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WHO MISUNDERSTANDS? 

lrt The Saints' Herald for August 12. 1925. the assist
ant editor takes a hand in the discussion of the 1919 
committee·s report. The senior editor, in his article in 
the Herald for July 1, 1925. as well as the assistant· 
editor in his subsequent article both assume th~! we 
misunderstand the status of the report of 1919. I hey, 
however. misunderstand in thinking \\'t' misunderstand. 
Let the reader refer to the cxcerpt in the June numher 
of the Advocate, and judge for himself. The pre,-;enta
tio11 uf the report is introduced \\·ith the statement. 
"The following repurt wa,-; duly recei\'ed by the Reur
uanized Church in ueneral conference at Larno111. lo\\'a, 
April 17. 1919.'' . .\fter gi\'ing the report n:rhatim .. Bro. 
Macgregor sums up the sense of the report. reducrng 1t 
to three points. 

Let the reader n·,·iew hi,.; J 1111e Advocate and he \\'ill 
,.;ee that this report of 191C) ·is n()t the only matter of 
histon· C(Jl1Cerning· the rclation~hip lwt11·e<'n thl0 two 
churd1es that is \Jresented. Ther(' are two othn arti
cks, olll' giYing the I ital conc]u,-;ion embodied in the 
agre('ment, the other pre,;enting an excerpt from a sketch 
of the history of the Church of l ·hrist 1nitten h1· th(' 
Herald edito;· in 1918. The reader ,, ill :-,('(' th;(t tht· 
idea 11·a,.; to gi\'(', hriefly. the gist of thl' hi~tory affrctin'-'. 
tht· relation lH't\H't'll the t11·0 churches. and th(' l<JlC) 
report had a place in ,;ucl1 a s1u1·cy a~ ~ho11 ing· t lH' 
attitude oi mind oi leading church official,; like i'rc,;i
dcnt F. :.\I. Smith and \\'alter \\·. Smith. the ,-;ignn:-< 
of the report. Besides the,;c. Bishop )k<'.uir('. :\lark fl. 
Siegfri('d and F. :.\I. :-;Jicehy \\ ere actln' t,,ctor,.;. 

The as,;istant editor of the Herald, in hi,; contrilmtion 
for August 12th. says. "The whole question of relation
ship was not under conceideratio11 by the Advocate." 
That is just where he misunderstand,.;. [T \\' 0\S. That 
is the reason we ,-;aid that the c't 0 nior ('ditor had not 
g·one far enough. · 11 e tJ\'erlooked the other two articles 
which make our purpose clear. \\'c credit the a,.;sistant 
editlfr with tn·i1w to he Joya] to hi,; chief. hut real]\' 
he has not h~lp~~l matters· any. The subject was i;1 
better shape where the ,-;enior editor left it. The assist
.mt editor, _in trying to go "far enough." has gone too 
far. He says: "\Ve note the writer thus admits the 
error of the formt'r Advocate ;:trticle,'' etc. Again he mis
understands vV e admitted nothing of the kind. There 
was no error in the ''former Advocate article.'' It stated 
the exact language of the conference millntes. saying 
the 1919 report 'was "received." \Ve suggest that the 
assistant editor read the June Advocate again. 

The assistant editor says that ,,·e "went not tu the 
1918 'working basis of harmony' to establish the system 
of interchange." \Ve mu.st again remind the as,.;istant 
editor that he misunderstands. \:Ve did go to the 1918 
"working basis of harmony.'' We contended that this 
whole question of the relationship between the two 
churches whieh comprehe11ds transfer of members, ad
ministering to the sick together, partaking of the sacra-

ment together. etc.,-all these things were legitimatized 
hy the articles of agreement which were adopted in 1918. 
::.;o question has e\·er been raised on this point, and the 
t\\'o editors who haYe essayed to take exception vYith us 
are simply indulging in technicalities and splitting hairs, 
eYading the real issue. 

The assistant editor asks why \\'e ''ignore the basic 
and sufficient document and quote from an unnecessary 
and i11 effect rejected committee report to e,.;tablish '' our 
point. \\'e did nut. That is ju,;t another instance of 
\\ here the a,.;sistant editor mi,.;understands. \.\' e empha
sized that the articles of agreement adopted in 1918 
arc the basic thing: that the report of 1919 was not 
essential; that the course it ;-;uggestcd \\·as the only 
ccurse that could he taken: the onh course that \\'<Hild 
he taken had the report of 1919 ne{·cr lwc11 written. 

The assistant editor asks. "\\'hen' is his eyidcnce that 
in the eight years \\·hich ha\·e pas,-ed ,.;ince the 'work
ing ha,;i,; ,,f harmony' wa,.; adopted there has heen a 
:-;ingk intnchangc ?" \\'hy ,;uch a heroic challenge when 
\\T ckarh· indicated in onr f nh· editorial that the stream 
has het'll 't'lO\ving to the Clrn;.ch.of Chri,-;t, and not from it? 
Tht' a,;,.;istant editor remark,-; that "interchange means 
an act oi mutual changing·: an act of changing each for 
tl1c other or one ior another.'' It \\·onld appear that 
tht' as,;i,-;tant l'ditor·" con,-;truction i,.; a sort ()f s\1·apping, 
"r trading· pr"c(·s,;. \\'(' rn·\·er h('ard th(' idea adyanced 
lH'f,Jr<'. and ,u.· rlo not feel called upon tu defend our
,;ch-e,; for not exchanging member,.; \\'hen 110 ,.;uch lan
guag(' as "interchanging" i,.; lbed in th(' documents of 
] 1)]<). or of Ji)J8. ( )ur action ha,; been g·uyerned by the 
principle~ acktw\,·ledged hy g-eneral cuniercnce. not by 
pri,·att' intnprctatiun. 

The assistant editor can not :-,('e that partaking of the 
sacrament together, administering to the ,;ick together, 
de .. can ha,·e any "hearing·'' on "the transfer of mem
her,;hip from one church to the other." Furthermore, 
lw can not S('C that article,; 7 and 24 of the 
liasi,; of agreement" hal'<' any hearing on the question, 
either. \\' ell. if he can nut se.: that when the vital 
in thi,.; whole matter, that of authoritY. was 
as was done hy the arlo,ption of the articLes of 
including articles 7 and 24. and was 
editorial ln- Elbert A. Smith. the most of 
our reacle1:s la,.;t month; if it is not clear 
of the sacrament together. administering to the 
together. etc .. are a recognition of mutuai authority that 
opens the way for transfer of members from one church 
to the other: if the assistar/ editor can not see the 
i1 these a,-;sociatcd facts. then there is no use of our 
using space and wearying the reader trying to show him. 

Several paragraphs are devoted to,-shall we criti-
cism ?-of our receiving members who disagree the 
administrative policies and general conference action 
of the Reorganization. If a similar condition of unrest 
and dissatisfaction existed in the Church of and 
members should wish to transfer their to 
the Reorganization, and apply to the officials the 
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Church of Christ for "letters of recommendation," we 
are asked, "\Vould the letters be forthcoming? If they 
were, where would they draw the line as to who were 
entitled to credentials of this nature?" 'vVe answer that 
if existing conditions were reversed, and exactly the 
same process of transformation or change should take 
place in the Church of Christ that has taken place in 
the Reorganization-but what is the use of asking such 
a question? There is hut one answer. If I were you I 
would act just as you do, of course. 

But getting away from the imaginary to the real, 
neither the document of 1918 or of 1919 required that 
either church secure ''letters of recommendation" from 
the officials of the other church. That is simply con
struction. and verv recent construction, too. l\T ost cer
tainly the Church ·of Christ never agreed to do any such 
thing. neither has any suggestion that we ought to pro
ceed in that \Yav ever been hinted to us until of late. 
The matter for i;ffe,.;tigation when a member of the Re
organization applies for fello,,·ship with us is not as to 
,.vhether his baptism or ordination to the priesthood 
was valid; the mutual recognition of ,tuthority in each 
church liy each church. settled that question, as Elbert 
i\. Smith ,;tated in his editorial from \\·hich ,,·e gave 
our reader,.; an excerpt last month. \\'hat we desire to 
know is nut ho,\· the member stands on questions at 
i,;sue in the 1,eurganization. but is he a consistent 
Christian; has he inH'.stigated the position of the Church 
of Christ, and doe,; he make application from conyiction. 
Surely, if credentials \\·ere required, it would nut he dif
ficult to dra"; the line between moral worth and mental 
attitude toward administratin' policic:-. 

Ii the editors of the Herald are afraid per,.;ons can 
slide into th(' Church of Christ just to get away from the 
Reoq.(·anization. they need not worry. \\'e \Yant 11<\ 
one who dues not helin·e in the position of the Church of 
Christ. and ,n· try tu a,;certain that n·ery one applying 
understands ,,·h;tt he is doing·. \\'e stand for the prin
ciples and ideals of 1829 and 1830. and we only a,;k 
that applicants u1Hlcr:s(and and he con,·erted to these 
things as we are. 

Th(' assistant editor sa\·s: "( )ur brothers of the 
Church of Christ helie,·e that the same status existed 
between the clmrrhe,; after the General c·onference of 
1919, as had existed before; and a;; would have existed 
had the report of the joint committee been adopted hy 
the body. To this we do not accede." \Vell. snppose 
the assi,;tant editor does not "accede,'' he will have to 
admit that no official t1otice of any change of statns has 
been made in the six ,·ears that have intervened. He 
'\vill also have to admrt that the articles of agreement 
tliat were adopted in 1918 have not be~n revoked or 
repudiated by any general conference since. 

We can easily understand how the assistant editor 
could feel so good natured if he were called a "Josephite 
brother." The late President Joseph Smith was a good 
and a grand man. No one will deny that. So was 
Moses. and so was Paul. but we read: ''For if a church 
be called in Moses' name, then it be Moses' church; or 
it he called in the name of a man, then it be the church 
of a man; hut if it he called in mv name, then it is mv 
church, if it so he that they are built upcm my gospel."_:_ 
3 Nephi 12 :20. 

The assistant editor is quite technical ahout the name 
of the church, and we do not object to that. His church 
is called after Jesus Christ, (and some more besides). 

\Vell, we are not far out of the way, according to the 
Book of Mormon. "And now, because of the covenant 
\Yhich ye have made, ye shall be called the children of 
Christ,--There is no other name given, whereby sal
vation cometh ; therefore, I would that ye should take 
upon you the name of Christ, all you that have entered 
into the covenant with God, that ye should be obedient 
unto the encl of your lives. And it shall come to pass 
that whosoever doeth this, shall be found at the right 
hand of God, for he shall knovv the name by which he 
is called; for he shall be called by the name of Christ." 
-l\Josiah 3:8, 11, 12. 

WAKE UP! YE EDITOR! 
I have ju,.;t been reading the article of Brother Lam

bert',.; covering the matter of the "\\'orking Agreement 
of 1-1 arm on v." 

Really w~: expected better things from the leaders of 
the Reorganization. lt was anything but an article 
looking tu an Agreement of _Harmony. 1 t seemed to 
han· for it,; purpose the throwing of doubt,; and sus
picion on an Agreement enacted only after 58 years of 
repeated efforts. 

l )ues the Brother want the Reorganization to repudi
ate the work of the leading men of their Church? Does 
he \\·u1t to call in question a legislated .\ct of the Re
organization, an act that amounts to a Treaty of Peace? 
ls it tu him only a "scrap of paper?" 

\\'hat is th.e matter? I;; the First Presidency plotting 
the cancellation of an .\greement entered into in good 
faith hv the Church of Christ as well of the Reorganiza
tion° ·.\nd i,; the pre,.;ent course of the Herald 'editors 
part of a ti l ibustcri ng campaign designed to break down 
confidence in the \\'orking A.greement, thns creating an 
anti-,;entimrnt that will ultimate in a nullification? 

The brother takes the position that the Agreement of 
\Y or king Harmony as adopted in 1918 did not savor of 
anything looking to:)ward a "basis of union." a mutual 
transfer of membership. or an association of labors on 
the part of the missionaric,.; of the Reorganized Church 
and the Church of Christ. 

That the brother ma\· :see that the Agreement carried 
that \·cry spirit. we shail take the libert}: of quoting from 
it. and the reader will form his own conclusions. 

"( )ne of these groups of old time saints, whicl_1 was 
striving to honor the law revealed in the restoratlOlil, of 
the (;uspel, was located in \Voodford County, Ill. As 
earlv as 1856 these \Voodford County Saints sought to 
unite their efforts with those forming- the Reorganiza
tion. Elders Granville Hedrick and Jedediah Owen, 
who had been Elders in the old Church. were sent to 
represent them, and were accepted and given the right 
hand of fellowship hy the Conference of the brethren of 
the Reorganization. No definite union. however, was 
formed. ~nd the \V oodford County Saints continued 
their work alone gathering to themselves other Elders 
who had received their ordination from the Church. be
fore the death of Jospeh Snfith, among them Zehulun 
Adams. David Judy. John E. Page, and Aclna C. Halde
man. 

Ahout 1867 these with others removed to Independ
ence. Mo .. and organized. or rather continued the Branch 
organized by these brethren in Woodford County, Ill. 
Elder Granville Hedrick was the presiding Elder until 
his death. Subsequently the Branch has been presided 
over hy Elders who received their authority through 
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ordination from these older Elders and their ,;uccessors; 
and have alwavs maintained au honorable name and 
place among n;en, and have held their priesthood in 
righteousne,;s before God." 

At various times since 1856 efforts have been made by 
the Eldership of the Church of Christ and of the Re
organized Chnrch of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
to form a working basis of harmony between them." 

On I >ecembcr 30, l 917, a joint Committee. composed 
of Elders (;eorge J ). Cole, Clarence L. \Vheaton and 
James M. Hartley of the Church of Christ, and Francis 
M. Sheehy, Walter\\". Smith and Mark II. Seigfried of 
the Reorganized Church met. The former Articles of 
Agreement \\"(TC adopted with slight alterations and 
amendments. The whole ground of differences was re
vin\·ed in a spirit of candor and hrotlwrly solicitude 
for the ,velfarc and progress of Zion. 

\Ve most respectful!.\· submit the iollu\ving· :\rticlcs 
of :\gn:ement adopted by the Joint Commit tee and 
recommend that they he adopted as the working Basis 
of ff annony lwt \\·cen the two organization:-,. 

Agreements of Working Harmony 
'' l. . \greed. that ,, e helin·e in the restoration of the 

go;,;pel and tlw a11geb message tlirou(J1 Joseph the Seer. 
"2. :\greed. that so far as th<, iundamcntal principles 

uf the Cospel of Chri;;t arc concerned, both urganiza
t ions lwlin-c the same as per copic,.; of the cpitorne at
tached. 

"3. :\g-rced, that the Book of :\Iurmon i,; a divine 
record, a;1d the redcmptiun of Zion must he by purchase. 

"7. :\greed. that we heline that there arc individuals 
in the different faction,; ,d]() hold the priesthood. 

"K. .\greed. that where there arc six or more regular
ly baptized 1m·mbers. any ,me "[ ,d1ich is an elder, there 
the Church exist,;. 

"10. ~\greed, that whcren'r a branch exists the power 
of Church extension exists abo to it:,: fullest extent when 
acting in harrnon . ..- with la,v. 

"11. Agreed. that any man hulding the prie,;tlwud, 
and possessi.ng the pruper qualificati()ns, may be chosen 
hy the Church. by acting in accordance with the law to 
act in any ,;pecitic positiun. 

''13. :\greed. that in the op1n1011 oi this Council, m 
order tu accumplish the work of the T ,ord committed to 
Ji i:-; peopk, it is nec\·s;;ar:,: for them to 1111ik in unc lJr
ganization. in harmony with the la,v of God. 

"24. Agreed. th11.t ,d1erea,; the Chnrch of Christ, and 
the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints consist of member,.; who have heen baptized 
men holding authority, conferred ordination under 
the hand,; of the sernmts of God. called fluring the 
ministry of Joseph Smith, who have remained true to 
the original faith of the church. organized April 6, 1830, 
and whereas both organizations stand for and maintain 
the same fundamental doctrine and practice, and have 
the same purpose and ideal in their church goycrnment 
and work; therefore. he it mutually agreed. that each 
recognize the standing of the other as representing 
Christ the Ma,;ter: and, the priesthood of each a,; legally 
constituted, and the administration of each as equally 
hinding before God when done in accordance ,,._·ith law. 

"Resolved that these articles of agreement be sub
mitted to the General Conferences of hoth organizations, 
vvhich are to be held April 6, 1918, at Independence, 
Missouri, for approval as the working basis of harmony 
het\vcen the Church of Christ and the Reorganized 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 
Frederick M. Smith, Chairman. 

\¥alter \V. Smith, Secretary. 
For the Committee." 

''The report was adopted with but one dissenting vote." 
(;rneral Conference lvlinutes, pages 2608-2611. 
From the above we note the following facts: 
1. That the Church of Christ has descended from a 

group of old time saints "striving to honor the law." 
2. That as early as 1856, the Church of Christ ex

tended the hand n( brotherly friendship, trying to effect 
a union with the Reorganized Church. 

3. That the Reorganized Church gave the right hand 
of fellowship to Elders 11 edrick and ( lwen, reprcsenta
tin·s of the Church of Christ. 

4. That the ( ·imrch uf Christ ha:,: "always maintained 
an honorable 'name and place.'' 

;;_ That the personnel appointed hy the Reorganiza
tion on the many Committ<'cs of working Agreement 
were the leading men of their Church such as Brethren 
Joseph Smith. \\·. W. Blair, Bishop Rogers, Patriarch 
.\. I I. Smith. and manv others. 

6. That the ( ·hurcl; of Christ has "always held their 
pric,;thood in rightcon,;ness." 

7. That the Church of Christ ,;tancb by the angel's 
!ll('s,.agT and the restoration as effected through Joseph 
Smith. 

K. That th(' ( ·1rnrch of Christ lielin·es in the Hook of 
".\lorrnon as a di\·inc record. 

()_ That the I,corganizcd Church admits that where 
there arc six mcrnlwrs. one of them an Elder, "there the 
( ·1iurch ('Xists.·· 

10. That the !,corganized Church concedes to the 
·1iurch of ( 'hrist the power of Church extension "to the 

fullest cxt('nt \\·hen acting in harmony with law." 
11. The Reorganized Church recognizes the right of 

any man in the Church of Christ. holding the priesthood 
and p(),;,;('ssing· the proper qualifications. to be chosen 
liy the Church to act in any specific position. 

12. The 1,eorganized Church belicYcs that in order 
to accomplish the work of the Lord. it is necessary to 
nnik with the Church of Chri,;t in om· organization. 

13. The Ru,rganized Church declared that the mem
bers of the Church of Christ were baptized men hold
ing authority. rec<'in·d during· the mi11i,;tr:· of Joseph 
the ::-;<'er, and that the\· ha\-(' r\'mained "true to the 
original faith organized April 6. 1830.'' 

14. The Reorganized Ch.urch declan·d that the Church 
of Chri:-;t Christ, the Master. 

15. The Church declared that the ,Priest-
hood of the Church of Christ was "legally constituted" 
and their administration "binding before God." 

T n Yiew of this splendid record and declaration that 
the Church of Christ is lawfully organized, authorita
t inly officered. scripturally indoctrinated, honorable in 
the eyes of the people, righteous in their priesthood con
duct. poss('ssing all necessary power to complete Church 
extension. sound in ''fundamental doctrine and practice" 
and their priesthood adrnini,;tration "is hinding before 
( ;od,'' who in the name of consistenc\· can object to 
transferring their membership to such a· church, i.;articu
larh· when the Church of which one was a former mem
ber· has gone on the rocks of apostacy in "denying the 
Lord ,vho bought them," and arc putting their trust in 
man? Is there not everything in the Church of Christ, 
as ,;tated in the \-Vorking Agreement, calculated to in-



Page 4 ZION'S ADVOCATE 

Zion's Advocate 
i"'smed on the 15th of each month in the interests of the 

Church of Christ 
at Independence, Missouri 

Address all communications to 

Zion~s Advocate 
Temple Lot Independence, Missouri 

Published under the direction of the Board of Publication, 
Offices on Temple Lot, at Independence, Missouri 

EDITORS 
Daniel Macgregor .................................................. independence, ),[o. 
Thomas J. Sheldon ............. .141& \N. \\alma, lndcpcndcncc, ),! o. 
Clarence L. \Vhcaton , ...... .1225 S. De la ware, ln<lcpcndencc, }! o. 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Alma 0. Frisby, Route 1, Box 218, lndcpcnclc1tce, }lissouri 

Suhscripl ion is $1.00 

a transfer of 
\Tar later 

thi· 

of 
for them to unite m 
the law of God?" 

in linited States anr! $1.25 in 
countries 

The snbsequent re
the natural un

pro-

can it 
in some form or 

it that is making all this noise 
this "received" report? Certainly not the of 
Christ. It must be that the. other fellow is feeling sore 
over something. Can it be that the mutual transfer of 
membership is not. working both ways as much as they 
expected? 

The brother states that he knows of none whose name 

has been taken from the Reorganized records in order 
to be enrolled with the Church of Christ. Probably 
they are retaining them for some reason or other. And 
again it may be that the Recorder, understanding his 
business as well as any, feels that it is not necessary to 
erase the names from their records, of those who are 
joining the Church of Christ, since the Reorganized 
Church has endorsed that Church up to the hilt as the 
simon pure expression of the true Church. But of one 
thing we can assure. the editor, and that is, that immedi
ately the Reorganized Church pass~d that abominable 
doctrine that set up a system of Anti-Christ in their 
micbt, placing on man the prerogatives of Jesus Christ, 
that of Supreme Control, we lost no time in pushing our 
,v,n- to the General Church Recorder, and asked that 
ou; membership might immediately be placed over with 
the Church of Christ. And that is where I still stand . 
. \s {or the :Reorganized Church, in the days of my con
nection with it 1 ha, e many fond recollections, many 
friend,;, hut ,dien it came to that bare, bald desert of a 
missil!ncn, future where Christ could not be taken, and 
npun wh;rn 1 conld not lc:an fi,r thc:re was 
(inc d(:cision make. c\ncl [ haxe rejoiced cyery hour· 
since that I made that decision. 

Uur hrother·s pruxy fur calling us "lledrick-
itcs" would h:n (' u,mc grace if the editor 

such childish ·ways \\'()Uld h;ne uffered it him-
1 t 

on a 
former 

,vas at hand for 
act," but it was not even 
ignored. such an 

short space of seven years.-

it is that for several years members of the 
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orrranization have gone over to the Church of Christ, 
wirking an<l fellowshiping with them with the advic@ 
and counsel of high church autµorities, and this pro
cedure was not called in question as being unprovided 
for in the "agreements of working harmony," but now, 
since the conference of 1925, when others for the sake of 
conscience have taken membership an<l fellowship with 
the Church of Christ, they immediately become objects 
of suspicion, criticism and ostracism? Why was an 
act that was .commendable from 1918 to 1924, condemned 
in 1925, without repeal of "Agreements of Working 
Harmony."-Why? 

Why is it that our brethren of the Reorganization 
were so greatly interested in bringing about these arti
cles of "agreements of working harmony," and also in 
working v,:ith the Church of Christ for these several 
years past, and now have not only so suddenly lost 
interest in their "brethren," hut severely condemn others 
who prefer to recognize the spirit of the agreement 
entered into and adopted by the conferences of both 
churches, and who ha\-e removed their membership to 
the Temple Lot people? \Vhat docs this mean? 

'vVhv is it that since 1918, fellowship and goodwill 
sceme~i manifested toward the Church of Christ bv minis
ters of the Reorganization, but now some of the~e same 
men have changed their attitude toward their Temple 
Lot "brethren?'' l!ave the Church of Christ 1wnple sud
denly turned bad? 

\(lff is it that after men have served for manv vears 
in the· ministry in the interests "i the Reorganiz;~tion. 
placing their li"ves, their all, 011 the altar of devotiun and 
sacrifice. and now, because of i1111ovat ions introduced. 
thev feel justified in transferring thvir membership to 
the· Church of Christ in harmony with the spirit of 
"agreements 
upon with 

are !(,oken 
transfer mcm-

now as others ha vc d, ,rn· 111 the pa:-t. a r,· 
., How is this? 

lliJt aware that 
-who can not 
the faith of 

ii the 
(,f "agreements 1 

arc 
tn wards those 

still desire to \n>rk for unity, see some uf 
their brethren who can nut 

introduced, and who 
agreement-whv is it do not 

rigl;t, brethren; s:>rry yon can not go further 
us, but if not, we hope you may he better satisfied and 
accomplish good elsevvhere." \Vonld this not be more in 
keeping with the agreement? 

vVhy should the Church of Christ people be censured 
the Reorganization for what its own members and 

are saying and doing in opposition to the new 
program, exen if some of the 1>pposition was nttered 
on the Temple Lot? 

Why is it that if the following paragraph, taken from 
an editorial published immediately after the conference 
of 1918, was good reasoning and true then. it is not 
equally good and true in 1925? 

"Though arguments might be advanced on both sides 
of the question, as is usually the case, thi,, assembly 
conceded that our Church of Christ brethren had estab
lished their claim so far as tl~ey 11.1aY be involHd in ~"' ;, ,.,, 

tracing baptism and priesthood back to ~alid original 
sources. As an organization they have held to the funda
mental doctrines of the church and have been guilty of 
no moral lapse. In fact, in the· face of adroit efforts to 
bribe and seduce from their trust they have kept them
selves clear from evil forces and designing men. Hence, 
no charge of apostasy from the original faith could be 
supported, were there any among us inclined at this 
time to make such a charge.''-From an editorial by 
Elbert A. Smith in Herald for April 24, 1918, Vol. 65, 
No. 17. (Emphasis mine. H. E. M.) 

Could the Church of Christ people have ~aid more for 
themselves then, or now? 

H. E. Moler. 

EXPERIENCE 
"He saw (;od stand upon the weaker side, that sank i11 seeming 
loss before its foes.''-Lowell 

As fruit acid stains the blade, so the harrowing expe
riences of the recent general conference left their im
press upon memory's tablet::;. Hours and hours of medi-' 
tation and study followed the series of nightmares until 
decision set as firm as adamant. Investigation stimu
lated by feelings that plumbed the depths and heights 
of human emotions probed and sifted until artificial 
faith ,;hattned by hitter experiences was rehnilt on the 
icundatio11 laid "for your faith in His excellent word." 

Rettirning home ifter the general conference 1 was 
1111dn the nece,;sity of facing disagre('.ahle local prnb
lnns_ }.! ()re experi\'nccs followed. added to previous 
ex already hitter with the realization that jns
tic\' \\:ts iaili11g where men are chaffering fur place and 
d(',;p1,tic right,;_ lt wa,; clear tll he seen that at home, as 
in other plac\':i the church had 

it:self into "ur local 
ter known tu tlw authoritie~ than 

incl 110 duulit the rca,;<,n. that 
i1; (,i ~uprnn(' l)irectional C,rntrol and 

tlwre · 1 ,ut \Ii the uriginal idea of 

( 

,.;urcd me uf what the uutcume 
tlic (irgan and intrenchcd force,; oi the 
hut brethren of the \,-ith 

""Ille t imc. l(luk('d to me to do 
up for Tu lH' true to 
;teL 

pated aw ,th('r 
the 

l 
( 'hurch of Chri,;t on 
in full fellowship with these 
011 Julv 10th recei1-ed a certificate of 
oriiing- me to act as missionar,·_ .-\fter 
matte;. of appointment for a ·short 
cided to activeh- the Church 

\\'ith my lllt:mbership established [ 
challenge of the foe and entered into_ the arena of 
to await the signal of thumbs or the 
official career in the Reorganized Church. 

The local contest centered a Court 
a Bishop's Court. J , is not 
une \, faith to observe the stretching- of 
£1 om 1830 to 1925. with respect t-0 
the judicial procedure, the prnphet ~,,,.,,,, .... ~ 
bi:-d1,op, ordains hi,m, and J:1(111,. if 
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An appeal to the common judge of Israel for a Bishop's 
Cotfrt is accompanied with the rude awakening that the 
fresidency appoints this Court. The !'residency also 
receives the decision of the court and supervises the 
reading of this decision, choosing the time and place 
that will of course best serve their ends. The appeal 
from the Bishop's Court must of course then be made 
to the B igh Council, but the 1'resi€lency decides if the 
appeal can be taken to the High Council. Then, when 
finally tlw hearing does take place, the Presidency 
makes the decision. Moreover, in harmony with Section 
9ll (D. aud C.), and the recent general conference reso
h:tion, the ,Presidency largely controls the selection 
,>,- the members of the High Council. l do not feel the 
least bit surprised about John's expression when he 
.saw the deYelopment of a certain power. "I wondered 
with great admiration." Boiled do,,·11 into a few words 
,,·c ha Ye !'resident. President, I'!{ ESl l >ENT, l'-H.-E-S
Jcl>-E-N-T. l'-H.--E--S-1-l>-E--N T! Criticism 
against the idea of the president functionmg judicially 
as \\"ell a,-; in an administrative capacity on the same 
matter i,-; answered \Yith the nai,·e remark, that uf course 
whate\·er is do11e i,; presumed to lw beneficent. Judge 
l<aul,-;ton ui the famous monke,· case said: 

"1 n the ,ery nature o( thiugs there can ht· 110 

,-,nch combination as a dishone,-;t indi,·idual and an 
honest judge in the same personality." 

Paraphrasing the aho,e we would say that there could 
he no such combination a;; a biased administratin· officer 
and an unbiased judge in the same personality, or the 
n·,Trse. Even ordinary common ,;e11se would provide 
more interstellar distance between these official stars so 
that their mo,·t·ment:-; in their orbits would he without 
collisions, or collusion;;, either. 

Judging by certain rulings prn·iuu,; to as well as dur
ing the local trial. the worst was expected. but hope of 
course reig11,-; eternal within the human breast. Bnt, 
oh, ho,,· ,mr rngged pioneers would han· blu,-;hed to 
behold this lewd dame in the form of the decision when 
she made her appearance. stripped of all fairness and 
j11 stice ! I ,ocal brethren who had labored to maintain 
order and unity were left paralyzed on heholding this 
unexpected spectre of autocracy. The hungry maw of 
S .. I) ( ·. clamored for another ,·ictim. and in this in
stance a ,;acrifice was prepared through thi;; channel., 
'Yonr hnrnble ser\'ant, the writer. thrn\·-·-110, 11ot his 
actnal self--his vacated official garment,-; to the lions. 
Yes. I have been silenced by the Reorganized Church, 
hnt count it all joy to have been permitted to go through 
the gruelling ordeal of experiences. and to now enjoy the 
privilege unfettered of representing Chri,-;t as an elder. 

.Now I must speak or the very rocks about me will 
declare their protests. ( )smond Tiffany, writing about 
.l\1 elancthon, said: 

"l--1 is perpetual anxiety to soothe hi;; enemies and 
soften the bigotry of the hierarchy, frequently se
duced him into unworthy compromises. \\'hich low
ered his own cause with out obtaining either ad
vantage or respect from his adversaries. It is not 
thu,-; that the ferocity of intolerance can be disarmed. 
The lust of religious domination can not he satis
fied hy soothing words or appeased by any exer
cise of religious charity. It is too hlind to imagine 
any motive for the moderation of an enemy except 
the c011sciousness of weakness. It is too greedy to 
accept any partial concession. except as a pledge of 

still further humiliation, to end in absolute sub
mission. It can be successfully opposed only by the 
,-;amc unbending resolution which itself displays, 
tempered by a calmer judgment, and animated by a 
more righteous pnrpo,-;e." The 1Patriarchs and 
Prophets. I'. 587. 

The Spirit of my ministry rests upon me with every 
a,-;surance that God will he with me. Intelligence has 
freed me from the superstitious reverence and awe for 
the mere mechanics of authority which ha. held many 
all their life long in bondage. It is slayery to how in 
sen-ilitv tu a fetich of authoritv for fear that wrath or 
jndgm<~nt ·will f<Jllow in the wak·e of honorable protest or 
jnstifiahle withdrawal. i\lany of Ephraim are truly 
jnincd to their idob, hut this member of the tribe of 

·1 >a11 has become an iconclast. 
The Spirit of the living c;od \\·ann,-; my bosom and 

bids me mo,-e forward i11 courage as I am about to con~ 
sign the papal hull of excommunication to the flames of a 
righteous zeal. 

l ban· been repeatedly urged by many well meaning 
hrethren to a wait further developments-to wait another 
\·ear~-and still manv of mv brethren admit the exist
;·ncc of \\'rungs. B11t one thing remained to he deter
mined by me-are the policies right or wrong? If 
wrong, no compromise could adjust. lf right, no half 
wav or lukewarm efforts could compensate. Bitter ex
pe1:iences of the last four years have J>roven the policies 
to he \\ rung. They are ,nong today. They will be just 
as wro11g tomorro,Y, and a year from now. I )elay only 
accustoms us to e, ils. Delay is the father to compro
rni,-e 111 thi,-; cas<'. Today is therefore the day of salva
tion. 

The iolluwi11g song· t·xpn',-;se,-; 111y ,-;e11time11t,-; h<:tt('r 
t lia11 anything els(' 1 could prepare for the purpose: 

TIIE C\LL OF GOJ> (Tune, Hymnal, 123) 
I lark. hear the call of God todav, 
lli:-- \Vord must ,·indicate His ·way. 
Th<" tires of faith are almo,-;t dead, 
.\11(1 martyrs for the cause haYe bled 
.\nd mart,-rs for the cause haYe bled. 

,\ wake and hear tht' clarion call, 
The time has come to do or fall, 
Today but silken cords entwine-· 
Tomorrow, hellish chains cunJ-irn·, 
Tomorrow, hellish chains confine. 

8eneath the tlo\,·er,-; oft' ,-;erpents hiss. 
i\l ark well the course that leads to bli,-;"· 
See fires enkindled-,-;p.arks fly high, 
And feelings stirred that ,-;0011 will die, 
:\nd feelings stirred that ,-;,)011 \\'ill die, 

But high abon· the heights of men, 
The way of (;od will heckon when
Al 1 else, in ruin falls, decays; 
And mocking shrines their craft betrays 
And mocking shrines their craft betrays. 

The old, "Old Path,'' is still ·with men, 
F)iscerned through Spirit's keenest ken. 
l t yields the fruit,-; of righteousness, 
\Vhen souls are free through love's caress, 
\Vhen souls are free through love's caress. 

Frank F. Wipper, 412 \V. Main St., Lansing, Mich. 

l 
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,President F. lVI. Smith, 
lndependence, :\to, 
Dear Brother: 

Providence, R. l. 
May 3, 1925. 

I am writing to ask that my name be stricken from 
your Church records. l request that the charge shall 
he "A persistent request to withdraw from the Church." 
]'his decision is reached after much care in studv and in 
prayer, and is final. " 

· Under your leadership of today, J do not find the 
Church ur the teachings of forty years ago and l believe 
the <.Jrnrch is in a state of apostacy. The trnths which 
l learned as a child are no longer taught and the modern 
ideas are so in conflict with the Vv onl of Cod, as 1 under
stand it, that l cannot continue in mv Church work. l 
prd<:r to he outside where I can exerc'ise the true liberty 
of conscience and uf speech, unhampered by any Con
ference H.esolutiuns passed by a controlled delegation, 
and free from the fear of ··effective discipline" from a 
ka<kr who has swept all aside that he might win. But 
to me this seeming Yictor_,. ( in remm·ing the Bishopric 
and two of the Tweh·e and the accompanying legislation 
iududing the purported ren·lation) hut ,vrites upon the 
walls of historv. defeat and iailure. and I am ,;ure that 
( ;ud ( ne long) \vill call another in your ,;tead. 

I do not doubt your goud intentions hut I sincerely 
believe yuu han· allo\\·ed your o\\·n ideas and upinion;s 
to shut out the light of the Holy Spirit in regard tu 
lllally prohlems which haH' arisen. 

1\lay I han· speedy action on my reqne,;t. 
Re,;pectfully. 

J. I). Suttell. 
--•---

WHO OBJECTS TO ALL OF GOD'S LIGHT? 
The plan of ( ;od for the sah·ation oi men is not con

fined to a favored fe\\·. It is the intent of Cud that all 
mankind may he made free from that \Yhich \\·ould make 
them unh,lJl°iJY and hinder them from bn:uming joint 
heirs with Jesus Chri,;t. lu order tu attain to this happy 
condition man must not only become acquainted ,,·ith the 
principles of justice. right and truth. but 11(' llltht be in 
full accord with these principles. and they must become 
a part of his en·rv-da,· life. Cod is never afraid that 
men will become too jrnre. '.\/either is I le afraid that 
the principles of truth and righteousness will he made 
too plain. Bnt 011 the other hand. those ·who love the 
trnth. whether they he men or angels. delight in seeing 
tlw plan of salnttion set forth in clear and llnmistakahle 
terms. 

There is a cla,;s. ho\veyer. whu object tu pure and un
adulterated truth. This class \\·as ,ight in the _hurcn 
of Christ in Pan!',- time. (See Gal. 1 :6.10). Ile mar
veled that these brethren had heen so soon remu,·ed 
from the grace of (;od. by ''some that would pervert 1be 
gospel of Christ." ?\o man should get the thought that 
the gospel of Christ nm,;ists only of the principles which 
we read of in lleh. 6'1. The gospel of Christ is his en
tire teaching tu men. (See Matt. 7 :24). Thi;; includes 
the form of government of his church as well as the 
law by which it is to he governed. ( See 1 Cor. 12 :28. 
Epb. 4:11-14). To change God's plan of hringing about 
peace and harmony would he to pervert the gospel of 
Christ. The perverting of God's plan is simply the 
repeating of history. It is also history that those who 
were not and are not in accord ·with the mind of God 

greatly object to light being thrown upon a 
gospel, lest their cloak be removed and 
exposed. 

Brethren, let us v,;hu claim tu be soldiers of the cross 
not shrink from haYing the light of truth turrted upon 
error and darkness, en·n though these be found "in high 
places.'' i\nd let us ,;ee to it that the work of God is 
safegl'iarded, even though such safeguarding cause the 
sacrificing of "tall cedars.·· 

--.\. V. Trego. 

NEWS FROM BROTHER MacGREGOR 

Dear Reader: 1t ma v be of interest to relate how 
matters are proceeding i;1 the building up of the Church 
of Christ. 

l'pun rctnrning home at the close of Ceneral Con
ference \\e ,,·ere su engaged in the labor of life which 
required all my tillle except that oi Sunday. Securing 
the theater ,ve cornnienu·d a series of meetings ,vhich 
attracted a splendid hearing. \\'e continued thus 111161 
a i(·\\ week,- ago when the way opened for us to give 
uur entire tirne in the .\laster's \·ineyard for a little 
season. 

\\'e came to this part (Sandpoint. Idaho), where we 
immediately comm<·need holding medings in the home 
of Bro. and Sr. l\ronson. \\'e haH· cmitinned this for 
a 1,eek. 

The response to our message i,- all that we could ex
pt·ct. Eleven ha, t· applied for membership. while we 
ha I e baptized t 1\'u more. J 11 adition to these,. three 
other,; residing at different points in the region round 
ab(lut. have alsu applied for enrollment undn the hanner 
of the Church oi Christ. 

\Ve tind a mighty awakening· amongst the people of 
the Reorganized faith. looking to the old Jerusalem 
( ;,>spel. They ha,e grown weary of the many incon
sistent things. particularly the Supremacy of Control 
now ,;o 111uch in t·\·ide1Ke in the \\'\>rkiug of that church. 
They are hnngering for a simpler system wherein '·com-
111011 consent"' and initiatin· are recognized. 

l should ha1·e ,;aid that while the credit belongs unto 
( ;ud for the splendid gathering at Sandpoint, yet it is 
only in order tu ,-,ay that in this He has recognized and 
blessed the labors of others. notahlv the manv mi;;sionary 
letters ,wnt out hy Brother and Sister Sheldon, Brothe'r 
V\'heatun and pussi lily others. .\: or should we omit to 
mention the heroic stand of sister Osborn. now sister 
Oliver Shirk. supported hy aunt Polly Summers ·who, 
throug-h ma11y gears have not hesitated to take a stand 
ior the ""Id paths.'' 

\Ve are ;;urry to report that in uur efforts to 
out the "V,7 ork ing .\greement" with the Officials of 
Reorganized ( ·irnrch as hy them and ns ''adopted" in 
1Ql8. we are meeting with a hostile repulse. This op
position comes not from the rank and file. but from· 
those of their mini,;try who feel that their craft is in 
danger. The loudly 1·annted claim. once the glory of tlle 
Reorganization ".\n open Bible and a free pulpit'' is 
no longer their motto. They haYe backed ttp and creviced 
away in th(' folds of that ahominahle papal dogna-Sup
reme l )ir<'ctional ( ·ontrol. 

Recenth one of their general missionaries. \V. P. 
Boot man. - nnkindh- assailed the Church of Christ, de
claring that we h~ld no priesthood authority. He was 
promptly challenged to meet the writer in pnblic dis-
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cussion on the following propositions : 
1. "Resolved that the Church of Christ of which I am 

a member is vested with the Holy Priesthood, her bap
tisms and sacrements are legal, and her Articles of Faith 
and doctrine are scriptural, being in harmony with God's 
Word." The writer affirms, will Elder Bootman Deny? 

2. "Resolved that the doctrine of Supreme Directional 
Control as vested in the First Presidency, and as adopted 
by the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saip.ts at the late Conference, is of God, and accord
ing to the Holy Scriptures governing the Church of the. 
New Testament." Will Elder Bootman Affirm? The 
writer wilt deny. 

The above propositions, together with a challenge to 
Elder Bootman, a champion of S.D.C., were published 
in the Spokane Review several weeks ago, but up to 
date neither he nor any other man of the Reorganized 
Church has dared to make a reply, much less accept the 
guage of battle. They are not cowards by any means ; 
rather are they convinced that their position is untenable, 
and cannot be defended on any platform where floats 
the Stars and Stripes, that immortal emblem of liberty 
and equality. 

We are rejoicing in our new found liberty, and only 
wish we had a hundred years wherein to tell the story 
of the Angel"s message as received in the Church of 
Christ. 

Busily yours 
Daniel MacGregor, 

707 :'\ orth 4th Ave., Sandpoint, Idaho. 

THE QPINION OF AN ONLOOKER 
Concerning the Late Genearl Conference of the Reorganization 

Too bad ! 
The results- conform to my interpretation of history. 
Truth i,- crushed to the earth and error sits enthroned. 
The ['resident and Prophet must he follO\ved implicity. 

The traditional idea of what a Prophet is, makes this 
iuevitablc. 

The entire structure of the Reorganization ktngs on 
the theory of a Prophet. Seer, and Revelator from the 
loins of Joseph Smith. 

:\nd his ,sords must he received as from God·s own 
mouth! · 

And he is the Lord's anointed. He can do no wrong! 
An antiquated theory which has been placed in the 

discard by thinking people the world over. 
The opposition is defeated-hopelessly ddeated. 
lt was probably the most aggressive and formidable 

internal conflict the Reorganized Church has ever had 
01· probably ever will have. 

The Prophet is intrenched. He is stronger now than 
ever with the faithful. He has either subdued or elim
inated his enemies. 

The tnen who signed the ,Protest avowing the Docu
ment of the President as tantamount to apostacy and 
then accepted appointment at the hands of the President 
.:will have little influence with either side from now on. 

Those who capitulated will be tractable. They must 
the Phophet's, game from henceforth. No one 

would listen to them if they would rebel. 
Their programming with th~ Prophet admits his posi-

tion. . 
. · The Dpposition in this fight·· was part iron and part 

with the day .predomii:;ia~in$. , .· 

Some men were tried in the balance and found wanting. 
The discredited and demoted leaders of the opposition 

will have no standing in the church. They are out; for~ 
ever out. 

Ambitious, loyal fanatics all over the church are pre:
dicting all kinds of calamities on the heads of these dis
turbers of the peace, 

The members of the Reorganization who hope to re:
verse the action of the Conference are thinking without 
their hosts. 

They are running counter with all human experience. 
Institutions which apostalize never retract. 
Institutions never reform. 
There will be trouble for the Prophet, of course. 

It will be some time in the future. 
It will never be formidable again. 
Some new converts may get their eyes open to the 

disparity between claim and practice. 
Some of the younger generation may come to feel 

their spurs and challenge the Prophet's right to dominate 
in all things. 

But the machine will cru;;.;h and beat down all opposi
tion. 

President Smith i,- a politician as well as a prophet-a 
cc,mbination which is invincible. 

He is born to the purple. 
Granted lineage and infallibility and who can with-

stand him? 
The ,Prophet will alway':. win within his organization. 
This is inevitable. 
He has all the· fanaticism, superstition, prejudice, and 

ignorance on his side. 
Sycophants and ambitious men fawn on him and flat

ter his vanitv. 
The sup('i·stitiou;; would as soon defy God as the 

1 'roplwt. 
This simply means the cementation of the churc~ 

perma11te·;1tly as a sect. It is not a Movement. It mu9t 
therefore stagnate. . ·• 

There is no place in such an organiation for men wl,10 
think for themsel H'.S. · · · 

Had the Reorganiation remained true to the, concept 
of the men who directed. its destiny from 1852 to 1860, 
·which affirmed the right of private judgment and a 
demo-theocratic form of church government, there m~gh.t 
han been some hope, and the Reorganization might 
han been the leaven to leaven the whole lump and 
unite all the of Mormonism. 

But this has all gone glimmering now! 
The Reorganized Church has capitulated. 
It has .admitted that Brigham Young was right. 
Personally, I think the men who are involved in the 

Reorg~nized conflict sho.uld fight or get out. It would 
not be a bad idea to .do both. 

One should not fight unless .he has the weapon:, to 
fight with. He should have the courage of his convic;
tions. He should fight to win; not that winning means 
victory. Winning in such .a controver;,y means h~ving 
the power to continue the fight for the right indefin,it~ly. 

If one fights and allows· the Prophet .to win it simply 
strengthens him for prejent and. futur~ confli<;t. . ·.: 

If tlie opposition can coptinqe to fight and live, tpoug~ 
they may not control of the organization,. th~jr 
win. . . . : . . . ·· : j 

. . Joining with the. Church of Christ would he. good ~t11f
~gy. · jt~ J\rticl(;S nf ,fajtq a~e tnor_e s~ript,uriitthal} ~~r 
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'Reorganization. Its form of government is more demo
cratic. 

Best of all, the Reorganized Church has officially vali
dated its claim to priesthood and as a branch of the 
original c4ur!=h. 

It has the power of church extension. 
This will enabk the group to extend missionary propa

ganda, develop the New Testament program, and there
by duplicate the operation of the Church of Christ in 
all ages and on both hemispheres. 

And the Reorganized leaders who, a few years ago, 
so fatuously and unreservedly asserted that the Church 
of Christ was, in fact, a branch of the true church, that 
it had a valid priesthood, that it possessed the power 
of church extension, will never be able tu successfully 
attack this position eyen though they may contemptu
ously refer to this hudy as Hedrickites. 

I venture the opinion that the Prophet ,,·ill ne\'l:r 
permit his satellites to debate the proposition affirming
the validity (if a First ] 'residency in the divine :scheme 
oi 

:-;rnith',: dn'am ui !'.ion i,; a 11·i1l-o'-thc
(' L, .~-EnTctt Trnc 

--• --------

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Sermon by Elder C. L. Wheaton, Sunday Morning July 19, 1925 

(·ct. ''The :\Ii,;-

of the renJation are 
do not to the but 

on page 6, Vol. will find 
this statement: vour labors 
in all your sen·ices as in the that I have 

· appointed unto you be done in the spirit of meekness 
and condescendation before the Lord. I the Lord will 
make known your duty and preparation toward your 

brethren wheresoever you shall be required to labor be
fore me in your duty and. calling; thus saith the Lord, 
Amen." 

This was given at a conference in Livingstone county, 
Illinois., compo,sed of fifteen members, including fotir 
apostles, who there stated, "Vie, as apostles of the 
church, hear witness of the .truth of this revelation given 
hy the power of the Holy Spirit whereunto we have set 
our names." Signed by John E. Page David Judy, 
Adna C. Haldeman and Jedidiah Owen. These men 
were called to the apostolic office and labored therein 
for many years. I wish to say in passing that David 
Judy and Adna C. Haldeman, also Jedidiah Owens, were 
elders of the old church who had received their ordina
tion;-; in the early thirties. 1 )avid Judy was ordained 
under the hands of Joseph Smith in 1831. Adna C. 
Haldeman was ordained by Han-ey Green in 1832, and 
we might go on tracing back the ordination of others, 
and ,n~ sl1011ld tind that these men not remained 
tnw to their calling. but they kept themselves free from 
t hl' error,- that into tile church in the later 

:-;mitii ',: life time. and 
made a statement as follo11·,-;. ffh 

P ui the "Truth:.tlkr ... 
fact that certain ialsc ductrin(',c; 
,11 th(' church of I esus Christ 

1 i:s tlic trnc c:au"c , 
Th( 

under the 
Church?,'' and this article Ynitten in answer 

yuu will 

ment,;; made hv "The Saints' lferald'' at Ill. Now 
I do not reaci this for purpose of but be-
cause it shows you the conception our at that 
time.-
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'' l.11 the tirst number of the "Truthteller'' no direct al
lv,;ion was made to any 11articular party, believing as we 
then did, and now do, that every person, no matter with 
what division they were identified, if they were a proper 
subject for baptism at the time they were bapti,;ed, and 
the ordi nauce of ha pt ism was adrnin istered to them by 
one who had acknowledged authority from Jesus Christ 
to admini;;ter the law of his kingdom, all such persons 
thus obeying the all important commandment;; of J e;;us 
Christ, enters this ne\,: and everlasting- covenant; they 
become: new creatures; they are in Christ; they are born 
again." 

A little further along. in the ;;ame article, \I'<' read: 
"lt wa,; not required at the commencement of the ri;;e 
of the Church. of tho,;e ,dw applied for membership, 
that they ,;hould helie\'C any particular pernon should he 
the pre;;ident of the clrnrch: they were only required to 
confess Christ, obey the law,; of adoption hy which they 
migrated from the kingdom of nature (of \l'hich they 
were member,;) into the ,;pi ritual kingdom of Jesus 
Chri,;t. To he more t'xplicit \l'ith regard tu the sen,ral 
subjects that are now agitating- the minds uf the readers 
of the Herald ( at l'lano, Ill.;. and the "Truthteller,'' our 
belief is that as many of the members of the 'New Organ
ization' as have obeyed the principles of adoption into 
Christ, the law of adoption having been administered to 
them by those who were in authority in Christ's king
dom, are our brethren according to the new and ever
lasting covenant. It is in Yiew oi these fact,; that \\'C 

are ahle to k1W\Y \\'l1\· it i,; that hun(·st meml)('rS of en:r\· 
division that ha,; gT(lwn up in the ( ·1rnrch of Chri,;t ar·e 
blessed with the gifts prnmiscd in the gospel to thu,;e 
,\,ho helicn·." 

The ,;tatcmcnb l han: just read ,;ho\1· that those men 
did not na1-ro11· their po,;ition down to 11,here they rccug--
11ized onh· those who \H'H' aniliated with them as their 
''brethren· ... hut thev helin ed that Cod's children 11,erc 
;-;cattned a1Jll1ng- ali°the di1·isio11,; of thi,; latter day· work. 
They frlt the obligation re:-;ting upon them \\'as t() gather 
God\ children together in one. for Christ has said, '' Ex
cept ye are one ye arc not mine.'' ?\ow [ helicn· my 
object in selecting the subject I have thi.~ morning is 
becoming clearer. The purpose of th(' ( 'lrnrch of Chri:-A: 
is tu dra\\' together in one organization all who are 
hone~t in heart. who \\'ill accept the e\Trla:-;ting- g-o~pd 
a., restored to the earth throngh oseph Smith in these 
la,;t da\·.~. I ,;lwuld like to next how this is to 
be acc(1111plished. [ read again from a n_•yclation gi\'en 
to Lram·ille l fedrick in 18(JJ, a"- found in the "Trnth
teller." 

"Hear oh ,·e c, and hearken to the coimsel of 
your Lord a11d , ] e,ms Christ, who are called by 
my name, and keep my commandments, you who have 
S(,ught to know my will concerning- my people, ,Yho have 
professed my name and entered into the new and e,·er
ksting nwenant to keep all the counsels and command
ments of the true and liYing God. If ear. then. these 
things which arc revealed unto you by the pmn:r of his 
Holy Spirit; prepare, oh ye people, yourselves in all 
things. that you may he ready to gather together upon 
the consecrated land which I have appointed and dedi
cated by my sen·ant Joseph Smith, and the first elders 
of my church in Jackson county, state of Missouri, for 
the gathering together of my saint;; that they might he 
asembled in the day of my chastening hand, when your 
Lord will pour out his wrath and indig-uation upon the 

ungodly. And inasmuch a,; my clu~rch and people have 
been driven and scattered, therefore take counsel of me, 
your Lord and Director, who says unto you, prepare 
ynursel ve,; and be ready against the appointed time, 
which I have :-;et and prepared for you, that you may 
return in the year A. D., 1867, at which time the Lord, 
hy yonr prayer;; and faithfulness in all things, will open 
and prepare the ,vay before you, that you may begin to 
gather." 

The civil wa.r 1,·a~ !-;·01,1;~· on. The sainb had been 
drin·n from Missouri 111 ,),) and '34. Lip to 1867 none 
who professed to be Latter Day Saints dared to come 
t() this land 011 account of the feeling again,;t those who 
were opposed to ,;la\Try. a:-; the ,;aints \H'n·. But in '63 
the Lord had ,;aid that the way \\uuld he opened for 
hi,; people to return in 18(J7. and we /-ind that in March, 
18h7. thn, held their Jirst council in lackson countv. 

l n sect;on 63 oi the I )octri1w and (oyenants the Lord 
gin·s 11,; to undn;;tand there ,1·ere only two ways in which 
thi:-; land could lw sen1red--hy purchase. cir by blood. 
Ii hy purchase. "yoll arc blessed;" if hy blood. "lo, yonr 
cnc111ics arc upon yoll... So our people sold their pos
se,-;:-i(,11,;, their iarm,; and tll('ir pcrsunal properties, pooled 
1 heir rnoncy. came here and pllrchased the land. That's 
how they came into possession of the Temple Lot. They 
purchased it in 1869. Let me emphasize, they did not 
obtain possession of this land through squatter's rights, 
they purchased it. The IA1rd had ;-;aid. "I ,,,ill make 
k1101\ll your duty." This 1,a,; one of the lir,;t things 
made known to them to do. . \ftn they had purcha,;ed 
the land. thc_1· began to u,1111nunicate \1·ith their "breth
ren" in ditfrrcnt parts of the country, 1,,ith the purpose 
of bringing them together in one. They continued their 
effort:-:. r n ]8()7 the leader~ of thi:,; church called upon 
the leader~ ui uthl'r factions of this latter daY 1\·ork with 
the ohj\'ct ()i bringing aliont an ag-reenH·nt "in the doct
rine and teachings of the church. (See Srarchlight date 
under the heading-. '·:\ Noteworthy Incident,'' we find 
this: 

"l t wa,-; published elsewhere in this paper-the minutes 
of a council or conference held in the meeting hou,;e on 
the Lot. am1;tr\· 16th to 21st, 1897. This meet
ing- was th(' of a· C( hegnn almo,;t a 
year ago. lwt ween the editor:-; of the Saints l l erald and 
the Searchlight. looking toward,; an adjustment of the 
difficulties exi,;ting· lwt1\"Ce11 the two bodie,; of people. 
E1·ery agreeml'nt reached touching the faith was reduced 
tn writing and 1;; publi,;hed herewith. Neither 

with any powers 
and the article,; agreed upon 

in 1w wi,;c liind either the Reorganized (:lmrch nor the 
Church oL Christ, but simply reflect the view of the sev
eral elders prc,;ent in the council: nevertheless the fact 
that some of the leading men of both churches were 
pre:-;ent and participated in the agreements at
taches to the occasion con;;iderablc importance 
dicatin: of what may be accomplished in the 
through the medium of a friendly discussion of 
i;;snc. The fact that fourteen were 
shows there is a large common ground which a 
perfect understanding exists between the and 
renders less difficult, the task of reaching a harmonious 
agreement upon all the differences, should such an ac
tion be attempted in the future. The best of good 
preY_ailed. and not a single word of harshness was 
and the entire meeting was marked with that earnestness 
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and solemnity befitting the accasion. All present ap-
to part with increased feelings of respect for 

each other a;; eanie;;t men contending ior \\·hat each he
lieYed and understood were principles of Christ. \Vhen 
one considers the state of affairs that existed bet\\'Cen 
the t,\.() churches during the pc11dcncy of the Temple Lot 
litigation, it is remarkable that such a meeting as the 
one that has just transpired. could occur. The Church 
of Christ. howc\·er. has always been ,1·illing to. and in
deed has. lifted the Standard of l'eace, as required in the 
Book of Mormon. and c1-en with \·ictury \1·011. and the 
possession of the Temple Lot, secure. sl;e extended the 
hand of friendship to those of a similar iaith and ex
pressed her ,,·illing·ness to med in peace. and as brethren. 
those 11·ho lateh· ,;o sorelv beset her. and this conference 
was the r('su]L · Such co11duct i,; certainh· eummemiahle 
and i,.c indicati\ e of the fact that men acti'ng in thi,; mag
nanimous manner are surely po,;ses,;ed of the Spirit uf 
( 'hrist. and that the cause of /iun is safe in such hands 
as their,;.'' 

;'\i>\\' 11e turn oHT a fr11· llli!r(' page,; of history and 
find that in l()OO. there was a1wthn cotmcil eall('d, and 
under the caption of. ":\notlwr Council,'' we read this;: 

"In response tu an i111·itation ;;ix uf the representatin'. 
111('11 of the l~eorganizatiun nwt ,-ix elders ui the Church 
of Christ in a council 11·hicl1 a,;semhled un Tue:;da 1·. 
March 6th. and continued until the Sunday follm1·ing. 
The l'tah Church 11·as i111·ited the ,;end some uf its men 
to participate in th(' meeting. hut th('y declined to d,, ,;o. 

The object of the elders of the Church of Christ in issu
ing the invitation was that a consideration of grave 
matters relating to the work of the redemption of Zion 
might be had, and, if possible, agreements reached, 
which, when reported to the conference of the several 
bodies represented, might result in unity of action in 
the work of building the temple at Independence, etc 
Nlany question,-; uf importance 11·en· cun,;idered. and 
Si>lllC rdnred li>r action to the conference,-; of the t11·0 
bodies n·prt·sentl'd. The Jllc'l'ting adjourned until after 
the .\pril cunference.'' ( lur elders \\'(']'(' imhu('d 1\·ith 
th<· though. "l f you keep my CiJ111111aJ1dllll'nts and do 
the things I require of you I 11·ill make krnl\Y your duty 
toward your brethren." So the \\·ork \\·as unfolding. 

This churd1 took a yerv <klinitc stand in ib earlY his
li·ry. and ha,-; tried ti) kct:p it,-; ]liJSition hdiJre th(' ~\·i1rld 
n·er sill('('. It ha,-; st"od for an 111HjUa1ifl('d return tiJ the 
platform uf 182() and '30, both in orga11i(' ,-;tructur<· and 
doctrine. It has brought to light nnirnpeachal,le C\id\'nce 
oi chang('s in the H'Yelations. and in the reprint of the 
original En·ning· and .\!urning· Star. It has shown how 
th~ gu\·ernment' of the church· was changed from a demo
cratic to a monarchial'l' form of church government. and 
how these departures from the original plan wt're gin'.n 
sanction in alteration,-; that \Vere made in the revelations. 
This caused cJiyision and scattering among Cod's peopl(' 
then. and much of th(' trm1hle in .\I ormunism toda ,. can 
h<' traced to those changes. \\' e call you hack. h,;ck to 
1830; hack to the fountain head of truth. that nm mav 
walk in the old paths a,-; we have lwen singing th(-; 
morning. Brother,; and ,;i,;ters. until we do return to the 
original pattern gi\en in the :\e\Y Testament and the 
Book of Mormon we can not expect to enjoy the fullness 
of the blessings of God. 

Let us not get the idea into our minds that all \Ye 
have to do is to go to work and gather enough money to 
lmild a structure here on the Temple Lot of stone and 

mortar. and then expect to receive a 
of the Spirit upon ns that will change us. as 
iu the twinkling of an eye from a had man to a 
one. ur irorn a carnally minded man to one spiritually 
minded. Before the temple cJn be built there must 
h< a people prepared, a people so conscrated to God 
that thev will strive to cast from their lives that which 
i, seltisl~. evil. impure. or that which tends to place one 
man 11pu11 a pede,;tal and another where he will be 
looked down upon. l tell you th<.: Spirit of God must 
he among the people before they can accomplish the 
building of the temple. It must be manifested among 
u;-; to the extent of breaking do\\'11 all class distinctions. 
The I ,ord has gi,·en u:; to uiH!erstand that he will not 
accept the lwus(· ii we permit any thin.~· t11l\\'(1rthy to 
com(' into it. and ii \\'(' \\"ere to build a temple and Christ 
did not come tu it. and ,an endowment of Cod's Spirit 
1Ya,; nut giyen. great would lw our di,-;appointrnent. and 
(Jtlr \York 11·ould h(' of 1w a ·,ail. \o kt lb take these 
things into co1i,;ideration 11·hen \H' think about ln1ildin1' 
th(' tcrnplc. that 11e do not. make a failure as they did 
at :\au1·(H>. Let us stri\·e to m:tk(' uurselu:s 11·hat God 
would haYt· tb, a JHJr<· 1wuplt'. a pc<Jple \\'hil liaH· gath
nt·d togt·thn through sacrilice. a,; is ,-;pokcn ui in the 
SOth J>,;alm. "Thos(' who han· made ;; c1,1·t'nant with 
mt· ,-;acrilic('.·· l am g·oing to say no\\" that is going 
to require rnore than the ,-;acrifice of a fn1· dollars and 
re11b. It is going to nH·an a ,-;acritice of some of our 
amhitio11,;, and it i,; g·oing to require a sacrifice of some 
idea,; and traditio11,; that 11·(· hal'<' held d<'ar. Truth must 
take the place of error. and superstition must gi1·e way 
for the Spirit of ( ;ud. [ belinT 11·ith all my soul that 
11 hen th(' Lord spoke t() the elders hack in 18(>4. telling 
them that he 11uuld rnakt, kno11·11 their duty in prepara
tion for the hrethr<'ll that ht' had in mind a place where 
his JJ<'i>pk u,uld gather. and u11hampered l,y ialse doc
trin(' and autocratic r(',;trictions th\'y could prepare 
tLen1scln·, ti! build thl' temple and n·1Til(· tll\' endow-

(;,Jing· hack in hi,;ton. 11e tind that th\' \'fforts of 
thi,; pei>pk to\\ard bringing about a fricndlil'r feeling did 
not ,-;top \Yith \\ hat they did in 1897. or with what they 
did in 1900. hut in 1918 another council was held. This 
)'i'ar there t<Jt>io: place \\·hat had nenT lwcn acomplished 
hdorc. The gennal conferenc(' of each church gave 
sanction to 11·hat th\' elders had agT(·ed upon, acknowl
edging that in thC' diffn('nt factions tlwrc wcr(' those 
1dw held the priesthood. Think of that 1\'ondcrful 
for11ard. and think of what it means for the future 
the J ,ord's 11·ork ! [ t wa,; further ,wreed to 111eet to
,~ether from time to time for intercl1ange of 
n·garding differences existing het,n::en the two 
zations. that there might he greater unitv of effort 
p1 usecution of the \\·orli of the Lord. · The \York that 
tl.os<· eldns did will go on and 011 until the purpose of 
th(' Lord is accomplished in the earth-accomplished in 
the lH'arts of all good men. 

I 11 co1H·ctio11 11·ith the thought of returning the the 
··old path" of IR29 and 1830, I wish to call your atten
tion to another matter. 1 do so in the interests of truth, 
and not tu be arhitrarv. You will find in the Doctrine 
and Covenants, sectio1; 83, paragraph 8, from a re\·ela
tion giHn in April. 1832. th<.: following: 

".:\nd your minds in times past have been darkened 
because of unbelief. and because you haYe treated lightly 
the things you have received, which and nnhelief 
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hath brought the whole church under condemnation. 
And this_ condemnation resteth upon the children of 
Zion, even all: and thev shall remain under this con
demnation until they i'epent and remember the nevv 
covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former 
commandments which J. have given them. not only to 
say, but to do according to that which 1 have \\Titten.'' 
etc. 

''\Vhat were the former commandments?" God had 
given them to understand that in these last days he 
was going to establish his church like as it was in the 
days of his disciples. according to the pattern in the 
New Testament. with twelve apostles at the head. Here 
was one place where they treated lightly the former 
ccrnmandments. and followed their own pleasure. plac
ing a First Pre,;idency in the church. The Lord told 
the Church to return and remember the nn,· covenant 
and the former commandment;;. "not only to ,;ay. hut 
to do,''-''that they might bring· forth fruit for their 
Father's kingdom. otherwise. there remaineth a scourge 
and a judgment to he poured out npon the children of 

Zion; for. shall the children of the kngdom pollute my 
holy land? \. erily I say unto you. :\ ay'' 

They did not go hack and oh,;ern· "the former corn
mandmenb." :\,- a rc;;ult pt111ishmcnt came t1pun them. 
and they were driH·n out of the land. Some ha\·e taken 
the po,;ition that this wa,; persennion heaped upon them 
hccau;-;(· of their belief. It \\-as permitted by Cod a:

chasti,;emcnt upon them hecat1se of their l-,\'BELIEF, 
and today \H are di\·ided berau;-;c of their failure to go 
back to the "formn comrnandn1c·nt,;.'' :\!any han· fol
lo\\'('d the precedents that they c,;tahli,-.lwd. making it 
hard for other:' to ,;ee the truth as 1t i,-; in the \\-on! ,if 
God. 

Some \\ill say. I ha\T heard y<lU people preach these 
thing,; for a long time. It is true. I wa,; only t\\-eln· 
years old \\·hell [ came into the church. and I heard onr 
people talk these thing,; then. ( >ther,; oubide of the 
church did not pay much attention to tlw,;c thing,; 
then. and I thought it was all just our idea. But as 
time has gon<· on. bringing deYelopments. the truth 
of the thing,; for which \Ye haH'. contended is being 
recognized. and ,n· are made to realize with fresh em
phasis tl;i.at our mi,;sion i,.; to call attention to error and 
to invite our brethren and sisters hack to the gospel pat
tern revealed in the Book of Mormon and the "former 
commandments." \Ve must throw out all that is foreign 
to the truth. and build upon the solid foundation of God's 
word as recorded for ll:i in the holy scripture,;. God 
wants us to get together. He wants us to get rid of the 
things that han· kept us apart. and go unitedly forward 
to accorn1i.lish the work He has entrusted to ~1s to p~r
form. In M an.:h, 1919. this came to us: 

. I say unto you. my children. who have taken 
upo'.1 you the name of mine only begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, I have watched over you and preserved you for 

a wise purpose 111 myself. As I have said unto you in 
times past that ] should make knov,;n unto you your 
duty towards your brethren; therefore, I am pleased 
with the efforts that you have put forth and now make 
known unto you that this is your work; to gather to
gether in one all those of my sheep who are scattered 
upon the face of the earth. Ye shall lav aside aH con
tention with your brethren of the differ~nt branches of 
my church. for in the clay that I shall come to my temple 
I \Yill perfect them in theory and in doctrine, and in all 
things pertaining to my church. Ye shall continue to 
,;trin for a unity of my children. that ye may in this 
\Yay be better prepared to meet the world \\'hen you go 
out among them to preach the fulness of my gospel. 
.\,; I han· said in the past. ,;o ,;ay I nnto you now, that 
ye shal 1 be as Ji ttk Joseph who was carried captiYe into 
Egypt: ye ,;hall be the means of sa,·ing your brethren, 
and hring·ing them to a unity of purpo,;e and action 
before me. for the time of building the temple and the 
iultilling of the prophets i,: at hand. and the work must 
he accomplished speedily. Therefon·. I curnmand you 
to he humble and prayerful. gird up your luins with 
rightcou;;m·ss. for 1 \,·ill make hare my holy arm in 
yonr defense before the world. for trials and trihula
ti, lll:- are upon the nations uf the earth. such as the 
\\orld ha,: llC\"er kno\Yll. Yea. upon thi,; land shall I 
pour "Ht my wrath lwcause of tl2eir pride and abomina
tion,;, and their secret combinations. their whoredoms, 
and nrnrclering:- ,, hich are displeasing in 111\' sight. for 
Ycrily. I am the Lord. and \\·ink not 'at the ·wicl,ednes,; 

the childr('n of men." 

The Lord has plainly pointed uut the place t" ,,·hich 
h1,; lH'ople shall gathn--

"\-crily. thi,; is the \\'ord of the Lord. that the city 
;--.; n\· J eru;;alem ,;hall lw built by the gathering of the 
sainb. lwginning at this place. n·en the place of the 
temple.'· (Doc. & Cov. 83:2.) 

~ly brothns and si,;ters. if you desire to help in the 
huild111g of the temple. if You desire to a,;sist in the 
building of the ;'\cw lerusalem. vou will need to C(>tne 
to the place where the Lurd savs· the \,·ork is to center. 
Cod i:' ll<)t going to rn«nifest · himself time after time 
upon tlfe same issue. He is not going to repeatedly 
instruction where instruction has been given. He has 
si;oken to u,;. He has told us to remember his former 
commandments. He has resen-ect a place where those 
\\ ho believe in keeping to the law and tu the testimony 
can gather and do His work. He has revealed 
the place ic-. \Vhat else remains to he done hut for his 
creatures to understand and obey? I hope the influence 
of the Spirit of God will be with his people, that they 
may be gathered in one, and build a church that he will 
be pleased to approve, that the kingdom of God may go 
forth and the kingdom of heaven may come; that all 
which are Christ's, both on earth and i~ heaven, may he 
gathered in one. 
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