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ZION'S AD .. VOCATE 
"And blessed are they w.ho shall seek to bring forth my Zion ail that day, for they s-hall 

have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost." lat Nephi 8:124 
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With these and other equally important ideaa 
LINEAL P:&IESTHOOD in mind, we now think it is pertinent that w~ 

state our position upon the matter, which is; that 
The question has been asked different of the we believe that Lineal priesthood by blood des

elders of the church of late, what the position of cent is unscriptural, and cannot be sustained by 
the Church of Christ is on the subject of Lineal any book of the church, viz: The Bible (:Iring 
1>riesthood. 'l'herefore feeling that it is an oppor-· James or Inspired) the Book _of Mormon, Doct
t une time, and that it is one of the questions that rine and Covenants or Book of Commandment!. 
relate to Zion and her welfare, we will seek to That its· practice destroys the democratic spirit 
place before the public, our belief upon the sub- in the church, wherein that God provided that 
ject. · 1 any man who has the necessary qualification of 

We do not enter into the discussion of this faith and righteousness, and the call of God, is 
question through ou!' Gvlumns for the purpose of (llligible to any office in the priesthood, and insti
controversy, or criticism of any one who believes ' tutes a monarchial form of government in th~ 
in the doctrine, but as stated in the first issue· of church, that makes slaves and subjects of the peo
the Advocate. It is not our purpose to enter into ple. Thus doing away with that principJe of 
controversy with other divisions of the Latter equality instituted of God among the children of 
Day work, but will state our position without re- men, and substitute in its place, -a plan. by. which 
fiection upon any others, for we feel that as the re- some; because of their position of birth, have the 
prescntatives of God in this part of his vineyard ascendancy over their brethren. .,.., 
t hat it should be our policy to put forth our effort~ It may be well at this point in our discussion. 
in work that will be conducive to the :final unity of that we take time to set forth a definition of terms 
all Latter Day Saints, instead of a further divis- that will be used in the consi<fering of this ques
ion, 11 also "that our policy shall be to publish tion. First, we are given to understand that Lin
a;1d advocate the cause of Zion without courtin()' eage means, "Race; progeny; d_escendants in. a 
favor nor fearing condernnatiod for the Lord ha~ direct line from a cqmmon progenitor:'' Second 
.said "that he that puts his tru'sts in the arm of Lineal; "Composed of lines, descending in direct 
fie ~1,_ shall perish." Therefore, we hope that our line, hereditary." . ,J, 
d~c1s10JL to answer the question raised will not be Democracy, "Government by the people or 
m1s9onstrued? for jt is for the purpose of setting representatives chosen by the people, a republic." 
forth our hehef upon the matter that prompts us Monarchial Government, '' A monarchial o-ov
!0 undert~lrn the task. Further, in as much as it ernment is one in which the supreme power i; ex-
11\ a. quest10H that has to do with the establishment ercised by a single individual· if the sovereio-n sue 
o f the ~hurch o.f Christ ~n an organized condition ceeds hi.s predecessor by right of inheritan~e it iB
.,,.,.c hebc:7e that the subJect should be considered a herechtary monarchy. "' * * Eno-land Sp"· 
very se · 1 f o , ,,m, _ . nous Y rom every angle, for to our belief, et_c., are her editary Monarchies" Parley 's Cabinet 
-~~ 8\

0 ws the stre~1gth or w~akn~ss of. th~ position Library, Vol. 20. Thus we have defined after. the 
~f .t ?SC wh~, acvept or. reJect it. First, because manner of our own language, the terms th;:i.t'. nre 
\ it 

1
m true "uat the pnesthood in certain offices often 1;1sed in connection with this subject, . ·and 

~ .10u
1 
~ he handed down from father to son as a they will be used more explicitlv later on 

uirbnght th tb h d · · · its t 1 .' en ose w o ~ not fall m line with Now to the examination of the evjden"e offer 
with et~,cern\g anl Jr~cticer ar~ not i~ harmony ~d to support this-docb·jne. First, it is ur;ed that 
·wlt°ile 

0
~ Pan ° 0 ui ~ ~n~ 'Yill come to naught, 1t was taught b:v J oseph Smith, the pronhet b 

l) . h 1 the othe; hana Jf it 1s not taug·ht, and b command of God, as found in Sec 84 ·34 1·,Ther! 
e m armony with the scri t 't ·11 l · f tl · · · ' ...be a sourc f . . P m:e~, 1 w1 a way2 ·or0, .ms sayeth the Lord unto You, with whom 

.11:p a divi. t O contentwn tliat will. tend to keep the pnesthood hath continued throngh the lin

. son among Latter Day Samts. cage of your fathers, for ye a~e lawful heirs ac-
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cording to the flesh, and have been hid fr?m the 
world with tJhrist in God; therefore your hfe and 

, the priesthood .hath remained,. and m1:1;st ~eeds- re
main, through you and your hnea:ge, until the re
storation of ~11 things spoken of by the mouths of 
~u the holy prophets since the world began. 

- ''Therefore, blessed are ye if ye continue in 
· my goodness, a light unto the Gentiles, and 
· . J;)u:_ough this priesthood, f:\, saviour _unto my people 

Israel 'l'lw Lord hath said it, Amen. '' 
·Upo1J. examination of this quotation, we :fh1d 

~ that. the Lord i~ not speaking to one i11dividual, 
but ,to several persons, for the language is ·not ex

' · ·pressed in ·singular form, b11;t in the plural, viz., 
' :Xe, "plurali,9f T!aou, You; heirs" plural. of .the 

. word. h~r, ,one whq inh~rits propei·ty · from an
oJ;b.er," fl\.thers:--"Servants''--(par. V all plural 

.., terms used only in places where more than one in
divi,d,ual is spoken to. It is often urged the 01<1 
Testament sust11ins the position, of those who be
lieve in Lineal Priesthood, yet we find tli.at sue-

; Qesiun ,by blo.od descent is broken in the case of . 
Moses, for he ree~ived his pri{lsthood through 

0 -.Jethro, his father-in-law, who was a priest of 
: . Midian (D and Cor. 83 :2, Ji}xodus 3 :1) who b:v no 

· mean& could be considered as a literal parent ac
cording to ' the flesli, SO W € (- fl}l 1101: (' ~T:.(' ~rl j' • :3 

point as a possible proof e.f tho doctrin~. -'~.s·n;u, 
., it has been urged that the plates ·uf)on whic]i the 
; Book of Mormon ·was written was handed <lown 
from father to son, but upon examination of the 
evidence, we find that thev were often · handed 

·· - do·wn from brother t0 brother, ju o:1e case· from 
-: ~ncle .t.o nephew, and at otlrnr ttmes , ·through 

thc.se who were in no ways related. As' proof of 
this we will examine the followin~ outline " rhich 
s~~ws that th ere were two sets of plates, the his-

-, ·· tor1cal, and the ministerial. ·-

Historical Plates 

Nephi. son of Lehi, made · the plate8 and was 
the tirnt historinn. He also. made the smaller· set 
of plates for the ministerial record and wrote tl-w 
first p&rt of that record. See 1 N epbi 2: 92-101 ; 
5 : 218-225; 2 Nephi 4: 45-50. 

After Nephi, the historical record was kept 
by the kings (See Jaroinl:31) , whose names arc 
not given until Mosiah I. After Mosiah I the 
Jii storians were as follows: . 

Benic1min, son o.f Mosiah I. (\Vords of Mor
mon, verse 14.) 
Mosiah II, son of Benjamin. (Mosiab J :l:5, 
22 24.) . 

Alma. first chief judge. (Mosial1 13 :1) Ko 
:elation~hip to his predecessor, Mosiah, 
ls mentioned. 

Helaman I, son of Alma. (Alma 17 :31, 
52-53, 71.) / 

;-:{hiblon, brother of Helaman, second son 
of Alma. (Alma 30:1, 2.) 

Helaman II, nephew of Shiblon and 
r.;on of Helaman I. (Alma 30:15) 
1-;cphi and Lehi, sons of Helaman II. 
(I-Iel. 2 :33; 5 :140. Also see heading 
of the Boc.k of Helaman.) 
Nephi, son of Nerh·i. U~ Nsphi 1:3.) 
Amos,. §on of Nephi, ( 4 N <:iphi 1 :22 .. ) 
Amos, son of Amos. ( 4 Nephi 1 :24.) 

' Ammoro11, brother of Amos. ( 4 N epli.i 
1 :56.) 

' }Horman . . (Book -of Mo1'mo·n li 2-6) 1•e, 

mention is made of any r elationship to n'is 
1 ircdecessors. 
11otoni, · r· , ::1 c.f Mormon and last writer of 
Nep.hite history. (Book of Mormon 3:8.} 

~inisterial Plates 
'l1he cnstodians and writers of the ministeri-al 

record wcr.-:J as follows: 
Nephi. (Ser · comments under 'History Plates 1 

J~cob, brother of Nephi. (Jacob 1:1-4.) 
Enos, sou of Jacob. (Jacol> 5!45.)) 
,Jarc,m, son of Enos. (Jarom 1:1.) 
Omni1 son of J arom. ( Omni 1 :1.) 
Amaron, son of Omni. ( Omni 1 :5.) 

Chernish brother ofAmaron. (Omni 1:10) 
Abinadom, son of Chemish. (Omni 1:13) . 
Amalcki, son of Abinadom. (Omni 1:18) 

Amaleki finished the ministerial record a!lrt 
turned it over to King Benjamin's care, and it 
·was thereafter handed down from ·9ne generatinn 
to another with the other sacred records and sac
red treasure. It will be observed in the foregoing 
outlines that the plates did not always go from 
father to son. Four times the plates went to a 
brother; once to a · nephew. Twice, in the case of 

' Alma and of Mormon, the plates passed into the 
ke-~ping _of a new family. 

. NOTE---In the above. outlines, where a son 
succeeds his father the names appear in line. 
When the plates go· to some other relation the 

· line is moved over. When the plates pass i~to a 
new f ani.ily, a new line is made by bringing the 
name forward . 

'ft will be observed from the above that there 
were frequently breaks in this line of descent 
and not once in a period o.f a bout a thousand 
years is the question of -priesthood raised, nor the 
ouestion of hereditary rig-ht, or the "lawful heir" 
etc. So it is for this and other reas.ons that we 
stiall h<?.Pafter I-..res~nt;. w~ fcPl :iusti:fied in taking
the position we do; which 1s, that lineal priesthood 
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· is not sust{tined . by scriptu.raJ , evide~c.e, for th.e 
ohu;l'ch .is to be g~)Verned by the law as reveal~d 
in the Bible and the 13,pok of Mormon, as wen a-s 
the covenants and church articles. (B. of Com. 
Chap. 44:13, also verses .45, 51, Chap. 59:27) to the 
law and the testimony has. always been the stand
ard that we have raised to the world, so we feel 
tha-t we should be governed . hy, the same rule n9w ~ 

In harmony with this· position we now pre
sent our proof of the incons.~st~ncy of this doc
trine with other principles of the gospel. As to 
there . being such a doctrine as l!n~g,e that .is. S;Us,. 
tain-ed. by se:riptures we do not ·deny, but, that the 
wrong application in this cil'se is made of it we 
affirm to be true .. 

(To be continued) 

"COME UNTO ME ALL YE THAT LABOR 
AND ARE HEAVY LADEN,.AND..J WILL 

GIVE YOU REST TO YOUR SOUL!" 

(Continued from last issue) 

Some men may say where will we be able to 
learn. of him. He hath. said, Search the Scriptures 
f.or they are they that testify of me. Therefore, 
let us reason together upon this matter. Are you 

_ willing to accept this invitation?. Do you want 
rest to your souls? Are your bur.dens too heavy 
to bear alone? If so, let us draw near and see 
what J'esus would have us do. 

· It is said that he that would com.e unto God 
must believe that He is, and that He is a. rewarder 
of them that diligently seek Him. (Heb. 11 :6 .. ) 
Thus it it necessary for us to do something to prove 
that we are in earnest. We must believe in God. 
Do you believe that before the world was that God 
existed? Do you believe that he is the beginning 
of aU things, the great first cause, by wliich all 
things have their being, and by whom all things 
were created? Do you believe that he stretched· 
out the heavens,. and placed the sun, stars and 
moon therein to lighten the great space of the 
universe, and that by his power the earth was. 
formed and all things therein were made? Do 
you believe that in the creating of the great ex
panses of the universe th~t all things move and 
have their place because of the laws that he gave 
to control and influence them? If so, then have 
you faith tha,t the small needs and wants that we 
are confronted · with will be assured us if we but 
a~k him for them? If you have, then let us draw 
mgh and learn of him that our burdens may be 
made easy to bear. 

His Go:vernment 

When we consider tliis great message that 
Christ has extended to all of those that are will
ing to listen to it, and seek to enjoy the blessings 
promised therein, it brings to our :r:Qin,,ds the 

thought that one who has promised so much an~ 
whose invita.ti:on to come and "Obtain rest from the. 
burdens and trials that beset them; would of ne
cessity have' a . plan . Oi' program thTough which. 
the. sajd. . hlessings could be equitably distributed. 

In order that ea.ch person who should desire 
to accept the invitation that has been extended 
to them 'may be assured of obtaining the prom.is-: 
ed blessing,, we, must come to the concl:u~ion t~at.
there must be some rule or form of .adrrumstration. 
provided by, the Saviour to assure the same. ~his 
brings. us. to the po.int where. we should con.sider 
the f ~rm of gover:rn:nent he has i~ force by w~ic~ 

· we can Pnter as a qualified rec~:pient of· his .bless . 
in.gs. 

Now I take it for granted . that the promis~<l 
blP.ssings that Chd.st. offers us is· n<:>°t t~mpora17? 
but on the other hand is permanent, for one of his 
ambassadors seemingly authorized by him made 
this statement on the day of Pentecost, "For the 
promise is unto you, and to your childr.en, and· ti 
all that are afar off, even as" many ~s the Lord. 
our God shall calL '' Acts 2 :39. Thu~ if the prom
ises of Christ as made in the gospel that h~ 
taught us are to as many as the Lord our God;. 
should call; then there is no limit to the time, or 
scope of these. blessings, which would give us to· 
understand that the Saviour's message was to all· 
nations in all ages, to come into his kingdom ancf 
subsc~ibe to his rules and form of government 
and lie would give rest from their labours · and' 
burdens. · · 

It is with the form of ~overrnment that l;t~ 
governs his ·kingdom with, that now concerns, u~. 
Looking at, the question 'from this broader st~f.1· 
point, we a:t on~e must come to the conclmnon 
t.hat there must be some kind of law m3:.d~ 
to wltich all who would enjoy the promisea
blessi,ngs · must subscribe to. There must 
be provisions made by which they would 
b e· accepted in to t h e ki~gdom. A g a i n' 
there must be rules 'of conduct, :manner o{ 
administering the varinus affairs that pertain t<;>'. 

· the minute details of the kingdom. Thus we see 
that there arises b~fore our minds a vast amount 
of matter that at first glance was not apparent. 
Ghrist realizing· lhe extent of how thjs promise 
would affect otl1 0rs, wisely saw to it that provi,::i
ion shou Id be ir ·--1.e that would he perpetual in 
their rb,a:i;acter. r 'or the object He had h1 mind 
when he set up 1,;8 king-dom on earth. aud sent 
out this mes.sag-r f-0 all that would receive it, was 
for the purpose of givin~· aid to those who had 
been l;)laced in bondage by thP enemv of all men, 
AV(>n s:lata11:. It was from the labours and b11rde:Q. 
tha.t this wick-ea, one bad caused to be placed upon, 
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1 the children · of men that Christ came into this 
I world from tb.e presence of His Father in Heav
.\ en, and endured the pangs of. sorrow and persecu
-! tion from the evil one, in order to establish his 
I Kingdom be for the over-throw of the dev~l. So 
i .he himself being in the form of man, subJect to 
i the same environmlents, circumstances and con
j ,diti.ons found that in order that he might be qual
, i:fied to l'ule over such a kingdom that he too 

must submit himself to the same laws as he asked · I 
l . others to do. As proof of this let us recall to mind 

·what he said to John when · he was baptized in 
J ordan. Didn't he say concerning his baptism, 

·"Siuffer it to be so now for thus it be-cometh us 
to fulfill all righteousness,'' Math. 3 :15. · 

Thus we see that Christ who was the symbol 
of perfection, who had broken no law realized 
that it was necessary for him to keep the laws 
that were given, to sustain him through obedience 
to the :same. So we see that i.f. it was necessary 

i for him, we can justly reason that it is all neces-
1 1ary fo:r us to do the same. So let us hear the 
f aonc1usion of the whole matter, Fear God and 
, keep his commandments for this is the whole 
1 duty of man. For God shall bring every work 

i,n.to judgment with every secret thing, whether 
~t be good or whether it be evil. 

1 ---~ The Form of Government 
I _._. 

It is said in the scriptures that '' the invisi-
ble things of him (God) from the foundation of 

·· the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
,
1 

i11e. things that are made. Romans 1:20. If this 
1 is tru.e then we should be able to draw an analogy 

between the way Christ's Kingdom shall be gov
er:ued and the governments of the· earth, which 
I believe is possible. 

· In the first place we must take into consider
ation that to have a kingdom, there must be of
icers, subjects and territory. If any of these .are 

l~king, then tnere is no. kingdom. This. is nec
essary in order to establish a tempor!11 kmg~o~, 
it is also necessary in order to establish a spu1t. 
ual kingdom. So when w_e_ think of an ear~hly 
kin()'dom we think of conditions where there 1s a 

t) ' '• • 

king or ruler, who has control of certam territory 
and inhabited by his subjects. We also conclude 
that· in order to perpetuate his kingdom and to 
assure its well being, that he would prescribe a 
code of laws by which his .subjects would be gov
erned. This would necessitate the providing of 
officers qualified to go forth and administer the 
laws and represent him throughout his kingdom. 
He would also provi1e ways by which people 
would become citizens of his kingdom, also how 
that they should be punished or rewarded · for 
their conduct. · 

(To be continued) 

INDEPENDENCE ITEMS 

The General Conference of Oet. 6th, met with 
a spirit of unity and peace that was good to be
hold. The matters of most impo.rtance consi<ler
ed was, that of continuation of the Advocate and 
the working out of a Missionary, pastoral, and 
:financial program for the church. It was decided · 
that the Advocate would be continued, and the 
members rallied to its support in a way that was 
good to behold. The working out of the Mission
ary, pastoral, and financial program of. the 
church was refoi-red to the elders to be worked 
out, and reported backed to conference before 
adjourn~e11t. 

Elder Clarence L . Wheaton is. holding a ser
ies of Gospel meetings at Fairmoun.t Highlands, 
that are attended with interest, the prospects 
are go.od for building up the work in that locality 
The Choral Society is rendering good service in 
these meetings, and their work is hjghly appre
ciated. 

"\lv e are pleased to announce the marriage of 
Bro. L. G. Cog-an to Miss Irene Rice, both of In
dependence, Mo. The wedding took place a!
the bride 's home on Lexington r_oad. "\lv e wish 
them a long and happy mnrried life. 

Brothers Floyd and Chas. Denham arriverl 
ir; Zion Sttfe and tired last Friday evening·. Bro . 
Ff.1\vd "·ill settle down here and brin~ his family. 

Bro. Charles Denham, who holds the office of 
Deacon, gave us a short talk, in which he urged 
the church to do more missionary work, as :he 
thought the field was white for harvest and the-
laborers few. ' 




