“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day for they shall have the gift and power of tlxe

Holy Ghost.”

Ist Nephi 3:124
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WHO MISUNDERSTANDS?

111 The Saints’ Herald for August 12, 1925, the assist-
ant editor takes a hand n the discussion of the 1919
commiittee’s report. The senior editor, in his article in
the Herald for July 1, 1925, as well as the
editor in his subsequent article both assume that we
misunderstand the status of the report of 1919, They,
however, misunderstand in thinking we misunderstand.
Let the reader refer to the excerpt in the June number
of the Advocate, and judge for himself. The presenta-
tion of the report is introduced with thc statement,

“The following report was duly received by the Reor-
ganized Church in general umfel(*nc at Lamoni, fowa,

April 17, 19197 After giving the 101)011 verbatim, Bro.
Macgregor sums up the sense of the report: reducing it
to thw, points.

Let the reader review his June Advocate and he will
see that this report of 1919 is not the only matter of

history concerning the relationship between the two
churches that is presented. There are two other arti-
cles, one giving the vital conclusion embodied in the

agreement, the other presenting an excerpt from a sketch
of the history of the Church of Christ written by the
Herald editor in 1918 The reader will see that the
idea was to give, briefly. the gist of the history affecting

the relation between the two churches, and the 1919
report had a place in such a survey as h()\\'ing‘ the
attitude of mind of leading church otficials like Presi-
dent F. M. Smith and Walter W. Smith, the signers
of the report.  Besides these. Bishop McGuire, Mark H
Siegfried and F. M. Sheehy were active factors

The assistant editor of the Herald, in his mntrlbutiun
for August 12th, says. “The whole question of relation-
ship was not under consideration by the Advocate.”
That is just where he misunderstands. 'l WAS. That
is the reason we said that the senior editor had not
gone far enough. "He overlooked the other two articles
which make our purpose clear. We credit the assistant
editdr with trying to be loval to his chief. but really
he has not helped matters any. The subject was n
better shape where the senior editor left it.  The assist-
ant editor, in trving to go “far enough.” has gone too
far. He says: “We note the writer thus admits the
error of the former Advocate article,” etc. Again he mis-
understands We admitted nothing of the kind. There
was no error in the “former Advocate article.” [t stated
the exact language of the conference minutes, saying
the 1919 report was “received.” We suggest that the
assistant editor read the June Advocate again.

‘Fhe assistant editor says that we “went not to the
1918 ‘working basis of harmony’ to establish the system
ot interchange.” We mugst again remind the assistant
editor that he misunderstands. We did go to the 1918
“working basis of harmony.” We contended that this
whole queitmn of the relationship between the two
churehes which comprehends transfer of members,. ad-
ministering to the sick together, partaking of the sacra-

assistant:

ment together, etc,—all these things were legitimatized
by the articles of agreement which were adopted in 1918
No question has ever been raised on this point, and the
two editors who have essayed to take exception with us
are simply indulging in technicalities and splitting hairs,
evading the real issue.
The assistant editor asks why we “ignore the basic
and sufficient document and quote from an unnecessary
and in effect rejected committee report to establish™ our
point.  We did not. That is just another instance of
where the assistant editor misunderstands. We empha-
sized that the articles of agreement adopted in 1918
are the basic thing; that the report of 1919 was not
essential; that the course it suggested was the only
course that could be taken; the only course that would
be taken had the report of 1919 never been written.
The assistant editor asks, “Where i1s his evidence that
in the eight vears which have passed since the “work-
ing basis of harmony’ was adopted there has been a
single interchange?”  Why such a heroic challenge when
we clearly indicated in our July editorial that the stream
has been flowing to the Church of Christ, and not from it?

The assistant editor remarks that “intm’chanw‘e means
an act of mutual changing: an act of lenwmn ach for

the other or one for another.” It would appear that
the assistant editor’'s construction is a sort of swapping,
or trading process.  We never heard the idea advanced
before, and we do not feel called upon to defend our-
selves for not exchanging members when no such lan-
guage as “interchanging” is used in the documents of

1919, or of 1918, Our action has been governed by the
principles acknowledged general conference, not by

private mterpretation.

The assistant editor can not see that partaking of the
sacrament together, administering to the sick together,
ete.. can have any “bearing” on “the transfer of men-
bership from one church to the other.” Furthermore,
he can not see that articles 7 and 24 of the “working
hasis of agreement” have any bearing on the question,
either. Well, if he can not see that when the vital point
in this whole matter, that of authority, was established,
as was done by the adoption of the articles of agreement,
including articles 7 and 24, and was acknowledged in the
editorial by }flbu”t A, Smith, the most of which we gave
our readers last month; if 1t 15 not clear that partakmg
of the sacrament together, adminjstering to the sick
together etc., are a recognition of mutual authomty that
opens the way for transfer of members from one church
to the other; if the assistary editor can not see the logie
ir these associated facts, then there i no use of our
using space and wearying the reader trying to show him.

Several paragraphs are devoted to,—shall we say eriti-
cism 2—of our receiving. members who disagree with the
administrative policies and general conference action
ot the Reorganization. 1 a similar condition of unrest
and dissatisfaction existed in the Church of Christ. and
members should wish ‘to transfer their membership to
the Reorganization; aid apply to the officials of the
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Church of Christ for “letters of recommendation,” we
are asked, “Would the letters be forthcoming? [If they

were, where would the) draw the line as to who were
entitled to credentials of this nature?” We answer that
if existing conditions were reversed, and exactly the
same process of transformation or change should take
place in the Church of Christ that has taken place in
the Reorganization—but what is the use of asking such
a ques’aon? There is but one answer. If [ were you I
W (mld act }ust as vou do, of course.

But getting away from the imaginary to the real,

neither the lucument of 1918 or of 1919 required that
either church secure “letters of recommendation” from
the officials of the other church. That is simply con-
struction, and very recent construction, too. Most cer-
tainly the Church of Christ never agreed to do any such
thing, neither has any suggestion that we ought to pro-
ceed in that way ever been hinted to us until of late.
The matter for investigation when a member of the Re-
(ngdm/atl(m applies for fellowship with us is not as to
whether his baptism or ordination to the priesthood
was valid; the mutmd recognition of authority in each
church by each church, scttlL\I that question, as Elbert
A. Smith stated in his editorial from which we gave
our readers an excerpt last month. What we desire to
know is not how the member stands on questions at
issue in the Ru»rganizati(m but 1s he a consistent
Christian; has he investigated the position of the Church
of Christ, and does he make application from conviction.
Surely, if credentials were required, it would not be dif-
ficult to draw the line between moral worth and mental
attitude toward administrative policies,

[f the editors of the Herald are afraid persons can
slide into the Church of Christ just to get away from the
Reorganization, they need not worry. We want no
one who does not believe in the position of the Church of
Christ, and we try to ascertain that every one applying
understands what he is doing. We stand for the prin-
ciples and ideals of 1829 and 1830, and we (mly ask
that applicants understand and be converted to these
things as we are,

The assistant editor says:  “Our brothers of the
Church of Christ believe that the same status existed
between the churches after the General Conference of
1919, as had existed before; and as would have existed
had the report of the joint committee been adopted by
the body. To this we do not accede.” Well, suppose
the assistant editor does not “accede,” he will have to
admit that no official notice of any change of status has
been made in the six years that have intervened. He
will also have to admit that the articles of agreement
that were adopted in 1918 have not been revoked or
repudiated by any general conference since,

We can easily. understand how - the -assistant editor
could feel so good natured if he were called a “Josephite
brother:” The late President Joseph Smith was a good
and a grand man. . No one will deny-that. - So was
Moses, and so was Paul, but we read: “For if a church
be called in Moses’ name, then it be Moses’ church; or
it he called in the name of a man, then it be the church
of a man; butif it be called in.my name, then it is my
church, if it so be that they are built upon my gospel.’—
3 Nephi 12:20.

‘The assistant editor is quite technical about the name
of the church, and we do not object to that. His church
i3 called after Jesus Christ, (and some more besides).
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Well, we are not far out of the way, according to
Book of Mormon. “And now,; because of the cove
which ye have made, ye shall be called the chilaren
Christ, ‘There is no other name given, whereby
vation cometh; therefore, I would that ye should take;
upon:yout the name of Lhrlst all you that have entered

into the covenant with Ged, that ye should be obedient -

unto the end of your lives. And it shall come to pass
that whosoever doeth this; shall be found at the right
hand of God, for he shall know the name by which he
is caled; for he shall be called by 'the name of Christ”

“\I;(».lah 38, 11, 12.

e e

WAKE UP! YE EDITOR!

[ have just been reading the article of Brother Lam-
bert's covering the mdtter of the "Working Agreement
of Harmony.”

Really we expected better things from the leaders of
the Reorganization. It was anything but am article
looking to an Agreement of Harmony. It seemed to
have for its purpose the throwing of doubts and sus-
picion on an Agreement enacted only after 58 years of
repeated efforts.

Does the Brother want the Reorganization to repudi-
ate the work of the leading men of their Church? Does
he went to call in question a legislated Act of the Re-
organization, an act that amounts to a Treaty of Peace?
[s it to him only a “scrap of paper?”

What is the matter? Is the First Presidency plotting
the cancellation of an Agreement entered into 1 good
faith by the Church of Christ as well of the Reorganiza-
tion?  And is the present course of the Herald editors
part of a filibustering campaign designed to break down
confidence in the Working Agreement, thus creating an
anti-sentiment that will ultimate in a nullification?

The brother takes the position that the Agreement of
Working Harmony as '1(1()1)tcd in 1918 did not savor of
anvthing looking toward a “basis of union.” a mutual
transfer of membership, or an association of labors on
the part of the missionaries of the Reorganized Church
and the Church of Christ.

That the brother may sce that the Agreement carried
that very spirit, we shall take the liberty of quoting from
it. and the reader will form his own conclusions.

“One of these groups of old time saints, which was
striving to honor the law revealed in the restoratiog of
the Gospel, was located in Woodford County, Hl.:-As
early as 1856 these Woodford County Saints sought to
unite their efforts with those forming the Reorganiza-
tion. EldersGranville: Hedrick and Jedediah Owen,
who had been Elders in the old Church, were sent to
fepresent theni, afid ‘were accepted and given the right
hand of fellowship by the Conferénce of thf: brethren of
the Reorganization. * No- definite union, however, was
formed, and: the Woodford County Saints continued
their work alone gathering to themselves other Elders
who had received their ordination from the Church, be-
fore the death of Jospeh Smith; among them Zebulun
Adams, David Judy; John E. Page;and “Adna C. Halde-
mart,

About 1867 these with others removed to Independ-
ence. Mo.. and organized. or rather continued the Branch
organized by these brethren in Woodford County, Il
Elder Granville Hedrick was the presiding Elder until
his death. Subsequently the Branch has been presided
over by Elders who recelved their authority thmugh”
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ordination from these older Elders and their successors;
and have always maintained an honorable name and
place among men, and have held their priesthood in
righteousness before God.”

At various times since 1856 efforts have been made by
the Eldership of the Church of Christ and of the Re-
organized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
to form a working basis of harmony between them.”

On December 30, 1917, a joint Committee, composed
of Elders George D). Cole, Clarence .. Wheaton and
James M. Hartley of the Church of Christ, and Francis
M. Sheehy, Walter W. Smith and Mark H. Seigfried of
the Reorganized Church met. The former Articles of
Agreement were adopted with slight alterations and
amendments. The whole <>10und of differences was re-
viewed in a spirit of (mdur and brotherly solicitude
for the welfare and progress of Zion.

We most respectfully submit the following Articles
of Agreement adopted by the Joint Committee and
recommend that they be adopted as the working Basis
of Harmony between the two organizations.

Agreements of Working Harmony

“1. Agreed, that we believe in the restoration of the
gospel and the angels message through Joseph the Seer.

"2, Agreed, that so far as the fundamental principles
of the Gospel of Christ are concerned, both organiza-
tions believe the same as per copies of the epitome at-
tached

“3. Agreed, that the Book of Mormon 1s a divine
record, and the redemption of Zion must be by purchase.
H7. Agreed, that we believe that there are mdividuals
in the different factions who hold the priesthood.

“8. Agreed, that where there are six or more regular-
Iy baptized members, any one of which is an elder, there
the Church exists.

“10.  Agreed, that wherever a branch exists the power
of Church extension exists also to 1ts fullest extent when
acting in harmony with law.

“11. Agreed, that any man holding the priesthood,
and possessing the proper ludhfmmfm\ may be chosen
by the Church, by acting in accordance with the Jaw to
act in any specific position.

“13. Agreed, that in the opinion of this Council, in
order to accomplish the work of the Lord committed to
His people, it is necessary for them to unite in one or-
ganization, in harmony with the law of God.

“24. Agreed, that whereas the Church of Christ, and
the Reorganized Church of jesua Christ of T.atter Day
Saints consist of members who have been baptized by
men holding authority, conferred by ordination under
the hands of the servants of God, called during the
ministry of Joseph Smith, who have remained trie to
the 0r1gma1 faith of the church, organized April 6, 1830,
and whereas both organizations stand for and maintain
the same fundamental doctrine and practice, and have
the same purpose and ideal in their church government
and work; therefore, be it mutually agreed, that each
recognize the standing of the other as representing
Christ, the Master: and, the priesthood of each as legally
constituted, -and the administration of each as equally
binding before God when done in accordance with law.

“Resolved that these articles of agreement be sub-
mitted to the General Conferences of both organizations,
which are to be held April 6, 1918, at Independence,
Missouri, for approval as the working basis of harmony
between the Church of Christ and the Reorganized

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
Frederick M. Smith, Chairman.
Walter W. Smith, Secretary.
For the Committee.”

“The report was adopted with but one dissenting vote.”

General Conference Minutes, pages 2608-2611.

From the above we note the following facts:

1. That the Church of Christ has descended froni a

group of old time saints “striving to honor the law.”

2. That as ecarly as 1856, the Church of Christ ex-
tended the hand of ln‘othuly friendship, trying to effect
a union with the Reorganized Church.

3. That the Reorganized Church gave the right hand
of fellowship to Elders Hedrick and Owen, representa-
tives of the Church of Christ.

4. That the Church of Christ has ©
an honorable name and place.”

5. That the personnel appointed by the Reorganiza-
tion on the many Committees of working Agreement
were the leading men of their Church such as Brethren
Joseph Smith, W. W. Blair, Bishop Rogers, Patriarch
AL HL \miﬂh and many others,

6. That the Church of Christ has
priesthood n righteousness.”

7. That the Church of Christ stands by the angel’s
message and the restoration as effected through Joseph
Smith.

8. That the Church of Christ believes in the Book of
Mormon as a divine record.

9. That the Reorganized Church
th(‘l-(‘ are SiX IUCIH})(’,I'S»
Church exists.”

10. That the Reorganized Church concedes to the
Church of Christ the power of Church extension “to the
fullest extent when acting 1n harmony with law.”

11. The Reorganized Church recognizes the right of
any man in the Church of Christ, holding the priesthood
and possessing the proper qualifications, to be chosen
by the Church to act in any specific position.

12. The Reorganized Church believes that in order
to accomplish the work of the Lord, it is necessary to
unite with the Church of Christ in one mgam/atmn

13. The Reorganized Church declared that the mem-
bers of the Church of Christ were baptized by men hold-
ing authority, received during the ministry of Joseph
the Seer, and that they have remained “true to the
original faith (»rganizcd April 6, 1830.7

4. T 1e Reorganized Church declared that the Church
of Christ represented Christ, the Master.

15, The Reorganized Church declared that the Priest-
hood of the Church of Christ was “legally um@tltuted"
and their administration “binding before God.”

In view of this splendid record and declaration that
the Church of Christ is lawfully organized, authorita-
tively officered, scripturally mdoctrmated, honorable in
the eves of the people, righteous in theit priesthood con-
duct, possessing all necessary power to complete Church
extension, sound in “fundamental doctrine and practice’”
and their priesthood administration “is binding before
God,” who in the name of consistency can object to
transferring their membership to such a church, particu-
larly when the Church of which one was a former mem-
ber has gone on the rocks of apostacy in “denying the
Lord who bought them,” and are putting their trust in
man? [s there not everything in the Church of Christ,
as stated in the Working Agreement, calculated to in-
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The reader will not {ail to note Article 13 of the Agree-
ment of working harmony—"In order to accomphs‘n the
waork of the Lord committed to His people it is necessary
for them to unite in ome organization in harmony with
the law of God?”

In view of this clear cut declaration will our Herald
friend continue to tell us that the 1919 report, directing
the mutual trahsfer of membership, did not light its
torch at the altar of the 1918 Agreement?

It ds.necessary. to unite, how can it be done
a transfer of membership in some form or other?

And whe is it that is making all this noise against
this “received” report? . Certainly not the Church of
Christ. It must be that the other fellow is feeling sore
gver eomething Can it be that the mutual transfer of
~membership is not working both ways as much as they
expected ?

The brother states that he knows of none whose name

without

has* been taken from the Reorganized records in order
to “be enrolled “with ‘the Church of Christ. Probably
they are retaining them for some reason or other. And
again it ‘may be that the Recorder, understanding his
business das well as any, feels that it is not necessary to
erase the names from ‘their records, of those who are
joining the Church of Christ, since the Reorganized
Church has endorsed that Church up to the hilt as the
simon pure expression of the true Church. But of one
thing we can assure the editor; and that is, that immedi-
dtely the Reorganized Church passed that abominable
doctrine that set up a system of Anti-Christ in their
midst, placing on man the prerogatives of Jesus Christ,
that of Supreme Control, we lost no time in pushing our
way to the General Church Recorder, and asked that
our membership might immediately be placed over with
the Church of Christ.  And that is where [ still stand.
As for the Reorganized Church, in the days of my con-
nection with it I have many fond rccolleutlons, many
iriends, but when it came to that bare, bald desert of a
missionery future where Christ could not be taken, and
Upon W ‘hom 1§ could not lean for support, there was only
one decision to make. And I have rejoiced every hour
since that | made that decision.

Our brother’s proxy apology for calling us “Hedrick-
ites” would have come with better grace if the editor
gullty of such childish ways would ha\ e offered it him-
self. It would seem that any offspring of the Seer should
have learned long ago of \had\hnw effects hz'mu{:h‘c
upon our work through the mi sundmnmndmg,\ of the
people; and nothing is so conducive to misunderstand-
as an unmerited nick-name.
Granville Hedrick was a great man, a gr
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WHY I8 1T?
Why is it that in the Saints’ Herald {or April 24, 1018,
ceeurs an editorial written by one of the First Freas‘,
dency lauding the articles entitled, “Agreements of
W ork dng Harmony,” adopted by the conference of 1918,
as mm of the most important acts” of that conference?
In the Baints’ Herald for July 11925 appears another
editorial from the pen of the shme writer on a subject
so-closely related to the subject of the former editorial
that a spiendzé appotrtunity was at hand for reiteration
regarding this “most important act,” but it was not even
referred to: it avas absolutely ienored. Why such

abatement ‘'of Zeal 1n the short space of seven vears
Why?
Why it-is that for several vears members of the
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organization have gone over to the Church of Christ,
workmg and fellowshiping with them with the advice
and counsel of high church authorities, and this pro-
cedure was not called in question as being unprov1ded
for in the “agreements of working harmony,” but now,
since the conference of 1925, when others for the sake of
conscience have taken membershlp and fellowship with
the Church of Christ, they immediately become objects
of suspicion, criticism and ostracism? Why was an
act that was.commendable from 1918 to 1924, condemned
in 1925, without repeal of “Agreements of Working
Harmony.”—Why?

Why is-it that our brethren of the Reorganization
were So greatly interested in bringing about these arti-
cles of “agreements of working harmony,” and also in
working with the Church of Christ for these several
years past, and now have not only so suddenly lost
interest in their “brethren,” but severely condemn others
who prefer to recognize the spirit of the agreement
entered into and adopted by the conferences of both
churches, and who have removed their membership to
the Temple Lot people? What does this mean?

Why 1s it that since 1918, fellowship and goodwill
seemed manifested toward the Church of Christ by minis-
ters of the Reorganization, but now some of these same
men have changed their attitude toward their Temple
Lot “brethren?” Have the Church of Christ people sud-
denly turned bad?

Why is it that aiter men have served for many years
in the ministry in the interests of the Re«)lgam/dtmu
placing their lives, their all, on the altar of devotion and
sacrifice, and now, because of Innovations introduced,
they feel justified in transterring their membership to
the Church of Christ in harmony with the spirit of

“agreements of working harmony,” they are lookea
upon with contempt? Because some transfer mem-

bership now as others have done in the past, are they
apostates? How is this?

Why is it that members of the Reorganization are
not aware that this attitude of bitterness towards those
who can not agree with them only serves to strengthen

the faith of the protestants and confirm them n the
step they have tal\gn
Why is it that if the Reorganization was sincere in

the adoption of “agreements of working harmeny,” and
still desire to work for unity, when they see some of
their brethren who can not support the mnovations re-
cently introduced, and who prefer to accept the benehts
of this agreement—why 1s it the authorities do not say,
“All right, brethren; sorry you can not go further with
us, but if not, we hope you may be better satished and
accomplish good elsewhere.” Would this not be more in
keeping with the agreement?

Why should the Church of Christ people be censured
by the Reorganization for what its own members and
ministers are saying and doing in opposition to the new
program, even if some of the opposition was uttered
on the Temple Lot?

Why is it that if the following paragraph, taken from
an editorial published immediately after the conference
of 1918, was good reasoning and true then, it is not
equaH}, good and true in 19257

“Though arguments might be advanced on both sides
of the question, as is usually the case, this assembly
conceded that our Church of Christ brethren had estab-
hﬁhed thelr clarm 50 far as they may be involved in
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tracing baptism and priesthood back to valid original
sources. As an organization they have held to the funda-
mental doctrines of the church and have been guilty of
no moral lapse. In fact, in the-face of adroit efforts to
bribe and seduce from their trust they have kept them-
selves clear from evil forces and designing men. [Hence,
no charge of apostasy from the original faith could be
supported, were -there any among us inclined at this
time to make such a charge”~~From an editorial by
Elbert A. Smith in Herald for April 24, 1918, Vol. 65,
No. 17. (Emphasis mine. H. E. M.)

Could the Church of Christ people have said more for
themselves then, or now?

H. E. Moler.
e
EXPERIENCE

“He saw God stand upon the weaker side, that sank in secming
loss before its foes.'—Lowell

As fruit acid stains the blade, so the harrowing expe-
riences of the recent general conference left their im-
press upon memory’ s tablets. Hours and hours of medi-
tation and study fnl]owed the series of nightmares until
decision set as firm as adamant. Investigation stimu-
lated by feelings ¢hat plumbed the depths and heights
of human emotions probed and sifted until artificial
faith shattered by bitter experiences was rebuilt on the
feundation laid “for your faith in His excellent word.”

Returning home after the general conference [ was
under the necessity of fauno disagreeable local prob-
lems. More experiences fol mwd, added to previous
experiences already bitter with the realization that jus-
tice was failing where men are chatfering for place and
despotic rights. [t was clear to be seen that at home, ag

in other places the general church controversy had
projected itself into our local problems {or reasons
better- known to the authorities than to anvone else,

mcluding no doubt the reason, that with the coming
i of Supreme Directional Control and centralization <>f
power, there was a passing out of the original idea of
congregational control, o

Past experiences of others “that slaughtered lie” as-
sured me of what the outcome would be if [ challenged

the organied and intrenched forces of the administration,
but brethren of the muustry with whom [ had labored
for some time, looked to me to do my duty, and to stand
up for principle.  To be true to my conscience I had to
act.  The hungry maw of S Dl Co with B, D, anticis
pated another victim, and the victim accordingly an-
ticipated the hungry maw. Before entering the arefia
of conflict I made application for membership to-the
Church of Christ on the Temple Lot, and was received
m full fellowship with these brethren in due time, and
on July 10th recetved a certificate of appointment auth=
orizing me to act as missionary. After considering the
matter of appointment for a short time, I fmaiiy de-
cided to actively represent the Church of Christ:
With my membership established | picked  up- the
challenge of the foe and entered into the arena of conflict
to await the signal of thumbs down, or the end Of my
official career in the Reorganized Church. pr
The local contest centered about a. Court r:ieusmn of
a Bishop's Court. Incidentally, it is not refreshing to
one’s faith to observe the stretching of law.and practice
from 1830 to 1925, with respect to bishops and also
the judicial procedure. Today the prophet appoints the
bishop, ordains him, ,anlclugz‘ge,@ygtqbV_fr;;;nh if he 5o desires.
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An appeal to the common judge of Israel for a Bishop’s
Court is accompanied with the rude awakening that the
}’rcszdenC) appoints this Court. The Presidency also
receives the decision of the court and supcrvmes the
reading. of this decision, choosing the time and place
that will of course best serve their ends. The appeal
irom the Bishop's Court must of course then be made
to the High Council, but the Presidency decides if the

appeal can be taken to the High Council. Then, when
finally the hearing does take place, the Presidency

makes the decision. Moreover, in harmony with Section
99 (D). and C.), and the recent general conference reso-
Ivtion, the Presidency largely controls the selection
ot the members of the High Council. 1 do not feel the
least bit surprised about John's expression when he
saw the development of a certain power, I wondered
with great admiration.” Boiled down into a few words
we hd\c President, President, PRESIDENT, P-R-E-S
1-D-E-N-T, P—R—E-—S—1—D—E-—~N—T1 Criticism
against the idea of the president functionmg judicially
as well as m an administrative capacity on the same
matter is answered with the naive remark, that of course
whatever is done is presumed to be beneficent.  Judge
R‘ml\t(m of the famous monkey case said:

“in the very nature of things there can be no
such combination as a dishonest individual and an
honest judge in the same personality.”

Paraphrasing the above we would say that there could
be no such combination as a biased administrative officer
and an unbiased judge in the same personality, or the
reverse.  Even ordinary common sense would provide
more interstellar distance between these official stars so
that their movements in their orbits would be without
collisions, or collusions, either.

Judging by certain rulings previous to as well as dur-
ing the local tnal, the worst was expected, but hope of
course reigns eternal within the human breast. But,
oh, how our rugged pioneers would have blushed to
behold this lewd dame in the form of the decision when
she made her appearance, stripped of all fairness and
justice!  l.ocal brethren who had labored to maintain
order and unity were left paralyzed on beholding this
unexpected spectre of autocracy. The hungry maw of
S, D Cloclamored for another vicetim, and in this in-

stance a sacrifice was prepared through this channel.

Your humble servant, the writer, threw—no, not his
actual self—his vacated official garments to the lions.
Yes, | have been silenced by the Reorganized Church,
but count 1t all joy to have been pcnmtted to go through
the gruelling ordeal of experiences, and to now f*n)m; the
prlnlegﬁc unfettere(l of representing Christ as an elder.

Now I must speak or the very rocks about me will
declare their protests. Osmond Tiffany, writing about
Melancthon, said:

“His perpetual anxiety to soothe his enemies and
soften the bigotry of the hierarchy, frequently se-
duced him into unworthy compromises, which low-
ered his own cause with out obtaining ecither ad-
vantage or respect from his adversaries. It is not
thus that the ferocity of intolerance can be disarmed.
The lust of religious domination can not be satis-
fied by soothing words or appeased by any exer-
cise of religious charity. . It is too blind to imagine
any ‘motive for the moderation of an enemy except
the consciousness of weakness.
accept any partial concession, except as a pledge of

[t is too greedy to-

still further humiliation, to end in abseolute. sub-
mission. It can be successfully opposed only by the
same unbending resolution which itself displays;
tempered by a calmer judgment, and animated by a
more righteous purpose.’—The .Patriarchs - and
Prophets.  P. 587.

The Spirit of my ministry rests upon me with every
assurance that God will be with me. Intelligence has
ireed me from the superstitious reverence and awe for
the mere mechanics of authority which has held many
all their life long in bondage. It i1s slavery to bow in
servility to a fetich of authority for fear that wrath or
}ndgment will follow in the wake of honorable protest or
justifiable withdrawal. Many of Ephraim are truly
joined to their idols, but this member of the tribe of
IDan has become an iconclast.

The Spirit of the living God warms my bosom and
bids me move forward in courage as I am about to con-
sign the papal bull of excommunication to the flames of a
righteous zeal.

T have been repeatedly urged Dy many well meaning
brethren to await further developments—to wait another
vear—and still many of my brethren admit the exist-
ence of wrongs., But one thing remained to be deter-
mined by me—are the pollmes right or wrong? If
wrong, no compromise could adjust. If right, no half
way or lukewarm efforts could compensate. Bitter ex-
periences of the last four vears have proven the policies
to be wrong. They are wrong today. They will be just
as wrong tomorrow, and a year from now. lelay only
accustoms us to evils.  Delay is the father to compro-

mise in this case. Today is therefore the day of salva-
tion.
The following song expresses my sentiments better

than anything else 1 could prepare for the purpose:
THE CALL OF GOD {(Tune, Hymnal, 123)
Hark, hear the call of God today,
His Word must vindicate His way,
The fires of faith are almost dead,
And martyrs for the cause have bled
And martyrs for the cause have bled.

Awake and hear the clarion call,
The time has come to do or fall,

Today but silken cords entwine—
Tomorrow, hellish chains confine,
Tomorrow, hellish chains confine,

Beneath the flowers oft’ serpents hiss,
Mark well the course that leads to bliss.
See fires enkindled—sparks fly high,
And feelings stirred that soon will die,
And feelings stirred that soon will die.

above the heights of men,
The way of God will beckon when—
All else in ruin falls, decays;
And mocking shrines their craft betrays
And mocking shrines their craft betrays:

But high

The old, “Old Path,” is still with men,
Piscerned through Spirit’s keenest ken.
It vields the fruits of righteousness,

When souls are free through love’s caréss,
When souls are free through love’s. caress.

Frank F. Wipper, 412 W. Main St., Lansing, Mich
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{eE Providence, R. 1.
P . May 3, 1925,
President F. M. Smith,

Independence, Mo,

Dear Brother

[ am writing to ask that my name be stricken from
your Church records. I request that the charge shall
be “A persistent request to withdraw from the Church.”
This decision 18 reached after much care in study and in
prayer, .and is final.

“Under your leadership of today, I do not find the
Church or the teachings of forty years ago and 1 believe
the Church is in a state of apostacy. The truths which
I'learned as a child are no longer taught and the modern
ideas are so 1n conflict with thc Word of God, as 1 under-
stand it, that | cannot continue in my Church work. 1
prefer to be outside where 1 can exercise the true liberty
of conscience and of speech, unhampered by any Con-
ference Resolutions passed by a controlled deleg ation,
and free from the fear of “effective discipline” from a
leader who has swept all aside that he might win. But
to me this seeming victory (in removing the Bishopric
and two of the Twelve and the accompanying legislation
including the purported revelation) but writes upon the
wills of history, defeat and failure, and 1 am sure that
God (ere long) will call another in vour stead.

I do not doubt your good intentions but T sincerely
believe you have allowed vour own ideas and opinions
to shut out the light of the Holy Spirit in regard to
many problems w hlch have arisen.

:\ld} I have speedy action on my request,

Respectiully,
. Do Suttell.

——— e

WHO OBJECTS TO ALL OF GOD’'S LIGHT?

The plan of God for the salvation of men is not con-
fined to a favored few. [t is the intent of God that all
mankind may be made free {rom that which would make
them unhappy and hinder them from becoming joint
heirs with Jesus Christ. In order to attain to this happy
condition man must not only become acquainted with the
principles of justice, right and truth, but he wmust be in
full accord with these principles, and they must become
a part of his every-day life. God i1s never afraid that
men will become too pure. Neither is He afraid that
the prm(lplcs of truth and righteousness will be made
too plain.  But on the other hand. those who love the
truth, whether they be men or angels, delight in seeing
the plan of salvation set forth in clear and unnnstdkdblc
terms.

There 1s a class, however, who object to pure and un-

adulterated truth. This class was right in the _hurcn
of Christ in Paul’s time. (See Gal. 1:6,10). He mar-
veled that these brethren had been so soon removed

from the grace of God, by “some that would pervert the
gospel of Christ.” No man should get the thought that
the gospel of Christ consists only of the principles which
we read of in Heb. 671, The gospel of Christ is his en-
tire teaching to men. (See Matt. 7:24). This includes
the form of government of his church as well as the
law by which it is to be governed. (See 1 Cor. 12:28,

iph. 4:11-14). To Lhdnge God’s plan of bringing about
peace and harmony would be to pervert the t)()spel of
Christ.  The perverting of God’s plan is simply the
repeating of history. It is also history that those who
were not and are not in accord with the mind of God

greatly object to light being thrown upon a perverted

gospel, lest their cloak be removed and their sins be
exposed.

Brethren, let us who claim to be soldiers of the cross
not shrink irom having the light of truth turned ‘upon
error and darkness, even though these be found “in high
places.” And let us see to it that the work of God is
safeguarded, even thomrh xmh safeguarding cause the
dcrmcmw of “tall L(‘ddl‘

—A. V. lregx.).

NEWS FROM BROTHER MacGREGOR

Dear Reader: It may be of interest to relate how
niatters are proceeding in the building up of the Church
of Christ. :

Upon returning home at the close of General Con-
ference we were so engaged in the labor of life which
required all my time except that of Sunday. Securing
the theater we commenced a series of meetings which
attracted a splendid hearing.  We continued thus until
a few weeks ago when the way opened for us to give
our entire time in the Master’s vinevard for a lhttle
season.

We came to this part (Sandpoint, ldaho), where we
immediately commenced holding meetings in the home
of Bro. and Sr. Bronson.  We have continued this for
4 week.

The response to our message 1s all that we could ex-
pect. Eleven have applied for membership, while we
have baptized two more. In adition to these,. three
others residing at different points in the region round
about, have also applied for envollment under the hanner
of the Charch of Christ.

We find a mighty awakening amongst the people of
the Reorganized faith, looking to the old Jerusalem
Gospel. lhe) have grown weary of the many incon-
sistent things, particularly the Supremacy of Control
now so much m evidence m the working of that church.
They are hungering for a simpler system wherein “com-
mon consent” and mitlative are recognized.

I should have said that while the credit belongs unto
God for the splendid gathering at Sandpoint, yet it is
only in order to say that in this He has recognized and
blessed the labors of others, notably the many missionary
letters sent out by Brother and Sister Sheldon, Brother
Wheaton and possibly others, Nor should we omit to
mention the heroic stand of sister Osborn, now sister
Oliver Shirk, supported by aunt Polly Summers who,
through many gears have not hesitated to take a stand
for the “nld paths.”

We are sorry to report that in our efforts to:carry
out the “Working Agreement” with the Officials of the
Reorganized Church as by them and us “adepted” 1
1918, we are meeting with a hostile repulse. " This op-
position comes not from the rank and file, but from:
those of their minisiry who feel that their craft is in
danger. The l(md}\ vaunted claim, once the glory of the
Reorganization— “An open Bible and a free pulpit’ is
no longer their motto. They have backed up and creviced
away in the folds of that-abominable papal dogna—=Sup-
reme Directional Control.

Recently one of their general missionaries, W, P.
Bootman. unkindly assailed the Church of Christ, de-
claring that we held no priesthood authority. He was
pmmptlx challenged to meet the writer in public dis-
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cussion on the following propositions:

1. “Resolved that the Church of Christ of which I am
a member is vested with the Holy Priesthood, her bap-
tisms and sacrements are legal, and her Articles of Faith
and doctrine are scriptural, being in harmony with God’s
Word.” The writer affirms, will Elder Bootman Deny?

2. “Resolved that the doctrine of Supreme Directional
Control as vested in the First Presidency, and as adopted
by the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints at the late Conference, is of God, and accord-
ing to the Holy Scriptures governing the Church of the
New Testament.”  Will Elder Bootman Affirm? The
writer will deny.

The above propositions, together thh a challenge to
Eider Bootman, a champion of S.D.C., were published
in the Spokane Review several weeks ago, but up to
date neither he nor any other man of the Reorganized
Church has dared to make a reply, much less accept the
guage of battle. They are not cowards by any means;
rather are they convinced that their position is untenable,
and cannot be defended on any platform where floats
the Stars and Stripes, that immortal emblem of liberty
and equality.

We are rejoicing in our new found liberty, and only
wish we had a hundred years wherein to tell the story
of the Angel's message as received in the Church of
Christ. .

Busily yours
Daniel MacGregor,
707 North 4th Ave., Sandpoint, Idaho.

—— e

THE QPINION OF AN ONLOOKER
Concerning the Late Genearl Conference of the Reorganization

Too bad!

The results conform to my 11]'((‘1})1(t“tt1()n of hlthlV
“Truth is crushed to the earth and error sits enthroned.
The President and Prophet must be followed implicity.

The traditional idea of what a Prophet is, makes this
inevitable.

The entire structure of the Reorganization hangs on
the theory of a Prophet, Seer, and Revelator from the
loins of Joseph Smith.

And his words must be received as from God's own
mouth ! :

And he is the Lord’s anointed. He can do no wrong?

An antiquated theory which has been placed in the
discard by thinking people the world over.
~The opposition is defeated—hopelessly defeated.

1t was probably the most ‘ageressive and formidable

internal conflict the Reorganized Church has ever had
or probably ever will ha\e
~ The Prophet is intrenched.
ever with the faithful.
inated his enemies,

The men who signed the Protest avowmg the Docu-
ment of the Premdent as tantamount. to-apostacy and
then accepted appointment at the hands of the President
will have little influence with either side from now on.
. Those who capitulated will be tractable. They must
play the Phophet's game from henceforth. No one
wuuld listen to them if they would rebel.

' Their programming with the Prophet admits his posi-
tlon

The opposition in this ﬁght was part 1ron and part
Lizw with the clay predominating. ‘ ;

He is stronger now than
He has either subdued or elim-

"W'ln :

Some men were tried in the balance and found wanting.

The discredited and demoted leaders of the opposition
will have no standing in the church. They are out; fer«
ever out. ‘

Ambitious, loyal fanatics all over the church are pre-
dicting all kinds of calamities on the heads of these dlS*
turbers of the peace.

The members of the Reorgamzatlon who hope to re-
verse the action of the Conference are thinking w1th@ut
their hosts.

“They are running counter with all human experlence

~Institutions which apostalize never retract.

Institutions-never reform.

There will be trouble for the Prophet, of course.
It will be some time in the future.

It will never be formidable again.

Some new converts may get their eyes open to the
disparity between claim and practice.

Some of the younger generation may come to feel
their spurs and challenge the Prophet’s right to dommate
in all things.

But the machine will crush and beat down all. OppOSl-
tion.

President Smith is a politician as well as a prophet~—aa
combination which is invincible. ‘

He is born to the purple. o

Granted lineage and infallibility and who can Wlth-
stand him? o

‘The Prophet will always win within his org%mzatlon

This is inevitable.

He has all the- fanaticism, superstition, prejudice, and
ignorance on his side.

Sycophants and ambitious men fawn on him and flat-
ter his vanity.

The superstitious
Prophet.

This simply means
permantently as a sect.
therefore stagnate.

There is no place in such an organiation for men w h@
think for themselves.

Had the Reorganiation remained true to the, Concept
of the men who dnacted its destiny from 1852 to 1860,
which affirmed the Ilght of private judgment and a
demo-theocratic form of church government, there might
have been some hope, and the Reorganization- might
have been the leaven ‘to leavén the “Wwhole lump and
umte ‘all the factions of Mormonism. (

3ut this hope has all gone glimmering now’

The Reorganized Church has capitulated,

It has admitted that Brigham Young was r:ght

Personally, I think the men who are involved in the
Reorganized conflict should fight or get out. It would
not be a bad idea to do both.

One should not. ﬁght unless he has the weapons to
fight with. He should have the courage of His convic-
tions. He should fight to win; not that winning means
victory. Winning in such a controversy means having
the power to continue the ﬁght for the right indefinitely.

If one fights and allows the Prophet to win it simpl;
strengthens him for pregent and future conflict, ,

If thie opposition can continue to fight and live, though
they may not aclneve control of the organization, th

would as soon defy .God as the
the cementation of the (hmch

It is not a Movement It must

]mmﬁg with the Church of Chrxst would be good
- Its Articles of F aith are more scrlptural than
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“Reorganization.  Its form of government is more demo-
‘cratie.

Best of all, the Reorganized Church has officially vali-
dated ‘its “¢laim to priesthood and as a branch of the
original church.

It has the power of church extension.

This will enable the group to extend missionary propa-
ganda, develop the'New Testament program, and there-
by duplicate the operation of the Church of Christ in
all ages and on both hemispheres.

And the Reorganized leaders who, a few years ago,
so fatuously and unreservedly asserted that the Church
of Christ was, in fact, a branch of the true church, that
it had a valid priesthood, that it possessed the power
of church extension, will never be able to successfully
attack this position even though they may contemptu-
ously refer to this body as Hedrickites.

I venture the opinion that the Prophet will never
permit his satellites to debate the proposition affirming
the validity of a First Presidency in the divine scheme
of things.

And President Smith's dream of Zion is a will-
wisp without the Temple Lot—Everett True

A

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sermon by Elder C. L., Wheaton, Sunday Morning july 19, 1925

o’ -the-

My subject, as announced last St mdzv' 18, “The Mis-
sion of the Church of Christ” In its broadest sense my
subject would apply  to the entire latter day work, but
this morning | have particular reference to the people
on the '1 ple Lot. My mind goes back this morning
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d have been in harmony with the
plan in the New ament and the Book of Mormon.
‘Fhat, amy brother me’ ters, is the mission of the
Church of Christ; our mission is to strive to establish
a condition where all who believe in the 'n}odé message
and wish to keep the commandments of God ¢ one.

1T wish to read a portion of a revelation z(’}CleCd by
Granville Hedrick i 1864, 1 do this for the purpose of
showing you that the Lord did manifest himself to this
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people, and pointed out to them their specific duty. 1
do not quote all of the revelation because there are
things that do not pertain to the subject i hand; but

on page 6, Vol. 1, of the “Truthteller;” vou . will find
this statement: “Neow @ say unto you, let all vour labers
in all your services as ministers in the things that I have
appointed unto you be done in the spirit of meekness
and condescendation before the Lord. I the Lord wil
make known your duty and preparation toward your

brethren wheresoever: you shall be required to labor be-
fore me in your duty and calling; thus saith the Lerd
Amen.”

This was given at a conference in Livingstone county,
IHlinois, composed’ of fifteen members, including four
dpostiea, who  there stated, “We, as apostles of the
church, bear witniess of the truth of this revelation given
by the power of the Holy Spirit whereunto we have set
our names.” Signed by ‘John E. Page David Judy,
Adna C. Haldeman and Jedidiah Owen. These men
were called to the apostolic office and labored therein
for many years. I wish to say in passing that David
Judy and Adna C. Haldeman, also Jedidiah Owens, were
elders of the old church who had received their ordina-
tions in the early thirties. David Judy was ordained
under the hands of Joseph Smith in 1831. Adna C.
Haldeman was ordained by Harvey Green in 1832, and
we might go on tracing back the ordination of others,
and we should find that these men not only remained
true to their calling, but they kept themselves free from
the errors that crept into the church in the later period
of Joseph Smith’s life time, and subsequently. These
early (*1(1(1\" m'u’ie a statement as follows, which you will
find on page 14 of the “Truthtzller.”—

“Tt i.s o Lwt that certain doctrines have
imposed upon the church of Jesus Christ (of Latter Day

which s the true cause of her prostrate con-
which are tollows: The doctrine of baptism

dead by proxy; the plurality of gods, and that
was once a man, like men re: also

mien come to be gods by a system of ex&ltatiun;
loe Ium of tithing, as given in section 107, July Sth
nd U the pre *LMHIH? ranslation of the
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our apostles, as nuttu before. miu‘ }ay

iy xi the revelation from which I have just.read,
which they were told, “1 the Lord will make E\smv n xom‘
duty in preparation towards your brethren wheresoever
vou shall be required to labor before me in vour duty and

The question x‘mww up as to who are our “brethren’”’
It may be thought t ;1;5 refers to only those who had at
time affiliated themselves with the ¢ rganization at Bloom-
ington, Ilinois; but this is niot the case. “On page 62 of
th“ “r rmhteile ¥ we find an aﬁ:iclc by Granville Hed-
rick, m}der the captm:} of, “Who. Are Members of the
Church?,” and this article is written in answer to state-
ments made by “The Saints’ Herald” at Plano, 1l Now
I do not read this for purpose of controversy, but be-

_cause it shows you the conception our people had at that

time.—
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“In the first number of the “I'ruthteller” no direct al-
lusion was made to any particular party, believing as we
then did, and now do, that every person, no matter with
what division they were identified, if they were a proper
subject for baptism at the time they were baptised, and
the ordinance of baptism was administered to them by
one who had acknowledged authority from Jesus Christ
to administer the law of his kingdom, all such persons
thus obeying the all important commandments of Jesus
Christ, enters this new and everlasting covenant; they
become new creatures; they are in Christ; they are born
again.”

A little further along, in the same article, we read:
“It was not required at the commencement of the rise
of the Church, of those who applied for membership,
that they should believe any particular person should be
the president of the church; they were only required to
confess Christ, obey the laws of adoption by which they
migrated from the kingdom of nature (of which they
were members) into the spiritual kingdom of Jesus
Christ. To be more explicit with regard to the several
subjects that are now agitating the minds of the readers
of the Herald (at Plano, 111.), and the “Truthteller,” our
belief is that as many of the members of the ‘New Organ-
ization’ as have obeyed the principles of adoption into
Christ, the law of adoption having been administered to
them by those who were in authority in Christ’s king-
dom, are our brethren according to the new and ever-
lasting covenant. [t is in view of these facts that we
are able to know why 1t is that honest members of every
division that has grown up in the Church of Christ are
blessed with the gifts promised in the gospel to those
who helieve.”

The statements | have just read show that those men
did not narrow their position down to where they recog-
nized only those who were athliated with them as their
“brethren,” but they believed that God's children were
scattered among all the divisions of this latter day work.
They felt the obligation resting upon them was to gather
God’s children together in one, for Christ has said, “Ex-
cept ve are one ve are not mime.” Now [ believe my
object in selecting the subject I have this morning is
becoming clearer. The purpose of the Church of Chrisc
i3 to draw together in one organization all who are
honest in heart, who will accept the everlasting gospel
as restored to the earth through Joseph Smith 1o these
last davs. | should like to consider next how this is to
be accomplished. [ read again from a revelation given
to Granville Hedrick 1in 18063, as found in the “Truth-
teller.”

“Hear oh ye people, and hearken to the counsel of
vour Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who are called by
my name, and keep my commandments, you who have
sought to know my will concerning my people, who have
professed my name and entered into the new and ever-
asting covenant to keep all the counsels and command-
ments of the true and living God. Hear, then, these
things which are revealed unto you by the power of his
Holy Spirit; prepare, oh ye people, yourselves in all
things, that you may be ready to gather together upon
the consecrated land which I have appointed and dedi-
cated by my servant Joseph Smith, and the first elders
of my church in Jackson county, state e Missouri, for
the gathering together of my saints that they might be
asembled in the day of my chastening hand, when your
Lord will pour out his wrath and indignation upon the

ungodly. And inasmuch as my church and people have
been driven and scattered, therefore take counsel of me,
your Lord and Director, who says unto you, prepate
vourselves and be ready against the appointed time,
which [ have set and prepared for you, that you may
return in the year A. D, 1867, at which time the Lord,
by your prayers and faithfulness in all things, will open
and prepare the way before vou, that you may begin to
gather.”

The civil war was going on.  The saints had been
driven from Missouri in "33 and '34. Up to 1867 none
who professed to be Latter Day Saints dared to come
to this land on account of the feeling against those who
were opposed to slavery, as the saints were. But in 63
the Lord had said that the way would be opened for
lius people to return in 1867, and we find that in March,
1867, they held their first council in Jackson county.

In section 63 of the Doctrine and Covenants the lord
gives us to understand there were only two ways in which
this land could be secured—by purchase, or by blood.
I by purchase, “vou are blessed;” if by blood, “lo, your
enemies are upon vouw.  So our people sold their pos-
sessions, their farms and their personal properties, pooled
their money, came here and purchased the land. That’s
how they came into possession of the Temple Lot. They
purchased it in 1869. Let me emphasize, they did not
obtain possession of this land through squatter’s rights,
they purchased it. The Lord had said, I will make
known vour duty.” This was one of the first things
made known to them to do.  After they had purchased
the land, they began to communicate with their “breth-
ren” n different parts of the country, with the purpose
of bringing them together in one. They continued their
etforts. In 1897 the leaders of this church called upon
the leaders of other factions of this latter day work with
the object of bringing about an agreement in the doct-
rine and teachings of the church. ({See Searchlight date
under the heading, “A Noteworthy Incident,” we find
this:

“1t was published elsewhere in this paper—the minutes
ot a council or conference held in the meeting house on
the Temple Lot. January 16th to 21st, 1897, This meet-
ing was the result of a correspondence begun almost a
vear ago, between the editors of the Saints Herald and
the Searchlight, looking towards an adjustment of the
difficulties existing between the two bodies of people.
Every agreement reached touching the faith was reduced
to writing and is published herewith. Neither party
present was equipped with any delegated powers from
their respective bodies, and the articles agreed upon
in no wise bind either the Reorganized Church nor the
Church of Christ, but simply reflect the view of the sev-
eral elders present in the council; nevertheless the fact
that some of the leading men of both churches were
present and participated in the agreements reached, at-
taches to the occasion considerable importance as in-
dicative of what may be accomplished in the future
through the medium of a friendly discussion of points at
issue. The fact that fourteen agreements were reached
shows there is a large common ground upon which a
perfect understanding exists between the churches and
renders less difficult, the task of reaching a harmonious
agreement upon all the differences, should such an ac-
tion be attempted in the future. The best of good feeling
prevailed, and not a single word of harshness was used,
and the entire meeting was marked with that earnestness
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and solemnity befitting the accasion. All present ap-
peared to part with increased feelings of respect for

each other as earnest men contending for what each be-
}if:\'cd and understood were prmmples of Christ. When
one considers the state of affairs that existed between
the two churches during the pendency of the Temple Lot
litigation, it is rcmaxkablc that such a meeting as the
one that has just transpired, could occur. Hu Church
of Christ, however, has always been willing to, and in-
deed has, lifted the Standard of Peace, as required in the
Book of Mormon, and even with victory won, and the
possession of the Temple Lot, secure, she extended the
hand of friendship to those of a similar faith and ex-
pressed her willingness to meet 1 peace, and as brethren,
those who lately so sorely beset her, and this C,unfcrc*ncc
was the result.  Such conduct is certamly commendab
and is indicative of the fact that men acting in this mag-
nanimous manner are surely possessed of the Spirtt of
Christ, and that the cause of Zion is safe in such hands
as theirs.”

Now we turn over a few more pages of history and
find that in 1900, there was another council called, and
under the caption of, “Another Council,” we read this:

“In response to an invitation six of the representative
men of the Reorganization met six elders of the Church
of Christ in a council which assembled on Tuesday,
March 6th, and continued until the Sunday following.
The Utah Church was invited the send some of its men
to participate in the meeting. but they declined to do so.
The object of the elders of the Church of Christ in issu-
ing the invitation was that a consideration of grave
matters relating to the werk of the redemption of Zion
might be had, and, if possible, agreements reached,
which, when repeorted to the conference of the several
bodies represented, might result in unity of action in
the work of building the temple at Independence, ctc.
Many questions  of 1mportance were considered, and
some referred for action to the conferences of the two
bodies represented. The meeting adjourned until after
the April conference.”  Our elders were imbued with
the though.  “If you keep my commandments and do
the things | require of vou [ will make know vour duty
toward vour brethren.”  So the work was unfolding.

This ¢hurch took a \ery definite stand in its early his-
tery, and has tred to keep 1ts position before the world
ever since. It has stood for an unqualified return to the
platform of 1829 and 30, both in organic structure and
doctrine. It has brought to light unimpeachable eyidence
of changes in the revelations, and in the reprint of the
original Evening and Morning Star. It has shown how
the government of the church was changed from a demo-
cratic to a monarchiale form of church government, and
how these departures from the original plan were given
sanction in alterations that were made in the revelations.
This caused division and scattering among God’s people
then, and much of the trouble in Mormonism today can
Be-traced to those changes. We call you back, back to
1830 ; back to the fountain head of truth, that you may
walk in the old paths as we have been singing this
morning. Brotl 101\ and sisters, until we do return to the
original pattern given in the New Testament and the
Book.of Mormon we can not expect to enjoy the fullness
of the blessings of God.

Let us not get the idea into our minds that all we
Inw to do-is to go to work and gather enough money to
build a structure here on the lcmplc Lot of stone and

mortar, and then expect to receive a great outpouring
of the Spirit upon us that will change us, as it were,
in the twinkling of an eye from a bad man to a good
one, or from a carnally minded man to one spiritually
minded. Before the temple cdn be huilt. there must
be a people prepared, a people so canscrated: to God
that they will strive to cast from their lives that which
15 selfish, evil, impure, or that which tends to place one
man upon a pedestal and another where he will be
looked down upon. 1 tell you the Spirit of God must
be among the people before they can accomplish the
building of the temple. It must be manifested among
us to the extent of breaking down all class distinctions.
The Lord has given us to understand that he will not
accept the house 1f we permit anything um\'urth\' to
come into it, and 11 we were to build a temple and Christ
did not come to it. and an endowment of God’s Spirit
was not given, great would be our disappointment, and
our work would be of no avail.  So let us take these
things into consideration when we think about building
the temple, that we do not.make a fmlmc as they (11(1
at Nauvoo. Let us strive to make ourselves what God
would have us, a pure pe upl« a people who have gath-

ered together through mun as 1s spoken of in the
S0th Psalm, “Those who ha\'c made a covenant with
me by sacrifice.” [ am going to say now that is going

to require more than thc sdu‘lhw of a few dollars and
cents. 1t 18 going to mean a sacrifice of some of our
ambitions, and 1t 1x going to require a sacrifice of some
ideas and traditions that we have held dear.  Truth must
take the place of error, and superstition must give way
for the Spirit of God. I believe with all my soul that
when the Lord spoke to the elders hack in 1864, tell mg
them that he would make known their duty in prepara-
tion for the brethren that he had in mind a place where
his people could gather, and unhampered by false doc-

trine and autocratic restrictions they could prepare
themselves to build the temple and receive the endow-
nent.

Going back in history, we find that the efforts of
this people toward bringing about a friendlier feeling did
not stop with what they did in 1897, or with what they

did in 1900, but in 1918 another council was held. This
yvear there took place what had never heen acomplished
before.  The general conference of each church gave

sanction to what the elders had agreed upon, acknowl-
edging that in the different factions there were those
who held the priesthood. Think of that wonderful step
forward, and think of what it means for the future of

the Lord’s work! It was further agreed to meét to-
gether from time to time for interchange of thought

regarding differences existing between the two organi
zations, that there might be greater unity of effort in the
prosecution of the work of the Lord. The work that
those elders did will go on and on until the purpose of
the Lord is auum 1shu1 in the earth—accomplishéd in
the hearts of al g(md men.

In conection with the thought of returning the the
“old path™ of 1829 and 1830, I wish toscall your atten-
tion to another matter. 1 do so in the interésts of truth,
and not to be arbitrary.  You will find in the Doctrine
and Covenants, section 83, paragraph 8, from a revela-
tl(m given in April, 1832, the following:

“And your minds in times past have been darkened
because of unbelief, and because you have treated livhtly
the things vou have received, which wvanity and unbelief
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hath brought the ‘whole church under condemnation.
And this condemnation resteth upon the children of
Zion, ‘even all: and they shall remain under this con-
demnation until they rtepent and remember the new
covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former
commandments which L have given them. not only to
say, but to do according to that which I have written,”
etc.

“What were the former commandnients?” (God had
given them to understand that in these last days he
was going to establish his church like as it was in the
days of his disciples, according to the pattern in the
New Testament, with twelve apostles at the head. Here
was one place where they treated lightly the former
commandments, and followed their own pleasure, plac-
ing a First Presidency in the church. The Lord told
the Church to return and remember the new covenant

and the former commandments, “not only to say, but
to do,”—*“that they might bring forth fruit for their

Tather’s kingdom, otherwise, there remaineth a scourge
and a judgment to be poured out upon the children of
Zion; for. shall the children of the kngdom pollute my
holy land? Verily T say unto you, Nay”

They did not go back and observe “the former com-
As a result punishment came upon them,
taken

mandments.”
and they were driven out of the land.
the position that this was persecuuon heaped upon them
because of their belief. Tt was permitted by
chastisement upon them because of their UNBELIEL,

Some have

God as

and today we are divided because of their failure to go
back to the “former commandments.” Many have fol-
lowed the precedents that they established, making it

hard for others to see the truth as 1t s in the word of

God.

Some will say, | have heard you people preach these

things for a long time. It is true. [ was only twelve

years old when I came into the church, and 1 heard our
talk these Others outside of the

seople things then.
peoy @

church did not pay much attention to these things
then, and T thought 1t was all just our idea. But as
time has gone on, bringing developments, the truth

have contended 1s being
to realize with fresh em-

of the things for which we
recognized, and we are made
phasis
to invite our brethren and sisters back to the gmpel pat-
tern revealed in the Book of Mormon and the “former
commandments.” We must throw out all that is foreign
to.the truth, and build upon the solid foundation of God’s
word as recorded for us in the holy God
wants us to get together. He wants us to get rid of the
things that have kept us apart, and go unitedly forward
to accomplish the work IHe has entrusted to us to per-
form.. In March, 1919, this came to us:

that our mission is to call attention to error and

scriptures.

“Verily, 1 say unto you, my children, who have taken
upon you the name of mine only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, 1 have watched over you and preserved vou for

a wise purpose in myself. As I have said unto you in
times past that 1 should make known unito you vour
duty towards your brethren; therefore, 1 am pleased
with the efforts that you have put forth and now make
known unto you that this is your work; to gather to-

gether in one all those of my sheep who are scattered
upon the face of the earth. Ye shall lay aside all con-

tention with your brethren of -the different branches of
my church, for in the day that I shall come to my temple
I will perfect them in theory and in doctrine, andin all
things pertaining to my church. Ye shall continue to
strive for a unity of my children, that ye may in this
way be better prepared to meet the world when you go
out among them to preach the fulness of my gospel
As [ have said m the past, so say | unto you now, that
yve shall be as little Joseph who was carried captive into
ve shall be
and bringing them to a unity of purpose and action
before me, for the time of building the temple and the

Egypt: the means of saving your brethren,

fulfilling of the
be accomplished speedily
to be humble and prayerful,
make

prophets is at hand, and the work must
Therefore. 1 command you

vour loins with
holy
and

gird up
arm in
world, for tribula-
the as the
world has never known. Yea, upon this land shall 1
pour out my wrath because of their pride and abomina-
tions, and their secret combinations, their whoredoms,
and murderings which are displeasing in my sight, for
verily, [ am the Lord, and wink not at the wickedness
of the children of men.”

will bare
the

nations of

righteousness, for | my
trials

earth,

your defense before

tions are upon the such

The Lord has plainly pointed out the place to which

his people shall gather—

“Verily the Lord, that the city
New Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of the
saints,
temple”  (Doc.

this 1s the word of

l)eo'inninor at this place,

& Cov. 83:2)

even the place of the

My brothers and sisters, if yvou desire to help in the
building of the temple, if vou desire to assist in the
building of the New Jerusalem. you will need to come’
to the place where the Lord savs the work is to center
God is not going to manifest himself time after time

upon tHe same issue. He is not going to repeatedly give
istruction where instruction has been given. He has
spoken to us. lis former
commandments. He has reserved a place where those
who believe in keeping to the law and to the testimony
can gather and do His work. He has revealed where
the place is. What else remains to be done but for his
creatures to understand and obey? I hope the influence
of the Spirit of God will be with his people, that they
may be gathered in one, and build a church that he will
be pleased to approve, that the kingdom of God ma}? ga
forth and the kingdom -of heaven may come; that all
which are Christ’s, both on earth and in heaven, may be
rathered in one. .

He has told us to remember




	S011000347_1504241105000
	S011000347_1504241105001
	S011000347_1504241105003
	S011000347_1504241106000
	S011000347_1504241106001
	S011000347_1504241106002
	S011000347_1504241109000
	S011000347_1504241109001
	S011000347_1504241109002

