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SG?%*IE THINGS YOU MiGHT LIKE TO

‘ KHOW
. The mﬁwcies, of agreement, as they are com-
*  monly called, that were emez“ed into by the

uearggmzed Chureh and the Church of Christ
in 1913, were not a new thing. Indeed, they
Were raihéer an atiirmalion of the fourieen
 boints th@t were agr%d Upon twenty-one years
before, in January, 1897, FBoth times the
Uhureh of Christ rr:adta the pvertures, nor were
these the only occasions when a better under-

'01garvm@ﬁma were souzht, as their commities,
reporiing 1o fhe genem} conference of thaﬁ;
church in April, 91& was careful o suate.
The people of the O ?ﬂ%‘l of Christ have nof
_been 80 content 1o zﬁ.mw a circle around thema
selves and isolate themselves from other believ-
érs in this latter day work as many have Qup-
posed. Indecd, while other factions of the
chirch labored to awid up srong organiza-
tions, each claiming , to be the church, the
Church of Christ looked forward to a gathe;«
ing together, out of all the factions, of the true
and faithiul., they have never assumed to be
the peopie, and the only people, and herein

sition taken by the Church of Christ and that
of other faetions, in that the Church of Chnt
has held that ihe church was out,of order, and
that no organized portion of 1L conla jasiiy
_ claim to be in order until set in order by the
ope who should demonstrate by his works that
he was the one pi romised to be sent for that
purpose. ~
rurtnermore, it has been t}ze belief of the
Church of Christ that ihe preat mission of the
latter day work was to bring to pass the restor-
ation of Israel, and that there would be a gath-
ering, at the T‘eﬁ@ie Lot of those who would
qualify to be chosen for that work
the understanding of the little band of saints
that came to Independence in 1867, They be-
lieved they were sent to obtain the. temple

ihis beliet in a gatheriig 0, the Lord's peopie
to prepare for and receive the endowment that
the gospel m;ght 20 to Israel is the ?he}nﬁtre of

ains, to some extent s why ‘éke} have noi‘: been
re active in. making new {:ﬂﬂvez%. ?h@y

_ have believed that the house must be sef in
‘ or first, and the power obtained that would
., mis%mm,ry ‘effort rore effective. It is

standing and friendiier relations witn the Re-
cshould produce a Zionie

lies a dustinguishing difference between the po-

thal s otten asked.

chureh not ooncerned ifself w0 much about

This was

_ ground and hold it for the people of the Lord.
- itself in a very uhpopular po

the position of the Church of Christ, and ex-

_ ot the object of this wm‘;mg to defend the ’{‘hm again, f;fﬁv years ago, if vou mtzmaied" .

Church af Christ. and sav that ?hey Ware ai-

ways right or wise. In our opinion it would
have been better if they had been as active

dlng consiruchive lines as edueationsl, but it
s casy or us, standing al the point of vantage
we do today, to see the mistakes of the past.
We cannot fail to be impressed, however, with
the stability of the litile band, for thev have
veltsed to deviate from the old pm%}g; ang have
Stood stendiastly for the principle of an un-
changeable hod. o §

The church has believed that the gospel
condition among the
members, bul ib cannet claim, nor does i ab
tempt to }aé:m, %hat it has given a belier dem-
onstration thap other factions. The view is held
that ‘the few,” spoken of in the parable of
Zenos, who will constitute the chureh that
Uhrist edn approve, have vet to get together
and give evidence of their gualification.
haps the feature of the position of the Church
of Cheist thet will make the &f"onge%t d,p@e&i
to many is the acknowledgment of imperfec-
tion, and the opportunity afiorded, as well a8
the freedom, to build m@t which will be ac-
e@piﬁ&?@ie un%:& *he Lord,

méwr'

- “How is it, Having such g strong posz’smn, i:h&
Chureh of &/‘“EX”E ot hag nob made greater numer-
ieal prowth?” is a qu%tmﬁ, we understand,
1t may well seerm stranpe,
when one thinks of the following that error
gains, for 2 thme, at least,  We think the ex-
planation must take into aecoudt natural rea-
sons, and not expect the Lord will do every-
thine, or that he can move lasier than the
minds of men are prepared to go. Had the

b

seattered lsrael, bt wmoved oul among the
Gentiles in s work, it doublless would have
reaped its sinare of the harvest.  But it must
be undeistoed that the Church of Christ di-
rected s atteniion move parvicularly to fellow
believers in the latter dav work, trying to get
them to gee alike and come together, It found
ition among tha
factions fifty years ago. It stood for demoe-
racy at a time when the people, F@%‘?;ﬁ}lai&ﬁﬁs
“g W%mé %"3’%" hafi Mifﬁi {i

jen é&f%hm was Sé:zfiﬁ
gc}ne 2 }m:w ves«ay% %mc@ thw, aﬁé.

dzr@ci;mﬂ thzn idea af &{smfwmfwi i grs}
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wail for the proces fuman
nature has not fsha tien ﬁéﬁ“t {earned

miore, and with the discoveries that have come
to light, there has mfm a readiustment of

views, mzd the nosition of the Chureh of Christ

has been vindicated on some of the most con--

troverted poinis.

We have been

asked as to the differenceg
bhetween the Church of Christ and other fac-
tions of the latter day work. i}mgm‘di%y, the
most prominent poinls were “%}f}fi“xfgd*"iv baptism
for the dead, plurality of gf»f’ia and the exalta-
tion of men 1o f(m vapk ol gods; as well as
‘e doptrine of lineal vight of oiffiep in the

hich ‘{‘»}‘iwmfﬂm, sinee  the Christian ez*a‘.”
Liater, discoveries were made of changes in

aome of the vevelations, s that we could not
secopt as authonity fm‘ later rendeving of some
vovelations,  We reuliy hat on gome poinis
the difference isted between us
i ' i tading away,
1 Teday, however,
we are sad Lo & new trs}&%}ié is looming up.
We refer 1o ' %‘*E}{i»ﬁ,ﬁ@ {:si;%mfﬁ{i in some
guarters o En‘:ﬂf{@m val that to our
understanding are iazi@ as :‘ﬁ departures
from the faith, both v the 1o %e«x i
45 were some of the things ag&nz
chureh was compelled 4o fake 2o
sivties.  We do uol beliove
so interpreted a
with the Iz .
forth in 1838 00 f‘zma
m»{t s umchantesble bnd g z:eéaz; or ;:waﬂ-m {:»f
mzfevmg on His work that needed no tmwrmﬂ
by the doctors ol Jetlers

, e and werldly wisdom,
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'%%zgné%; But we are %w “ntd
paths’ gfﬁ@u in the Bible o and the Book of
, “’ﬁormsﬁ, ar §E f%‘ns’m %hm mgs Spirit of God

has more thry yer than the
world and all it [0 are aware
fthm m&m in cﬁi cwe do Ve

 lines will m&f }{eeg} @e@p%g apart who hold sim-

S slaves out of bondage and declaring to fthem
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ilar views, though they reach their esm?m;mﬂs o
by different routes.

WHEN THE CHURCH HAS A PRES%QE?%?

The church has 2 president when it is in
need of a leader, The church needs a leader
in the bif’ﬁl and formative period of its exist-
eénce.  The presic enb%eader is the founder of
the chureh -

When a thing does not e}:}%t it has to have a
i C}z necessily someone has to make
s sormeone has to point the way, Lhere
mtg%e be a message for men, a new truth, a
standard, and someone must pmeiafm it, Hence
we read of o Moses leading the Israelitish

that God had chosgen them to become custodi-
ang of divine truth, and be the channel through
which the Bavier of the world should ecome,
... Nephi was selected to lead the eolony oul
of Jeruzalem to the choite land, as the ﬂm’zher
of Jared, sixteen hundred years before, had
led a compaiy to the same ehoice land, Mosizh
was commanded to call the righteous out from
among the unrighteous. Alma was called 1o
establish  the hurch‘ among the Nephites
somewhere between 160 and 14{} V{fars before
Christ,

We do not find that the oifice continued
century aftor Li’iﬁif‘y a8 a tised thing, 1t i
not a feature in the divine nlan afier the
chureh 18 established, but 18 only necessary o
bring the chuich into existence and full yun-
ning ordsr. Hevee when Christ came and set
his e}zsm,h in order on two continents, twelve
supervisory executives were chosen, mmm&ng
the peopl e a laroer. 1%??6%@%‘&3%}0& o7 expres
sion, and Nepni, who was presiding over the
western church at the time, was placed in the
apostolic quorum o1 twelve,  Neither are we
zmw presented wWith a picture of a church with
heads, one a Presidency, the other a

Jve. There is not such dunlication in the

e plan, no such humgimer to engender
: sisy and frietd When there is g bPresi
dent there is no Twelve, and when there is a
Twelve there s no Predident, 1t doee not take
both ofii mii do the same work: one zals in
the oflie . and when a peﬂpla are suftic
ciently deweloped spiviiually for the ehm‘{h of
é’camze% Christ to be established fully amone

, God hath set in the church tivel upos.
is the divine plan, and the leader
has ifuliilled his mission.  The responsibility
that rested soiviy upo him is now distributed
ameng the various offices and quorgms nro-
in the law, and the church becomes
able to take care of itself, with Jesus Christ
at s hﬂaé, supplying the life giving nourish-
ment of his Spiril to every p»ar*t a“fzd every
H‘sdﬁf dual.




, JHE BEST ”?HE@QY .
“We are sometimes told by the advocates of a
theory that 1t is 8 good mmg, but should not
he put into practice until the people veach au
ideal condition. What need will we have of
the theory then? If we can ¢limb up the lad-
der without it we can surely stay up without
it. What we want is theory of the sort that
will help us get up the ladder; theory that is

aﬁa;;«%cd 16 the needs of just common, grdmaiy :

mortais,

Alma and Mosizh admiﬁ:bdéhai a good king
is A wood thing, but because of the uncertainty
of human nature, both men advised against au-
tocracy in church or state. They recommended;
ingead, a system which wi eell in our day,
demoeracy, because it would insure the best
vesuits uuder the varving circumslances and
conditions of human lite.

‘ihe people desired Alma to be their king,
but Alma had seen gnwgﬁ of autoeracy; he
knew il was not to be trusted. 1t was a sys-
tern, once established, the people could not
regulate. . Too much was dependent vpon the
heod. I meeded aroiaeal man to be of benefit
to the people. The idgeal man for a leader or
ruler is 2 vave product. He must be more than
4 good man, He must be a wise man. He must
be temperamentally adapted to the pesition.
His talenis should be of the peculiar type such
~ a position requires. These qualities may be
distrbuited among a bodv of men, but to fimi
them all in one man, Alma knew the visk was
too great. He milgnt oy Be might not have had
cconiidence in himsell for the position, but il be
believed ne could fill it acceptaply, how @c}md
he knew that hig son would be the right kind
of a man to succeed him?7  Alms knew that
hemdiiy is notto be de@eﬂdeé upon,

So Alma refused to become g king,  He ad-
- monished the people to remember the unhappy
~experience they had passed through under the
reign of King Nogh, and warned them to keep
the reins of mn’éﬁm} in thelr own hsnds. The
g}%ople were responsible to God for conditions
in the church, and it was their duly to permit
no one to be a tesacher o & minister among
them “except he be a man of God, walkine in
hiz ways and XKeeping hi:z commandments.”
{Mos 11:15.) Alma did not seek power, and
when the peoplé desived to give it to him he
would not take it, but taueght them that th@y
ghould not shirk the:?e;@;‘m ibility that was
theirs, but should exercise it faithiully, in the
fear of the Lord. ,

We want practical theories. Theories that
do not have 1o wait until idesl conditions are
created for them  but theories that will bring
about proper conditions. Alma and Mosiah
advised democeracy becanse it leaves the way
- open for the exercise of the best that is in all
men, and it puts the welfare and happiness of
__the people in their own hands. Afler all, this
. wo ?i& was m@ﬂ%@ for ﬁ“zx, Be iple wim come intp
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‘ ITEMS OF iNTE?&EST

. Owing to the faet that space in the May
isste of the Advoecate would not permit us to
print in full the report of the elders perbain-
ing to the missionary, pastoral and finaneial
work of the church, we now insert the same
for the benetit of all those who were not in
attendance at the conierence.

It may be of interest to know that the sev-
eral recommendatoins contained therein were
unanimously coneurrved in by all the eidars,
and that it was adonted by the general con-
terenes as a ruls to govern the church by, un-
il guch times as it is morve completely ogrgan-
ize

1f there are @aztb of this r&;}or‘g that vou do
not fully understand. don’t hesitate to write
us, and let vs know, for we will be only foo
elad to assist vou %o ‘beeome acquainted with
'ﬁh%@% matters,

g
We, the undersigned elders of the Church
of Christ, submit for vour consideration the

tallowing rw@mmmda‘tmm a8 a solution for
working out a program for the missionary,

pastoral and financial work of the church ag
per the following resolution passed by the
General Conference:

“Resolved, That the eider» attending Cons
ference shall meet together in council, and ar-
range a program for the missionary, pastoral
ami financial work of the chureh, as outlined

n the law of God; and that the same be pre-
' swi"@d to {’ﬁnﬁereﬁ;g before adjournment.”
This vesolution was aarvzed unanimously,
In harmony with this res solution we herehy
submh the w?}mwzw reconimendations:
- - MIss {Q?*%ARY WORK

We recommend that all the elders of the
church are authorized to open up new places
for the preaching of the gospel to the
world and amone the members of the church
by preaching, c@yre%pendenea and all means
_in their power in harmony with the law: to
seek to brineg veonle inth the chirch and %}mzé
up the work of God in all the earth.

. We further recommend that until fmfther
~ drrancements are niade by the Conference that
_ the elders may labor anywhere they mav have
ﬁppeftianit}f in the United States or Canada;
And thai: the results of thmr iabarg be re-

éli)N’S A}}VO(}%’"{‘E

~ work of the ehurch, but that the work
currence of the elders,

or councile of the eiders may be cailed

matters at issue.

we have printed tracts to be used as mission-
- oary pmpﬁﬂ*aﬂda on the following subjects:

the elders,

in harmony with the law of God.”

the council of elders that a local bishop may

& position to give inheritances,
be tithed against the day af vengeance and

Phelps, Evening and Morning Star, J

pendence, Mo, in 1832-1833.

cover, staple binding, at $1.50 per copy,

p@rﬁed to éhg one in | 51‘1&?@‘% Of the mi;

eign lands should be pmgecuted %:}3« gmﬁt w[y,

We further recommend that eanfereg e% f

time to time, so that cases requiring eormd@mw ,
tion may be laid betore said conferences or
councils, that advice may be ﬁhtamed on. the

We furiher remmmend to Caﬁier’eme ﬁfmt

First Principles.
 Uirganie Law of the Church
The Lity of Zion.
Em%émng of the }“empie
. The Law of God Governing i:he Temw
poral Affairs of the Church, ;
. The Gospel to Israel.
The Millennia! Beion of Christ,
A?se, that these tracts shall be indorsed by

-»:mrbf mami:.»sgaw

PASTORAL WORK (}F THE CHURCH

- We recommend that for the carrying out
of a pastoral program for the church, “That
the loeal or pmmral work of the churech shall
be carried on in a systematic and orderly way

And that all branches be organized with

a presiding elder, loeal bishop or bishop's
agent, and a priest, teacher and 36&&0{! with

an extenzion of %hese lesser fozsea 35 the t}@eda ;

may demand. ‘ ,

- FINANCIAL ?RQQRA‘&{I '

We recommend that it is the opinion of

be ordained by the elders of the bronch, and
that the branch conferences have the powerﬂ .
to apuoint or desiznate their bifah@p%

That the fmanczai law of the church re
guires the member to consecvate all his prop:
erty that he mayv receive his stewardshin in
harmony with the law; that he receive his in-
heritance by consecration, or a certificate en-
titline him to the same when the chureh Is in
“that they may

burning, or their names shall not be had upon
the tecords of the church’ (letier 1o :

1833, ol 1, No. 8}, and that the comp
governing these matters is fauﬁd in th -
ard books of the chureh, ,~
Reapcc tiully your fellow S€¥T&T}tb, .
ANDREW HIMES,
. L WHEAT(‘?M,
A. O FRISPEY,

T 1 ‘%HELBG“\

 Your wi%m tion ol Mrﬁy ehnwh hi:emiu e is
not compiete without the reprint of the Ev
ning and the Morning Star as pf;ntﬁd in Iﬁﬂ@»‘ ‘

~ We have them in two bindings—check b{}&

full cloth sewe q bm{fwg for $9 A0,




