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"And blessed are they who ahnll seek to bring forth my Zion nl that day, for they ,hall 

have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost," 1,t Nephi 3: 124 
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THE POOR AMONG MEN TO REJOICE IN 
THE LAST DAYS 

ln this day of trouble and distress it ii,; well 
that our thoughts should be turned to that which 
will give u,; courage and ,;trength to continue the 
fight for existence. vVe know of no better way 
to do this than to rely upon the word of God f01• 
in as much as he knew all things from the b~gin
ning, it ,;eems to us that He in His mercy and 
love for those that would serve him, pro{,ide a 
means by which those who we1·e willing to !if,ten 
to hi,; counsel would be aule to escape the calami
ties that are to come upon the earth in these last 
d:n·~. 

This we firmly believe that he has done, for 
we find that the prophet Isaiah, speaking of the 
la:,t days, wh<'-n the Lord would proceed to do 
~; rvarvelous work among the children of men 
rnarfo use of this statement: 

"Is it not a very little while and Lebanon 
~ be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruit
:JVield shall be esteemed as a forest? 

" And in that day shall the deaf hear the 
words of the book, and the eves of the blind shall 
see out of' obscurity, and out of darkness. 

The meek shall increai:;e thei1· joy in the 
Lord, and the poor among men shall re.ioice in 
the Holy One of Israel." Isa. 29 :19. 

You will note from the above that "in a very 
little while" after the book spoken of iii the 
tenth and eleventh verses of this ::;ame chapter 
had been delivered to the unlearned man to be 
read that "Lebanon shall be turned into a fruit
ful field and the fruitful field :;;hall be esteemed 
as a forest." This was fulfilled when the angel 
(Rev. 4 :6, 7) Moroni delivered the plate~ of the 
Book of Mormon to Joseph Smith for translation, 
and it was indeed a day for rejoicing for the poor 
among men. Why? 

Because of the fact that the Lord revealed to 
him by the inspiration of his holy spirit the plan 
of salvation that would be the means in His hands 
of correcting the social, t>tonomic: and religious 
evils of the world, for Babylon ( or the ,vorld) 
had indeed bi~tome "the habitation of devib, and 
hold of every foul spirit, and a l'age of every utH 
clean and hateful bird." He,·. 18 :2. And we 
can sec mort' elearly today than thi_·:,· did in 1 R:lO 
the necessity of some means being pn1vicled by 
whi('h these evils should ue eotTt·cted, and a ju::-l 
and equitab!l' prog-ram worked out for the salva
tion of the human l'aniih .. Ju::;t thinl, 111' a condi
ti<;n where eight:,·-fini J;er cent of thf' wealth rd' 
tlw "·o!'ld i::; controlled l,y fif1l'en per cent of t.hc 
people. It is as th1• pruphd ,-ays. ".fudgrnenl i,; 
1un1ed away backward, and .iuslil'e s1anclelh afar 
olf, for truth is falll'n in tht' str,'l'1 and <'quit)' 
can nol enter." lsa. :ill:\ .I. Th,'"!' 1 hing-s had 
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not ought to be, but as long as men go on in the 
hardness of their hearts and do not give heed to 
th~ word of. Goel they can not expect to read any
th~ng else, tor as a man sows that shall he reap." 
(Cral. 6:7, 8.) 

. In t.he social a,·enues of life we find many 
thmgs that had not ought to be tolerated by those 
who have the welfare of their loved ones at heart 
\Ve fi!1d lax conditions existing everywhere that 
are wrnkecl at and thought lightly of. Not very 
long ago we read in the newspapers an accoun't 
of a woman who advocated marriageless mother
hood; constantly we read and hear of scandals in 
th.e atfai1:s of prominent people, the marriage in
Rt.1tut10n ts considered by many as only a matter 
of convenience, virtue is sneered at, and we find 
human vultures upon every hand ready to destrov 
the souls of our young men and young girls, ca1:
ing nothing at all for the misery and sorrow that 
they spread in their pathway. Do we find the 
same feeling and res11ect for the home and all 
that it holds for the ones to whom it should be 
held dear and sacred'! Do we find children obedi
~n~ to parents as they should be'! No. Today 
it 1s the parent who must give into the notions of 
their children, who ofttimes being influenced by 
moral degenerates, desire things that are sou'! 
destroying and will finally, if indulged in, lead 
them down to hell. 

These things are wrong, the teachings of 
Joseph Smith as told him by revelation from God 
provides ways by which these things will be over
come. By the plan revealed through him, the 
Lord made known to the world that in Zion, 
there ,;hould be no rich or poor, bond or free, 
but that all men were created equal and had a 
right to the pursuit of happiness and life. In this 
plan there is not any room for classes, there will 
be no upper class, no middle class, or lower class, 
but all men shall labor for their own support, and 
he that is an idler shall not eat the bread nor 
wear the garment of the laborour. 

Neither will there be a double standard 
moralR, b:v whieh one sex C'tn ea;-;t of the shame 
of sin and the other carry the disgrace to the 
gra\ e, that is one thing today that is wrong with 
the execution of the civil law:;, b.v' which one 
goes fr<·t·! lo p1·<:Y upon society, and the other to 
become the JH'ey of every base creature tha1 i~; 
looking for prey. The laws of the Churt'h of 
Christ :-;ays that liot.h arP equall.v· guilt\' and t.hat 
both should bt'ar the shame and pa,,· the penalt~· 
for th<!ir ad. Again we find that a tli\'ot'Cl' rail 
he• nbt ai1wd ll pon any tri,·ial excuse t h:!1 m;1:, ])(' 
mad!~ .. ,·l'1 (;od lta.s clt>clan~d manv 1inw:-; 1l1,1t a 
tlla11 should not put away his eon~panion· l'Xcept 
for th1• cau:-:t, or fornieation, and we h(•lie,·<i thit1 
t lw laws or t lw land slulll Id lw mor(• ,;1 ric·1. for 
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i, i:-·., from th" very [;.,cl that: divun:es are s;i easy 
t:J o~t;un c,~".t. t_he marriage cuve,1a11t is so lightly 
t! C:LLccl. Ii 1r 1s necesrnry that a man and wife 
si1<;:...]d sepa1·ate, the l:tws should so be made lhat 
except i:i cctse where proof is absolute and 
po,:itiH' that infidelity i~; certain that the privi
lege of marriage again should be forbidden. This 
would cause many prospective divorce seekers to 
hesitc1le to take the step they contemplate and 
would in many cases be the means of affectin()' 
n:conciliation that would otherwise neve1· b; 
done. 

Think of the evils that thi:, one thing brings 
upon ;:;ociety, families are broken up, children 
compelled to choose between their parents, ancl 
oftentimes taught to dislike and even hate one 
or the other, and later when they themselves pass 
into the marriage state, having the influence of 
their_ u,vn divo1 ce destroyed home, to be a guide 
for their marital affairs. This is wrong, and the 
soul of every virtuous, hone;:;t person should cry 
out against its evil practice. These and many 
other things equally as bad we find are festering 
sores of corruption in the social life of the world 
today, and it is no wonder that the Lord caused his 
angel to come down from heaven and say to the 
inhabitants of the earth, "Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins 
have reached unto heaven, and God has remem-
bered her iniquities." Rev. 18 :4, 5. · 

Again we look around . us and we see two 
great classes of people grappling at each other's 
throats, to destroy each other-capital and labor. 
This is not a matter that is of local, but is world 
wide in its scope. The present system of econom
ics is the root of this great evil. Its whole tend-' 
ency is to make the rich man richer and the poor 
man poorer. This should not be the case, for the 
earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof and 
no man has a right to deprive another man of the 
nece::isities of life. This great struggle is not 
something that has just arisen, but is the c_ulmina
tion of. evils that have existed for many years. 

Many years ago in the old world we had 
the great land holders who held grants to vaE;t 
areas of land that were let out to the tenants for 
cultivation and improvement, these things created 
their evils, that brought about revolution and 
changes of laws, later on we find that men began 
to form together in guilds, and craft organizations 
that they might be able to meet the emergencies 
that arose in their local affairs, this caused the 
monied classes who were engaged in certain class
es of work to organize themselves as well, later 
the local guilds or organizations became affiliated 
with other organizations in other places and it 
became necessary for general or national organi
zations to be formed, and at the same time the 
employing classes saw the benefit of closer co-op
eration of organizations that were more far
reaching than the local organization afforded 
and they too formed general associations until 
today w~ have the two great classes of industrial 
works formed not only into national organiza
tions but into inter-national, inter-craft and 
woi·ld-wide organizations that are far-reaching in 
their workR. 

On tlw one hand •..ve find in our O\Vn cou1:
try the great American Federation of Labor with 
which almost every conceivable class of indus
trial workers are affiliated, and on the other the 
Employers' Association of America, one for the 
purpose of protecting the interest of labor the 
olher fo1· the purpose of prolecting the interest 
of capital. One class claiming the right fo col
lel'.~i,·e b~lrgaining, the other doing everything in 
lhP1r power to control labor by individual bar
gaining, with the result that strife, trickery, vio
lence and underhand methods are resorted to to 
gain their objective. 

(Continued Next Issue) 

THE ENDOWMENT: WHEN AND WHERE 

(Below, we give a synopsis of a sermon 
preached by Bro. T. J. Sheldon, July 9, 1922. We 
regret that lack of space prevents giving the ser
mon in full.-Ed.) 

Two endowments are spoken of; one, at Kirt
land; the other, in Zion. ,Joseph the se2r de
clared that the endo,vment at Kirtland was only 
~' l'o:-etaste of the greater endowment to be given 
;.n the. Lord's house in the land of Zion, when th.e 
day of God's power should be manifested in th&'t 
the gospel should be preached to all nations in 
their own langua_ge, through !hose who shouldop. 
chosen and ordamed unto this power by the · 
ministration of the Comforter which should C 

"shed forth upon them" to prepare them "for the 
revelation of Jesus Christ." (Doc. & Cov. 87 :3, 
4.) 1 Nephi 3 :50, tells us of a day of power. 
Doctrine and Covenants 58 :3, refers to this as a 
"feast of fat things," to which all nations should 
be invited. The call comes to "The rich and the 
learned, the wise and the noble," but Luke 14: 
16, 24, rather indicates that there would be little 
ii: any response upon their part. However, it seems 
to be clearly indicated in the parable cited, as 
well as in the revelation before referred to, that 
the poor, the lame and the blind would avail them
selves of the invitation. The language is as fol
lows: "Firstly, the rich and the le:1rned, the wise 
and the noble; and after that cometh the clay of 
my power; then shall the poor, the lame, and the 
blind, r.nd the deaf, come in unto the marriage 
of the Lamb, and partake of the supper of the 
Lord, prepared for the great day to come." 

It is significant that the church these days is 
nol attracting the noble and the mighty, notwith
standing the many efforts put forth to that end. 
According to the prophecies, the weak and the 
simple are to be instrumental, in God's hands, in 
doing the work of God, "for the wisdom of their 
wise men shall perish, and the understanding of 
their prudent men shall be hid." (Isa. 29 :14.) 

God has decreed that his work shall be done 
in his own way, and has promised a great endow
ment of his Spirit to bring about the accDmplish
rnent of his purpose. That the church in the 
early days attracted some or the wise and the 
learned, according to the standards of the v10rld, 
there can be no question, but it is not doing it to
day, nor will it to any appreciable flxtent, accord-
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ing Lo prophecy. 
Our chief concern should be to find out all 

thaL we can concerning the endowment, as under 
its impulse the work will reach its culmination. 
We would suggest that it is of paramount import
ance to know where this endowment will be given, 
and the terms imposed by God upon those who 
would participate in it. If we do not know 
where the endowment is to be given every "Jo 
here, and lo there," spiritual manifestations so 
claimed, however spurious, raise hope and ex
pedation, only to record disappointment and fail
ure when time and conditions have proven the 
falseness of the claims. 

To the law and to the testimonv has been 
consiclc1 cd a safe rule by all expon~nts of the 
latter clay work, and we know of no reason why 
this rule should be disregarded in so important a 
matter as the endowment which is a necessity to 
lh<~ suecess of this latter day wni·k. It has been 
said th L the Lord is not dependant upon a place 
of brick and stone in which to give the endow
ment. If He had made no specification in the 
1,1- lit'r we could admit that argument, but if HP 
h:1s prescribed that a special house must be built 
for lhaL purpose He is under obligation to keep 
1-Ti", word. To be logical and consistent, we must 
~~:;\icv_c that a temple is tQ be b_uilt \n the land of 
z{~n for the endowment to be given rn, or we must 

G.ard the revelations on the subject altogether. 
ere can be no doubt in the mind of any thor
gb believer in this latter day work as to where 

thh endowment will be given, as the same revela-
tions which are our authority for the idea of an 
endowment, declare the place where it is to be 
given. When the Mast.er sent his servants forth 
in ancient times, he commanded them to tarry in 
Jerusalem until they were endowed with power 
from on high. It was not left for them to say 
where they would receive the endowment; that 
was fixed by Him; their work was to begin at 
Jerusalem. (Luke 24 :47, 49.) Likewise, in lat
ter days, the Lord has not left so vital a matter 
as the endowment for men to sav where it should 
he given. As Jerusalem was thi place where the 
work was to begin in the first century· of the 
Christian era, the place where the work of build
ing the New Jerusalem in these last days is to 
begin is just as emphatically·and as clearly desig
nated :-"which city shall be built, beginning at 
the Temple Lot." (Doc. & Cov. 83 :1.) It is 
e1sy to see the importance of the lesson in both 
instanees; "\Vithout me ye can do nothing." As 
the :former day servants were to he endowed ·with 
puwer from on high, so likewi:c;e the Lord de
signed that his servants in latter clays should be 
filled with glory in the Lord's house upon Mount 
Zion. (Doe. & Cov. 83 :6.) Section !H ::3, of the 
Doctrine and Covenants, declares plainly that it 
is ihe Lord's will that the saints should build a 
house unto him in ihe land of Zion, :rnd that it 
should be built spericlily by the tithim'. of his peo
pk for the salv,ition of Zion. The infrrence, then, 
would be that if there is no hou'w built, that there 
would be no salvation for Zion, because without 
l:il' endowment of the Spirit the salqition of Zion 
can not come. The 1·emaining part of section 94 
tL,J1s of great blessings to coml' to Zion ii' the JWO-

pie would be olwdient and build the Lord's house. 
It should be observed that the Lord holds the 

church responsible fo.r the performance of this 
work, and threatens distress and dire calamity if 
they failed to do it. Surely, with such an array of 
evidence as we have, no one who claims to be a 
believer in this latter day work can questfon the 
endowment, or fail to see that there is no place 
for it to be given but in the temple that is to he 
builded in the land of Zion. 

THE ENDOWMENT-WHEN? PREP
ARATIONS THEREFORE 

While we set no date as to when the endow
ment will be given, somethings in the inspired 
writings stand out so prominently that we may 
safely draw conclusions. The prophet Joel in
forms us that there will be a great outpouring of 
the Spirit after Palestine becomes a fruitful field 
again. "And it shall come to pass afterward, that 
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your 
sons and daughters shall prophesy, and your old 
men shall dream dreams, your .oyung men shall 
see v1s1ons: And also upon the servants and upon 
the handmaids in those days will I pour out of 
my spirit." Then the prophet goes on to tell of 
the terrible things that are coming upon the earth, 
but assures us that in Mount Zion and in J eru-: 
salem "shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, 
and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call." 
(See Joel 2: 28-32. I. T.) Lebanon was not a 
"fruitfull field" when this latter day work came 
forth, Isaiah in the 29th chapter says it would be 
yet "a little while" before that condition would 
be brought about. Five years after the endow
ment that was given in Kirtland, Palestine had not 
yet become fruitful, for in 1841, when Orson 
Hyde went to Jerusalem , in his prayer upon the 
Mount of Olives we read, "Grant therefore, 0 
Lord, in the name of thy well beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to remove the barrenness and sterility of 
this land, and let springs of living water break 
forth to water its thirsty soil. Let the vine and 
olive produce in their strenght, and the fig bloom 
and flourish," etc. etc. (See Church History, Vol. 
2, pages 553-556) We see that Joel could not 
ha\'e referred to the endowment at Kirtland, but 
that the out-pouring of the Spirit of which he 
speaks was to take place after that time, after 
Palestine should become faithful again by reason 
of returning inhabitants, cultivation of the soil, 
and the blessings of God upon the land, Here 
we h<tve a condition that would have to come to 
pass, and that was not fulfilicd in the early days 
of this bitter day work. Obviously, then, the out
pouring of divine power spoken of IJy ,Tnel i::; ~,et 
to take place. 

Isaiah speaks of a time when we will not 
have to call and call and agonize Lo get word 
from the Lord-"Then shalt thou call, and the 
Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry ancl he will say, 
Here I am." This happy relationshi11 will ~,e ex
presst>d whL~ll "Thy light shall break fo1 ih a;; the 
morning-," and "Thy darkness be as the noun day." 
(See lasiah 58: D, R, 10.) Isaiah tell:,; u:; when 
tlws<· things will bc,-when our darkne:::s shall be 
as nnon day, and whrn our light shall lirr.ak forth. 
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·::_-be. We can have no privileged cla;;s, no pnv1-
leged individuals. The church must duplicate 
the example of the church established among the 
Nephiles by Alma. (Read Mosiah 9 :51-64; 11: 
13-18; Alma 1 :37-47.) A reading of that record 
will show that there are striking contrasts be
tween the church today and that ancient church. 
The Lord told the latter day church in the early 
thirties that it was under condemnation, then, be
cause it had not given more attention to the rec
ord that He caused to be brought forth in such a 
marvelous manner for our guidance. (See Doc. 
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coun- & Cov._ 83 :8.) We can not afford, in our con
sideration of the endowment, to leave unnoticed 
the description of that ancient Nephite church, 
its simplicity, its uniqueness, the example it af
fords of Christian brotherhood, of equality be
tween officer and people, between priest and 
member. The people who receive the endow
ment must square their church with the sLrndard 
set by the Nephite church, and when they do, 
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------- -· -- .--:= _______ ---~ then thy \Vill be fit to build the temple, and they 
It will be when we lose "the bands of wickedness," will recefre the endowment. 
"undo the heavy burdens," "let the oppressed go 
free," "deal thy bread to the hungry," "bring the 
poor that are cast out to thy house," "when thou 
seest the naked, that thou cover him." (See Ibid 
6 & 7 .) Isaiah makes the spiritual blessing he 
describes contingent upon loving our brother as 
ourself. This accords with latter day ,revelation 
as contained in section 70, paragraph 3, of the 
book of Doctrine and Covenants: "Nevertheless, 
in your temporal things you shall be equal, and 
this not grudgingly, otherwise the abundance of 
the manifestations of the Spirit shall be withheld." 

If this language means anything, it means 
that there will be no endowment until equality is 
established by the saints, and it is idle to talk 
about the endowment, or to expect it, until our 
attaiment of character has reached the standard 
where we love our brother as ourself, and we give 
practical demonstration that this is true. We 
have heard it said that equality will be an easy 
thing rt;o bring about when we have the endow .. 
ment. It will be observed fro'm the texts cited 
that we are not going to receive the endowment 
until we become equal. We are going to have to 
merit that great blessing; we are going to have to 
qualify in order to receive it. As the signs follow 
the believer, so will the endowment be bestowed 
only when we become worthy by doing the things 
that the Lord has commanded of us. 

In summing up our subject, we find that the 
endowment is to be given in a temple which must 
be built in Zion; before that temple can be built 
a people have to prepare themselves by becom
ing "pure in heart." (See Doc. &Cov. 94: 4, 5.) 
We find that we are not waiting to be commanded 
to build the temple, as some have' said; we are 
waiting for a people to qualify to build it. We are 
left in no uncertainty as to the requirements made 
of us as far as divine instructions are concerned. 
If we are in doubt, it is because we have not in
formed ourselves. The mind of God has been 
very clearly and precisely expressed. We must 
love our brother as ourself. We must not seek 
excuse to have more than others. We must be 
an example of what we teach that others shoulci 

LOCAL ITEMS 
Brother Charles T. Denham and his brother, 

Nicholas, arrived at the home of Elder c.· L. 
Wheaton Wednesday morning, August 17, aftev, · 
motoring from their home in Douglas, Kansa~ 
They report a fine trip, having camped one nig·-. 
on the road and seem none the worse from the 
trip. Will be here about ten days to visit wi15 
friends and relatives. · 

We hope that all Saints will respond to the 
call of Bro. T. J. Sheldon for financial aid to re
pair the roof of the church building, for the fall 
rains will start before long and it is impossible 
to estimate what the damage to the interior of 
the building will amount to if this work is not at
tended to at once. Therefore, we do not hesitate 
to ask you to do all that you can to help in this 
effort. Send your subscriptions to Bro. T. J. Shel
don at 1416 W. Walnut, Independence, Mo., be
fore Sept. 15, 1922. 

Dear brothers and sisters of the Church of 
Christ: Is the Advocate doing any good in your 
home? Are you interested in seeing it continue? 
If so, are you doing your part to help finance it? 
There are many who have subscribed, but we feel 
that from oversight or press of daily events that 
some have not sent in their subscription. We take 
this means to call this matter to your attention, 
for we feel that your interest should be such that 
others might be able to hear this gospel and re
joice with you in the blessings to be received. 

Thm;e interested in the efforts of the Saints 
in the early days to establish this latter day gos
pel will find the reprint of "The Evening and 
the Morning Star," originally published at Inde
pendence, Mo., in 1832-1833, to be replete with 
information that will not only interest them but 
will be valuable to them as history of foe church 
in those days. This book can be obtained from 
the Advocate office for one dollar and twenty-five 
een ts. postage pa ici, upon request. 




