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THE, GRGANIZATIG% OF THE CHE’R{ZH TQ
' , EE APOSTOLIC. ,

The chureh, like any cher orga*nza’aon

, ,whar a ﬂum%&r of peapie are assoclated to-
gether in a common cause, can best function
;Wheﬁ there is an orderly and s:yst%matm way
_of carrying on iis affairs. It has sometimes
been represented that Christ established no
‘{swstem of officers specially chosen to adminis-
ter in his church, but we believe a eare}m; ex-
famm?tmn of the Scmymrea will prove that he
did. From our point of view it is as important
_that the church should be org anized after the
_pattern given for our guidance, as m“t the
gitis should be m the church;: indeed, we do
not believe the Spirit of God mii continue to

_be manifested in the church if it is not organ-
_ized according tfo the divine plan, because of
_the econfusion, friction and discord that will

ensue if the Lﬁ&?ﬁh is not organized as it should
' We }}ehe% this position 1& fuﬁy %stam@d

for the woﬂz Of ﬂxe mmz&;try, nd f()?:’ the
g of the body of Christ: Till we all
n the umtv of the ffu’fh smd M‘ ‘th@

, f’“fzzineﬁs of Christ: That we heneeforth be no
 more children, tossed to and fro, and carr
. _about by every wind of doctrine, by the sle
of men, and cunning eraffiness, where!
‘lie in wall to deceive; But sy@akmg the fruth in
love may grow up into him in all things, which
i the head, even Christ: From whom ‘ti’}e whole
'body Fitly jemed %mve%:hﬂr and compicted by
that which every joint suoplieth, according to
the effectual wo r in the mreasure of every
,part ma}mm increase of the body unto the

- of itself In love.” {Lw‘ﬂeqmm 4:11-16
When the gospel was restored in these last

tion to Jcseggph‘”' Smith in March, 1829:
| thus, if the peap%& of thzm geﬁé? tmn
not their h

their ‘teachms}‘&

ples in the days of old: Nofice that

gwen by’ Hm& to mume}va% in ’i‘he Ia%i‘
well as acwrémg to the order ef the’

man unto the me@me of the 5%&2:1}@ ﬁf Ww '

S We find this promise recorded, c@mmg as
_out by other passages. . We wish to call a

_church upon the earth Christ chose, first

Numbar Tw

ané{ teachezﬂw of ﬂﬁzg rhurm Simil tﬂash me'

pemptures which are in the Bible, and the Book
of Mormon, in which is the fulness of the gos

pel; and they shall ebserve the mveﬁw}t% ;
Eh&i‘ﬁh articles to do thenm: and *he«e s’naﬁ
fibid 44 13} - .
Thus we have pointed out to us ms wherﬂ*
to go to find instruction as to how to ar{ramze
the church “hke as it was taueht by myv é

to the Book fo Doetrine and Coven:
the Book of {“@mmwdmema, but to the Bible
and the B@Gk of Mormon. That is the w

thay did in 1830. Joseph Smith, in his his
giving an account of the swamzmg of
ehumh on %;}rﬂ 6%, say% “We nOW procee o

after a hap;}y *zme spent in witnessing
feeling for ourselves the nmwz*ﬁ and the yb'
ings of the Holy Ghost, thmugh the
Gad be%‘éawed upan us, we disngsed Wit

as recz}}rded m the New ‘E‘&*

’@mﬁ f‘awnamss %Qctwm }.6 ami 17,

these were the only two }*evelatwns o1 com-
mandments baavmg on chureh @fgwmm’i on

that had been given prior to April 6 18
reading of ‘ghmg Tev f"iaz?f}ﬂ% will show ‘th&t thezf

~accord perfectly with the New Testament pat-

tern set forth by Paul: “And God hath set
some in the e%amh, first avostles, secondarily
prapheﬁ thirdly teachers, M ete. (1 Cor. 12 28}
This is not an isolated statement. 1t is borne

tion to the fact that in the organization o

ti«% apostles. (See Mark 3:13 14.) The
vith hi 1"&0&%&&1}&3* damqg hzg mmz%ﬁ




we find the names o ;
of how they starvted our upon their ministry
among the Nephites, but there is aot found
any passage that would even y&m@telys&gﬁe it
that they were “fo olficiate in the fiame of the

Lord, under the divection of the presidency of

the church,” as siguified in the Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants, 104:12. We see that the
Bible and the Book of Mormon agree that the
twelve is the highest quorum in the church.
 When John the Revelator was shown the
chureh represented 48 2 woman about to flee
into the wilderness, he saw her clothed with
the glory of the sun, with the moon under her
feet, and a crown of twelve stars upon her
head. (See Rev, 12:1.} Some would have us
pelieve that the head represents the first presi-
dency, and that the stars are around the head,
but please notice that the stars are upon the
head of the woman. This same church was to
Yomain in the wilderness 1,260 days, when it
was to be restored to the earth again, and so
the Lord told Joseph Smith, I will establish
my chamh, ke unto the church which was
tanght by my disciples in days of old” - (1L
may be of interest to note that this statement
found in the Book of Commandments, 4:5, was
eliminated from the revelation when printed
_in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants in 1835.)
The church that meets with the approval of
God must be like the patiern that was taugint
by the disciples of Christ: must be like the
ehurch tha’f Christ, himself, established among
men. should net take much argumem to
'mm*mfe latter day saints of this. Joeseph
Smith understood what the church was to be
tike when he proceeded to organize an apos-
tolic form of church government as has been
stated before. It was an apostolic system that
was set forlh 1o the early veveiation also le-
orred to before (O %za;ﬁw 15, Bosok of Com. ),
s iacez’ the eiders preached the restoration of
the chyreh that hafi been driven into the wil-
derness, which, we have seen from both the
HNew Testament and the Book of Mormon, was
4 ¢hureh in which the twelve was the presiding
opr dirveeting, or the hizhest quornm in the
church, We would ask the reader not to for-

get that the Lord did not consider that any

more lght was needed a4z to the fundamentals
of ehuyeh organization prior to April 6, 1830,
than is revealed in the New Testament and ihe
Book of Mormon, and the only two revelations
giving any instruetions along this line that were
¢given before the church was organized, the
first krnown as chapter 15, in Book of Com-
' mandmemib, which only reiterates the principle
sel fortn in the New Testament and the Book
of Mormon, and calls attention to the fact that
others were to be called, “"Yea, even unto
twelve! (verse 27). The wewﬂd revelation re-
forred to iz chapter 24 in the Book of Come
_mandments, also known ag YArtieles and Cove-
nants,” and no such thing as a first presidency
iz mentionec here, either.  Not ohe word had
been said about a first presideney when the

the twelve, ;ax}d: 4 record e

ments to *

were to be f:ai}eﬁ

‘lﬁamd by way of commandment: For beho

::a‘i:@ ?S‘mt thew gmr x%uid he 4 fhm o
‘Ag further evidence to show ithat 160
the church was organized Joseph éi{i not con-
Sid@l" himeelf, Oliver Cowdery and David Whit
mer g first presidency, gﬁaéﬁﬂ, in his history,
refers to chap’zez 15 of the Book of Command-
zﬂubtmt@ the nature of our calling o
this Priesthood,” as well as that of others who
(See page 20 of wu@p%mm
to Mil. Star, Vol. 15.) This shows that he un-
derstood their calling to be that of ap@gtﬁ%
This is }ﬂamiy evident in verses 10 and 11 o
chapter 15, Book of Commandments—* m?ﬁ
now, (}hver, 1 speak unto you, and alse v

i eommand a}} men evervwhere to repent, and
I speak unto you, even as unto Paul, mine apos.
ﬁe, for you ave called even with f%zat same ca?%-
ing with which he was called” The idea is

‘advanced by some that the presidency are apos-

tles, but notice that Joseph, Oliver and David

~were not instructed to eall twelve others be-

sides themselves, but only to call enough to
make the total number, including themselves,
twelve. ““And now behold, there are others

which are called to deaifn‘e my gospel, both

unto Gentile and unto Jew: yea , even umﬁ
twelve! (verse 273,

. The revelation we are examining was
given to the church almost a year before the
church was organized, and before the men
named in it had been ordained to the Melchise-
dek priesthood, as the following from the his-
tory of Joseph Smith will show: “We had not
long been epgaged in solemn and fervent
prayer, when the word of the Lord eame unto
s in ‘i:ﬁ,e chamber commanding us that I should
ordain Oliver C&wdem to be an elder in the
c¢hureh of Jesus Christ, and that he 3lso should
ordain me to the same m“fzcw and then (b or-

dain others as i should be made known unio

us from time to time. We were, however, com-
manded to defer this our ordination ::m‘%;%i such

Ciimes as it should be praciicable to have our

brethren, who had been, and who should be
baptized, assembled together, when we must
have their sanction to ourthus procecding 1o
ordain each other, and have them decide by
vote whether they were willing to accept us
as their spiritual teachers or not.” {.;séﬁ, Siar,
Vol. 15, page 20 of &upplemﬂnﬁ} Take this
in Cﬁﬂﬂéitieﬂ with what he #4id & little luter m
his history, and we will findthat Josenh was

- broceeding along lines “according to the order

of th& church as rvecorded in the New Te%@»
ment.” Notice the following guotation in which
'Ssaeph fully expresses the idea that he under-
stood the }mportanee of the %ez‘k he was to d{}

~for he saye:

“Among G’the}:’ ’ehmgs of %he kmé we ob-
tained of Him the following, by the spirit of

' prephecv and revelation, which not {mfw cave

us much mformai:mn, but also pointed gut to
us the preeise day upon which, aecording to

‘Hr@ will and commandment, we qhﬂuid iamceecl .
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1o ofrgamze His chureh onee again upon the
earth,”’ (Ibid, page 22} 'This has veferonce
to chapter 24 of the Book of Commandments,
which we call “Articles and Covenants,” which
might be truly said to be the constitution of the
church. It was given ten months prior o the
date upon which the church was oresanized,
preparatﬂry' to the ez*gamzé%mn of the church,
and not in this revelation nor in the other given
_before the organization of the church (chapter
15, Book of Commandments) is anything said
abeuﬁ a first presidency. Surely it seems that
God intended {0 set in the chureh ‘“first apos-
tles,” efe,, since he éesxg‘nates no Gi‘her office
to be supem}r to them.

. Summary

NQW, 1o make g brief g wnmmary of the mat»
ter presented above, what do we find?

First, that God promised to establish his

church in the last days “hke unts “i:he chareh”
, in “days of old:”

- Second, that ten months hef&re ﬂxe shﬁmh
was organized, the Lord gave two revelations
_directing that the church should he organized
after the apostolic plan set forth in the New
Testament and the Book of Mormon;

_Third, that the pattern furnished by the

;,ﬁhumh “in days of old,” the pattern set forth
in the New Testament and the Book of Mor-
‘mon, the pattern pointed to and commanded in
the tw”o' revelations given preparaiory to the
organization of the church, make the tweive
apostles the highest quﬂmm mn th% c%ur;h

' 1«

A WORD TO SUBSCRIBERS AND FRIENDS

_ This issue wmpietm the first volume of

the Advocate. We shall be Iﬁeased to hear
ﬁmm ‘those whose subwmptmm _expire now.

 How do you like the little paper? Do you wish
to ﬁmtmue your subseription to it? The Advo-

cate has been published at quite a finaneial
_ sacrifice, Those of exgemeﬁﬁe know thai: until
the paid up subscripion bist reaches a icient
g and
mamb@r m our bret’nmn are car-

__numbper a paper does not pay for printin
maiimg, and a

minds of many.

'Indepeﬁd&nee 3&{0

suing vear: T J Sheldon
O F:f‘wbej, secretary: 0. 1 Wheamﬁ rewrdw

‘rymg %;he bur&en beeause we Wani‘ a _}:33,;3 :

day Werk Thez*e never was a gre&ter naeﬁ; s
inquire for the “old paths” than at the pres nt

time.
at heart. Disorder and confusion bewilder the
Peace and rest will be found

in the “old paths,” only: in the will of God as

originally revealed by Him. There is need to
{rim our lamps that the {ruth may shine more
 brightly,
Advocate, if we shall be able to continue the
paper.

This is the obicct we have Tor Ziow's

Th&refer&,' we should like to know if
there is a desive for the paper beysnd our-
selves: we need to know what we ean count on
in the way of moral and finaneial sugspei’t'
Ave vou mter%teﬁ and will you help us? If
you are, may we. aet hear from every one of

3"611, that we may kmw how you feei‘? .

INDEFQNDENCE ITEMS .
At the recent branch conference held at
March 51, 1923, the fai~
lowing officers were elected to serve f@r th&:

coming year: C. L. Wheaton, presiding elder:
T. J. Sheldon, financial agent: A. O. Frisbey
and Floyd Denham, priests. It was left to ’i:he

ei&erb to provzde fm‘ a tea,eher .

The general eonference of f:he Church of
Christ met on the 6th of April, 1923, and was

. fairly well represented by elders and de}egate&:

The conference was organized with T. J. Shel
don in the chair, Elder €. L. Wheaton acting
as secretary.
ness the elders submitied a report @ui:immg a
missionary, pastoral and financial program for
the church, as they had been previously re-
guested to do.  The report was unanimously
adopted as a rule to govern the church.

The echurch fsgaeremry was instructed to
notify the branches of the chureh of wﬁfwence '

action on the abc% daeumam *

Ths} bmamegs managm* of Zié}ﬁ 2 Aévmﬁ,a&;
reported. It was de cided that the ﬂaperﬁheud
continved for another vear, Elder ()
%%‘ism T 2 Sheldon and A, O %:ﬁs;?my

were chosen as the peoard of gahhmimﬁ

. The Iﬁder;eem&em& hm%h repomed iﬁwa f
added by m;}tmmwﬁm and Sr. Floyd stier .
The membership of the branch is 110, ‘

_ The ig}ﬁewmw officers Were c*hesm ie haw
charge of the general church work for the en-
presiding elder: A,

FElders T. ] Sheldon. A O I«frgbey and

C. L.

Many are dissatisfied, and many ave sad -

Among zmpaftant items of busi-

Wheaton were f;h%em as trustees s:)f ﬂ}& ‘ '
Temple Lai for the coming vear
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h;ghe}f authorities than the apostles directed
the affairs of the chureh.  The first acl per-
formed by that guorum a;f‘wr the ascension of
the Master was to fill the vacancy in their
ber made by transgression o1 Ju udas, (See Acts
1:15, 26.) This would have been g fitting time
t0 have chosen a first presidency, if such was
to have been a part of the church organiza
tion, since He who had been with them had d&«
parted, but frem the history just referred to
we fmd that “they gave forth their lots: and
the lot fell upon Matthias: and he Wab nﬁmm
bered with the eleven apaﬁﬂe&” {Acis 1:28)

“But did they not have someone Wh{;« Stﬁi}i:i
at the head of the organization?” someone may
gk, We answer, ves, Jesus Christ was the
head of the c}wr@h and the apostles were his
representatives on earth* ‘and are built upon
the foundation of the aposiles and provhets,
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-
stone.” (Eph. 2:20.) Some have contended
that Peter, James and John were the presi-
dency at Jerusalem, but upon careful examina-
dion we will find that these men were always
associated with, and a pm‘t of, the gquorum of
the twelve in their ministry, As an crample;
we find that Peter stood, on the day of Pente-

cost, with the eleven other apostles, and

,g}fe&@hed fo those who g‘a{ti’wreﬁ on that ocea-
sion, (See Acts 2:14) Aeain, upon another
_occasion, when the converts sold their posses-
sions of land and worldly goods, they brought
_the prices “and laid them dewn 4t the anosties
feet. (See Acts 4:34, 35.) When the enemies
of the church c2 izfea a council af Jamsa%{;m,
er and the amﬁr aposties answered, (See
Acts 5399
passage thal Wmﬁé indicate that Poter hold any
hisher authority than any othey apssﬁe, but
only that he was equal with them.

; When the number of the szﬂzp}eﬁ had
zmﬁtip ied and it hamméﬁwg% saiv o &zwav%
ﬂ:}r some systematic way of looking alter lhe

dove, ete., that the apostles might not ?mw
iﬁ leave their spiritual mmm to attend to ter
poral matters, and a eall was sent out to fhe
membership, did the @azi gz*s} out mzcéfzz“ the di
rection of a Presidency? No; it was the twelve
who called the m?s‘im&éa of the dis *;@Eeﬁ to-

geiher. {%e Aeis 61, 2.

When demancos &X‘G‘?’{, along spivitug B
‘W'?X’e they attended to by a Presidency! No
when word reached Jerusalem that converts
had been made at Samariy, the apostles sont
two of their number, Peter and John, to con-
firm them, (See Acte 8014 153 ,

Contrast the above with some purported
relations given in these last davs and W
ding {im%e 2 chanoe indieated in
doing things, Notice the followine
: ' aw a travel mgg }(}*"‘Q‘wi{h‘iﬁ” 1? a e@mzw?
: inder the

¥

Weé nowhere find where any  the same, in o natmng,” @tc‘

num-

“o o far owe have not *?mmd one

ter: “And now it came fo

104:12)

Again: “If is the duty of the mfeive ta"

~preach the gospel, and administer in the ordl
‘nances theresf, ag

id directed ip the gerviptures
whieh ve have yeceived. They are ealled and
set apart to this duty: and are to travel and
preach, under the direction and counsel of the

presidency.” (Doc, and Cov. 122:3.)
Ve d the following remarkable s%:awu
ment regarding the authority of the first presi-

, “Tha twdve are not subiect to any
other than the first presidency, v%z., myselt,
Siduey Hi m@n and Frederviek G, W Ehggma, who
are now my counsellors (and where 1 am not
there is ne fzmﬁ Precideney over the %waiv 1
il. Star, Vol 15, page 5953

Show us where, in the name of consist-
ency, this kind of procedure is in harmony with
the Way the affairs of the church in the New
Teostoment were w«:&& cted, vet we k’@’f“ﬁ:'aﬂ}iﬁ
in an early revelation that the ahuwh these
last davs was to he established “like a@ 37,‘{ was
taught by my a upi% in the days of old.”

deney:

{Book of Com 45

La us now %“1&3?1‘? review the evidence in
the Pook of ff'f rmon relative to ehufeh {,ma%
ization, for we are told that the Bible and th
Book of ”\xiormw contain the fullness of the

mpe% Concerning the twelve apostles we
have the following: “And it came 16 pass that
the auzel spake unlo me again, saving, Look!
And 1 i:mi{ﬁd and beheld the Lamb of God, that
he was taken by the @sople% v%, the ‘«oﬂ of
the everlasting God was judeged of the world;
and I saw and bear record, And 1, Mephi saw
that he was litted upon the eross, aﬁdsmia for
the sins of the world., And after he was slain,
1 saw the multitudes of the earth. that éﬁ@};’
were gathered t@gm%r to fighi awmﬁf the
ag}mﬂ@q of the lamb: for thus were the
called by the angel of the Lw’d’
58688, Verses 113, 117-167,
the game Chapier, show that éfh;
&1@9 ones upon whom wouid fal
*ﬁsmg on the work
g\ppamd unto the ngc@ie {
resurrection we z‘eaé.
came to Dasg that w

15 into E‘@%j@;}hﬁ,
1 {n@‘aﬁ: i;he 1D

W &) .

;L&zid unto ’me mzﬁw
saving, Blessed

ms the W&?{%% of

h)»eﬂ from among

nd fto be your serv-

g 5 ;

How ’?;;}; iz recorded in zh@ th @h“

nass fhat w%wrg

',;u@ haﬁ Suoken %;l%zm@ W{}ﬁé he ,%ff;,zd linto

‘ b are my

d}iﬁiﬁ’*

@%ﬁl}

ie o




