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ZION'S ADVOC.ATE 

\, oh1me Two 

' An:! blesrnd are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they shall 

have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost." 1st Nephi 3:124 

lnd2pcndence, Mo., August 1, 1923 ; Number Three-

A FEW THOUGHTS ON SOME OF THE tion he finds only "a few" that he can use, and 
PROPHECIES he instructs his servant to call them out and get 

N'ei)hi says that b1 the last days men would them ready for service, for being sent to 
insist that "r.ll is well in Zion," and the infer- Israel. ' 
e:,c::: is that all would not be well. While Nephi It is interesting to meditate upon how "the 
may have depicted the attitude prevailing in few" will be gathered together so that they , 
chdstendom generally, other prophetic state- can combine and unify their forces for service. 
ments indicate that in a more uarticular sense, The question has been asked, "Will they 1be 
with refereace to specific Zio11, all would not organized?" How ar!;l they going to manage 
be Vi'ell. L1 the light of these statements it to work harmoniously with the main body, or 
mi2"ht be l)Iofitable for us, though we consider · will it be possible for them to do their work in 
we have been crrlled out,· to consider carefully connection with the main body? 

· Nephi's w.:-,rning, "Wo be unto 'him that is at How is the "one mighty and strong" going 
ease in Zion." · to contrive to do his work? 

'I'he Lord hns suoken in these last days prom- ' "Oh, that will be easy," someone may say i 
ising to raise up -a man like Moses to lead his "he will be the leader of the church, of course.' 1 

people "out of bcndage." Considerable specu- But when you look into that idea, you wili 
lation has been kd as to wh1t this startling see how it conflicts with itself. How can the 
e-;:pression could mean. It has been thought by_ body be permitted to get out of order and be 
some to refer to the economic pressure under · set in. order by the same individual? Obviously 
which we labor in the world. The writer doeR the one who gets things out of order will not 

· · · -·- ·-----· ~*Aaiti~itJX11~cl~h: 1~iii'f Jtt~t~~attZ;.n.;~eaJ · - {:iJ.hthft~fnl\fi~pt\~~ ot,Sfl!:r'e 8;~~!?1tp\~~ --
w2 a1 e what we should be spiritually, we will sentatives of the· official religipn. - Certainly 
be d:;ing what God told us to do temporally. they were never very welcome to the reigning 
In ocher words, if the spiritual cond;_tion_ is authorities, because they always came con-
right, the temporal will· be, also. The im1)ort- demning popular ideas and existing conditions. 
ant thing is the spiritual aspect. If that is not Reformers have never made much headway 
favorable for our development, we need help with established institutions. .They have. al-
along that line, and the writer believes that ways been compelled to work with .. the minor-
spiritual deliverance is the thought intended to ity. The Moses man is going to deliver those 
be conveyed by the language quoted. This who will follow him out of bopdage. Is there 
conclusion is justified by that remarkable a suggestion for us here, that may throw a glint 
pi ophecy, -which is referred to so often, and is of lig:qt on this interesting question of How? 
us follows: · ~-

"And it shall come to pass that I, the Lord The idea has urevailed to a considerable ex-
God, will send one mighty and strong, holding tent that we -can do but little until "the one 
the sceptre of power in his hand, clothed with mighty andrshong" homes. The result of this 
litht for a covering, whose mo11t~1 shall utter reasoning has been to discourage effort. The 

-- wol'ds, eternal words; while his bovnls shall prophecy says, however, that he will "set in 
be a fountain of truth, to set in order the house order the house of God." That looks as if 
or God, nnd to arr::rnge by lot the inheritance something had been done with a view to get-
of the sr.ints, whose names are found, and the ting ready, for where the messenger is received 
names of their fathers, and of their children, he has been expected. If a house is devoid of 
enrolled in the book of the law of God."- furniture, there is nothing to be placed in or-
Church History, Vol. 1, page 260. der. Were we so fortunate as to be. able to 

The outstanding · thought in the above securei the services of an expert on interior 
declaration is that the messenger spoken of arrangement, we wotJld try to have our drap-
will be sent to set the house of God in order. eries, furniture and everything ready. It seems 
Further evidence in support of this deduction reasonable to suppose that some preparation 
is furnished in the· parable of Zenos, where we has been made for the "one mighty and 
are told that just prior to the time when the strong;" that preparation has been· carried as 
gospel goes to Israel the fruit of the vineyard far a:;; opporttinity and understanding would 
is all bad; it is condemned by the Master of permit. The prophecy implies that the mes-
the vineyard, in fact. Out of the entire situa- senger finds faithfulness and obedience, for he 
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rewards those whose names are found "en­
rolled in the book of the law of God." If we 
w:iit for the "one mighty and strong" to come 
and do it all, the probability is that we will 
continue to wait, for he will surely pass us by. 
We have intelligence. We ought to know th:·t 
we always hc,ve the consent and approval of 
our Heavenlv Father to move out along the 
lines of his lnw and do all we can, go 38 far as 
the light we have enables us. If we cannot do 
what the Lord requi1es w:1ere we are, and ,ve 
can find opportuniLy, why should we not m0ve 
out? When we came to the realization that 
the faith of our parents was not the gosnel in 
its fullness, did ,ve wait to be commanded? It 
is always our r>rivile1::e to follow the truth, and 
it is always safe to take trnth for our g11ide. 

Again, one hears the belief expressed some­
times that the work of buiJdin,:,: ~i1on. e::;ta,1, .. ,. 
ing equality, etc., will not be done until Christ 
comes. Satan never put a better h1Jlaby into 
the heart to rock the conscience to sleen than 
that idea. If Je".US were com.i11r; to do the work 
himself, why did he 'restore the gospel to the 
earth; whJt mission would the gospel have? 
How prone men are, when. they nFke a failure 
of the thing thev have been bidden to d0. t:i 
pass the responsibility on to the Lord. As time 
goes on, and realization of our shortcoming 
grows, the tendency is towards discouragement 
and doubt: a feelin<:>: th8t tl,e work is too m11<' 11 

for us, and that Christ will have to come and 
do it for us. vVhen we listen to that voice, we 
are listening to a voice that would cheat us of 
the reward we started out to win when we en­
gaged in this latter day work. Instead of 
doubting that. the work will be done, it would,, 
be better to se;:irch the prophecies to find out 
how it is goin~ to be accomplished, that we 
may co-operate with God in the matter. If we 
will go to tbe storehouse of knowledge, the 
boo,ks, we will find that the Lord foresaw the 
apparent defeat that confronts us, and made 
pTovision for the rescue and triumph of his 
work. Let us not for a momenFlisten to doubt, 
but looking to the Loi·d, let us do all that lies 
within our power to get ready for that which 
He is going to do. 

"How shall we know 'the one mighty and 
strnnq;' when he comes?" is nearly always 
asked when the subject comes U!). Years ago 
tw9 missionari2s were traveling together in the 
Vv est. One was very zealous in declaring that 
the leader whom he acknowledged was the 
"cne mighty and strong," hoping to impress 
the people among whom he was laboring with 
the superiority of his claims over theirs. The 
other; missionary felt uneasy about the position 
his associate advocated so persistently. One 
day he· s::iid to him: "Our brother -- is get­
ting to be an old man now, isn't he?" "Yes,'' 
the other answe,·rd. "Suppose," the first 
brother continued, 1· e should die before· giving 
any inheritances; what would you think then?" 

The other missionary began to do some think­
ing right away, eviden/tly, for his associ~te 
never heard him advocate that theory agam. 
The lesson is this: The "one mighty and strong" 
will fulfill the prophecy about him; he will do 
the work he is sent to do. He will set the house 
of God in order and he will "arrange by lot 
the inheritances' of the saints." "\Ve might be 
deceived by demonstrations of power, but when 
there is light evidenced, v,isdom and truth, and 
the work is performed, will there be room ~or 
doubt? We shall doubtless have to exercise 
our reasoning powers. God never moves in a 
dazzling, spectacular manner,· that takes men 
off the fr feet and overpowers their senses. 
Jesus did not do it when he came. He made 
his appeal through the Scriptures, showing 
that .he fulfilled them. It wa~ because the 
Jews did not understand what was written that 
they were not prepared for the meek and l0wly 
Nazarene. Doubtless the "one mighty and 
strong" will be recognized only by those who 
are acquainted with that which is written, and 
who are sufficiently in touch with the Spirit of 
God to have their intelligence quickened. Suer, 
will b~/ able to discern, to reason, and to 
recogn12e. 

SYNOPSIS OF A SERMON PRE.ACHED BY 
C. ,L. WHEATON, JULY 8, ON THE TEM­

. PORAL LA ,v OF THE CHURCH 

The sneaker emphasized the need of taking 
the boofrs as our only guide. remarkin~ that 
private interprebtion. m· irleaH based on anv 
manifestation to us individuallv th::it do not 
accord with the books. could onlv lead to dis­
order and confnsion. The only bnsis for unitv 
is the law of God as revealed in the sbnd".rd 
bool,R of the church, and we should diligentlv 
seek to nnde·rntand that which is writt 0 r1. i1

~­

ste" d of fnllowillO' ::mv notions of our ow11. The 
C11 11rch of Clwi"t m11st be g-overned by the law 
of God as rever.led in his writtfm woTd, a11d not- -
bv anv human code or creed or measure of 
exnediencv. He spa ~e a bout the phy unon the 
meiminl:!' of tithing, how it is variom,ly con­
strued. but showed th2,t accordin<r to the scrin­
tures and n]l anthoritative definitioRS of the 
woTd. it lrns but one me~nin'2.', vi?: .. a t.ent.h. 
This does not me,;i_n to live first and tithe after­
wards. ThP nrinci1)le ic:t illusfrnted in the Ms­
t,wv of Jc:r::iel.- ThP-v wore required to give the 
fi.r~t ,-,..,,;..... If God ha n intended for u<i to do 
any diN° 1·P.ntlv, he would have used a different 
term tli!:n tithing, Rince he sav!il he speaks after 
the m::111ner of our language, that we may un­
derstand him. (See Book of Commandments, 
1 :5.) While the history of Israel shows how 
tithing was understood and cnrried out, tithing 
is not a doctrine that is peculiar to the Mosaic 
dispensation. It was known and practiced be­
fore the time of Moses. Abraham paid tithes 
to Melchisedek, "yea,, even our father Abra­
ham paid tithes of .one-tenth part of all that 



ZION'S ADVOCAT:a 59 

he possessed." (Alma 10 :8; Gen. 14 :20.) 
When Jesus visited the N ephites I he told them, 
"Remember y~ the law of Moses, my servant. 
(3 Nephi 11 ::c:G.) And he commanded them to 
write a portion of the book of Malachi, in 
which is fouud the command: "Bring ye all 
the tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in my house," etc. Spruking relative 
to ihe extract from Malachi, Jesus said that 
the Father had commanded him to give it to 
the Nephites-that it was wisdom that it 
"should be given for future generations." (3 

. Nephi 11 :4, 13, 29.) The inconsistency was 
pointed out of thinking that tithing meant one 
thing anciently, and, another thing today; one 
ti1ing to Israel, and another thing to us, when 
the scriptures teach that God is unchangeable, 
that he speaks "the same words unto one na­
tion like unto another." "And where the'hvo 
nations shall run togethe:r, the testimony of the 
two nations shall run together also." (See 2 
Nephi 12 :60, 61.) To further show that tith-

r 
ing is in force today the speaker quoted Book 
of Commandment 65 :30-33: "Behold now it is 
called today, ancl verily it is a d1.-,y of sacrifice, 
and a day for th~ tithing of my people; for he 
thd i3 tithed s,hall not be bumed; for after 
tomorrow comE;Jth the burning." 

When we speak of the temporal law given to 
go\-ern the church we do not mean tithing, or 
con;:::ecration, or stewc.rdship, etc. No one fea­
ture comprises the law, hence it is not correct 
to say the law of tithing, or the law of conse.­
cration, etc. The law embodies consecrations, 
stewardships, granting of inheritances, tithing, 
and surplus pro9erty. The s1:;e iker proce2d.2d 
to define the various terms of the law be3ides 
bth~ng. Consecration means to dedic,.,,te, to 
set apart for a certain purpose, to declare 
sacred, "If thou loveth me, thou shall serve me 
::i.r,d k2ep all my commandmel1ts; and behold; 
tl1on 3halt consecrate all thy properti@s, · that 
,v'.1ich thou hast lmto me, with a coven2.nt and 
a deed which c:rnnot be broken; and they shall 
bB laid before the bishop of my church, amd 
two of the elders, such as he shall appoint and 
set apart for that purpose." 

Ste-wardship, or the office of a steward, 
n :;:, ns one em:0loye.d to manage t.he concerns 
of another. The Lord says: "And it shall 
come to pr.ss, that the bishop of my church, 
after that he has rec'evied the properties of my 
church, that it cannot be taken from the 
church, he shall appoint every man a steward 
over his own property, or that which he has 
received, inasmuch as is sufficient for himself 
and family." (Book of Commandments 44 :27.) 
Stewardship does not mean ownershio. God is 
the Creator of all, hence the owner.- He per­
mits his children th_e use of that whjch he has 
made, and they hold' in trust the portron 
granted them, ls they do their life, their time, 
their talents, all of which they :should use for 
the glory of God. We are only stewardi antler 

God, and when the light of the gospel comes 
to us, we should acknowledge our relationship 
to our Heavenly Father in the manner he sets 
forth in his law, that the family of God may be 
set in order by the needs of each being ade­
quately provided for. Thus we co-operate with 
our Heavenly parent in bringing about this 
happy state, and we thereby manifest that we 
have the. love of Christ in us by our interest in 
our brethren; Now we have rendered ourselves 
worthy for the next step in the law, to receive 1 

our inheritance, not after the manner of the 
world, but under the law of God. 

Inheritance differs from stewardshio in that 
it conveys ownership. It is that which is 
given to us, deeded to us. The applicant is 
not eligible for inheritance until he. has com­
plied with the, foregoing requirements of the 
law, w.hich "rendereth every man acceptable, 
and answereth all things, for an inheritance." 
(See Doc. & Cov. 72 :4, 51 :1.) This is con­
firmed by Joseph Smith's letter to W. W. ., 
Phelps, Mil. Star, Vol. 14, page 284. 

The storehouse is provided for the residue, 
or surplus, whic.h becomes the common prop- ' 
erty of the inhabitants of Zion, "inasmuch as 
they become heirs according to the laws of the 
kingdom." (Doc. & Cov. 70 :2, and Book of 
·commandments 44 :28, 29.) ' 

I 

Elder A. 'O. Frisbey occupied the morning 
hour, July 22nd. It was a spirituaJ effort. He 
maqe an earnest appeal for unity. He did not 
ask that any subordinate add their ideas to the 
ideas of others, but pleaded for a unity on the· 
basis of that which is written. He believed if 
we would apply ourselves diligently to a study 
of the word of God with open minds and humil­
ity of heart that the spir.it of truth would lead 
us to a unity of understanding on_.important 
phasse of the Lord's work. The brother sug­
gested the possibility of persons being deceivQd 
and deceiving themselves, thinking they 
wanted_ the truth when they were wedded to 
their own ideas and determined· to have their 
own way. He said that we must banish all evil 
surmising from our minds about persons who 
differed from us; we must be willing to listen 
to one another and reason together; Y.e must 
have love for one another and pray for--one 
another. Tne brother appreciated the need of 
trying to do something towards bringing about 
the Zionic ideals of the gospel along temporal 
lines, and believed the course he outlined 
would bring to us light that would make the 
way clearer as we proceeded. The speaker 
said that when we are living the Christ life, 
spiritually and temporally, the world will 
camp around to observe and take notes. 

A prominent note in much of our preaching 
is the temporal aspect of.the latter day work. 
T.his signifies no lack of appreciation of the 
spiritual. Rather, it is evidence of an 1enlarg­
ing conception of the requirements of the true 
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Christ life. When religion reaches to the 
pocketbook, and men desire to give their dol­
iars for the upbmlding of Zion, it is about the 
best proof of t11e type of spiritu~litf .that. wiJI 
bear analysis. There is.a type of sp1ntuahty­
at least it is called that-which likes to go to 
church and prayer meetings, enjoy the gifts, 
and wait for- God to command at every turn. 
This type 01 spirituality poses as very superior 
to the nractical kind which teaches that you 
must show your faith by your works; that you 
must pi-ove your love of God by your willing­
ness to help bring about a system by which 
God's nooi- and unlortunate children may have 
opportunities equal to your own. The prac­
tical type of spirituality says, "Come, let us 
take the light we have and start doing some­
thing now." The type that assumes to be su­
per10r shakes its head and warns that it is dan­
gerous to make anyj attempt until God com­
mands, or until there is a great outpouring of 
the 8pint to make the undertaking easy; or, 
better still, they say, and about the way they 
think it will be, is that nothing can or will be 
done until Christ comes to superintend the 
wo1'l{, The practical type is met with every 
dfacouraging argument by the type that has 
produced no results in n~arly a hundred years. 
Instead of waiting for God, as their theory is, 

__ jt appears that God is waiting .for them. Maybe, 
alter all, thcl'e is a possibility that the practical 
type may win out. . We believe they will if 
they keep a b.danced, symmetrical image of 
the law before them all the time; and if, with 
their zeal they do not forget sound, homely 
business principles, to make all things sure and 
safe. Also, let them haYe due regard for the 
legitimate instincts of human nature, and re­
n1.ember that certain rig.hts and privileges are 
sacred. 

We have been reading into the history of the 
past a little. History teaches lessons. We 
read that one time, in the early years of the 
church, too, a missionary trip was undertaken, 
when leaders of the of the church, as well as 
many of the elders, were going·. The leaders 
traveled by stage; the elders, any way they 
could get along; part of the way that was 
afoot, begging as thc·r went. When approached 
about the matter one of the leaders,· it is al­
leged, justified themselves. "You," he said, 

"can beg your passage on foot, but we are to 
travel by stage; we must have money." 

The narrator became so sickened that he 
' afterwards left the church, and in writing to a 

friend he indignantly commented: "Let these 
men never again open their mouths to insult 
the common sense of mankind, by contending 
for equality-until there is a thorough altera­
tion in their method of proceeding." 

People have a right to expect that their 
leaders ·will practice what they preach. More 
than that, they have a right to demand it. The 
priesthood should set an example. We find the 
Lord calling on the elders, first, to comply with 
the law. They are to "render an account of 
their stewnrdship unto the bishop," and receive 
a certificate from the bishon showing that they 
have. honored the law which requires "every 
man that cometh un to Zion must lay all things 
before the bishop in Zion." (See Doc. & Cov. 
72 :1, 3, 4.) 

Nothing so discourages the members as to 
see the priesthood out of order. If there is in­
eqµality there. big I and little V; if the leading 
men are not honoring the law themselves as 
well a.s teaching it, the membership gets dis­
g·usted and grows slack. Of course, this is not 
as it should be. The membershin should not 
tolerate unfaithfulness or unworthiness in those 
who nreside over them. It is a mistake to think 
that because men may be called of God they 
may remain in office until God removes them. 
God holds the !)eople responsible for his work, 
a:nd they ::i're derelict in duty if they permit 
anv, reJrardless of position_. to continue to oc­
cupy who will not square themselves with the 
requirements of tpe law and the office they 
occupy. Alma commanded the people of the 
church to "trust no one to be your teacher nor 
yonr mi:riister, except he be a' man of God, 
walkin<r in his ways nnd keeping his command­
mrnts." (Mosiah 11 :15.) 

There was "a strict command throughout ,an 
the churches, that there should be no persecu­
tions among them, th:oit tflere should be an 
equ~litv arrionQ.' all men; that they should let 
no pride nor haughtiness disturb their neace; 
that r"erv m<in should es1·eem his neighbor as 
himself, hborinir with their own hands for 
their Pl')ln()rt. Yea, and all their priest'l and 
t 0 ::icliers should labor with their own hands for 
their mmnort. in all C~"'es save it were in sick­
ne<1ci. r.tc." (Bos. 11 :153-155.) 

Wl,,,t was the result of this policy in the 
}Tenhitr. rhvrch? The answer is dven: "And 
doinir thr.se things they did a bound in the grace 
of God." "And the Lord did visit them, and 
prosner them. and they became a large and a 
wealthy people." (Mosiah 11 :155, 158.) 

When we read these things we see there is 
no· mystery about w.hy the chu;ch of these last 
days did not establish Zion in the thirties, nor 
is it strange that the church tod:;i.y has not done 
the work. 

I 




