel should be re­
stored. Another promise was that the 
"stick of Joseph" was to be in "the 
[iand of Ephraim" (Ezekiel 37: 19), 
m the last days. The only way this 
could be fulfilled would be for the 
Book of Mormon, the only sacred rec­
ord we have that was written exclu­
sively by desc~ndants of Joseph, to 
be committed unto those of Ephrai­
mite descent. 

MUST BE OF EMPRAIM. To 
conclude from the term brethren that 

, the choice seer would come through 
the Manasseh branch of the family 
would _not fulfill the scriptural state­
ments we have cited, and a conclusion, 
to be correct, MUST AGREE WITH ALL 
SCRIPTURE. When we say that the 
ch?ice seer was to come through Eph­
raim, however, we take a position that 
loses sight of no statement in the Book 
of Mormon or the Bible, but accords 
beautifully with every statement per­
taining to the subject. 

THE WORK WOULD CON­
VERT, NOT THE MAN. Some 
tak.e the position that the "choice seer" 
would personally convert the Laman­
ites. The text does not say so. It 
says the descendants of Joseph should 
be blessed through the work that the 
"choice seer" would do. It was the 
work that he would inaugurate that 
would be "of great worth unto them, 
even. to the bringing of them to the 
knowledge of the covenants" made to 
their ,fathers. ( See verse 12.) 

Verse 30 leaves no doubt on this 
point : "For the thing which, the Lord 
shall bring forth by his hand, by the 
power of the Lord shall bring my peo­
ple u,nto salruation." 

I 

HE WOULD TRANSLATE THE 
RECORD OF THEIR FATHERS. 
What was the work this "choice seer .. 
was to perform? A careful reading 
of the chapter will show that it all 
rested upon the bringing forth of a 

..._ 



book. He was going to translate the 
writings of the N ephites, or such por­
tion of it as should be "expedient" 
in God's wisdom to go unto their de­
scendants in the last days, and it would 
be "as if the fruit of thy loins had 
cr·ied unto them from the du.st;-And 
they shall cry fron-i the dust; 31ea, even 
repentance i,nto their brethren, even 
after many generations have gone by 
them." (Verses 39, 40.) 

Further along, Nephi speaks in re­
gard to the book the "choice seer" 
would translate; he says: "And the 
things which shall be written out of 
the book shall be of great worth unto 
the children of men, and especially 
unto our seed, which is a remnant of 
the house of Israel. (2 Nephi 12: 
2.) ' 

THROUGH GENTILE INSTRU­
MENTALITY. Nephi also· shows 
that the "choice seer" would not take 
the book to the Lamanites, in person. 
The book should go first to the Gen­
tiles, and in the due time of the Lord, 
T HE GENTILES would take the book to 
the Lamanites. 

"For after the book of which I have 
spoken shall come forth, and be writ­
ten unto the Gentiles, and sealed up 
again unto the Lord, there shall be 
many which shall believe the words 
which are written; AND THEY SHALL 
CARRY THEM FORTH UNTO THE RE1,1:­

N ANTS OF OUR SEED. And then shall 
the remnant of our seed know con­
cerning us, how that we came out 
from J ernsalem, and that they are de­
scendants of the Jews. And the gos­
pel of J esi,s Christ shall be declared 
among them; wherefore, they shall be 
restored unto the knowledge of their 
fathers, and also to the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, which was had among 
their f a.thers. And then shall they re­
joice; for they shall know that it is 
a blessing unto them from ,the hand of 
God; arrd their scales of darkness shall 
begin to fall from their eyes: and 
many generations shall not pass away 
among them, save they shall be a 
white and a delightsome people." (2 
:t,Jephi 12 : 80-84.) 

BIBLE AND BOOK OF MOR­
MON. Least any not acquainted with 
the Book of Mormon should get the 
idea it teaches that it would be the 
only book that would be instrumental 
in the conversion of the Lam~nites, 
we call attention to verses 18 and 19 
of the chapter we are examining (2 
Nephi 2) . There it will be seen that 

.the record of Judah, the Bible, had 
already gone forth, and the Nephite 
record would confirm the truth of the 
Jewish record, and be another witness 
in bringing the descendants of Lehi 
to a knowledge of their Redeemer in 
the last days. 

Nephi, in that wonderful vision re­
corded in 1 Nephi, chapter 3, saw it 
all. He saw the coming forth of the 

~ 
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Book of Mormon, saw the Gentiles 
take it to the descendants of his 
father in the last days, and was shown 
that when it went to them it estab­
lished the truth of the record of the 
Jew, or of the "twelve apostles of the 
Lamb"-the New Testament, which 
the Gentiles had already taken to them. 

"These last records which thou hast 
seen among the Gentiles shall estab­
lish the truth. of the first, WHICH 
ARE OF THE TWELVE APOS­
T LE.S OF THE LAMB, and shall 
make known the plain and precious 
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things which have been taken away 
from them." ( 1 Nephi 3 : 192.) 

The Lord said through Ezekiel that 
the "stick of Joseph" and the "stick 
of Judah" "shall be one in mine hand." 
(~zekiel 37 : 19. ) 

CHOICE SEER NOT THE 
LAMANITE PROPHET. The sec­
ond chapter of 2 Nephi, verses 68 and 
47, speaks of a Lamanite prophet that 
shall be raised up among the Laman­
ites, who wilI render valuable service 
in the conversion of his people, · but 
he is not the "choice seer" with whom 
the chapter chiefly deals. 

The choice seer brings forth a book 
that is likened to a voice "from the 
dust." The book-is a record of Lehi's 
descendants on the choice land. It is 
the same work that is referred to in 
Isaiah 29. When the learned man 
excuses himself for not reading the 
"words of a book," thex are delivered 
"to him that is not learned" ( verses 
1 r, 12.), and the book is compared 
to "speech" that "shall whisper out 
of the dust." (Verse 4.) The book 
will be a powerful help in bringing 
men out of darkness into light. 

"And in that day shall the deaf 
hear the words of the book, and the 
eyes of the blind shall see out of ob­
scurity, and oi,t of darkness." (Isa. 
29 : 18.) 

Notice that in both the Bible and 
the Book of Mormon the "book" is 
described in the ~ame way, as coming 
out of the ground; it would enlarge 
men's understanding of the things of 
God; it would be instrumental in 
bringing about the restoration of 
Israel. 

A distinguishing feature of the 
work of the "choice seer" is that he 
will translate the book that is to come 
from the dust. It is a well known 
fact that Joseph Smith did that work 
under the peculiar circumstances de­
scribed by Isaiah, Lehi and Nephi. To 
say that Joseph was not the "choice 
seer" is to say that another will come 
who will do identically the same work 
he did, and prophecy not only makes 
no provision for a repetition of the 
circumstances, but is positively against 
the idea, for we are told that the work 
inaugurated by the "choice seer" will 
bring about the fulfillment of God's 
promises to Israel, and will eventuate 
in the second coming of Christ and 
the setting up of the millennial reign. 
There is but one "choice seer" spoken 
of, and he was to do the peculiar work 
of translating the words that were 
to come "from the dust." Joseph 
Smith fulfilled that prophecy. 

We do not deny that other pro­
phets will come, and it is perfectly 
reasonable to suppose that among 
them there should be a Lamanite, but 
he will not, he can not be tfie "choice 
seer," for his work was done by 
Joseph Smith, the first prophet of the 
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latter day restoration, the seer who 
translated the Nephite record that is 
to bring the Lamanites to a knwoledge 
of their fathers. 

In the vision of Nephi ·as recorded 
in the 3rd chapter of 1st Nephi, he 
was shown the coming forth of the 
Nephite record, and the restoration of 
the fulness of the gospel, and he de­
clared: 

"Then at that day, the work of the 
Father shall commence, in preparing 
the way for the fulfilling of his cov­
enants which he hath ,nade to his peo­
ple, who are of the house of Israel." 
(Verse 2.37) 

Some would have us believe that 
the "marvelous work and a wonder" 
is yet in the futu re, but the prophets 
of the Bible and the Book of Mor­
mon are unanimous in testifying that 
it has already begun; that it started 
with the coming forth of the Book of 
Mormon through the instrumentality 
of the "choice seer," Joseph Smith. 
W hatever lies before us in the future 
are but steps in the progress of the 
latter day work that will culminate in 
the full filling of God's promises to 
I srael. 

--L. P. S. 

Trees 
By MARSHALL T. JAMISON. 

When I'm alone 'wa,y out in the woods, 
Such funny thoughts come t9 me; 

I imagine the trees are people 
And they really seem to be. 

Fer I can see trees of all kinds there 
Jest like some people I know; 

Some of 'em standin' tall and straight 
And some of 'em bending low. 

Some trees are ugly, an' knotty, an' 
rough, 

Without a redeemin' trait, 
An' then there's some 'at you cannot 

trust 
Tho' staridin' tall an' straight, 

Fer you can see places in the t runk 
Vvhich show th' rotten heart, 

An' you know they won't do to tie to; 
You know they won't do their part. 

Then, there's some that seem to pro­
tect 

Th' weak.er ones all arouhd, 
An' the tiny vines clamber over 'em 

As if to be kept safe an' sound. 
If you were caught out there in a 

storm 
That's th' tree you'd want to find, 

An' you feel as if 'twas protectin' you 
Th' same as the little vine. 

Yes, there are t rees there like some 
people, 

Just rank "pizen" thru an' thru, 
You'd walk clean round or thru th' 

woods • 
To keep 'em from touchin' you. 

T hen there's little trees that aint 
growed up, 
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And vou don't know what they'll 
be, 

They may grow strong and tall and 
plumb, · 

Or as crooked as any you see. 

If they're growin' up in good companx, 
Where th' older trees grow straight,. 

They're likely to grow jest like 'em 
An' try their beauty to mate; 

' But if they grow in th' clump brush 
They're likely to gnarl and crook, . 

An' they'll ne'er make tall and pretty 
trees 

Like those standin' there by th' 
brook. 

So I guess trees are like- people, 
And known by the company kept ; 

An' I guess th' same Maker made 'em 
, An' since makin' 'em often wept 
To think how far they'd missed th' 

mark 
In bein' so bent an' mean ; 

When He intended fer 'em all · 
To be straight, ,an' true, an' clean. 

The above poem, by our business 
manager, has been published twice be­
fore, in Scottish Rite Progress, and in 
Dierks' Superior Pine News. 
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From A Letter 
By 1\1:AY Pl{EM:O 

"I long, as it seems I have never 
longed before, to really know Christ. 
I grope, and listen, but there is no 
specific response. All is as it has 
always been; as it sometimes seems 
it must always be. But yet, at times, 
I sense a tenseness in the spiritual 
air, like the heavy lull that comes be­
fore a storm, when all nature seems 
to hold its breath in suspense. A deep 
quiet, a waiting, as if something por­
tentious were about to happen. I do 
not pretend to be gifted with inspira­
tion, but -r have a feeling that we are 
all asleep with the heavy, sodden sleep 
that comes in that darkest hour before 
the dawn, when vitality, physical as 
well as spiritual, is at its lowest ebb. 
What will occur to waken us I do not 
!mow, but that something will, must, 
seems sure. We can not go on ,in­
definitely in this·half dormant fashion, 
and hope for divine blessing and final 
salvation. A laborer is not paid for 
loafing on the job, and the sentry who 
sleeps at his post is shot at sunrise. 
W hy should we expect God's favor 
for calling ourselves his servants and 
followers if we sit around at ease? 
Perhaps the call to waken has not yet 
come, but is it not sometimes com­
mendable to arise before the alarm 
sounds, and get busy?" 

The Book of Mormon-What 
It Is 

Preeminently an American book. 
The oldest history of America. 
The only history of ancient 

America. 
Written by Americans. 
Written of Americans. 
W ritten for Americans, and others. 
T ells of America's past. , 
P rophesies concerning America's 

future. 
Tells who the real Americans, the 

Indians, are. ' 
Foretells the destiny of the .Ameri­

can Indian. 
Accounts for the ruins of America. 
Explains the natural wonders of 

America. 
The Bible of the ancient western 

world. 
Corroborates the Bible of the east­

ern world. 
Another witness that J esus is the 

Christ. 
-L. P. S. 

"Faith is simply man trusting God 
to do what God can do, while man 
does what God does not ne~d to do 
for him." 

-CHAS. N. SHELDON. 

\¥ith pleasure own your follies past 
And make each day a critic on the last. 

-POPE. 



Reply to Criticism 
A current criticism coming to us 

from a leading official of the Reor­
ganized. Church expresses doubt as to 
the call of one of the late defaulting 
apostles of the Church of Christ. The 
criticism is based on the resignation 
of said official which ' in the estima­
tion of the Reorganized Elder was a 
littlt too soon. It was thought that 
the blaze of inspiration selecting the 
man should have been sufficient to 
illumine his assurance fo r a great 
while to come. 

We wish to advise that the resig­
nation of the apostle referred to was 
not based on any denunciation of his 
calling; rather upon the fact that the 
Church of Christ, standing for a Gen­
eral Conference and a general church 
organization, was not willing to re­
cede from that position to follow the 
notional fancy of the brother. From 
a recent letter of the brother he has 
this to say regarding the calling of 
the Twelve. 

"You ·seem to imagine that I am 
rej€cting the idea 'of having apostles 
in the Church. You misunderstand 
me. I am in favor of having a quo­
rum of Twelve in the Church." 

Again he states. "You seem to have 
the idea that I have completely re­
pudiated my spiritual experience in 
connection with the selection of the 
Twelve. You are mistaken in this po­
sition." 

One of those experienc~s, as re­
lated by the brother at the last April 
Cqnference when the calling of Bro. 
Norris H;eadding to' the apostleship 
was under consideration, was thus 
tersely expressed to the open Con­
ference by Elder Wipper in the fol­
lowing words, "I know the brother is 
called to the apostleship." 

Other matter is before us in which 
the brother expressed his a~surance 
of his calling to the Twelve but suffi­
cient has been given. 

Incidentally we might remark it 
would be well for our critic to reflect 
a little o~ the apostolic history of his 
own Church before atten1pting to com­
ment upon others. 

ZION'S ADVOCATE 

White, and Reuben Newkirk. 
In the next year a split started 1ed 

by Deem and Cunninghame. The 
, Deem party thereafter held their 
separate conference, and were accord­
ingly expelled this same year, 1854: 
There was only one of the original 
seven .apostles sustained in 1859, Z. H. 
Gurley. 

The original revelation provided for 
. only seven apostles, but we find that 
there were eleven on the roll in 1860, 
and no word of any revelation pro­
viding for th~ additional four. 

George White, one of the original 
seven, never acted in his calling after 
9rdination. After 12 years he was 
finally dropped. . . 

Incidentally we remark it would be 
well for those living in glass houses 
to refrain from throwing stones. 

-D. M. 

Observations 
( Continued from Page 11) 

they are foolish traditions of your 
fathers. How do ye know of their 
surety?" 

"Ye look forward and 'Say, that ye 
see a remission of your sins. But be­
hold, it is the effect oJ a frenzied 
mind; and this derangement of your 
minds comes because of the traditions 
of your fathers, which lead you away 
into a belief of things which are not 
so." (Alma 16: 15, 17.) 

BUY FURNITURE 
FOR CHRISTMAS 

Cash or Credit · 

Furniture-Rugs­
Stoves­

Phonographs 

In March, 1853, at a local branch 
meeting, a revelation was received 
through Elder Deam complanding the 
selection of a committee of three, who 
should proceed to select seven apos­
tles, who were to be ordained by the 
president of the next conference, as- , 
sisted by "TEN others." Afterwards 

Northeast Corner Square 

Kramer Chandler 
Motor Co. 
General R ef)airing 

Used Cars, Stora.ge, Steam Heat 
· this revelation was changed to read 
"Two others,') instead of TEN. Ac­
cordingly, at the next conference, 
after three days debate, when strong 
men were urging their honest convic­
tions, they reached a decision resulting 
in the selection of Brethren Deem, 
Z. H. Gurley, J. W. Briggs, Daniel 
Razy, John Cunninghame, George 

314 North Osage. Phone 2055 

For Neat and Lasting Repairs 

Arnold Shoe Shop 
115 So. Maio. Phone 506 

1--~~~~~~~---.l~~~__, 
J' • 
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Another idea advanced by some is 
that the revelations r~ceived through 
the Urim and Thummin are the more 
authentic. Where is the proof? Did 
the messages of the prophets who 
spoke in the Bible and the Book of 
Mormon come through the Urim and 
Thummin? Did the inspired teach­
ings of the New Testament come 
through the Urim and Thummin? 
Those· who have, read David Whit­
mer's "Address" will remember that 
one false revelation was received 
through the Urim and Thummin, and 
God permitted it to show how great 
was the power of Satan, and that our 
safety lies in having discernment that 
only the Spirit of God can give. 

A great many ideas will not bear 
examimition, yet men pick them up 
because on the surface they sound 
plausible, and thoughtlessly pass them 
along as if a wonderful new discpv-
ery had been made. . 

This is consistent with the idea of 
an impaiitial God, who does not favor 
one age or clime more than another, 
and it shows that he will hold men 
accountable for all the light and truth 
and instruction that he has given them .. 
We can not consistently claim to be­
l!ev.e in the Book of Morm~n if we 
hm1t the revelations of God to the 
Nephite record and the Bible. Every 
revelation is entitled to be received 
on its merits, and if it statids the test 
it should be accorded a place· with th~ 
inspired writings of the past. · 

Furthermore, we need information 
the Bible and the Book of Mormon do 
not give us. Both books hold up a 
social ideal that was reached by the 
people of Enoch and was operative 
among the Nephites at certain periods 
in their history, but neither record 
tells us how it was established and 
maintained. Of course we know that 
true conversion of heart is primal, but 
about the practical aspects nothing is 
said, only .in the history of Israel, 
under Moses. The Book of Mormon 
says not one word about how their 
temporal affairs were administered, ,, 
and yet they must have had an or­
derly system to have endured for the 
length of time it did. Th~ system 
among the Irn,as, which no doubt was 
a degenerated form of what the Ne­
phites had, was nevertheless so re­
markable as to challenge the attention 
of the Europeans. 

The Bible and the Book of Mormon 
teach a gathering. The Book of Mor­
mon stresses the New Jerusalem, and 
yet neither book tells t!S where the 
gathering is to begin, or where the 
New Jerusalem is to be builded. With­
out going into an exhaustive survey 
of the subject, these examples will 
suggest the necessity of instruction we 
do not have in the Bible and the' Book 
of Mormon. 

-L. P. S. 
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BROS. , 

Sty Ze--Service--Satisf action 
, . 

North Side Square 

The Gift Store For Men 

. 

Suggests the following practical gift things from their 
. large stock of new and up-to-d~te Haberdashery: 

Neckwear Hosiery 
$1.00 to $2.50 25c to $1.00 

Scarfs Gloves 
$1.50 to $5.00 $1.00 to $5.00 

Belts - Sweaters 
50c to $2.00 $1.50 to $10.00 

Lumberjacks Shirts 
$5.00 to $7 .50 $1.00 to $5.00 

Lounging Robes House Slippers 
$5.00 to $16.50 $1.50 to $2.50 

Collar Bags Pajamas 
$2.00 each $1.50 to $6.00 

, OVERCOAT SPECIAL 

I 

. 

t~:: :~tn7:~t of_ve~y-speci~l- ... . ... . . . ... · ....... s12.so 
, 

Your Dollars Buy More When Yo~ Trade at Our Store 

1 
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