
Zion's Advocate 
"And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day for they shall have the gift of power of 

.the Holy Ghost." 1st Nephi 3:124 
----------,-·~---- -----------------------------------------,----
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AGAIN 

\\'ith this issue the Church of Christ 
resumes till' publication of Zio11's .·1£h•o­
catc. It \\'ill he a monthh· at first, an,J 
the subscription price for· the year will 
he one dollar. If vou wish to :subscribe 
your prompt resptJnse will ht'lp us t•J 
carry on the paper. \Ve do not expect 
it to be a paying project, at first. aml 
should am· \\'ish to contrilmte to the 
expense. \;-e shall he grateful tht"refor. 
Sen<! all money to T. J. Sheldon. 1416 
Sernl all money tn .\. 0. FrisbcT. Route 
1. Box .218, · Inc\epentlence, ::iiissouri. 
All con11mmicatinns for the paper should 
he addressed to Zion's .--ld'i•ornte. Tem­
ple Lot, lnclepcnc\ence. :-Iis,ouri. 

OUR POLICY-OUR AIM 
A MESSAGE 

The .-ld'i·ocatc will contimte ib policy 
of a free pr.:ss. The courteous discus­
sion of principle will he welcome in 
these coltunns. \ \' e trust that none will 
abuse this privilege. \Ve shall try t,) 
make the Ad,:oca/c a wicle a\\'ake, virile 
paper. .-\t the same time we shall en­
rleayor to maintain a cnnstructh·e policy. 
The need of the hour is for a message 
that will cheer, arh·ise and direct. There 
is dan'ger in a waiting, stand-still policr­
People deteriorate spiritually. As one 
sister put it, "l\'e lose out.''· Some fall 
a,yay from th.: faith altog-ether. Aft!er 
the b1·eak-up of the olil - church. hun­
dreds of discPuraged men and women 
\\'erl' numbered 1Yith the church no more, 
hut Inst themsd n:s in thl' throngs of the 
world. Thl' s;ul m·11·s comes t;) ~ts that 
in nther quarters men and women are 
dning- the same thing toda\·, and some 
are going tn nthcr chun.:hes. \Ye an• 
social creatures. .-\ few arc stron;:· 
enough ti) stand nut isolated and alm{e 
for the sake of principle, but with many 
the c:aYing for assnciation is so stroni; 
that 111 some ca~es it m·errules convic­
tions. 

\Ve must pursue a constructive course. 
Our standard is the olrl Jerusalem gospel, 
nur pattern, the New Testament church 
our Leader. Jesus Christ. \\'e can mak~ 
no mistake in un-iting our efforts to pro­
mulgate tl:ese ideals. The gospel must be 
preachetl m all the worlrl. Israel must 
he brought to the knowledge of their 
Redeemer. This is the great wori, be­
fore the people of God. The instnunent­
ality whom the Lord \\'ill choose must 
he a church like the pattern he for-

T:s;oEl'EX!Jl•:;;;cE. :11Issnl"Rl, Jtc~E 15, 19.25 

nishec.l. The people must lie faithful to 
tlw l;rn-~ and ordinances he has given. 
The\· must be a peuple who are nut too 
proti,l to learn. nor ton stuhbnrn to 
chan!.!:e. The hou,;e of God was to he 
"set ·-in order." FiYe of the virgins 
11Tmlrl 11·ake up and trim their lamps. 
\\'hen \\'e brush a1Ya1· the cbarre,l wick 
we dn sn that the I ight may shine more 
hri~·hth·. Thosl' 1dm are \\·ise will dis­
ca1:,! tiuman cunceptions-anything that 
may hinder the light nf truth from shin­
ing· forth in its purity. _-\s we try to 
become a pure peuple and sel'k to estah· 
I ish the kingdom of God upon the earth 
in Yery deed. 1Ye arc preparing ourselves 
to he the pt'ople whom the Lnnl can use 
to bring about the purposes for which 
he institute«! this latter dav work. 

\ \" e hope, indeed. to i;e an advocate 
for the stanrlanl of "the pure in heart." 
Truth \Yill be our guiding· star. for ··the 
truth shall make \'OU free." \Ve shall 
.,eek to promote tlie union of G0d's true 
children that the work of the church 
may he more speedily pushed forwan!. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
RECOGNIZED 

The follnwing report ·was duly re­
cei Ye<l In· the Reorganized Church in 
General ·Conference at Lamoni. Iowa, 
.-\pril 17, 191 '!: 

"To the General Cnnfcrence; Greet­
ing: Tl;e committee nf Clmrch of Ch1·ist 
b~g- lea \·e tu report that during the year 
amicable rdations have heen maintained 
between the brethren nf the Chtu-ch nf 
Chri!-'t and Renrg-anize,l Church nf Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints. A. mnn­
he1· of joint rneeting·s of the priesthood 
ui l>u~l1 organizations ha,·e been held. 
The joint cnmmittee held one session 
on N~ivemher 1-+ at \\'hich th~· follow­
in!.:'. members wl're in attc-nclance: 0 f 
th~ Clmn:h of Christ. Elders C. L 
\ \'heaton, Almo 0. F1·isbev, .-\. E. Himes. 
ai1d T. J. Sheldon: of tlie Reorganize,! 
Church,. Ehlers F. i\L Sheehy. TIL H. 
Siegfried, and vV. W. Smith. The fol­
lowing agreements were unanimously 
adopted: 
. " 'AgTeed. that persons who are, or 

have been connecte,l with the church, 
desiring to unite with either branch of 
the church shall nnt be received to fel­
lm1·shio until the elders of the branch 
cif the· church to which they apply shall 
have opportunity to decide upon their 
standing; each organization to furnish 
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the nther with e\·ide111;e i11 their posses:­
sion \1·ith reference tu the per;;on in 
question. 

.. ·_\Q-rced, that \\'hen ministers of the 
Chnrcl~· of Christ and the Jfrorganize.1 
Church oi T esus Chri;.;t nf Latter Day 
Saints are ·laboring together, the per­
~nns baptized shall h,n-e the right of 
choice as tn \\'hich organization they 
,Yill unite with.' 

"Some 1mfaYurablc cnttctsms have 
been nfiei·ed hv a few of the brethren of 
the Reorgani;atinn, !mt this is largely 
due to lack of understanding what the 
agreemenb mean. These. in time, we 
belie\'e. will he climi11at('d. 

"Trusting that harmony may st:ll pre­
Yail. we are. 

HI{e~pectfully yotu\.;, 
"On hehal f of the committce, 

"FREDERICK :\L Sr.rrTH, Chainuan 
"\V ALTER \V. Siunr, 5i'ccrclary" 

Independence, :1Iissouri, }larch 25, 1919 
The foregoing repnrt cleady sets forth 

the following items of interest: 
1. Directions for the transfer t)f 

membership from nne church to the 
other. 

.2. ?d utual mis~_iouarv ll'ork of the 
two churches is encourat;·eil 

3. The priesthootl authurity of the 
Church oi Chri~t to baptize ts dearly 
stated . ---
.PRIESTHOOD AUTHORITY OF 

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

The following is taken frnl)l the com­
mittee's repL1rt 01·er tilt' signalur.: of 
f'res. F. :1L Smith anti \V. \V. Smith, 
presented t" am! " .. \DOPTED" hy the 
( ;ene1·al Conference oi. the l{eiirganized 
Church ''\\'ITH IlCT 0:-JE fHSSENT­
ING VOTE". St't: (;eneral CnnferePce 
minutes fnr J<.118, page .2.611. 

24. ,\greed, that where;1,- the Church 
of Christ. and the h'eorganized Church 
uf fesus Christ of Latter Dtt\· Saints 
c,m;ist of membern who have h·een bar,-
1 ize« l by men holding- authority, con­
ferred bv ordination under the hamb of 
the sen.-,mts of Gm!, ndlerl during th,~ 
ministry of Joseph Smith, who have re­
mained true to the original faith of the 
church. organized April 6, 1830. and 
whereas, both organization:, stand _ for 
ancl maintain the same fundamental dov,;;\'' _. 
Tme and practice · and have the :,atriJ~:;.:: ' 
rurpose and icieal in their church gqjf · 
ernment and work; therefore, be it n141 
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tually agreed, that each recognize the 
standing of the other as representing 
Christ, the Master, and the priesthood of 
each as legally constituted, and the ad­
ministration of each as equally binding 
before God, when done in accordance 
with the law. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 

The following is an excerpt from the 
report of the committee on consultation 
with the Church of Christ, presented to 
and adopted by the General Conference 
of the Reorganized Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints April 8, 
1918. See General Conference Minutes 
for 1918. 

The members of that committee were, 
Pres. F. M. Smith and W. W. Smith. 

"During the dark and cloudy day that 
followed the disruption of the church, 
at the death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith. 
and the apostasy of the leading elders 
of the church at Nauvoo, Illinois, there 
were many attempts made by the disap­
pointed Saints to find safe ground, and 
the true light. Several of these, seek­
ing to find the better way, united to form 
the nucleus of the reorganization of the 
church. One of these groups of old time 
Saints, which was striving to honor the 
law revealed in the restoration of the 
gospel, was located in \Voodford Coun­
tv, Illinois. As earlv as 1856 these 
Woodford County Saints sought to 
unite their efforts with those forming 
the Reorganization. Elders Granville 
Hedrick and Jedediah Owen, who had 
been elders in the old church, were sent 
to represent them, and were accepte,j 
ancl given the right hand of fellowship 
by the conference of the brethren of the 
Reorganization. No definite union, how­
ever, was formed, and the \Vqodford 
Countv Saints continued their work 
alone,· gathering to themselves other eld­
ers who had received their ordination 
from the church, before the death of 
Joseph Smith, among them being Zebu­
lum Adams, David Judy, John E. Page, 
and Adna C. Haldeman. 

''About 1867 these with others, re­
moYed to Independence, Missouri, and 
organized, or rather continued the branch 
organization bv these brethren in \Vood­
ford County, ·Illinois. Elder Granvill~ 
Hedrick was the presiding elder until 
his death. Subsequently the branch has 
been presided over by elders who re­
ceived their authoritv through ordina­
tion, from these other elders and their 
successors; and have always maintained 
an honorable name and place among 
men, and have held their priesthood in 
righteousness before God. 

"At various times since 1856 efforts 
have been ma1e by the eldership of the 
Church of Christ and of the Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Dav 
~aints to form a working basis of har­
ll)ony between them."-(Sai11ts' Herald 
Abril 17, 1918). ' 
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OUR PRIESTHOOD 

For some time past there have come 
rumors from certain quarters of the 
Latter Day work that the Church on 
the Temple Lot is without authentic 
priesthood authority. It seems strange 
that these persistent rumors are coming 
from a quarter which only a few years 
ago acknowledged "that there are indi­
viduals in the different fact-ions who hold 
the priesthood." See article 6 of 
Agreement of Working Harmony, in 
Saints' Herald for April 17, 1918.) 

What is the motive of these rumors? 
Who is behind them? What is sought 
to be accomplished? Has some evidence 
been brought to light that shows we 
have transgressed the law of God and 
forfeited our priesthood, or have the 
ends had in view when the priesthood 
of the Church of Christ was recognized 
been frustrated? Surely we should find 
a solution somewhere. 

Another point that should not be over­
looked at this time: How long did our 
brethren intend to "stand hitched" when 
they entered into the following agree­
ment: 

"24. Agreed, that whereas the Church 
of Christ, and the Reorganized Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
consist of members who have been bap­
tized l)y men holding authority, con­
ferred bv ordination under the hands of 
the servants of God, called during the 
ministry of Joseph Smith, who have re­
mained true to the original faith of the 
church, organized April 6, 1830, and, 
whereas both organizations stand for 
and maintain the same purpose and ideal 
in their church government and work; 
therefore, be it mutually agreed, that 
each recognize the standing of the other 
as representing Christ, the Master, and 
the priesthood of each as legally consti­
tuted, and the administration of each as 
legally binding before God, when done 
in accordance with the law." (Saints' 
Herald for April 17, 1918.) · 

This article, so far as the Church of 
Christ was concerned, was based upon 
the "ideal" in "church government am! 
work" as set forth in the Bible and the 
Book of Mormon, which contain the full­
ness of the gospel. ( Doc. & Cov. 42 :5.) 
If in the consideration of grave and im­
portant questions we feel that action has 
been taken that is contrary to the full­
ness of the gospel as c011tained in the 
Bible and the Book of Mannon, does 
that justify any in claiming we have no 
priesthood? 

What is priesthood? vVhence does it 
come? Who takes it awav? These im­
portant questions should ·be taken into 
account when it is undertaken to issue 
arbitrary edicts that proscribe men in 
their priestly calling. We believe that 
men were called to the Melchisedec 
priesthood from tl1e foundation of the 
wodd because of their "faith and good 
works" (Alma 9 :65), and that this 
priesthood is after the order of the Son 
of God, "which order came, not by man, 

nor the will of man-but of God" 
( Genesis 14 :28, I. T.); that it is "with­
out father, without mother, without de­
scent," etc. (Hebrew 7 :3.) Therefore 
this priesthood can not be conferred or 
recalled at the whim or fancy of any 
man or set of men. 

The Church of Christ claims to have 
authority from 1830 to the present time 
in unbroken succession, without any of 
the smirch of sin that crept into the main 
body of the Church. The following ex­
amples are given to show that the Churcl1 
of Christ at Independence, Missouri, can 
trace priesthood back through the fol­
lowing ordinations: Elder Clarence L. 
\,Vheaton, who at the April conference 
was elected to preside over the church 
was ordained by Elders A. L. Hartley 
and Francis B. Arnold, October 10, 1915; 
A. L. Hartlev was ordained under the 
hands of G. P. Frisbey and George D. 
Cole, December 1, 1891; George P. 
Frisbey was ordained an cider by David 
Jmlv, Adna C. Haldeman, and Jedidiah 
Owens; David Judy was ordained by 
Joseph Smith in 1831. 
Adna C. Haldeman was ordained an 
elder by Harvey Green, 1832. 

Richard Hill was ordained a high 
priest and bishop August 7, 1889, by 
George P. Frisbey and Charlie Hall. 
He had previously been ordained an 
elder November 3, 1869. 

George D. Cole was ordained an elder 
April 6, 1886,-C. L. W. 

WHY I TRANSFERRED 
My Membership from The Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints, to The Church of 
Christ 

1. Because I could not risk mv sal­
vadon in a church that had s~ far 
apostatized from the faith as to deify its. 
President with Supreme Directional Con­
trol. displacing the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. Because I could not anv longer 
baptize humble souls seeking tl1eir Sav­
ior, into an organization that veiled the 
glory of God in proclaiming the suprem­
acv of man. 

3. Because that under an administra­
tion exerc1smg Supreme Directional 
Control, the elements of initiative an•J 
liberty arc destroyed. It is a lapse into 
medievalism with its resultant diabolism. 

4. Because that in adopting the dog­
ma of Supreme Directional Control with 
power to inflict ''effective discipline'' the 
Reorganized Church has measurcably 
forfeited its claims to being the true 
Church of Christ. It thereby becomes 
an apostate Church, as much so as the 
Church of Rome who. in 607 A.D., put 
forth similar claims for the Pope "The 
Supreme Head of the Church." And 
this charge of apostacy is the sentiment 
of "the noble three hundred" who signed 
that immortal document of prntest. 
Their numbers are said to have been 
later swelled to twelve hundred, com~ 
prising leading men of the ministry. 
as well as prominent members of the: 
Church. 



5. Because I found it as inconsistent 
as it was impossible to preach Christ as 
the head of the Reorganized Church, 
when F. M. Smith was acclaimed as the 
Supreme Directional Controller. One 
or the other must go. When Christ was 
put out, I could do nothing less than 
follow. 

6. Because the doctrine of Supreme 
Directional Control vested in mortal man 
is nothing less than the old Papal pre­
sumption set up in A. D. 607, that of 
"Supreme Head of the Church." It was 
a blasphemous assumption, and wrecked 
the Church on the shoals of apostacy. 
It will do so again.-See Marvelous 
Work and a Wonder, pages 78-80, 4th 
edition. 

7. Because that in recent years, it is 
difficult to receive ministerial recognitiQn 
in the Reorganized Church unless one 
crucifies his conscience, clamps his con­
victions, padlocks his intelligence, and 
as a "yessite" suppliant at the shrine of 
a Smith, contracts his manhood to the 
degenerate proportions of a poll parrot. 

8. Because I find in The Church of 
Christ an organization that stands for 
the original name-"The Church of 
Christ." 

9. Because in The Church of Christ 
I find in operation the law of common 
consent, rather than one man rule. 

10. Because that in the teaching of 
The Church of Christ I find a tenacious 
contention for "the faith once delivered 
to the Saints," for the Gospel as pro­
claimed by Christ and the Apostles, and 
for that Gospel and Church as restored 
in 1829 and 1830, eliminating all addi­
tions that nullified that Gospel which 
were subsequently added, and which 
brought on the apostacv that resulted 
in the overthrow of the Church in 1844. 

11. Because that in The Church of 
Christ the fundamentals and essentials 
are based upon the Bible and the Book 
of Mormon. All other revelations are 
received on their merits. 

12. Because that in the go\'crnment 
of the Church o t Christ, they give no· 
place to a dominating quorum of a First 
Presidency, a thing unsupporte<l in the 
New Testament and unsustaincd bv the 
Dook of :\Iormon. · 

13. Because the Church of Christ in 
their acceptance nf latter 1lav revelations 
p_refe:· _them in their original purity and 
s1111plinty as puhl ished in the Book of 
Cnnunandnwnts in 1833, rather than 
many n f the altered, amended. and tloc­
tnr('d rc\·t"lations as )lt1hlished in the 
Doctrine and Covenants nf subsequent 
date. 

1-1-. Hecausc that the Church of 
Christ being the sole custodian of the 
,ar:red Tcmpk Lot, adjudged sn ll\· the 
highest court in the stale nf }lissouri, 
and hecause thL· said Lot is a matter of 
imptTati\·e importance in g-iYing place to 
th,• inllillnwnt nf the prnphccv concern­
ing· tlll' Temple of the Lord iin·n Sep­
tnuher. 1 S32. lo the effect that "this 
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generation shall not all pass away until 
an house shall be built unto the Lord.'' 
(Doc. and Cov. 83 :1). This generation 
has well nigh passed away. It is, there­
fore, a matter of momentous importance 
that there should be a rallying around 
the Temple Lot and the allying of our­
selves with the people who, under God, 
have preserved it for this purpose. 

15. Because that in the Reorganized 
Church under the leadership of one man, 
the Church has been sailing an uncertain 
sea of experiments and "policies," the 
monies of the Church being squandered 
by thousands, the missionary work being 
greatly reduced from what it was 20 and 
25 years ago. Under such a system, the 
faith of the Saints is weakening, while 
wordly expedients are encouraged. Is 
it worth while to stay with a church go­
ing from bad to worse, with no hope of 
improvement under present administra­
tion? 

Why not cut loose and return to the 
haven from whence we have drifted? 
Back! Back! to the simplicity of the 
Angel Message of 1829-1830. Back to 
the old Jerusalem Gospel of Pentecost. 
It is the only thing that will give us 
favor with God and power with the 
people. It is the only thing that will 
save. 

If there was any prospect of reform 
one might be encouraged to endure it a 
little longer, but there is none. Church­
es never reform! They rush heedless­
ly on, inuring themselves to their errors. 
until it is too -late, and the shades of 
apostacy settle for a long night. 

The one hope of honest Israel lies in 
individual action, which means separa­
tion and reconstruction on the original 
foundation restored in 1829-1830, and 
from which the Church has so far re­
moved. 

Sincerely yours, 
DANIEL MACGREGOR. 

A LETTER 

Oklahoma City, Okla., May 22, 1925. 
To the Saints, whe1-eve1- this paper 

may go, dear people of our sacred fellow­
ship: 

I am happy to a \'ail myself of this 
means of sending out a few words of 
hope and encouragement and cheer. Got! 
is surely blessing me as richly by th~ 
goot! graces uf his lm·ing, snul quicken­
ing and beautiful Holy Spirit as at any 
time in 111\" ministrv. .-\Jl the saints 
must knU\;' that since I. \\'ith thousands 
.,f others in the church, can not \\'ith a 
clear l'"nscicnce indor~e the new doc­
trines that are nn\\' tempnrarilY in pow­
er. I am denier\ access tn th,: Herald, the 
J:.11siy11. and all church publications, am! 
barred from as manv of our 0\\'11 church 
pulpits a~ "Supremt.· Control" can suc­
ct·ed in closing against me, and again~~ 
11therc \\'ho contlnrl in a similar manner 
fur the "'faith once delivi:retl to the 
::-:a int~.··· 
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Let the saints be assured that, despite 
all rumors to the contrary, Elder James 
E. Yates is not fighting against the 
church. I am preaching exactly · the 
same things that I have preached in the 
public ministry of this church for twenty 
five years. It is for this, and because I 
refuse to add on these latest and newest 
doctrinal follies, that pulpits and church 
press are ordered closed against me. But 
larger doors for the proclamation of the 
truth of the gospel are opening to me, 
and I am happy in this service of our 
Lord. 

Some of our pastors are broad minded 
enough to open our church doors and 
pulpits to me in disregard of Supreme 
Control orders; noble men who dare to 
think for themselves and to take their 
chief counsel with powers that are high­
er than any man. May God bless them, 
and he does, and will. Other pastors 
are fearful of disobeying orders from 
higher up. They close our churches 
against me, one of their own brother­
hood. Then the Lord opens up other 
places to me in the same towns and 
cities, and I continue to speak His truth. 
One pastor left the matter to the con­
gregation to decide whether I might oc­
cupy the pulpit. They granted it almost 
unanimously, and I was informed there 
that if the church doors were closed 
against such things as I am preaching 
the people would build another structure 
where the truth might be heard. 

Here in Oklahoma City, "government 
by priesthood" took the matter in hand. 
They, the local priesthood, did not ask 
for any expression on the matter from 
the people, but proceeded to issue an 
order that the late general conference 
action shall not be mentioned in the 
pulpits here. Such a travesty upon 
justice and right should impel fair 
mintle<l people everywhere to rise up in 
holy indignation against such a disrupt­
ing thing as this terrible supreme doc­
trine has proven itself to he. 

Let us all be faithful to our Lord that 
he may use us for the accomplishment 
of his great purposes in the earth. 

\Vith happiness of service in a knowl­
edge of the truth, 

]AMES E. YATES. 

--+---

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
of The Reorganized Church 

...,-es. it is over, hut thl' reaction has 
started. One cannot chnp 11ff an im­
Jl<>rtant member of his hrnh· without en­
cntm,ering the painful resuits, and some­
timL'S th11se results are fatal. 

:\I en 1\·hn ha n· riroyen themselves 
giants in their calling \\"ere stricken 
,:mrn. and ior abs"luteh· tltl r,·;1snn what­
en·r. Even thl' so-calk:d ren;lation cited 
no cause f, 1r art ion. Tht·y \\"ere simply 
lJlind-fulded anrl krl to the ,,:affnltl. 

E, nja111in :\lci~ttirc, }anw- Kier, Israel 
Smith an,J Thnma;; \\'. \\':iliams. house,·:' 
hn;, ! n:m1es all of th,:m. \l'c-rc execute<),' 
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Iii· a Cunfere11el'. mam· of 1dw~e dele­
gutl'~ \\'c're hand picke,i and 1111 fairly ap­
pointed. led hy a le;u!l'r whu ,;aid long 

agf1: 
"I cannot \·iL•ld to the ,·uice II i the op­

position arni it 11·ill undoulitedly be a 
finish light. Eithl'r the opjHJsition 1d1ich 
has asserted iL,el i will lice, 1me supreme 
and tl.1e rest "f us eliminated. or Yice 
Ycrsa. 

:"\'othin~ c11nld han· been rn<>rL' hruta1. 
lt 1\a:i n,·;t a c.,nicn·ncL'. Lr \\'as a 
charnal huu,;c. Thl' i:ite o [ lhe Yic1ims 
had licc·n l1xcd. 

During- thl' discussion when the su,­
taiuing· of I:rn. :\lcCuire a11tl ltis Coun­
cilers was up. the gTL'at g-athering i11r 
,mcc was sobered !,y sympathy. a~ an 
a1·alant:hL' oi L·1·idc11n· 11·;t:; imn,dttced 
sh<>11·i11g· the• m1rtlii11css 11[ the men 
whi:m it 1va,; pn,pt1scd t11 decapitate. 
Only two 11nki11d speed1l's agains,t thL·i1· 
rcrcntirn1 were heart!, and t]l(ISC'. strange 
to say_ 11·c1·e fr11111 the llll'll 1.-hn later 
lig·nr~·d su pr,1minl'ntl)· in the oflicial 
n,J,es .,f tlH'ir ia!lc11 Yicti11b. 

\'t',. it 11·as at this s,ag·c ,·,r the tli,;­
cu;siun. whl'll _\I cc;uire. J..;:il'r, and 1,-;rael 
Smith ll'l'rl' S\1·cepi11g e1-erything lieinn~ 
them, that t11·n "f thc liie-long hc11ch­
me11 .,f the admi11i,;tratio11 mo1·l'd ,n re­
ier the• 1Yhuk matter to the Lnrd fo1· '.l 

re,;p1111Sl' thrnngh l'rl',;idl'nt F. :\J. Smith. 
Tl1t ,;L' men did lJl)t g-d the fll)nr in th,! 
rq:·11lar way. ht1t it made no differtrn>s'. 
Elbert wa, w-esiding and the rl'solution 
sul,mittul i11 11-riting· ll'a, 1\'e,lg:l'd inti> 
the di,;cnssio11 hy Lile' partiality "f the 
chairman. ThLT<'aftcr the ,li,cussi,n1 
n·ntc-rvd llJHHJ thl' re,;l)lu!i,m ot' refe:·· 
err nee. This 11·as carried 1111 i"r t11·" , ,r 
thru· speech,:,; 1rhl'11 anothc•r re,olt1Iirn1 
elo,ing th,• dcliate 11·a,; put up, and thi,;, 
tt, ... fn· th<· admi11i,tratinn i11rc•.·,;. 

\'n:,!le;s,; to ,a1·. tilt.' ,ottb oi Saints. 
,.,.l'I' sen,:itin:' t•) ;rhat mi .. ·ln !Jt· the W<'n! 
of the L,,nL n·.,pecl idly l;,j,I dn11:11 thl'i,· 
arm, :rn.f a11aited th,· ;!rf,ri•ramult "i 
hv,i 1·c·11. Therl' 11·,.t, i'"' iti 1·.:l y 11" 11t·e- i 
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uf such a reference. The Conie1·ence 
was making headway in the settlement 
of the matter. But the trouble was that 
e\'trything pointed to a sweeping victory 
for the man who has eyer stood a heroic 
warch-g·uard oYer the funds of the 
Church against one who would have 
gnrged himseli abnormally. 

Tht' vote of the people, on this qucs­
tiun \\'aS th,: one thing that the adminis­
tration feared. c\ revdation must be 
secured to turn the tide, antl that too, 
through the man \1·h" had threatened the 
climi11atiu11 uf his opponents. Could 
anything he more farcial? 

The cummunicatiun \Yhich followed 
naturally pursued the bent of the 
gnH1\·erl mind of the man 1d10 recei\·ed 
it, and :\[c(;uirc am! his associates 1\·erc 
slaughtered. l n additi,111. the doctrine 
ni Sup1·emc Directional Cnntrul in tht> 
hands of the !'residc11n· 1\·as decreed, 
with power to maintai11 · .. uq;anic sblidar­
ity" "only hy elfrctive discipline." 

The doctrine oi cflntinued re1·datinn 
ha,; e1·cr bel'n a prominent fllll' in the 
history of the church, and im·ariahly 
\\'hen a message £rum Cod has been re­
cein:'d it has uccasi .. nul rejoicing·, the 
wit11ess ui the Spirit l1ei11g ahundantly 
pourl'd out. llut there l\'as no such ef­
iusi,m 1111 thi5 occasil)n; r,nher the re-
1·erst·. It prnn1ketl l,mg and hitter rlis­
eussi11n. ,\.nd thi~ dbcussion reyerber­
ated on el'l'n· strl'et c,1rner and in eye1·v 
home. The ·secular prl'Ss was full of it. 

fnstead of uniting thl' Church it has 
liroken it asunder. :\!en of integrity, uf 
lung \'tars in the active ministn· .. de­
clan:rf emphatically they cnuld nc,:er re­
C('i1·c it. Thev "·ill refuse tu defend th•.' 
lJnctrine an,( Cm·enants which hcnce­
iurth bel'OlllL'S the repository ui this su­
callnl "word nf in,;piration." lf prophets 
:!lid tl1ei r m<·,sagL'S arc· to ht· known hy 
tl1vir iruits. then thl' iruib nf thl' !are 
rcn·lation is l1itter and di~tastdul. 

Therl' 1ras ,111ly ,111e speech irnlicating­
:1 r0li.sh of thl' n·n·latiun, am! that was 
i'r,1m th,• liri..; ,;i the s,m-in-law nf Llw 
l 'rL~id1:nt. "l{ealh· ," said he. "I thon~ht 
\1·e ~hnnld have g;1tten more." a rem;trk 
:hat JJrm·d:ed ;1 general ,-;mik. as e1·c·ry­
,n!L' had heard that the <lr,1Jm of certain 
111cmhers ni the Tll'eh·e hail been sl'ale,l. 
Th;, 1\·a ·, c"nstm1matL·rl in a fe\1· da v,. 
hm1T,·cr. in an eXl'Ctttion which tor 
,;heer cruelty is cnmparahle 1Jnly t,1 the 
g-uill11tine j11hs ot F1·cnch rcvolutionan 
ri111L's.-Jiu11 id .llacyr,'.1Jur. · 

ZION, THE GOLDEN AGE 
Synopsis of .c1 sennon delivered Sunday 

evening, Ma; 10, !.925. in the Church 
of Christ on tl1e Temple Lot 

Xo. 11ot the Zion to he. hut the one 
that 11·as. \\'c, in this agl', are apt lo 
rhink that we arL' liYing in the highest 
ci 1·il ized age n f all time; that ,n.· ha n, 
l•ren S'r<J\1·i11g and ad1·a11cing· fn,m th,· 
lir.:t: tint thl' t·ir,t lrnn1an pair l\'t·i·e 
little• 1no,re than !1arharian,. cln'.herl in 
g,,at ,:];in;;:. !l!' ,hc..:·p skins. 11r not dnthe,l 

:'.t alt; tlnr they lin·d in ,.-:n-e, and hnle., 

in the rocks, ate raw flesh, uncooked 
grain, berries and fruit; that their souls 
were wiid of music, poetry, or art, and 
that hooks were near! v three thousand 
ve,u-s a wa v. Hnw caine we. then, by 
these things, since a fountain can rise 
nu highe1· than its source? Has the 
st ream of hum;m life bel'n running up 
hill ? l ( God can inspire men now to 
sing- ,;piritual songs in perfect poetry, 
how comes it that human beings could 
nnt have been so mm·e,1 upon in their 
innocent state? 

If Juseph Smith liYec.l for no other 
reason than to havl' produced the In­
spired Version nf the Holy Scriptures, 
his liie 1rns well worth the li,·ing. That 
n·rsi, 111 of the Bihle gives an altogether 
different 1·iew of thl' flrsl ag-l' of the 
world than is a<lnicatecl hy the popular 
thnmg today. It declares that the fir_st 
age \1·as the goltlen age. That men 111 

that age had tht· hest scicncl' lwcause 
the\· n'Cl'i1·crl their knowledge clirect 
irnin c;rn] and tlw angels. and their con­
clusions \l'l'rl' nnt hased on wild guesses. 
The Creator was better ahll' tn tell thl'm 
the thinn·~ the\· lll'l'ded to know than one 
11 i his :reattirl'S. Hut tll!la v, 11-c take 
the mm! of the crl'aturc ah;,ut creation 
rather th all the 1\·11rrl , 1 f Grnl. 

. \ factCJry hand who pl'rhaps Ill'\·er 
sa \I' a country pl aCL' he fore ;md is too 
proud tn ask the farmer fn1- in innna­
ti1111, follm1·i11g thl' example ()j his scien­
rific friend, \\'CJu!d n·as11n thus; "This 
man. heY•n1tl anv tlCJnbt. huilt his cow 
~hed fir~t. 1yheJJ i,e had hut t11·0 touls. an 
aXL' and a spade. I l is wnrk prl)n;s it. 
I !is ideas were crndl' at i'1rst, as his first 
attempt .sh:111·s. I [ he had 11tlwr toul~ 
lw 1111t1ld ha\·e put up a heller l111ilding. 
He must han· lrnilt the granary hd,)rc 
Ii,: !tuilt his barn. ft1r it i~ !11:tter than 
tilt" cu11· ~hl'd. hnt not so ~"' Hl a~ the 
l,an1. 1l1erci,1re in p11inl of time 11·,· 11111st 
plan· thl' huilding o i the g-ranary l1c­
t1·:ee11 th<· 111'•>. The cunstnwtitJ11 of thl' 
l1ar11 prd':',.1· tha• ii 11111st han' hc·n1 
l'l'<'t:ted. '1fter the granary. wlie11 the 
farmer had llltJre L'XJ>LTi,·11L'L', a11d had 
,kn·l()n(·d m,,re aLilit\'. Last 11i all. the 
i:mnL'l: must han· lniilt hi,; h,,tbl' after 
Luilding hi~ l1arn, heca11sL· it is a lil'tkr 
stn1Ct11re. The man':-: progress can ,cas;]y 
ht· dt-tt'lTJJi11cd ln· till' :--illCCC~~i \'L' ~;tag"L':"\ 
,Ji hi., \\'t1rk." · 

! f,,.1· llltll'h that s11rn1ds like the thellrv 
lli tht· pr11tupla,lll, the tadpnk. the frng, 
the l1ird. the animal. tli1· ape, the mi~sin).: 
Jin].:. an 1 ti11alll· m:t11. all in .sun-1"ssin, 
-·a.!..!·,,,, awl tl1e.c1111clu,;i1111 in "nl' ct,l' is 
~Ju nti a~ 1neri1cri11ti:-:. a~~ in thl' t itlier. ~\~ 
a ma•kr 11f iact. the rnlc· i~ tlnt the 
farmer liuild, llis h11us,· tir:'t, · hi, barn 
next, th,:n his .~n111ary and till.' c,,11· siled.· 
Tilt· iach al,,,nt till' creatin11 an· n·ry 
similar. 

.. J,ut I, t/11' 1-,•rr/ 1;11,/ . .-;t,,t!,,.·, ,,111! //,,·re 
7.i..'t'llf U/' o 111ist fn11J1 il!l· l'i:rtit, and 
,, a'tT,·d //,,· ·,,,J,u/,· iuc, n_f tJr,, .,Jrrmud. 

.·I/Id I. th, I.or,/ (;,,,!. /or;t:,·il 111,1:1 (rr>//1 
1/i,' d111-/ of ti,,· ,1ro1111d. mu{ hrc,1/h,·d ia-



to his nostrils the breath of life; a11d 
man became a liz•i11u soul: the first flesh 
11}011 the earth, the first 111a11 also:'' 
Genesis ] :7, 8, I. T. 

Xot the CU\\" shed first. hut the dweU­
ing huuse. Xot the tadpole, the frog_, 
the lish. nur the 111(lllke\· first, hut the 
man. .\Ian was the "Jirsi flesh 11po11 the 
c11rt/z." .\Ian cuultl not, therefo1·e, haYe 
s1ir1mg in ,m the lowe1· animal. because 
the physical man was created first. 

The fiat 11 f the .\!mighty was that 
CYerythi11g must produce a tter ''its !.'ind.'' 
That command attaches to everv act of 
creation mentioned in Genesi~. The 
monkey cuuld not pruduce the "missing 
link." nor the 111issing- link produce a 
man, anrl \\'hat is more, it i;; not being 
done llO\\'. 

.·\!..!:ain. llilw crnnes it that it tonk lint! 
eighty 111illiu11 years to produce a rna:1, 
hut he Clll1ld make a \\'umau \\·hile c\rlam 
sf L'i't? 

Do latter day saints belieYe God. or 
not? Do Lhey helieve the Inspired Ver­
sion, or not? l f not. wll\· are thcY in 
the chun:h? Instead of try-ing to chimgc 
this d1t1rd1, \Ylff not "'" \\'here the\· be­
long, and he in ·s, >111c ,';;_her churchf 

Thl' fulloll'ing resolution was intrn­
dm:t'd in the joint se,sion "f the seyen­
tics at the late gcneral C()Jl fcrence of the 
Rt·orµ;anizcd Church. ancl was alsu sent 
lo the other quorums: 

"h't'.wl.:•,·d: Tltat 1w i11s/n1c!ors b,· 
c111j>l,1_\'t'd to l,'aclt the _\'outh of 1/zc 
Clwrcl1 at c:-n1c,·la11d C 'ollcae ,elco du 110/ 
bc/.'c,•,· Ilic r,·cord. of ,.-r,·,1ti;JJ1 i11 lite first 
1-,,•o tftafli'rs ,,f G,·11,·sis iu t/Jc l11sf'ir,·d 
l __ ·,,·rsi,;u of lfi,, Holy Scrip~urcs, and he 
it ;'11rtlza Ncs,,1,,,,f: Tli,!t iltc tn1s/,'ts 
of· ( ;r,1,·,'111nd ,o/l,·1F b,· i11struclct! to 
,·111Jil,•y 11111y s11,'/1 /',Tsnus i11 u11r cd11ca­
ti<111al inslit11tio11 ,,·fws,· bdfrf ,:[!recs 
,,·ith th,· ,tho,·,· Ne.w/11!:'1111." 

The rt·~o!uti<1n 11·,·11!<1 <l<>uhtlc~,.; han' 
hcen arloptl'd In· a t1u1 thirds 11iain1·itv. 
ftut it l\";i;; Cl"ll\\_-<kd lllll. for Jack ()f time. 
1111til Jll·xt· c1111 tLTL·ncc'. The rcsolutio11 
r!"es not at temp'.. t11 say 1\·hat theoric:-; 
~hall lh· studied, hut \1·lrn shall teach 
them. ( ltl<' 1\"11•1 lidi,·1·,·,; the account of 
thl' crL·ati,111 as taught in thv ln.,pired 
\- ersi11a will tn· (11 ac.h·ance rc:t~<>ns to 
support it. ll'hil;" 1111 the oilier li:md. ,me 
,1·ho rl11c-s n,,t hdic·1·,, it is 110: g·Ding tu 
ddend it. 

:\I\' m·xt ll'ill disni.,s lhc opportumt1es· 
<,i the lir;;1 hmnan pair t,, acquire r:or­
reet k1Hn\'lt·1lge.-J. fl~. l'i·!t'rs,111. 

---··+-·----··· 

ISRAEL, A WAKE! 
"!;;rad a1,ah· from thy lung ,;iien' 

~lumber. 
:--,hakl' 1111' thL' icttcT;; that hound thl'e su 

lung; 
Cha:11, of 11ppr"s~i11J1 ! 1n·'II break tl1l'm 

:t.,t1lldt':-. 
. \11,l j11in \1·ith the nu1,,,1111ed 111 \·ictorv', 

song! 
.\ri.-e: i,,r th(, timv Ins r.··•llll'. 
! ,,:-a, I lllt!31 g·a'.!1cr l111me. 
1 li.l:."h 1·11 :lte n1t11u1t;:.i11:- dit· en~ig-n \\·c· 

~-~I.': 
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Fallen is the Gentile power, 
Soon will its reign he u'er, 
T\'rants must rule no more 
Israel is Free !-Selected. 

There is nut a latter ,lay saint in all 
the 1nJrld 11·ho has heard the above 
\Hirds rumble forth in thunderous tone 
by a people under the powe1: of the spirit 
of God, hut \\'ho has been ahl e tu get 
a glimpse u t the freedom that )s ~o 
spiritedly mani fe,;t in the 1rnrds o t this 
sung-. 

:--nreh· it is a time fur "Israel to 
a\Yake -from thy long silent slumber.'' 
( rom the lethogary of seli security all(] 
the feelin" that ali's \\'ell in Zion. Sure­
Jy it is time for Israel to he cleanser! 
{rom the hlonll of this generation hy 
putting on the garments of rightcou\ 
ness and putting- ,m the breast plate or 
faith and the helmet ui salYatiun, for 
the time for action is at hand. ·Tht· 
time has come when \\'C shuuld ari Sl' and . 
"shake off the frtters that ha\'e !Jound 
us sir lung." The_ fetters ui man-macle 
creeds, great professions and little deeds. 
priest c1·ait and many a strong Haxeu 
con! that the e1·il onl' has used to make 
US prisoners, "chains . of oppre~sion." 
Yes. "l;, ,ver 11 m en t by priesthnnrl" 
1 cr;~it i. is the downfall o i all pe<Jple 
who tolerate it; who pnt their trust in 
the arm 11i flesh rather than in the 
poll'er of Gnd. \ Vhen you safrguanl 
\"Ulff interest bv the l'Xercise of your 
;,,~cnc1·. y11u ll'iil nut he ci1-cumscril!e_d 
1,,· qppre,sin• la11·s, for \\"here .men tail 
to e":.:-e1-cise the agency that {.;q,l haci 
!!il·l'n rhem. (he,· 1·ielrl their liberty int" 
tlw hands o i tm;;crupulous men. · Th is 
111rirL' than annhing- el,;c i,; the rea_.;1111 
that llll'll

0

S miri,b are iettererl and hound 
wi h chains to the fal,;e d, >ctrinl's am! 
pra;tic:l's ,1 i men. "Chains n f oppres·· 
si,:n !" \\T

0

1l hrrnk them a,:unrlL•r. I-In,\·? 
In- ;l1l' ]:<'\Yer nf God made m·111tte~t 
1ln1ugh Hi~ S,m. _lesd's Christ. Thrnugh 
l-1 i,; - leadership. Thn 1u!.!'11 nlll'dience ,, > 

Hi_-; cnmmarn1s i01· ll't' 11111,,t !Jaye with­
in u, dw mind that 1yas in Christ. \ \'" 
must enthrum· ,;nd in thl' place \\"here he 
helnngs. He alone i:' Sttpn'me I He 
al,,111:- can direct us thrnugh thl' mani-
f es:at:un c:f his \\'ill. \Ve must gl't our­
sl'iYL'." in nm:litinn: th,tt as Christ harl 
norhing l'lsc in hi,; mind ·lJur the \\·ill oi 
the Father s" we als<J sl11111!d ke,~p unr 
minds Jixed steadfast un Him that as 
He shall C<Jl11trtarnl the \\'a\', l\'l' :,;ho,tld 
go. Thniugh this means, a;1d this alone 
1\-iil 11·e he ahle to hre:ik the chain"' n r 
r1l)JTessh11 •hat han• hound us so long. 
OnJ,· thrnug·h this means \1-ill bt· lie afile 
1{) "i·,'11 with the ra11,<Jl11l'd in Yir1nr,-\; 
,ong.'.' How 11·011dC:'riul the inspiratim1 
that crnnes through this mc:s,;ag-e. \\'hat 
g:rl'at [Lipe it holds uut to ns. I.et n.; 
en'l'r into our herit~:g·l'. ( ;nd is calling·. 
T11e Snirit S'l\ s. "cnmc ... Truly 1·,e nm~t 
" \_ ,.: ,,,: fnr the time ha;; come hracJ lEllSt 

r,·,rhu· hon:e Hid1 ,·n lhe mr>u11tai11, the 
·,.11,·'r··n 11·t· ,c.._. ... ·\\'hat is it? \\"h:tt drte~ 
i ;,;,nenl; .\h, it is tht· st:rndarrl that 
Chri,ct sr't up thnmgh hi,, sulT<'ring as lw 
c::i::k·-;_ h:C- 1,:dniul. cruel way up rhe 
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mount of Calvary, \\'hich was done at the 
cost oi his uw11 bloud. Look up, 1hy 
friends: Ji ft your heads aho\'e the petty 
things ui liie-; shade your eyes from the 
IT!are and glitter uf this world's splendor 
:ml look ~tp. l;et a clear Yision of the 
l'nsign high on the mountain, that was 
placed there at so great a cost, that you 
ma\" nut stand lw and suffer the wodd of 
science, philosoilhy. and learning to cast 
filth and rubbish upon that Ensign. Then 
o·o a \1·a \' with a firm determination that ;.ou \;·iii get in cluser communion with 
Christ uur leader that yuu may know the 
will ni the Father. 

J,;i-ael a\\"ake ! The time ui \'Uttr c.leliv­
erancL' is at hand. Uhscn·e · that the 
po1rers oi the great natiuns of the l'artlt 
are cnuuhling. Disiutegratiou is setting 
in. Truh· Babdun the Great is falling, 
and j,-; become - the habitation of devils; 
and the huld of t•,·e1·,· foul spirit and a 
cage of L'\'ery t111cleai1 and hateful bird. 
EH-r\'\d1en' we see the tendency to 
discr~·dit thl' \\'ord uf God, to discredit 
the cli1·i11itv of man's origin, to di.,credit 
the di\'in it~· n i Christ. 011;· leader. "Come 
<·ut uf her," uh ],-;rad! Shake off your 
ietters. Uc not 1,artakers of her sins 
that YL' recl'in· nut "f her plagues, for 
l_;r,d ;!"th indeed r,·member her iniquity 
and ll'ill rLTOl11pense unto her double for 
al I hl'i· ,,in,;. for ~hL· ,hall s,rr,n lTaSL' to 
rule oYer the earth i11r as it is written 
":;;non will its reign lie over.'' "Tyrants 

. must rule 1111 m11rl'.' 0 inr the great God 
has ,vt i11 motion the powers that wi!I 
,!estrny Bahylnn with its powers of des­
j)llti,;m. tyranny, and oppn·ssion. Soo:i 
shall n·e see the stn11e that was cut out of 
the mom1tain without hands roll forth 
until it shall !ill the \\'hnlc earth. awl we 
shall truh· hl' ahle 1,, testi fr that the 
1:ingrlom/oi this \n,rlcl hare hecome the 
kingdom uf uur 1_;,,,1_.. "Israel is Frt'L'," 

· -C. L. J/"hccrto11. 
- .._._._.,_ 

WHAT ARE THE BRETHREN 
DOING? 

l!rothcr I Jtt:i Fe:tillg. in :ilkhigan. is 
<·lllhu.,ias'.icalh· a' ,,·,1rk for the Church. 
lh- has heen ;{;:p ,:1;tt·d tn labor as a mis~ 
<onar~: in that :,;a1,· till m·.xt conference. 

IJ e has al,o bl'ell appninted 111 act a;; 
hishnp"s ag-1·11t in tlw ·,ame tidd. He is 
aw.hori,:ed tfl n·n i1,: tith<'.-; and offerings 
fur which a JTce'pt in triplicate 1rill be 
i ssuecl. 

l!n,thl.'r D:rni,·I .\l.tcgregm· 1, l1app:: 
,rnd hn,,y. 11,· i~ h11lding· meetings in 
the theatff ar ihl'll ll'ith g-ootl intl'rest 
and tillL' crn11',b. '.:,ume arc readv for 
liar,: ism, anrl ,,. hn,, al'l' thinkirn/ seri-
rmsl_Y. · 

..,_,_ - ·-

Elder S;unnl'l \ \'11ud 1.1 f Fresno. 
fon1ia ha~ lie,·n n':,:·ed in charge ,if . 
\\'ork at that uhu.'<' :illd af,,,, 111 ,lo mi"s'­
:-;'onan 1\·11ri, 'in I he state; else\\'here i11 
h's i,~,ll' Ifill lw ;,.ttlid a· news dipyiing 
ir<>m ,t lot:al papl'r ,hmring that he is 
l!',!,.mi iyinr~ liis , ,f1ict· at that place. 



Page 6 ZION'S ADVOCATE 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

i ARTICLES OF FAITH AND PRACTICE ! I of the i 
i CHURCH OF CHRIST i 
i We believe in God the Eternal Father, who only is Supreme; Creator of the universe; Ruler and Judge of all; ~ 
~ unchangeable and without respect of persons. ~ 
!=~!!-- We believe in Jesus Christ the manifestation of God in flesh, who lived, suffered, and died for all mankind; !! __ i_ 

whom we own as our only Leader, Witness and Commander. . ' 
We believe in the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Truth, the Comforter, which searcheth the -deep things of God, 

!! brings to our n1inds things .which are past, reveals things to come, and is the medium by which we receive the ~ 
=._: revelation of Jesus Christ. i!!_ 

We believe that men will be pw1ished for their own sins and not for Adam's transgression, and that as a 

-

~- consequence of the atonement of Christ "all little children are alive in Christ, and also all they that are without !!.:_ 
the law. For the power of redemption cometh on all they that have no law; wherefore, he that is not condemned, 

iii or he that is under no condemnation, can not repent; and unto such, baptism availeth nothing;'' (Moroni 8:25, 26.) ~ 
~ We believe that through the atonement of Christ all men may be saved by obedience to the laws and ordi- i 
~ nances of the Gospel; viz. : F3.ith in God and in the Lord J esµ.s Christ; Rep~ntance and Baptism by immersion ~ 
;~ for the remission of sins; Laying on of Hands for: (a) Ordination; (b) Blessing of Children; (c) Con- ~ 
,iil firmation and the Gift of the Holy Ghost; (d). Healing of the Sick. !! 
;" We believe in the literal .second coming and millennial· reign of Jesus Christ; in the Resurrection of the !! I Dead, and in Eternal Judgment; that men will be rewarded or punished according to the good or evil they may i 
- have done. . , • j We believe in the powers and gifts of the everlasting Gospel; viz.: the word of wisdom; the word of j 

knowledge; the gift of faith; the gift of healing; working of miracles; prophecy; discerning of spirits; divers 
kinds of tongues; interpretation of tongues. 

'Ne believe the fruits of the spirit to be love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek­
ness and temperance. 

We believe that in the Bible is contained the word of God; that the Book of Mormon is an added witness for 
Christ, and that these contain the "fulness of the gospel." 

We believe in the principle of continuous revelation; that the canon of scripture is not full, that God in­
spires men in every age and among all people, and that He speaks when, where, and through whom He may choose. 

We believe that where there are six or more regularly baptized members, one of whom is an elder, there 
the Church exists with full power of church extension when acting in harmony with the law of God. 

- · We believe that a man must be called of God by revelation, and ordained by those having authority, to enable -i him to preach the gospel and administer the ordinances thereof. ~ 
~ We believe in the same church organization as existed in the time of Christ and his apostles. The highest ~ 
i office in the church is that of an apostle, of whom there al"e twdve, who constitute special witnesses for Jesus !! 
!l Christ. They have the missionary supervision and the general watchcare of all of the churches. ~ 
~ The primary function of the general church, of which _each local church is a component part, is missionary !l 
!l and the building up and extension of the kingdom of God m all the world. ~ 
i 'vVe believe that local churches should govern their own affairs, and that general church officials should not ~ 
j dominate or interfere therewith. On invitation such general officers may, with propriety, give counsel and assist- !l 
~!! ance. Local congregations are subject to the Articles o £ Faith and Practice, and must be governed thereby. !l 
!i! 'vVe believe the Church of Christ comprehends the true brotherhood of man where each esteems his brotl1er ~ 
!i! as himself and wherein the divine command to "love ~our neighbor as yourself" is demonstrated by the preva- =:_;_ 

~ lence of social equality. ' -
!l vVe believe tliat all men are stewards under God and answerable to Him not only for the distribution of ~ 
=-~- accumulated wealth. but for the manner in which such wealth is secured. The primary purpose of stewardship is :_;; __ 

not the increase of church revenue or the mere contribution of money by those who have to those who have not, 
!_ but to bring men to a realization of the common fatherhood and the universal brotherhood of man 111 all the affairs !l 

and expressions of life, and to majt,1tain such social adjustment that each may enjoy the bounty and gifts of God, ~ 
~ and be free to exercise his talents and ability to enrich the life of alL ~ 
!l \Ve believe that men should labor for their own supp01-t and that of their dependants. Ministers of the gospel ~ 
~ are not absolved from this responsibility, but when chosen or' app?inted by the church to devote their entire time !l 
~ to missionary work. their families are to be provided for out ot the general church ftmds. The admonition of !_ 
!i! Christ that the ministry should not provide purse or scrip for their journey, but go trusting in God and the 
~ people, is applicable. ~ 
• \\' e believe that the temporal affairs of the general r.hurch are to be administered by the general bishopric ;_ 
i!,! under the snpe1-vision and direction of the general conferences of the church. The temporal affairs of the local i! 

churches ~hall he administered by local bishops under the supervision and direction of the local congregations. :!!: 
~ \Ve believe that marriage fa ordained of God, and that the law of. God provides for but one companion in 
~ wedlock for either man of woman. In case of a breach of this covenant the innocent one mav remarrv. ~ 
~ \V'e are oppnsed to \\~ar. ~Jen are not justified in taking up .arms against their fello,vs exc~pt as a fast resort ~ 
~ in defense of their lives and to preserve their liberty. ~ 
~ \Ve believe in the literal gathering of Israel. and in the restoration of the ten lost tribes. ~ 
~ \Ve believe a temple will. be built in this generation, in Independence, Missouri, wherein Christ will reveal ~ 
J himself and endow his servants whom he chooses with power to preach the gospel in all the world to every ~ 
; . kindred, tongue, and people, that the promises of God to Israel may be fulfilled. ~ 
!i! \Ve belie,·e that a New Jerusalem shall be built upon this land "unto the renmant of the seed of Joseph." ~ 
~ (Ether (1:6-8; III Ner>hi 10:1-4). "\vhich city shall be built, beginning at the Ten1ple lot." (Doc. and Cov. 83:1.) ~ 
~ \V~ believe that ministry_ ~nd 1111:mbcrship sl:10uld a~stain fr?1:1 the use of tobacco. intoxicating liquors an~I ~ 
~ narcotics. and should not affiliate w1th any society which adm1111sters oaths or covenants in conflict with the ~ 
~ law of God, or which interferes with their duties as freemen and citizens. !i! 
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GOD GIVE US MEN 
By T. W. Williams 

In an editorial which appeared in the 
Saint's Herald for January 28th, among 
other things I said: 

"We are fighting over again the issues 
of the Reformation; the right of con­
science; the right of free expression; 
the right to worship God without priest­
ly dictation or official coercion. The 
situation calls for men courageous and 
unafraid, men who are willing to stand 
up and be counted ; men who will not 
surrender their manhood or barter away 
their birthright for a mess of pottage; 
men who are willing to have their naJ:neS 
cast out as evil and who will hazard 
everything even to life itself to preserve 
the rights of the people. 

And this observation is as true now 
as before or during the conference. The 
valiant, manly effort on the part of the 
delegate and ex-officio minority to pre­
serve the right, stands out as a beacon 
light of God-fearing, law-respecting men 
everywhere. One of the painful aml 
disappointing things of this conference 
was to witness men who had loudly de­
nounced the wrongs against which we. 
fought surrender one by· one, and stand 
over with the other side. This was the 
only real blow which we received during 
the entire' conference. But despite all 
this let me repeat: 

"We must carry on in God's own wa)' 
and with a firm and steadfast faith that 
God, who restored the gospel in the 
beginning with all of its attendant powers 
and blessings; and who sustained the 
remna~t during the dark and cloudy day 
followmg the apostacy of 1844, will still 
maintain his own cause and continue to 
bless the labors of those who remain 
true to the faith once delivered to the 
saints." 

Let us remember that. error is oftimes 
more victorious than truth; that sincer­
ity and integrity have been worsted by 
.intrigue and conspiracy, and that truth 
has no chance against organized per­
versity and prejudice. Aticl here I am 
reminded of a poem which clearly indi­
cates our need. It is entitled "The Need 
of the Time." 

"God give us men. A time like this 
demands 

Great hearts, strong minds true faith 
and willing hands, ' 

Men whom the lust of office does not 
kill, 

Men whom the spoils of office can not 
buv· 

Men ,vh~ possess opinions and a will; 
Men who have honor, men who will not 

lie· 
For wl~ile the rabble, with their thumb­

worn creeds, 
Their large professions and their little 

deeds, ' 
Wrangle in selfish strife-lo Freedom 

weeps, 
\i\Trong rules the land and waiting justice 

sleeps." 

ZION'S ADVOCATE 

And as I recall the conference and its 
results I am inspired by this tribute 
which Lowell the poet gave to Wendall 
Phillips .• 

He stood upon the world's broad thres-
hold; wide 

The din of battle and of slaughter rose; 
He saw God stand upon the weaker side 
That sank in seeming loss before its 

foes; 
Many there were who made great haste 

and sold 
Unto the coming enemy their swords ; 
He scorned their gifts of fame, and 

power, and gold, 
And underneath their soft and flowery 

words 
Heard the cold serpent hiss; therefore 

he went 
And humbly joined him to the weaker 

part 

Fanatic named, and fool, yet well con­
tent 

So, he could be the nearer to God's heart. 

Let us keep step with the revelation 
of God to our own souls, .mv comrades. 
Better to be compelled to live on a crust 
and cruse of water than to surrender for 
place or position or emolument. If ther.e 
ever was a time in all of the historv of 
the church that God needed men, • real 
men, it is now. Stand forth as -a man, 
my fellow, and. God and good men will 
hail you as Comrade and friend. 

WOOD TO LEAD CHURCH 
BRANCH 

Resigned Pastor of Latter Day Saints 
Tells Why He Quit Pulpit 

Re-echoing the war waged at the 
worlchvide conference of the Reorgan­
ized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints held last April in Indepen­
dence, l\fo., civer the power of President 
Frederick 1vI. Smith, Elder Samuel W oocl 
preached his last sermon in the local 
branch of the church vesterclav on the 
purposes for which the church· was or­
ganized. 

Elder Wood resigned as pastor of the 
local church last January. 

He declared that he will organize an­
other church in Fresno to he known as a 
branch of the Church of Christ of Inde­
pendence, Mo., his appointment to do so 
having been approved at headquarters 
of the church, according to a telegram 
received from Clarence L. \Vheaton, pre­
siding elder. 

Explaining his withdrawal from the 
Latter Dav Saints Church, Elder Wood 
declared "President Smith now has su­
preme control over both the spiritual and 
financial affairs of the church, and this 
theory of chtrrch governmen11 clashes 
with all the truths I have ever known; 
therefore, I can not and will not support 
it."-:c-Frcsno Bee, May 18, 1925. 
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MEETINGS ON THE TEMPLE 
LOT 

T. W. Williams has been holding a 
series of meetings on the Temple Lot 
the past week. The attendance has been 
excellent. We believe that our readers 
will be interested 'in reading a short 
synopsis of the sermons preached. We 
present same herewith. 

Brother Williams is well known to 
Latter Day Saints throughout the world. 
He has been a prominent minister in the 
Reorganized Church for some thirty­
eight years. During the last year he 
took exception to the doctrine of gov­
ernment through priesthood among, but 
not of, the people, and supreme direction­
al control and effective discipline in the 
hands of the Presidency over all of the 
administrative affairs of the church. 

Brother Williams \states that, "The 
Presidency singled him out and sought 
to make an example of him by demand­
ing that he retract, come UI1der the rod, 
or resign." He further states that, "The 
issue was taken into the conference and 
under the influence of the Presidential 
whip the conference refused to sustain 
him. He has refused to bow to the 
Presidency, rejects the document ori 
church government passed by the confer­
ence, and affirms that the document pre­
sented by President Smith, as a revela­
tion, is purely a human instrument. 

In these meetings he is telling the 
p·eople what he believes are the real 
teachings of the great Latter Dav Work. 
Monday night he spoke on, "A Defini­
tion of God." He read the nineteeth 
Psalm, and John, fourth chapter, twentr · 
fourth verse as his text and said in part: 

Men ·throughout the ages have .been 
attempting to define God. Robert G. 
Ingersoll has said, ''An honest God is 
the noblest work of man." This mav 
sound blasphemous to some, but there 
is a modicum of truth therein. Idolatry 
is the hardest thing to eliminate from the· 
human mind and heart. Men instinc-· 
tively worship the thing which is beyond'. 
their conception. In the days when nien: 
manufactured gods they endowed them 
with the passions and appetites and de-· 
sires whidi were dominant within them­
selves. --, 

It is a long, long way from the old 
anthropological god to the mo cl er ti 
concept. It is said there are only two 
books where we can learn anything about 
God-the book of nature, and the Bible. 
A French infidel remarks, "Nature know 
no such ioolery as forgiveness of sins.'' 
Yet the whole impulse of Nature is to 
forgive sins. The oyster and the pearl 
are the greatest evidences of forgive­
ness of sins. 

The god of the deist will not suffice: 
He _is too far away. The. pantheistic 
god 1s too much mixed up in his universi;. 
We must have a God who is over and 
within his universe, one who is ()IJUli-
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present, omniscient, and transcendent. 
God is not an cnlaq;cd man. He is .not 
a maid-of-all-work, not something which 
,ve can pull down to serve our CLmYeni­
ence. 

lt mav he a,ked. where is God? I 
can but · answer, Gud is that something 
i11 our experiences wh'en what ,ve lose 
is as a woman ,rho has lost her virtue. 
She may by e,·ery k11own artifice seek 
to disguise her lack, but to no purpose. 
The presence of G0tl is conceiYable by 
all those whn desire to know him. 

''God is that Presence,.. as 'vVords­
worth ~ays, "11·hich disturbs 011e with the 
joy n f eleYated thought and impels each 
and all to the expres~ion of the best in 
life.'. 

Tuesday night, Drnther \\'illiams 
spoke on the subject, "Jesus Christ, Our 
Only Leader, \Vitness. and Commamler.'' 
I-le took for his text, l.,aiah 55 :4 and 
Luke 4 :6-21. He said, itsus Chdst is 
God mani fe,t in flesh. i-le is God an,.l 
man in perfect blend. .l\Iuch ado has 
been made in the world over the doc­
trine of the \'irgin birth. If we argue 
that lesus is the Christ because he was 
born ·of the virgin Mary, we make our 
position absurd. If Christ is God he 
was Goel he fore he 1Yas born, else he is 
nut God at all. I would prefer to nrg:~ 
that the birth of Jesus "\Vas predicated on 
his preilivinity than to assert that he 
was diYine because of the manner in 
which he \\'as horn. 

Jesus possessed no handicap. \ Vhen 
he came into the flesh he subjected him­
sel £ to the limitations thereof. Judg­
ment was taken awav from him. He 
learned obedience by· the things which 
he suffered. He came into the flesh in 
-order that he might become in Yery 
deed and example unto us. He does 
not say Go! He says, Come! He has; 
not asked man to t;nrlerg-o any experi­
ence which he himseli did not meet and 
overcome. 

It is not enough tn say that we know 
that Jesus is the Christ. The real pm·­
pose of Christianitv is to hrini.r men to 
knmY him and thr';_mgh that 1;10,declge 
to reinterpret the Hfe and purpose 0£ 
J esns in their own lives. The supreme 
motiYe of Jesus was love. He base<! 
his ll'adership on luve. Serdce to hu­
manity was to him a passion. He 
thought more of men than things. He 
love,.! and served men because the\· 
needed him. · 

The urgent need of the church tod:t}' 
is to put away its idoiatrv and to en­
throne Jesus Christ as Le,ider, \fitness, 
and Commander and to be will ino- tn 
follow him in all the affairs of Ii f:;_ 

\V ednesday night. Brother Williams 
spoke on, "\Vl10 \Vrote the Creeds all(! 
\Vhy.'' He took for his text, :.fatt. 
15 :l-~l. ,\s an introduction. he read the 
s~atement of .-\braham Lincoln wherein 
he _said, "\\'henever any church will in­
scr)be <}\·er its altar, as its sole qualifi­
cat1011 for membership, the Savior's con­
densed statement of the substance O f 
both Law and Gospel, 'Thou shalt love 

ZION'S ADVOCATE 

the Lord thy God with all thy heart, aml 
with all tin- soul. and with all tin- mind 
and thy neighbor as thyself;· that· churcl~ 
I will join with all mv heart and with 
all mv ;;oul. ·• • 

He· said: "Christ never formulate, I 
an_v creed. He neve1· wrote anv Articles 
of Faith. He had nothing t~ do with 
thcoology. He came not to write a 
theory of Ii fe, but to I in a Ii f e. He 
heliew<l in the Gospel of deeds, not ab­
stract theories. .\.ll the creeds arc hu­
man. The ,1·orltl would be infinitely bet­
ter uff if all man-made creeds wer~ dis­
carded. Creeds were written to make 
her.etics of those \\·ho would not accord 
thereto. .\ council met and decided that 
certain things were true. .-\11 those who 
dill not accord to the decision were 
gi:·en the alt_ernative of ag-reeing .there­
with. or bemg excommunicated. Ex­
communication then mea11t death. 

All truth is dynamic. It can not be 
static .. Truth is always unfolding. V\-c 
grow 111 grace and further knowledge ot 
the truth. Our idea of God torlay will 
not measure up with our concept of God 
a year hence; that is. if we are in cor­
respondence with Got!. If 1 were tu 
~vrite a creed l would get a sheet of 
toobcap paper I the term is suggestive), 
I. wnulcl get a sott lead pencil with a 
lllg rubber on one end, 1 would thus be 
ahlc to amend, change, or erase at pleas­
ure. This is the onlv wav in which 
creeds should be written, if ,,;;.itten at all. 

Definitions are always inadequate. 
Epitomes of Faith can, at best onlv be 
approximate. The decision of ~ coitncil 
or a general conference does not make 
any proposition true. Such decision _is, 
at best, only a barometer which indicated 
the sentiment of a group. A church 
council decided the earth was fiat. That 
did not make it so. \Ve should not be 
~n much concernerl about the authority 
tor truth as we are truth for authorit\;, 

Je~us Christ proposed a simple stat~­
ment of relationship which each a11<l 
every man or woman could easily under­
~tancl and laid this down as the ·basis of 
iellowship. And this statement com­
P,rehended the Fatherhood of God, the 
Lrotherhood of man, the infinite value 
of the l:uman ;;oul ancl the conception 
o_f the kmf;dom of God-a kingdom of 
nght relat10nship. 

I woullt! simplify the essential thino-s 
which it is required that men shoulrl ~~­
ccpt in order to be aclmitterl into the 
~-?mmtminn of the church fo1· I believe 
1_! men arc willing to express a belief in 
L,od. and to accept Jesus Christ as the 
m,m1 festation of God in the flesh and tn 
acconl to his interpretation of life as 
expressed in the gospel that this in itsel.f 
~hould admit one into communion and 
tellnwship of the church. 

These meetings will continue for two 
~vee~s or longer as the interest seems to 
JUSt1fy. 

NOTICES 
At the conference of the elders of the 

Church o_f Christ held in Independence, 
l\Io., Apnl 20, 1925, Elder Daniel Mac-

grcgor was appointed in charge of the 
mi:;sionary work of the church for the 
present year. .\rldrcss him at Indepen-
dence. :.lissouri. · 

-------
A DREAM 

:,lam· months before the late Gen­
eral c;Jntercnce my mirnl was greatly 
disturbed .. and my soul anti spirit were 
stirred with great anxiety o,·er the con­
trnYe1·~y ill t];e church respecting church 
go1·ernmcnt. I was ;-cry anxiuu, to be 
on the side oi the right. During the 
first week of the General Conference 
the contnJYersy was :-trong and spirite<l. 
lt w·a,; a time of great m1xiety. There 
,,·as mttch distress. restless minds, weep­
ing, and praying hy man,·. \\'hen,. tl1e 
Wlte \Ya,; taken un tJfe ques.tion of church 
g,wernment on Satunla 1· a fternnun i/1,f ,; 
\pril 11th, th(}Se that t\i~J not favor S~' 
preme Directional Control \\'ere greatly 
disturbed antl clistres::ed, thinking that 
the Church had taken a decidedly wrong 
1':':',ve. t!n retiring for the night it '~. 
1h!i1cult 1ur me to sleep. l lay awaR:e, 
thinking arn l praying and wee pin~ ''for 
the cunditinn of the chtu-ch until a late 
hour. ,\wakening ahottt five o'clock in 
the morning, the following dream was 
fresh and \'i vid in my mimL 

I. had been travelling on a passenger 
tram. going in a southern direction. The 
train was making slow speed. It came 
to a switch and took a left hand turn onto 
a :-id\.'. track. At thi;; moment,-'-! am 
not able to account for the fact that I 
was outside of the train, some shurt dis­
tm1ce behind the engine, luoking at the 
engine. I could see one of the driYe 
,,·heels with nearlv all the flang-e hroken. 
:C.ly impression ,,:as that the ti·ain could 
not contimw with a broken wheel. Still 
looking at ·the engine, I saw this wheel 
wobbling, ant! a mnment later the wheel 
and that side of the engine left the track. 
The wheel went hub deep in the "" tt 
earth. am! the train c;:i.me to a foll ,;top. 
At thb moment of my dream; I obsenetl 
~ well equipped pa;;scnger train cnming 
trom the s,ime riirection and stopped 
alongside of the train with the crippled 
engine. This train ,,·as on the main 
line. :.Iy first impressim{ wa~ with 
much anxiety to c,mti·nuc 111\' iuurnev 
and reach my clestinati n. I mf;,.c;l a fe,v 
steps toward the newlv arri\·ed train 
and \\·ith a lnml n,ice: 1 ;;houted for 
permis~_ion for a trnnsfer in,111 this 
L·rippled train tn the nne nn the main 
line, su I could cnntimtc mv iourne\·. 
I then r,bserverl the people that hit! com·e 
in nn the train that had taken the side 
track were leaving: the train in n·rc·tt 
haste. I obse1Ter! :1 man on the fro~t t~i 
this train a.t a telephone in!'trument, 
making an effort to commtmicate with 
the cnnductt)r on the ncwlv arrive1l train 
asking permission that ali the people n~ 
this train on the side he permitted to 
have transfer on the train on the main 
line, so they could continue their jom·­
ney. I awoke.-R. M. 1Vlalo11c_v. 




