- admittance,
ill, in sorrow he is our comfort. in trouble he is .

‘o our frlend 80 why not open the door and let him.
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‘And blessed are they who shall seek to brmg forth my Zion at that day, for they shall ‘.
have the gift and rower of the Holy Ghost.”

t -

1st Nephi 3:124
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OPEN THE DOOR—JESUS IS WITHOUT

B “Behold I stand at the door and knock, if
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I
wiil come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with me.

To him that overcometh, will I grant to s1t_

~ 'with me in my throne, even as I also overcome,

. and am set down with my Father in his throne.

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit sayeth unto the churches.” Rev. :3:20,22.

While it is true that this langliage was ut-
tered to the churches of Asia, yet it is- just as
applicable to us today as it was to the people in
that day. For the promises of God to his people
are just as much in force with us as it:was for
them. For when Peter stood before thein he made

this statement, “for the promise is unto you, and
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even -

as many as the Lord God shall call.” - Acts. 2:39.

Therefore we can fzel assured that if we open tha .

door of our lives and let the gospel of Christ have

access then will we be able to enjoy the presence
of Jesus, and make Him a welcome guest in our-
As we look around us today and see the

"midst.”
confusion that exists in the world becauge of the

refusal of the children of men to accept Jesus

Christ, and so mold their lives after Him, it seems

that it is time that those whp are warned should

warn their neighbors, for this is the day of God’s
vengance when he will recompense fury to his ad-
versary and require at the hand of every man an

accounting for the use he has made of the talents
that were entrusted to him. So it behooves us to
reflect upon the use to which we have put the .

talent that God has given us. Some men go forth

and do their best to magmfy their ~calling .and: -

have something fo show for what they have done,
while others hide their ability by first one means
and then another and have no increase to show
as a result of their labors

There are many ways by which men procras--
tinate their time and waste their talents, such as’

love of money, greed, and selfishness., Men who
could be usefull in the building up of the King-

- dom. of God in the earth allow themselves to be -

carried away with the glory of the world with the

Cresvlt that burdens are heaped upon the shoulders’
So .

of their associates that are grievious to bear.
it iz that Jesus is standing at the door, seeking
He has the remedy for our every

in order to receive him?
1 say, unto you, that I the Lord, will contend’ with =
Zion, and plead with her strong ones, and chasten = " ...
her until she overcomes and is clean before me; "

-for she shall not be moved out of her place i

enmity with God? Whosoever- therefore: Wlll be

“things of the 'world 'with the other, for they

"the operation-.of phvslcﬂl laws when @

_the time, or will. we contmue to seek afte

-to teach us that will’ help -redeem’ Zion,.

_cation.

Numbef Slx o
come in? ' S
Why not clean house?

the Lord have spoken it.”. 'D. & C. 87:8."

One of the places'to start is'to overcome the
desire for the thing§ of the world. : For ‘“no man
can serve two masters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other or élse he will. hold to
the one, and desplse the other,  Ye can not_serv
God and mammon.” ..-Matt. 6:24."° And -dgain,
“Know -ye not that- the ‘friendship of the world i

4 friend of the world i§ the- enemy -of-God.” “Jas
4:4. “For the wisdom ‘of this world is. foohshne
with ‘God.” -1 Cor. 8" 19 FEAT EERRPES

When “the strong’ ones” of Zlon, or. th e ‘who
are in charge of the work: of the Lord seek to.be
on amiable terms with the: -world, ythen they:-are
only incurring the ‘'wrath. .of God We can“not
hold on to the church with one hand and to’'the

being so. opposite and different from each oth
will naturally work in different directions; i

stretches his arms to the utmost, he will so
compelled to let loose’ of one. or the other

things of the world?’ The wisdom of this "
is foolishness with God." The world has'né

that-we can learn ‘from’the lessons of .the p:
its ways and. systems of ‘doing things has -
confusion and‘chaos to those that followed blifi
ly in her ways. It is well that we should"Ha
knowledge, but James says “if any man lacks wi
dom, let him ask of God,” not to go to the world.
Because of-the many ev11 designs of .the devil

to destroy the souls of men we have in the world -~

the systems that teach men to hold each other:in -
bondage, and thus subvert the agency th t God-:f
gave them.

Christ is at the door———anse and let him’ in,
for he has said if any man hear.my voice;:and
open the door, I will come in’ to. him,” that: He
may teach you “in theory; in'principle and:in
doctrine; in all things pertaining to ‘the kingdom
of God on the earth: the keys of whlch kingdom
have been:: conferred,upon you ngher‘ dus
Yes, for. he . hag:’: Ry

Why not get thmgs ' -
For he has'said, “verily ~= 7
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hearken ye elders, (the strong ones of Zion with
whom he is pleading) of my church whom I
have appointed, ye are not sent forth to be tought,
but to teach the children of men the things which
I have put in your hands by the power of my
Spirit, and ye are to be taught from on high.”
D. & Cov. 43:4. Where? At Yale, Harvard or
Oxford? Yes, if it is to learn Psychology, Evolu-
tion ete., but if it is that which pertains to the king-
dom of God on the earth and the salvation of the
souls of men, then it should be in the school of
the prophets, in the council of the elders of the -
church, through the medium of text book pre-
pared by the chureh, for the church, under the
inspiration of the Spll’lt of God; for God has said
that the wisdom of men should perish and the
understanding of the prudent should come to
naught, because he would perform a marvelous
work and a wonder that would manifest his power
as against the wisdom of the-world.

Therefore all ye that love God, and would
see the redemption of Zion," hearken to the
council of God and give heed to his command-
ments, for Zion shall not be redeemed except by
righteousness in all things. Come out of Babylon,
-that ye be not partakers of her sins, that ye
receive not of her plagues, for she is full of
loathsomeness and clothed with filth, and will
soon come to her destruction as has been testified
of by all of the prophets of God since the world

*  began.

“COME UNTO ME ALL YE THAT LABOR AND
ARE HEAVY LADEN AND I WILL GIVE
. YOU REST TO YOUR SOUL!”

.- This invitation is extended to all those to
whom the burdens of life seem to bear heavily.
It was made by Jesus Christ to the children of men
that would become weary of the world and its
confusion. Being the son of God he knew what
the children of men needed. He knew that for
~ hundreds of years they had been groaning and

suffering under—the stress of iabnormal condi-
- " tions that were destroying them, that. were sap-
. ping the vitality and strength from their lives.
So when he extended this invitation to them
it 'was meant to obviate the unbearable condi-
" tions of suffering humanity, and bring about his
"peaceful kingdom of equality and righteousness .
upon the earth. Come unto me all ye that labor
and are heavy laden—a message, pregnate with
hope, and anticipation of rest and eased burdens.
Full of encouragement, something that was long
sought for, now possible of realization. Backed
by Him that is the giver of life, by Him that suf-
fered and was to suffer all the passions, sorrows
and cares of the world. One who knew from the
experience of life itself what its burdens were.
Is it not said in the Scriptures that “we see Jesus,
who was made a little lower than the angels, for
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and
honor; that he by the grace of God should taste
death for every man.
“For it became him, for whom are all thmgs,
and by whom are all thmgs, in bringing many sons
unto glory, to make the captam of thelr salvatlon
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. prophets of God spoke thus:

perfect through sufferings.” Heb. 2:9, 10.

Thus we see that the author and finishet of
our faith, of which this message is the eutgrowth,
knew from experience what to offer to those who .
had had and would have similar burdens and
cares. In another place in the scriptures one of the
“Return unto me,
and I will return unto you.” Still another place -
gives us this: “Thus sayeth the Lord, stand ye in
the ways, and see and ask for the old paths, where
is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall
find rest to your souls.” Jer. 6:16. Now let us
see what the rest of this wonderiul message from
the friend of suffering humanity has to say.

“Come unto me, all ye that labor, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn
of me; for I am meek and lowly of heart; and ye
shall find rest to your souls.” .

“For -my yoke is easy, and my bu1 den is
light.,” Matt. 11:28, 30.

messages sent out, in a way, isn’t it; that is so far
as its coraponant parts are concerned. It tells by
whom the invitation is given, the object of ity be- -
ing sent, and upon what condition the recivimns
of it should take advantage of it. Yus, it has all .
of this, but you say there is somuithir,s else about
it that gives it a distinction,
from all other messages -of 1ts kind.

~In the {first place, it does not draw.znv d's- ,
tinction among men s to whom should have thz
privilege of enjoying the advantages that it offers,
-for does it not say all ve that labor and are he ﬂvy__

laden?—not part, not some certain clags, not gome - -

certain few, but all—meaning the Whole ‘world
if they Would accent.  In another.place it says,
“The -promise is wunio wvou, and to - your
children,. and tn =il iast afar
as many as the Lovd vour God shall calll”  Acts
2:39., which gives us 1a understand that there is
no 1nd1\1dual excluded, no hounds to its time of ac-
ceptance, only that is to 2il, even as reany as Lord °
God shall call, or have the privilege ¢ * hearing or
receiving it, : :

This message is simplv convhucteo so that
.the humblest need not misunders
who are among the most notab}e ot the worid

are

need not-be offended at the terms in which-it is - "

couched. It does not have anvthing written be-
tween the -lines that would subtly give the man
of low estate any offence, neither does the rich
man have the advantage. It is to all men.

Now we might inquire, what does this inviia-

~{ion imply, what is the scope of its effects unon

these that accept it and comply with its terms?
That, my friends, is my object in presenting this.
ma’uex before you in this way. You know, som:=
people have the idea in their minds that the way
Jesus gets people into his kingdom is to ro and
take them bv force and compel them to do as he
says. This is not true, for if he would do so, he -
would ‘be violating one of the fundamental laws
‘laid down by his Father that-were given te per-
petuate his kingdom upon the, ealth and insure

liberty to the children of men thet is the free - ;»31

mora] agency of man. o
When he saxd come unto me, he eé:'ferﬁ&d _theme

Similar to a gleat many other m’vltatmns a“ld S

and sets it apart

“off, even -~

fand it, yet those - .-~
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the opportun y to draw near him ef their own
accord becauie they could see the advantage by
so doing. In another place he gives us a littie
more hght upon the terms of this megsage. It is
found in-the book of St. John, 6:35. “And Jesus
said unto them, I am th» blead of life; he that
cometh unto me shall never hungex, and he that
believeth upon me shall never thirst.” Now we
see that by coming unto him that we shall obtain
rest to our souls, we sh.ll not hunger nor thirst.

This is further confirmed by the prophet
Isiah where he says:

“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the

waters, and he that hath no money, come ye, buy.

and eat; yea, come buy wine and milk without
maoney and without price.

“Wherefore do ye spend your money for, that
which is not bread? And your labor for that which
satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me,.and
eat ye that which is good, and let your souls de-
light in fatness, Incline your ear, and come unto
me; hear, and your soul shall live.” Isa.-55:1, 3.

. “Thus again we hear the terms of this message
so clearly and simply. expressd unto us by our
Saviour, “Incline your ear, and come unto me;
take my yoke upon you, and learn of me. He
that believeth on me shall never thirst.,”

Now let us incline cur ear to this sweet plead-
ing voice that is {rving to succor us from thz2 bur-

dens and trials that we are daily enduring. Surely -

with gueh patient and loving persuasion we will
not turn aside and refuse to learn of him what he
wants us to believe in order that we might have
life. Surely one who is meek and lowly as he, can
te -ch us something that will lessen our bura.
for us

Nidn’'t Paul, the scholar who had been edu-

cahd at the feet of tne great Gamaliel the perfeet -

manner of the law, etc., Acts 22:3, bear this testi-
®i0ny concerning the Goopel of Chrlst when he
was extending this same message at Rome: “*"31
T am not ashamed of the Gospel of &hrist, far-it is
“the power of God unto salvation to every cne tiizt
helieveih, to the Jew Tirst, and also the Greek,
YTor thiiein is the 11‘:rhte'>usnese of God revealed
from faith to faith: as it is written, the.just shall
ive by faith. “Come now and let us reason fo-
- gether, saveth the Lord., though your sins be as
_scariet, they ¢hall be white as-snow, though they
be red like crimson, they §hall be.as wool.”

“If ve be \\lllmw and obedient ye shall eat
the gnod of the land.” La 1:18, 19.

And I repeat again, come, Ja#-us reason to-
-wether and see what me meek apfftiowly Nazerens
hz2z to teach us that will lwlneﬁ our burdens, that
will covse our souls to live, and was of such great
worin that it attracted the attention of the Jearned
Paul of Tarsus, and caused him to bear such great
. testimony as to its power of salvation.

Come. let us follow Jesug through the brief

time that he was permitted to sojourn upon this

earth among mortal man. Was he not meek and
lowly? Did he not subject himself to all condi-
tions, circumstances and environment that most ef
us pass through? Did he not taste of hunger, of
thirst, of poverty, and riches? Did he have tempta-
“tions, trials, and sorrow? I believe that he did,

" so they were. able to rejoice and glor1f‘v1’GOd,
‘that night when they saw ‘thee Starin t

. 2.3

and what a great victory he achieved: for he died
that others might live. : S
Think of him coming into the world as the
long looked for King of Israel who should reign
upon the throne of his father David, One whose
virtues the prophets had extoled.  Isaiah, the
prophet, sadd econcerning him, “Unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given, and the government
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be °
called Wonderful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the

Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

“Of the increase of his government and peace

. there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, - - -

and upon his klngdom to order it, and-to estabhsh
it with justice from henceforth, even forever. (Isa
9:67.)

This was what the Jews expected to see’ when R
Jesus came to them. They were prepared for the
great and pompeous entrance of the Great Prince

- of Peace into Jerusalem, with all the splendor and .
-display of a king'and monarch but they had not

paid attention to the prophets’ Who had contmually - o
tried to get them to make preparatlon for his. com-
ing. o
So when he came -into the World born of the RS
humble virgin Mary, in a lowly manger, destmedfv; .

- for this tranmtory state to be the son of a car- -

penter they ‘would not receive him. - No, he was - .-
the son of a carpenter, he was too lowly of birthto .° = -
be a king. Yet from his youth he was gifted of God "
so that he cpuld put at nought the wise ‘men, in
the temple. He was able to teach them:i N« so-much
that they were astonished at his sayings. - e
He was of such humble cn'cumstances in l1fe
that upon one occasion he said, “The foxes have?{.
holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the
son of man hath not where to lay his head.” - Matt
8:20. Yet he communed with God, and was per
mitted to receive the vindication of his Father in"
Heaven as to his being the son that was sent, for-
a voice from heaven said, ‘“This is my beloved son
in whom I am well pleased Matt. 8:17.. And -
again while all the rich and noble and: learned.-A -
were looking for his coming to be attended with. "+
great splendor and display, we find that the “hum- .
ble shepherds who were watching their. floc' ‘by
night did not misunderstand the way ‘he :
come, they had been shown undoubtedly A U
of their faith that he would come the way He’ i

‘east ‘and
heard the angels sing, Peace on ealth good W1l,
to the children of men. .

Again we find him upon the mount temptedv
by Satan with all his-cunning, with all his guile,
and influence, yet he had the power to resist him-
and cause him to depart from his presence. He
endured persecution, he saw his disciples forsake
and deny him, he made sacrifices for them,-and
fmally to seal his testimony that he bore concern- -
ing the message that his Father gave Thim to de-.
liver he was nailed to the cruel cross. he drank of
the gall and vinegar not only literally, but from ' -
his e‘cpenence with then upon the earth, and suf—';.'.;,,«
fered death in order to provide a- Way by Whlchv. _
our burdens would be made light. . SRR

. (To be continued ). - |
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) "THE PRIEST
Brothers and sisters, I feel moved upon to
have a short talk with you concerning the duties
‘ _of my office and their relation to you. In the
. first place I wish to call attention to that part of
“the law of God that defines my duties. This will
“'be found in the twenty-fourth chapter of the
- 'Book of Commandments, paragraphs thirty-six

. -and thirty-seven, which is as follows:

. “4“The priest’s duty is to preach, teach ex-
pound exhort and baptise, and admm1ster the
- gacrament, and visit the house of each member,
- and ‘exhort them to pray vocally and_in secret,
and also to attend to all family duties.
.o “And ordain other " priests,
deacons, and take the lead of meetmgs, but none
"~ .of these offices is he to do when there is an. elder
present, but in.4ll cases is to assist the elder,”

5 Thus we have the duties of my office de-
f'ned in the revelations givén to the church.
“The part of my duties that I wish to talk with

,you about most partlcularly is found in the first
verse, that requires me to visit.the homes of the
saints'and see that family prayer is held and th-t
members exercise this gift to the . best of their
ability.  Prayer is a wonderful thing, if we would
.,:only cultlvate it more. It is the means by which
‘we are able to approach the throne of God and
obtain his favor. By the prayer of faith we can
o overcome the world, and undo the heavy burdens.
..~ ... Therefore we should not neglect so great a privi-
-lege to approach our heavenly Father.

The other day I heard a member of the Ote
Indians say, “that as I look around me I can see
E" - countless members of my people, but when I close
3 my eyes and pray, it seems-as though I stand in
- - the presence of God alone.” How much hetter
- . could the spirit of prayer be illustrated? We
e “should try to get ourselves in condition, so that
--we can feel the same nearness and confidence to
- Him we do when we/;«}ppl oach our earthly parent,

'and morc "= for He is the father of all.-

7 -Som3 ;cople say that - they can not pray
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-closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray.t

- Father knoweth what ye have need of, before:y
teachers and

‘against us? . .- -

' pray, and that the effectual fervent praye

That they can not express themselves like they
would like to, but that should not be an excuse
to a latter day saint, for we should know that it.
is through this means that God pours out his spirit*
when we pray to God for help and blessings that:
upon us. Then too, the seriptures are plain as to
the proper mode by which we should proceed;
First, we should not pray to make a show before”
the world, but that we might receive the blessings .
of God. Second, we must have within us .the -
proper love for God and all of his creatures, or.
else our prayers are of no avail. Therefore we:
should search the secriptures diligently that. We'
learn our duties in this respect. .

Christ taught his disciples to pray after th1 ;
manner, “And when thou prayest, thou sha]l
not be as the hypocrites are; for. they love to pray:
standing in the synagogues and in the corners: of
the streets, that they may be seen of “men
Verily, I say unto you, they have their reward, ;¢

“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into th

thy Father which is in secret; and thy Fathe
whlch seeth in secret shall reward thee openly

ut when you pray, use not vain repetltlons
as th heathen do: for they think t_hv.t tney shal

be héard for their much speaking.
‘“Be not ye therefore like unto them: for y

ask him.” Math. 6:5, 8. Again we are to prey
for our- enemies and those who despltefully us
us, and this too with a spirit of forgiveness in
our hearts, for if we do not forgive others thei
tresspasses against us, our Father who is:3
heaven -will -not forglve us; for he has said:y
shall forgive all men and I will forgive whomso,
ever I will: "Let us then try to have the prop
spirit in our hearts when we pray. .

‘We are taught to pray over our famlhe
our flocks, herds and barns, in fact, we should
not neglect to call upon God to bless us in ever
walk of life, for if He ‘be for us, who can :

-~ It is said that if any man is afflicted: let,

a righteotis man availeth much. Therefore, -deat
brothers. and sisters, let us cultivate thls gift
the best of our ability, that we may pray vocall.‘
and in secret wherever it is necessary to call up:
on the Father, and if we do it with the rlght mo-
tive in our mlnds with the spirit if God in our"
hearts and through much faith, then shall we see :
more peace and happiness in our lives than ever*
before.
Now there are many places that will help
us to come to'a more definite understanding of
our duties in the scriptures that are too numerable
for me to quote, but I want to exhort you to search
the scriptures for they contain the gospel _of
Christ with all the ordinances thereof. s
Therefore may God add his blessmvs to you
and help you become a bright and shining ray:of
sunshine and cheer in your community as a resilt
of th1s httle exhortatlon, is my prayer ’





