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''Where to, Please?" "B RIEF were the words and com
monplace. Often had we heard 
them before, little heeding, but 

this time they caught and held us. The 
long train . rumbled into the covered di
vision sta~pn and, to the accompaniment 
of clangi• bell and hissing steam, 
ground itself to a stop. Vestibule plat
forms were lifted and out and down filed 
a long string of travelers, at their jour
ney's end. Impatient of the s:owly dis
embarking passengers an eager, expec
tant group pressed round, anxious to en
ter the train. 'All aboard' came the 
words and the restless line pushed for-
ward. At step the Conductor, alert, 
helpful, ging. 'Where to, please?' 
was the terse query he put to each. It 
was not only terse--it was insistent. 
One tried to brush aside indifferently, but 
a hand on his arm held him back. An
other made mumbled and incoherent re
ply, and was likewiE'e halted with an em
phasized, 'Where to, please?' None was 
allowed to pass unannounced. TJ..ey who 
would travel must know where they are 
going. 

"Those pioneers of the covered wagon 
crept pretty slowly across the plains and 
over the mountain passes in the days of 
the Oregon Trail. 'Where to, plPa~e ?' 
challenged the voices of nature-glar'.ng 
sands, blazing prairies, swollen rivers, 
wintry blasts, frowning mou'lhins. 
'Where to, please?' challenged the re
,sentful savages in vicious attac\; and 
challenged the Hudson Bay men in the 
far Northwest. Clear and resolute was 
ever the reply. These slow-moving fron
tiersmen knew where they were golng
and they built an empire at the long 
journey's end. 

"Where to. nlease? The wor'd sta.,,ds 
insistent and looks us through-a world 
that is looking for peonle who know 
where they are going and wh'lf they are 
,l!'oing. These are the people who do 
things, who, like the Ar,,.onauks of tre 
Oregon Trail, make milestones of ob
stacles and bring things to pass These 
are t1'ev whom the world is Pagevlv seek
ing as it trenchantly puts the inevitable 
challenge. 

Wliere tn? ,iq the versistent and eter
nal quer11."-'By Walter C. Woodward. 

Th~ foregoing-clipped from a 
railroad journal-"caught and held 
us." While recently in attendance 
at a council meeting of the elders 
of the Church of Christ during 
which applications for membership 
with the Church of Christ were be
fog examined and considered, it 
was refreshing and encouraging to 
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By Edmund Vance Cook 

"Malice toward none and charity 
for all!" 

Sonorously the accents rise and fall 
And echo down the half-forgotten 

Past 
And yet shall echo while the ages 

last. 

"Malice toward none and charity 
for all." 

The words are still a challenge and 
a call 1 

Unto a wounded world, whose 
drooping heart 

Asks a fresh faith to soothe its bit
ter smart. 

Simple, symmetrical, serene, sub
lime, 

These word<1 shine deathless on the 
dial of Time, 

Chaste as a statue in a Grecian 
hall-

"Malice toward none and charity 
for all." 

Unto a laboring Earth and all her 
brood, 

His great soul gave this new Beati
tude. 

And still to-day he whispers 
throug-h the pall, 

"Malice toward none and charity 
for all!' 

observe the care and caution with 
which the elders present examined 
all that was known of the standing 
and attitude of the prospective 
member. If the moral standing of 
the members was sound, and if 
their history and conduct was free 

.of all symptoms of having been 
pushed into the church through an 
emotional storm and if they withal 
were not lacking in do\vnright ear
nPstness of purpose. thev were un
h<:'sitatingly recommended for ac
ceptance. 

The all-consuming and dominat
ing passion and zeal of the Master, 
who in his earnestness of purpose 
made everything in his life pay 

tribute to his great mission, has 
been compared by a writer to the 
numberless tributaries of the great 
Mississippi: · s p r i n gs , creeks, 
brooks, streams and mighty rivers 
-all paying toll to the great father 
of waters of this country. True fol
lowers of Christ to-day who have 
left the crumbling idols of their 
former persuasions, and who in do
ing so have suffered baptisms of 
fire, are dominated by an earnest
ness of purpose kin to that of the 
Master. Guided by Mosiah's warn
ing they seek to avoid the displeas
ure of God. 

( 1) "And if the time comes that the 
voice of the people doth choose iniquity, 
then is the .time that the judgments of 
God will come upon you;" Mosiah 18: 87. 

(2) "A wonderful and horrible thing 
is committed in the land; The prophets 
prophesy falsely, and the priests bear 
rule by their means, ( or take into their, 
hands [marginal note]) and my people 
love to have it so; and what will ye do 
in the end thereof?" Jeremiah 5: 80, 81. 

Justice by majority rule having 
collapsed, duty sternly pointed to 
the alternative--"Come out of her, 
my people." 

Loyal followers of Christ, faith
ful to the original terms of 1829-
1830, moved by an earnestness of 
purpose, insistently and tersely put 
the query to those knocking at the 
portals for admission : "WHERE 
TO, PLEASE?" Clear and reso
lute has been, and is the reply of 
those who have traversed glaring 
sands, blazing prairies, swollen 
rivers, wintry blasts, and frowning 
mountains representing the od.eals 
recently experienced. 

"\Vhere to, please?" challenge 
resentful autocrats in vicious at
tacks ; and challenge those whose 
craft is .in danger. Slow-moving'! 
Yes! But these frontiersmen·build
ing true, sound and strong see the 
dominion and empire of Christ. ~t 
the end of their journey, the house 
of God built in the tops of the 
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mo;J~ih~;.b~kQ. 
Slow-:movin~7 
dis~Iiminating s dents '.anf ca.Iii bookJ4n ,\d~es~ to 
tiously breaking the trail$ that e persQnally app~a,red .. in Qlirist) was read 
to,. their;:c.ohj~ive, mindful · nyder, of Kansas''Ci,ty, R!~lnnond,Mo., in AJ.J 
hasty Jtrui illlP~tuQus re~ :Missouri, . wh-0, being uly sworn, was r~ad to him also 
6f. an. Abraham with a Ra~r. on.oath says: .... ~ee 'of Jolt,, C~ Wh 
"Where to, please?" !llockingly On account: of persons Short. PhiJ~~~ A, Pag,anit' · ..... · 
challenge sliQrt-sighted. children of starting the false that I ~ .. 1. Snydel!" w~ read theJnanuscrlpt 
bondage as they challenged ~oah the'author of a book published 39 to him frdm :first to lltst. And. 
at work upon the temple(){ refuge. years ago, by David Whitmer, en~ that ht sigped if in our pr~en~;· ' 
But cautious-workers with keen titled, ;'An Address to All Believers I .state furlherthat his mind wa,s 
selective sense are painstakingly in Chr,ist;"'I wish to make this affi- as clear ti •. to the time of his deatt 
identifying the component parts of •davit. David Whitmer lost his at the age '~( · 83, as it was in his· 
the organic structure of the Church 'thumb on his right hand; and could younger days. .i 
of Christ, qualifying to become scarcely write at all, and. in getting Geo. W. Sclfv'eich. 
worthy of the approval of God as out his book he had me act as"his Subscribed and sworn~ bef~e 
master-builders. Workers with a scribe. The aforesaid book was me this 15th day of . September, 
VISION are at work who, slo:w- written at his dictatioJl. When the 1925:~ A. E. Bond, "I!.' 

moving with an earnestness of pur- manuscript of it was completed, I Notary fublic. 
pose, willingly subject themselves read it to David Whitmer, in April, 
to what every master-artist must 1887, at his home in Richmond, 
experience, namely the risk of hav- Mo. He signed it, in the presence 
ing his masterpiece in the making of John C. Whitmer, John Short, 
judged a botch by those who fail to .Philander A. Page, George W. 
recognize the developing stages of Sch:weich ( who has also made an 
a painting. affidavit concerning the matter), 

The Church of Christ to-day is and in my presence. And I further 
made up of resolute, determined state that I read it to him in the 
and courageous souls with a pur- presence of the above named per
pose who are making milestones of sons, all of whom are now dead ex
obstacles, and who are not num- cept George W. Schweich and af
bered among those loitering by the flant. I state further that David· 
roadside waiting for something to Whitmer's mind, at his advanced 
turn up, or who sit in the seats of age of 82 years, when he dictated 
the scornful, ridiculing and belit- the aforesaid book, was per.f ectly 
tling the FEW. Precisely so-A clear and bright, and remained so 
FEW: But the parable of Zenos up to his death, which occurred 
p~phetically points out the FEW about one year after he publkhed 
in~the time of the end: . his book. I mention this because 

"~nd it came to pass :that th~~rd of of some false rumors that he was 
the vineyard sent his servant; and the an old man in his dotage when the 
servant went and did as the Lord had 
Jomm.anded him, and brought other serv- book :was published. 
ants; and they were ~EW." Book of .1ohn J. Snyder. 
Jacob 3 : 13'· . Subscribed and s:worn to bei'ore 

''Where to, please'!" With .ti.. .. me this 14th day of Jaimary, 1926. 
c{),mpas~ of 1829-1830; the B_1~le My

7
q:,mmissi.on expires February 
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. Grapes," tersely and s~~
.• cincUy..expresses the attiixlde 
anf. cl:>n:duct of cel1ain per

sons, whof restrained. from·· enjoy
ing the possession of eertain things 
or privileges which th'~ ea,gerl;r 
yearn to acquire, outwardly at
tempt to discount their value or 
importance. 

The writer has personally heard 
a number· of remarks about the 
Temple .Lot frQm . certain officials, 
and persistently~ receives rei»rts, 
from various sources indicating 'ak~ 
wid~:spreailinterest in ·this sacr~ 
spot. In• fact, even the unfa vora
b1e remarks advertise or betray a 
favorable ~.~~~~scious interest. 

An who nav~tuqied the course 
of eve · . that Divine 
Provi ruled in mail. 

and the Record of the Neph1tes, 11, 1926. 
devoted followers of. Christ are · 
breaking new trails to thetr .objec;. 

Otto Basye, 
Notary Public. 

If>r a .group of 
f this world" to 

....... ~ij~todians of this 
· ,.@11otl*thus · confouJlding "the 

in their attempt to make 
tive---Zic>n. 

AFFIDAVIT 
NOTICE .STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

Th1 .. new reprint ~f David Whit- COUNTY OF OKLAHOMA 
mer' s .. ''Address''., will be, oft' . the .. ,,'i~fo.re m.e / personally. appeared 
press in 30 days. Order J!OW at,10 ~;~ . · · JV. Schweich, of Ka~sas 
cen. ts. a cony .. from Daniel Mae .. ·c· ·I~.., . ·•· wh b ·n A-~1 · p; ., OJ., • o, e1 g uu y sworn, 
gregor, care of the Business Mana- . ~P .ys: . . . . 
ger. That }1avid · 'Whitmer, deceased, 

c h a n d i z e of the consecrated 
ground. 

In· tb,fa~~necti.on if is inte~~tf 
}ng to .iii~ the . foliowirig recent 
st~ementrffom. the pen of 'an offi
cial.:. .·.·· .• 

"Jhere*'w.asone site which.is outstand.:.. 
ing . in its· chit.ra<:teristics µpon which to 
erect this· building. and that is the por
tion of the original temple+'lot lying just 



south of Walnut Street and . 
~rand Avenue and River Boulev 
S. ~., Feb. 3rd, 1926, p. 97. 

iThe foregoing offers a case of 
"$our gr~pes" from a peculiar an
gle. .R~cognizing that the con.5e
cra~s' spot, the. place they have 
yearh~d to possesa, is in the hands 
ef oth:ers, th,e alternative must now 
be resorted to, and that is, begin 
to sing, ~'Me too" ·and thus under
take to discount the fact that ce1 -
tain ones are the sole owners and 
custodians of the temple lot. 

The writer has before him the 
cover page of a special folder dis
tributed and used several years ago 
by the Reorganized Church during 
a series of evangelistic services. 
Those connected. with the publicity 
work at that time used a picture 
of th~ property now in a~tuaf pos
session · of the Chu1;~h ·· of Christ, 
with. tlie followipg explanation: 

"The pli\t of Ground shown above is 
called the · Temple Lot because it was 
consecrated nearly 90 years ago as :the 
:site of a Temple-all Latter il'lY Samts 
100:k forward to the time when a temple 
will be .reared o:n ... this ground." 

Old settlers of this country agree 
with the position of the foregoing 
which nearly accurately describes 
the location of the sacred spot. An 
abundance of testimony in the 
"Temple Lot Suit" served to accu
rately locate the spot. But now an 

. , official of the church which lost the 
"Temple Lot Suit" on the appeal to 
the highest tribunal of justice, 
seemingly attempts to cloud the is
sue by identifying a portion of the 
~out1d ~pon wffiHJ: .• tlie ~uditorium 
}a.to:be. of the 
original 

Under 
might 
:from calling 
which appeal's 
ease of "Sour gtjt t when 

· ·it is published far·· anll wide that 
the auditorium, (with all that it in
volves that has proved obJection
a:l:>Ie to conscientious believers in 
Christ) is to be built Upon a por
tion of the .. original temple lot," 
we are constrained to, protest 
against th i s misrepre13entation. 
The custodians of the sacred spot, 
e~nseerated and set apart for the 
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·temple of the Lord, protest aga:inst 3rd Nephi .12: 13: uAnd. they 
what to them appears to be an at- who were baptized in the na:nie of 
tempt to make it appear that an Jesus, were called the CHURCH 
edifice alien to the original pur:pose OF CHRIST." 
of the Lord will be built upon a 3rd Nephi 13: 36: "And they 
portion of the temple lot. The cus- were converted unto the ~r~. and 
todians of the temple lot still hol(i were united unto the church of 
the original place as a sacred trust. . Christ, • • .'' 
No other persons or organizations 4th N. ephi 1: 1: "And behold 
outside of the Church of Christ 
hold any lien, incumbrance, or the disciples of Jesus had formed 

a church of Christ in all the landl'l claim against this sacred place': .. ; 
· · round about." The temple lot is held b! ~ .,ie~r 

deed of legal title, ancl was pu~.. 4th Nephi 1: 28: "and began to 
chased as instructed. deny the true church of Christ"; 

The sixty-thJ:ee acres originally 31st verse: "And they did per-
held by Bi~h6P Partridge included secute the true church of Christ"; 
the temple lot, but all of the sixty 
three acres was not known as the Moroni 6; 7: "They were num-
temple · lot. The auditorium is be- bered among the people of the 

church of Christ." ing built upon a portion of the 
original sixty-three acres, and not The following are only a few of 
upon the temple lot. A la1:ge por- the places quoted referring to the 
tion of the original sixty-three name of the church: (1829-1830.) 
acres in Independern;;e, Missouri, is Book of Commandments: 
now occupied by private residences 

b ·ct 1 Chapter 15: 1: ". . • instruc-
owned Y indivi ua s. tions relative to building up the 

Francis. Church of Christ. 

Name of the Church 

The following quotations from 
the Record of _the Nephites speak 
for themselves: 

3rd Nephi 12: 16, 17, 18, 19, 20: 

"And they said unto him, Lord, we will 
that thou wouldst tell us the name 
whereby we shall call this church· for 
there are disputations among the p~ple 
co~cerning this matter. And the Lord 
said unto them, Verily, verily I say unto 
you, Why is it that the people should 
murmur and dispute because of this 
thing? Have they not read the scrip
tures, which say, Ye must take upon you 
the name of Christ, which is my name'? 
For by this name shall ye be called at 
the last day; and whoso taketh upon him 
my :name and endureth to the end the 
same shall be saved at the last day; 
therefore, whatsoever ye shall do, ye 
shall do it in my :name; therefore ye 
shall can the church in my name; and ye 
shall call uuon the Father in my :name, 
that he will bless the church for my sake; 
and how be it my church save it be called 
in my name? For if a church be called 
in Moses'. :name then it be Moses' church; 
or if it be called in the name .of .a man, 
then it Withe church of a man; but if it 
be called· in my :name then · it is my 
church, if it so be that they are built 
uoon my gospel. Verily I say unto you 
that ye are built upon my gospel: there
fore ye shall call .whatsoever things ye 
do .call in my ·name.; therefore ye shall 
call upon the Father for the church, if it 
be in my name, the Father will hear 
you"; 

< -,,+ < 

Chap. 23: 1: A commandment 
unto the church of Christ, • • ." 

Chap. 24 : 1 : "The Articles and 
Covenants of the church of Christ," 

~ . . . . . . . . . . . 
The rise of the church of Christ 

in these last days," 

:30 " ..• received unto baptism 
into the church of Christ." 

:31 ". . . and members of the 
church of Christ." 

:43 "The several elders comp~'"' 
ing this church of Ch~st," · · ·. · 

:61 "It shall be the duty 
several churches, composi:ng this 
ehurch of Christ, ... " · ·· 

Chap. 28: 1 "A Commandment 
to the church of Christ, ..• " 

Chap. 29: 1 "A Revelation to the 
.church of Christ, ••. " 

Emphatic Diaglot: 

JESUS. Composed of (Yah, or 
Jah, I shall be; Shua, powerful. 

"I shall be the Powerful." 
(A name·of PROMISE. F. W\) 

"I shall be." 

"The son of Nun is cal,led Josh-
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ua; and I a s o u e is the salvation 
of J ah, i. e., salvation of God." 

"The name Jesus" (Phil. 2: 1) 
is not the name Jesus, but "the 
uame above every name.' ONO
MA TO HUPER PAN ONAMA." 

CHRIST. "The name CHRIST 
is an official title, and not a mere 
appellative, to distinguish our 1,ord 
from other persons named Jesus." 

THE ANOINTED. "The Eng
lish translation of the Greek term, 
HO CHRISTOS, and is given to 
Jesus, God's Son, on account of his 
being anointed with the Holy Spir
it, to the sacred offices of Prophet, 
Priest, and King." 

The marriage name-CHRIST. 
The last name; not the first. 

Vanny-0tCites 
By Da"I 

OO
LDER H. E. Moler is out with 
a splendid folder entitled, 
"Why I left the Reorganized 
Church of 1, at t e r Day 

Saints." Those desiring a copy 
should communicate with him at 
his residence, 400 E. 4th . St., 
Holden, Mo. 

An oft-repeated question comes 
to us as follows: 

Are the ministrations of the 
priesthood of the Church of Christ 
equally binding with that of the 
Reorganized Church? 

Answer: 

Elbert Smith declares: 
"Our Church of Christ brethren had 

. established their claims so far as they 
may be involved in tracing baptism and 
priesthood back to VALID ORIGINAL 
sources." (April 24, 1918.) 

The "Articles of Agreement" of 1918 
as adopted by the Reorganized Church 
article 24, referring to members of the 
Church of Christ including the priest
hood, declare: 

"Consists of members who have been 
baptized by men holding authority, con
ferred by ordination under the hands of 
the servants of God, called during the 
ministry of Joseph Smith, who have re
mained true to fhe ORIGINAL faith of 
the church, . . . 

"that each recognize the standing of 
the other as representing Christ, the 
Master, and the priesthood of each as 
legally constituted, and the administra
tion of each as equally binding before 
God. when done in accordance with the 
law!' · 

Moreover, Frederick M. Smith and W. 
W. Smith, as a Committee declared: 

"And have always maintained an. HON-
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ORABLE NAME and place among men, 
and have held their priesthood in right
eousness before God.'' 

Elder · Robert Newby of t h e 
Church of Christ, in a personal let
ter relates a remarkable vision r& 
cently received which he terms: 
"The grandest manifestation that 
God has ever blessed m~ with.'' It 
was in the nature of personal in
struction. 

Elder B. C. Flint of the Reor
ganized Church writes as follows: 
"Well, my official head went oft 
last week. So it goes; I was rather 
pleased than otherwise because 
now I have proof of my contention 
that they were silencing men with
out trial and contrary to law." 
And so they go one by one. Who 
next? We are reminded of the 
days of the guillotine when the 
flower of France was stricken 
down for little or no provocation. 

An interesting letter reaches us 
from Holland from a Saint asking 
for the old paths. One paragraph 
reads as follows: "I want to fol
low the true Church and the best 
government.'' Far and near it is 
all the same the humble and hun
gry are crying for a bit of Gospel 
bread. We would that we had the 
means whereby we could send 
forth the Elders, who are not only 
willing, but ready to go. 

A sister who attended the late 
meeting held by Pres. F. M. Smith 
held at Centralia, Wash., reports 
that "He was asked if there had 
been a President in New Testa
ment times. He answered unhesi
tatingly: 'Yes, Peter.' Bro. J. W. 
Peterson in his series of articles in 
the Herald has taken some time 
and trouble to prove it was James, 
and now along comes the President 
and knocks it all flooey in two 
words. That was the only smile I 
got from the whole show and we 
we there till nearly midnight.'' 

Elder Samuel Wood, of Fresno, 
Cal., is out with a stirringi&,reply to 
his foes in the west. We submit an 
excerpt from that reply: 

"I know the spirit characteristie of the 
church in the early days of the Reor
ganization, and the same that sometimes 
even now brings cheer to the memb3r
ship. I know that the same spirit, only 
in a greater degree, is with the Church 
of Christ on the Temple Lot. I know 
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that the gifts are with them. The g1eat
est influence of the spirit d G .. d, that I 
have ever known, was enjoyed during the 
confere.1ce of the C;,urch of Chri-t on 
the Temple Lot. The greatest manifes
tation C·f a desire to conform to the will 
of God in the matter of church extension, 
the greatest manifestation of a common 
brotherhood in all my experience as a 
churchman was in ev:dence there, Never 
have I witnessed such manifestation of 
the spirit of fair play in the presentation 
and discussion of all questions by the 
elders and especially by thorn pre3id:ng. 
Never before have I felt such a common 
purpose o;:r enjoyed so· much the assoc'a
tion of a i\roup of people. 

"Now, my testimony will leave you 
without excuse when you stand at that 
Great Day, bef0re tl}e j"d~m·nt se,t of 
God. First of all, your church has recog
nized the equal authority of the elders, 
and the right of church extension of the 
group of saints with whom I have af
filiated. This recognition was fostered 
and signed by your church president. 
But that does not establish the fact nor 
in any way affect the authority of the 
Church of Christ. That authority must 
and does reach back to 1830. And since 
my family and myself have stepped for
ward and cast our lot with this humble 
group we have experienred the greatest 
peace of mind, gotten along better, done 
the best financially and every other ma
terial way, and have ;a:et a hi1rher stand
ard to live by, with higher idea1s to at
tain. We feel that we have ?dvanced up 
stream just a. little nearer the fountain 
head from which emanated the Gospel 
message of 1830.'' 

In correspondence with Bro. 
John J. Snyder we asked of him if 
he had ever heard Bro. David 
Whitmer say as to why it was that 
he and Oliver Cowdery delayed so 
Jong in carrying out the instruction 
of the 1,ord in reference to choos
ing the Twelve as they were ap
pointed to do it in June, 1829. The 
Twelve were not selected until 
1835. The answer is as follows: 

"Answering your question as to what 
Brother David Whitmer said to me about 
the delay in their choosing tM twelve, l 
have the following to say: David and 
Oliver were told in a revelation in June, 



1829, that they were to search out the 
12; they alone, were to do it. In those 
days, David told me that all of them 
almost worshiped Joseph, on account of 
his gift to translate and bis communing 
with the Lord; and they thought that 
anything Brother Joseph did was, of 
course, all right and according to God's 
will. David and Oliver (so David told 
me) ~ke to Joseph frequently about 
searcbmg out the twelve, and Joseph 
gave them no encouragement to go ahead 
and do it; they (David and Oliver) de
pending tOQ much on Joseph, consult
ing him as to how they should proceed 
with everything concerning the work. So 
it was put off from time to time, and was 
not done, accordirg to Church History, 
until six years afterwards. And when 
it was done, Joseph dictated in the mat
ter." 

Ref erring to the very ungener
Qus action of too local Reorganized 
.;h.urch in , severing relations with 
Elder Wood, the method pursued 
was as cruel as it was unchristian. 
To this Elder Woods made the fol
lowing reply which appeared in a 
subsequent number of Western 
Journal: 

"When once a member of this church 
there h; no honorable way out," exclaimed 
Mr. Wood. "You may be the finest 
Christian on earth, and for any reason 
decide to change your spiritual home you 
cannot do it in peace. You will be har
rassed, annoyed; and labored with by the 
priesthood. And if you still insist upon 
joining another church an elders' court 
will be cal1ed and you will be dragged 
before it and disgraced and excommuni
cated. In other words there is ro way 
of getting out of th;s Reorganized Mor
mon church except that of being booted 
out the back door by a pusillanimous, 
self-conceited, egotistical, meddling eld
ers' court." 

The writer is at present occupy
ing at Ray, Indiana, replying to the 
attack of Elder S. W. L. Scott on 
the position of the Church of 
Christ. ( Shades of Apostasy! 
Judge ye our surprise when listen
ing to his first effort, the eloquent 
Elder devoted the most of his time 
to a defense of the ''Many Gods" 
doctrine. It was the Brighamite 
position over again. Verily Utah 
was out in colors. It will be unnec
essaey to advise our readers that it 
was Satan who first advocated the 
plurality of God. "For God doth 
know that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil." Gen. 3 : 5. 

The kindred associate of this 
blasphemous· and diabolical doc

trine, is that of its twin sister plu
rality of wives, and so it was that 
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when that incestuous revelation 
was received "the gods" was held 
forth as the incentive to an unholy 
life. ''Then shall they be above all 
because all things are subject unto 
them. Then shall they be Gods be
cause they have all power and the 
angels are subject unto them." 

We were quite well aware that 
the Reorganized Church was well 
on the way in apostasy, but we did 
not think that she was following 
the Utah Church so closely. 

Bishop Clark of the Reorganized 
Church is circulating a pamphlet 
against the writer with the evident 
hope of weakening the faith of the 
Saints in the cause of the Church 
of Christ. In dealing with the ori
gin of Supreme Directional Control 
the brother says: "Supreme Direc
tional Control and opposition to it 
are both very old. In fact they are 
older than the creation of man. It 
seems that in reons agone, God 
possessed and exercised supreme 
directional control together with 
effective discipline throughout his 
dominions." A splendid admission 
this, and now does the brother in 
all candor still think that any man 
is really big enough to exercise this 
prerogative of Him who only is 
Eternal ? Well did Paul prophesy 
that the time would come when a 
"Man of Sin" should "sit in the 
temple of God showing himself 
that he was God." Of his end the 
Apostle says he shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord. 

The Church of Christ at Clear 
Lake, Ind., is doing nicely against 
the opposition brought to bear 
against them from time to time. 
Our worthy brother, Elder Shaui,, 
who accepted the faith early last 
summer, is doing splendid service 
with. his baton in addition to his 
duties along ministerial lines. The 
Smith boys are on the job protect
ing the interest of the Cause at 
every opportunity. Sister George 
A. Smith is hale and hearty and 
rejoicing in the new found light. 

Quite a furor was caused in To
ronto recently when Bro. Bert Wil
liams of the Reorganized Church 
arose and asked the presiding 

Elder if his opposition to S. D. C. 
made of him an apostate. The 
brother was promptly ordered to 
sit down. But the brother would 
not sit. Thereupon the Elder in 
control promptly silenced him. In 
a few days the silence was lifted 
and Bro. Williams taking advan
tage. of the opening immediately 
made his exit and now basks as a 
member in good standing in .the 
Church of Christ. Bro. Williams 
is a young elder of unusual ability, 
and undaunted courage, who will 
not hesitate to tell it to them, when 
it comes to advocating the cause of 
Christ . 

The writer was favored with an 
opportunity of telling the story in 
Omaha recently. Several united 
with the Church. The interest was 
intense and the universal request 
was for more meetings. Owing to 
urgent calls elsewhere we were 
obliged to close down for a season. 
The cause at Council Bluffs is 
growing nicely. Gospel quarters 
have been :secured in Hayfars Hall 
-a large and well furnished hall 
with every convenience from a 
kitchenette to rest rooms. Bro. 
and Sr. Skinner, lifelong members 
of the Reorganized Church have 
recently united with us. The for
mer was connected with his for
mer church for over fifty years. 

Our brethren at Centralia are re
j oicing in their splendid liberty 
from the bondage of years. Re
cently Elder John Cornish was 
sent there to win our people back 
into the ways of "Control." He 
was given every consideration by 
our people even invited to occupy 
in our church which he did. After 
partaking of our hospitality he 
opened meetings in the Reorgan
ized building where he said most 
unwholesome things against the 
Church of Christ. Elder Cox 
promptly met him with a challenge 
to discuss the issues promising to 
bring a man who would meet him. 
Brother Cornish replied that he 
would debate if he would be per
mitted to prove the First Presi
dency from the Doctrine and Cove
nants. This was as much as to say 
that it coufd not be proved from 
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the Bible or the Book of Mormon. 
ln our reply we assured the brother 
that he might prove his Presidency 
from anything he could get lus 
ha1:d3 on even to an Ayers al
manac, but that he might exp:::ct 
to hear from us in an examinat10n 
of his witnesses. Up to date we 
have heard nothing more about de
bat-e although we sent a fifty word 
1:£legr.am to head him off at Sand
point where our brother was taK
ing refuge in anotner of our meeL
ing houses. Jo,mny was ow,, 
bluffing when he talked debaLt, 
From the personal letters m In.)' 

possession Bro. Cornish has as lit
tle use for many of the Reorgamte 
revelations in the Book of Cove
nants as has the Church of Christ. 

Cause of Confusion 

Not many months ago a letter 
received from Elder T. W. Wil
liams mentioned the following: 

"All over the church the people are ris
ing, and questions are coming into the 
office daily from all parts concerning the 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, •its history, and 
its work, ... " 

At that time the Church of 
Christ on the Temple Lot at Inde
pendence, Missouri, was the only 
organized body among the groups 
believing in the restored gospel of 
1829-1830, called the Church of 
Christ. S i n c e then Brother 
organize groups of Saints in some 
places under the name of the 
Church. of Christ, with the result 
that it is now not as simple a mat
ter as what it was at one time, to 
clearly identify the Church of 
Christ. The confusion in this re
spect is quite unfortunate, and per
haps it could have been avoided. 

In view of the confusion that ex
ists in the minds of some with ref
erence to the faith, practice and be
lief of the Church of Christ on the 
Temple Lot, which has for years 
solely enjoyed the use of that name 
among Latter Day Saints, and the 
new groups being organized by 
Brother T. W. Williams, also called 
Churches of Christ, inquirers 
should know that the organized 
body in Independence, Missouri, 
over which Brother T. W. Wil
liams presides, permits itself to be 
known as a "PROTESTING 
GROUP," and that their official pa
per reads: ' 

"Published monthly in the interests of 
better church government in the REOR-
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GANIZED CHURCH OF J E S U S 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS." 

It should therefore be clearly ap
parent to all concerned that there 
is evidently a difterenco between 
the Chm'ch of Christ on the Tem
ple Lot, and the c~rnrches of Christ 
being organized by Brother T. W. 
Williams. 

The difference between the two 
bodies may in part at least be re
f1eoted by the action of their com
mittee as pointed out in a recent 
communication from a committee 
representing the Church of Christ 
on the Temple Lot, to a committee 
representing the P r o t e s t i n g 
Group: 

Independence, Missouri. 
January 31st, 1926. 

Mr. Frederick J. Lewis, 
Independence, Missouri. 
lJear Brother Lewis: The Committee of 
Six, appointed by the Independence 
Church of Christ to meet with the Com
mittee of Six representing the Protest
ing Group, delegated me to make inquir
ies concerning a report that recently 
reached their ears to the effect, that your 
Committee pledged themselves, shortly 
following their appointment, and even 
before there was a meeting of the both 
committees, to remain loyal to the prin
ciples of the Reorganized Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, excepting 
the innovations recently introduced. Se
curing verifkation from you in person a;; 
one of your committee that the foregoing 
in substance represents the action taken 
I accordingly reported this information 
to our committee. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Six 
representing the Church of Christ; I was 
authorized to communicate the followrng 
to your committee: 

"Wherwts, individuals representing 
the Church of Christ and the Prote&ting 
Group contemporaneously encouraged 
friendly relations, and 

Whereas, the reported action of the 
Protesting Group providing that the 
Bible and the Book of Mormon was the 
ground or basis of their belief, and the 
a.dditional action of the priesthood of 
the Protesting Group to the effect that a 
Quorum of Twelve Apostles fa the high
est presiding quorum in the Church, 
spontaneouslv enkindled the fusinl!' fires 
of unity and thus made it possible to 

Whereas. it has been confirmed as a 
Church we have m",intained a consistent 
and tolerant attitude, and 

Whm:-eas. it hlils been confirmed as a 
fact. thlclt the Committee of Six renre
senting the Protestin,:i; Groun pledged 
ti1ems.elw,s to remain loyfl.l to the orinci
ples of the R~rganized Church. thus as
suming, a nosition manifestly contrndic
tory and inconsistent with the actions 
originally taken by the Groun and the 
priesthood of the Group respectively, 

Therefore, he it resolved that as a 
Committee of Six renresenting the 
Church of Christ we verv kindly and 
courteously recommend to the Committee 
of Six of the Protesting Grouo. thnt 
further negotiations on the nart of hoth 
bodies be deferred until such a time as 
the attitude of the Comwittee of Six of 
the Protesting Grom> makes it nossible 
for them to rescind their committee ac
tion which pledged them tc a position in-

consistent . with the actions originally 
taken by the Group and the priesthood of 
the Group respectively, and 

UntHthe present activities of the pres
ent presiding officer of their groi;:i;, in 
cunnection with the organization or' 
churches called Church of Christ are 
more perfectly understood. · 

Be it further resolved, that the secre
tary of this committee be instructed to 
communicate this action to the Com
mittee of Six of the Protesting Group 
with the assurance of our continued 
friendly interest, and of the desire upon 
our part to co-operate with the Protest
ing Group in every way that it is pos
sillle for us to do so consistent with the 
ideals and principles we cherish which 
were born out of prayerful study and 
sacrifice." 

The foregoing is respectfully submit
ted for your consideration, and no :with
standing that the wordir>g of the resolu
tions speaks for itself, permit me to per
sonal!y assure you of the friendly feeling 
of our people and of their eager desire 
to see unity prevail among all of those 
who believe in the restored gospel. 

Again assuring you of our love and es
teem, on behalf of the committee I re
spectfully submit this report, and re-
main, Very sincerely, 

Your humble servant, 
Frank F. Wipper, 

Secretary. 

Those claimin()'. to maintain a so
called liberal and tolerant attitude 
rn:rv assume to jud~e that these 
differences are minor or of little 
consequence, but when it is con
sidered that it represents the meat 
and bone of the recent grave crisis 
among Latter Day Saints, it as
s u m e s proportions demanding 
more than just ordinary or passing 
recognition. 

Those interested in the work of 
the Church of Christ on the Tem
ple Lot, are urged to address us as 
follows: 

CHURCH. OF CHRIST, Temple 
Lot, Independence, Missouri. 

F.F. W. 

BLANKS ~ND BOOKS 

New (Authorized) Appli-
cation Blanks .. Per 25 ________ .30 

Membership Record Cards 
for local church records. 
Size 4x6. Per 100 -···---------- .50 

Change of Record Notice 
Blanks. 1Size 4x6. Per 50 .25 

The Evening and Morning 
Star; reprint; including a 
reprint of the first 14 num
bers of The Evening and 
the Morning Star published 
in 1831 to 1833. Bound, 
each -----·-------------------------·------ 1.50 

Membership Blanks (Au-
thorized) Per dozen ------------$0.15 



HOME NEWS 
During January splendid ser

mons were d(;lliver€d · by Elders 
F .. F. Wipp3r, F. B. Shirk, Dan'1 
Macgregor, C. L. Wheaton, and 
T. J. Sheldon. 

After a very useful life of serv
ice and sacrifice, Sr. J. V. Roberts 
:passed away on January 11, 1926. 
We learned to admire her sterling 
:qualities in trying to live a true 
Christian life. The funeral sermon 
'"Rest," was beautifully deliyer,(;d 
by Dan'l Mac1Tegor, in the Crnrch 
of Cllrist, January 13, and was 
largely attended by sorrowing 
friends. 

True, all we know, must die. 
Though none can tell the exact 

appointed hour; 
Nor should it cost the virtuous 

heart a sigh, 
Whether death doth crush the 

oak, or nip the opening 
Hower. 

The Christian is prepared, 
Though others tremble at the 

hour of gloom! 
His soul is always ready, on his 

guard; 
His lamps are lighted, 'gainst the 

bridegroom come. 

Our prayer service on January 
20 was one long to be remembered 
by those in attendance. A beauti
ful spirit prevailed. 

We were very happy to receive 
applications for mf:lmbership from 
Bro. and Sr. Wm. 0. Clausen, on 
January 24. 

Elder S. J. Madden has been se
riously ill for some time. His pres
ence and spiritual influence is 
greatly missed. Sr. Irene Madden 
has also been in very poor health. 
We earnestly hope and pray that 
both may speedily recover, and join 
us a~ain in our meetings. 

We had a very spiritual prayer 
service Wednesday, January 27. 
Following this meeting, applica
tions for membership were ac
cepted as follows: 

Bro. Langley and Sr. Emma 
Bierly, Sr. Lilybell Davis, and son 
Bierly Walter Davis, and Sr. Irene 
Madden. 

Sunday mornin~, January 31, 
Elder T. J. Sheldon delivered a 
very good sermon. In the evening 
Elder Wipper preached his open
ing sermon of a series of sermons 
on "Church Government.'' 

The old paths are i n d e e d 
strangely sweet, to those wearied 
of worldly ways. 

Mrs. J. Crick. 
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The Third Book 

00 
N UNDERTAKING a review 
of early Latter Day History, 
we do so with the idea that 
no particular ·branch of so

called Mormonism has a monopoly 
upon any certain part of it, but 
that this History is rightfully 
shared in common by those who 
legally claim a spiritual heritage 
through the restored gospel. Those 
of lineal descent may claim certain 
special privileges, but so did the 
Jews who said:' "We have Abra
ham for our father." Jesus and 
Paul maintained that the lineage 
of obedience was superior to that 
of blood descent. If there are those 
among the branches of this Latter 
Day Faith who are determined to 
appropriate to themselves an as
sumed monopoly, and in doing so 
place themselves in the way of the 
bombardment of justifiable criti
cism in "No Man's Land," earnest 
students will be und~r the neces
sity of ignoring their frantic senti
mental signals. 

The destruction of the press in 
Independence, Missouri, on July 
23, 1833, marks the turning point 
of important events connected with 
the selection of communications 
which were said to have come from 
the Lord. Previous to the destruc
tion of the press historical events 
of importance had transpired 
forming a very solid anchorage for 
the Book of Commandments. Re
curring storms have as yet failed 
to move the Book of Command
ments from this authoritative 
anchorage. 

(1) For this book the Lord gave his 
preface Nov. 1, 1831. (Vol. 1, p. 221, 
C.H.) 

(2) Joseph Smith was directed by the 
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Hiram, Ohio, conference to arrange and 
prepare the revelations for this book. 
(Vol. 1, p. 225, C. H.) 

(3) The Hiram, Ohio, conference or
dered this book published. (Ibid.) 

(4) The selections arranged and pre
pared. were dedicated. (Vol. 1, p. 228, 
C.H.) 

(5) Directed by the Lord the prepared. 
collection was carried to Independence by 
two trusted messengers; Oliver Cowdery 
and John Whitmer. (Vol. 1, p. 229, C.H.) 

(6) The Hiram, Ohio, conference or
dered 10,000 eopies printed. (Footnote 
Utah History of the Church, Vol. 1, p'. 
222.) 

(7) A later conference at Independence 
ordered a first edition of 3,000 copies 
printed. (Vol. 1, p. 249, C. H.) 

(8) A reliable witness-David Whit
mer-solemnly declares that the book 
was printed complete and c()pyrighted. 
(April 1, 1888, eight page booklet.) · 

(9) Edward Durham, clerk of District 
Court of U. S. for Cent. Div. of the 
West. Dist. of Mo., certifies to the record 
of the copyright dated Feb. 13, 1833. 
(Affidavit Apr. 7, 1921.) 

( 10) Copyright law: •· 
"I do not know whether the law is the 

same now as in 1833, which required. that 
two copies of the work copyrighted be 
placed in the office issuing the copyright. 
... " (Letter from deputy clerk, U. S. 
Dist. Court, Mo., May 14, 1925.) 

( 11) July, 1834, church authorities de
fending themselves against mob actions 
quote pages 135 and 153 of the Book of 
Commandments, a complete book of ready 
reference available to all concerned their 
authoritative standard. · (Times and Sea
sons, pp. 1120-1122.) 

(12) Fourteen numbers of the first 
.church paper. The Evening and Morning 
Star, published important revelations 
subjected to open examination by officers 
!lnd members of the early church. One 
important revelation was published. twice. 
These published revelat;ons which were 
personally corrected by Joseph Smith 
are in accord with the Book of Command~ 
ments. (Note: The Kirtland "Reprint" 
(so called), is really a REVISION and 
not a reprint.) 

The year 1834 marks the open
ing of a new chapter in the events 
connected with the so-called revela
tions. On April 19, 1834, Elder 
Rigdon is blessed in New Portage, 
0., to assist Elder Cowdery. 

"In conducting the Star. AND AR
RANGE THE COVENANTS, .•• " (C. 
H., Vol. 1, p. 447.) 

Oliver is also blessed: 
"That he be qualified to assist Elder 

Rigdon in arranging the CHURCH 
COVENANTS, which are soon to be pub
lished." (C. H., Vol. 1, p. 448.) 

After all of the painstaking 
preparations heretofore exercised, 
during which Joseph Smith with 
others devoted weeks and weeks of 
labor, and after the dedication of 
this work to the Lord and the 
authorization to print the Book of 
Commandments; and also aft~r 
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having it copyrighted and using it 
as an authoritative standard of 
reference, the foundation of a de
liberate and well laid plan to set 
aside the righteous heir and adopt 
an Ishmael is in evidence. Is it 
now the intention to smother the 
heir in the bed-clothing of its bed 
be, ause it hinders the adoption of 
vital changes in the organic form 
of the church? Of course, if the 
true heir must be eliminated by 
designing hands, every appearance 
of deliberate purpose must be 
avoided, therefore in some way it 
must be arranged so that it ap
pears as though the heir was 
smothered by itself in its own bed
ding. 

The destruction of the press in 
July 1833 seems to be the keystone 
in the well laid stones of apparent 
proof in the arch of the conclusions 
of those who are eager to rally to 
the support of the Doctrine and 
Covenants. This historic incident 
is clearly identified as the bed 
clothing with which oppommts of 
the Book of Commandments ex
pected to smother the righteous 
son and heir. The little fellow has 
however come to life judging by 
its many and frequent lusty yells. 

-Students who have carefully exam
ined history know that the destruc
tion of the press cannot smother 
the fact that: 

(1) God gave a preface for a book He 
authorized. 

(2) This book was dedicated to God. 
(3) This book was authorized by offi

cial action. 
(4) This book was registered by the 

State. 
(5) This book was again brought to 

the attention of the State and members 
of the commonwealth in the defense of 
the church. 

(6) Many of these books are in posses
sion of prominent people to-day. The 
Congressional Library has one. The New 
York Public Library has one. Reorgan
ized Church officials have several books. 
The Utah Church has at least one. Oth
ers well known among us have these 

,books. 

The attempt to smother the Book 
of pommandments as the original 
and authorized record has been 
about as effective as the pompous 
official gestures of certain ones 
who have tried to silence_ certain 
men of the ministry. These so
called silenced books and men are 
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now about the noisiest silenced 
instruments the church has ever 
known. 

It is of course not the intention 
to represent the Book of Com
mandments as being a perfect 
book. The Book of Command
ments, supported by the published 
revelations in the Evening and 
Morning Star merely serves the 
purpose of proving by compari
sons, that discrepancies exist. 

There are reasonE for believing 
that some of the revelations in the 
Book of Commandments were al
tered before they were printed. If 
this actually did take place it only 
adds to the confusion, and calls for 
the exercise of great care and dis
crimination. W. E. McLellan, one 
of the members of the first quorum 
of Twelve selected in 1835, says: 

"In November, 1831, I presided in a 
council in Joseph's translating room, in 
which it was first determined to print 
the revelations at all. . . . The c, u :.ci 1 

lasted one evening, and the next day and 
evening, J. Smith, O. Cowdery, S. Rig
don, were appointed a comm'ttee to pre
pare the revelations for the press. In 
doing so they took OUT OF THEM, 
ADDED TO THEM, AND ALTERED 
THEM to suit their then supro,ed en
lightened views. Thus alterPd and 
changed, 0. Cowdery and J. Whitmer. 
were a:ppointed a committee b carry 
them to Zion, in order for them b be 
published in the Book of Command
ments."-'-S. H., Vol. 19, pp. 435-537, July 
15, 1872. 

The foregoing alterations adde:l 
to those made to revamp the origi
nals to conform to the change6 of 
1832-1835 places the entire collec
tion under the label of: "QUES
TION ABLE," thereby cautioning 
careful students to beware! The 
Church of Christ has been forced 
to the position of making the Bible 
and the Record of the Nephites the 
standard of evidence. 

The year 1834 seems to be a 
year of many changes. Among 
some of the CHANGES mentioned 
are the following: 

"As the Evening and Morning Star was 
designed to be published at Missouri, it 
was considered that ANOTHER NAME 
would be more appropriate for a pauer 
in this place (Kirtland), consequently,- as 
the NAME OF THIS CHURCH HAS 
LATELY BEEN ENTITLED THE 
CHURCH OF THE LATTER DAY 
SAINTS, and since it is destined, at 
least for a season, to bear the reproach 
and stigma of this world, it is no more 
than just that a paper disseminating the 

doctrines believed by the same, and advo
cating its character and rights should 
be entitled The Latter-Day Saints Mes
senger and Advocate." 

"Oliver Cowdery. 
"Kirtland, Ohio, October, 183!.'' 
-(Utah) History of the Church, Vol. 

2, p. 167. 

The cap-stone of CHANGES is 
now being definitely provided for: 

'"In this council Elders Joseph Smith, 
Jr., Oliver Cowdery, Sidney Rigdon, and 
F. G. Williams were appointed a, com
mittee "to arrange the items of the doc
trine of Jesus Christ," for the govern
ment of the church; with the provision 
that. "These items are to be taken from 
the Bible, Book of Mormon, and the reve
Jatiors which have ·been given unto the 
church, up to date, or sliall be until such 
arrangements are m-de!' To this com
mittee was intrusted the duty of arrang
ing and publishing the "Book of Cove
nants."-Sept. 24, 1834, C. H., Vol. 1, 
p. 523. 

We are left to conclude that at 
first it was their object to prepare 
a sort of ,a discipline for expository 
purposes-an orderly collection of 
sekctions from all of the Scrip
tures available. There is not a 
hint or a whisper in evidence in 
this conn£ction, that God ordered 
this work done. H~ bad given them 
the Bible and the Record,,, of the 
Nephites, in which was contained 
"The fulness of the gospel." Fol
lowing this He authorized the pub
lication of an auxiliary-the Book 
of Commandments. The trumpet 
directing this work was of no "un
certain sound." But now, unau
thorized, there is creatt>d by man, 
"some other way" to meet spiritual 
demands; another CHANGE. 

In harmony with the suggestion 
of Oliver Cowdery: 

(A) An@ther name would be more ap
propriate for a paper; 

(B) Another name proved to be more 
appropriate for the church; . 

(C) Another book of another name, 
djsseminating the doctrines believed by 
the church of the new name, would also 
be more appropriate. 

Accordingly on August 17th, 
1835, the labors of the committee 
was submitted, and a book with the 
following title was produced : 

Doctrine and Covenants 1 

of the Church of Latter Day Saints 
To those wearied from the mo

notony of reading without an ob
j ective, we recommend a compari
son of the two books. With two 
students at work, one with the 
Book of Commandments, and the 



other with the Doctrine and Cove
nants, a zest and a stimulation will 
develop with a momentum that will 
carry you deep into the very vitals 
of the controversy. The testimony 
of many who have studied these 
problems is, that at first the reac
tion is bewildering, but after 
prayerful struggling they emerge 
from the bloom of doubts and de
spair with the flush and glow of a 
victory that has brought to them a 
living faith. The experience is a 
splendid tonic for all believers in 
the resto1sed gospel. ln fact it is 
also an antidote for a malignant 
disease afflicting nearly all of 
Ephraim to-day. "Ephraim is 
joined to his idols." 

This Ishmael of 1835 comes 
clothed in his true garb : 

The Church of the Latter Day 
Saints 

and not in the spotless vestments repre
sentative of the title: 

The Church of Christ 
A conference of the "CHURCH OF 

CHRIST" in 1831 authorized the publi
cation *t,f the Book of Commandments, 
provided for elaborate preparations and 
ordered 10,000 copies printed. A little 
later another conference of the CHURCH 
OF CHRIST ordered a first edition of . 
3,000 copies printed. In the wilderness 
near Norton, Ohio, April 19, 1834, offi
cials of the CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 
pronounced blessings in preparation for 
something that NO CONFERENCE au
thorized, just as Joseph Smith permitted 
himself to be selected president of the 
high priesthood Jan. 25th, 1832. Like
wise the organization of the high council 
at Kirtland, of the CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 
was NOT AUTHORIZED. The law ex
pressly provided, that "ALL things must 
be done in order and by common consent 
in the church." With a membership al
ready running into the thousands, 9 high 
priests, 17 elders, 4 priests, and 13 mem
bers, ( increased two days afterward to 
a total of 62) authorize and organJze the 
highest judicial tribunal in the church!!! 

On page 1170, S. H., 1925, a leading 
church official justly criticizes the "MI
NORITY MOVEMENT" elevating Brig
ham Young, and remarks: 

"Less than a twentieth of th'! number 
of the church estimated to be at Nauvoo, 
and vicinity, and less than one hundredth 
of the entire membership, as estima'ed 
at the death of Josenh were present 
when the vote was taken." 

On . September 24th, 1834, this same 
council wh:kh had been authorized bv a 
vote of 43 and 62 members to recognize 
·«the dignity of the office which had been 
conferred upon ,me" (C. H .• vol. 1. <p. 
428) . now authorizes the selection of a 
committee to prepare the Doctrine and 
Covenants for the CHURCH OF THE 
LATTER DAY SAINTS. The Reorgan-

ZION'S ADVOCATE 

ized Church Historian remarks, "a con
ference being in session at the same 
time." There is no record whatever of 
the minutes of this conference, and no 
mention whatever of what this confer
ence did. The Utah Church Historian 
give:; the minutes of the council session 
which includes the following: 

"The councilors then gave their vote in 
the affirmative, which was agreed to by 
the whole conference." (Vol. 2, p. 165, 
History of the Church.) 

Curiosity prompts us to wonder just 
what sort of a conference this was that 
was mentioned in the minutes of the 
high council? The high council of Zion 
was organized July 3, 1834, and it was 
reported that the following were present: 
· "Fifteen high priests, eight elder.;, four 

priests, eight teachers, three deacons, 
a-n-d MEMBERS." (C.H., Vol. 1, p. 503.) 

Conscience stricken, perhaps, with the 
fact that there was being appropriated 
too much "dignity," the prepared savory 
roast, steaming hot, was passed around 
in the outer courts among the waiting 
multitude ( ?) who reverently inhaled its 
delicious fragrance. The deacons en
joyed the more exalted privilege of 
touching the platter; the teachers touch
ed the roast; the priests were suffered to 
taste the gravy, and the elders were con
de~cendingly blessed with the rich liber
ality of a "we bit o' a nibhle." The high 
priests of course suffered u;ider the re
tr>iint of self-d<mi,al in nermitting them·· 
selves to. eat only the rest of the roast. 
In the light of the facts, we are forced 
to tho conclusion, that the foregoing il
lustration accurately represents the 
events connected with the authorization 
of the action by the Church of the Lat- , 
ter Day S,i,ints, providing for the Doc
trine and Covenants. 

A great deal of emphasis is placed 
upon the fact that the Doctrine and 
Covenants was adopted by the General 
Assembly of 1835. But where is there 
any record of any General Assembly of 
the 

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
CHURCH OF JESUS CH~IST OF 

LATTER DAY SAINTS, or 
CHURCH OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 
reuudiating or rescinding the action of 
1831 which authorized the Book of Com
mandments? The record of events not 
only reflects awkward narliamentary 
practice but also a moral lapse. 

At the General Assembly of Au
gust, 1835, the following testimony 
of the Twelve is read : 

"The t"'stimony of the wi.tnes,:es to the 
book of the Vn·d's: c<rmrn,a..-.dm0 mt.s. which 
he P-ave to his church ti.,roug-h .Jos-ph 
Smith, Jr.. who was anpointed bv the 
v~ice of the church f0r this uurpose: 
We therefor0 f<cel willing- to be,ir tes
timony to all the world of mankind. to 
every c,.eature unon the face of all 
the e:arth. :and ff!)OTl the islands of the 
sea, that th 0 Lord has borne record 
to rn1r souls. throug-h the Ho1y Ghost shed 
forth unon us. that these comwa--dments 
werf! P"iven by inspiration pf God "n<l are 
nrofitable for all men, and are verily tr·e. 
We P"ive thi,: testimonv unb the w~rl<l, 
the Lord being- our h<>lp<>r: and it is 
thrm,.,.h the jl"rare o.r C:.od. thf! FatJ,er, 
and his ~Ol'\ Jesm;: (;nnst. tl--at we are 
nermittP<l to have this pr'vile,re of l-ea,.
inl1" this testimony unto th"' world in t 1,e 
which we rejoice exceedingly, praying 
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the Lord always that the children of men 
may be profited _thereby." 

The Utah Church History, Vol. 
1, p. 222, quoting from the Far 
West Record, page 16, gives us the 
identical testimony, word for word, 
dot for dot, as having been given 
by the elders present at a confer
ence at Hiram, Ohio, on November 
1st, 1831, at the time that the pref
ace to the Book of Commandments 
was received from the Lord. As 
elders they gave their testimony 
as "the witnesses to the book of the 
Lord's commandments," precisely 
as it reads in the purported testi
mony of the Twelve. The Far West 
Record declares: 

"The same afternoon, the f~llowing oc
curred: 'Brother Joseph Smith, Jun., said 
that inasmuch as the Lord had bestowed 
a great blessing upon us in giving com
mandments and revelations, he asked the 
conference what testimony they were 
·willing to attach to these commandments 
which would shortly be sent to the world. 
A number of the brethren arose and said 
that they were willing to testify to the 
world that they knew that they were of 
the Lord."-Far West Record, p. 16. 

On page 226 of the Church His
tory of the Utah Church, a foot
note reads as follows: 

"This 'testimony' to the truth of the 
'Book of Commandments' was doubtless 
drawn up with the intention of having it 
signed by the Elders present at the con
ference; but whether that was done or 
not does not appear in the Ms. of the 
Prophet's history. The testimony itse'f, 
however, is in the manus~ript History. 
... Accordingly this testimony was pre
pared with the intention of having it 
signed and published in the 'Book of 
Commandments ... .' " 

It was bad enough that those 
who selected and arranged the 
parts for the Doctrine and Cove
nants appropriated the Lord's pref
ace to the Book of Commandments 
for the new record of the church 
of a new name, but to also appro
priate the testimony, as it was 
originally prepared for the elders 
at the 1831 conference who volun
teered to serve as witnesses for the 
Lord to the Book of Command
ments, and make it serve the pur
pose of those who staged the elab
orate unanimous action of 1835, 
and present it as the testimony of 
the Twelve in their absence, is too 
much. The strain on whatever 
there was left of our inclination to 
be gullibly loyal in this respect, 
caused it to snap. 



mine. F. W.) of the Books of Command
ments, to N. K. Whitney & Co., Kirt
land, Geauga County, Ohio, care of Kelly 
and Wal worth, Cleveland, Cuyahoga, 
County, Ohio. 

The foregoing indicates that pa
per bound books were authorized 
to be circulated, and that a BOX 
alrea.dy packed with complete 
books was ready for shipment. It 
is quite safe to presume in this 
connection that many of the mem
bers of the church in Jackson 
County readily availed themselves 
of the opportunity of securing a 
copy of the completed books about 
the time that this box of books 
was ready. It is safe to cottclude 
that this box of finished books was 
ready about the last part of June. 
The books thus becoming circu
lated there must be something 
worth considering about the testi
mony of David Whitmer who de
clares that the book got into the 
hands of the world with the result 
that trouble developed ending in 
the destruction of the press, ( the 
most natural material objective of 
the mob) the instrument respon
sible for the production of, what to 
them app:iared to be, objectionable 
matter. David Whitmer solemnly 
testifies as follows: 

"You say the Book of Command
ments was never printed complete. 
I say it was printed complete (and 
copyrighood) .. It was printed com
plete, and many copies distributed 
among the members of the church, 
before the printing press owned by 
the church was destroyed. Brother 
Joseph and the brethren received 
it at first as being printed cor
rectly; but they soon decided to 
print the Doctrine and Covenants. 
I have a copy of it which was 
printed complete. Brother Jacob 
Whitmer gave his copy to Brother 
John C. Whitmer, his son who now 
has it, and upon the title page of 
which is this in large letters : 'A 
BOOK OF C0MM A.NDMENTS 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. OR
GANIZED ACCORDING TO THI<;, 
LAW ON THE' 6TH OF APRIL, 
1830. PUBLISHED BY W. W. 
PHELPS & CO., 1833. These books 

ZION'S ADVOOATE 

were finished complete and bound 
in paper covers. I tell you I was in 
Jackson County at the time, and 
know what I am saying. I am an 
eye-witness to these facts, and 
there are other witnesses yet liv
ing. I received my book of com
mandments complete before the 
press was destroyed by the mob, as 
did many other brethren. The 
main reason why the press was de
stroyed was because this book was 
printed and got into the hands of 
the world. The people saw in the 
revelations that they were intrud
ers upon the land of Zion, as I will 
show in the pamphlet .... " From 
a small eight-page pamphlet is
sued by David Whitmer, April 1, 
1888. 

In July, 1834, (one year after 
the press was destroyed) the lead
ing officials of the church issued an 
"Appeal to the people and consti
tuted authorities of this nation" in 
which they seek redress. In de
fending themselves against mis
representations the authorities 
quote from their authoritative, ac
credited, copyrighted standard of 
law, pages 135 and 153 of the Book 
of Commandments, the laUer page 
representing a portion of chapter 
64; the book ending with chapter 
65. (See C. H. Vol. 1, p. 510.) We 
quote two vital portions: 

(A) "It will be seen by a reference to 
the Book of Commandments, p. 135, ... " 

(B) "But if any man will take the 
pains to read the one hundred and fifty
third page of the Book of Command
ments, he will find it there said, ... " 

Langua~e being a vehicle of 
thought, the information conveyed 
here clearly indicates that the Book 
of Commandments was in use. 
Furthermore, the words used jus
tify the position, that the book was 
in common use. 

An attempt is made to discredit 
tlie t.Pstimony of David Whitmer 
with the remark: 

"It should be remembered that 
David Whitmer testifrd on that 
point more than fifty years after 
the event." 

On the other hand some things 
indelibly impress themselves upon 
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the tablets of memory: "If I live 
a thousand years, I never shall for
get it." 

William H. Kelly testified about 
David Whitmer as follows: 

"Who i,hall say that this man of can
dor, now i,tanding upon the verge of the 
grave, has born a false witness."-C. H. 
Vol. 4, p. 371. 

Heman Smith bore this testi
mony: 

"He · talked quite freely in regard to 
his experience in the church, and we 
were favorably impressed with his man
ner, and his evident love of truth. His 
frank, open countenance not only shows 
him to be one of nature's noblemen, bat 
impresses one that he is not of the tyre 
that could be coaxed, or bribed into a 
system of intrigue or deception."-C. H. 
Vol. 4, p. 449. 

Emma Smith, who knew him for 
years, declared : 

"David Whitmer I believe to be an 
honest man. I think what he states 
MAY BE RELIED ON."-C. H. Vol. 3, 
p. 358. 

Time did not dim the lustre of 
David's marvelous testimony with 
reference to the Book of Mormon. 
His death-bed testimony was as 
distinct and clear as his first dec
laration. His memory was keen, 
and his intellect bright to the end. 
His testimony regarding to the 
Book of Commandments where he 
declares: 

"I tell you I was in Jackson County at 
the time, and KNOW WHAT I AM SAY
ING. I AM AN EYE-WITNESS TO 
THESE FACTS." 

rings as true and clear and and ev
erlasting as his testimony inscribed 
on the tombstone at Richmond, 
Missouri: 

"The Record of the Jews, and the Rec
o,·d of the Nephites are one. Truth is 
Eternal." 

To James Caffall, David Whit
mer said: (In l.874, referring to 
the B. M.) 

"As my testimony stands, so it is; I 
have not, rior ... ~m I deny it."-S. H., 
Vol. 21; p. 564. . 

Time will not dim the lustre, 
dignity, and worth of David's tes
timony about the Book of Com
mandments. 

But says the writer. in the Her
ald, in his closing statement: 

"And even had it appeared that the 
entire one hundred and sixty pages now 
composing the Book of Commandments 
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Capable scribes and lawyers can 
undoubtedly pile up mountains of 
explanations, but they will not be 
able to dissolve the justifiable feel
:ng of suspicion which nestles te-
11aciously in the subconscious realm 
of the understanding of a student 
who has explored these facts. 

The following testimony of the 
Historian of the .Utah Church of
fers additional grounds for suspi
cion: 

"In this testimony of the Twelve to 
the Doctrine and Covenants, as published 
in the History of Joseph in the Millennial 
Star, the NAMES OF THE APOSTLtS 
WERE NOT APPENDED, b~ il ~ 
thought proper that they should be in
serted here in the order in which they 
stood in the quorum."-Footnote, p. 245, 
History of the Church, Vol. 2. 

From the preface of the new 
Book we quote the following: 

"It contains in short the leading items 
of the religion which we have professed 
to believe .... There may be an aversion 
in the minds of some against receiving 
anything purporting to be articles of re
ligious faith, in consequence of there be
ing so many Creeds now extant." 

The preface significantly sug
gests that "There may be an aver
sion in the minds of some." The 
aversions were not immediately in 
evidence, for nearly all had poured 
out upon them the "spirit of deep 
sleep" as indicated in the herd ac
tion superimposed by skillful offi
cial staging and sentimental chlo
roforming which made possible the 
series of unanimous parades of the 
different quorums, and the grand 
ensemble of final unanimous ap
proval. In the course of time, how
ever, when the reaction set in, 
after the effects of the sleeping po
tion wore off, this aversion grew
first with faint rumbles-until it 
ended in a roar of protest. 

In making a case, testimony is 
not complete without cross-exami
nation. · The collapse of an unrelia
ble witness is a victory for justice 
and truth. A vivacious, sweeely 
scented siren may momentarily re
tard the course of justice, but the 
glaring white light of truth event
ually dissolves the fog of putrid 
sentimentalism.· Sweetly scented' 
phrases like "Silver headed assist
ants." "Good gray prophet," 
"Those hands that cleansed . . . 
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boots," etc., exercise a gentle caress 
and tempt us to linger, but stu
dents with a purpose are sentries 
on duty that dare not fall asleep. 
To the Bible and to the Record of 
the Nep:1ites; "if they speak not 
according to this word, it is be
cause there is no light in them." 

F.F. W. 

The Copy rig ht 

The Saints' Herald for Febru
ary 3rd, 1926, page 98, publishes 
two quotations from the Zion's Ad
vocate with the evident attempt of 
weakening the force of our conten
tion about the copyright of the 
Book of Commandments by mak
ing our own witnesses testify 
against us. In doing so however 
they do now commit themselves to 
the fact, that the BOOK OF COM
MANDMENTS WAS COPY
RIGHTED. But in yielding this 
important point the writer in the 
Saints' Herald attempts 

"to divide 
A hair 'twixt north and north-

east side." 
exhibiting every symptom of a de
fense reaction, psychologically 
speaking. He claims that only the 
"Title" was filed at the time the 
Book of Commandments w a s 
sought to be copyrighted, as indi
cated in the following: . 

"Be it remembered that on this Lhir
teenth day of February in the year of 
our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-three, W. W. Phelps & Co., 
have deposited in the office of the United 
States District Court for the Missouri 
District, the title of a book, .•. " 

but in this connection explains 
that: 

"At that time it was only necessary to 
file copy of the title, and a copy of the 
text need not be filed with the clerk un
til THREE MONTHS AFTER DATE 
OF PUBLICATION. (Emph. mine. F. 
W.) This was according to the Congres
sional Act of February 3, 1831." 

and then naively sums up his con
clusions with the remarks: 

"At the time when the Book of Com
mandments was sought to be copyrighteq 
in 1833 it was only necessary to file the 
title to ,secure copyright. Evidently 
that was aU that wal'f done." 

By using the word "EVIDENT
LY" the writer in the Saints' Her
ald conveys the thought, that ac
cording to the proof and testimony, 
"that was ALL that was done," 
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namely, that ONLY the title page 
was filed. But where is the proof 
and testimony? According to the 
law of 1833 the following had to 
be observed to secure a copyright: 

( 1) File the title of the book, 
(2) File a copy of the text at least 

three months after publication. 

In 1921 the deputy clerk of the 
District Court, who by operation of 
law is the "custodian of the rec
ords, books, papors and files'' certi
fies that he still has upon record 
"a full, true and correct copy of the 
Copyright of the Book." The pre
sumption of evidence favors the 
position that a bonafide copyright 
has been secured, and the burden 
of proof rests upon those challeng
ing this position. 

The fact that David Whitmer 
testifies to having had a complete 
copy of the Book of Command
ments bound in paper, offers the 
writer in the Herald another op
portunity 

"to divide 
A hair 'twixt north and northeast side;" 

Commenting upon the fact that the 
book was paper. bound, he states 
that this, "might indicate that it 
was a temporary arrangement of 
pages as far as the printers had 
gone." On June 25, 1833, (nearly 
a month before the press was de
stroyed) the Presidency wrote as 
follows to W.W. Phelps: 

"First, as respects getting the Book of 
Commandments bound, we think that 1s 
not necessary. They will be sold well 
without binding, and there is no book~ 
binder to b~ had as we know of, nor are 
there materials to be had for binding 
without keeping the book too long from 
circulation."-C. H. Vol. 1, p. 298. 

On July 2nd, 1833, the Presi
dency again wrote as follows: 

"In a letter mailed last week you will 
doubtless, before you receive this, have 
obtained information about the New 
Translation. Consign the BOX (emph. 
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had been filed for copyright, that would 
not have insured the correctness of the 
text." 

The mere fact that the book was· 
copyrighted is not what we are 
after all gravely concerned about. 
A comparison of the revelations as 
printed in the Book of Command
ments, with later printed texts, re
veals discrepancies. The printed 
text of the Book of Commandments 
is in accord with the text printed 
of what was published of the reve
lations, in the :first 14 numbers of 
the Evening and Morning Star. 
Moreover, "The Articles and Cove
nants of the Church of Christ," 
( which section 17 of the Doc. & 
Cov. is supposed to represent) was 
reprinted in the Star about a year 
after the first printed text made 
its appearance in the Star, and 
these two appearances are prac
tically in accord with each other, 
and in harmony with the Book of 
Commandments. Three witnesses 
testify against the Doctrine and 
Covenants. Other revelations 
which never appeared in the Book 
of Commandments, but which were 
published in the first issues of the 
Star, also differed from the way 
they appear in the Doctrine and 
Cc,venants. Discrepancies ex,st, 
and the attempt to excuse them as 
typographical errors will never, 
never satisfy thinkers because the 
fingerprints of design are every
where in evidence. This is after 
all the vital matter involved, and 
not the copyright. F. F. W. 

-~-"~---

ABOUT THE BOOK OF COM
MANDMENTS 

By H. E. Moler 

(Continued from page 12, January issue.) 

The "Articles and Covenants of 
the church" was printed the second 
time in the Star to correct some 
minor errors occurring in the first 
printing, W. W. Phelps says: 

"We have again inserted the 
Articles and Covenants according 
to our promise in a previous num
ber, for the benefit of our brethren 
aoroad who have not the first vol
ume, as there were some errors 
which had got ,into them by tran;.. 
scribing, we have since obtaine.d 
the original copy and made the nec
essary corrections." Tke Evening 
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and The Morning Star, Vol. 2, No. 
IS, page 2. 

A writer in a recent Herald 
credits the above quotation to 
Oliver Cowdery at Kirtland. This 
is a· mistake. It was wr.itten by 
W.W. Phelps in the Star at Inde
pendence. And turning to this old 
Star published June, 1833, on the 
first page will be found "The 
Church Articles and Covenants" 
(recognized by all as the constitu
tion of the church) reprinted from 
the "original com/' evidently as it 
was when first received, you will 
not find anything that answers to 
paragraphs 16 and 17 of Section 
17 of Doctrine and Covenants. 
This makes a good strong case in 
support of the correctness of the 
document as it appears in the Star, 
as against the Doctrine and Cove
nants. 

David Whitmer tells us that he 
was present when the revelation of 
Church Articles and Covenants 
(Sec. 17 D. C.) was received, and 
that paragraphs 16 and 17 were 
not in it, but were added after
ward. This he said he positively 
knew. 

But this is not all. Many, many 
changes were made the which we 
cannot examine fully at this time, 
but will give one more citation. In 
The E1;ening and The Morning 
Star for October, 1832, there ap
peared a revelation given Novem
ber, 1831 (a later date than any 
bears found in the Book of Com
mandments), which is Section 68 
of The Doctrine and Covenants. 
In this revelation changes are 
found which are almost unbeliev
able if we were not compelled by 
indisputable evidence. Over 300 
words are added ; the most of them 
in the middle of the second para
graph. In some places words have 
been taken out and others inserted 
in their stead so as to entirely 
change the meaning. This is tl-te 
revelation that tells how Bishops 
should be appointed. The original 
says they shall "be appointed by a 
conference of high priests"; while 
the Doctrine and Covenants has it 
changed to say "appointed bv the 
first presidency of the Melchisedec 
priesthood.'' Then it f!Oes on to 
tell how that a literal desci>ndant 
of Aaron may be ordained a bishop. 
Talk about this addition of over 
300 words being a mistake in tran
scribing or copyin~? Only such 
as do not care to know the facts 
would believe that ! It is too evi
dent that .it was done by design. 
Did God do it? Did he not know 

at the first how it sli">uld 'be! ]loes C 

God walk in suclr crooked, ~ths? 
It should be remembered that 

the Star was the first periodical 
ever published by the $UTch. lt 
contained the first· revelations to 
this church that were ever printed 
-numbers of them. Joseph Smith 
received the papers and eertafnly 
would be interested enough to 
examine them as to the correctness 
of the revelations, seeing that such 
care and solemnity was exercise{J 
in their preparation. We cannot 
believe that he suddenly became 
unconcerned. He was silent in 
reference to any mistakes, except 
I believe in one instance where he 
said the word "hands" should have 
been "heads." A very minor error, 
and otte that could easily have oc
curred. I quote from Joseph's own 
words: 

"In July we received the first 
number of The Evening and Morn
ing Sta,r which was a joyous treat 
to the saints. Delightful, indeed, 
was it, to contemplate, that the 
little band of brethren had become 
so large, and grown so strong, in 
so short a space as to be able to 
issue a paper of their own, which 
contained not only some of the 
revelations. but other information 
also-which gratify and enlighten 
the humble inquirer after trutli." 
Times and Seasons, Vo1 5, No. 16. 
page 626. 

Again he says: 
"In August we were again de

lighted to receive the Star." Times 
and Seasons, Vol. 5, No. 17, page 
640. 

On the first page of the first 
number above referred to appeared 
the "Article<; and Covenants of the 
Church of Christ'' (Sec. 17, D. C.), 
without anything that answers to 
paragraphs 16 and 17 of the,. same 
document in Doctrine anrl Cove
nants. And not a word fro'll 
Joseph Smith callin~ attPntion to 
t11is omission ( ?) which he could 
not have failed to see, if it was an: 
omission. 

Gt>ntlernen. it is too late now to 
p-et by these facts by attempting to 
discredit the Book of Command
mentq. To do so you must rep11rli
ate the acts of two conferences, 
ignore the Lord's preface. disre
g-ard the dedication of the b"ok by 
,Toseuh Smith, besides casting re
flections upon the commi+te~ ap
pointed to do the work. Why not 
come out in the ouen and meet 
this issue fairlv and souarely! 1t 
wilJ no longer do to teJI the peop!e 
the book was unauthodzed. 


	S011000347_1505271421000
	S011000347_1505271421001
	S011000347_1505271421002
	S011000347_1505271423000
	S011000347_1505271424000
	S011000347_1505271424001
	S011000347_1505271424002
	S011000347_1505271425000
	S011000347_1505271425001
	S011000347_1505271426000
	S011000347_1505271426001
	S011000347_1505271426002

